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SCHOOL  REPORT, 


Fellow  Citizens  :  Your  Committee  in  submitting  this, 
their  annual  Report,  congratulate  the  Town  upon  that 
degree  of  success,  which  has  attended  their  liberality  in 
appropriating  the  amount,  for  the  support  of  Schools, 
recommended  in  your  Committee's  Report  of  last  year  ; 
thereby  giving  to  every  youth  in  Town,  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  the  foundation  of  a  moral  and  intellect- 
ual education,  which  is  beneficial  to  all,  not  only  for  the 
eminent  success  of  individuals,  but  for  the  maintenance 
of  Republican  Institutions. 

In  some  of  the  Districts  the  Summer  Schools  did  not 
commence  as  early  as  desirable,  on  account  of  failing 
to  elect  their  Prudential  Committees  in  season,  and 
in  others,  by  waiting  to  secure  such  teachers  as  they 
wished  ;  it  being  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  competent 
instructors  for  all  the  Schools  under  the  present  mode  of 
engaging  them. 

Your  Commiitee  are  glad  to  see  an  increasing  inter- 
est, and  commendable  progress  in  our  Schools.  In 
most  Districts  there  have  been  the  past  year  better  order 
and  discipline,  and  pupils  have  been  more, punctual  and 
constant  in  their  attendance.  A  number  of  scholars  in 
the  different  Districts  have  not  been  absent  a  single  day, 
and  many  more  have  not  received  a  mark  for  tardiness. 
By  examining  the  table  prepared  by  your  Committee, 
you  will  perceive  that  the  attendance  of  the  year  1849- 
50,  was  72  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  of  scholars,  be- 
longing to  the  schools.    In  Summer  of  the  year  past,  it 
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was  over  76  1-2  per  cent,  and  in  Winter  nearly  77  per 
cent,  making  an  average  of  a  little  over  76  per  cent  for 
the  year.  For  three  years  past  there  has  been  a  con- 
stant increase  in  the  attendance,  the  series  being  68, 
72,  76,  the  increase  is  4  per  cent  a  year.  It  gives  us 
great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  children  who  attend  school 
now,  are  over  ten  per  cent  more  constant  in  their  at- 
tendance than  they  were  in  1 845-6. 

For  two  years  past  there  has  been  almost  an  entire 
uniformity  of  text  books  in  the  several  schools,  giving 
your  Committee  an  increased  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the  favorable  effect  it  has  necessarily  had  upon  them. 
We  would  earnestly  recommend  the  importance  of  a 
constant  supervision  on  the  part  of  Committees,  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  as  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  book  publishers,  or  their  agents,  to  make  frequent 
changes,  which  are  not  always  beneficial.  Your  Com- 
mittee think  there  is  no  essential  change  of  books  need- 
ed in  our  schools,  except  reading  books ;  those  having 
been  in  use  eight  or  nine  years,  without  doubt  a  more 
judicious  selection  can  be  made  from  the  various  series 
now  published. 

Notwithstanding  the  town  increased  its  appropria- 
tions to  $1200  for  the  support  of  schools  the  past  year, 
yet  it  falls  below  the  average  in  amount  for  each  child 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years,  and  the  people  tax 
themselves  less  for  the  support  of  schools,  than  any 
town  in  Bristol  County,  according  to  the  valuation  of 
property  in  town.  Your  Committee  respectfully  urge 
upon  the  town  the  importance  of  continuing  the  present 
appropriations  and  of  increasing  them  as  the  good  of 
the  schools  and  the  honor  of  the  town  demand.  A  re- 
trogade  movement  in  this  particular  would  be  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  popular  education  and  truly  a 
discredit  to  the  town. 
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Teachers  of  the  Summer  Schools  were,  generally  ve- 
ry successful,  and  your  committee  may  safely  say,  that 
they  were  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  previous  year ; — if 
we  except  two,  the  same  may  be  said  of  teachers  of  the 
Winter  Schools. 

In  making  "a  detailed  report"  of  the  schools,  your 
Committee  do  not  find  it  an  easy  task,  though  they 
have  examined  the  internal  arrangement  and  progressof 
each  school,  nor  is  it  always  a  pleasant  one,  for  it  is  far 
more  agreeable  to  award  praise  than  blame.  But  they 
are  required  to  state  the  facts  as  they  appear  to  them. 

District  No.  1. — The  Summer  School  in  this  Dis- 
trict was  taught — as  during  the  two  terms  of  the  previ- 
ous year — by  Miss  Jane  M.  Ide.  The  renewal  of  their 
acquaintance  with  her  and  their  observation  of  her  meth- 
od of  teaching  have  confirmed  the  Committee  in  the 
high  estimation  of  her  attainments  and  skill,  which  was 
expressed  in  their  last  report.  During  this  term  some 
attention  was  paid,  and  profitably  we  think,  to  composi- 
tion and  drawing.  The  drawing  of  maps  on  paper  and 
upon  the  black-board,  which  was  begun  the  summer  be- 
fore was  successfully  continued.  For  the  greater  inter- 
est which  this  gives  to  the  study  of  Geography  we  wish 
it  might  be  introduced  into  all  our  Schools. 

The  Winter  Term  was  kept  by  Miss  Sarah  J.  Dean, 
in  the  upper,and  Miss  J.  M.  Ide  in  the  lower  department. 
Miss  Ide  labored  hard  for  the  good  of  the  school.  Great 
interest  wras  manifested,  and  good  order  prevailed  at  the 
closing  examination.  Miss  Dean  was  well  qualified  for 
and  showed  much  zeal  in  her  work.  Her  school  was 
characterized  by  good  order  and  excellent  management. 
Great  improvement  was  perceptible  in  the  general  ten- 
or of  the  recitations,  and  many  parents  and  friends  show- 
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ed  their  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school,  by  their 
presence  at  the  closing  examination. 

District  No.  2. — Miss  Jane  M.  Ide  taught  the 
Summer  School  in  this  District.  This  is  one  of  the  small- 
est Schools  in  town  ;  your  Committee  therefore  expect- 
ed much  of  it  under  her  judicious  management,  and  the 
closing  examination  showed  that  our  confidence  was  not 
misplaced.  Good  progress  and  proficiency  were  appar- 
ent ;  and  that  there  had  been  good  order  through  the 
School  wTas  plainly  manifested.  It  ranked  No.  1,  in  reg- 
ularity and  punctuality ;  the  average  attendance  being 
nearly  eighty  seven  per.  cent,  of  the  whole  number  be- 
longing to  the  School.  There  were  eleven  scholars 
who  had  neither  been  absent  nor  tardy,  and  only  one 
been  tardy,  and  that  one  but  once. 

The  Winter  Term,  taught  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Mason,  did 
not  give  that  satisfaction  which  could  be  desired.  Dur- 
ing the  fifth  week  of  the  School  a  petition,  with  seven 
names  annexed,  was  presented  to  us,  praying  that  the 
School  might  be  stopped.  Your  Committee  immediate- 
ly visited  the  School  and  made  such  inquiries  about  it, 
as  they  deemed  sufficient.  From  its  appearance,  and 
what  they  could  learn  of  it,  your  Committee  concluded 
that  the  School  had  better  continue  ;  as  they  were  of 
opinion  that  to  dismiss  the  teacher  would  prove  more 
detrimental  to  its  interests  than  its  continuance  under 
his  tuition,  even,  if  in  every  respect  it  was  not  what 
could  be  desired.  Your  Committee  therefore  gave  the 
teacher  such  advice  and  instructions,  and  received  prom- 
ises, which  if  carried  out  perseveringly,  would  have  se- 
cured a  good  school.  The  final  examination  was  more 
creditable  to  the  scholars  than  the  teacher.  We  advise 
him  to  select  some  occupation  more  congenial  to  his  dis- 
position. 
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District  No.  3. — The  Summer  Term  of  this  school 
was  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Mary  A.  Lincoln,  as- 
sisted by  Miss  Mary  A.  Arnold.  The  School  was  mark- 
ed by  good  order  and  skilful  management.  The  cus- 
tom of  classes  answering  in  concert  had  prevailed  to 
such  an  extent  in  this  School  as  to  cause  idleness  and 
inattention  on  the  part  of  many  pupils.  This  practice  was 
prohibited  or  so  regulated  as  to  secure  good  attention 
and  better  recitations  than  your  Committee  were  ac- 
customed to  witness  at  previous  examinations.  The 
teachers  are  to  be  highly  commended  for  their  judicious 
manner  of  arranging,  disciplining  and  instructing  the 
School. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Francis  C.  An- 
drews, a  teacher  of  long  experience.  Excellent  order 
was  maintained  during  the  term  and  good  progress  man- 
ifested at  the  closing  examination.  This  is  the  largest 
School  in  town,  the  whole  number  of  pupils  being  92  ; 
of  this  number  57  are  ten  years  of  age  and  under,  which 
number  would  compose  a  School  sufficiently  large  for 
one  teacher.  The  fact  has  long  been  established  that 
the  house  in  this  District  is  wholly  insufficient  to  supply 
the  pressing  demands  of  this  School.  It  is  strange  that 
one  of  the  wealthiest  Districts  in  town  will  suffer  such 
a  building  to  remain,  while  they  have  abundant  means 
to  erect  one  more  commodious  and  better  suited  to  the 
wants  of  the  School. 

We  again  renew  the  recommendations  on  this  point, 
submitted  in  your  Committee's  former  reports. 

District  No.  4.  The  Summer  term  of  this  School 
was  taught  by  Miss  Harriet  E.  Perry.  This  was  her 
first  attempt  at  leaching,  and  as  far  as  your  Committee 
could  judge,  was  as  successful  as  could  be  expected. 
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The  School  appearedfj  to  have  made  good  progress  in 
their  studies,  but  the  order  was  not  what  it  should  be 
in  a  well  regulated  School.  The  labor  was  much  too 
severe  for  her.  She  would  have  succeeded  well  in  a 
smaller  school. 

The  Winter  Term  was  commenced  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Hovey,  a  young  man  apparently  of  good  talents,  and 
professing  considerable  experience.  Your  Committee 
placed  great  confidence  in  him  as  an  instructor,  but 
from  some  cause  or  other  he  signally  failed  in  this  School. 
The  confusion  that  prevailed  when  they  were  present 
seemed  to  indicate  a  want  of  industrious  and  persever- 
ing exertion  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  He  informed 
us  that  the  school  appeared  about  as  well  as  usual  in 
their  recitations  and  deportment,  and  complained  that 
he  had  not  been  seconded  in  his  efforts  for  the  well  be- 
ing of  the  school  by  the  parents  belonging  to  the  Dis- 
trict, to  which  he  mostly  attributed  his  ill  success.  A 
want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  parents  is  too  often, 
and  perhaps  might  have  been  the  case  with  this  school, 
but  your  Committee  think  that  if  the  teacher  had  been 
so  disposed,  he  could  have  kept  the  classes  together. 
Some  of  them  he  had  abolished  altogether ;  the  mem- 
bers of  others  did  not  seem  to  know  their  places  nor 
when  their  turns  came  to  answer  the  teacher's  question. 
Some  of  the  younger  scholars,  did  not  seem  to  have  any 
particular  seats  assigned  them,  or,  if  they  had,  did  not 
often  find  them. 

It  is  a  fact  admitted  by  all,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
have  good  schools,  without  proper  classification  and  or- 
der. The  teacher  thought  that  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  Committee  he  could  renovate  the  School ;  but,  alter 
a  trial  of  three  days  longer  his  health  failed  and  he  re- 
linquished the  task. 
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The  remaining  eight  weeks  of  the  term  was  placed 
under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Williams,  who  succeeded 
in  classifying  and  bringing  the  school  under  very  good 
discipline.  His  reputation  as  a  teacher  of  the  first  grade, 
has  suffered  nothing  by  his  short  connection  with  this 
School,  notwithstanding  the  disorganized  state  in  which 
he  found  it.  The  examination  showed  that  the  scholars 
had  made  great  progress  in  their  studies  ;  and  that  they 
were  interested  in  the  well  being  and  good  name  of  the 
School  was  plainly  shown  by  their  attention  on  that  day, 
and  by  adorning  their  school  room  with  evergreens. 

District  No.  5.  This  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
Mariet  White.  Its  appearance  at  our  last  visit  was  cred- 
itable on  the  whole.  The  order  was  very  good,  and  we 
believe  had  been  so  through  the  term,  but  the  scholars 
were  not  as  prompt  and  successful  in  their  recitations  as 
they  should  have  been.  It  appeared  to  us  that,  either 
from  diffidence  or  some  similar  cause  they  did  not  do  jus- 
tice to  themselves. 

The  Winter  School,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  W.  L. 
Newcomb,  was  very  successful.  At  the  closing  exam- 
ination the  recitations  were  remarkably  good,  showing 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  studies  pursued.  The  order, 
attention  and  punctuality  manifested  in  this  School,  are 
creditable  to  the  teacher,  and  encouraging  to  future  and 
continued  progress.  Mr.  Newcomb  has  kept  this  School 
a  number  of  seasons  with  marked  success,  and  we  think 
during  the  present  term  has  sustained  his  former  high 
reputation. 

District  No.  6.  This  District  has  been  very  fortu- 
nate in  the  selection  of  teachers  the  past  year.  Miss 
Martha  Stone  in  Summer,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Walker  in 
Winter,  succeeded    admirably.    Both  appeared  well 
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qualified  and  much  interested  in  their  avocation.  Miss 
Stone  evidently  gave  general  satisfaction,  although  this 
was  her  first  essay  in  teaching.  Much  praise  is  also  due 
Mr.  Walker  for  his  efficient  services  in  winter.  Under 
his  care  the  School  lost  none  of  the  interest  manifested 
in  summer,  but  continued  to  advance  in  all  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  good  School.  The  close  showed  that  there 
had  been  diligent  application  in  all  branches  pursued. 
Good  order  was  a  marked  feature  of  the  School. 

Distri^i  No.  7.  The  Summer  School  was  kept  by 
Miss  Lydia<  A-  Arnold,  and  Miss  Pamelia  Austin, — the 
Winter  by  Rev.  T.  H.  Batcheler.  Miss  Arnold  commenc- 
ed the  School  and  kept  eight  weeks  with  good  success, 
it  being  her  first  attempt  at  teaching.  The  Committee 
were  well  satisfied  with  the  order  and  management  of 
the  School,  and  think  she  gave  good  satisfaction  to  the 
District;  but  by  a  previous  engagement  of  the  Prudential 
Committee,  she  left  the  remaining  nine  weeks  of  the 
term  to  be  continued  by  Miss  Austin,  who  devoted  her- 
self with  much  zeal  to  the  work,  and  the  School  made 
commendable  progress  under  her  management.  At  the 
closing  examinations  of  the  School  under  each  teacher, 
the  pupils  seemed  much  interested  in  their  recitations, 
and  did  themselves  great  credit.  Mr.  Batcheler,  of  the 
Winter  term  is  a  teacher  of  much  experience.  The 
School  made  good  progress  under  his  care,  but  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  want  of  proper  interest  at  the  final  exam- 
ination, and  many  of  the  scholars  did  not  do  themselves 
justice. 

District  No.  8. — Taught  by  Miss  H.  E.  Copeland 
in  summer.  The  recitations  of  the  day  of  examination 
were  very  good,  showing  not  merely  the  exercise  of  the 
memory  in  committing  lessons  from  books,  but  the  em- 
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ployment  of  the  mind  in  the  acquisition  of  principles. 
In  winter  this  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Wil- 
liams with  his  usual  good  success.  Good  order  prevail- 
ed and  much  progress  was  made.  The  aim  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, as  it  should  be  with  all  teachers,  is  to  unite  thor- 
oughness with  progress.  Indeed  if  the  pupils  of  this 
School  were  as  regular  and  prompt  in  their  attendance 
as  they  are  thorough  in  their  studies,  it  might  take  rank 
with  the  first.  That  they  are  not  so,  we  presume  is 
quite  as  much  the  fault  of  their  parents  as  of  themselves. 
There  has  been  much  improvement  in  this  respect  the 
past  year  in  this  School,  and  your  Committ  hope  that 
it  may  continue. 

Your  Committee  would  avail  themselves  of  their 
privilege,  at  this  time,  to  make  such  suggestions  as  they 
think  the  welfare  of  the  Schools  in  town  demand. 

One  great  obstacle  to  the  progress  ot  the  Schools  in 
most  Districts  is, want  of  convenient  School  Houses.  Our 
town  is  noted  for  several  ancient  structures  denominated 
School  Houses,  erected  in  a  manner  to  contain  the  great- 
est possible  number,  in  the  least  space  imaginable,  with- 
out regard  to  ventilation,  comfort,  convenience,  or  the 
health  of  scholars  or  teachers.  The  fingers  of  time  and 
those  of  mischievous  school-boys  have  been  laid  so  heav- 
ily upon  some  of  them,  that  on  excessively  cold  days  the 
ink  is  often  found  frozen  in  desks  most  remote  from  the 
stove,  while  the  teacher  and  those  seated  nearest  it,  are 
suffering  more  than  tropical  heat.  Those  scholars  most 
exposed  to  the  temperature  of  the  cracks  that  yawn  upon 
them  from  the  walls  and  windows,  are  ever  asking  "  to 
go  to  the  fire,"  preferring  the  more  endurable  though 
unnatural  heat  of  the  stove  to  the  almost  arctic  cold  en- 
dured in  their  own  seats.  Those  that  have  witnessed 
the  confusion  which  prevails  at  such  times  surely  can- 
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not  expect  much  progress.  Many  of  our  thriving  far- 
mers would  hardly  deem  these  buildings  suitable  for  a 
stable,  yet  they  do  not  hesitate  to  send  their  children 
day  after  day  to  these  miserable  apologies  for  school- 
rooms, often  crowding  them,  while  there,  into  seats  not 
intended  to  accommodate  half  the  number,  and  withal 
very  badly  constructed  for  the  convenience  and  health 
of  the  occupants.  Parents  often  complain  of  the  indif- 
ference and  slow  progress  of  their  children,  when  they 
are  only  receiving  the  fruits  occasioned  by  the  negli- 
gence of  those  who  ought  to  provide  better  accommo- 
dations. 

The  location  of  them  we  need  hardly  speak  of,  for 
every  one  who  has  given  them  a  passing  thought  well 
knows  that  many  of  them  are  situated,  without  any  re- 
gard to  pleasantness,  convenience  or  amusement  of  the 
pupils,  giving  them  only  the  high-way  for  a  play-ground ; 
causing  them  often  to  trespass  on  the  adjoining  fields 
of  the  neighboring  farmers,  who  are  loud  in  their  com- 
plaints of  the  depredations  committed  on  their  walls 
and  fences. 

Your  Committee  hope  that  in  those  Districts  most 
deficient  in  this  respect,  new  and  commodious  build- 
ings will  be  erected,  and  others  which  have  better  ones, 
make  improvments  in  such  a  way  that  the  seats  may  be 
conveniently  arranged  and  the  rooms  well  ventilated,  for 
it  is  an  established  fact  that  man  cannot  live  without  a 
"gallon  of  fresh  air  every  minute"  and  much  more  is  re- 
quisite for  good  health.  Let  those  buildings  be  erect- 
ed in  some  pleasant  spot,  one  of  natures  choicest  loca- 
tions, and  if  possible  situated  at  a  suitable  distance 
from  the  highway,  with  ample  play-grounds,  made  pleas- 
ant with  shade  and  ornamental  trees,  for  they  not  only 
please  and  instruct  but  promote  good  health,  absorbing 
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that  part  of  the  atmosphere  poisonous  to  man,  or  which 
he  renders  so  by  respiration,  and  by  rejecting  that  part 
which  is  his  life. 

Another  cause  which  militates  against  the  full  suc- 
cess of  our  Schools  is  the  manner  of  employing*  teach- 
ers. The  town,  the  past  year,  has  been  very  liberal  in 
raising  funds  for  the  support  of  Schools,  and  should 
take  into  consideration  the  best  method  of  expending 
the  proceeds  of  their  liberality.  It  is  far  better  that  the 
services  of  experienced  and  competent  teachers  be  se- 
cured with  extra  pay,  than  that  inefficient  ones  be  em- 
ployed even  if  their  services  were  gratis.  Many  Pru- 
dential Committees  are  not  fully  aware  of  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  office  they  hold,  and  therefore  are  not  suf- 
ficiently scrupulous  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  think- 
ing that  they  are  not  answerable  for  the  success  of  the 
schools.  Indeed  some  are  so  situated  that  they  cannot 
attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  without  subjecting 
themselves  to  actual  loss.  There  are  others  who  wait 
to  be  applied  to  for  the  school  and  the  first  applicant  is 
contracted  with,  without  regard  to  former  success  as  a 
teacher,  or  if  a  beginner,  without  taking  into  consider- 
ation, age,  (as  they  should,)  for  it  is  certain  that  very 
young  teachers  do  not  succeed  as  well  as  older  ones. 
They  cannot  be  expected  to  act  with  that  dignity,  re- 
quisite to  command  the  respect  of  their  pupils,  nor  bring 
to  their  aid  that  judgment  in  the  discipline  and  arrange- 
ment of  Schools,  which  persons  of  more  mature  years 
would. 

To  avoid  these  difficulties  many  towns  in  the  State 
have  resolved  that  the  superintending  Committee  shall 
have  the  sole  power  to  select  and  contract  with  teachers, 
and  appoint  them  to  the  Schools,  for  which  their  quali- 
fications particularly  fit  them.  Your  Committee  are 
convinced  that  such  a  course  ought  to  be  adopted  in 
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this  town,  and  the  more  they  reflect,  the  deeper  are 
their  convictions  of  the  superiority  of  this,  over  the  pre- 
sent method  of  securing  teachers. 

In  concluding  this  report,  your  Committee  would 
urge  upon  parents,  teachers,  Committees  and  all,  the 
importance  of  co-operation  ;  tor  without  that,  little  can 
be  done  for  the  advancement  of  our  schools.  There  is 
certainly  sufficient  room  for  improvement,  and  enough 
for  all  to  do  in  the  noble  and  philanthropic  work  of  per- 
fecting our  School  system,  which  is  every  year  becom- 
ing more  dear  to  the  community,  and  which  stands  out 
to  the  world  as  the  guardian  of  our  civil,  political  and 
religious  liberties,  and  combined  with  Christianity,  the 
magic  from  which  all  true  and  lasting  reform  will  ever 
emanate 

AUGUSTUS  LANE,        ?  rScho?! 
CHARLES  W.  HODGES, 

of  Norton.* 

Norton,  April  7,  1851. 

*  Rev.  Mr.  Hinckley,  the  other  member  of  the  Committee  left  town  in  No- 
vember last. 


A  TABLE  OF  STATISTICS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


SUMMER. 

WINTER, 

Teachers'  wages,per  month. 

'  District 

.5 

o 
o 

I 

CO 

CO 

« 
o 

XI 
<j 

■-U 
<u 

o 
© 

a 

6 

o 

c3 

13 

CD 

eS 

CD 

T3 
C 

Cm 

o 

<D 
60 
C3 

c 

o 
o 
XI 
u 
as 

O  . 

to 

« 

5 
u 

CO 
Cm 
O 

d 

V 

s 
<a 
■o 
a 
* 

CD 

■a 
S 

«M 

o 

CD 
bD 
CJ 

imount  of  money 
opriated  for 
ols.f 

s 

CD 
CD 

V 
XI 

s 

CD 

^  . 

CD 

o 
d 

S3 

6fi  CD 

CD 

a 

bo 
as 
CD 
> 
< 

s  6 

<U  CD 
CS 

Ph 

5-g 

tJJ  CD 
CD 

O 

> 
< 

E  » 
CD  CD 
CD  S 

O  « 

O  OS  co 

H 

o  g 
C  kO 

s 
s 

3 

s 

1 

111 

71 

53 

.7464 

114 

44 

34 

17951 

$210.83 

93 

21.0.0 

21.00 

* 

31 

26 

.8387 

21.00 

2 
3 

8 

iU 

30 
97 

26 
76 

.8666 
.7855 

13 
16 

39 
92 

61* 

.7096 
.6698 

129.93 
216.32 

33 
97 

16.00 
24.00 

26.00 
28.00 

4 

5 

16 
12 

56 
42 

36 

.7410 
.8571 

17* 
14 

63 
47 

46 
41 

.7444 
.8723 

182.51 
154.20 

72 
51 

1350 
12.80 

28.34 
25.00 

6 

11 

33 

23 

.6969 

13 

35 

28« 

.8060 

123.19  28 

13.50 

29.54 

7 

8 

m 

16 

28 
29 

m 

20 

.6758 
.6896 

10 
13 

31 

45 

24|f 
33,% 

.7931 
.7511 

127.23  31 
139.37  40 

14.00 
12.60 

25.00 
30.00 

*  Upper  Department  in  Winter,   t  Including  $83  50  received  from  the  State. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDING 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THE  tfEAR  1852-3. 
Bead  in  Town  Meeting,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TAUNTON: 

GAZETTE  AND  DEMOCKAT  OFFICE, 

1853. 


REPORT. 


The  Superintending  School  Ccmmittee,  of  the  town  of  Norton,  in 
compliance  with  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  submit  the  follow- 
ing detailed  Report,  of  the  condition  of  the  several  public  Schools  : — 

istrict  No.  1. — The  Summer  Term  was  under  the  instruction 
of  Miss  Mary  B.  Rogers,  of  Mansfield.  Her  duties  were  responsi- 
ble and  arduous,  but  by  perseverance  she  discharged  them  highly 
creditable  to  herself,  and  very  satisfactorily  to  your  Committee.  The 
Reading  and  Spelling  in  most  of  the  classes  were  good.  There  was 
also  a  good  improvement  in  Arithmetic  and  English  Grammar;  and 
to  say  the  least,  at  the  closing  examination  the  School  appeared 
well. 


The  "Winter  Term  in  this  District  was  under  the  instruction  of 
Miss  Maria  J.  Neweomb,  of  New  York,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  C. 
Blandin,  of  Attleborough.  Miss  Neweomb  had  charge  of  the  higher 
department.  Although  very  weH  qualified  for  her  station,  Miss  New- 
comb  did  not  succeed  well  the  first  few  weeks  of  her  school.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  disposition  of  a  part  of  the  scholars,  not  to  obey  the 
rules.  The  Teacher  did  her  best  to  preserve  order,  but  finding  her 
efforts  unavailing,  she  notified  your  Committee  that  the  School  would 
close  immediately,  unless  some  of  the  scholars  were  expelled,  or  some 
more  efficient  means  taken  for  their  good  behaviour.  Your  Commit- 
tee took  decisive  measures,  and  the  school  was  continued,  very  much 
to  the  profit  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The  order  was  good,  the 
lessons  well  committed  and  the  answers  to  questions  prompt  and 
definite. 
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Miss  Blandin,  of  the  lower  department,  succeeded  well.  She  won 
the  esteem  of  her  pupils  by  kindness  ;  she  used  every  effort  to  make 
the  lessons  easy  and  agreeable  to  their  youthful  minds,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  School  there  was  a  very  good  improvement  in  most  of 
the  branches  taught. 

District  No.  2. — The  Summer  School  in  this  District,  was 
taught  by  Miss  Jane  M.  Ide,  of  Attleborough.  Miss  Ide  possesses 
extraordinary  qualifications  for  instructing  a  school  of  this  grade,  and 
though  her  School  was  but  eight  weeks,  good  satisfaction  was  given* 

The  Winter  Term  of  this  School  was  commenced  by  Miss  Ide,  and 
continued  for  two  weeks,  when  she  was  taken  sick  and  was  obliged 
to  relinquish  it.  The  remainder  of  the  Term  was  kept  by  Miss  Mary 
B.  Rogers,  of  Mansfield,  Miss  Rogers  succeeded  well  in  this  School. 
She  was  very  thorough  in  her  instructions,  and  at  the  close,  your 
Committee  could  perceive  a  good  improvement.  One  class  in  Physi- 
ology, we  could  but  notice,  was  able  to  answer  any  question  put  to 
them.    This  was  but  a  specimen  of  the  School. 

District  No.  3. — The  Summer  Term  of  this  School  was  taught 
by  Miss  Jane  M.  Ide,  of  Attleboro'.  We  can  say  but  little  in  favor 
of  this  School.  It  was  disorderly  to  an  extent  very  disastrous  to  in- 
tellectual improvement.  We  attach  no  blame  to  the  Teacher.  Her 
intentions  were  good,  and  she  did  all  that  her  health  would  admit  of, 
to  promote  an  interest  in  her  school ;  but  owing  to  the  many  disad- 
vantages which  she  had  to  encounter,  but  little  improvement  was 
visible  at  the  close. 

The  Winter  Term  was  kept  by  Mr.  Charles  C.  Lothrop.  Mr. 
Lothrop  is  a  Teacher  of  some  experience,  and  succeeded  as  well  as 
could  be  expected  in  a  School  of  this  size.  Good  order  was  sustained, 
and  most  of  the  classes  appeared  well.  Much  credit  is  due  the 
Teacher  of  this  School,  for  the  faithfulness  with  which  he  discharged 
his  duty  to  it. 

District  No.  4.— Teacher  for  Summer  Term,  rtliss  Mary  K. 
Alden,  of  Bridgewater.  Miss  Alden  acquited  herself  in  a  manner 
highly  creditable,  and  is  deserving  the  warmest  commendation  of  your 
Committee.  The  School  appeared  quiet,  and  at  the  closing  exami- 
nation evinced  very  creditable  improvement. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Williams.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams has  a  very  superior  talent  for  teaching,  arranging  and  govern- 
ing a  School.  He  was  diligent,  energetic  and  thorough,  and  his  pu- 
pils gave  evidence  of  that  kind  of  training  which  is  necessary  to  in- 
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sure  precision  and  order,  as  well  as  advancement  in  knowledge.  The 
pupils  of  this  School  are  deserving-  much  credit  for  their  diligence 
and  good  behaviour. 

District,  No.  5. — The  Summer  Term  of  this  School  was  taught 
by  Miss  Mariet  White.  She  is  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience. 
The  recitations  were  generally  good.  Thoroughness  seemed  to  mark 
the  progress  in  Arithmetic.  We  did  not  witness  that  advancement  in 
orthography  which  we  should  like  to  have  seen.  Several  composi- 
tions were  read  by  the  larger  Scholars,  which  were  creditable  to  the 
writers,  being  their  first  attempts.  Quite  a  number  of  parents  and 
friends  of  the  pupils  were  present,  who  showed  an  interest  in  their 
welfare.  This  School  was  very  successfully  continued  for  four  weeks 
under  the  charge  of  Miss  Emily  Blandin. 

Rev.  T.  H.  Batchelor,  of  Taunton,  taught  the  Winter  School. 
Good  progress  was  made.  There  was  a  want  of  voice  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  pupils,  so  that  answers  were  not  distinctly  heard  at  a  lit- 
tle distance.  All  the  exercises,  with  the  exception  of  spelling,  did 
credit  to  the  teacher,  showing  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  his  ar. 
duous  duties. 

District  No.  0. — The  Summer  Term  of  this  School  was  taught 
by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hitchcock.  Miss  Hitchcock,  though  commencing 
this  School  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  succeeded  well  in 
winning  the  esteem  of  her  pupils,  and  the  approbation  of  the  District 
She  was  kind  in  her  intercourse  with  her  scholars,  but  firm  in  her 
government.  Good  order  was  sustained,  and  your  Committee  is  hap- 
py to  say  that  a  very  good  improvement  was  made  in  most  of  the 
branches  taught  in  this  School. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Washington  L.  Newcomb. 
The  Teacher  labored  under  the  same  difficulty,  in  the  Winter  as  the 
Teacher  did  in  the  Summer  Term,  only  to  a  greater  extent.  Many 
of  the  Scholars  being  deprived  of  the  School  the  Winter  before,  were 
rather  deficient,  and  the  School  with  the  exception  of  those  Scholars 
that  attended  in  Summer,  was  much  behind  others  of  the  Town.  The 
pupils,  as  well  as  Teacher,  labored  hard  and  accomplished  much,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  School,  your  Committee  found  it  to  compare  well 
with  others  of  the  Town. 

District  No.  7. — The  Summer  Term  of  this  School  was  taught 
by  Miss  Harriet  E.  Perry.  Your  Committe  was  very  well  pleased 
with  the  appearance  of  this  School.    The  order  was  good,  thorough- 
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ness  was  generally  exhibited  in  the  recitations.  A  few  compositions 
were  interspersed  with  the  exercises,  and  also  music,  adding  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  examination.  The  Teacher  deserves  much  credit  for 
good  management  and  success  in  this  School. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Edward  Kittredge,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  Mr.  Kittredge  came  here  very  highly  recommended  by 
certificates  from  his  friends,  but  with  little  experience  as  a  Teacher. 
The  pupils  did  not  manifest  that  interest  in  their  books  that  they 
ought.  They  seemed  to  depend  too  much  upon  the  suggestions  of 
their  Teacher,  in  giving  their  answers.  The  progress  of  the  School 
was  not  so  good  as  in  the  Summer  term. 

District  No.  8. — The  Summer  term  of  this  School  was  taught 
by  Miss  Lydia  A.  Snow,  of  Raynham.  Her  efforts  in  teaching  were 
attended  with  good  success.  The  ancient  school  room  was  tastefully 
trimmed  with  evergreens,  with  the  motto,  "We  want  a  new 
School  House,"  was  seen  above  the  door.  The  classes  in  Read- 
ing did  much  credit  to  themselves  in  speaking  in  a  loud,  clear  tone 
of  voice.  The  rules  of  Arithmetic  seemed  to  be  well  understood. — 
On  the  whole,  the  examination  was  creditable  to  botli  Teacher  and 
pupils. 

The  Winter  Term  of  this  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  Jason  F. 
Ames,  of  Mansfield.  Mr.  Ames  has  had  much  experience  in  the 
art  of  teaching.  This  School  excels  in  Reading;  and  in  Arithme- 
tic and  Grammar,  it  is  not  behind  other  Schools  in  town.  The  good 
progress  made  is  attributed  to  the  faithfulness  of  the  Teacher. — 
A  fewMaps  were  exhibited,  which  were  creditable  to  the  authors, 
they  being  tyros. 

JAMES  B.  LINCOLN.     )  School 
BENJAMIN  M.  ROUND,  [•  Committee  of 
BENJAMIN  E.  SWEET,)  Norton. 
Norton,  April  4,  1853. 
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In  obedience  to  a  Statute  of  the  Commonwealth,  we  now  present 
for  your  consideration,  our  annual 


The  first  duty  of  the  Committee,  after  organization,  was  to  recom- 
mend a  list  of  books  for  the  several  schools.  Upon  consultation  we 
unanimously  decided  to  change  the  reading  books,  Grammar,  and 
Mental  Arithmetic.  Having  examined  books  by  various  authors, 
with  entire  unanimity,  we  adopted  Town's  series  of  reading  books, 
and  they  have  been  introduced  into  all  our  schools.  So  far  as  we 
can  learn  they  have  given  very  general  satisfaction.  All  our  teach- 
ers have  expressed  themselves  much  gratified  that  a  change  was 
made.  It  is  their  united  testimony,  after  a  trial  of  one  year,  that 
Town's  is  the  best  series  with  which  they  are  acquainted.  The  Com- 
mittee deem  themselves  very  fortunate  in  the  selection  they  have 
made. 

Colburn's  Intellectual  Arithmetic  was  substituted  for  Greenleaf 's 
Mental.  We  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  and  this  opinion  is  concurred 
in  by  all  our  best  teachers,  that  Colburn's  is  the  Arithmetic  for  our 
schools.  All  others,  of  similar  grade,  are  but  imitators  of  this,  and 
come  short  of  its  many  excellencies.  We  did  not  require  all 
who  were  studying  mental  Arithmetic  to  lay  aside  Greenleaf  s  and 
procure  Colburn's,  but  that  all  who  must  have  new  books  should  get 
the  best  kind. 

Smith's  Grammar  has  long  been  used  in  town, — a  book  very  pop- 
ular at  one  time,  but  on  trial  proved  to  be  valueless,  and  by  most 
towns  was  laid  aside  soon  after  its  introduction.  Believing  it  for  the 
best  interest  of  all  concerned,  we  directed  this  piece  of  quackery  to 
be  laid  on  the  shelf,  to  make  room  for  "  Greene's  Elements  of  En- 
glish Grammar".  We  think  it  superior  to  any  other  text  book  on 
English  Grammar  designed  for  common  schools.  With  some  teach- 
ers, however,  it  has  not  been  very  popular,  for  the  reason  we  think 
that  they  were  unacquainted  with  it.  The  plan  of  the  book  is  dif- 
ferent from  all  other  treatises  on  Grammar.    Hence  it  is  necessary, 
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in  order  to  give  efficient  instruction  from  it,  that  the  teacher  should 
be  thoroughly  master  of  it.  We  regret  that  some  of  our  teachers 
did  not  study  it  more,  for  in  consequence  of  not  having  it  well  di- 
gested themselves,  they  failed  to  interest  their  pupils  in  it.  When 
the  book  has  had  a  fair  trial,  we  are  confident  it  will  be  found  far  in 
advance  of  all  competitors. 

The  examination  of  teachers  for  the  summer  schools  was 
our  second  duty.  On  the  day  appointed  three  candidates  only  pre- 
sented  themselves,  who  were  approbated.  At  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing two  others  appeared  and  were  furnished  with  their  credentials. 
At  another  time  two  more  were  accepted.  The  others  were  exam- 
ined separately.  A  candidate  for  the  office  of  assistant  in  one  of  our 
schools  was  rejected  by  the  chairman  but  was  subsequently  appro- 
bated by  the  other  members  of  the  Board.  It  is  very  important  that 
all  candidates  should  present  themselves  punctually  at  the  time  first 
appointed  for  examination.    And  we  hope  hereafter  they  will  do  so. 

SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

The  teachers  employed  in  Summer  were  as  follows  : — No.  1,  Miss 
Elizabeth  0.  Bianding,of  Attleborough — No.  2,  Mis*  Mary  B.Rogers, 
of  Mansfield — No.  3,  Miss  Amelia  D.  Blinding,  of  Rehoboth,  assis- 
ted by  Miss  Lydia  A.  Lincoln — No.  4,  Miss  Jane  M.  Ide,  of  Attle- 
borough— No.  5,  Miss  Emily  Blandin — No.  G,  Miss  Harriet  E.  Per- 
ry— No.  7,  Miss  Marietta  A.  Skinner — No.  8,  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hitch- 
cock. 

In  District  No.  1,  not  much  progress  was,  made.  The  school 
was  very  large,  containing  more  pupils  than  any  one  teacher  can 
manage  to  good  advantage.  The  teacher  Ave  believe  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  affections  of  the  scholars,  but  did  not  awaken  much  inter- 
est in  their  studies,  especially  in  reading  and  Arithmetic.  She  lack- 
ed the  energy  necessary  for  the  success  of  so  large  a  school ;  and  she 
allowed  the  scholars  to  fall  into  a  very  slovenly  way  of  reciting, 
which  is  always  fatal  to  good  improvement. 

The  teacher  in  No.  2,  maintained  good  order,  and  was  very  eare- 
ful  to  guard  against  those  careless  habits  in  reciting  so  common  in 
many  schools,  and  hence,  the  recitations  wore  quite  prompt,  and  (lie 
improvement  very  good  indeed. 

In  No.  3,  very  good  order  was  secured  for  so  large  a  school.  The 
principal  teacher,  upon  whom  all  the  responsibility  of  the  school  rest- 


ed,  performed  her  duties  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Committee. 
Some  of  the  smaller  scholars  did  not  appear  to  have  improved  so 
much  as  we  should  have  desired,  though  perhaps,  as  much  as  we  ex- 
pected, under  the  circumstances.  We  rejoice  that  measures  are  in 
progress,  that  will  change  to  some  extent^  we  hope  radically,  the  in- 
adequate accommodations,  this  school  has  had  to  contend  with  for 
some  years  past.  The  crowding  of  so  many  children  into  so  small  a 
room  is  exceedingly  unfavorable  to  any  considerable  proficiency  ;  and 
we  are  glad  the  district  have  become  convinced  of  the  fact. 

The  school  in  No.  4,  was  quite  short, — unexpectedly  so  to  all  par- 
ties— owing  to  a  mistake  the  previous  year  as  to  the  amount  of  funds 
belonging  to  the  district.  The  teacher  has  had  much  experience  in 
school  keeping  and  is  deservedly  popular  with  both  scholars  and  pa- 
rent-:. Considering  the  shortness  of  the  school  we  think  it  succeeded 
very  well. 

We  cannot,  however,  say  the  same  of  the  school  in  No.  5.  The 
teacher  failed  very  much,  in  her  discipline,  and  of  course  but  little 
advancement  was  made  ;  for  order  is  the  first  great  requisite  of  the 
school-room..  This  school  was  not  visited  at  the  close,  for  the  reason 
that  the  notice  sent  did  not  reach  us  till  the  next  day  after  the  school 
terminated.  Hence,  we  speak  of  the  school,  from  impressions  de- 
rived at  previous  visits  to  it. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  the  school  in  No.  6  prospered  very 
well  indeed.  The  discipline  appeared  to  be  good ;  and  the  improv- 
ment  of  the  pupils  was  very  satisfactory  to  us. 

The  teacher  in  No.  7  had  never  taught  before,  but  she  discharged 
her  duties  creditably,  and  we  think  good  progress  was  made.  This 
school,  in  point  of  numbers,  was  the  smallest  in  town.  There  were 
hardly  children  enough  to  get  up  an  interest  among  themselves,  or  to 
call  forth  much  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 

In  District  No.  8,  there  was  a  good  school,  at  least  it  was  full  an 
average.  There  are  some  very  good  readers  here,  and  perhaps  few- 
er poor  readers  than  in  any  district  in  town. 

The  whole  number  of  different  scholars,  in  all  our  Summer  Schools, 
was  357.    This  is  17  less  than  last  year.* 

The  whole  number  of  children  in  town,  between  the  ages  of  5  and 
15  on  the  first  of  May  last,  was  382.    This  is  43  less  than  last  year. 

*  For  full  statistics  of  summer  schools,  see  Table  No.  ],  at  the  end  of  this  report.  •  • 
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W  I  N  T  ERSCHO  0  L  S, 

The  teachers  employed  in  our  Winter  Schools  were:  No.  1,  Mr. 
Rodolphus  II.  Williams — Primary  Department,  Miss  Elizabeth  C 
Blanding,  of  Attleborough — No.  2,  Miss  Mary  D.  Williams,  of  Eas- 
ton — No.  3,  Mr.  Laban  G.  Dunham,  of  Attleborough,  assisted  by  Miss 
Lydia  A.  Lincoln — No.  4,  Miss  Amelia  D.  Blanding,  of  Rehoboth — 
No.  5,  Miss  Emily  Blandin — No.  6,  Mr  Rodolphus  H.  Williams — 
No.  7,  Miss  H.  Elizabeth  Godfrey— No.  8,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Lothrop, 
of  Taunton. 

Only  three  of  these  were  present  at  the  first  examination,  and  to 
these,  certificates  of  approbation  were  given.  One  teacher  had  been 
previously  approbated,  his  school  having  commenced  quite  early  in 
the  autumn,  so  as  to  enable  another  district  to  avail  themselves  of 
his  services  the  latter  part  of  the  winter.  Subsequently  to  the  day 
set  apart  for  examination,  another  candidate  was  accepted.  The 
teachers  in  Nos.  1,  4,  and  5,  having  taught  in  town  during  the  sum- 
mer, were  not  re-examined. 

In  No.  1,  there  were  two  separate  schools.  The  primary  depart- 
ment was  under  the  management  of  the  teacher  who  had  charge  of 
the  whole  school  in  summer.  We  hoped,  being  relieved  of  half  her 
burden,  she  would  have  succeeded  much  better  than  she  did  in  the 
summer.  But  in  this,  we  were  disappointed.  The  school  made 
but  little  progress,  especially  in  reading  and  spelling.  The  same 
want  of  energy  noticed  in  the  summer  was  visible  in  the  winter. 
Hence  we  gladly  walk  out  of  the  lower  into  the  higher  department. 
A  very  marked  contrast  was  to  be  seen  between  the  two  schools.  It 
is  needless  for  us  to  speak  in  praise,  to  his  townsmen,  of  him  who  was 
the  life  and  soul  of  the  advanced  school.  His  superior  merits  as  a 
teacher  are  not  hid  under  a  bushel.  We  rarely  meet  with  one  who 
possesses  such  a  wonderful  power  to  galvanize  a  school  into  life  and 
activity.  He  knows  how  to  teach  the  various  branches  of  study,  a 
secret  that  few  possess.  There  was  hardly  a  recitation  that  was  not 
of  a  superior  order.  We  were  particularly  pleased  with  the  perfor- 
mance of  a  class  of  little  girls  in  Mitchell's  small  Geography — of  a 
class  in  the  large  Geography — of  one  in  Colburn's  Arithmetic — and 
by  the  progress  made  by  a  class  in  Grammar.  We  should  be  glad 
to  particularize  more  but  time  does  not  permit. 

\\  e  were  much  pleased  to  hear  the  testimony  the  teacher  bore  to 
the  uniform  good  deportment  of  all  the  scholars,  and  the  readiness 
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with  which  they  hud  seconded  all  his  efforts  for  their  improvement. 
And  when  we  can  have  such  teachers  in  all  our  schools,  and  as  ready 
a  cooperation  on  the  part  of  all  the  scholars,  we  shall  have  schools  of 
which  we  shall  not  be  ashamed ;  yea,  of  which  we  may  justly  be  proud. 
We  think  all  the  forty  visitors,  present  at  the  close,  went  away  saying 
in  their  hearts,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

In  No.  2,  there  was  a  very  excellent  school  indeed.  The  deport- 
ment of  the  scholars  was  extremely  good.  Hence  we  need  not  ,:ay 
that  they  made  very  commendable  improvement.  The  teacher  reports 
that  nine  pupils  had  not  whispered  during  the  term.  We  thank  them 
for  this  manifest  desire  on  their  part  to  have  a  good  school.  The  dis- 
trict may  consider  themselves  very  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  a  teach- 
er ;  and  the  success  attendant  upon  her  efforts,  proves,  what  many 
disbelieve,  that  a  female  can  "keep  a  good  winter  school."  We  hope- 
that  some  district  in  town  will  secure  her  services  for  the  ensuing 
summer. 

The  teacher  in  No.  3,  ruled  with  a  cudgel,  but  failed  to  secure  good 
order,  or  good  attention  to  the  studies  pursued.  The  discipline  was 
inferior  to  that  in  the  summer,  and  the  progress  of  the  school,  on  the 
whole,  not  so  good.  Yet  we  think  the  principal  teacher  did  the  best 
in  his  power.  No  great  advancement  can  be  made,  under  any  teach- 
er or  teachers,  where  so  many  scholars  are  huddled  together  in  so 
small  a  space. 

The  teacher  in  No.  4,  did  not  succeed  as  well  as  we  anticipated. 
That  district  now  possesses  the  most  favorable  state  of  things  for  a  good 
school  of  any  in  town  ;  and  the  teacher  had  gained  for  herself  much 
credit  by  her  success  in  No.  3,  in  the  summer.  Hence  we  hardly  know- 
how  to  account  for  it,  that  with  a  much  less  number  of  scholars,  she 
succeeded  no  better.  We  do  not  mean  by  this  that  her  school  was 
very  disorderly,  or  that  no  progress  was  made.  We  think  the  school 
in  both  respects  full  equal  to  an  average.  But  the  opportunities  for 
a  first  rate  school,  being  so  much  better  than  where  she  taught  in  the 
summer,  she  failed  to  meet  our  expectations.  Perhaps  we  were  look- 
ing for  too  much.  At  any  rate  we  confidently  predicted,  before  the 
school  commenced,  more  success  than  was  realized. 

Substantially  the  same  remarks,  respecting  order  and  progress,  will 
apply  to  No.  5,  winter  school,  that  we  have  made  in  reference  to 
that  of  the  summer.  We  regret  that  we  must  say  so,  but  we  must 
sp  eak  the  truth  at  all  hazards.  This  school  is  now  the  third,  in  point  of 
numbers,  in  town,  and  requires  a  very  efficient  and  competent  teach- 
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er.  There  is  talent  enough  in  the  district  to  make  an  excellent 
school.  Justice  requires  us  to  say,  there  were  two  or  three  very  good 
recitations,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  larger  scholars,  at  the  closing 
examination. 

One  individual,  too  old  to  be  numbered  as  a  scholar,  created  con- 
siderable disturbance  by  an  unwillingness  to  conform  to  any  healthy 
regulations,  and  at  the  request  of  the  teacher  "leave  of  absence"  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term,  was  granted  him  by  one  of  the  committee, 
after  he  had  attended  about  a  fortnight. 

The  school  in  No.  6,  was  somewhat  broken  up  by  "  the  measles," 
that  kept  at  home,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  about  half  of  the 
pupils.  This  school  was  taught  by  the  same  experienced  teacher 
who  had  charge  of  the  higher  department  in  No.  1.  Wherever  that 
gentleman  teaches  we  are  sure  of  marked  success.  Hence  it  is  su- 
perfluous to  say  there  was  a  good  school.  Quite  a  number  of  his  pu- 
pils in  No.  1,  availed  themselves  of  his  instructions  at  No.  G.  The 
first  class  in  Geography  called  out  our  special  commendation,  though 
all  the  recitations  were  very  good.  If  such  results  can  be  effected 
with  "the  measles"  we  leave  it  for  you  to  judge  what  might  be  the 
progress  without  them.  No  one  in  the  district,  we  presume,  feels 
"the  money's  worth"  was  not  obtained  this  winter. 

The  teacher  in  No;  7  was  wholly  inexperienced  in  the  duties  of  the 
school-room,  having  never  taught  before.  The  school  had  not  kept 
long,  before  complaints  were  made  to  the  chairman,  that  "  it  was  do- 
ing no  good" — "  it  was  very  disorderly," — "  a  part  of  the  scholars  had 
left,"  &c,  accompanied  by  the  request  that  he  would  visit  it  at  his 
earliest  convenience.  And  he  promised  to  do  so.  A  few  days  after- 
wards, it  was  visited  by  the  whole  Board,  and  we  must  say,  in  truth, 
that  the  school  appeared  in  a  far  better  state  than  we  anticipated. 
The  writer  of  this  report  went  to  the  school  with  the  impression 
that  he  should  advise  the  teacher  to  leave,  but  went  away  feeling 
quite  differently.  It  was  pretty  evident,  on  a  close  examination,  that 
there  were  two  or  three  large  boys  who  were  at  the  root  of  much  of 
the  trouble  ;  yet  we  think  the  teacher  had  not  taken  quite  as  resolute 
and  firm  a  stand  as  she  ought.  But  we  had  no  idea  of  having  her 
"  crushed  out"  of  the  school,  without  a  fair  trial  of  her  abilities,  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  she  was  physically  unable  to  flog  several 
scholars  large  enough  to  govern  themselves,  and  old  enough  to 
be  called  gentlemen.  We  gave  the  best  advice  we  could  to  the  schol- 
ars— urged  them  to  make  the  best  use  of  their  time  and  opportuni- 
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ties  and  requested  the  teacher  to  notify  us  immediately  of  any  insub- 
ordination that  might  occur,  and  we  would  "call  again."  We  also,  after 
school  was  dismissed,  gave  some  advice  to  the  teacher,  which  we  have 
reason  to  believe  resulted  in  good  to  the  school.  The  young  "fillibus- 
ters"  finding  themselves  cornered,  or  from  some  cause,  found  it  pru- 
dent to  retreat,  and  therefore  left  the  school.  After  that  it  made 
good  progress  and  much  interest  was  manifested,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  remained,  which  points  very  directly  to  the  quarter  where  most 
of  the  difficulty  arose. 

There  was  a  good  school  in  No.  8.  The  teacher  was  awake,  and 
succeeded  in  infusing  some  of  his  own  energy  into  his  pupils.  He 
evidently  labored  hard  for  the  good  of  those  committed  to  his  care, 
and  we  are  happy  to  say  that  he  labored  not  in  vain.  The  schol- 
ars were  quite  prompt  in  the  recitation  seat.  We  were  much  pleas- 
ed with  one  or  two  classes  in  Colburn's  Arithmetic,  and  with  one  in 
Geography  who  recited  in  part  from  "  Outline  Maps." 

The  whole  number  of  different  scholars,  in  all  our  winter  schools, 
was  412,  which  is  29  less  than  last  year.* 

Having  given  "a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
Public  Schools,"  we  now  proceed  to  discharge  the  other  duty  impos- 
ed upon  us  by  the  Statute,  viz :  to  make  such  "suggestions"  as  we 
"deem  necessary  to  promote  the  interests"  of  the  schools.  And  in  do- 
ing so  we  shall  be  obliged  to  pass  along  more  hastily  than  we  could 
wish  lest  we  weary  your  patience.  This  will  be  a  sufficient  excuse 
if  any  one  should  feel  we  have  not  dwelt  so  long  upon  any  topic  as  its 
importance  demands.  We  must  leave  unsaid  much  we  should  have 
been  glad  to  have  presented  for  your  considertion. 

Mental  arithmetic,  has  been  altogether  too  much  neglected 
in  our  schools.  If  taught  as  it  should  be,  it  is  one  of  the  best 
studies  the  child  can  have  to  discipline  the  mind.  Yet  very  few  of 
our  teachers  are  qualified  to  teach  it  as  it  should  be  taught.  Many 
of  them,  not  having  much  knowledge  of  it  themselves,  do  not  urge  the 
study  of  it  upon  their  pupils  as  they  ought.  Hence  most  of  the  chil- 
dren are  eager  to  use  the  slate,  and  leave  the  mental  Arithmetic  be- 
fore they  have  half  mastered  it.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  If  they  will 
thoroughly  master  Colburn,  we  will  guarantee  that  they  will  make 
more  rapid  progress  in  written  Arithmetic,  than  they  would  if  unac- 
quainted with  Colburn.    But  in  order  to  be  benefited  by,  Colburn,  or 

*  For  st.itist.irs  of  winter  srhoole  see  Table  No.  2. 
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any  other  mental  Arithmetic,  the  scholar  should  be  required,  to  ana- 
lyze, thoroughly,  every  example,  giving  the  reasons  for  every  step  he 
takes.  If  he  is  instructed  in  this,  the  only  correct  way,  we  are  confi- 
dent, when  he  has  Colburn  familiar  as  "  household  words",  he  is 
better  prepared  for  all  the  common  business  affairs  of  life,  than  he  is 
with  a  knowledge  of  written  Arithmetic  alone.  We  are  induced  to 
speak  of  this  matter  because  so  few  of  our  teachers  understand  it. — 
At  the  examination  of  most  of  the  teachers  the  past  year,  we  requir- 
ed them  to  solve  a  few  examples  selected  from  Colburn ;  and  it  was 
astonishing,  after  a  long  time  spent  upon  them,  how  few  gave  correct 
answers.  Yet  every  child,  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  ought  to  be  able 
to  give  the  true  auswers  without  any  hesitation.  The  teachers  in 
Nos.  2,  3  and  4,  in  the  summer ;  and  in  the  higher  department  of  No. 
1,  and  in  Nos.  2,  4,  6  and  8,  in  the  winter,  taught  this  branch  of  study 
most  successfully. 

Prudential  Committees  : — It  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
success  of  our  schools  that  there  should  be,  not  only  a  good  under- 
standing between  the  prudential  and  general  committee,  but  also  a 
concert  of  action.  The  duties  of  each,  though  somewhat  different,  are 
still  directed  to  the  same  great  end — the  securing  of  good  schools. — 
And,  unless  they  work  in  harmony,  the  end  desired  is  not  reached. — 
Either  party,  if  so  disposed,  can  thwart  the  best  efforts  of  the  other. 
The  Statutes  require  the  prudential  committee,  "  to  give  such  infor- 
mation and  assistance  to  the  school  committee  of  the  town,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  aid  them  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  them." 
[See  Rev.  Stat.  Chap.  23,  sect.  25.]  "  Under  this  specification  of 
duty"  says  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  in  his  Tenth 
Report,  (p.  54  and  55 )  "  the  prudential  committee  is  bound, — 

1st.  To  cause  the  candidate  to  appear  before  the  superintending 
committee,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  have  appointed  for 
examination ;  and  the  prudential  committee  should,  if  practicable,  be 
present  at  the  examination. 

2d.  To  ascertain  whatever,  by  diligent  and  careful  inquiry,  he  can' 
respecting  the  moral  character  of  the  candidate  he  presents,  his  pre- 
vious history,  and  his  success  as  a  teacher,  if  he  has  ever  taught 
school  before,  and  what  means  he  has  taken  to  qualify  himself  for 
teaching. 

3d.  To  give  the  superintending  committee  due  notice  of  the  time 
when  the  school  will  begin,  and  also  of  the  time  when  it  will  close,  so 
that  they  may  visit  it  according  to  law. 
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4th.  To  give  the  superintending  committee  the  earliest  information 
of  any  danger,  from  any  cause  within  their  jurisdiction,  which  may 
impend  over  the  school,  and  threaten  to  impair  its  usefulness." 

•  t 

We  regret  to  say  that  most  of  the  prudential  committees  have  not 

for  the  year  past,fulfilled  all  these  requirements  of  the  law.  We  think 
the  specification  of  duty  under  the  "  2d"  head  very  important ;  and  to 
this  we  would  call  particular  attention,  so  long  as  the  town  shall  em- 
power the  prudential  committees  to  "  contract  with  the  teachers."  Be- 
fore engaging  a  teacher,  we  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  due 
inquiries  should  be  made  "  respecting  the  moral  character  of  the  can- 
didate"— "  his  success  as  a  teacher,"  &c.  If  the  individual  has  ever 
taught  in  town,  either  with  good,  indifferent  or  ill  results,  a  short  con- 
ference between  the  two  committees  would,  oftentimes,  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  schools,  by  causing  a  good  teacher  to  be  re-engaged  : 
or  what  is  even  of  more  consequence,  prevent  the  engagement  of  one 
who  would  not  give  a  good  return  for  the  money  expended.  A  single 
word  from  the  examining  committee,  before  the  contract  was  made, 
would  oftentimes  save  them  and  the  district  committee  from  much 
embarrassment.  We  trust  "  a  word  to  the  wise  will  be  sufficient." — 
We  think  it  would  be  a  gcod  idea  for  the  different  committees  to 
meet  occasionally  to  consult  upon  the  best  means  of  improving  the  char- 
acter of  our  schools.  We  can  but  feel  that  such  meetings,  for  a  full 
and  free  discussion  of  the  wants  of  the  several  schools,  and  the  means 
of  relieving  them — of  the  obstacles  that  stand  in  the  way  of  the  schol- 
ars progress,  and  how  they  shall  be  removed — would  result  in  great 
and  permanent  good. 

In  the  selection  of  teachers  the  desire  should  be,  at  whatever  cost, 
to  get  the  best  to  be  had ,  for  what  are  called  "  cheap  teachers,"  are, 
generally,  in  the  end,  the  dearest.  The  idea  is,  by  far,  too  prevalent 
that  "  any  body  will  do  to  teach  small  children."  This  is  a  great 
mistake.  The  child  needs,  during  his  first  school  going  years,  the 
best  teacher  he  ever  has, — one  that  will  teach  him  correctly  what  '  he 
does  learn,  so  that  he  will  not  have  it  to  unlearn  in  after  years.  It 
takes  much  longer  to  eliminate  old  errors  from  the  mind  than  to*  ac- 
quire new  truth.  How  important,  then,  that  the  child  should  be 
taught  right  when  he  begins  his  educational  career  !  As  he  grows  ol- 
der he  can  better  afford  to  have  a  poor,  incompetent  teacher,  because 
he  can  then  depend  upon  himself  more.  We  repeat,  then,  with  em- 
phasis, that  the  very  best  teachers  are  the  only  ones  who  should  direct  the 
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first  unfolding  of 'the  child's  mind  ;  for  how  true  are  the  words  of  the 
poet, — 

"  As  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree's  inclined." 

If  the  town  continue  to  empower  the  prudential  committees  to 
"  contract  with  the  teachers,"  we  recommend  that  these  committees 
be  all  chosen  in  the  spring;  so  as  to  give  them  ample  time  to  secure 
good  teachers  for  the  winter  schools.  If  not  chosen  till  August  or 
September,  as  is  the  case  in  some  districts,  most  of  the  best  teachers 
are  already  engaged,  and  they  must  take  up  with  what  they  can  get. 
In  New  Hampshire  the  law  requires  all  the  prudential  committees  to 
be  chosen  in  March.    A  similar  Statute  in  Massachusetts  is  desirable. 

School  Teachers  do  not  always  prepare  themselves  for  their 
duties  as  they  ought.  At  the  examination  of  the  teachers  we  inquir- 
ed respecting  the  means  they  had  used  to  qualify  themselves  for  their 
responsible  station.  One  or  two  only,  had  ever  attended  a  Normal 
School,  and  but  very  few  a  Teachers'  Institute.  Nor  were  they  on  the 
whole  familiar  with  those  books  designed  to  aid  them  in  their  vocation. 
We  would  earnestly  urge  upon  them  the  importance  of  a  thorough 
preparation  for  their  great  work.  Many  of  them  fail  in  teaching  be- 
cause they  do  not  know  how  to  teach  the  several  branches.  The  de~ 
sign  of  the  Normal  Schools  and  Teachers'  Institute,  is  to  give  this  in- 
formation. And  no  teacher  should  presume  to  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  the  office  without  availing  himself  or  herself  of  the  means,  now  af- 
forded for  a  thorough  preparation  for  the  profession.  The  last  legisla- 
ture, to  encourage  teachers  to  attend  Normal  Schools,  passed  a  "Re- 
solve" granting  aid  to  "those  who  find  it  difficult  to  meet  the  expense 
necessarily  incurred  by  attending"  these  schools.  We  regard  it  a 
wise  policy,  on  the  part  of  the  state*  to  offer  this  inducement  to  those 
who  give  promise  of  "  becoming  successful  teachers".  May  it  have 
the  desired  effect. 

The  absences  and  tardinesses  of  the  scholars  are  always  a 
great  drawback  upon  their  progress.  During  the  year,  in  some  of 
our  schools,  these  have  been  enormous,  especially  the  former.*  The 
whole  number  of  absences  in  summer  was  3602  days,  or  720  school 
weeks,  reckoning  5  days  to  the  week.  The  whole  number  of  absences 
in  the  winter  was  4348  days  !  amounting  to  more  than  869  weeks  ! 
The  whole  number  of  tardinesses  in  summer,  686. — in  winter  1109. 
The  absences  only  include  those  while  the  pupils  were  connected  with 
the  school.    If  a  scholar  did  not  commence  attending  till  the  school  had 

*  See  Tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 
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kept  some  days  or  weeks,  or  left  before  the  close  of  the  school,  no  no- 
tice is  taken  of  it.  The  most  absences  in  any  school  during  the  ye:tr, 
was  in  No.  3,  winter  school,  where  they  amounted  to  1 472.  The 
most  punctual  attendance  was  in  No.  1,  winter  school,  higher  depart- 
ment, where  the  absences  were  only  35. 

An  irregular  attendance  is  very  deleterious  to  a  scholar's  advance- 
ment, and  ought  to  be,  and  might  be  avoided  in  most  cases.  If  a  child 
cannot  go  a  whole  term,  it  is  far  better  for  him  to  attend  regularly  while 
he  does  go,  than  to  be  present  two  or  three  days  and  then  away  as 
many.  No  wonder  that  scholars  do  not  learn  much  who  attend  so  ir- 
regularly. And  yet  the  parents  of  such  are  the  most  liable  to  find 
fault  because  "  their  children  have  not  learned  any  thing."  If  parents 
really  desire  their  children  to  acquire  a  good  education,  we  do  not  un- 
derstand why  they  permit  this  irregular  attendance.  The  parent  has 
no  moral  right,  by  keeping  him  at  home,  to  prevent  the  child  from  stor- 
ing his  mind  with  useful  knowledge.  A  generous  education  is  the  in- 
heritance bequeathed  by  the  state  to  every  child  within  her  borders. 
And  'tis  robbery  to  deprive  him  of  his  "  birthright." 

Every  child  has  rights — inherent — inalienable  rights  ;  and  not  even 
a  parent,  without  the  strongest  reasons,  is  justified  in  disregarding  these 
rights. 

School  houses  deserve  a  passing  notice  ;  for  the  progress  of  the 
pupils  depends  much  upon  their  proper  construction  and  ventilation. — 
We  are  happy  to  state  that  some  improvement  has  been  made  the  pas* 
year  in  these  buildings,  Nos.  4  and  8,  have  erected  new  houses.  The 
one  in  No.  4  is  by  far  the  bet  ter  house  of  the  two, — is  in  fact  much  su- 
perior to  any  in  town.  The  district  are  worthy  of  much  praise  for 
their  liberality  in  erecting  so  commodious  and  well  furnished  a  house. — 
It  contains  most  of  the  modern  improvments  viz  : — blinds,  patent  seats 
and  desks,  ventilating  stove,  sinks,  mats,  door  scrapers,  clock  and  ther- 
mometer,— the  last  two  articles  the  gift  of  a  friend.  The  whole  cost  of 
building  and  appendages  was  $1085.00. 

Theirs  is  one  very  manifest  defect  in  the  mode  of  ventilating  this 
house.  The  two  ventilators  are  overhead  midway  of  the  school  room, 
whereas  they  should  be  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  house,  opposite  the 
stove.  The  reason  is  obvious.  With  a  ventilating  stove,  and  every 
school  house  should  have  one,  the  current  of  warm  air  passes  directly 
from  the  stove  to  the  ventilators  when  open  ;  and  hence  placed  mid- 
way of  the'  school  room  they  prevent  the  warming  of  the  back  part  of 
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the  house.  This  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  No.  4  the  past  win- 
ter. One  of your  committee  pointed  out  this  defect  to  the  building 
committee,  also  to  the  architect,  before  it  was  to  late  too  remedy  it ;  but 
he  could  not  prevail  upon  the  contractor  to  make  the  change,  although 
he  offered  to  pay  the  expense  of  it  out  of  his  own  pocket.  It  would 
have  been  a  great  improvement  if  windows  had  been  placed  in  the 
end  of  the  house  back  of  the  scholars. 

The  new  house  in  No.  8,  though  much  inferior  in  every  respect,  to 
that  in  No.  4,  it  is  a  great  improvement  upon  the  old  one.  The  whole 
expense  of  this  house  was  $650.00.  It  is  not  so  good  a  house  as  ought 
to  have  been  built ;  and  this,  some  of  the  district  have  acknowledged  to 
us.  There  is  no  way  of  ventilating,  except  by  letting  down  the  win- 
dows, a  very  bad  practice.  The  arrangement  of  the  seats  might  have 
been  better.  They  should  have  faced  the  end,  and  not  the  side  of  the 
house.  As  now  arranged,  the  scholars  sit  facing  the  windows,  which 
is  very  injurious  to  the  eye.  The  light  should  be  admitted  at  the  back, 
and  on  each  side  of  the  seats,  but  never  in  front.  Every  school  house 
should  be  so  arranged  as  to  have  a  large  black  board  directly  behind  the 
teacher's  desk,  and  in  front  of  the  whole  school.  And  it  would  be  a 
good  plan  to  have  a  recitation  seat  raised  one  step  back  of  all  the  seats, 
ao  that  when  the  class  is  reciting,the  whole  school  can  be  seen  at  a  glance 
by  the  teacher.  We  say  these  things  in  no  fault-finding  spirit,  in  regard 
to  either  of  the  new  houses,  but  believing  them  to  be  radical  defects,  we 
mention  them  that  they  may  not  be  copied  by  other  districts,  when 
they  shall  build  anew. 

District  No.  8,  in  addition  to  the  expense  of  a  new  house,  with  very 
commendable  liberality  have  furnished  it  with  Pelton's  large  series  of 
Outline  Maps,  six  in  number,  at  a  cost  of  $25.00.  Each  one  from  six 
to  seven  feet  square.  We  have  already  spoken  in  commendation  of 
some  recitations  from  these  maps  at  the  closing  examination.  We 
hope  other  districts  will  follow  the  noble  example  set  them  in  this  re- 
spect by  No.  8.  Not  only  these  maps  are  needed  in  all  our  schools, 
but  also  apparatus,  of  various  kinds,  to  illustrate  the  different  branch- 
es of  study.  The  house  in  No,  8,  has  also,  what  is  almost  indispen- 
sable in  the  school  room,  a  clock. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  mention  that  measures  are  in  progress  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  house  in  No.  3. 

The  old  house  in  No.  5,  has,  within  a  few  days,  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  and,  we  understand  the  district  have  voted  to  erect  forthwith  a 
new  house.    We  would  suggest  to  the  districts  about  to  erect  new 
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houses  that,  in  all  cases  where  it  is  practicable  they  have  a  cellar,  or 
basement  story,  under  the  whole  house  to  be  used  as  a  wood  house, 
and  especially  for  a  play  room  for  the  children  in  unpleasant  weather. 
The  school-room  itself  is  no  place  for  a  play  ground,  nor  is  a  little 
room,  a  dozen  feet  square,  sufficient  forthe  accommodation  of  40  or  50 
pupils  who  remain  during  the  intermission  at  noon,  or  who  assemble 
before  the  opening  of  the  school  in  the  morning. 

Several  plans  of  school  houses  may  be  found  in  the  "  Supplement" 
to  the  last  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  which 
we  have  lately  received.  We  commend  them  to  the  attention  of  those 
contemplating  new  houses.  We  also  ask  attention  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Leach,  on  ventilation,  commencing  near  the  bottom  of  page  76 
of  theReport  just  mentioned.  Also  to  what  is  said  on  pages  100  and 
101 ;  for  the  health — yea,  often  the  life  of  the  scholar  depends  upon 
a  proper  ventilation  of  the  school-room.  We  should  be  glad  to  en- 
large upon  this  point,  but  our  limits  forbid. 

Appropriations  for  schools  furnish  one  of  the  most  efficient  means 
of  their  success.  The  past  year  $50,000  over  any  previous  year, 
have  been  raised  for  the  support  of  schools,  by  the  various  towns  and 
cities  in  the  state.  How  much  has  Norton  done  towards  this  increase  ? 
Nothing !  While  other  towns  have  increased  their  appropriations  we 
have  made  no  advance  for  several  years,  and  therefore  are  falling  in- 
to the  background.  In  1851-2  Norton  stood,  as  it  regards  appropri- 
ations, No.  176  in  the  state,  and  No.  8  in  the  county.  That  is,  175 
towns  in  the  state  raised  more  money  per  scholar  than  we,  and  7  were 
ahead  of  us  in  the  county.  In  1852-3,  instead  of  being  where  we 
were  the  year  before,  we  fell  back  from  176  in  the  state  to  237,  and 
rank  13  in  the  county.  Ought  we  to  retrograde  while  others  ad- 
vance ?  Is  $2,824  all  you  can  spare  towards  the  education  of  each 
of  your  children  during  an  entire  year  ?  We  simply  ask  the  ques- 
tion leaving  it  for  you  to  answer.* 

The  division  of  the  school  money  among  the  several  districts, 
so  that  each  child  will  derive  about  equal  benefit  from  it,  is  a  deside- 
atum  to  be  obtained,  if  possible.  The  present  mode,  we  believe  is, 
n  this  town,  to  divide  one  half  the  money  raised  equally  among  the 
eight  districts,  and  the  other  half  equally  among  the  scholars.  If  there 
is  no  great  disparity  of  numbers  in  the  several  districts,  this  would  be 
perhaps  about  right,  yet  it  would  not  be  just  in  all  cases. 

*  After  reading  the  report,  the  town  voted  to  rai?e  $150  '.00  for  schools  the  present  year 
which  is  $300.00  advauce  from  lawt  ye**. 
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Desiring  equal  privileges  for  all,  and  not  from  partiality  to  any,  we 
call  attention  to  this  matter.  Nos.  1  and  3  have  scholars  enough  for 
two  schools,  both  summer  and  winter,  but  in  the  division  of  the  mon- 
ey they  are  regarded  the  same  as  the  other  districts  in  town.  It  is 
our  unanimous  opinion  that,  in  the  division  of  the  money,  each  sepa- 
rate school  kept  two  terms  in  a  year,  should  be  regarded  as  a  district. 
We  mean  by  this,  that  the  money  apportioned  to  the  districts  should 
be  divided  into  ten  parts  instead  of  eight,  and  that  Nos.  1  and  3  each 
receive  two  parts  instead  of  one  as  they  now  do,  so  long  as  they  shall 
maintain  two  schools  in  entirely  separate  rooms.  The  justice  of  this 
course  will  be  seen  by  a  little  examination.  Nos.  2,  6  and  7,  with  less 
than  one  third  the  scholars  in  No.  1,  and  less  than  one  fourth  the 
scholars  in  No.  3,  have  more  than  one  half  the  money  that  Nos.  1 
and  3  have.  Of  course,  under  the  present  arrangement,  if  Nos.  1  and 
3  each,  maintain  two  schools,  as  they  ought,  and  must,  before  they 
can  get  an  adequate  return  for  the  money  expended,  they  cannot  have 
so  long  a  school  in  either  department  as  Nos.  2,  6  and  7,  although 
they  have  more  scholars  in  each  department,  than  any  one  of  the  last 
mentioned  districts.  Certainly,  the  39  pupils  in  each  .department  of 
No.  1,  and  the  48  pupils  in  each  department  of  No.  3,  ought  to  re- 
ceive as  much  money  as  the  23  scholars  in  Nos.  2  and  6,  and  the  24 
in  No.  7.  We  do  not,  as  we  have  said,  recommend  this  change  un- 
less No.  1  and  3  respectively,  have  tivo  separate  schools  both  summer 
and  winter ;  for  we  regard  it  as  very  poor  policy  to  put  80  or  100 
scholars  into  one  room  under  the  care  of  one,  or  even  two  teachers. 
Almost  the  universal  voice  of  the  best  teachers,  and  writers  upon  ed- 
ucation, is  in  favor  of  distinct  apartments  for  each  teacher.  It  is  far 
better  to  have  separate  schools  even  if  they  are  shorter. 

In  conclusion,  we  bespeak  for  our  common  schools  a  liberal  and 
enlightened  policy  on  the  part  of  the  town ;  and  we  doubt  not  they  will 
receive  it.  They  are  the  main  pillars  of  republican  institutions — the 
corner  stone  of  liberty.  In  them  most  of  our  children  receive  their  en- 
tire school  education.  And  they  should  therefore  be  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  present  age.  They  can  and  should  be  made  more  effi- 
cient than  they  now  are.  And  when  you  will  it,  the  thing  is  done. 
It  was  a  grand  idea  of  our  fathers,  when  they  said  "every  child  should 
be  educated."  What  they  in  their  poverty  commenced,  we  in  our  a- 
bundance  should  complete.  Our  common  schools  should  be  raised  to 
such  a  standard,  that  every  child  may  receive  from  them  such  a  trai- 
ning as  will  amply  prepare  him  for  all  the  common  business  transac- 


tions  or  life.  Any  thing  less  than  this  will  not  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  coming  generation.  Bear  in  mind,  that  the  world  is  advancing. 
What  was  "excellent"  in  the  past,  will  be  called  "mediocrity"  in  the 
future.  Cherish  then  these  noble  institutions  "as  the  apple  of  your 
eye."  Encourage  your  children  to  love  and  respect  them.  Urge 
them  to  make  a  good  use  of  their  present  opportunities  and  privile- 
ges. See  to  it,  that  they  are  regular  and  punctual  in  their  attendance. 
Provide  them  with  all  the  means  that  will  help  them  onward  in  the  path- 
way of  learning.  Instil  into  their  minds  the  belief  that  knowledge  is  bet- 
ter than  rubies.  Make  them  practically  to  understand  that  education 
in  its  truest  and  highest  sense — the  education  of  the  whole  mind,  mor- 
ally as  well  as  intellectually,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  prepare  them 
to  fulfil  well  all  the  duties  that  will  devolve  upon  them,  in  adult  age, 
as  the  citizens  of  this  great  and  growing  Republic ! 

Let  then  all  classes  receive  together,  in  the  bosom  of  our  public 
schools,  a  good,  thorough,  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  without  any 
distinctions  between  them,  except  those  that  arise  from  being  the  best 
scholar —  the  most  obedient  child.  The  genius  of  our  institutions  de- 
mands it ;  the  security  of  life  and  property  demands  it ;  humanity  and 
Christianity  demand  it. 

And  when  this  is  done,  then  will  flee  away,  never  more  to  return,  all 
those  unworthy  feelings  that  so  embitter  man  against  man,  and  class  a- 
gainst  class,  and  which  threaten  disaster  and  ruin  to  our  county,  and 
hereafter,  fellow  citizen  will  be  but  another  name  for  Friend. 

GEORGE  F.  CLARK,       )  School 
FRANKLIN  HOLMES,  I 
BENJAMIN  M.  ROUNDS. )  Committee. 

Norton,  April  3, 1854. 


'3 


CO 

oo 


CO 

o 
o 

SB 

o 

02 


O 

PQ 
Eh 


CO  o  o 

oq  o  o 

CO  »—  rl  r- 1  (M  CO  CO  r- 


W3 


CM  O  O 

CO 

00  iO  »d  CM  (NCOOHODnOO(NH"*(M 
"tf  CO  CM  CO  CO  CO        r-i        CO        n  m 

CO 


O  O 

CO  o  o 

r*cor-^coc<jcococoocoococococoT<J 

00  CO  (N  (N  CO        i— i       iO        r-i  i— i  ko 


O  ©  © 

cs  o  o 

CON^T)iHiNCO>OOCOO(N^(N^O 
MMn(N  CM  CO  r-i  CO  CM  r-i  rfrl 
 CO  

©  o 
o  © 

CO 
rH  XO 

©  *a 

©  l> 

r-i  CO 

CM  CO 


co 

COC000O(NC0i0Ht>HNC0C 
00  'O  (N  ^  »Q  «J        rH  CM 

CO  CM 


CM 

© 

lO^^NNiOH^^OCOOCOC 
CO  "tf1  CO  CO  CTi        r~i  o 


CO  o  o 

C3  ©  O 

iOt>."^COCMCMt^CT5t>C5COCOCOCO^:CM 
'O  O  t>  O  CT5CO        mO        rji        H  CO  X 


©  CM  iO  CO 
rtfi  CM  i-i  m 


cocoocmocmcocoo 

CM  CO 
CM 


©  c 
o  o 
©  O 

CM  "tf 


OCNNOTOCOOHN-OOiOO 
<^  t>       CO  t>»  CO       CO       *o  CO 

4—  H 


©  © 
©  © 
CM  CO 
CM  CO 


0H 

CD 


03 


>  S 


oT  cd 


"2  s 


r© 

Sc 


i  s 

s  « 


to 


o       E  O 


C 

Eft* 

© 


o 

03  a: 


13 
CD  CD 


0) 


>  o 


§3  ° 
cd  S 


02 

s 

© 

1 1 

rP  CP 

©  — 

CO  Si 


CD 


CD 


19 


su- 
ra 


00 


El 


iO  O)  C5 

:o  'O  CO  CO  ^  OO  00  t>  00  CO  O  O  'C  CO  CO 

'O  T^H  CO  CO  CO         rH         "H         CM  (N  t>  (N 


00 


O  O  CO  N  CO 

tO  «C  CO 


^  ccococo 

SrtHH 


o  o  co 
o  o  o 

CMCON^O^iCKMOiO 
00        CO        r-l        ^  CO  C5  O 

Tji  i— ( 

©  ©  © 

O   O  -< 

O  H  H  O  H  CO  O  GO  CO  CO  'O 
CO  rH  rH  C£>  CM 


CO 
CO 

^CO(N(Nr< 


O  CO  rH  CO 

X)  iO  CO  c 


O  CM 

©  ©  o 

OQCOtHGNicco^CCCO 
rH         CN  CM  CO  C75  CM 
  — 1 

o  © 

©  ©  t> 
>t>.,H-*co©©©© 
CM        CO        r-t  GM  CO  t» 


©  co 

CO 


^»  co  a  t>  co 

O  iO  CO 


O  CO  N  CO 
a  C!  ^  O 


©  CM  © 
»0  i>-  CO 

CO  CO  CM  iO  CM  CM  [»  00  CO  CO  rH 
CO        CO        CO             CM  t>-  UO 
 r-^ 

©  iC  iO 

©  cm  co 

O  CM  rH  CO  O  CM  CO  CO  iO  CO  © 
t>.  CO  -h  co 

">tf  c_>  rH  CM 


rH  .  O  HO  CM 

CO  ©  O  CO 

riH^HCONOOtflOH^OfMCOCO 
O  CO  CM  CM  !>•        rH        CO        CM  CM  CO  CM 

CO  M 


O  © 
©  © 


'uo  l>  CM  tH  ©  CO  —  «>  ©  >0  CM  rJH  O  »0 
|rH  CO  CO  CO  CT>       CM       t>       CO  CM 


CO  ©  ©  rH 

I-  ©  ©  © 

rHi»O^H©©'^©1^'^OOlOCO^©©r-lO 
!H  H  rf*  CO  H         CO  rH  — i         CM         IO  CO  OD  H 
++  rH  ^  ^  CM 


g  O  uo 
c->  ~*  u 
L  cj 


c3  „  +3 


O  03 
^  CD 


c3  rQ  c3  rO 


~  c  fi 


q  ° 

5  rQ 


cd 
- 


r— (    ^       ^,  CC 


*•       CD     CD  r» 


bD.S 

3  B  ^ 

0)  q 
i   pC  s 
S  c 


c3 

CD 


o 

pQ 

cd 

a  . 

Si 

C3    0D  03 

to  ^5  ""3 

*3  CD 
|  grg 

a-B  g 

"J  tn 
O  CD 

1  8 

a 

o-  *e  53  -Q 

^  5 

r3      88  ^ 

H  rH  ^ 


* 


*  Jri  -v. 


!  -V 


ANNUAL  EEPOET 


OF  THE  A 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  NORTON, 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  30,  1856. 
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The  School  Committee  for  the  town  of  Norton  for  the  past  year, 
having  brought  their  labors  to  a  close ;  in  accordance  with  usage,  and 
also  in  obedience  to  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth,  beg  leave  to 
submit  their  annual 


r  v:  p  o  r  t. 


Your  Committee  are  among  the  large  number  of  our  fellow  citizens 
in  our  honored  Commonwealth,  who  feel  a  just  and  laudable  pride  in 
her  many  worthy  and  noble  institutions,  and  especially  that  of  her 
Common  Schools. 

In  them  and  their  success,  we  have  a  sure  foundation  for  the  vir- 
tue, enterprize  and  intelligence  of  her  citizens.  To  cherish  and  foster 
them,  therefore,  should  be  amoug  our  best  purposes,  and  most  noble 
endeavors. 

Your  Committee  have  noticed  with  much  satisfaction,  the  apparent 
and  growing  interest  in  the  several  Schools  in  town,  on  the  part  of 
parents  and  friends. 

The  large  number  who  have  visited  our  Schools  from  time  to  time, 
and  especially  at  the  closing  examination,  afford  conclusive  and 
pleasing  proofs,  that  parent  and  child,  teacher  and  pupil,  friend  and 
neighbor  had  here  one  common,  deep  and  abiding  interest. 

This  was  certainly  very  cheering  and  encouraging;  inasmuch 
as  a  want  of  interest  in  our  Schools  on  the  part  of  parents,  is 
one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  usefulness  and 
success. 

In  order  to  insure  permanency  in  the  proper  fulfilment  of  the  duty 
of  visiting  Schools,  we  need  to  keep  alive  in  the  mind,  a  living  and 
abiding  realization  of  its  personal  application  and  importance. 
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If  we  continue  to  act  well  our  part  in  this  matter,  how  pleas- 
ing will  the  contrast  always  be,  with  the  doings  of  some  in  the 
days  of  our  boyhood,  who,  having  engaged  an  itenerant  ped- 
agogue at  an  inferior  price,  pointed  him  to  the  old  time  worn  School 
house  in  the  distance,  and  no  concern  was  ever  manifested  about 
him  afterwards. 

Your  Committee  are  happy  in  the  belief  that  the  Public  Schools  in 
this  town  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  fortunate  in  the  selection  of 
faithful  teachers  during  the  past  year  ;  and  the  Schools  generally  have 
made  decided  and  commendable  proficiency  in  the  several  branches 
to  which  their  attention  has  been  directed.  Not  a  single  instance  of 
irreclaimable  insubordination  or  disobedience,  has  come  under  our  no- 
tice. 

It  is  now  appropriate  for  your  Committee  to  enter  somewhat  into 
detail,  in  reference  to  the  several  Schools  in  town. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

DISTRICT  No.  1.  ' 

Length.of  School,  2  7  Smos. 
Wages  of  Miss  Dean,  $29.00 
"  "  Makepeace,  6.67 

Cost  of  School,  90.04 

of  Norton,  j 


Prudential  Committee,  i  Whole  No.  Scholar,  85. 
Lysander  0.  Makepeace  Average  attend.  62. 
Principal,  I  No.  under  5  years,  0 

Sarah  J.  Dean,      I  No.  over  15"  0 
of  Raynham.       I  No.  in  District,  beween 
Assistant,  I    5  and  15,  May  1st, 

Ann  E.  Makepeace,   I    1855,  107 


This  School  was  too  large  for  one  teacher.  At  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  District,  it  was  voted  that  the  Summer  School  should 
be  under  the  charge  of  but  one  teacher.  And  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee engaged  the  services  of  Miss  Dean,  with  that  understand- 
ing. Under  these  circumstances,  we  reluctantly  consented  that 
s^e  should  take  charge  of  the  whole  School.  She  succeeded  as 
well  as  could  be  expected,  with  a  School  of  sufficient  size  for  two 
able  and  experienced  teachers. 

No  exertion  or  deep  engagedness  on  her  part  was  wanting,  to  make 
it  a  successful  and  good  School.  But  after  keeping  about  half  the 
term,  your  Committee  came  unanimously  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  School  could  not  be  promoted,  by  its  longer  con- 
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tinuance  under  the  instruction  of  one  teacher;  and  the  services  of  Miss 
Ann  E.  Makepeace,  as  assistant,  were  secured  for  the  remainder  of 
the  term.  The  School  flourished  well  under  their  united  instructions ; 
and  the  closing  examination  showed  an  earnestness,  and  an  effort  on 
the  part  of  both  teachers,  which  augers  well  for  their  future  success* 

Considering  the  crowded  state  of  the  School  room,  filled  to 
overflowing  with  some  eighty  scholars,  many  of  them  small,  and  all 
under  the  guidance  and  instruction  of  one  teacher  during  the  larger 
half  of  the  term, — the  School  appeared  as  well  as  circumstances  would 
warrant. 

No  District  School  of  this  size  and  character  can  meet  with  any 
desirable  success  without  two  able  and  experienced  teachers. 


DISTRICT  No.  2. 


Prudential  Committee, 
Oliver  S.  Titus. 
Teacher, 
Luranah  H.  Copeland, 
of  Mansfield. 


Whole  No.  Scholars,  22. 
Average  attend.  17  63-80 
No.  under  5  years,  2. 
No.  over  15  *  "  3. 
No.  in  District  between 
5  and  15  May  1, 1855,  23 


Length  of  School,  3  month  s 
Wages  of  Teacher,  $21.00 
Cost  of  School,  42.00 


This  District  has  the  oldest  School  house  in  town  ;  and  its  interior 
arrangements  and  inconveniences  work  injury  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  School. 

Miss  Copeland  was  a  successful  teacher,  having  won  the  favor  and 
kind  regard  of  her  pupils  ;  they  made  commendable  progress  in  the 
several  branches  of  study  to  which  their  attention  was  directed. 


DISTRICT  No.  3. 


Prudential  Committee, 
Asa  P.  Holmes, 
Principal, 
Maria  J.  Newcomb, 
of  Taunton. 

Assistant, 
Louisa  C  Dean, 
of  Kaston, 


Whole  No.  Scholars,j77 
Average  attend.  63 
No.  under  5  years,  1 
No.  over  15  "  3. 
No.  in  District  between 
5  and  15,  May  the  1st, 
1855,  91 


Length  of  School,  2  1-2  mos. 
Wages  of  Miss  New- 
comb,  $26.00 
Wages  of  Miss  Dean,  22.00 
Cost  of  School,  120.00 
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This  School  was  the  second  in  size,  and  in  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  your  Committee  nearer  a  model  School  than  any  in  town. 

The  most  pleasing  and  prominent  features  were  its  neatness,  its 
quietness  and  its  industry.  Miss  Newcomb  and  Miss  Dean  were 
a  unit  in  promoting  its  best  interests.  We  liked  the  closing  exam- 
ination. The  reading,  the  recitations,  the  compositions,  and  the  sing- 
ing were  all  of  high  order. 


DISTRICT  No.  4. 


Prudential  Committee, 
Augustus  L.  Pratt, 

Teacher, 
Asenath  Tetlow, 
of  Providence,  R.  I. 


Whole  No.  Scholars,  51. 
Average  attend.  32  6-10 
No.  under  5  years,  2. 
No.  over  15  "  0. 
No.  in  Dist.  between  5  & 
15,  May  1st,  1855,  54. 


Length  of  School  4  months. 
Wages  of  Teacher,  $22.00 
Cost  of  the  School,  86.90 


Miss  Tetlow  was  a  young  and  inexperienced  teacher,  but,  .by  su- 
perior skill,  diligence,  kind  demeanor,  and  gentle  manners,  blended 
with  all  that  indulgence  which  good  subordination  could  justify,  she 
won  the  affections  of  her  pupils,  and  the  approbation  of  their  parents. 
The  result  of  her  labors,  as  might  be  expected,  was  almost  an  unprece- 
dented improvement  in  the  pupils.  Here  we  found  the  best  readers 
of  any  School  in  town. 

DISTRICT  No.  5. 


Prudential  Committee, 
Seth  Smith, 
Teacher, 
Maria  J.  Newcomb, 
of  Taunton. 


Whole  No.  Scholan,  45. 
Average  attend.  38. 
No.  under  5  years,  1. 
No.  over  15  "  1. 
No.  in  Dist.  between  5  & 
15,  May  1st,  1855,  47. 


Length  of  School,  2  3-4  mos, 
Wages  of  Teacher,  $26.00 
Cost  of  School,  71,50 


This  was  an  excellent  School,  and  it  had  a  good  [instructor.  Miss 
Newcomb  brought  to  it  the  experience  of  a  first  class  teacher.  And 
our  anticipations  of  a  first  class  School  under  her  tuition,  met  with  no 
disappointment.  Neatness,order  and  industry,  reigned  here  supreme. 
The  closing  examination  was  a  good  one,  and  proved  conclusively 
that  neither  teacher  nor  pupil  had  spent  their  time  idly  or  unproflt- 
ably. 


DISTRICT  No.  6. 


Prudential  Committee, 
E.  Wood, 
Teacher, 
H.  Clarinda  Waters, 
of  Coleraine. 


Whole  No.  Scholars,  21.1 
Average  attend.  17. 1 
No.  under  5  years,  3.1 
No.  over  15  "  1 
No.  in  Dist.  between  5& 
15,  May  1st,  1855,  231 


Length  of  School,  3  months. 


Wages  of  Teacher 
Cost  of  School, 


$16.00 
48.00 


Miss  Waters  was  an  inexperienced  teacher,  and  wholly  destitute 
of  the  tact  requisite  for  an  instructor  of  youth. 


DISTRICT  No.  7. 


Prudential  Committee. 
Aaron  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Teacher, 
Rebecca  0.  Skinner, 
of  Norton. 


Whole  No.  Scholars,  21. 
Average  attend.  17  23-55 
No.  under  5  years,  2. 
No.  over  15  "  0. 
No.  in  Dist.  between  5  & 
15,  May  1st,  1855,  21 


Length  of  School,  2  3-4  mos. 
Wages  of  Teacher,  $16.00 
Cost  of  School,  44.00 


This  was  a  small  School,  one  of  the  smallest  in  town  ;  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Summer  term,  was  not  in  so  flourishing  a  con- 
dition as  was  desirable. 

Miss  Skinner  was  a  young  teacher,  but  possesses  good  literary  qual- 
fications,  and  we  presume,  with  more  experience  will  become  an  ac- 
ceptable teacher.  « 

DISTRICT  No.  8. 


Prudential  Committee 
Rathburn  Field. 

Teacher, 
Sarah  J.  Loring, 
of  Taunton. 


Whole  No.  Scholars,  32. 
Average  attend.  22  26-35 
No.  under  5  years,  1. 
No.  over  15  "  0. 
No.  in  Dist.  between  5  & 
15,  May  1st,  1855,  36 


Length  of  School,  3  1-2  mos. 
Wages  of  Teacher,  15.60 
Cost  of  School,  54,60 


Miss  Loring  labored  faithfully  for  the  improvement  of  her  pupils, 
manifesting  marked  and  unusual  solicitude  for  their  welfare,  and  was 
quite  successful. 

With  more  experience  and  self  reliance,  she  will  doubtless  make  a 
good  and  successful  teacher. 
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WINTEB  TERM. 

DISTRICT  No.  1— Primary  Department. 


Teacher,         I  Whole  No.  of  Scholars,  37.  Length  of  School  3  1-4  mos. 
Luranah  H.Copeland,  Average  attend.     28  48-65  Wages  of  Teacher     $22.  00 
of  Mansfield.         !Under5years  1.  Paid  to        "  71.50 


Higher  Department. 


Teacher, 
Louisa  C.  Dean, 
of  Easton. 


Whole  No.  of  Scholors,  43 
Average  attend.  35  4-13 
No.  over  15  8. 


Length  of  School,  3  1-4  mos. 
Wages  of  Teacher  $26.00 
Paid  "  84.50 

Paid  both,  156.00 
Money  assigned  the 

District,  304.52 


This  School  was  under  the  instruction  of  two  teachers  in  separate 
rooms,  though  we  regard  it  essentially  as  one  School. 

Miss  Dean's  instruction  was  thorough,  accurate  and  method- 
ical, and  her  moral  and  religious  influence  peculiarly  excellent. 
And  your  Committee  were  happy  in  the  most  ample  and  satisfactory 
realization  of  their  highest  anticipations.  The  order  was  good,  and 
the  closing  examination  excellent.  It  is  only  doing  justice  to  say  that 
this  School  deservedly  holds  a  high  rank. 

Miss  Copeland  succeeded  in  winning  the  affections  of  her  schol- 
ars,— and  their  improvement  was  such  as  to  do  credit  to  her  efforts. 
On  the  whole,  the  District  have  good  reason  to  rejoice,  in  obtain- 
ing the  sevices  of  two  such  successful  teachers. 


DISTRICT  No.  2. 


Teacher, 
Daniel  H.  Pratt, 
of 
Easton. 


Whole  No.  of  Scholars  24 
Average  attend  21  43-53 
No.  under  5  years,  8. 
No.  over  15     "  6. 


Length  of  School  2  3-5  mos 
Wages  of  Teacher,  $37.00 
Paid  to  "  96.50 
Money  assigned  Dist.  147.41 


Mr  Pratt  brought  to  the  School  unusual  qualifications, — having 
obtained  the  requisite  attainments,  in  one  of  our  State  Norma 
Schools.  Exactness,  aptitude  and  clearness  of  illustration,  character- 
ized all  his  instructions.  His  discipline  was  efficient,  and  happy  in 
its  administration.  The  closing  examination  proved  him  to  be  an 
eminently  practical  and  successful  teacher. 
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DISTRICT  No.  3. 


Principal, 
Maria  J .  Newcomb, 

of  Taunton, 

Assistant, 
Lydia  A.  Arnold, 

of  Norton. 


Whole  No.  Scholars,  91. 
Average  attendance  84. 
No.  under  5  years,  0. 
No.  over  15  8. 


Length  of  School,  3  mos. 
Wages  Miss  Newcomb,  26.50 
"  Arnold,  22.90 
Paid  both  Teachers,  145.50 
Money  assigned  Dist.  274.59 


If  good  order,  thorough  instruction,  energy  and  zeal  are  chacteris- 
tics  of  a  good  School,  your  Committee  freely  allow  to  this  one,  that 
appellation.  The  average  attendance  was  the  best  in  town ;  twenty 
scholars  having  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  entire  term  ; 
attesting  the  lively  and  deep  interest  manifested  by  the  scholars  in 
their  studies. 

Teachers  and  scholars  worked  hard,  and  they  worked  well.  The 
advancement  which  this  School  made  in  Mathamatics  was  second  to 
none  in  town,  and  in  Grammar,  a  success  nearly  equal,  seemed  to 
have  been  attained. 

The  scholars  under  Miss  Arnold,  also  acquitted  themselves  well, 
especially  iu  Reading  and  Geography.  Singing  was  introduced  and 
practiced  here,  not  merely  as  a  pastime,  but  as  a  science,  and  added 
much  to  the  interest  of  the  school. 

Altogether,  the  examination  was  a  complete  triumph  of  teachers 
and  pupils,  and  was  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  your  Committee. 

DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Teacher, 
Alfred  B.  Adams, 
of  Rehoboth. 


Whole  No.  Scholars,  53.  Length  of  School  3  mos 

Average  attend.  38  Wages  of  Teacher,       $35  67 

No.  under  5  years,  0  Paid  to  Teacher,  107.00 

No.  over  15     "  4  Money  assigned  Dist     203  S9. 


Mr.  Adams  brought  to  this  School  better  literary  than  executive 
qualifications.  He  was  diligent,  and  appeared  desirous  to  be  useful 
to  his  pupils.  But,  your  Committee  reluctantly  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  pupils  received  very  little  benefit  from  his  instructions. 


DISTRICT  No.  5. 


Teacher, 
Erastus  Brown, 
of  Mansfield. 


Wole  No.  of  Scholars,  52. 
Average  attend.  38  9-15 
No.  under  5  years,  1. 
No.  over  15   "  10. 


Length  of  School,  3  months. 
Wages  of  Teacher,  $42.00 
Paid  to  "  126.00 
Money  assigned  Dist.  192.30 


10 


Mr.  Brown  is  an  experienced  teacher  and  a  strict  disciplinarian 
and  it  worked  no  injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the  School.  A  dili- 
gent application  to  study,  and  a  careful  and  reverential  respect  for 
the  teacher,  was  quite  apparent  among  the  scholars. 

His  pupils,  in  their  marked  and  decided  proficiency,  showed  that 
they  appreciated  his  merits,  and  their  own  advantages.  Many 
parents  and  friends  of  the  School  were  present  at  the  closing  exam- 
ination, who  witnessed  the  exercises  with  much  interest  and 
pleasure.    This  School,  in  Mathematics,  is  the  best  in  town. 

DISTRICT  No.  6. 


Teacher, 
Charles  M.  Deans, 
of  Easton. 


Whole  No.  of  Scholais,  2SJLength  of  School  2  3-4  mos. 


Average  attend.  25  22-55 
No.  under  5  years,  3 
No.  over  15    4  4  8 


Wages  of  Teacher,  $30.00 
Paid  to  Teacher,  82.50 
Money  assigned  Dist.  147.41 


Mr.  Deans  was  very  accurate  and  precise  in  communicating  in" 
struction,  and  enjoined  upon  his  scholars  the  same  precision  and  ex- 
actness in  reading,  recitations  and  deportment.  He  was  a  successful 
teacher,  and  gave  good  satisfaction  to  the  district,  and  to  your  Com" 
urittee. 


DISTRICT  No.  7. 


Teacher, 
Benjamin  Hervey, 
of  Attleborough. 


Whole  No.  of  Scholars,  31. 
Average  attend.  25  56-65 
No.  under  5  years,  1 
No.  over  15   44  8 


Length  of  School,  3  1-4  mos. 
Wages  of  Teacher,  $35.00 
Paid  to  Teacher,  113.75 
Money  assigned  Dist.  143.67 


Mr.  Hervey's  government,  none  could  gainsay  or  resist.  He  knew 
what  he  taught,  but  did  not  appear  to  possess  aptness  to  communicate. 

The  order  and  improvement  in  this  School  was  such,  as  to  induce 
the  pleasing  belief,  that  the  Prudential  Committee  was  not  wanting 
in  sagacity  when  he  selected  his  teacher. 

DISTRICT  No.  8, 

Teacher,         Whole  No.  of  Scholars, 45.  Length  of  School  3  1-2  mos. 
J.  Calvin  Crane,    Average  attend.    37*32-35  Wages  of  Teacher,  $30.00 
of  Norton.        No.  under  5  years,         3.  Paid  Teacher,  105.00 
No.  over  15     44  7.  Money  assigned  Dist.  171.73 
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Mr.  Crane  was  an  industrious  and  hard  working  teacher,  and  ex- 
erted himself  to  promote  the  highest  mental  and  moral  improvement 
of  his  School.  But  by  attempting  too  much,  he  did  not  seem  to  meet 
with  that  measure  of  success  which  he  ardently  desired.  A  pleasant 
and  marked  feature  in  this  School,  was  the  mutual  and  kind  regard 
manifested  between  teacher  and  pupil.  The  deep  interest  which  ev- 
ery scho  lar  in  this  School  felt  in  its  prosperity,  told  well  in  its 
favor.  Even  the  smallest  boys  seemed  to  feel  that  they  were 
engaged  in  a  great  and  good  enterprise. 

Mr.  Crane's  School  evinced  that  he  has  lost  none  of  his  former 
high  rank  as  teacher. 

Having  now  spoken  of  each  School  in  detail,  your  Committe  pur- 
pose in  their  concluding  remarks,  to  introduce  some  topics  connected 
with  the  welfare  of  our  Schools,  and  point  out  some  of  the  obstacles 
to  be  overcome,  in  order  to  make  them  more  efficient,  and  to  bring 
them  up  to  a  higher  and  nobler  standard  of  honor  and  usefulness. 

COMPETENCY  OP  TEACHERS. 

» 

While  we  are  happy  in  believing  that  the  several  Schools  in  town 
were  instructed  with  an  eminent  degree  of  fidelity,  yet,  we  are  reluc- 
tantly drawn  to  the  conclusion  that  a  much  greater  measure  of  suc- 
cess had  attended  our  Schools,  had  the  teachers  been  more  efficient, 
more  competent,  and  better  understood  the  peculiar,  arduous  and 
responsible  duties  devolving  upon  them. 

Your  Committee  wish  to  speak  discreetly,  but  plainly,  and  earnest- 
ly upon  the  necessity  of  experience  in  the  important  and  responsible 
business  of  teaching  youth.  Employ  unskilful  hands  at  any  other 
work  than  this ;  but  do  not  intrust  the  priceless  and  endearing  interests 
of  our  children's  education  to  the  hands  of  any  but  workmen,  of  whom 
we  need  not  be  ashamed. 

We  want  teachers  who  understand  the  machinery  of  a  School,  and 
who  know  how  to  keep  it  in  quiet  and  successful  operation,  without 
friction,  and  without  stopping  for  repairs.    Those  who  have  the  right 
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attainments  of  the  heart  as  well  as  the  head.  We  wish  to  know  what 
they  think  as  well  as  what  they  do  ;  their  tact  as  well  as  the  talent- 
Give  us  teachers  of  the  right  stamp, who  have  the  true  ring  of  the  metal 
about  them.  Such  teachers  always  deserve,  and  will  always,  have 
a  cheerful  smile  and  a  cordial  hand  from  every  scholar,  every  parent' 
and  every  friend  of  education.  They  will  meet  with  no  cold  shoulder, 
no  unkind  word ;  a  mutual  respect  and  regard  will  grow  up  between 
them  and  their  pupils,  which  will  sweeten  some  of  the  most  pleasant 
memories  of  their  after  life. 

ABSENCE  AND  TARDINESS. 

Parents  and  guardians  should  always  see  that  those  under  their 
care,  avail  themselves  of  all  the  advantages  which  a  regular  and 
punctual  attendance  on  our  Schools  can  secure. 

Your  Committee  have  observed  in  several  of  the  School  registers 
many  black  marks,  indicating  numerous  instances  of  absence  and  tar- 
diness. 

This  ought  not  so  to  be.  No  good  farmer,  manufacturer  or  mechan- 
ic would  suffer  his  employees  in  their  absence  or  tardiness,  for  the 
lame  and  flimsy  pretexts  which  pupils  give  for  their  irregularity. — 
The  man  who  suffered  such  things,  would  be  thought  insane,  or  at 
least  that  he  was  doing  a  down  hill  business.  Are  the  precious  in- 
terests of  our  children  of  less  consequence  to  us  than  a  days  work  of 
our  help  ? 

The  truth  is,  there  is  no  need  of  this.  How  much  of  truancy  there 
is  in  our  public  Schools,  we  can  never  tell,  and  what  is  worse  than 
all,  many  do  not  care  to  know! 

Busy  and  easy  parents  think  their  children  are  at  School,  when 
they  are  in  the  streets,  in  bad  company  or  in  actual  mischief.  Du- 
ring term  time,  parents  should  personally  take  care,  that  their  children 
give  their  whole  time  to  the  School  room,  and  to  the  business  of 
learning. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  matter  that  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  j 
and  that  is,  the  actual  loss  of  property  which  this  absence  involves. 

Your  Committee  are  confident,  that  an  accurate  investigation  would 
demonstrate  to  our  fellow  citizens  the  startling  fact,  that  at  least  25 
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per  cent  of  all  the  money  appropriated  for  the  support  of  Schools  in 
this  town,  is  entirely  lost  on  account  of  this  absence  and  tardiness. 

Children  and  youth  look  into  the  great  book  of  life  with  a.  dull  and 
bewildered  vision.  They  do  not  see  the  use  of  regular  and  sys- 
tematic attendance.  But  parents  see  and  know,  or  ought  to  know 
the  -benefit  of  these  things.  Do  not  then,  fellow  citizens  of  Norton* 
allow  your  "children  their  choice  of  going  to,  or  staying  from  School 
as  they  may  think  best.  Above  all  things  do  not  permit  your  chil- 
ren,  or  those  under  ^your  care,  to  be  absent  at  the  closing  examin- 
ation. 

Parent,  guardian,  friend,  confer  on  your  charge  one  blessing,  let 
that  be  the  hey  of  knowledge,  and  the  blessing  of  him  who  is  ready 
to  perish  will  be  yours. 

THOROUGHNESS  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

One  great  object  of  our  Schools  is,  or  should  be,  to  teach  the  schol- 
ar to  think  and  reason  for  himself ;  to  originate  ideas. 

But  much  of  the  instruction  inculcated  therein,  is  superficial  and 
too  much  for  display.  It  is  not  thorough  nor  practical.  The  scholar 
is  too  much  confined  to  the  routine  of  book  and  lesson  ; — and  we  have 
frequently  noticed  with  sorrow  and  disappointment,  that  when 
thrown  off  from  these  resources,  he  is  often  lost  and  confused. 

The  scholar  is  fond  of  measuring  his  knowledge  more  by  the  studies 
he  has  gone  over,  than  by  what  he  has  really  learned  and  knows,  He 
is  fond  of  driving  at  rather  than  into  a  study.  Sometimes  in  such  false 
notions,,  we  fear  he  has  received  too  much  the  co-operation  of  the 
teacher. 

This  is  all  wrong,  decidedly  wrong,  and  the  sooner  the  child  is  rid 
of  this  false  notion  the  better. 

DEPORTMEKT. 

There  is  an  education  of  behavior  and  manners,  as  well  as  that  de- 
rived from  books.  Your  Committee  have  often  noticed  with  pleasure 
in  many  of  the  Schools  the  mutual  friendship  existing  among  schol- 
ars, and  their  becoming  deportment  at  the  interims  of  School,  and  in 
going  to  and  returning  from  it.  Every  advance  of  a  scholar  in 
this  direction,  is  an  invaluable  attainment,  which  imparts  an  exquisite 
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charm  to  the  youthful  life,  and  which  may  be  expected  to  grow  up  to 
manhood,  and  earn  for  its  possessor  the  rich  reputation  of  a  useful 
and  worthy  citizen. 

Our  honored  forefathers  practiced  many  vitues,  which  it  would  not 
be  well,  either  for  us  or  our  children  to  discard.  Among  these,  we 
believe  that  some  of  their  good  old  .  customs  of  respect,  would  not, 
even  in  our  day,  work  any  harm  to  the  head  or  heart  of  the  children 
of  the  present  generation.  "  Thou  shalt  rise  up  before  the  hoary 
head,  and  honor  the  face  of  the  old  man,  and  fear  thy  God,"  is  a 
duty  enjoned  on  us  in  the  great  text  book  of  life  We  would,  that  this 
holy  injunction  were  cherished  in  the  heart  and  practiced  in  the  life 
of  all  our  youth,  and  especially  in  our  Common  Schools. 

MORALS  OF  SCHOOLS,  AND  THE  OBJECTS  AND  PURPOSES  OF 
TRUE  EDUCATION. 

Your  Committee  think  that  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  moral 
and  religious  instruction  of  our  children. 

We  are  as  much  opposed  to  sectarian  influences  being  exerted  as 
any  one  can  well  be,  but  at  the  same  time,  we  are  strongly  in  favor 
of  having  the  principles  of  virtue,  sound  morality  and  religion  incul- 
cated at  all  times. 

The  laws  of  our  Commonwealth  declare,  that  "  It  shall  be  the  du- 
ty of  all  instructors  of  youth  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  their  pupils 
the  principles  of  piety,  justice,  and  a  sacred  regard  to  truth,  love  to 
their  country,  humanity  and  universal  benevolence,  sobriety,  indus- 
try and  frugality,  chastity,  moderation  and  temperance,  and  those  oth- 
er virtues  which  are  the  ornaments  of  human  society,  and  the  basis 
upon  which  our  republican  Constitution  is  founded." 

In  this  land  of  free  institutions,  there  is  greater  danger  of  under- 
valuing these  high  privileges  and  duties, — more  than  where  the  will  of 
the  Monarch  is  the  rule  of  duty,  and  the  medium  through  which  bless- 
ings flow  to  the  people. 

We  bid  God  speed  to  the  just  and  proper  employment  of  the  two 
great  instrumentalities  which  some  of  the  true  and  hardy  sons  of  good 
old  New  England,  who,  in  virtue  of  the  wise  and  holy  instructions 
imparted  to  them  in  her  common  schools,  are  transmitting  to  the  rich 
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and  virgin  Sail  of  a  distant  border  of  our  beloved  Republic.  May 
they  find  in  these  instrumentalities,  their  religious  and  physical  wants 
fully  met,  and  a  sure  and  safe  relief  in  all  their  need.  And  while  we 
here  may  never  want  their  weapons  of  warfare,  to  defend  us  from 
foes  without,  or  foes  within,  let  us  never  lay  aside,  in  the  school  or 
elsewhere,  or  treat  with  neglect,  that  other  instrmentility,  which,  alone 
can  make  us  truly  wise,  and  which  will  fit  the  soul  for  immortality. 

It  was  the  peculiar  wisdom  of  our  New  England  fathers,  that  every 
and  all  influences  which  tended  to  blight  the  prosperity  of  her  schools^ 
were  frowned  upon  with  indignation.  But  is  it  not  a  question  of 
some  solicitude  for  us  to  ask,  whether  their  stern  virtues,  wise  obedi- 
ence, noble  and  holy  resolves,  do  not  sit  too  loosely  upon  the  shoulders 
of  us  their  sons  ?  Is  it  not  rather  the  wisdom  and  philanthropy  of 
our  times  to  see  to  it,  that  these  principles  are  cherished  in  the  heart 
and  practiced  in  the  life  of  every  lover  of  religious  freedom  and  his 
country. 

If  we  go  back,  and  take  a  few  lessons  from  those  fathers,  and  make 
more  earnest  endeavor  to  u  train  up  our  children  in  the  way  they 
should  go,"  should  we  not  better  fulfil  the  true  and  holy  law  of  love, 
and  act  more  in  accordance  with  its  spirit?  If  we  restore  to  the  district 
school  room  the  sacred  and  hallowed  influences  which  it  should  pos- 
sess, would  not  its  legitimate  work  be  better  accomplished  and  our 
children  be  more  likely  to  be  brought  up  in  the  nurture  and  admon- 
ition of  the  Lord? 

It  is  the  firm  and  unanimous  conviction  of  your  Committee,  that 
our  District  Schools  might,  and  ought  to  be  so  elevated  in  their  char- 
acter,  as  to  be  a  means  of  accomplishing  a  much  greater  amount  of 
moral  and  religious  improvement  to  our  children,  and  through  them 
to  the  world,  than  they  have  ever  been. 

If  the  best  authorities  we  can  consult  in  relation  to  the  influ- 
ence of  Common  School  instruction  upon  the  formation  of  character 
can  be  relied  on,  we  have  the  most  abundant  proof,  amounting  to  pos- 
itive demonstration,  that  we  are  here  drifting  away  from  duty, 
and  neglecting,  to  a  lamentable — a  most  censurable  extent,  an  im- 
portant means  of  renovating  the  world. 

When  the  time  shall  come  that  our  Common  Schools  shall 
furnish  that  religious  and  moral  training,  that  wise  discipline  of  mind 
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and  heart,  that  love  of  order,  industry,  sobriety  and  good  neighbor- 
hood, which  are  so  indispensable  to  the  proper  developement  of  all 
those  religiens  and  fundamental  principles  which  God  has  implanted 
in  the  soul,  and  which  constitute  the  foundation  of  all  that  is  virtuous 
and  noble,  of  all  that  is  generous  and  good  in  the  character  of  man- 
kind ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  our  Schools  be  appreciated  as 
among  the  choicest  blessing  which  heaven  bestows.  Then,  may  we 
look  forward  with  joyful  anticipations,  and  behold  with  glad  hearts 
the  day  star  of  peace  to  the  world,  and  freedom  to  the  enslaved,  ris- 
ing with  majestic  splendor  even  here  in  our  midst. 

These  principles  of  duty  we  owe  to  our  children.  They  are  the 
principles  of  true  religion  and  of  a  rational  existence,  and  are  among 
the  best  impnlses  of  our  nature,  which  God  has  bestowed  upon  man. 
Let  us  then  see  to  it,  that  we  cherish  and  cultivate  them  in  their 
minds  ;  they  will  grow  with  their  growth  and  strengthen  with  their 
strength ;  they  will  flourish  when  all  other  acquisions  shall  have  pass 
ed  away,  and  are  forgotten. 

If  we  do  our  whole  duty  here,  how  happy  and  satisfactory  will  be 
the  assurance,  that  when  it  shall  be  their  turn  to  direct  the  course  of 
human  affairs,  and  ourselves  are  laid  in  the  silent  dust,  these  princi- 
ples descending  from  generation  to  generation,  will  continue  to  flour- 
ish and  scatter  the  seeds  of  virtue  and  immortality  till  time  shall  be 
no  longer. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

C.  COMSTOCK,        )  School  Committee 
T.  T.  ROCKWOOD,  y  of 
A.  A.  LINCOLN,  Jr.  )  Norton. 


NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS, 

WHO  HAVE  NOT  BEEN 

ABSENT  OR  ITARDY  DURING  A  TERM. 


Martha  P.  Makepeace, 
Herbert  E.  Lane, 


District  No.  1. 

Elias  Makepeace. 


Dirtrict  No.  2. 


Ellen  A.  Wetherell, 
Abby  A.  Makepeace, 
Angenett  Wilde, 
Lydia  A.  Briggs, 
C.  Dwight  Freeman, 
*  George  L.  Wetherell, 


*  Caleb  Wetherell, 
Edmund  Briggs, 
Henry  O.  Titus, 
Lemuel  C.  Wetherell, 
Silas  A.  Stone, 
Ellen  J.  Wetherell, 


District  No.  3. 


*  Phebe  M.  Lincoln, 
Rebecca  R.  Lincoln, 
Abby  M.  Tinkham, 
Charity  Lincoln, 
Harriet  Hall, 

*  Bridget  Galligan, 
Mary  E.  Goff, 
John  Galligan, 
Rosanna  McCaffrey, 
Abby  M.  Horton, 
Annes  A.  Slade, 
Mary  E.  Allen, 
Eliza  Allen, 


Ann  E.  Tucker, 
Bridget  Smith, 
Eliza  Lincoln, 
Thomas  Sheridan, 
Rosanna  Galligan, 
Agnes  Galligan, 
Abby  I.  Goff, 
Edward  Galligan, 
John  Galligan, 
Frederic  W.  Tinkham, 
Howard  A.  Tinkham, 
George  Woodward, 
Abram  McDonald. 


Alfred  B.  Hodges, 
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District  No.  4. 

|  Edwin  A.  Lane. 


Amanda  Hunt, 
Albert  Hunt, 
Eunice  M.  Hunt, 


District  No.  5. 

Hubert  R.  Arnold, 
Edward  Tucker, 


*  Mary  J.  White, 
Sarah  S.  Read, 
J.  Stephen  Wood, 
Nathaniel  H.  Hood, 


District  No.  6. 

Lloyd  E.  White, 

*  Lewis  E.  White, 

*  Everett  R.  Leonard. 


Granville  D.  Austin, 
Albert  Austin, 
George  C.  Hunt, 


District  No.  7. 

Adelaide  E.  Austin, 
Laura  J.  Hunt, 
Henry  W.  Lincoln. 


Adelia  A.  Dean, 
*  Harriet  M.  Lincoln, 
Lucretia  O.  Field, 
Mary  E.  Lincoln, 
Celia  A.  Field, 
Eliza  Lincoln, 


District  No.  8. 

Alvira  Lincoln, 
*  Barnum  A.  Field, 
Chester  R.  Field, 
Nathan  C.  Lothrop, 
Hiram  F.  Dean. 


*  Not  ab=cnt  or  tardy  either  in  the  Summer  or  Winter  terras. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
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WELL-SPRING    PRESS,   4    SPRING  LANE. 

1857. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  of  Norton  for  the  year  1856-7,  having 
finished  the  labors  of  the  year,  would  now  fulfill  their  last  duty  by 
reporting  to  you  their  doings,  and  the  state  of  the  schools  under 
their  care.  The  cause  of  education  is  one  of  deep  interest  to  the 
entire  community,  and  every  person  should  feel  that  he  has  a 
personal  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  public  schools.  The  labor 
and  money  that  is  expended  in  educating  the  young,  is  the  most 
profitable  of  all  investments,  and  should  be  bestowed  neither 
sparingly  nor  grudgingly.  Every  dollar  spent  in  fitting  the 
rising  generation  for  usefulness,  will  aid  in  preventing  crime, 
with  all  its  horrors,  and  the  expense  of  its  punishment,  which  of 
itself  frequently  exceeds  the  cost  of  education.  In  nothing  more 
than  this  is  the  truth  and  force  of  the  old  maxim  illustrated, — 
"  An  ounce  of  prevention  is  better  than  a  pound  of  cure." 

The  amount  of  money  raised  for  schools  in  this  town  is  com- 
paratively much  less  than  in  many  other  towns  in  this  Common- 
wealth ;  we  raise  only  2.11  mills  per  dollar,  while  Attleboro' 
raises  more  than  twice  as  much,  or  4.98  mills  per  dollar.  There 
are  but  six  towns  in  this  county  that  raise  less  per  cent,  than 
Norton,  and  12  in  the  county,  and  165  in  the  State,  that  raise 
more.  We  raise  only  83.73-1  per  scholar,  which  is  $1.44*5  less 
than  an  average  of  the  county,  and  $1.75-5  less  than  an  average 
of  the  State.  Should  the  town  see  fit  to  invest  larger  sums 
yearly  in  the  cause  of  education,  it  would  doubtless  secure  the 
most  profitable  returns. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

When  the  town  elect  men  to  fill  their  offices,  they  doubtless 
expect  them  to  discharge  all  their  duties  with  fidelity.  This  they 
have  a  right  to  expect,  and  this  each  officer  certainly  should  do, 
and  should  receive  a  fair  remuneration  for  the  same.  Some, 
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however,  have  seemed  to  think  the  School  Committee  receive  an 
exorbitant  sum  for  rendering  small  services.  These  thoughts 
probably  arise  from  the  lack  of  distinct  knowledge  of  the  duties 
of  the  Committee,  or  a  want  of  consideration.  The  law  requires 
that  the  Committee  shall  visit  each  school  at  its  commencement, 
and  its  close  ;  and,  besides  this,  at  least  one  for  every  month  it  is 
kept.  Thus  five  visits  are  required  for  every  school  of  three 
months,  or  two  visits  more  than  the  number  of  months  in  each 
term.  As  the  schools  are  now  arranged,  if  all  the  Committee 
visit  each  sc'hool  at  its  commencement,  and  its  close,  and  one  of 
them  visits  each  school  once  a  month,  it  would  make  in  all,  162 
visits  and  examinations,  some  of  which  occupy  the  whole  day. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  examination  of  teachers,  the  Returns  to 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  Annual  Report  to  the  town,  <fcc, 
are  services  of  no  small  importance  or  amount. 

For  these  services  the  Committee  are  allowed  one  dollar  per 
day,  while  the  male  teachers  in  the  schools  receive  on  an  average, 
about  two  dollars  per  day.  The  services  of  the  Committee  last 
year  amounted  to  only  $70 ;  and  the  year  preceding  to  $63.50, 
and  the  year  before  that  $50.50.  The  year  that  is  about  closing 
will  be  about  $77.  If  the  town  pays  only  about  $65.25  per  year, 
the  average  for  the  four  years  past  for  the  above  services,  they 
cannot  feel  that  they  pay  a  large  sum  for  small  services. 


TEACHERS'  RULES. 

The  following  Rules  were  adopted  to  aid  the  teachers  in  se- 
curing uniformity  in  the  schools,  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
scholars. 

RULES  FOR  THE  TEACHERS  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

1.  The  absence  and  tardiness  of  each  scholar  must  be  kept  for 
each  half  day. 

2.  Let  the  bell  be  rung  five  minutes  before  the  opening  of  the 
school  each  half  day,  as  a  signal  for  the  scholars  to  take  their 
seats,  and  be  in  readiness  to  answer  to  their  names  when  the  roll 
is  called. 

3.  The  roll  will  be  called  precisely  at  the  hour  appointed  for 
the  opening  of  the  school,  both  forenoon  and  afternoon. 
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4.  Selections  from  the  Bible  will  be  read  by  the  teacher,  or 
some  pupil  who  can  read  with  facility,  immediately  after  the  roll 
is  called  in  the  morning  ;  and  it  shall  be  optional  with  the  teacher 
whether  there  be  other  devotional  exercises. 

5.  Instruction  will  be  given  only  from  those  books  approved  by 
the  Committee. 

6.  Every  scholar  of  proper  age  will  be  expected  to  attend  to 
writing  at  least  twenty  minutes  each  day  of  the  term. 

7.  The  scholars  must  review  their  respective  studies  for  exami- 
nation at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  this  examination  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Committee. 

8.  A  correct  account  of  the  visitors  must  be  kept. 

9.  The  law  relating  to  the  filling  up  and  completing  the  School 
Register  must  be  strictly  complied  with  ;  and  let  the  aggregate 
of  the  number  of  days'  attendance  be  given  at  the  foot  of  the 
column. 

The  experience  of  both  Committee  and  teachers  suggested  the 
importance  of  these  rules,  and  their  propriety  will  be  manifest  to 
all.  The  special  object  of  the  7th  is  to  prevent  mere  superficial 
display  at  examinations.  In  some  instances  scholars  have  been 
trained  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  term,  on  particular 
exercises  and  examples,  for  exhibition  on  examination  day ; 
while  other  parts  of  the  same  study,  in  which  they  needed  to  be 
equally  well  instructed,  were  passed  over  with  but  little  or  no 
attention.  But  when  the  teacher  knows  that  the  Committee  will 
conduct  the  examinations,  there  will  be  no  inducements  to  special 
training  for  the  purpose  of  display,  but  there  will  be,  for  thorough 
instruction  in  all  the  branches,  as  far  as  the  scholars  go  during 
the  term.  We  are  happy  in  the  belief  that  all  sensible  persons 
will  commend  our  attempt  to  break  up  this  miserable  practice  of 
showing  off  a  school  by  means  of  a  few  questions  and  answers 
prepared  for  the  occasion.  We  do  not  usually  care  to  ask  the 
questions  put  down  in  the  books,  for  the  scholars  may  have 
learned  to  repeat  them,  parrot-like,  during  the  term,  but  we  wish 
by  some  general  questions  to  ascertain  whether  they  understand 
the  principles  embodied  in  the  studies  they  have  been  pursuing. 
If  they  understand  the  principles  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about 
the  details. 
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CHANGE  OF  BOOKS. 

The  Committee  thought  best  to  make  two  changes  in  the  school 
books  this  year  ;  they  have  adopted  Dana  P.  Colburn's  "  Arith- 
metic and  its  Applications,"  in  the  place  of  Greenleaf ' s  "  Na- 
tional," and  "  Common  School "  Arithmetics  ;  and  Berard's 
"  History  of  the  United  States,"  instead  of  Goodrich's.  We 
thought  the  best  interests  of  the  scholars  required  these  changes, 
yet  we  know  that  such  changes  are  always  distasteful  to  some. 
Whenever  any  School  Committee  have  thought  best  to  make  any 
change  in  the  school-books,  it  has  almost  invariably  produced 
dissatisfaction  with  some,  even  though  (as  has  sometimes  been 
done)  their  old  books  were  purchased  at  about  one-half  their 
original  cost,  and  sometimes  for  their  full  value ;  and  in  one 
case,  when  the  Committee  offered  from  their  own  private  funds 
to  give  the  new  books,  they  would  not  accept  them.  Yet  these 
changes  are  really  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  schools  ;  for 
instance,  your  Committee  have  found,  in  visiting  the  schools  this 
year,  that  the  large  geography  now  used  in  the  schools  has  been 
in  use  so  long,  and  has  passed  through  so  many  editions  and 
changes,  such  as  the  progress  of  events  required ;  and  the  older 
editions,  which  almost  savor  of  antiquity,  are  still  retained  and 
prized  so  much  the  more  for  their  age,  that  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  class  them  together  in  the  schools.  Other  books  need  to 
be  changed  occasionally,  for  reasons  equally  valid.  The  Com- 
mittee could  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  changes  made,  for 
in  some  cases  they  sold  the  books  at  precisely  what  they  cost,  and 
in  other  cases,  where  they  have  taken  the  old  books  in  exchange, 
they  have  put  the  new  ones  to  the  scholars  at  a  lower  rate  than 
tkey  could  have  been  obtained  from  any  other  source.  Their 
object  has  always  been  to  make  the  change  bear  as  lightly  as  pos- 
sible on  the  people,  and  meet  the  expenses  of  the  books. 

To  promote  the  best  interest  of  the  schools,  and  at  the  same 
time  obviate  these  difficulties,  let  us  call  your  attention  to  a  law 
passed  in  1855,  authorizing  the  town  to  furnish  the  school  books, 
&c,  in  these  words. 

Sect.  1.  Each  city  and  town  is  hereby  authorized  to  furnish 
the  school-books  and  stationery,  used  in  all  the  public  schools 
under  the  supervision  of  the  School  Committee,  at  the  expense  of 
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said  city  or  town,  and  the  School  Committee  shall  make  such 
regulations  as  they  may  deem  suitable  and  expedient,  respecting 
the  supply,  use,  care  and  preservation  of  said  books,  &c.  &c. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  law,  the  poor  man  would  not  feel 
himself  under  any  pecuniary  embarrassment  by  any  necessary 
change  in  the  school-books,  and  his  children  would  have  an  equal 
chance  in  this  respect  with  the  children  of  the  most  wealthy. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  year  that  is  now  closing  has  been  a  year  of  general  pros- 
perity in  the  schools.  In  almost  every  district,  the  Prudential 
Committee  has  been  very  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  teachers, 
and  the  teachers  have  labored  faithfully  and  successfully  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  schools.  Good  health  has  been 
the  common  lot  of  both  teachers  and  scholars  ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  unprecedented  severity  of  the  winter,  a  very  large  number 
have  neither  been  absent  or  tardy  during  the  winter  term,  as 
well  as  the  summer.  .  As  a  memento  of  praise  to  all  such,  and  an 
encouragement  to  others  to  be  numbered  with  them  in  future, 
we  will  give  their  names  in  connection  with  the  report  of  each 
term  of  school,  as  a  roll  of  honor. 

REVIEW  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

We  will  now  call  your  attention  to  the  several  schools  under 
our  care. 


SUMMER  TERM. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Prudential  Committee — Royal  P.  Hodges. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher — Luranah  H.  Copeland,  of  Mansfield. 

The  examination  of  this  department  showed  that  Miss  Copeland 
had  been  faithful,  and  very  successful  in  the  discharge  of  her 
duties.  Good  order  universally  prevailed,  and  there  was  a 
promptness  in  all  the  exercises  of  the  school  seldom  seen.  The 
scholars  made  good  advancement,  and  what  they  had  learned 
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was  learned  throughly.    None  in  this  department  obtained  tlue 
mark  of  perfect  attendance  at  this  term. 
Thirty-three  visitors  at  the  examination. 

SENIOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher — Louisa  C.  Dean,  of  Easton. 

Miss  Dean  is  a  superior  teacher,  and  deserves  no  less  credit 
than  Miss  Copeland  for  the  order  of  her  school,  and  clearness  and 
thoroughness  of  her  instructions.  The  examination  showed 
much  improvement.  Having  taught  the  same  school  the  pre- 
ceding term,  she  had  the  advantage  of  knowing  how  and  where 
to  begin  with  them.  Good  teachers  should  be  retained  in  the 
same  school  for  a  succession  of  terms. 

Only  two  in  this  department  were  neither  absent  or  tardy  this 
term ;  their  names  are, — Willard  M.  Carpenter,  Thomas  B. 
Carpenter. 

Forty-one  visitors  at  the  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  «2. 

Prudential  Committee — Oliver  S.  Titus. 

Teacher—  Sarah  W.  Copeland,  of  Mansfield. 

Miss  Copeland  showed  that  she  was  well  skilled  in  the  art  of 
teaching.  She  secured  and  retained  the  affections  of  all  her 
scholars,  and  of  course  secured  good  order  and  rapid  progress  in 
the  school.  A  term  of  two  and  one  half  months  is  too  short  for 
so  good  a  school ;  the  punctuality  of  this  school  ■  was  worthy  of 
imitation. 

The  following  were  neither  absent  or  tardy : — Stephen  A. 
Briggs,  Edmund  A.  Briggs,  Angenette  R.  Wilde,  Mary  A.  Lane, 
Ellen  J.  Wetherell,  Ellen  A.  Wetherell,  Edwin  B.  Wetherell, 
Caleb  B.  Wetherell,  George  L.  Wetherell. 

Eighteen  visitors  were  present  at  the  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  3. 

Prudential  Committee — Annis  A.  Lincoln. 
Teacher — Maria  J.  Newcomb,  of  Taunton. 
Assistant — Mary  A.  Arnold,  of  Norton. 

This  school  was  favored  this  term  with  the  faithful  labors  of 
the  same  principal  that  was  so  successful  the  last  term,  and  she 
fully  sustained  her  well-earned  reputation  as  a  teacher.  Long 
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may  she  exercise  lier  skill  in  training  the  youthful  mind  in  our 
public  schools.  Miss  Arnold  also  showed  herself  worthy  the  place 
she  filled  ;  the  school  prospered  under  their  care,  as  might  be 
expected.  The  scholars  evinced  a  consciousness  of  their  advan- 
tages, and  a  determination  to  improve  them. 

The  following  were  neither  absent  or  tardy  : — Phebc  M.  Lin- 
coln, Rebecca  Lincoln,  Harriet  S.  Allen,  Mary  E.  Allen,  Martha 
C.  Allen,  Abbie  M.  Tinkham,  Abbie  A.  Horton,  Howard  A. 
Tinkham. 

Twenty-seven  visitors  present  at  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Prudential  Committee — Carlos  Barrows. 

Teacher — Mary  L.  Bradley,  of  Duxbury. 

Miss  Bradley  was  inexperienced  in  teaching,  and  had  not  had 
the  advantages  of  Normal  schools,  or  teachers'  institutes,  and  the 
school  she  taught  was  quite  too  large.  Notwithstanding  these 
disadvantages,  by  faithfulness  and  perseverance  she  succeeded 
tolerably  well.  The  examination  showed  progress  in  nearly  all 
the  branches,  but  some  of  the  boys,  evidently  conscious  that  they 
had  misimproved  their  time,  were  absent  on  that  occasion.  The 
order  appeared  very  good.  The  school-room  was  beautifully 
decorated,  and  the  exercises  interspersed  with  singing. 

The  following  were  perfect  in  attendance  : — Henrietta  E.  Bar- 
rows. Stella  M.  Barrowrs,  Mercy  A.  Snow. 


DISTRICT  ISO.  5. 

Prudential  Committee — Alexander  Foster. 
Teacher — Emily  M.  Hunt,  Norton. 

This  school  seems  to  have  made  good  progress  during  the 
term  ;  Miss  Hunt  labored  hard  for  their  improvement,  and  most 
of  them  seemed  to  appreciate  it.  Some,  however,  were  not  quite 
as  orderly  as  they  should  be,  and  probably  did  not  improve  as 
they  would  have  done,  if  they  had  fully  co-operated  with  their 
teacher. 

Perfect  attendance  in  this  school  is  as  follows  : — Betsey  J.  Mil- 
liard, Sarah  E.  Milliard,  Alvira  0.  Sweet,  Samantha  K.  Sweet, 
Othalia  Smith. 

Twenty-four  visitors  were  present  at  the  examination. 
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DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Prudential  Committee — George  R.  Leonard. 
Teacher — Anna  Le  B.  Deans,  of  Easton. 

Miss  Deans  was  eminently  qualified  for  the  place  she  occupied, 
and  met  with  excellent  success.  Clear  and  thorough  in  her 
instructions,  prompt  and  precise  in  her  manners,  and  orderly  in 
all  things,  she  seemed  to  infuse  the  same  spirit  into  the  school. 
Both  teacher  and  pupils  seemed  to  realise  the  object  of  schools, 
and  to  labor  harmoniously  and  earnestly  for  its  accomplishment. 

Perfect  attendance  as  follows : — Abbott  H.  BlandiiiG:,  Dauphin 
K.  Carpenter,  Everett  R.  Leonard,  S.  Lewis  Leonard,  George 
C.  Reed,  Sarah  E.  White,  Lewis  E.  White,  Mary  A.  H.  Wood. 

Eleven  visitors  present  at  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Prudential  Committee — Otis  C.  Austin. 

Teacher — E.  Frances  Sylvester,  of  Stoughton. 

Although  Miss  Sylvester  had  no  previous  experience  in  teach- 
ing, yet  good  success  attended  her  efforts.     The  order  of  her 
school  was  good,  and  the  recitations  generally  creditable  both  to* 
scholars  and  teacher,  showing  careful  study,  and  faithful  in- 
struction. 

The  following  were  neither  absent  or  tardy : — Grandville  D. 
Austin,  Albert  A.  Austin,  Otis  L.  Keith,  Frank  D.  Hunt. 
Ten  visitors  were  present  at  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  8. 

Prudential  Committee — Rathburn  Field. 
Teacher — H.  Elizabeth  Godfrey. 

Miss  Godfrey  succeeded  very  well,  and  we  believe  gave  gen- 
.eral  satisfaction  to  the  district.  The  order  of  the  school  was 
good,  and  the  advancement  of  the  pupils  quite  commendable. 
The  principal  fault  noticed  at  the  examination  was  the  fact  that J 
many  of  the  scholars  spoke  too  low  to  be  distinctly  heard  ;  this  is 
a  fault  too  common  in  the  schools.  Recitations  always  appear 
the  best  that  are  given  in  a  clear,  full  voice,  and  teachers  should 
labor  to  cultivate  that  self-reliance  in  their  pupils,  which  will 
enable  them  to  give  prompt  and  manly  answers.  We  do  not 
wish  children  to  scream,  as  they  are  sometimes  taught  to  do,  for 
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this  is  more  intolerable  than  an  inaudible  tone ;  but  there  is  a 
proper  medium,  that  should  be  reached  if  possible. 

The  following  were  punctual  in  attendance  : — Barnum  A.  Field, 
Harriet  M.  Lincoln. 

Seven  visitors  present  at  examination. 


SUMMER  SCHOOLS,  1856. 


Total   490  376  303.02 


0 


33 
32 
27 
68 
58 
46 
17 
20 
30 

331 


204 
314 
130 

422 
576>10 


4  39 
74 
176 
476 


17  28  2S1I  58,174  738 


s 

3 

.30 
60 
44 
76 
284 
132 
36 
12 
64 


'■4-  Q> 

O  £J 

*  a 

go 


31 


$25.00 
21.00 
20.00 
46.00 
22.00 
20  00 
18.50 
20.00 
16.00 


$62  50 
52.00 
40  00 

115.00 
66.00 
55.00 
39.12$ 
70.00 
56.00 


275  $208.50  $555,624 


383 


*  Primary  Department. 

f  The  teacher  in  No.  4,  left  no  record  of  visits  by  Committee  or  other  persons. 
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WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher — Luranah  H.  Copeland,  of  Mansfield. 

This  was  the  third  term  that  Miss  Copeland  had  charge  of  this 
department,  and  sustained  with  increasing  success,  her  well  earned 
reputation  as  a  teacher.  Long  may  she  sustain  this  honorable 
position,  to  the  rising  generation.  The  scholars  under  her  care 
made  excellent  improvement. 

The  following  were  punctual  in  attendance  : — Herbert  E.  Lane, 
George  H.  Storer,  Marcus  0.  Lane. 

Thirty  visitors  were  present. 


SENIOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher — Maria  J.  Newcomb,  of  Taunton. 

Miss  Newcomb  has  been  so  long  known  in  town  as  a  successful 
teacher,  that  no  words  of  commendation  are  needed  here.  May 
she  also  be  long  retained  in  Norton,  in  her  vocation  as  instructor 
of  youth.  The  school  under  her  charge  acquitted  themselves 
with  honor. 

Only  two  were  perfect  in  attendance  this  term  : — Alfred  Y. 
Rogerson,  Galen  A.  Clark. 

Fifty-two  visitors  were  present  at  the  examination  of  this 
department. 


DISTRICT  Bfo.  2. 

Teacher — Daniel  H.  Pratt,  of  Easton. 

The  teacher's  manner  in  the  school-room  was  not  pleasant,  and 
we  think  he  failed  to  gain  the  affections  of  his  pupils,  or  the 
approbation  of  their  parents.  And  if  it  is  true,  as  has  been 
repeatedly  reported  to  us,  that  he  said,  he  "  could  grow  fat 
whipping  small  children,"  (or  words  to  that  effect),  we  do  not 
wonder  there  was  dissatisfaction  in  the  district,  and  that  he  could 
not  win  the  confidence  and  love  of  the  scholars.  We  believe  it  is. 
the  teacher's  right,  and  duty,  to  maintain  order ;  and  if  lie  cannot 
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do  it  without  a  resort  to  the  rod,  or  other  corporeal  punishment, 
we  have  always  been  ready  to  sustain  him  in  any  reasonable 
course  he  might  take  to  ensure  prompts  obedience,  but  we  do  not, 
and  cannot  sanction  the  spirit  which  prompt  the  teacher  to  boast 
of  his  powers  in  flogging  scholars,  or  of  his  love  for  such  a  relic 
of  barbarism.  Such  a  spirit  is  not  the  one  that  should  animate 
the  bosom  of  the  teacher,  and  we  believe  does  not  pervade  the 
hearts  of  many. 

According  to  our  uniform  custom  during  the  year,  we  took  the 
examination  of  the  school  into  our  own  hands.  This  we  believe 
is  the  only  means  by  which  we  can  be  sure  of  a  true  and  genuine 
examination.  The  teacher,  however,  objected  to  this  course,  but 
why  he  should,  we  know  not,  unless  he  feared  to  have  a  real 
examination,  instead  of  a  sham.  It  has  been  well  said  by  the 
poet : — 

44  No  man  e'er  felt  the  halter  draw, 
With  good  opinion  of  the  law." 

We  cannot  conceive  how  a  teacher,  who  is  conscious  that  his 
course  of  instruction  has  been  a  proper  one,  can  object  to  a 
thorough  examination  of  his  pupils.  The  examination  of  Mr. 
Pratt's  school  was  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  in  all  the 
others,  yet  no  objection  has  been  heard  before.  In  the  progress 
of  examination,  it  became  apparent  that  the  course  we  took  was 
not  only  wise  and  judicious,  but  the  only  one  that  would  give  us 
a  correct  idea  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  school.  The  recita- 
tions in  Geography  and  History,  were  the  least  satisfactory  of  any. 
In  Geography,  the  classes  failed  very  much  in  giving  the  names 
of  different  countries  of  particular  continents.  Nor  could  they 
readily  tell  in  what  part  of  the  continent  a  specified  country  was 
situated.  This  we  think,  resulted  from  the  fact,  that  in  conduct- 
ing the  recitations  during  the  term,  the  teacher  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  point  out  certain  localities  on  the  "  Outline  Maps,"  and 
require  the  pupil  to  give  their  names  ;  for  when  this  was  done, 
they  could  answer  readily  enough. 

It  is  suicidal  to  the  best  interests  of  schools,  to  rely  .on  such  a 
course.  It  may  be  ^vell  to  practice  this  method  sometimes,  but 
not  constantly,  or  even  generally,  because  in  practical  life  the 
scholar  cannot  have  the  map  before  him  ;  and  it  should  be  the 
great  object  of  common  school  instruction,  to  prepare  the  young 
for  the  practical  duties  of  life.    If,  therefore,  the  scholars  cannot 
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give  the  locality,  &c,  of  any  town,  or  country,  without  the  aid  of 
the  map,  of  what  practical  use  to  him  has  been  the  study  of 
Geography  ? 

At  the  close  of  the  school,  the  teacher  made  some  remarks,  and 
wished  the  visitors  to  bear  in  mind,  that  when  he  asked  the  ques- 
tions, the  scholars  had  generally  answered  promptly  ;  but  when 
the  Committee  put  the  questions,  there  was  more  hesitation.  We 
admit  this,  and  the  fact  goes  to  strengthen  our  belief  that  a  sham 
examination  had  been  got  up  for  the  occasion. 

So  far  as  we  could  judge,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  least  pro- 
gress was  made  in  this  school  of  any  in  town. 

There  were  three  scholars  who  were  punctual  in  attendance, 
viz. :—  *Caleb  B.  Witherell,  *George  L.  Witherell,  Silas  A.  Stone. 

There  were  twenty-one  visitors  on  examination  day. 


DISTRICT  No.  3. 

Teacher — Louisa  C.  Dean,  of  Easton. 

Assistant — Mary  A.  Lincoln,  of  Norton. 

Miss  Dean  has  also  been  long  known  among  us  as  an  accom- 
plished and  successful  teacher.  Her  praise  is  in  all  the  schools 
she  has  taught.  She  is  a  very  excellent  disciplinarian,  securing 
the  affections  of  the  scholars  as  well  as  their  obedience.  Miss 
Lincoln  has  heartily  co-operated  with  her,  and  shares  largely  in 
the  honor  of  a  successful  school.  Animated  by  their  example 
and  influence,  the  scholars  seemed  to  catch  the  spirit  of  earnest 
effort,  and  made  rapid  yet  thorough  progress. 

The  following  were  neither  absent  or  tardy  during  the  term  : — 
*Rebecca  Lincoln,  *Phebe  M.  Lincoln,  George  Woodward,  *Abbie 
A.  Horton,  Bridget  Sherridan. 

Twenty-seven  visitors  were  present  at  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Teacher — George  J.  Arnold,  of  Londonderry,  Vt. 

Mr.  Arnold  came  among  us  as  a  stranger,  and  somewhat  unac- 
quainted with  the  ways  and  manners  of  Massachusetts  schools, 
but  he  soon  showed  himself  to  be  a  thorough  and  faithful  teacher, 
and  secured  both  the  affection  and  obedience  of  his  scholars. 
They  made  good  progress,  and  what  they  learned  seemed  to  be 
thoroughly  learned.    Perfect  attendance,  none. 

Seventy-two  visitors  at  examination. 
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DISTRICT  IVo.  5. 

Teacher — Samuel  M.  Brown,  of  Mansfield. 

Mr.  Brown  seemed  to  understand  what  lie  taught,  and  make 
his  scholars  understand  the  same.  Under  his  guidance  the  school 
seemed  to  prosper,  and  manifested  a  decided  improvement  from 
the  preceding  term.    The  order  was  very  good. 

The  following  were  perfect  in  attendance : — Lewis  Leonard, 
Paviness  Leonard,  Edward  J.  Tucker,  Marion  J.  Fobes,  Elmina  A. 
Fobes,  *Semantha  Sweet. 

Thirty-two  visitors  at  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Teacher — Frank  Dean,  of  Attleboro'. 

Mr.  Dean  was  inexperienced  in  the  art  of  teaching,  yet  the 
school  under  his  superintendence  appeared  very  well.  Both  teacher 
and  pupils  had  evidently  been  diligent,  and  improvement  was  the 
result.  This  is  the  banner  school  in  punctuality, — twelve  scholars 
out  of  twenty-eight,  having  been  neither  absent  or  tardy  during 
the  term,  as  follows  : — *Sarah  E.  White,  Eliza  J.  Knapp,  Lizzie 
E.  Leonard,  Nathaniel  II.  Wood,  Charles  P.  Knapp,  Gardner 
Knapp,  *Lewis  E.  White,  ,Loyd  E.  White,  George  H.  Leonard, 
*Everett  R.  Leonard,  *S.  Lewis  Leonard,  *Abbot  H.  Blanding. 

Forty  visitors  were  at  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Teacher — Emily  M.  Hunt,  of  Norton. 

Much  opposition  has  been  manifested  in  this  district,  to  the 
employment  of  a  female  teacher  for  the  winter  term  ;  yet  Miss 
Hunt  succeeded  remarkably  well.  Some  of  the  largest  boys  did 
not  attend  the  latter  part  of  the  term,  but  it  was  probably  owing 
to  causes  found  at  home,  instead  of  in  the  school-room. 

The  scholars  that  were  present  at  the  examination,  showed 
decided  marks  of  improvement,  and  the  order  was  very  good. 
Three  of  them  had  the  mark  of  perfect  attendance,  viz. : — 
Josephine  C.  Austin,  *Albert  A.  Austin,  *Grandvillc  D.  Austin. 

Ten  visitors  were  present  at  examination. 

DISTRICT   No.  8. 

Teacher — Charles  H.  Deans,  of  Easton. 
This  school  seemed  to  make  good  advancement  under  the 
instruction  of  Mr.  Deans.    The  scholars  generally,  appeared  to 
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understand  what  they  had  been  studying.  The  order  of  the  school 
was  very  good. 

The  number  of  scholars  in  this  school  that  were  perfect  in 
attendance  were  seven,  viz.  : — Olivet  L.  Field,  Celia  A.  Field, 
Eliza  Lincoln,  *Harriet  M.  Lincoln,  Chester  R.  Field,  *Barnum  A. 
Field,  Alvira  Lincoln. 

Twenty  visitors  were  present  at  examination. 

There  was  one  other  scholar  who  has  been  present  until  the 
day  of  examination,  but  his  absence  on  that  day  necessarily 
excludes  him  from  this  roll  of  honor. 

Those  fifteen  that  are  marked  with  a  *  are  worthy  of  double 
honor,  for  they  have  not  been  absent  or  tardy  during  the  year. 


WINTER  SCHOOLS,  1856-7. 
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ATTENDANCE. 

The  mean  average  attendance  of  the  schools  during  the  year 
now  closed,  has  been  a  little  more  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  all  the 
children  in  town,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen.  This  is 
rather  more  than  4|  per  cent,  above  what  it  was  last  year.  Year 
before  last,  the  average  attendance  was  very  nearly  the  same  as 
the  present  year  ;  and  then,  we  stood  at  I  he  head  of  the  towns  in 
Bristol  county  in  the  point  of  attendance.  But  last  year  Norton 
fell  below  five  other  towns  in  the  county,  and  of  course  was  No.  6, 
instead  of  No.  1,  as  it  was  the  year  before.  We  are  glad  the  town 
has  regained  her  former  per  centage,  and  hope  it  will  take  no 
more  backward  steps,  but  will  continue  to  go  onward  and  upward, 
to  one  hundred  per  cent.,  and  always  maintain  their  standing  at 
that  point,  or  higher. 

SINGING  IN  SCHOOLS. 

In  nearly  all  the  schools,  singing  was  introduced  into  both  the 
summer  and  winter  terms.  This  is  not  only  pleasing  but  impor- 
tant. There  is  hardly  an  individual  who  cannot  learn  to  sing, 
who  attempts  it  in  early  life  ;  and  there  is  probably  no  exercise 
better  calculated  in  its  nature,  to  soothe  and  animate  the  spirit 
worn  by  hard  study,  or  irritated  by  the  vexation  of  the  school- 
room, than  music,  poured  forth  by  youthful  voices,  and  warm 
from  youthful  hearts.  We  hope  the  practice  will  be  continued, 
not  merely  as  a  pastime,  but  as  a  science  ;  for  it  will  not  only 
animate  and  strengthen  the  student  in  his  youthful  labors,  but  it 
will  alleviate  the  cares,  labors,  and  sorrows  of  more  advanced 
life. 

DECLAMATION  AND  COMPOSITION. 

In. some  of  the  winter  schools,  declamation  and  composition 
were  successfully  introduced,  and  added  much  to  the  real  benefit 
resulting  from  the  schools.  One  of  the  objects  of  education  is  to 
enable  us  to  express  our  thoughts  and  feelings  in  an  appropriate 
and  easy  manner,  and  this  can  only  be  done  in  speaking  or 
writing.  Declamation  assists  in  giving  case  and  refinement  to  the 
manners,  and  readiness  and  confidence  to  the  mind,  and  thereby 
aids  in  the  vocal  expression  of  our  thoughts.  So  composition  also, 
not  only  enables  us  to  clothe  our  thoughts  in  suitable  words,  to 
3 
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produce  the  desired  impressions  on  the  minds  of  others,  but  really 
expands  and  strengthens  the  intellectual  powers,  by  calling  them 
into  vigorous  exercise.  Excellent  specimens  of  the  latter  were 
found  in  quite  a  number  of  the  schools,  but  the  energy  of  the 
youthful  minds  in  district  No.  4,  under  the  guidance  of  their 
teacher,  brought  into  existence  a  beautifully  printed  sheet  called 
"  The  Olio,"  which  in  the  choice  of  subjects,  beauty  of  thought, 
and  strength  of  expression,  would  have  done  honor  to  old  and 
experienced  writers.  We  hope  these  exercises,  that  serve  to  give 
practical  application  to  the  scholar's  attainments,  and  to  call  into 
action  the  latent  powers  of  his  mind,  will  become  more  general 
in  all  our  schools  both  summer  and  winter. 

VISITING  SCHOOLS. 

In  one  respect  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement  during 
the  year,  in  some  of  the  districts,  i.  e.,  in  the  interest  manifested 
by  the  parents  in  the  subject  of  education,  by  visiting  the  schools. 
In  no  way  can  parents  and  guardians,  more  easily  and  successfully 
stimulate  the  youthful  mind  to  vigorous  and  earnest  efforts,  in 
training  and  storing  the  mind  with  useful  knowledge,  than  by 
visiting  the  school-room.  When  the  teacher  and  scholar  con- 
stantly feel,  that  at  almost  any  moment  the  parent  or  other  visitor 
may  be  there,  they  will  feel  a  common  interest  in  preserving  the 
order  of  school,  and  in  having  every  lesson  perfectly  committed. 
Their  presence  too  would  give  importance  and  interest  in  the 
scholar's  mind,  to  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Should  they 
neglect  to  visit  him  in  the  school-room,  and  thus  manifest  that 
they  had  no  interest  in  his  studies,  he  might  think  he  was  only 
sent  to  school  to  be  out  of  the  way  at  home,  and  that  his  studies 
were  of  little  importance.  These  visits,  however,  should  not  be 
at  set  times,  when  visiters  are  expected,  and  preparations  are 
made  for  them ;  but  should  be  at  all  times  in  the  day,  and  week, 
and  without  previous  notice.  We  are  glad  to  notice  this  improve- 
ment, and  hope  the  hints  here  presented  will  call  the  attention  of 
others  to  the  subject,  and  aid  in  rendering  our  schools  more' 
efficient. 

This  interest  in  the  education  of  the  young,  should  not  be  felt 
by  parents  alone,  but  every  individual  who  has  an  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  our  country,  should  feel  that  they  have  a  personal 
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interest  in  the  advancement  of  education,  and  should  labor  for 
the  greatest  possible  improvement  among  the  youth. 

MORAL  CULTURE. 

The  importance  of  intellectual  training  is  not  sufficiently  felt  in 
the  community  ;  but  essential  as  this  is  to  its  welfare,  the  moral 
and  religious  culture  of  the  rising  generation,  who  are  soon  to  fill 
our  places,  and  to  have  the  weal  or  woe  of  our  country  in  their 
hands,  is  vastly  more  important.  "  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the 
beginning  of  wisdom,"  and  an  education  that  does  not  have  this 
as  one  of  its  essential  ingredients,  is  radically  defective.  However 
Avell  the  intellect  may  be  trained,  if  the  moral  and  religious 
interests  of  the  young  are  uncared  for,  virtue  will  wane, — the  best 
interests  of  time  be  sacrificed,  and  the  glories  of  the  future  be 
lost.  We  have  wisely  ordained  that  the  Bible  shall  be  daily  read 
in  our  schools,  but  we  should  also  have  much  care  in  selecting 
their  teachers,  for  they  also  necessarily  exert  a  very  great  influ- 
ence over  the  moral  culture  and  future  destiny  of  their  pupils. 
Nothing  short  of  the  principles  of  righteousness  implanted  in  the 
heart,  and  carried  out  in  the  life,  can  make  any  community 
prosperous  or  happy  ;  and  nothing  but  this  can  preserve  the  liber- 
ties of  our  country,  and  the  institutions  of  our  fathers  ;  or  purify 
and  reform  the  councils  of  our  nation.  Let  us,  therefore,  in  con- 
clusion, urge  on  all  the  importance  of  training  up  a  child  in  the 
way  he  should  go,  that  he  may  not  depart  from  it  when  he  is  old. 

G.  F.  CLARK, 
*J.  A.  GIBSON, 
BENJ.  E.  SWEET. 

Norton,  April  9,  1857. 
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EEPOKT. 


Your  Committee  would  submit  the  following  detailed  report,  of 
the  condition  of  the  Public  Schools  in  town,  as  they  have  appeared 
to  us. 


SUMMER  TERM. 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 
Prudential  Committee — Royal  P.  Hodges. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher — Sarah  A.  Hunt. 

Miss  Hunt  came  here  as  a  tyro  in  teaching.  She  labored  hard  for 
the  improvement  of  her  pupils  and  with  considerable  success,  yet  they 
did  not  appear  so  prompt  and  thorough  as  we  should  like  to  have 
seen  them.    Some  of  the  recitations  were  quite  good. 

None  in  this  department  were  perfect  in  attendance.  Twenty 
nine  visitors  at  the  closing  examination. 

HIGHER  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher — Amelia  D.  Blandin,  of  Rehoboth. 
She  is  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience,  and  has  taught  this 
school  with  a  good  degree  of  success.  There  are  some  superior  schol- 
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ars  here  in  Mental  Arithmetic.  The  recitations  at  the  close  of  this 
school,  were  very  good,  showing  that  the  term  had  been  a  profitable 
one. 

One  scholar  was  neither  absent  or  tardy  during  the  term,  viz : 
Harriet  M.  Willis.    Fifty  four  persons  were  present  at  the  close. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

Prudential  Committee — Caleb  S.  Wetherell. 
Teacher — Abby  A.  Sweet. 

This  school  prospered  under  the  care  of  its  teacher,  making  a  good 
degree  of  progress  during  the  term.  The  recitations  on  the  last  day, 
were  for  the  most  part,  creditable  to  both  teacher  and  scholars. 

Some  of  the  pupils  did  not  appear  so  ready  in  working  out  deci- 
mal fractions ,  as  desirable.  ^ 

The  following  were  punctual  in  attendance ;  Ellen  J.  Wetherell, 
Edgar  A.  Perrigo,  Caleb  B.  Wetherell,  George  L.  Wetherell. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

Prudential  Committee — Albert  Perry. 
Teacher — Mary  L.  Hartwell,  of  Mansfield. 
Assistant — Mary  E.  Hay  ward,  " 

This  school  appeared  very  orderly,  considering  the  large  number 
of  scholars.  The  pupils,  as  well  as  teachers,  appeared  to  feel  a  deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  school,  and  where  there  is  an  interest, 
progress  may  be  expected.  A  few  of  the  smaller  classes  were  not 
so  thorough  in  the  Mental  Arithmetic,  as  desirable.  The  punctuality 
of  this  school  has  been  very  good. 

The  following  were  neither  absent  or  tardy  during  the  term. 
Alice  McCaffrey,  Bridget  Meridan,  Fidelia  Woodward,  Phebe  A. 
Woodward,  Baylies  Goff,  Frederick  Tinkham,  Howard  Tinkham, 
Charles  Woodward,  Amelia  Woodward. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  4. 
Prudential  Committee — Benj.  D.  Stanley. 

This  school  was  commenced  by  Elizabeth  H.  Lawrence,  of  N. 
Leominster,  and  continued  two  weeks  under  her  care.  She  made 
an  abrupt  change  in  her  boarding  place,  on  which  account  the  ma- 
jority of  the  voters  in  the  district,  became  somewhat  opposed  to  her 
teaching. 

Her  course  of  proceedings  was  thought  to  be  wrong  by  most  of 
the  district,  in  thus  leaving  her  boarding  place,  without  giving  reasons 
for  so  doing.  A  school  meeting  was  called  in  which  it  was  voted, 
that  Miss  Lawrence,  should  leave  the  school,  either  by  dismission, 
or  her  withdrawal.  About  one  half  of  her  scholars  had  left  her, 
previous  to  the  school  meeting,  others  intended  to  leave  should  she 
continue  the  school  We  therefore  under  the  circumstances,  advised 
her  to  withdraw,  which  she  accordingly  did. 

Miss  Luranaii  H.  Copeland,  of  Mansfield,  kept  out  the  school. 
Her  effort?  met  with  excellent  success.  The  recitations  were  gener- 
ally prompt  and  definite,  showing  that  the  scholars  were  interested. 

No.  4.  has  been  favored  with  a  superior  teacher,  one  who  under- 
stands how  to  teach.  Music  and  composition  were  interspersed  with 
the  exercises,  adding  much  to  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  the  school. 

Under  Miss  Copeland's  tuition,  the  following  were  neither  absent 
or  tardy : — George  A.  Lane,  Charles  A.  Lane.  Forty  five  persons 
were  present  at  the  closing  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

Prudential  Committee — Ezekiel  Leonard. 

This  School  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Hasadiah  K.  Chipman, 
of  Bridgewater.  She  failed  somewhat  in  her  government.  After 
having  taught  the  school  about  seven  weeks,  she  left  on  account  of 
ill  health.  . 

Miss  F.  Josephine  Randall,  of  Easton,  succeeded  her.  Order, 
thoroughness  and  vromptness,  were  characteristics  of  the  school.  She 


6 


is  evidently  cut  out  for  a  good  teacher.  Her  method  and  manner  of 
teaching  seems  to  be  of  the  right  stamp.  The  school  room  was 
tastefully  decorated  with  evergreens  and  appropriate  mottos. 

The  following  were  punctual  in.  attendance : — Elvira  O.  Sweet, 
Lemantha  K.  Sweet.  Six  were  neither  absent  or  tardy  under  the 
former  teacher,  three  under  the  latter.  Twenty  five  visitors  were 
present  at  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  (3. 

Prudential  Committee — George  B.  Leonard. 
Teacher — Elizabeth  II.  Godfrey. 

This  term  has  been  short,  but  eight  weeks  long,  yet  it  has  been 
a  profitable  one.  Miss  Godfrey  has  evidently  taken  a  good  deal  of 
pains  with  this  school.    Its  punctuality  was  very  good. 

The  following  were  perfect  in  attendance: — Lewis  E  White,  Ste- 
phen L.  Leonard,  Mary  H.  Wood,  Sarah  E  White,  Eliza  J.  Knapp. 
Mary  J.  White,  Everett  R.  Leonard.  Twelve  visitors  were  present 
at  the  close  of  this  school. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

Prudential  Committee — George  B.  Crane. 

Teacher — Susan  J.  Drake,  of  North  Bridgwater. 

This  was  Miss  Drakes  first  school.  Her  labors  here  were  very 
successful.  The  recitations  on  examination  day,  showed  thoroughness 
in  the  ground  passed  over.    Music  was  introduced  into  this  school. 

The  following  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy : — Laura  J.  Hunt, 
Mary  A.  Crane,  Ella  E.  Hill,  Albert  A  Austin,  Frank  D.  Hunt, 
Sandford  Hill.    Number  of  visitors  on  last  day  : — thirty. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Prudential  Committee — James  Leonard. 
Teacher — Martha  C.  Meade. 

Mrs.  Meade  has  evidently  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  with  this 
school,  and  her  efforts  have  met  with  good  success.    The  order  and 


7 


promptness  of  the  scholars  in  giving  answers  appeared  quite  promi- 
nent on  examination  day. 

She  is  a  teacher  of  superior  skill  and  deserves  much  credit  for 
good  management  in  No.  8. 

Punctual  attendance  as  follows: — Adelia  A.  Dean,  Eliza  Lincoln, 
Barnum  A.  Field,  Hiram  F.  Dean. 


SUMMER  SCHOOLS,  1857. 
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WINTER  TERM. 
DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher — Susan  J.  Drake,  of  North  Bridgwater. 

This  was  the  summer  teacher  of  District  No.  7,  and  we  were 
somewhat  familiar  with  her  method  of  teaching.  Her  efforts  here 
with  the  little  ones  were  crowned  with  success.  The  school  appeared 
well,  showing  that  the  pupils  were  interested. 

The  class  in  Dana  P.  Colburn's  Arithmetic  appeared  better  than 
scholars  usually  do  of  that  age.  Those  little  ones  in  the  primer  read 
and  spelt  well.    None,  this  term,  were  punctual  in  attendance. 

HIGHER  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher — Edwin  Barrows. 

Mr.  Barrows  is  a  gentleman  of  high  attainments  and  has  labored 
hard  for  the  benefit  of  his  scholars.  The  recitations  for  the  most 
part,  showed  that  a  good  degree  of  improvement  had  been  made. 
The  classes  in  Reading  especially  showed  progress.  This  school 
was  not  so  still  as  it  should  have  been.  Two  were  neither  absent 
or  tardy  ;  Julia  R.  Barrows,  G.  Alonzo  Clark.  Eighty  visitors  on 
examination  day. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

Teacher — Mart  L.  Hartwell,  of  Mansfield. 

The  labors  of  the  teacher  here  have  been  very  successful.  The 
scholars  all  appeared  to  be  interested,  feeling  that  they  came  here 
for  some  good  purpose,  that  each  had  something  to  do.  A  promi- 
nent feature  which,  we  observed  on  examination  day,  was  good  or- 
der. The  recitations  on  the  last  day  were  praiseworthy,  showing 
that  the  pupils  had  taken  pains  from  day  to  day  in  their  lessons.  A 
little  paper  was  read  by  two  of  the  larger  girls,  called  the  "Norton 
Bee".    The  compositions  were  very  good  for  first  attempts. 

The  following  were  perfect  in  attendance  : — Ellen  L,  Briggs,  Ma- 
ry A.  Lane,  Ellen  R.  Wetherell,  Angenette  R.  Wilde,  Edmund 
Briggs,  George  L.  Wetherell,  C.  Bowen  Wetherell,  Edwin  Wether- 
ell.   Thirty  nine  visitors  were  present  on  last  day. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  3. 
Teacher — J.  C.  Meade. 

This  school  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Meade, — a  very  su- 
perior teacher.  One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  in  this  school,  was 
the  excellent  order  exhibited. 

The  teacher  and  scholars  appeared  to  be  deeply  interested  in  their 
work,  and  excellent  progress  was  the  result. 

The  silent  tear,  showed  the  deep  love  and  affection  of  the  pupils 
for  their  teacher,  as  they  sung  their  farewell  song.  The  services  of 
such  a  teacher  should  be  secured  again  in  town  if  possible. 

Two  were  neither  absent  or  tardy  during  the  terra,  viz :  Ellen 
Gallagan,  Alice  Mc.  Caffrey.  Forty  eight  persons  were  present  at 
the  close  of  this  school. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

Teacher — George  J.  Arnold,  of  Londonderry,  Vt. 

Mr  Arnold  is  a  teacher  of  superior  skill,  and  one  who  has  had 
considerable  experience  in  the  art  of  teaching.  Having  taught  this 
school  the  last  winter,  he  knew  where  to  begin,  and  what  to  do  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  school.  Nearly  all  the  classes  recited  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  themselves.  The  pupils  seemed  to  manifest 
a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  school,  striving  to  make  it  one 
of  the  best  in  town.  A  great  deal  of  pains  has  been  taken  with  com- 
positions and  declamations,  specimens  of  wrhich  we  heard  on  examin- 
ation day.  ' 

A  little  paper  denominated  the  "  Olio "  was  printed,  containing 
compositions  of  some  of  the  scholars,  highly  creditable  to  the  writers. 

Perfect  attendance  as  follows: — D.  D.  Arnold,  Savillion  II.  Bates, 
Oren  H.  Crossman,  Nelson  E.  Fisher,  Edgar  A.  Freeman,  Alfred 
P.  Haslehurst,  Alfred  B.  Hodges,  Wm.  H.  Lane,  Wm.  A.  Lane, 
Edwin  A.  Lane,  George  A.  Lane,  Charles  A.  Lane,  Paulinus  J. 
Makepeace,  Patrick  Mack,  Wm.  Mack,  Henry  Shute,  Geo.  B.  Stan- 
ley, Charles  F.  Wilbur,  Marcus  W.  Wheeler,  E.  G.  Haslehurst/ 
Mary  A.  Isherwood,  Harriet  A.  Jones  R.  Adelaide  Lee,  Catherine 
Mack,  Jane  Mack,  Fannie  Mack,  Isabel  A.  Sweet. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  visitors  were  present  at  the  examination. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  5. 
Teacher — Daniel  H.  Pratt,  of  Easton. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  one  who  lias  had  considerable  experience  in  teaching, 
His  labors  in  No.  5.  have  been  crowned  with  success.  Excellent 
order  was  maintained  daring  the  term.  The  scholars  knew  and  felt 
that  they  were  enjoying  superior  advantages,  and  they  therefore  act- 
ed accordingly. 

Good  satisfaction  we  think,  was  given  throughout  the  district. 

The  following  were  neither  absent  or  tardy  : — Alvira  O.  Sweet. 
Eunice  M.  Wilbur,  Elmina  A.  Forbes,  Isabella  J.  Ballou,  Sarah  E. 
Miller,  Othalia  J.  Smith  *  Lewis  E.  Leonard,  J.  Edward  Tucker, 
Lauren  N.  Francis,  Joseph  E.  Ballou,  Edwin  F.  Leonard,  Abner 
A.  Foster,  Joseph  S.  Elliot,  Philo  F.  Leonard,  Frederick  O.  Wilbur, 
George  L.  Foster. 

Fifty  one  visitors  were  present  at  the  closing  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

i 

,  Teacher — Otis  White,  of  Attleborough. 

Mr.  White  came  before  us  as  a  stranger.  Upon  examination  we 
found  him  to  be  a  good  scholar,  one  well  qualified  for  teaching  as 
far  as  book  learning  is  concerned. 

Upon  entering  the  schoolroom  we  found  him  to  lack  some  essen- 
tial qualities.  Dr.  Watts  has  said,  that  "there  are  some  very  learn- 
ed men,  who  know  much  themselves,  but  have  not  the  talent  of  com- 
municating their  own  knowledge".  Mr.  White  seems  to  us  to  be  one 
of  this  class.  The  scholars  were  not  interested  and  were  unwilling 
to  obey.  The  dissatisfaction  in  the  district  became  stronger  and 
stronger  until  he  left  the  school. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Deans,  of  Easton,  finished  the  school.  Under 
his  instruction  it  prospered,  an  interest  being  excited,  and  good  pro- 
gress was  the  result.  Mr  Deans  well  understands  the  machinery  of 
the  school  room,  and  knows  how  to  keep  it  in  successful  operation. 

The  following  were  punctual: — Mary  J.  White,  Gardner  Knapp, 
Charles  P.  Knapp,  George  II  .Leonard,  Everett  R.  Leonard,  Stephen 
L.  Leonard,  Lewis  E.  White,  William  H.  Davis,  Lloyd  E.  White. 

Eight  visitors  were  present  at  the  close  of  this  school. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

Teacher- — Stephen  C.  Sears,  of  Rochester,  Mass. 

Mr  Sears  cnme  here  as  a  tyro  in  teaching,  this  being  his  first 
school ;  yet  his  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain.  There  are  some  very 
superior  scholars  here,  who  take  a  deep  interest  in  their  studies. 
The  recitations  on  examination  day  were  quite  good,  showing  that 
the  scholars  had  tried  to  improve. 

We  anticipate  a  brilliant  success  for  Mr.  Sears  as  teacher. 

The  following  were  neither  absent  or  tardy : — Laura  J.  Hunt, 
Abby  E.  Makepeace,  Josephine  C.  Austin,  Laura  E.  Makepeace, 
Frank  D.  Hunt,  Henry  W.  Lincoln. 

Twenty  six  visitors  at  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 
Teacher— Martha  C.  Meade. 

Here  we  found  a  superior  school.  Order,  thoroughness  and  neat- 
ness, were  some  of  its  characteristics.  The  large  class  in  Colburn's 
Mental  Arithmetic,  did  themselves  much  credit  in  analyzing  their 
examples  so  promptly,  showing  that  they  understood  what  they  were 
about.  A  great  deal  of  pains  was  taken  in  Penmanship,  a  very  prac- 
tical part  of  an  education.  A  few  declamations  and  dialogues  were 
spoken  at  the  closing  examination. 

It  would  be  well  for  some  one  of  the  prudential  committees,  to  se- 
cure her  services  another  term  if  possible. 

The  following  were  perfect  in  attendance  : — L.  Olivet  Field,  Har- 
riet M.  Lincoln,  Eliza  Lincoln,  C.  Angenette  Field. 

Thirty  one  visitors  at  the  closing  examination. 

Having  thus  given  such  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
public  schools,  as  we  deem  appropriate,  we  would  offer  a  few  remarks 
in  closing. 

Our  Public  Schools  are  something  in  which  we  all  ought  to  be  in- 
terested, as  much  depends  upon  their  prospect  and  success. 

Prudential  Committees  should  take  particular  pains  in  selecting 
their  teachers,  striving  to  procure  those  who  have  been  tried  in  town 
or  in  the  vicinity,  and  have  been  proved  to  be  successful  teachers. 
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The  cheapest  teacher  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  is  not  usually 
the  cheapest  in  the  end.  In  our  common  business  pursuits  we  gen- 
erally employ  a  workman,  who  well  understands  his  trade.  It  should 
be  so  with  regard  to  school  teachers.  k<  A  word  to  the  wise  is  suffi- 
cient." 

The  following  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  year, 
viz  . — George  L.  Wetherell,  C.  Bowen,  Alice  McCaffrey,  George  A. 
Lane,  Charles  A.  Lane,  Alvira  O.  Sweet,  Mary  J.  White,  Everett 
R.  Leonard,  Lewis  E.  White,  Laura  J.  Hunt,  Eliza  Lincoln. 


WINTER  SCHOOLS,  1857-8. 
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PUNCTUALITY. 

This  is  another  matter  of  great  importance  in  school  affairs.  Pa- 
rents should  see  that  their  children  are  regular  in  their  attendance  at 
school.  They  might  prevent  much  of  the  absence  and  tardiness  of 
their  children  if  they  felt  so  inclined.  If  habits  of  punctuality  are 
formed  in  youth,  while  children  attend  the  public  "school,  these  habits 
will  probably  attend  them  through  life,  being  of  much  service  to 
them  in  all  their  business  pursuits.  The  boy  who  plays  truant,  and 
is  frequently  late  at  school,  will  be  apt  to  he  behind  time,  when  he 
shall  have  arrived  to  the  years  of  manhood. 

From  the  non-punctuality  of  the  pupils,  much  of  the  money  spent 
for  schooling  is  actually  lost.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  there  has  been 
so  good  an  attendance  in  most  of  the  schools  in  town  ;  that  there  are 
some  names  upon  the  register,  showing  that  they  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  during  the  year.  Others  who  have  attended  punctually 
one  term,  and  there  is  still  another  class,  who  have  not  been  absent 
or  tardy  except  from  sickness.  All  this  speaks  well  for  those  schol- 
ars; let  others  imitate  their  example. 

We  find  the  mean  average  attendance  for  the  year,  to  be  about 
eighty  three  per  cent  of  all  the  children  in  town,  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  fifteen. 

PROFANITY. 

Profanity  and  vulgarity  is  something  that  parents  should  guard 
against.  They  should  strive  to  set  a  good  example  before  their  chil- 
dren, one  which  will  be  safe  for  them  to  imitate.  Hyperbole  should 
be  sparingly  used.  Appropriate  words  should  be  selected  which  ex- 
actly express  our  ideas. 

Children  are  very  apt,  at  the  present  day  to  treat  their  seniors  with 
disrepect,  feeling  as  if  they  knew  more  than  those,  whose  locks  are 
whitened  by  the  snows  of  many  winters.  "  Civility"  is  a  good  mot- 
to for  all  to  go  by,  striving  "  to  do  unto  others,  as  we  wish  them  to 
do  to  us." 

MUSIC. 

Music  has  been  successfully  introduced  into  some  of  the  schools  in 
town.    Besides  being  a  pleasant  exercise,  it  is  a  highly  useful  part 
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-of  an  education.  Music  appeals  to  the  feelings,  softening  the  asper- 
ities of  our  natures.  It  adds  much  to  the  interest  of  the  school,  pro- 
ducing union  and  harmony. 

Probably  no  exercise  is  more  attentively  listened  to,  by  spectators, 
in  the  school  room,  than  the  music  of  youthful  voices,  in  singing. 
During  the  summer  term,  music  was  one  of  the  exercises  in  the  fol- 
lowing districts;  viz.  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  7  and  8,  in  the  winter  in  Nos.  3, 
4,  8,  and  the  primary  department  in  No.  1. 

MORAL  TRAINING. 

This  is  another  very  important  matter,  connected  with  our  common 
schools.  It  was  once  asked  of  Madame  Wnshington,  how  she  man- 
aged to  rear  one  so  truly  illustrious.  She  replied  "  only  to  require 
obedience,  diligence  and  truth" 

Let  parents  take  pains  to  learn  children  to  mind  these  three  things,  for 
they  are  very  important  in  the  formation  of  youthful  character.  It 
is  the  destiny  of  man  to  labor,  he  could  not  be  happy  without  it,  and 
therefore  let  children  be  taught  to  be  diligent,  whether  they  employ 
the  mind  or  body. 

Truth  and  honesty  should  be  early  instilled  into  the  minds  of  youth 
that  when  they  come  to  act  upon  the  stage  of  life,  they  may  be  true 
men  and  women,  having  "right"  as  their  motto  in  their  dealings 
with  one  another. 

EDDY  LINCOLN,  ) 

BEN  J.  E.  SWEET,  [  School  Committee. 

R.  HENRY  HALL,  ) 

Norton,  March  25th,  1858. 
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OF  THE  TOWN, 

For  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1858* 


TAUNTON: 
C.  A.  Hack,  Book  and.  Job  Printer,  5  Main  St. 

1858. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  Town  of  Norton 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  giving  the  amount  of  Ex- 
penditures and  Receipts  of  said  town  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1856. 


EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  paid  to  the  highway  Surveyors,  for  clearing  the  roads 
from  snow  in  the  year  I  857. 

Pd.  Thorn.  Gooch,  highway  surveyor,  dist.  No.  1,  $158.00 

C.  S.  Witherell,      "  "         "      "  2,  211.62 

David  Arnold,       "  «        ««      «  3,  133.85 

C.  H.  Smith,         "  "         «      "  4,  161.75 

E.  G.  Miller,         «  "        "      "  5,  100.06 

Nathaniel  Newcomb,  •■         "      "  6,  115.87 

Eddy  Lincoln,       "  "         "      "  7,  138.87 

S.  W.  Lincoln,      "  k<        «      "  8,  203  62 


Whole  amount  paid  for  clearing  roads  from  snow  $1223.64 


EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  paid  from  the  town  Treasury  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1858. 

Paid  to  Benjamin  M.  Stephens  for  labor  on  Cedar 

Swamp  road,  in  highway  District  No.  8,  $6.25 
"  S.  W.  Lincoln  for  labor  on  Cedar  Swamp  road,12.00 
«       D.  Field  Jr.  "         "  "       «  6-00 

«•  Otis  Dean  for  labor  and  gravel  "  "  12.00 
"       Thorn.  Storey  "  "       "  4.00 

Jones  Godfrey  "  "       "  5.32 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln  «  «       «  53.16 

S.  R.  Lincoln,  "  «       «  2.50 
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Paid  to  C.  E.  Lincoln, 
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S.  A.  Dean,  for  gravel 
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"       Bradford  Dean, 

a 

U 

«< 

6.91 

$145.40 

Paid  to  Luen  C.  Leonard  for  chestnut   timber  for 

bridge  near  D.  S.  Cobb,  $12.40 

"  Hezekiah  Sweet  for  chestnut  timber  for 
plank  and  sawing  the  same,  for  bridges  in 
highway  District  No.  2,  5.79 

"       Caleb  S.  Witherell  for  chestnut  timber  for 

bridge  plank  36.15 

"       Augustus  Lane  for  chestnut  timber  for  bridge 

plank,  and  for  sawing  the  same,  6.40 


$60.74 


Whole  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges  $206.14 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  town  officers  and  other  incidental  expenses  of  the  town  paid 
during  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1858. 

Paid  to  Rev.  George  F.  Clark  for  services  as  School 

Committee  for  the  school  years  1856-7,  $27.00 
"      Rev.  John  A.  Gibson  for  services  as  School 

Committee  for  the  school  years  1856-7,  31.80 
«      Benjamin  E.  Sweet  for  services  as  School 

Committee  for  the  school  years  1856-7,  20.00 

$78.80 

Paid  to  James  Allen  for  assessing  taxes,  taking  cen- 
sus of  children  and  legal  voters,  in  school 
Districts  Nos.  3,  4  and  7,  1857,  $19.63 
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to  James  0.  Messinger  for  assessing  taxes,  ta- 
king census  of  children  and  legal  voters,  in 
school  Districts  Nos  I  and  2,  1857,  18.74 
Augustus  Lane  for  assessing  taxes,  taking 
census  of  children  and  legal  voters  in  school 
Districts  Nos.  5,  6  and  8,  1857  17.25 
S.  O.  Dunbar  for  valuation  book  and  other 
books  for  tax  purposes,  $7.59 
Augustus    L.  Pratt  for  collecting  Town, 
County  and  State  taxes  for  the  year  1857,     63  66 
Ellis  Ames  and  C.  B.  Farnsworth  for  le- 
gal advice  on  road  and  pauper  cases  5  00 
Express  charges,   postage,  stationery  and 
sundry  other  small  bills  paid  for  town,  14.43 

James  O.  Messinger  for  paying  for  mounted 
maps  of  town,  14.40 
George  White  Jr.,  his  salary  as  liquor  agent 
for  the  year  ending  July  2d,  1857,  50.00 
Hiram  Hodges,  for  warning  three  townmeet- 
ings  the  past  year,  7.50 
Don  P.  Makepeace  for  taking  charge  and 
going  with  the  hearse  the  past  year,  21.00 
John  Crane  for  copying  records  and  paper 
for  same,  and  recording  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  up  to  Dec.  31st,  1857,  27.27 
James  Allen  and  Augustus  Lane  for  use  of 
horse  for  town,  11.25 
Bennett  &  Williams  for  renewing  judgment 
against  Thomas  Hraman,  28.94 
For  abatement  of  taxes  for  the  year  1847, 
$5.60,  for  1856,  $8.92,  for  1857,  $42.90,  57.42 

Augustus  Lane  for  27  days  service  as  Se- 
lectman and  Overseer  of  the  poor  for  the 
year  ending  March  2d,  1858,  $40.50 
James  O.  Messinger  for  20  days  service  as 
Selectman  and  Overseer  of  the  poor  for  the 
year  ending  March  2d,  1858.  30.00 
James  Allen  for  14  days  service  as  Select- 
man and  Overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  year 
ending  March  2d,  1858,  21.00 
Benjamin  E.  Sweet  for  service  as  School 
Committee  for  the  school  years  1857-8,  $30.00 


Paid  to  R.  Henry  Hall  for  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee for  the  school  years  1857-8,  20.00 

"      John  Crane  for  services  as  town  Treasurer 

for  the  past  year,  30.00 

"      For  interest  on  money  borrowed,  147.24 


318.74 

Amount  paid  for  expenses  of  town  officers,  interest 

money  and  other  incidental  charges  761.54 


Expenses  for  the  support  of  poor  at  Aims-House 

Paid  to  Moses  Hunt,  his  salary  as  Superintendent  at 
Aims-House  for  the  year  ending  April  1st, 
1858,  150.00 
Asa  T.  Newcomb  for  labor  on  farm  through 
the  Summer,  114.23 
"       E.  Hodges  Eddy  for  cradling  rye  in  July  last  5.25 


Hiram  J.  Hunt  for  flour,  grain,  provisions 
for  Aims-House,  50.93 
John  R.  Rodgerson  for  clothing,  groceries 
and  provisions,  I  24.03 

James  O.  Messinger,  clothing  and  provisions 
bought,  16.18 
Augustus  Lane,  clothing,  furniture  and  pro- 
visions bought,  17.30 
Thomas  D.  Lane,  for  20  gal.  molasses,  5,80 
William  Knowles  for  grain  and  for  mending 
shoes,  5.75 


269.48 


$219.99 


Paid  to  Augustus  Lane  for  a  cow  bought  for  farm,  $32.75 

"      Daniel  Leonard  for  a  shoat,  13.10 

"      Copeland  &  Bassett  for  two  heifers,  42.00 

u      Mrs.  Louisa  Blanding  for  a  cow,  27.00 


$114.85 


Paid  to  J.  R.  Rodgerson  for  farming  tools,  hay  seed, 

nails  and  other  small  articles,  $23.33 
"      Benj.  Sweet  for  boards  for  repairs,  3.50 
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"       George  Leonard  for  a  cultivator,  3.50 
"      James  O  Messinger  for  mason  work,  paint, 

and  painting,  9.75 
u  Z.  Macomber  for  blacksmithing,  13.42 
"  Janus  O.  Messinger  for  paying  funeral  ex- 
penses, 11.25 
'«  Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attendance,  3.75 
"      James  O.  Messinger  for  a  wheel  barrow,  5.00 

$73.50 

Amount  expended  at  Aims-House,  $677.82 


Expenses  for  support  of  poor  out  of  Aims-House,  paid  the  past 
year. 

Paid  to  Thomas  Copeland  for  provisions  and  wood 

furnished  to  Reuben  Wilber  in  1856-7  $16.28 

"      Ansel  Keith  for  support  of  Nathaniel  Andros 

from  March  1st  1856,  to  March  1st,  1857,  $39.00 

"  Hiram  J.  Hunt  for  goods  delivered  to  Reu- 
ben Wilber,  3.48 

"       Town  of  Attleboro  for  assistance  furnished 

Sanford  Briggs  in  1856,  5.00 

"      Town  of  Mansfield  for  assistance  furnished 

Sanford  Briggs  in  1856,  30.00 

"  Town  of  Taunton  for  assistance  furnished 
Marda  Woodward  and  family  previous  to 
April  1857  61.50 

"      Town  of  Taunton  for  assistance  furnished 

Ephraim  Tucker  and  family  in  1856-7,  14.50 

11      City  of  Cambridge  for  assistance  furnished 

Lewis  Tucker  and  family  in  1850,  7.00 

*'  City  of  Lynn  for  assistance  and  funeral  ex- 
penses of  Lewis  Tucker  previous  to  March 
1857,  21.25 


$198.01 


Paid  to  James  O.  Messinger  for  paying  funeral  ex- 
penses of  wife  of  George  W.  Quinly  to  be 
paid  by  Easton,  $9.37 
'*      Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attendance  on 
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Wid.  Guilford  Leonard,  Dean  K.  Leonard 
and  Gilbert  B  Leonard,  expenses  paid  by 
Town  of  Taunton,  $79.00 
Hiram  J.  Hunt  for  goods  and  groceries  fur- 
nished Sarah  Bryant,  paid  by  town  of  N. 
Bridgwater,  19.50 
Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attendance  on 
child  of  Y\  m.  Washburn  paid  by  town  of 
Bridgewater,  5.00 
John  R.  Rodgerson  for  goods  furnished  Eliz- 
abeth A.  Vaughn  and  George  E.  Wallace 
and  family,  (o  be  paid  by  Easton,  9.37 
Thomas  D.  Lane  for  groceries  for  Elizabeth 
A.  Vaughn  and  George  B.  Wallace  and  fam- 
ily, 7.00 
Thomas  D.  Lane  for  provisions  and  grocer- 
ies for  Benj.  Witherell  and  family,  paupers 
belonging  to  Taunton,  $9.00,  paid  Asa  Ar- 
nold for  potatoes  t>5  cents,  9.65 


$138.89 


Paid  to  Wheaton  Mfg.  Co.  for  goods  and  groceries 
furnished  for  Alanson  Sweet  and  family  from 
March  1st,  1857  to  March  1st,  1858,  $53.37 

u      J.  R.  Rogerson  for  goods  furnished  Mrs. 

Danforth,  3.00 

"  J.  R  Rogerson  for  goods  and  groceries  fur- 
nished Reuben  Wilbur,  26.41 

"  J.  R.  Rogerson  and  James  Allen  for  assis- 
tance to  Hilliard  Witherell  8.00 

u  Town  of  Taunton  for  assistance  furnished  to 
Marda  Woodward  and  family  previous  to 
June  20th,  1857.  32.25 

"      Town  of  Taunton  for  assistance  furnished 

Ephraim  Tucker  and  family,  49.37 

"      Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attendance  on 

Reuben  Wilbur,  15.00 

•«  James  O.  Messinger,  for  wood  and  paying 
for  drawing  wood  and  sawing  the  same,  and 
for  shoes  for  Reuben  Wilbur,  10.64 

"      Horton  &  Smith  for  goods  furnished  James 

White,  5.00 


* 


The  following,  which  was  left  out  through  mistake,  comes  in  )><->- 
fore  amount  of  receipts. 

Total  cash  expenditures  for  the  year,  an4  notes  for  which  the  town 
is  paying  interest  on,  March  31st,  1858. 

Paid  for  clearing  the  roads  from  snow  in  the  win- 
ter of  1857,  $1,223.64 
"  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  206.14 
"  incidental  expenses,  761.54 
"  repairs,  stock  and  support  of  poor  at 
Alms  House,  677.82 
*'  support  of  poor  out  of  Alms  House,  769.49 
"  State  tax  for  the  year  1857,  1,152.00 
"        County  tax  for  the  year  1857,  909. 1 0 

"        support  of  schools,  1,581.39 

Amount  of  notes  due  to  Calvin  Willis,  dated  March 
31st,  1853,  1,532.70  
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Paid  to  Augustus  Lane  his  expenses  and  horse  to  N. 

Bridgwater  on  pauper  case,  George  White,  $2.09 
"      Augustus  Lane,  his  expenses  to  Sutton  on 

pauper  case,  Charles  H.  Watson,  3.70 
;<      Town  of  Sutton  for  assistance  furnished  C 

H.  Watson  and  family,  51.37 
"       Sundry  persons  for  house  rent,  provisions, 

clothing  and  wood   furnished  for  Marda 

Woodward  and  family,  60.32 
"      Earl  W.  Stone  for  support  of  Lucinda  Stone 

from  March  1st,  1857  to  March  1st  1858,  31.20 
"       Ansel  Keith  for  support  of  Nathaniel  Andros 

from  March  1st,  1857  to  March  1st,  1858,  31.00 

"  City  of  Boston  for  assistance  furnished  Rob- 
ert Briggs,  7.50 

"       Sundry   persons  for  keeping  and  assisting 

transient  or  traveling  paupers,  12.75 

'*  James  O.  Messinger  for  paying  funeral  ex- 
penses of  Reuben  Wilbur,  6.00 

"      James  O.  Messinger  for  paying  Dean  Read, 

for  taking  care  of  Reuben  Wilbur,  6.00 

"       City  of  Cambridge  for  assistance  furnished 

Ellen  Tucker,  17.62 


Expenses  of  support  of  Poor  out  of  Alms  House  the 

past  year,  $432.59 


Amount  paid  for  support  of  Poor  out  of  Alms  House,  $769,49 


AMOUNT  OF  RECEIPTS, 

And  means  of  town  for  the  year  ending  April  1st,  1S58. 

Amount  of  order  given  to  David  Arnold  before  April 

1st,  1857,  $133.85 
"  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  Town  Treasurer,  352.12 
"  received  from  the  town  of  N.  Bridgewater,  40.54 
"         "  "       town  of  Taunton,  79.00 

"         "  "       town  of  Canton,  9.00 

14        "  "   Geo.  White,  Jr.  liquor  agent, 

July  2d,  1857,  59.41 
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received  from  sales  from  town  farm,  57.23 

"  "  John  Arnold,  Collector  of  Taxes 

in  1847,  *  9.47 

received  of  Augustus  L.  Pratt,  Collector 
of  Taxes  in  1^57,  4,327.32 
of  Taxes  in  the  hands  of  A.  L.  Pratt,  Col- 
lector. April  1st,  1858,  779.54 
of  Judgment  against  Thomas  Braman,  200.00 
of  Notes  against  sundry  persons,  118.31 
of  Bills  against  sundry  persons  69.12 
of  Mounted  Maps  of  town  9.60 
of  liquor  in  hands  of  Agent,  74.00 
received  from  money  borrowed,  676.70 
due  from  other  towns  for  support  of  Poor,  49.39 
received  from  State  for  support  of  schools,  81. 36 
's  to  pay  County  Tax,  909.10 
paid  and  not  drawn  by  order  from  the  Treas.  15.77 
of  cash  required  to  balance  account,  772.04 


8813.82 


We  will  further  report,  that  there  are  a  number  of  unsettled  ac- 
counts with  towns  and  individuals,  which  may  vary  the  foregoing  ac- 
count to  the  amount  of  seventy-five  dollars,  against  the  town. 

In  September  last,  the  Selectmen  received  a  written  complaint 
against  the  Cedar  Swamp  road  in  Winnicunnet.  They  examined  the 
same  and  ordered  said  road  to  be  repaired,  the  expense  of  which,  to- 
gether with  the  expense  for  repairs  of  most  of  the  bridges  in  town 
had  to  be  paid  from  town  Treasury. 

The  town  has  had  a  great  number  of  applications  for  assistance 
to  the  Poor,  which  we  were  obliged  to  answer.  We  have  not 
removed  many  of  those  who  have  applied,  to  the  Alms  House,  hoping 
they  would  need  temporary  relief  only.  Some  have  wanted  much 
more  help  than  we  expected,  others,  who  have  had  sickness  in  their 
families,  have  been  very  expensive  to  the  town.  We  have  had  to 
furnish  a  great  number  of  transient  or  travelling  paupers  with  lodg- 
ing, supper  and  breakfast.  In  the  discharge  of  our  duties  to  the 
Poor  we  have  endeavored  to  be  as  judicious  and  economical  in  the 
relief  furnished,  as  justice  and  humanity  required. 
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Amount  of  liquor  bought  for  the  year  ending  July  2d, 

1857,  $248.67 

Amount  sold  in  same  time,  308.25 

Amount  paid  Agent,  50.00 

Liquor  on  hand  July  2d,  1857,  74.00 


AUGUSTUS  LANE,  )       Selectmen  and 
J.  O.  MESSINGER,    [  Overseers  of  the  poor 
JAMES  ALLEN,      )        of  Norton. 


Amount  due  the  several  school   Districts  for  1857. 


strict. 

hoi  ars. 

from  state 

alf  by  Dist. 

alf  by  schol- 
ars. 

the  several 
1  Districts 
4th,  1858. 
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c  V3  a, 

1 

*S 

a> 
pj 
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O 

1 

D  ■  < 

1 

109 

$10.17 

$93.75 

$205.91 

$309.83 

$121.34 

2 

33 

10.17 

93  75 

62.34 

166.26 

3 

75 

10.17 

93.75 

141.68 

245.60 

72.85 

4 

60 

10.17 

93.75 

113.35 

217.27 

68.55 

5 

42 

10.17 

93.75 

79.34 

183.26 

55.38 

11.33  rep's 

6 

24 

10.17 

93.75 

45.34 

149.26 

55.84 

7 

24 

10.17 

93.75 

45.34 

149.26 

55.30 

6.68  rep's 

8 

30 

10.17 

93.75 

56.67 

160.59 

82.98 

397 

81.36 

[  750.00 

749  97 

1581.32 

530.25 

JOHN  CRANE,  Town  Treasurer. 
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TOWN  OF  NORTON  IN  ACT  WITH  SUNDRY  PERSONS, 

DR. 

1858.    To  2  notes  due  Calvin  Willis  dated  March 

31st,  1858,  $1532.70 
To  amount  due  the  several  school  Districts,  530.25 


2062  95 


CR, 

1858.    By  amount  of  notes,  $118.31 
"       "     of  taxes  in  the  hands  of  Augus- 
tus L.  Pratt,  779.49 
u       "     due  from  sundry  persons,  69.12 
"       "     due  from  other  towns,  40.39 
"       "     Judgment  against  Thomas  Bra- 
man,  200.00  - 
"16  maps,  9.60 
"       "    of  liquor  in  the  hands  of  the 
Agent,  74.00 
"       •«     Balance  of  account,  772.04 


$2062.95 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books,  and  found  them  cor- 
rectly kept  and  charges  sustained  by  proper  vouchers. 

SETH  SUMNER, 

ALVARUS  CASWELL,  }•  Committee 
STILLMAN  SMITH, 


« 

A.  LIST 

O  F    THE    NAMES    OF    E  A  C  II 

TA.X  PAYER, 

IN  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 
For  the  year  1857,  together  with  their  Valuation  and 

amount  of  Tax. 


A. 

Names. 

Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate 

Personal  Estate. 

Tax. 

Jason  F.  Alden, 

$1.50 

$600 

$100 

$5.70 

William  H.  Alden, 

1.50 

1.50 

James  Allen, 

1.50 

300 

2000 

15.30 

George  E.  Allen, 

1.50 

1.50 

Joseph  Adams, 
William  Adams, 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

Ephraim  Allen, 

1.50 

1500 

600 

14.10 

John  Arnold, 
David  Arnold, 

1.50 

2200 

400 

17.00 

1.50 

2100 

450 

16,80 

Proby  Arnold, 

350 

2.10 

George  H.  Arnold, 

1.50 

1400 

150 

10.80 

David  D.  Arnold, 

1.50 

1.50 

Asa  Arnold, 

1.50 

1800 

1000 

18.30 

Hannah  P.  Arnold, 

400 

2.40 

Edwin  H.  Arnold, 

1.50 

100 

2.10 

Lemuel  Arnold, 

1.50 

2400 

200 

17.10 

Lewis  L.  Austin, 

1.50 

1.50 

Otis  Austin, 

1.50 

1000 

200 

8.70 

Warren  Adams, 

1.50 

700 

50 

6  00 

Peleg  G.  Austin, 

1.50 

1.50 
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B 


Names. 

Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate 

Personal  Estate 

Total, 

Williams  &  Blossom, 

$1500 

$9.00 

Waldo  A.  Blossom, 

1.50 

1000 

7.50 

Edmond  Briggs, 

1.50 

5600 

900 

40.50 

Emerson  Briggs, 

1.50 

100 

3900 

25.50 

Simeon  Briggs, 

1.50 

500 

250 

6.00 

Mary  Bassett, 

500 

3.00 

John  Babbitt, 

1.50 

4000 

25.50 

Mrs.  L.  Blanding, 

200 

1  20 

Heirs  of  Henry  Bragg, 

600 

100 

4.20 

George  Barker, 
Alfred  Barker, 

1.50 

1600 

150 

12.00 

1  50 

1.50 

Henry  M.  Barrows, 

1.50 

1.50 

Harriet  Barrows, 

3000 

2000 

30.00 

Heirs  of  Albert  Barrows, 

600 

3.60 

Edwin  Barrows, 

1.50 

1  50 

Horatio  Bates, 

1.50 

600 

200 

6.30 

Carlos  Barrows, 

1.50 

100 

100 

2.70 

Wid.  Lydia  Braman, 

400 

2.40 

Heirs  of  Sylvan  us  B  Braman, 

3000 

18.00 

k        Thomas  Braman, 

5000 

2000 

42.00 

Isaac  T.  Braman, 

1.50 

300 

200 

4.50 

Washburn  Braman, 

1.50 

1.50 

Patrick  Brady, 

1.50 

1.50 

Benjamin  S.  Briggs, 

1.50 

1 700 

200 

12.90 

Benjamin  J.  Briggs, 

1.50 

1.50 

Alanson  Bruce, 

Heirs  of  Benjamin  Blandin, 

1.50 

300 

50 

3.60 

2000 

100 

12.60 

William  Blandin, 

1.50 

100 

2.10 

William  Balon, 

1.50 

400 

50 

420 

Michael  Boland, 

1  50 

1.50 

Heirs  of  Samuel  Balcolm, 

150 

90 

Simeon  Blandin, 

1.50 

2000 

150 

14.40 

Lucius  D.  Blandin, 

1.50 

1.50 

Melzer  Burt, 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

Alfred  Bellows, 

1.50 

1.50 

Jesse  Blandin, 

1.50 

150 

2.40 

Jesse  H.  Blandin, 

1  50 

450 

4.20 

Isaac  S.  Blandin, 

1.50 

550 

50 

5.10 

Charles  H.  Briggs, 

1.50 

400 

oU 

A  OA 

4.20 

Harrison  H.  Briggs, 

1. 50 

100 

2.10 

Timothy  O'Brien, 

1.50 

350 

3.60 

Rev.  John  Bronson, 

1. 50 

1.50 

Folly  Burt, 
William  S.  Bolton, 

300 

1.50 

2.70 

1.50 

400 

3.90 
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Names. 

Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate.  Total 

TVnstpps  of*  Bantisr  Chnroh 

400 

2.40 

Blanding, 

1.50 

1.50 

c 

Daniel  Carpenter 

3>1.0U 

$1200 

4t^rt 
fl>0U 

4tCi  AA 

Thomas  Carpenter, 
IVlarcus  Carpenter, 

l.OU 

H  Art 

70U 

OU 

f\  Art 

o.uu 

1  ^A 

AAA 
4UU 

Q  QA 

o.yu 

\s.  v^oinsiocK, 

1  .o\J 

i  aaa 

1UUU 

7  £A 

/.OU 

Rev.  George  F.  Clark 

i  ^a 
1  .ou 

1  SA 

I.oO 

Alvarus  Caswell, 

1  ^o 
l.OU 

OQfiA 

ooUO 

i  aaa 

J  uuu 

QA  QA 
oU.oU 

v>naries  v^oiieiy, 

1  ^A 

oUU 

/i  OA 

Daniel  Cosgrove, 

1  KCl 
l.OU 

1   PC  A 

l.oU 

James  Cosgrove, 

l.OU 

1    >"C  A 

l.oU 

James  S.  Card, 

l.OU 

1  K  A 

l.OU 

x  aincK  v^asauay, 

1  ^A 

1  crt 
l.OU 

J_iC<tlJ(lcr  V>IldLc» 

1  ^A 

i  ka 
l.OU 

UlclUIOIU.  V^IlcipHlclIl, 

1  ^A 

1  ka 
l.OU 

xitiirs  oi  vv  imam  L/ijtk, 

QAA 

oUU 

1  QA 

l.oU 

»V  llllcllll  l^ltJ^Tg, 

1.«1U 

1  CA 
J.OU 

Icqnn     W       1     /  W 1  rl  1  Kl  IT 

AatiaC  X>.  v^OUUHlg, 

X.OXJ 

J  OU 

O  >4A 

2.40 

Vjreorge  v^ouuing, 

i  ^a 
J  .ou 

•)Q  Art 

*uuu 

QQ  Oft 

oame&  v^onaxy  ^u, 

1  ^A 
l.OU 

oOt 

O  /»  A 

o.60 

James  Conaty, 

i  ^n 
1  .ou 

i  rr  a 

1  50 

John  Coffey, 

1  *\A 
l.OU 

"1  Krt 

l.oU 

xairiLK  i.Oisgrove, 

l  ^a 
1  .ou 

1  OA 

100 

2.10 

James  Coyle, 

1  £A 
l.OU 

1  Krt 

l.OU 

xiairisoii  v/i  (jbsiiid.li, 

1  ^A 
1  .OU 

1  QAA 

loUU 

9^0. 

zou 

1  r\  ort 

^epnanian  o.  v/rossinan, 

i  ^a 

l.OU 

1.50 

Timothy  Cronan, 

I  .OU 

1.50 

James  Cunningham, 
Congregational  Parish  Fund, 

l.OU 

1    C  A 

1.50 

Leonard  Hodges,  Teasurer, 

7AAA 
/UUU 

4  O  Art 

42.00 

uaniei  o.  L/ODOj 

1  p;a 
l.OU 

£  A  Art 

04UU 

1  QAA 

loUU 

44.70 

Theodore  Carver, 

1  ^o 
l.OU 

lbUO 

OAA 

2UU 

12.30 

Stephen  Church, 

l.OU 

1.50 

John  Crane, 

l.OU 

2100 

O  Art 

oOO 

16  20 

John  H.  Crane 

l.OU 

400 

OAA 

200 

5.10 

John  C.  Crane, 

1  Crt 

l.oU 

i  OCA 

lo50 

100 

1U.4U 

George  C.  Crane, 

1.50 

1200 

100 

9.30 

George  B.  Crane, 

1.50 

2000 

700 

17.70 

Daniel  Crane, 

1.50 

900 

100 

7.50 

William  Capen  Jr , 

1.50 

700 

5.70 

William  Capen, 

1.50 

1.50 
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Names.  Pnll  Tax.      Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


Thomas  Copeland, 

1.50 

1200 

100 

9.30 

Ihomas  H  Copeland, 

1.50 

2800 

200 

19.50 

.Tnconn   I  nplonrl 

X  .OVJ 

9500 

900 

1  7  70 

K.i  v 

Teril  Cobb 

1  50 

1900 

ft  70 

13 

Heirs  of  Simeon  Davy, 

700 

100 

4  80 

Wid.  Simeon  Davy, 

500 

3.00 

Charles  Drake, 

1.50 

1  50 

Lewis  B.  Dean, 

1.50 

2400 

15  90 

Frank  Donohoe, 

1.50 

1.50 

Thomas  Donohoe, 

1.50 

1.50 

Patrick  Donelly, 

1.50 

400 

3.00 

Michael  Deneen, 
Wid.  Betsey  Davy, 

1.50 

1.50 

150 

.90 

Bethiah  &  Dolly  Dean, 

700 

400 

6.60 

Nehemiah  A.  Dean, 

1.50 

1.50 

James  Doogan, 

1.50 

1.50 

Robert  Dixon, 

1.50 

200 

2.70 

Daniel  B.  Davis, 

1.50 

400 

3.90 

William  H.  Davis, 

1.50 

450 

4.20 

Joseph  Draper, 
Bradford  Dean, 

1.50 

900 

100 

7  50 

1.50 

1200 

1200 

15.90 

Simeon  A.  Dean, 

1.50 

1100 

400 

10.50 

Otis  Dean, 

1  .OKJ 

i  inn 

ouU 

q  on 

-LrflOVU  11  .    LJ  C  till, 

1  50 

E 

John  S.  Elliot, 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

John  Eddy, 

1.50 

1400 

200 

11.10 

Elijah  Eddy, 

i  on 

9  1  ft 

rj.  xioages  xjuuy, 

l  .o\j 

1  OK) 

F 

Meson  Freeman, 
George  M.  Freeman, 

1.50 

3300 

200 

22.50 

l.ou 

l.OK) 

Schuyler  Freeman, 

1.50 

2000 

300 

15.30 

Nathaniel  Freeman, 

1.50 

2650 

100 

18.00 

William  Freeman, 

1,50 

1.50 

Wrid.  Abigal  Freeman, 

400 

2.90 

Abigal  Freeman, 

400 

2.90 
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Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate. 

Tax 

OdIJIUl  U   X  I  vZ>\ZlHC+11j 

150 

1600 

100 

1 1  70 

\_/ W til  l  l  icli  V  ^ 

1.50 

1  50 

T^'ivirl  pit? o*p rain 

1.50 

2  10 

TVfarpiiQ  AT  Fi^ViPi* 

X»XcllV..  Llo  XYX*    X  J  olid  ^ 

1.50 

1.50 

Norton  T^nrnapp  On 
x~wihjii  x  ui  uato 

1500 

9.00 

William  R  Fobe<? 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

A  lpYnnfiPV  r  n;tpv 

XT.  lL^YtlilLIXl     X  UTICI  j 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

r.rili viiim   r  rnriPK 

Xj  1  1  ill  1 1 1  111    X  1  cUIliOj 

1.50 

1.50 

T*prp7  T^ncitpr 

1.50 

1.50 

David  Field, 

1.50 

2400 

1600 

25.50 

T~)iivifl  Fiplrl  .Tt* 

JL' tlV  1U    L  IClvl  til*) 

1.50 

650 

50 

5.70 

T?ntlibnT*n  Hiplrl 

iV'ttllULIl  LI   J.  lClUt 

1.50 

250 

400 

5.40 

Dennis  Field, 

1.50 

500 

50 

4.80 

Barney  Field, 
Darius  B.  Field, 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

400 

3.90 

Alfred  Field, 

1.50 

200 

2.70 

Shenard  L  Field 

1.50 

100 

2.10 

Thomas  Fitzgerald, 

1.50 

1.50 

Thomas  Gooch, 

1.50 

400 

3.90 

T^nfriflf  Crnllican 

X.  <ll  l  IV  iv   VJ  dill  w<*ll , 

1.50 

1.50 

Edward  Gafferney, 

1.50 

1.50 

F.Hwfird  f-J-nlli o"fin 

IjU  \\  cu  U    V_J  til  1  l^lcMl ) 

1.50 

1.50 

Owpn  Gflffpnv. 

1.50 

1.50 

Daniel  Galligan, 

1.50 

1300 

200 

10.50 

T*liilin  {rnllioriiri 

1.50 

1.50 

Rev.  John  A.  Gibson, 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

TTntrh  f-rillrnv 

XjLUilU     VJI  1111  V/  T  4 

1.50 

1.50 

Silas  R.  Goff, 

1.50 

150 

2.40 

TVilliam  Gould, 
Dpnnis  Gradv 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

Wid.  Polly  Goodwin 

1600 

100 

10.20 

David  Godfrey, 

1.50 

1600 

500 

14.10 

Heirs  of  George  Godfrey 

1200 

7.20 

Jones  Godfrey, 

1.50 

800 

200 

7.50 

James  Gilbert, 

1  50 

1  50 

Samuel  G.  Hicks, 

1.50 

1.50 

Heirs  of  Gilbert  Hicks, 

2000 

1100 

18.60 

Charles  Hall, 

1.50 

100 

2.10 
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Names. 

Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Esta 

te.  Total 

Hiram  Hodges, 

i  k  a 

l.oO 

O  AA 

oUO 

3.30 

Joiin  o.  Hodges, 

i  k  a 
l.DU 

1.50 

Newton  S.  Hodges, 

1  .ou 

QAA 

oUU 

loUU 

1  O  OA 

i  2.60 

CJ                1    TT  J 

oamuel  Hodges, 

1.50 

1600 

200 

12  30 

Wid.  H<arl  Hodges, 

"1  OAA 

1200 

1  AAA 

1000 

13.20 

Koyal  Jr.  Hodges, 

1.50 

,  /-»  A  A 

J  600 

500 

14.10 

Henry  Hodges, 

1  CA 

l.oU 

1.50 

John  Hunt, 

i  ca 
1.5U 

1  C  AA 

1500 

O  C  A  A 

odOO 

31.50 

Henry  Hunt, 

i  c  a 
1.50 

OAA 

oOO 

3.30 

n  •        r  r             tt  —  i 

Heirs  of  Lurana  Hunt 

700 

4.20 

Jiilbridge  G.  Hunt, 

1     w  A 

l.oO 

2700 

200 

18.90 

George  hi.  Hunt, 

i  fr  a 

1.50 

1.50 

Heirs  of  Benj.  Horton, 

oUU 

O  AA 

o.OO 

A          T>     TT  1   

Asa  r.  Holmes, 

1,50 

850 

6.60 

A  1                Tl     TT  1 

Alonzo  r.  Holmes, 

t  r  a 

1  50 

1.50 

T"»             T7»                           TT  1 

Rev.  Franklin  Holmes, 

T    tT  A 

1.50 

1.50 

1            I             TT  , 

Charles  Hugerty, 

1.50 

600 

5.10 

Job  W.  Hall, 

l.oU 

1.50 

Zelotes  Hewett, 

1    P  A 

1.50 

1.50 

Alcot  Hardon, 

l.oU 

1  50 

Kicnard  H.  Hall, 

1,00 

QAA 

oUU 

ODU 

10.20 

T>     TT  _  ^.  „„   TT n  1 1 

K.  Henry  Hall, 

1  £A 

l.oU 

1-4UU 

QAA 

oOO 

10.50 

f  I          ,«       T  T       TJ  11 

Horatio  H.  Hall, 

1   C  A 

1.50 

1.50 

JtSenjamin  o.  Hall, 

l.OU 

1  1  AA 

L  1UU 

OAA 
200 

9.30 

T  _  1  TT_  _ 

John  Harvey, 

1   K  A 

l.OU 

17U0 

pita 

650 

15.60 

/"I                   ITT     TT  * 

George  W.  Haslehurst, 

1  CA 

1.50 

1.50 

T"V         *     1     IT  •  1 

Daniel  Hicks, 

1    C  A 

1.50 

1.50 

Wid.  iiintha  Hodges, 

OUU 

3.60 

*?     Hannah  Hodges, 

/  ou 

ooU 

A  /» A 

y.oO 

Leonard  Hodges, 

1  £A 

l.oU 

14oU 

1  RAA 

loOU 

19.20 

Jarvis  Hodges, 

1  £CA 
l.OU 

1  7AA 
1  /UU 

1  AA 
JUU 

12.30 

William  Hodges, 

1.50 

OAAA 

52000 

OAA 

200 

14.70 

Henry  G.  Hodges, 

1.50 

OAA 

2.70 

Charles  W.  Hodges, 

150 

1  AA 

1 00 

500 

5.10 

Joseph  F.  Hodges, 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

Lemuel   Perry  and  Leonard 

Hodges,  Administrators 

of 

Asa  Hodges'  Estate, 

2800 

-1  AAA 

1000 

22.80 

Allen  M.  Horton, 

1.50 

t  en 
1.5U 

Isaac  Hardon, 

1.50 

AAA 

9U0 

*  A  A 

400 

9.30 

John  Hardon, 

1.50 

inn 

9  in 

Moses  Hunt, 

1.50 

300 

3.30 

Pliny  P.  Hunt, 

I  50 

100 

2.10 

Marion  M.  Hodges, 

1.50 

50 

1.80 

Hiram  J.  Hunt, 

1.50 

1000 

300 

9.30 

33 


•poll  Tax. 

iPnlvin  AT  TTnnt 
V^cllV  111  1>JL.  XTUIll, 

1.50 

Adolphus  D.  Hunt, 

L50 

Wid.  Fanny  Hunt, 

John  Hardy, 

1.50 

John  Harvey, 

1.50 

Nahum  W.  Hill, 

1.50 

I 

T?nlnh  T^hprwood 

1.50 

T 

uonn  <jacKfeOi]-, 

1  50 
1  .o\j 

Charles  H.  Johnson, 

1  50 

James  Johnson, 

1.50 

Elnathan  Jones, 

1.50 

William  D.  Jones, 

1.50 

William  Jones, 

i  ^o 

K 

n.cii&oi  xiiimp  xving, 

W 1 1 1 1 o m    A     Tv  inn* 

it  iiiictm  jtv«  xxiiig, 

1  50 

vy  in.  i\iioh 

1  50 

1  ,o*j 

/pnr>  T\  pllv 

1.50 

l-ipn'rorp  Tvnnrm 

1.50 

T-'nfT'iPK  Tvpttfv 

JL   uH                 _lVvlil    >  , 

1.50 

*\nsei  j\.t;ii-ii, 

i  im n zip  K  nonn 

toumiibr  xvnapp, 

1  50 

Cyrus  W.  Knapp, 

1  50 

Alvin  P.  Knapp, 

1  50 
I  .o\j 

VV  lillcllllo  lYL-HJI, 

1  50 

Amos  Keith, 

1  50 

Phebe  Keith, 

Elbridge  D.  Keith, 

1.50 

Cephas  Keith, 

1.50 

Martin  L.  Keith, 

1.50 

Edward  Keefe, 

1.50 

Williams  Keith,  guardian  for 
Amelia  J.  Keith,  Louisa 
Keith,  Theodore  Keith, 
Otis  L.  Keith, 


Real  Estate.   Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


1400 

150 

10.80 

1000 

100 

8.10 

100 

.bU 

1.50 

1  51) 

900' 

50 

7.20 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

50 

1.80 

V)00 

100 

7.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1000 

50 

6.30 

300 

200 

4,50 

600 

200 

6.30 

1000 

7.50 

1600 

11.10 

1.50 

450 

300 

4.50 

600 

100 

5.70 

500 

4.50 

1.50 

1300 

200 

10.50 

1300 

200 

10.50 

200 

1.20 

350 

100 

4.20 

300 

3.30 

1.50 

1.50 

200 

600 

4.80 
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Names. 

Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estat* 

>.  Tax, 

Hon.  Cromwell  Leonard, 

1.50 

4500 

2000 

40.50 

Do.  Farm  by  Luen  C.  Leonard, 

1700 

1 0  20 

Do.  Heirs  Jar  vis  Smith, 

800 

4.80 

Do   Sarah  Morey, 

700 

4.20 

Luen  C.  Leonard, 

J. 50 

1500 

900 

15.90 

James  H.  Leonard, 

1.50 

l 

1.50 

Heirs  of  Edmond  Lothrop, 

1000 

6.00 

Daniel  Lane, 

1.50 

1400 

1700 

20.10 

Calvin  Lane, 

1.50, 

2000 

150 

14.50 

Mary  H.  Lane, 

350 

2.10 

Allen  Lane, 

1.50 

3200 

500 

23.70 

Augustus  Lane, 
Albert  Lane, 

1.50 

1650 

250 

12.90 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

Crawford  Lane, 

1.50 

1.50 

John  Lincoln, 

1.50 

300 

3  00 

Joshua  Lucas, 

1.50 

1.50 

John  Leadam, 

3.50 

1.50 

Thomas  Leadam, 

1.50 

1.50 

Joseph  Leadam, 

1.50 

1.50 

Peter  Leddy, 

1.50 

1.50 

Allen  D.  Lane, 

1.50 

1400 

200 

1 1.10 

Samuel  H.  Lane, 

1.50 

1600 

250 

12.60 

David  C.  Lane, 

1.50 

1200 

550 

12.00 

William  Lane, 

1.50 

4150 

300 

28  20 

William  Lane  &  Co.? 

6000 

36.00 

Gardner  Lane, 
Charles  D.  Lane, 

1.50 

100 

2.10 

1.50 

3000 

200 

20.70 

Oliver  H.  L  ine, 

1.50 

3000 

200 

20.70 

George  Lane, 

1.50 

800 

200 

7.50 

Don  F.  Lane, 

1.50 

1.50 

Andrew  Lane, 

1.50 

1.50 

Heirs  of  David  Lane, 

350 

2.10 

George  E.  Leonard, 

1.50 

50 

1.S0 

Alvin  D.  Lee, 

1.50 

400 

100 

4.50 

Barney  Leady, 

1.50 

1.50 

Benjamin  Lewis, 

1.50 

1.50 

Rachel  Lincoln, 

300 

1.80 

Annes  A.  Lincoln, 

1.50 

50 

1.80 

Annes  A.  Lincoln  Jr., 

1.50 

1200 

100 

9.30 

Luther  Lincoln, 

1.50 

200 

2.70 

Seneca  Lincoln, 

1.50 

3300 

200 

22.50 

Seneca  L.  Lincoln, 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

George  B.  Lincoln, 

1.50 

1.50 

I 
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Names.  Poll  Tax.       Real  Estate.   Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


Daniel  B.  Lincoln, 

1  T<1 

i  .o  j 

1 .  JU 

Ezekicl  Leonard, 

1  ^0 

l.OU 

i  onn 

1  U  U  u 

i  on 

ft  7  0 

Eddy  Lincoln, 

J  .o  u 

1  0700 
1  U  I  " "  v./ 

OUU 

70  r>n 

Do.  as  guardian  for  Moses 

Lincoln, 

i  -";n 

1  .»jU 

f  ono 

I  **UU 

ft  70 

Do.  as  guardian  for  Stephen 

R.  Lincoln, 

i  900 

7  90 

jL/iiijcin  Juincoii), 

1  r>0 

1  4'I0 

900 

iiUU 

Oliver  Lincoln, 

1  .uu 

iOO 

A.  ^0 

Aaron  Lincoln  Jr., 

i  ^o 

9^0 

A  OU 

1  '3  ftO 

J  O  Oi" 

Daniel  Lincoln, 

1  -"iO 
1  .ou 

1  ^0 

Spencer  Leonard, 

1  r\0 

1  rM 

1  .OVf 

Otis  R.  Leonard, 

1.50 

1.50 

Hathaway  Leonard, 

1.50 

1 900 

150 

13.80 

Alden  H.  Leonard, 

1.50 

200 

•2.70 

Oeorge  K.  Leonard, 

1.50 

oooU 

GOO 

36.90 

James  Leonard, 

1.50 

3000 

1200 

26.70 

Thomas  D.  Lane, 

1.50 

800 

50 

6.60 

M 

T      C\  TYT<ilr^rW->'"w»/» 

i  ">(  i 

l.OU 

l  uuu 

4  .OU 

1  .uu 

i^o 

-tUU 

A  OO 

4.  ZU 

VViVI    Ti  IVInlrprm-w^ 

9^0 
ZO  U 

l.OU 

J.  \J*   -L»Av_;-»lilgd  , 

1  .tJU 

i  ooo 

1  uuu 

1  00 
1UU 

o.lU 

/xUSillll  l\lcoSIIigcI , 

1  r>0 

1  .'JO 

i  aoo 

1  OUU 

OUU 

1  Z. J\ » 

z^accneus  ±>i.acomuei , 

i  <"in 

I  .OU 

oUU 

1  no 
1  UU 

b.yif 

*iOO 

Ol  '  vJ 

^  no 

^Jrivtnn  i>ti"iw  (  ,(\ 

9500 

1  ^  on 

T n \\ n  A'IpItIIIIpv 
UUiin  xvn^u line  y , 

1  if) 

1  .U«J 

1  .oU 

vjeoigc  j.ievveii, 

i  r>o 

1  Cfh 
1  .OtP 

JrS^l  LlieUcllvl  XtXC  LJcH  CI  ICl^, 

i  ~  o 

1  ^o 
l.OU 

John  JMahoy, 

i  cn 

1  .OU 

r;  Art 
0UU 

4.30 

T'lirimcis:  Mnrlpv 
JL  iiunicto  i'J  cti  ity  , 

1 .  tl  U 

1  OU 

TVTinlifipl  lYTnrlpv 

JXLlVyllCl/^1  ItXcIIICV, 

1  ^0 

L  .UU 

1  .OU 

v^naiiets  i.Tjaiiey, 

t  .01/ 

1.00 

j.  nomas  i»xcv^aueiiy» 

1  .ou 

1    K  A 

1.00 

oonn  i>j .  itiev^ormiCK, 

l.OU 

1.50 

Ufiniei  iTievyanerij , 

l.OU 

1.50 

Jason  T.  L.  Makepeace, 

1.50 

500 

4  50 

John  Mathewson, 

1.50 

150 

200 

3.60 

James  McCabe, 

1.50 

1.50 

Patrick  McCabe, 

1.50 

1.50 

Patrick  McCabe  2d, 

1.50 

1.60 

John  Mc Downey, 

1.50 

50 

1.80 
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Names. 

Wheaton  M'fg  Co., 
John  L  Munroc, 
Michael  MeNainara, 
Eunice  Makepeace, 
Lysander  Makepeace, 
Elbridge  G.  Miller, 
William  Miller, 
David  Makepeace, 
Don  P.  Makepeace, 
Nathan  Maximer, 


Asa  P.  Newcomb, 
Nathaniel  Newcomb, 
Sylvester  Newcomb, 
Henry  Newcomb, 
John  B.  Newcomb, 
Josiah  Newcomb, 
Joseph  G.  Newcomb, 
Susan  Newcomb, 


Patrick  O'Brien, 
Andrew  O'Brien, 
Edward  O'Brien, 


Henry  C.  Perry, 
Horace  Pond, 
Albert  Perry, 
Ezra  Perry, 
William  Perkins, 
Benjamin  C.  Pettee, 
Patrick  Plumkett, 
Augustus  L.  Pratt, 
John  Patten, 
Lemuel  Perry, 
George  Perry, 
Almira  Pratt, 


Stephen  D.  Read, 
Benj.  M.  Round, 


Poll  Tax. 

Re;il  Estate 

Personal  Estate  Tax. 

9  00  00 

10000 

180.00 

1 OOA 

1  UvU 

7.50 

i  ^o 

400 

3.90 

1  ^OO 

500 

12  00 

1.50 

2500 

16.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1400 

100 

10  50 

1.50 

1.50 

3S3 

1  ^O 
J  .o\J 

100 

2.10 

i  ^o 

•^OOO 

15000 

121.50 

1.50 

3000 

150 

20.40 

1.50 

200 

2.70 

1.50 

2600 

300 

18.90 

1.50 

1800 

500 

15.30 

1.50 

600 

5.10 

500 

3  00 

o 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

300 

3.30 

1.50 

300 

3.30 

F 

i  ^o 

300 

3.30 

i  ^n 

l  .01) 

^OO 

4.50 

l  o\j 

1  900 

150 

9.60 

1  Kfl 
1  .Oli 

1  000 

150 

8.40 

i 

l.JU 

1.50 

1  Kfi 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1700 

500 

14.70 

1.50 

1300 

1200 

16.50 

1.50 

600 

5.10 

1.50 

1.50 

100 

.60 

E 

1.50 

450 

4.20 

1.50 

800 

250 

7.80 
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Names 

Ruel  Robinson, 
John  R.  Rogerson, 
Thomas  T.  Rockwood, 
Benj.  H.  Richmond, 
Mary  Rogerson, 
Edward  Riley, 
Andrew  B.  Randall, 
Joseph  Rhodes, 
Benjamin  Richmond, 
Mary  J.  Richmond, 
Ward  Richmond, 
David  H.  Richmond, 
Charles  Rogers, 


Libbeus  Shelby, 
Heirs  of  R.  F.  Sweet, 
Polly  Sweet, 
Oliver  Sweet, 
George  M.  Sweet, 
Hezekiah  Sweet, 
Timothy  Smith, 
Nathan  Smith, 
Noah  Smith, 
Alice  Smith, 
Charles  H.  Smith, 
George  W.  Storry, 
Earl  W.  Stone, 
John  Shaw, 
Marshal  Shaw, 
Josephus  Skinner, 
George  B.  Shaw, 
Charles  Sprague, 
Charles  Sprague  Jr., 
Charles  W.  Sprague, 
Learned  Stone, 
Seneca  Sanford, 
James  Smith  2d, 
Patrick  Steadman, 
Thomas  G.  Shaw, 
John  Sheriden, 
Albert  Skinner, 
Daniel  Shute, 
James  Smith, 


Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate.  Tax 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

1.50 

1000 

1200 

14.70 

1.50 

1200 

8.70 

1.50 

1000 

100 

8.10 

800 

4.80 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

500 

4.50 

1.5C 

1 .  o\J 

1  QAA 

50 

12.G0  * 

300 

1.80 

l.OV 

50 

3.30 

1.50 

600 

5.10 

1.50 

350 

3.60 

1.50 

1800 

3000 

30.30 

700 

4.20 

1100 

6.60 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1000 

200 

8.70 

1.50 

800 

100 

6.90 

1.50 

800 

6.30 

1.50 

1700 

3000 

29.70 

1.50 

1100 

100 

8.70 

1500 

9.00 

1.50 

1350 

150 

10.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1200 

200 

9.90 

1.50 

800 

450 

9.00 

1.50 

200 

50 

3.00 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

2200 

19.70 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

800 

6.30 

1.50 

2500 

1000 

22.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

L50 

1.50 

1500 

10.50 

1.50 

150 

2.40 

1.50 

5000 

7000 

73.50 
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Names. 

Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate. 

rersonal  Estat 

e.  Tax. 

James  Smith  Jr., 

1.50 

2200 

3500 

35  70 

Peter  Smith, 

1.50 

1.50 

Patrick  Smith, 

1.50 

1.50 

Phillip  Smith, 

Wid.  Lucinda  Smith, 

1.50 

1  50 

250 

1.50 

Joseph  Snow, 

1.50 

1300 

3000 

27.30 

Joseph  W.  Springer, 

1.50 

1.50 

Benjamin  D.  Stanley, 

1.50 

1100 

200 

9.30 

Wid.  Phebe  Stanley, 

250 

1.50 

Cyrel  S.  Sweet, 

1.50 

1400 

600 

13.50 

Benjamin  R.  Sweet, 

1.50 

800 

100 

6.90 

William  Sweet, 

1.50 

1550 

600 

14.40 

Seth  Smith, 

1.50 

1600 

400 

13.50 

William  W.  Smith. 

1.50 

100 

2.10 

Stillman  Smith, 

1.50 

900 

100 

7.50 

Benjamin  Sweet, 

1.50 

1G00 

900 

16.50 

Benjamin  E.  Sweet, 

1.50 

700 

5.70 

Orvill  Sweet, 

1.50 

100 

2.10 

Joseph  D.  Sweet, 

1,50 

1500 

600 

14.10 

James  M.  Sweet, 

1.50 

1500 

250 

12.00 

Henry  K.  W.  Smith, 

150 

1.50 

Seth  Sumner, 

1.50 

1600 

800 

15.90 

Alvin  Smith, 
George  VV.  Smith, 

1.50 

700 

100 

6  30 

1.50 

600 

100 

5.70 

Alvin  P.  Smith, 

1.50 

50 

200 

3.00 

Daniel  B.  Smith, 

1.50 

200 

2.70 

Benjamin  A.  Smith, 

1.50 

1.50 

Thomas  Storey, 
Benjamin  M.  Stephens, 

1.50 

600 

50 

5.40 

1.50 

1000 

7.50 

A.  T.  Storey, 

1.50 

300 

3.30 

George  W.  Spaulding, 

1.50  - 

T 

1.50 

Thomson  Tripp, 

1.50 

1700 

500 

14.70 

Enoch  Tibbitts, 

1.50 

2350 

200 

16.80 

Oliver  S.  Titus, 

1.50 

1300 

9.30 

Thomson  Tripp  house  by  Wilber, 

150 

.90 

Ebenezer  Tinkham, 

1.50 

600 

400 

7.50 

Benajah  Tucker, 
Albert  S.  Tucker, 

1.50 

400 

3.90 

1.50 

1500 

100 

11.10 

George  W.  Tucker, 

1.50 

1.50 

Allen  B.  Tucker, 
Wid.  Polly  Tucker, 

1.50 

1400 

200 

11.10 

1000 

6  00 

Do.  guardian  for  Eliz. 

Tucker 

500 

3.00 

Mary  A  Tucker, 

600 

3.60 

39 
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Names. 

Poll  Tax.      Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate.  Tax. 

Laban  M.  Wheaton, 

1.50 

^o^oo 

OUOUv 

ftoono 

f\(\A  <^a 

Do.  House  Occupied  by  Mrs.  Elms, 

1 500 

J.  U\J\J 

Q  OO 
i/.UU 

a          it             It  .a 

Mrs.  Bailey, 

Q00 

^  A  A 

it                 ii                       ii  it 

Mrs.  Guile. 

V>00 

7  90 

n         a           a  *< 

Geo.  Wild, 

700 

A  OO 

t<         «            <t  a 

Zeno  Kelley, 

1100 

o.ou 

a          a             a  a 

Rev.  F.  Holmes, 

2000 

1  9  OO 
1Z.UU 

ii         a            a  a 

Mr.  Smith, 

1500 

Q  OO 

it          a             a  a 

Nathan  Mayhew 

,  2000 

1  9  OO 
±  z.uu 

n          a            a  a 

David  Fitzgerald  500 

3  OO 

o.uu 

William  Witherell, 

l.OU 

1  900 
1  ZUU 

Q  30 

vviiiiam  vv  ltneren  jr., 

1 .  OU 

«oo 

oUU 

1  ^0 
I  OU 

7  9f» 
/  .ZU 

miam  o.  vviineren, 

1.50 

1 500 

i  on 

1  UU 

1  1  1  O 
I  1 .  J  U 

Joenj.  Kj.  Witnerell, 
Stillman  A..  Witherell, 

1.50 

9^00 

900 

1 7  vo 

1  i    /  U 

1.50 

i  ^oo 

1  OUU 

150 

1  0  90 
JLU.ZU 

ivlarK  U-  vv  neaton, 

1.50 

l.OU 

George  White  Jr., 

1.50 

OUU 

i  oo 

1  vU 

O.  lu 

Wheaton  Wheeler, 

1.50 

300 

OUU 

O.OU 

Icnaooa  Vv  mis, 
James  L.  Wrigley, 

1.50 

9000 
zuuu 

i  q  c:n 

lo.OU 

1.50 

600 

in 

O.  J  U 

George  Wild, 

1.50 

i  ka 

I  .Ou 

Mr.  Waterman, 

1.50 

1  K.ft 
l.OU 

Loren  Willis, 

1.50 

loUU 

1  9  30 

Hiram  West, 

1.50 

7A0 

o./u 

Heirs  of  Isaac  White, 

1  QAA 

OOUU 

97  CO 

Z7.bU 

Sophia  White, 

4uu 

^.4U 

Caroline  Wood, 

450 

O  7A 
Z./U 

William  A.  West, 

1.50 

4000 

1  Oft 

O/^  Afl 

Do.  House  occupied  by  M.  Marley, 

400 

O  A  A 

2.40 

John  Wallace, 

1.50 

i.oo 

Oren  E.  Walker, 
William  B.  Wheeler, 

1.50 

900 
ZUU 

O  7A 
Z.  /U 

1  50 

1.50 

Elkanah  Wheeler, 

1.50 

800 

I  OA 

£  OA 

Greenlief  Williams, 

1.50 

1 1  nn 
1 IUU 

O  1  A 

John  Williamson, 

1.50 

1.50 

Calvin  Willis, 

1  50 

1200 

1  Q£A 

1  C  OA 

Emery  Willis, 
Caleb  S.  Witherell, 

1.50 

900 

9  70 
Z. 1 U 

1.50 

4250 

150 

27.90 

Bradford  N.  Woodward, 

1.50 

1400 

100 

10.50 

Heirs  ot  David  Woodward  Jr., 

3300 

900 

25.20 

David  Woodward, 

1.50 

7000 

500 

46.50 

Sally  Woodward,  • 
Josiah  Woodward, 

1100 

100 

7  20 

1.50 

10000 

1100 

68.10 

40 

Names 

Poll  Tax. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate.  Tax, 

Josiah  Woodward  Jr., 

1.50 

400 

OuU 

0.  /  u 

Elkanah  Wood  Jr., 

1  50 

700 

^o 

OU 

e.  no 
O.UU 

William  D.  Washburn, 

1.50 

1  .ou 

James  S.  Washburn, 

1.50 

1  <^A 

l  .00 

Elkanah  Wood, 

1.50 

2200 

30a 

1  o.ou 

Eli  Wood, 

1,50 

3000 

qaa 
oUU 

J.  l.oU 

Oren  Wilbur, 

1.50 

1700 

woo 

OUU 

1  CK  ^A 

1  o.ou 

Oren  Wilbur  Jr., 

1.50 

400 

X  A 

ou 

A  9A 
4.ZU 

Lemuel  Wilbur, 

1.50 

1  .OU 

Oliver  H.  Wilbur, 

1.50 

1000 

1  On 
1 UU 

o.lU 

Benjamin  Williams, 

1.50 

2400 

or  a 
OOU 

i  Q  fin 
1  o.UU 

Earl  C.  White, 

1.50 

1000 

zuu 

O./U 

Abram  Wilbur, 

1.50 

1   ^  A 
1  .OU 

Jason  White, 

1.50 

1200 

o.  i  U 

Isaac  D.  Woodward, 

1.50 

1 1  no 

I  1  UU 

Q  1  O 

Isaac  Woodwardr 

1.50 

3700 

/1 00 

4:0  U 

9fi  1  O 

Cyrus  White, 

1.50 

700 

^O 

(X  AO 
O.UU 

Elkanah  Wood  for  house  and 

farm  occupied  by  W.  Jones, 

200 

1  90 

Heirs  of  Ephraim  Woodward, 

300 

1.80 

William  D.  Witherell, 

1.50 

1800 

500 

15.30 

How  White, 

1.50 

1.50 

John  H.  White, 

1.50 

400 

3.90 

George  Wallace, 

1.50 

1.50 

NON-RESIDENTS. 


Names.                                                 Real  Estate.  Tax. 

Mansfield,  Roland  G.  Swift,  500  3.00 

Neamiah  Hall,  150  .90 

Heirs  of  Oliver  Clapp,  100  .60 

Benj.  Williams,  100  .60 

«        William  Codding,  150  .90 

«       Joseph  Grover,  150  .90 

"       Heirs  of  Jacob  Briggs,  300  1.80 

«       James  L.  Perry,  150  .90 

»f       Heirs  of  Otis  Sweet,                  50  .30 

«       Otis  Allen  &  Leonard  Allen       300  1.80 

*       Jacob  Dean,  100  .60 

"       William  Billings,  100  .60 

Boston,     John  Dean,  300  1.80 

"           Libbeus  Bonney,  400  2.40 

Elijah  Spear,                            50  .30 


41. 


Names. 

Taunton,  Crocker  &  Brothers, 

44  Asa  Williams, 
Isaac  Wilcox, 

44  Nathan  Skinner, 

44  James  McCormick, 

a  Louisa  Seaver, 

"  Bildad  Burt, 

"  Hiram  Chapman, 

"  Nathan  B,  Lee, 

'  Daniel  Leonard, 

M  John  &  George  Pratt, 

4<  Heirs  of  Edmond  Porter, 
"       Elizabeth  Reed, 

4<  Luther  S.  Short, 

4  *  Jonathan  J.  Stanley, 

"  Nathaniel  Field, 

44  John  Harvey, 

44  David  Harvey, 

*'  William  Harvey, 

rt  Artemas  Field, 

14  Seabury  Thayer, 
Peter  C.  Thayer, 

44  Henry  N.  Harvey, 

4'  Marcus  Cobb, 

44         Woodward  B.  Lincoln. 
Laban  H.  Lincoln, 

44  Leonard  Harvey, 

44  John  Crane, 

44  Stillman  B.  Smith, 

44  Aaron  Lincoln, 

41  Benjamin  &  George  Lincoln, 

44  Jesse  B.  Smith, 

44  Heirs  of  Bartholernew  Burt, 
Pawtucket,  Henry  S.  Freeman, 

Canton,  S.  D,  Makepeace, 

"  Ira  Allen, 
Attleboro,  Samuel  Holman, 

,4  Samuel  &  David  Holman, 

,4  Heirs  of  Nathan  Holman, 

44  Heirs  of  Nancy  Braman, 

14  Heirs  of  Daniel  Balcom, 
•4         44        Seneca  Sanford} 

44  Alfred  Briggs, 

44  Milton  Cummings, 

44  David  dimming, 


Keal  E*tate. 

lax. 

AAAAA 

QAA  An 

oou.uu 

i  <>oo 

7  CLA 
/.OU 

i  aa 

AA 
.OU 

aoo 

OUU 

A  AA 

9000 

19  OA 

900 

ZUu 

1  9A 

-A 

OU 

3A 
.OU 

1  90 
I.Zv 

1  00 
1  uu 

fiO 
.DU 

rkO 

9  10 

4UU 

9  /in 
Z.4U 

<VA 

30 

-A 

ou 

^o 

.OU 

AAA 
OUU 

AO 
O.OU 

OAA 
y  !IU 

f\  Aft 
0.4U 

OUU 

•'  AO 
o.OU 

1  "vA 

on 

.yu 

9  AO 

1  9A 

1  AA 
I  UU 

AO 
.OU 

".A' I 

*3  00 
o.uu 

1  AA 
1  UU 

A  A 
.OU 

1  A  A 

A  A 
•  OU 

OA 

.yu 

"iA 

tJU 

•?o 

1  O'l 

A  A 

.OU 

A  "»0 

Q  OA 

o.yu 

9'  (<  i 
-  'U 

1  9A 

9  A  A 

1  9A 
1  JU 

y  uu 

*  /1A 
0.4U 

i  -r»on 

1  «>U»  > 

G  AA 

y.uu 

f\  Aft 
0.4U 

9i!A 

(fitly 

1  9A 

l.«y 

( A  A 
4UU 

9  IA 

r:  A 
Ol 

OA 

.oU 

9<IA 
ZUU 

1  OA 
1  ,4U 

1  •)(  \'  \ 

1  zUU 

t  ,4V) 

OUU  J 

1  W  AA 

lo.UO 

1  OUU 

O  AA 

y.Ull 

qaji 

t  OA 

i  vi 

l  ')>! 

.yU 

m 

2.70 

800 

4.80 

800 

1.80 

200 

1.20 

400 

2.40 
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Names. 

Real  Estate. 

Tax. 

Attleboro  Almond  lucker, 

150 

.90 

"      Ehsha  Wilmarth, 

400 

2.40 

Middleboro,  Hiram  W.  Pitts, 

700 

4.20 

"         Isaac  Lane, 

1100  0 

6.60 

"         Zilpha  Lane, 

1100 

6.60 

Rehoboth,  Abel  Burt, 

100 

.60 

"        Augustus  Codding, 

200 

1.20 

"        Abijah  Dean, 

'200 

1.20 

"        Leonard  Morse, 

150 

.90 

"        Joseph  Round, 

300 

1.80 

"        David  r.  Round, 

J  50 

.90 

"        William  Round, 

50 

.30 

"        George  Round, 

150 

.90 

««        John  Smith, 

100 

.60 

"        Sybil  Smith, 

200 

1.20 

•*        Granville  Stephens, 

400 

2.40 

Raynham,  Alexander  Hewey, 

]50 

.90 

"       Leonidas  Dean, 

150 

.90 

"       Sylvan  us  Makepeace, 

300 

1.80 

11       S.  Louisa  Snow, 

300 

1.80 

"       Henry  H.  Crane, 

150 

.90 

"       Genison  H.  laneoln, 

350 

2.10 

Foxboro,  Calvin  VY.  Lane. 

200 

1.20 

"      Heirs  of  John  Sumner, 

500 

3.00 

Easton,  Dwellv  Gouard, 

250 

1.50 

«    Ruel  Cobb, 

500 

3.00 

"    Barzillai  Drake 

750 

4  50 

"    Heirs  of  John  Copeland, 

100 

.60 

u    Josiah  L.  Newcomb, 

500 

3.00 

"    Emery  Goward  &  John  Kimball,  1500 

9.00 

Dighton,  Francis  Whitmarsh, 

50 

.30 

Fairhaven,  Samuel  B.  Hamlin, 
Smithfield  R.  L,  George  L.  Barns, 

3400 

20.40 

10000 

60.00 

Fall  River,  Oliver  Chace, 

2600 

15  60 

14         Heirs  of  John  Hall, 

350 

2.10 

"         Mary  Leonard, 

150 

.90 

Taunton,  Taunton  Branch  R.  R.  Co; 

3000 

18.00 

Hartford  Ct.,  Bradford  N.  Hunt, 

350 

O  1  i\ 

1. 1 U 

Providence  R.  L,  Abisha  Tin k ham, 

350 

2.10 

Freetown,  Elizabeth  Hathaway, 

150 

.90 

West  Bridgwater,  Ebenezer  Copeland, 

3300 

19.80 

North  Bridgwater,  Rodolphus  H.  Williams,500 

3.00 

Wisconsin,  Jacob  Shepard, 

300 

1.80 

«          Do.  for  Lydia  Reed, 

400 

2.40 
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teacher,  but  if  she  designs  to  excel  as  such,  she  should  seek  a 

higher  range  of  literary  attainments.  She  exerted  a  happy  moral 
and  religious  influence  in  her  school.  She  is  amiable  and  pleas- 
ing in  her  manners,  and  her  government  was  mild  and  agreeable. 
She  appeared  much  beloved  by  her  pupils, — a  spirit  of  gentle, 
quiet  and  happy  enjoyment  seemed  continually  to  sit  on  the  coun- 
tenances of  all  her  scholars.  The  school  made  fair  improvement, 
especially  the  classes  in  Geography  and  Mental  Arithmetic.  Sing- 
ing was  practiced  to  some  extent,  giving  a  pleasing  and  profitable 
variety  to  the  exercises. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  none.  Number  of  persons  present  at  the 
closing  examination,  fourteen. 

Miss  Sarah  Hodges  was  the  teacher  in  the  Higher  Department. 
This  was  her  first  attempt  at  teaching.  She  entered  on  her  new 
duties  cherishing  high  hopes  and  ardent  wishes  that  her  labors 
might  be  crowned  with  success.  The  sequel  proved  that  she  was 
not  wanting  in  perseverance  and  continual  effort  for  the  improve- 
ment of  her  pupils  ; — she  labored  "  in  season  and  out  of  season"  to 
have  a  successful  school,  but  the  results  did  not  correspond  either 
to  the  laborious  efforts  of  the  teacher,  or  to  the  capacity  of  the 
scholars. 

A  school  like  this  demands  a  teacher  of  long  and  tried  experi- 
ence, one  who  fully  understands,  and  can  successfully  meet,  all  the 
varied  and  multiplied  difficulties  of  the  school-room.  No  other 
person  can  Well  hope  to  meet  with  a  satisfactory  measure  of  success 
in  this  school. 

Your  Committee  will  close  their  Report  of  the  Summer  schools 
in  District  No.  1,  by  remarking,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret 
that  the  provisions  made  by  the  town  for  the  education  of  the  chil- 
dren here  were  so  shamefully  squandered,  lost,  or  misimproved  by 
the  tardiness  and  want  of  attendance  of  the  pupils. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Mary  E.  Messinger. 

Winter  Term — Teacher  in  the  Lower  Department,  Miss  Lucy 
M.  Emeiy,  of  Jaffrey,  N.  H.  Miss  Emery  brought  to  her  school 
excellent  literary  qualifications  and  considerable  experience  in 
teaching.  On  the  first  visit  of  your  Committee,  the  fact  that  the 
District,  by  its  agent,  had  secured  the  services  of  a  thorough  and  ef- 


g 

ficient  teacher,  was  clearly  seen.  She  easily  maintained  a  most 
excellent  discipline  throughout,  and  the  deportment  of  the  little 
ones  under  her  charge  was  very  commendable.  The  morals  and 
manners  of  the  pupils  were  made  a  subject  of  constant  watchful- 
ness and  solicitude.  The  teacher  possessed  a  happy  faculty  of 
communicating  instruction,  and  marked  progress  was  evident  in  all 
the  branches  pursued.  Prompt  and  precise  herself,  she  taught  her 
scholars  the  rare  virtues  of  decision,  promptness  and  accuracy.  At 
the  closing  examination,  the  classes  in  Spelling  and  Mental  Arith- 
metic appeared  to  have  been  well  drilled,  as  also  in  Geography. 
But  the  principal  object  of  interest  was  the  Reading  classes.  This 
sadly  neglected  branch  of  study  had  been  much  and  often  urged 
upon  the  attention  of  the  school,  and  your  committee  were  very 
much  pleased  to  notice  so  much  improvement  in  that  direction. 
Something  pleasing  and  commendable  was  also  done  by  these  little 
ones  in  Composition,  Declamation  and  Singing.  The  improve- 
ment of  the  school  generally  was  all  that  could  be  expected  or 
reasonably  desired. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  none.  Number  of  persons  at  the  exam- 
ination, thirty-eight. 

Higher  Department. — Teacher,  Henry  J.  Fuller,  of  Cantor. 
Mr.  Fuller  is  a  teacher  of  the  right  stamp.  Ardent  and  enthusi- 
astic, he  has  the  ring  of  the  true  metal  and  is  no  bogus  coin.  He 
entered  upon  his  labors  with  a  fixed  purpose  to  educate  his  pupils, 
and  to  make  them  realize  that  it  was  only  by  constant  attendance 
and  hard  work  that  they  could  attain  to  any  satisfactory  degree  of 
improvement.  His  success  in  winning  the  love  and  respect  of  his 
pupils,  and  in  securing  their  ready  and  cheerful  obedience  to  his 
wishes,  is  worthy  of  honorable  mention.  He  worked  hard,  and 
the  best  interests  of  the  school  lay  near  his  heart.  His  manner  of 
instruction  was  accurate,  thorough,  and  methodical,  and  he  mingled 
with  his  teachings  much  moral  and  religious  influence,  judicious  in- 
struction and  kind  advice. 

The  closing  examination  was  too  short  for  the  school  to  do  itself 
justice,  and  should  have  occupied  a  whole  day.  Much  time  had 
been  devoted  to  Reading,  and  the  examination  showed  that  it  had 
been  well  spent.  Spelling  received  a  good  share  of  attention.  The 
recitations  in  Mental  Arithmetic,  Geography,  and  Book-keeping, 
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showed  that  the  scholars  felt  themselves  at  home.  But  the  crown- 
ing excellence  in  the  examination  was  the  first  class  in  Analysis. 
A  paper  called  The  Norton  Tyro,  written  by  the  scholars,  was 
very  good  indeed,  and  showed  marked  progress  in  Composition. 
There  was  not  time  to  hear  an  advanced  class  in  Algebra,  nor  the 
exercises  in  Declamation.  On  the  whole,  the  examination  was  very 
satisfactory  to  the  District  and  the  Committee,  reflecting  much 
credit  both  upon  the  teacher  and  his  scholars.  The  best  teachers 
that  can  be  obtained  are  the  cheapest  in  the  end,  though  it  may 
cost  much  to  obtain  the  services  of  such. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Willard  Carpenter,  J.  Alonzo  Clark,  Ja- 
cob A.  Leonard,  George  A.  Knowles,  Bradford  Smith,  Emerson 
W.  Smith  and  Loring  B.  Willis.  Eighty-two  persons  were  pres- 
ent at  the  closing  examination. 


DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE— STILIjMAN  A.  WETHERELL. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  M  iry  B.  Hirtwell,  of  Easton. 
This  was  the  teacher  who  labored  so  successfully  here  the  last  term. 
Under  Miss  tlartwell's  instructions,  the  school  made  good  prog- 
ress. The  scholars  seemed  to  be  interested,  showing  that  they 
came  to  school  for  some  purpose.  Music  was  introduced  this  term 
with  good  success,  aiding  much  in  promoting  the  union  and  har- 
mony of  the  school.    The  order  here  was  worthy  of  imitation. 

Perfect  in  attendance — *Lidora  E.  Briggs,  Ellen  I.  Wetherell, 
*Hugenette  Wild,  *C,  Bowen  Wetherell,  *Gco.  L.  Wetherell, 
*Edwin>  B.  Wetherell,  and  Frank  Wetherell.  Twenty-four  visi- 
tors present  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Hartwell,  the  same  as  in  the 
Summer.  The  Prudential  Committee  of  this  District  has  shown 
wisdom  in  securing  the  services  of  Miss  Hartwell  three  terms  in 
succession.  Her  efforts  here  in  teaching  gave  good  satisfaction  to 
your  Committee,  causing  them  to  feel  that  the  money  laid  out  in 
schooling  had  been  judiciously  and  profitably  invested.  The  reci- 
tations at  the  examination  were  prompt  and  correct,  affording  un- 
mistakable evidence  that  the  pupils  had  been  diligent  in  their 


Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  Winter. 
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studies,  and  that  great  pains  had  been  taken  by  the  teacher.  Thor- 
oughness and  order,  two  important  requisites,  were  exhibited  iu 
this  school. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Edmund  Briggs,  Alfred  Briggs,  and  Si- 
las A.  Stone.    Thirty  visitors  were  present  at  the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE— SENICA  L.  LINCOLN. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher  in  the  Higher  Department,  Miss  Lu- 
rana  H.  Copeland,  of  Mansfield.  This  school  was  very  short — only 
seven  weeks.  Just  as  the  pupils  had  attained  to  a  position  where 
they  were  reaping  the  greatest  profit,  the  term  closed.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  regret  that  the  school  could  not  have  continued  six 
weeks  longer,  but  it  was  necessary  to  stop  for  want  of  funds  to  sus- 
tain it.  The  progress  of  the  school  while  in  operation  was  very 
decided  and  satisfactory.  The  class  in  Physiology,  and  another  in 
Analysis,  did  themselves  much  honor.  Miss  Copeland  is  an  excel- 
lent disciplinarian,  and  while  she  preserved  perfect  order,  succeed- 
ed in  winning  the  esteem  and  respect  of  her  pupils. 

Lower  Department. — Teacher,  Miss  Phebe  M.  Lincoln.  Miss 
Lincoln  labored  with  fidelity  and  success  for  the  improvement  of 
the  little  ones  committed  to  her  care.  She  exhibited,  so  far  as 
your  Committee  were  able  to  discern  in  their  visits,  a  happy  and 
kind  disposition  in  her  intercourse  with  them,  and  every  thing  in 
her  Department  went  harmoniously. 

Perfect  in  attendance. — Fidelia  Woodward,  Rebecca  R.  Lincoln, 
Emily  A.  Tucker,  Abbie  M.  Tinkham,  Rosanna  McCaffrey,  Mary 
E.  Tucker,  Mary  B.  Sprague,  Martha  C.  Allen,  Abby  A.  Horton, 
Charity  Lincoln,  Alice  McCaffrey,  Margaret  Cosgrove,  Susan  Cos- 
grove,  Bridget  Sherridan,  Howard  A.  Tinkham,  Frederick  W. 
Tinkham,  Charles  A.  Woodward,  and  John  Sherridan.  Twenty- 
six  visitors  -present  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher  in  the  Higher  Department,  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth E.  Leonard,  Her  labors  were  arduous,  requiring  much  pa- 
tience, energy  and  skill.  Miss  Leonard  is  quite  young,  and  the 
situation  she  assumed  as  Principal  was  a  responsible  one,  yet  she 
succeeded  well.  The  closing  examination  was  interesting!  A  class 
in  Colburn's  Mental  Arithmetic  excelled,  as  also  some  members  of 
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the  first,  class  in  written  arithmetic.  Good  progress  was  made  in 
Grammar  and  Analysis.  The  "Writing  did  not  keep  pace  in  im- 
provement with  the  other  branches.  The  large  class  in  the  Sequel 
which  is  found  in  most  of  the  other  schools,  was  wanting  here. 
Your  committee  hope  that  that  book  hereafter  will  supersede  the 
Spelling  book  among  the  more  advanced  scholars.  Composition, 
Declamation,  and  Singing  were  attended  to  with  good  success. 

Lower  Department. — Teacher,  Miss  Lincoln,  the  same  as  in 
the  Summer  term.  She  exhibited  the  same  traits  of  fidelity,  in- 
dustry and  kindness  as  in  her  previous  school.  Her  labors  were 
very  acceptable. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Abbie  M.  Tinkham,  Charity  Lincoln, 
Alice  McCaffrey  and  Mary  Smith.  Thirty-four  visitors  present  at 
the  examination.* 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — CYREL  SWEET. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Kate  A.  Manchester,  of  ■ — . 

Miss  Manchester  was  a  teacher  of  consderable  experience.  This 
school  is  rather  too  large  for  one  teacher  ;  but  in  previous  exami- 
nations it  has  excelled,  and  your  committee  had  high  hopes  that 
this  term  would  compare  favorably  in  interest  and  progress  with 
any  preceeding.  The  teacher  seemed  to  labor  diligently,  showing 
tact,  energy  and  decision  in  the  school-room,  but  she  failed  to  se- 
cure the  love  and  respect  of  her  pupils.  Matters  did  not  seem  to 
move  on  quietly  and  pleasantly;  there  was  too  much  of  antago- 
nism, or  something  else,  in  her  mode  of  discipline,  which  marred 
the  pleasantness  of  the  school.  There  seemed  to  be  wanting  that 
cheerful  smile  and  cordiality  among  her  pupils  which  everybody 
so  much  loves  to  see.  Aside  from  these  objections,  the  order  was, 
very  fair  and  the  progress  about  an  average.  The  classes  in  Men- 
tal Arithmetic  acquitted  themselves  quite  well.  Considerable  was 
done  in  Geography  and  Spelling — not  so  much  in  Grammar  and 
less  in  Eeading.    On  the  whole,  although  the  school  made  some 

*  Note.—  The  thanks  of  the  District  are  due  to  Almon  D.  Hodges,  Esq.,  of 
Boston,  formerly  a  citizen  of  this  town,  who,  during  the  Summer  Term,  pre- 
sented to  the  school  thirteen  volumes  of  books  for  the  best  scholars.  May 
those  valuable  presents  be  carefully  preserved  by  the  fortunate  recipients,  and 
be  an  incentive  to  all  to  renewed  exertion. 
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progress,  yet  it  failed  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the  committee.  It 
may  be  their  hopes  were  too  large  and  they  expected  of  the  teach- 
er and  scholars  too  much. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Charles  A.  Lane  and  John  H.  Mathew- 
son.    Nineteen  persons  present  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  George  J.  Arnold,  of  Londonderry, 
Vt.  Mr.  Arnold  needs  no  introduction  at  our  hands  ;  he  is  a  long 
tried  and  faithful  teacher,  and  your  committee  are  free  to  say  that 
no  teacher  in  town  has  exerted  himself  more,  or  labored  harder  for 
the  prosperity  of  his  school.  The  school  being  very  large  and 
many  of  the  pupils  very  young,  requiring  constant  attention,  the 
teacher  in  the  early  part  of  the  term  found  it  impossible  to  do  to 
all  of  them  anything  like  justice  ;  and,  (with  the  consent  of  the 
committee)  as  the  last  resort,  availed  himself  of  the  assistance  of 
five  or  six  of  the  older  scholars,  who  took  the  entire  charge  of  the 
instructron  of  some  of  the  younger  classes.  This  course  under 
ordinary  circumstances  may  be  a  doubtful  and  dangerous  one, — 
a  resort  only  in  cases  of  emergency.  It  is  perhaps  a  good  way  to 
initiate  pupils  in  the  art  of  teaching,  but  it  is  likely  in  some  cases 
to  beget  favoritism  and  envy  on  the  part  of  scholars,  and  disaffec- 
tion in  the  parents.  The  welfare  of  the  school  demands  that  meas- 
ures be  adopted  whereby  the  school  can  have  the  services  of  two 
teachers  in  separate  rooms.  Your  committee  firmly  believe  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  school  will  be  seriously  jeopardized,  unless 
something  is  done  in  this  direction  before  long.  The  teaeher  of- 
ten complained  that  he  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  properly 
warm  and  ventilate  the  school-room ;  and  that  much  of  uneasi- 
ness, inconvenience  and  detriment  was  felt  by  the  school  on  this 
account. 

There  was  not  so  good  government  in  school  as  your  committee 
would  like  to  have  seen,  but  they  attribute  it  in  part  to  the  reasons 
above  mentioned. 

The  classes  in  Reading,  Spelling,  Grammar  and  Analysis  ap- 
peared very  well ;  and  a  class  in  Mental  Arithmetic  and  an  ad- 
vanced class  of  two  young  gentlemen  in  Arithmetic  and  Algebra 
especially  won  for  themselves  a  favorable  reputation  as  scholars. 
If  any  of  the  older  members  ever  design  to  become  teachers,  they 
will  need  to  continue  the  study  of  Analysis. 


II 

Singing  was  practised  here  as  an  art,  and  not  as  a  pastime ;  and 

the  proficiency  in  this  branch  was  decidedly  the  best  in  town.  It 
is  a  delightful  exercise  and  if  properly  conducted,  productive  of 
much  good  ;  but  it  is  possible  that  this,  like  every  other  branch  of 
education,  may  receive  undue  attention. 

Your  committee  consider  this  school,  "take  it  for  all  in  all,"  as 
highly  successful  and  satisfactory,  and  hope  Mr.  Arnold  will  "teach 
it  again." 

Perfect  in  attendance — Annebell  C.  Mathewson,  Augusta  M. 
Townsend,  Abbie  R.  Lane,  Ella  L.  Lane,  John  H.  Mathewson, 
Alfred  B.  Hodges,  Edwin  A.  Lane,  H.  Clifford  Wilber,  Charles  F. 
Wilber,  William  H.  Lane,  Marcus  W.  Wheeler,  James  H.  Kenan, 
Elbert  White,  Henry  Shute,  Robert  E.  Lane,  Charles  A.  Lane, 
and  George  A.  Lane.  Seventy  persons  present  at  the  examination. 


DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — EZEKIEL  LEONARD. 

Summer  Teem. — Teacher,  Miss  Maria  Britton.  Miss  Britton 
came  here  as  a  tyro  in  teaching.  Her  efforts  to  benefit  the  school 
met  with  a  good  degree  of  success.  Most  of  the  recitations  show- 
ed marks  of  decided  improvement.  The  pupils  spoke  so  low  ex- 
amination day  it  was  difficult  to  hear  in  all  parts  of  the  room.  The 
order  of  the  school  was  very  good. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Dulcebella  R.  Cobb,  *Elmira  A.  Fobes, 
Marion  Fobes,  Harriet  B.  Hayward,  Harriet  M.  Rogers,  *Alvira 
O.  Sweet,  *Semantha  R.  Sweet,  Othalia  Smith,  Fannie  Rogers, 
*  Irving  Leonard,  *Edwin  Leonard,  *Philo  F.  Leonard,  and  Fred- 
erick Wilber. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Daniel  H.  Pratt,  of  Easton.  Your 
committee  were  confident  of  a  brilliant  success  for  the  school  when 
informed  that  Mr.  Pratt,  the  teacher  who  acquitted  himself  so  no- 
bly the  previous  Winter,  had  taken  charge  of  it ;  nor  were  they 
disappointed.  Every  thing  went  on  very  satisfactory.  All  of  the 
classes  did  well  ;  the  first  class  in  Arithmetic  was  not  excelled 
by  any  in  town.  Mr.  Pratt  is  an  excellent  teacher  in  Mathemat- 
ics, and  in  this  branch  the  school  made  rapid  advance.    The  prog- 

•Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  Winter, 
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ress,  order  and  punctuality  of  the  school  was  worthy  of  all  praise. 

In  the  matter  of  perfect  attendance,  it  was  the  banner  school  in 
town.  They  were  as  follows  :  Frederick  D.  Britton,  Joseph  E. 
Ballou,  Lauren  N.  Francis,  Abner  H.  Foster,  Albert  M.  Hunt, 
Lewis  E.  Leonard,  Edwin  F.  Leonard,  Elbridge  E.  Miller,  Joseph 
F.  Sweet,  Andrew  H.  Sweet,  Otis  J.  Sweet,  J.  Edward  Tucker, 
Isabella  J.  Ballou,  Synthia  A.  Francis,  Eunice  M.  Hunt,  Betsey  J. 
Miller,  Sarah  E.  Miller,  Adella  P.  Perry,  and  Floranoe  A.  Perry. 
Twelve  visitors  present  at  the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE— JASON  WHITE. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Marietta  A.  Skinner.  This 
school  is  the  smallest  in  town — only  fifteen  members  during  the 
Summer.  Miss  Skinner  succeeded  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
parties  interested.  Good  order,  thorough  instruction,  correct  and 
prompt  recitations  were  the  leading  characteristics  of  this  school. 
A  class  of  small  boys  in  Colburn's  Mental  Arithmetic  distinguished 
themselves  by  performing  the  most  difficult  problems  found  in  that 
book. 

Perfect  attendance — William  H.  Davis.  Seven  visitors  present 
at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Skinner,  the  same  as  in  Sum- 
mer. The  Prudential  Committee  was  fortunate  in  securing  the 
services  of  the  former  teacher  again.  The  school  made  rapid  prog- 
ress under  her  instruction.  The  same  traits  of  fidelity  and  faithful 
instruction  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  obedience,  good  order 
and  industry  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  as  we  remarked  in  the 
Summer,  were  clearly  perceptible.  The  success  in  Analysis,  Com- 
position and  Drawing  was  very  good. 

Perfect  attendance — Mary  J.  White,  L.  E.  White,  and  Lloyd 
E.  White.    Ten  visitors  present  at  the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE— GEORGE  B.  CRANE. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Mary  A.  Arnold.  Miss  Ar- 
nold labored  very  assiduously  and  successfully  for  the  improvement 
of  her  pupils.     A  good  moral  influence  seemed  to  pervade  the 
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school,  and  the  scholars  cheerfully  co-operated  with  the  teacher  in 
her  efforts  to  instruct  them.  In  the  recitations  on  the  day  of  ex- 
amination there  were  evidences  of  fine  progress.  Miss  Arnold  is 
the  more  deserving  of  praise  from  the  fact  that  she  has  obtained 
all  of  her  education  at  home,  having  never  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  attending  any  institution  of  learning  with  the  exception  of  the 
Common  District  School. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Frank  D.  Hunt,  Edward  Wetherell  and 
Eugeine  Wetherell.  Number  of  visitors  at  the  examination  forty- 
three. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Stephen  C.  Sears,  of  Rochester. 
Mr.  Sears  taught  the  school  the  Winter  previous,  and  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  acquaintance  with  the  school  at  the  commencement. 
He  labored  "  early  and  late"  for  success,  and  succeeded  in  infusing 
much  of  interest  into  the  minds  of  most  of  his  pupils.  The  prog- 
ress of  the  school  was  fair.  Spelling  is  a  prominent  branch  in 
this  school. 

A  Bible  was  presented  to  the  teacher  by  one  of  the  older  mem- 
bers in  behalf  of  the  school  at  the  close  ef  the  examination.  The 
presentation  address  and  reply  were  very  appropriate. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Frank  D.  Hunt.  Eight  visitors  at  the 
examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — SIMEON  DEAN. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Mary  A.  Hayward,  of  Bridge- 
water.  ^  Miss  Hayward  labored  with  good  intentions  for  the  im- 
provement of  her  pupils.  The  school  was  quiet  and  orderly.  The 
improvement  in  writing  was  excellent. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Alvira  A.  Lincoln  and  Barnum  A.  Field. 
Seven  visitors  present  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Rev.  S.  D.  Church,  of  Taunton.  Gn 
the  whole  this  is  the  most  advanced  school  in  town,  and  your  com- 
mittee consider  the  District  very  fortunate  in  securing  the  services 
of  such  a  teacher  as  Mr.  Church  proved  himself  to  be.  His  abili- 
ties as  a  teacher,  are  of  a  superior  order,  and  he  succeeded  in  gal- 
vanizing the  whole  school,  especially  the  older  members,  of  whom 
seventeen  were  above  fifteen  years  of  age,  into  life  and  activity. 


The  closing  examination  resembled  rather  that  of  some  higher 
institution  of  learning  than  a  common  District  School.  A  large 
class  in  Reading  surpassed  anything  Ave  ever  heard  in  town.  A 
very  large  class  in  the  Sequel  with  two  lines  per  day,  spelling  and 
defining  the  words,  had  made  but  a  few  errors  during  the  term. 
A  large  class  in  Algebra,  or  rather  two  classes,  showed  fine  pro- 
gress. A  class  of  eight  .in  Latin  did  themselves  much  cred- 
it. In  Geometry,  Grammar  and  Analysis,  the  examination  was 
very  successful ;  in  Analysis  far  excelling  anything  your  committee 
have  found  in  any  of  the  schools  in  town.  Original  compositions 
were  read,  a  large  number  of  pieces  declaimed,  all  very  creditable 
to  the  school.  The  order  was  faultless.  While  this  school  stands 
so  highly  in  literary  attainments,  it  is  a  matter  of  pleasure  that  the 
moral  influence  prevading  the  school  is  of  a  high  order. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Olivet  L.  Field,  Chester  R.  Field,  Har- 
riet M.  Lincoln,  and  Netty  C.  Field.  Fourteen  persons  present 
at  the  examination. 


The  Centre  School  House. — Since  the  close  of  the  Summer 
term,  the  inhabitants  of  this  District  have  done  themselves  honor 
in  repairing  their  house  inside  and  out.  The  new  and  improved 
appearance  of  the  school  rooms  was  hailed  with  feelings  of  mani- 
fest pleasure  and  delight  by  the  scholars  as  they  entered  them  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term.  The  thanks  of  the  Dis- 
trict are  due  the  Repairing  Committee  for  their  very  judicious  and 
economical  expenditure  of  the  funds  raised  by  the  District  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  hereafter  both  teachers  and 
pupils  will  unite  their  efforts  in  preserving  the  school  house,  with 
its  well-arranged  rooms,  in  their  present  neat  and  comfortable  con- 
dition. 

Teachers. — Our  wants  demand  well  educated,  active  and  ener- 
getic teachers — those  who,  by  their  high  moral  and  literary  acquire- 
ments and  winning  address,  will  secure  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
their  pupils.  This  is  an  age  of  progress — teachers  who  were  con- 
sidered quite  literary  a  few  years  ago  are  surpassed  by  many  of  the 
present  members  of  our  schools — and,  in  their  present  prosperous 
condition,  the  call  is  loud  for  teachers  of  advanced  literary  and 
moral  attainments.    The  remark  addressed  to  one  of  flic  younger 
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teachers  in  District  No,  1,  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  several 
others  employed  in  town.  Those  who  attempt  to  teach  must  be  qual- 
ified for  the  work. 

Irregular  Attendance. — This  subject  has  been  spoken  of 
again  and  again,  but  the  evil,  the  great  evil,  remains.  The  privi- 
lege, the  right  to  attend  school  and  obtain  an  education  belongs 
to  every  child  in  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  his  birthright.  No 
person,  no  parent  even,  has  any  legal  or  moral  right  to  deprive  the 
child  of  it.  If  he  does  so,  he  takes  from  him  his  lawful  inherit- 
ance. And  how  often  for  some  trifling  matter  the  child  is  kept  at 
home.  How  much  the  pupil  is  injured  in  this  way — if  he  remains 
at  home  to-day,  he  is  unfit  to  go  on  with  his  class  to-morrow,  be- 
cause he  knows  not  the  lesson  of  to-day  which  is  actually  necessa- 
ry for  his  understanding  the  lesson  of  to-morrow.  Perhaps  in  a 
day  or  two  he  is  absent  again.  The  progress  of  the  pupil  is  imped- 
ed— the  scholar  loses  his  interest — his  class  is  injured — the  teach- 
er is  discouraged  seeing  his  efforts  to  advance  his  pupil  defeated. 
Parents  who  love  their  children  as  the  richest  bom  G)d  has  given 
them,  should  see  to  it  that  their  children  attend  school  punctually 
and  regularly. 

Your  committee  have  remarked  with  much  pleasure  the  pres- 
ence of  quite  a  number  of  scholars  above  fifteen  years  old  in  sev- 
eral of  the  schools.  That  person  who  attends  at  that  age  generally 
makes  rapid  progress.  Having  arrived  to  years  of  reflection,  he 
begins  to  realize  the  value  of  the  privilege  which  he  enjoys,  and 
hastens  to  improve  it.  This  exercises  a  salutary  influence  upon  the 
younger  members  and  they  become  more  interested. 

Fellow  citizens :  in  drawing  their  Annual  Report  to  its  close,  your 
committee  would  continue  to  urge  upon  your  consideration  the 
welfare  of  our  Common  Schools.  Let  the  interest  in  them  be  in- 
creased rather  than  diminished ;  and  remember  that  in  matters  of 
education,  as  in  other  things,  those  "who  would  reap  bountifully 
must  sow  bountifully." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  CALVIN  CRANE,       )  &  7    .  n  ... 
BENJAMIN  E.  SWEET,  (  8ehooJ  Committee 
THOS.  T.  ROCK  WOOD.  >       0J  JSortm' 

Norton,  March- 14.  1859. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1858-9. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Nor- 
ton respectfully  submit  the  following  Report,  stating  the  appropri- 
ations and  expenditures  of  said  Town  for  the  year  ending  March 
22,  1859. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 


For  Schools,  $1500.00 

"    General  Expenses,  2000.00 

«    County  Tax,  909.10 

"    State  Tax,  461.00 

"    Overlayings,  205.84 

Highway  Deficiency,  1.65 


$5077.59 

Whole  valuation  of  Town,  $834,850.00 
No.  of  Polls,  440 
Poll  Tax,  $1.67 
Amount  on  $1000, 


2 

EXPENSES  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  Henry  J.  Fuller  for  teaching  11  weeks  school,  (Dist.  No.  1)  Win- 
ter Term,  $123.75 

44  Lucy  M.  Emery,         44         "         "            "            **  66.00 

11  Luen  C.  Leonard  for  M-ood  and  swing  same,  for  Dist.  No.  1,  22.30 
"  Mary  L.  Hartvvell  for  teaching  10  weeks,  (Dist.  No.  2)  Summer 

Term,  57.50 

"  Mary  L.  Hartwell,  "  14  1-2"  "  Winter  Term,  09.00 
44  Stillman  A.  Wetherell  for  wood,  sawing  same,  and  building  fires, 

for  Dist.  No.  2,  11.70 
44   Senica  L.  Lincoln,             4  4              44              44              4  4 

for  Dist.  No.  3,  (79  cts.  for  Summer  Term,)  18.19 
44  Elizabeth  E.  Leonard  for  teaching  12  weeks  in  Dist.  No.  3,  Win- 
ter Term,  78.00 
44  Phebe  Lincoln,            .. '  44 ..  ■          "             44             "  60.00 
44  George  J.  Arnold  for  teaching  13  weeks  in  District  Nr.  4,  Winter 

Term,  132.50 
44  Benj.  Richmond  and  others  for  wood  and  sawing  same  for  Dist.  4,  13.00 

44  D.  H.  Pratt  for  teaching  11  weeks  in  Dist.  No.  5,  Winter  Term,  120.00 

44  Marietta  Skinner  for  teaching  13  weeks  in  Dist.  No.  6  4>  44  74.43 
44  Eddv  Lincoln  for  wood  and  a  iwing  same,  and  for  building  fires 

(E.  HI  aiding}  for  Dist.  No.  6.  10.49 
44  Stephen  C.  Se..rs  for  tea.c  hing  11  weeks  in  Dist.  No,  7,  Wir.ter 

Term,  79  75 

44  Williams  Keith  and  others  for  wood  and  saving  same  for  Dist.  7,  8.10 
44  S.  D.  Church  for  teaching  15  4-5  weeks  in  Dist.  No.  8,  Winter 

Term,  118.50 

44  Simeon  A.  Dean  for  woo  l  and  s  wing  same  for  Dist.  No.  8,  13.85 

$1107.06 


EXPENSES  FOR  REPAIRS  ON  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Paid  Eddy  Lincoln  for  s  iwing  and  for  ol  ink  for  bridge,  1857,  $12.23 

44  D.  8.  Cobb  for  over  work  On  highw  i\v,  1837,  6.35 

44  LUzekiih  Sweet  for  pi  .nk  fo*  ori  Ige  .mil  for  labor  on  highway,  19.65 
44  Calvin  C.  Lincoln  for  plank  for  Wiani  unnet  Bridge,  and  for  labor 

on  same,  20.26 

44  Aaron  Lincoln,  Jr.,  for  1  ibor  on  highw  iy,  Dist.  No.  7,  4.25 

44  Solomon  Lothrop  for  gr  ivel  m  I  i  ioor  *>»  CjA  ir  Sw  imp  road,  1857,  1.25 
44  Augustus  Lane  for  railing  and  pasts  for  ro  id  and  bridge,  by  C.  11. 

iiriggs,     #  5.50 

44  Allen  Blanding  for  getting  out  rocks  in  road,  75 


$70.24 


EXPENSES  FOR  STATE  PAUPERS. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attendance  on  Mrs.  Grimshaw,  $35.00 
•»  Dr.  E.  Sanford,  44  44  f  20.00 

Dr.  H.  B.  Hubbard  for  surgical  operation  44  6.00 

Nathan  Mayhew  for  keeping  transient  Paupers,  6.00 
Mrs.  Clegg  for  taking  care  of  Mrs.  Grimshaw,      fW*t&  wo  iaiK>w 422.00 


Paid  Augustus  Lane  for  carrying  Grimshaw  family  to  State  Alms  House,  4.00 
•<  "       paying  expenses  of  two  persons  to  New  Bedford, 


on  Mrs.  Grisnsh  iw's  case,  4.03 

u  Augustus  Line  for  paying  sundry  hills  for  pfrimsha\y  family,  2.00 

44  Allen  Lane  tor  wood  to  Grimshiw  family,  3.04 

"  Mrs.  Flttnkett  for  washing  for  Mrs.  Grimshaw,  4.00 

44  Pnilo  Washburn  for  coffin  and  robe  for  John  Sheridon,  5.00 

"  For  support  of  transient  Paupers,  0.00 


$120.07 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMS  HOUSE. 

Pai  1  .T.  R.  Rogerson  for  assistance  to  Reuben  Wilber,  $2.70 

*f  For  assistance  for  M  irda  Woodward  to  sundry  persons,  9.16 
!"  Town  of  R  tyntum  tor  assist  nice  to  E.  Tucker  and  family,  and  fu- 
ller 1  expenses  of  two  children,  $85.70 
"  A!  ish  .i  Lincoln  for  assistance  to  E.  Tucker  and  family,  0.00 

ft  Town  of  I'aunton,                                                      17.00   108.70 

ff.  Town  of  Pawtucket  for  assistance  to  James  White  and 

family,  34.72 

"  Town  of  West  Bridgewater,       H           H           *            3.25   37.97 

"  Augustus  Line  for  assistance  to  George  W.  White,  1.03 

if  Town  of  N.Bridgew  ter,    44  "  44  9.0!)  10.03 

"  W.i:jit/)  i  M'ig.  Co.  for  assistance  to  Alinson  Sweet  and  family,  40.87 
44  End  W.  Stone  for  keeping  Lucindi  Stone  one  year,  31.20 
44  Ansel  Keith  for  keeping  Nathaniel  Andros  one  year,  31.00 
44  State  Lun  tie  Hospital,  Taunton,  for  ho.*  rd  of  B.  13.  Crossman,  48.52 
"  Town  of  W  Ipole  for  support  and  funeral  expenses  of  Polly  Bates,  98.33 
44  Town  of  Sutton  for  support  of  Jessie  F.  Watson,  10.25 
44  Town  of  Mansfield  for  assistance  and  medical  attendance  for  San- 
ford  Briggs  and  ftmilv,  34.94 
44  City  of  13  »stou  lor  Ra  >eVt  B.-igjs,  7.)2 

$480.56 


EXPENSES  OF  PAUPERS  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Paid  Hiram  J.  Hunt  for  goods  to  Henry  G.  Leonard  of  Taunton,  $6.00 
•j       "  "  "  Gilbert  B.  Leonard       44  $8.00 

44  Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attend  nice,    44  aiid  family,  20.75  28,75 

44  H.J.  Hunt  for  goods  to  J.  S.  Washburn  and  family  of 

Bridgewater,  "  $5.(;0 

44  Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attendance,  44  44         13.50  18.50 

"       "  ¥  "  44    O.  E.  Robinson's  family 

of  Mansfield,  20.00 
44  H.  J,  Hunt  for  goods  to  Sarah  Bryant  of  N.  Bridgewater,  $29.00 

Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attend  tnee  of  S.  Bryant,       6.25  35.25 

41  pass  indri  i  Leo aar  I  for  funei;4  expenses  and  keeping  Dolly 

West  of  R mdolph,  31.50 
44  For  medie  d  attendance  and  funeral  expenses  of  John  Stratton 

of  Meavvaj ,  7.87 
*4  Dr.  Deans  for  medical  attend  nice  on  B.  W.  Price's  family,  of 

Bridgewater,  .  4.00 

V.  S  Wii  >1*J  amount  p  lid  fjr  Paupers  of  other  town,  $151.87 
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fcXffcNSES  OF  ALtVfS  HOUSE. 


Paid  Philip  Galligan  for  labor  on  Town  Farm,  $19.50 

"  Moses  Hunt  for  superintending  and  labor,  150.00 

*'  William  Bruce  for  six  months  labor  on  Town  Farm,       60.00  229.50 

"  Augustus  Lane  for  horse,  plough  and  cask  of  plaster,  5.96 

"          "          M       clothing,  7.46 

"  J.  R.  Rogerson  for  goods,  provisions,  grain  and  clothing,  188.42 

**  L.  M.  Leonard  for  one  cook  stove,  18.00 

"  D.  B.  Cobb  for  sawing,  1.83 

"  C.  H.  Smith  and  E.  C.  Whiie  for  farm  stock,  24.50 

•*  Augustus  Lane  and  Alanson  Bruce  for  four  shoats,  16.00 

"  James  O.  Messinger  for  clothing  and  provisions,  12.80 

"          "          '  "    paifit,  painting,  &c,  7.46 

"  Wm.  R.  Fobes  for  coffin  for  Mrs.  Watson,  5.50 

"  Philo  Washburn  for  corfia  and  cap  for  Mrs.  Williasm,  5.79 

11  Thomas  Carpenter  for  digging  two  graves  for  Paupers,  3.75 

"  William  Knowles  for  butchering  5  hogs  and  2  cows,  and  making 

shoes,  5.00 

"  Moses  Hunt  for  paying  for  blacksmithing,  6.66 

"       "       "       "          "     sundry  articles,  7.79 

"       "       "       "       "    Benjamin  Sweet  for  boards,  2.54 

"  C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane  for  meat,  17.15 


$566.11 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Paid  John  Crane  balance  due  as  Treasurer,  April  3,  1858,  $8.83 

"  Benj.  H.  Richmond  for  rent  of  hall  for  Armory,  1855,  7.50 

"  Nathan  May  hew,  his  salary  as  Liquor  Agent,  50.00 

*  C.  A.  Hack  for  printing  School,  Selectmen  and  Assessers'  Report 

for  1858,  and  blank  orders,  52.00 
"  D.  S.  Cobb  for  stove  pipe,  1.44 
"  Augustus  Lane,  paying  for  blank  books  for  record  and  tax  purposes  6.11 
"  "  "  "  stationery  and  paying  sundry  small  bills,  7.90 
«  "  "  "  postage,  84 
"  "  "  "  School  Books  for  Poor,  1857-8,  1.95 
"  "  "  "  horse  and  carriage  and  expenses  to  Ran- 
dolph and  N.  and  W.  Bridgewater,  3.50 
"  "  M  use  of  horse  and  carriage  on  town  business,  9.00 
"  Enoch  R.  Morse  for  one  fire  proof  Safe,  135.00 
"  Taunton  Branch  R.  R.  for  freight  on  Safe,  2.63 
"  J).  P.  Makepeace  for  going  with  hearse,  1.00 
"  J.  O.  Messinger  for  use  of  horse  and  carriage  on  town  business,  5.70 
"  "  "  for  painting  book  case  for  town,  2.12 
"  G.  F.  Clark  for  recording  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  15.55 
"       "        "    paying  Express  charges,  1.28 


#312,3^ 


EXPENSES  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Augustus  Lane  for  Assessing  Highway,  State,  County  and  Town 

Tax  for  1858,  $15.00 
"  Augustus  Lane  for  taking  census  of  Children,  3.00 
"       "  "        services  as  Selectman  and  Overseer  of  Poor,  1858,  55.50 

"  James  O.  Messinger  for  Assessing  Highway,  State,  County  and 

Town  Tax  for  1858,  15.00 
"  James  O.  Messinger  for  taking  census  of  Children,  3£tf 
"       "  "       services  as  Selec  tman  and  Overseer  of  Poor,  1858,43.50 

u  James  Allen  for  Assessing  Highway,  State,  County  and  Town  Tax 

for  1858,  15.00 
"  James  Allen  for  taking  census  of  Children,  3.87 
"  "  "  services  as  Selectman  and  Overseer  of  Poor,  1858,  26.50 
"  Hiram  Hodges  for  warning  Town  Meetings  and  Officers  to  take 

Oaths  of  Office,  8.50 
"  Benj.  E.  Sweet  for  services  as  School  Committee,  1858-9.  20.00 
"  J.  Calvin  Crane,  "  "  »  "  17.50 

i  Thos.  T.  Rockwood,     "  «  u  "  17.00 

"  G.  F.  Clark,  Town  Treasurer,  30.00 
"  Wm.  D.  Wetherellfor  Collecting  Town,  County  and  State  Tax,  1858,  61.42 

$334.79 


RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  orders  drawn  on  Town  Treasurer  by  Selectmen  from  April  3, 
1858,  to  March  22,  1859,  and  liabilities  of  said  Town  : 


Expenses  for  Summer  Schools,  $469.84 

"          "       support  of  Schools,  1107.06 

"          "       repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  70.24 

"          "       State  Paupers,  120.07 

"          "       support  of  poor  out  of  alms  house,  486.56 

"          "             "        "       of  other  towns.  151.87 

"          "             "        "       alms  house,  566.11 

Incidental  expenses,  312.35 

Expenses  for  Town  officers,  334.79 

Amount  paid  Calvin  Willis  on  note,  804.17 

"     L.  Shellev  for  interest,  6.00 

"     of  State  tax,  461.00 

"     County  Tax,  909.10 
-  "        due  Calvin  Willis,  note  and  interest  up  to  March  31,  1859,  812.70 

"        "      the  the  several  school  districts,  532.05 

A.  L.  Pratt  tor  abatement  of  Taxes,  1856  and  1857,  45.42 

Wm.  D.  Witherell  for  abatement  of  Taxes,  1858,  37.56 

Amount  paid  school  districts  due  them  for  repairs,  -4.55 


$7331.44 


0 


Amount  of  receipts  and  means  of  Town,  up  to  March  22,  1859  : 


Amount  received  from  A.  L.  Pratt,  collector  of  Taxes,  1857,  $673.62  * 

"  inthehandsof      «          "          "           March  22,  1859,  105.87 

M  receieved  from  Wm.  D.  Witherell,  collector  of  Taxes,  1858,  4052.00 

"  in  the  hands  of       "       "       "       March.  22,  1859,  116.49 

"  received  from  Town  of  Easton  for  support  of  paupers.  16.74 

"  **          "       "        Medway  for  John  Stratton,  7.75 

"  **          **       **        Bridgewater  for  oaupers,  27.50 

J  "          "       "        Taunton       "   *    "  34.75 

"          "       «        North  Bridgewater  for  Sarah  Brvant,  35  25 

"  "          "       "        Mansfield  for  O.  E.  llobinson,  20.00 

«  "          "                City  of  Boston  for  G.  E.  Wallace,  9.00 

w  "          "                Nathan  Mavhew,  Liquor  agent,  47.6-2 

"  "          V                State  Treasury  of  School  fund,  83.37 

"  "          "                Edward  Grinishaw,  40.00 

"  ■«          "                one  map  of  Town,  60 


"  M  sales  from  Town  farm  and  board  at  Alms 

House,  213.01 


Amount  of  judgment  against  Thomas  Braman,  200.^0 

"  "          notes  against  sundry  persons,  124.o3 

"  "          bills       "             *        «  69.12 

"  "          mounted  maps  of  Town,  9.00 

"  "          Liquor  in  hands  of  agent,  July  2,  1858,  74.00 

"  to  pay  County  Tax,  909.10 

"  due  from  the  Town  of  llandolph,  31.50 

"  to  balluuce  account,  330.62 


$7231.44 


Whole  number  admitted  to  the  Alms  House  during  the  year,  except  tran- 
iient  paupers,  13  ;  average  number,  10. 

Whole  amount  of  expenses  for  the  year  at  the  Alms  House,  drawn  from 

Town  Treasury,  $566.11 

Amount  paid  into  Treasury  from  income  from  Town  Farm,  $213.01 
"  for  going  to  twenty  funerals  with  hearse,  20.00 
"      labor  of  team  and  man  on  road  6.50 


$239.51  $239.51 

Whole  amount  of  expenses  at  Alms  House  exclusive  of  income  from  1 
Town  Farm,  m  326.60 

Amount  for  the  support  of  one  Pauper  one  year,  $32.66 
Cost  of  one  per  week,  exclusive  of  income  from  Farm,  63 — 

Total  cost  for  support  of  one  Pauper  per  year,  62.66 

u       it      u         u  a         «  u    weeJ<(  1.20X 

The  amount  of  interest  on  cost  of  farm  and  personal  property  connect- 
ed with  farm,  estimated  at,  300.00 

$626.60 
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Amount  of  Sto^k,  Farming  Tools,  Provisions,  &c,  as  appraised  by  the  Se- 
lectmen, March  3d,  1859,  of  about  the  same  value  and  in  as  good  condition  as 
on  the  previous  year : 


1  Yoke  of  Oxen,  #12o.00  200  lbs.      Pork,  25.00 

3  Cows,  105.00  100   "       Ham,  12.50 

1  Horse,  40.00  60     "      Cheese,  7.00 

2  Two  vear  old  Heifers,  40.00  10     "       Butter,  2.50 

2  One  '  "  "  "  '  25.00  50  "  Lard,  6.50 
4Shoats,  50.00  30  "  Tallow,  3.60 
25  Hens,  10.00  J  of  bbl.  of  Flour,  2.50 

3  Turkeys,  4.00  1        "       Dried  Apples,  1.00 

3  Tons  of  Meadow  Hay,  20  00  1  Ox  Wasfon.  43.00 

4  M  Ens?li«*h  "  68.00  1  "  Cart,  16.00 
Corn  Stalks  and  Husks,  10.00  1  Express  Wagon,  '  15.00 
Rye  Straw,  10.00  1  Covered  "  60.00 
21  Bushels  of  Rve,  20.00  Ox  and  Horse  Sleds  7.00 
50  »«  Corn,  50.00  Value  of  Farming  Tools  &c.,  55.00 
7  "  Beans,  12.25  11  Feather  Beds,  55.00 
12  "  Oats.  6.00  43  Sheets  10.00 
60       V         Potatoes,  35.00  15  Comforters,  15.30 

5  "  Turnips,  2.00  Other  Household  Furniture,  45.D 
200  lbs.  of  Beef,  16.00   > 


#1026.85 


DIVISION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MONEY  FOR  1858. 

Received    One  half     One  half  Due  the  several 

Dis-     No.  of        from       divided  by  divided  by       Total.  Districts 
tricts.  Scholars  State  Fund    District.     Scholar.  March 22,  1859. 


1 

117 

$10.42 

$93.75 

$211.02 

$318.19  $106.11 

2 

35 

10.42 

93.75 

61.03 

168.20 

00.00 

3 

73 

10.42 

93.75 

133.53 

237.70 

81.55 

4 

63 

10.42 

93.75 

115.21 

219.41 

73.91 

5 

41 

10.42 

93.75 

75.00 

179.17 

66.55 

.<< 

Rep  lirs, 

10.73 

6 

20 

10.42 

93.75 

36.59 

140,76 

55.84 

7 

30 

10.42 

93.75 

51.88 

159.05 

71.20 

te 

Repairs, 

2.62 

8 

31 

10.42 

93.75 

56.71 

160.88 

63.51 

Total,  410   $83.36  $750.00  $750.00  $1583.36  $532.05 

George  F.  Clark,  Town  Treasurer. 
Norton,  March  22,  1859. 


TOWN  OF  NORTON  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  SUNDRY  PERSONS. 
1S59.  T>ll. 

To  anote  due  Calvin  Willis,  principal  and  interest  up  to  March  31, 1859,  $812.70 
To  amount  due  the  several  School  Districts.  oi2.03 

$1344.71 
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ieod.  cr. 

By  sundrv  notes  due  from  sundry  persons,  principal  and  interest  up  to 

April  3,  1859,  $124.53 

M  Arrears  of  taxes  in  the  hands  of  Augustus  L.  Pratt,  105.87 

«       "          »                   "       William  D.  Wetherell,  116.49 

"  Judgment  against  Thomas  Braman,  200.00 

"  Amount  of  Liquor  in  the  hands  of  the  Agent,  74.00 

"       "       due  from  other  towns,  31.50 

m       "       due  from  sundry  persons,  69.12 

W  15  Mounted  Maps,  9.00 

"  Amount  of  Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  283.62 

"  Ballance  of  account,  330.62 


$1344.75 

Town  Debt,  1858,  #772.04 
"      m     1859,  330.62 


Gain  over  last  year,  #441.42 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  Select- 
men, and  found  them  correctly  kept  and  charges  sustained  by  proper  vouchers. 

JOHN  ARNOLD,        ;  „ 
GEORGE  B.  CRANE.  \  Committee- 


If  you  compare  the  expenses  at  the  Alms  House,  of  the  past  with  the  pre- 
vious year,  you  will  perceive  that  they  are  somewhat  less,  notwithstanding  we 
have  had  more  to  support.  The  reason  is  not  because  it  took  less  to  keep  the 
poor,  but  because  labor  has  cost  less  and  the  farm  was  in  a  condition  to  pro- 
duce more  to  consume  and  to  sell,  which  in  many  former  years  we  have  had 
to  buy. 

The  expense  for  the  support  of  the  Poor  out  of  the  Alms  House  has  been  as 
large  the  past  as  in  the  preceding  year,  but  most  of  the  expenses  were  caused 
by  sickness  of  those  not  able  to  be  removed  to  the  Alms  House.  The  calls 
for  help  by  the  poor  have  been  many  and  urgent,  therefore  we  were  obliged 
to  spend  more  time  in  attending  to  them  than  usual. 

The  foregoing  Report  includes  the  expenses  from  March  1,  1858,  to  March 
1,  1859,  except  for  town  officers,  which  is  up  to  March  22,  1859.  There  is 
also  an  unsettled  account  with  the  town  of  Randolph. 

AUGUSTUS  LANE,  )        Selectmen  and 
J.  U.  MESSINGER,  >  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
JAMES  ALLEN,      )  of  the  Town  of  Norton. 


R  E  P  0  R  T 


OF  'I'HK 


or  Tin-: 


TOW  TV   OF   IS  O  R  TOM 


FOIl    THE    YEAR    1859  —  GO. 


TAUNTON: 
A.  D.  BULLOCK  &  CO.,  PRINTERS, 
TELEGRAM  OFFICE, 
I860, 


Gentlemen  : — 

The  School  Committee  of  Norton,  agreeably 
to  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  again  appear  before  the 
town  to  make  their 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  friends  of  education, 
that  amid  the  excitement  and  discussion  in  relation  to  School 
Committees,  the  State  School  Fund  and  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, our  schools  still  continue  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  "detailed"  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  schools,  the  Committee  desire  to  notice  a  change  which 
they  deemed  it  their  duty  to  make  in  Geographies.  There 
had  been  much  complaint  by  teachers  and  pupils,  for  several 
years  past,  that  classes  could  not  be  arranged,  on  account  of 
the  different  editions  used;  if  the  book  bore  the  name  of 
"Mitchell's  Geography,"  though  it  had  grown  grey  in  the  ser- 
vice, yet  it  was  still  presented  for  use.  Amid  the  changes 
which  are  constantly  being  made,  in  the  formation  of  new  set- 
tlements, and  in  population ;  also  in  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, no  Geography  is  fit  for  use  for  many  years,  unless  correct- 
ed and  improved.  Under  this  state  of  things,  a  change  was  vot- 
ed. After  consulting  the  Publishers  of  Cornell's  and  War- 
ren's Geographies,  as  more  favorable  terms  could  be  made 
with  the  publishers  of  the  latter,  and  their  Geographies  were 
satisfactory,  it  was  decided  to  introduce  them. 

Some  complaint  has  been  made  because  the  Committee  took 
the  old  geographies  and  applied  them  at  a  nominal  value, 
agreed  upon  with  the  Publishers,  to  pay  in  part  for  the  new 
ones.  By  this  arrangement  a  saving  was  made  to  the  town 
of  $53.81.  In  reply,  the  Committee  have  only  to  say,  that 
they  never  arrogated  to  themselves  any  authority  or  power 
ovf>r  the  old  books,  and  loft  it  optional  with  the  pupils  to  give 
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up  their  old  books  or  to  keep  them.  With  a  very  few  excep- 
tions the  old  books  were  cheerfully  handed  in,  and  your  Com- 
mittee submit  the  whole  matter  to  the  enlightened  judgment 
of  their  fellow  citizens. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  books  served  to  awaken  a  live- 
ly interest  in  the  study  of  geography,  in  all  the  schools,  and 
the  sequel  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  change. 

DETAILED  REPORT  OF  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 

SCHOOLS. 

DISTRICT  NO.  I. 
Prudential  Committee.    Luen  C.  Leonard. 
Enoch  Tibbetts* 
Summer  Term. — Teacher  of  the  Primary  Department.  Em- 
ma R.  Hodges. 

Primary  schools  are  the  nurseries  of  education.  Hence 
they  cannot  be  regarded  with  too  much  attention,  or  watched 
with  too  tender  care.  It  is  a  proverb,  that  "life's  ends  are 
made  up  of  life's  beginnings."  If  it  be  true,  then  life's  results 
must  take  shape  and  direction  from  the  teachings  of  these  nur- 
series. How  important  then,  that  these  first  impressions  be 
stamped  with  the  image  of  the  useful  and  the  true.  Who  stamps 
such  images  on  the  juvenile  minds  ?  She  who  has  gentleness  of 
character,  enduring  patience,  love  of  children,  winning  man- 
ners, and  lady-like  accomplishments,  joined  to  a  love  of  the 
beautiful  and  the  good.  These  happy  characteristics  and  ac- 
complishments are  the  indispensable  requisites  of  a  teacher  of 
a  Primary  school,  who  aims  for  the  highest  success.  Miss 
Hodges  was  a  tyro  in  teaching,  but  possessed  in  a  good  de- 
gree many  of  the  qualities  above  enumerated.  As  in  most  first 
■efforts  of  school  teachers,  she  made  extra  exertion  to  secure 
success,  and  won  and  kept  the  love  of  her  pupils.    Her  fault, 

*Mr.  Tibbetts  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Leonard,  who  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 
District,  especially  during  the  closing  years  of  his  life.  The  friends  of  educa- 
tion will  long  hold  his  name  in  grateful  and  pleasing  remembrance. 
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if  indeed  it  may  be  called  one,  in  these  days  of  overweening 
anxiety  to  put  on  airs  of  authority  and  importance,  was,  she 
was  too  timid  and  distrusted  too  much  her  ability  to  benefit 
her  school.  Her  discipline  was  of  the  right  kind,  administered 
in  the  right  way,  but  there  was  not  quite  enough  of  it.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  order  was  fair,  and  the  scholars  made  commend- 
able improvement,  especially  in  Reading,  Geography  and 
Spelling. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Hellen  M.  Rounds  and  Everett 
Smith.    Eighteen  visitors  at  the  examination. 

Higher  Department. — Teacher,  Luranah  H.  Copeland,  of 
Mansfield.  It  is  needless  to  recite  anew  Miss  Copeland's 
qualifications  as  a  teacher  and  disciplinarian.  She  has  been 
uniformly  successful  in  the  schools,  taught  here  and  else- 
where. She  studies  the  true  nature  of  discipline,  and  how 
to  administer  it ;  not  hastily  tempered  to  the  erratic  misdeeds 
and  uncertain  caprices  of  her  pupils,  but  by  its  wisdom,  jus- 
tice and  moderation,  it  commends  itself  to  their  esteem 
and  respect.  Devotion  to  study  was  a  marked  characteristic 
of  her  pupils.  She  led  them  along  happily  and  pleasant- 
ly to  the  end  of  the  term.  In  the  examination  there  were  re- 
newed manifestations  of  her  ability  to  keep  and  maintian  a 
prosperous  and  successful  school.  The  classes  in  Reading  and 
Geography  were  foremost  in  improvement.  The  other  classes 
did  well.  It  was  an  occasion  of  much  interest  to  all,  parents 
especially,  seemed  to  feel  and  manifest  an  increased  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  their  children,  and  the  school.  This  is  as  it 
should  be.  It  is  hoped  this  renewed  interest  will  be  cherished 
and  perpetuated. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Eliza  A.  Smith,  Lucinda  S.  Freeman, 
*Adclia  M.  Storer,  Emma  Hardon  and  *  George  H.  Knowles. 
Twenty  visitors  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher  in  the  Primary  Department,  Luran- 
ah H.  Copeland,  We  observed  here  with  pleasure  the  same 
general  good  order,  so  pleasing  and  prominent  a  feature  in  all 

-'Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  winter. 


Miss  Copeland's  schools.  In  their  frequent  visits  to  this  school 
room,  your  committee  have  often  been  constrained  to  think 
that  a  teacher's  head  must  be  as  full  of  inventions  as  a  Patent 
Office,  to  meet  the  multiplied  wants  of  the  juveniles  congregated 
there.  The  success  of  the  school  was  much  enhanced  by  va- 
ried recitations,  or  declamation  and  short  songs,  intermin- 
gled with  oral  instruction.  It  is  a  happy  way  of  supplying  the 
varied  demands  of  restless  childhood.  The  examination  did 
honor  to  teacher  and  pupils.  The  feeling  that  the  funds  used  for 
the  support  of  the  school,  were  well  expended,  was  very  general 
and  decided.  The  larger  classes  in  Reading  acquitted  them- 
selves quite  well,  as  also  those  in  Geography.  A  class  in 
Greenleaf's  mental  arithmetic,  and  the  advanced  one  in  Col- 
burn's  mental,  were  noticed  as  very  good.  Miss  Copeland  in- 
troduces singing  into  all  her  schools,  with  good  effect.  The 
reverent  manner  in  which  the  little  ones  chanted  the  Lord's 
Prayer  as  a  closing  exercise,  was  one  among  the  many  decid- 
ed indications,  that  the  instruction  of  the  heart  kept  pace  with 
that  of  the  head. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Edgar  Skinner  and  Herbert  E.  Lane. 
Forty-two  visitors  at  the  examination. 

'""Higher  Department. — Teacher,  Almira  F.  Hunt,  of  Taun- 
ton. Your  committee  had  re-engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  Henry 
J.  Fuller,  to  take  charge  of  this  school,  and  it  was  a  source 
of  great  regret  both  to  them  and  the  District,  that  ill  health 
prevented  the  school  from  again  enjoying  his  valuable  ser- 
vices. 

The  Primary  Department  having  commenced  before  your 
committee  were  advised  of  Mr.  Fuller's  inability  to  teach  the 
school,  it  was  evident  that  a  substitute  should  be  procured  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment,  so  that  both  departments  of  the 

*Xote. — The  thanks  of  the  District  are  due  to  John  L.  Smith  Esq.,  of  Prov- 
dence,  R.  I.,  late  a  resident  of  this  town,  who,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  winter  term,  presented  to  the  District  a  large  and  beautifully  colored  and 
mounted  Map  of  Bristol  County,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  of  the  school.  May 
this  valuable  present  be  carefully  preserved  by  the  fortunate  recipients,  and  be  an 
i&ceiiitive  to  good  de*>d?  of  laborious  exertion  and  well  chosen  benevolmce. 


schools  might  be  in  operation  at  the  same  time.  Mi9S  Hunt- 
was  selected  among  many,  as,  under  all  circumstances  better 
qualified  to  take  charge  of  the  school  than  any  other  person  who 
could  be  procured.  She  was  recommended  by  distinguished 
gentlemen,  in  whose  wisdom  and  sound  judgment  your  com- 
mittee had  the  fullest  confidence.  She  brought  to  the  school, 
four  years  of  uniformly  successful  experience  as  a  teacher 
and  disciplinarian.  A  rigid  and  protracted  examination  of 
some  four  or  five  hours,  proved  her  a  thorough  scholar.  That 
she  possesses  the  virtues  of  indomitable  courage  and  rare  per- 
severance, the  sequel  fully  proved.  Soon  after  the  commenc- 
ment  of  the  school,  symptoms  of  dissatisfaction  began  to  man- 
ifest themselves.  Reports  of  disorder,  inefficiency,  injudicious 
management,  manifest  incompetence  and  partiality,  set  on 
foot  by  uneasy  or  disobedient  pupils,  were  made  the  basis  of 
settled  dislike  on  the  part  of  some  parents,  which  continued 
throughout  the  term. 

This  gave  character  and  vitality  to  the  opposition  of  some 
pupils,  and  exerted  a  dampning  and  disastrous  effect  upon 
the  success  of  the  whole  school.  It  is  believed,  that  if  those 
who  felt  themselves  aggrieved  with  the  teacher,  had  visited  the 
school  and  conferred  with  her  in  their  matters  of  grievance 
and  thus  been  enabled  to  "walk  by  sight,  rather  than  by 
faith  which  cometh  by  hearing,"  the  stories  of  their  children, 
who,  too  frequently  give  a  one-sided  view  of  the  case,  their 
objections  to  the  school  would  have  been  much  modified,  and 
found  a  much  smaller  place  in  their  feelings  of  opposition. 
Children  partake  of  the  spirit  of  contention  and  fault  finding 
of  parents,  and  their  minds  receive  a  bias  and  dislike,  which 
no  present  regret,  or  future  years  may  eradicate.  No  parent 
should  allow,  much  less  uphold,  his  children  in  disobedience 
to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  school. 

If  the  teacher  is  wrong,  (and  none  are  perfect,)  redress  can 
never  come  by  encouraging  pupils  to  resist.  "  There  is  a  more 
excellent  way." 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  Miss  Hunt's  successor  may  gain 
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the  love  and  esteem  of  her  pupils,  and  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  their  parents.  In  closing  the  report  of  this  school, 
your  committee  are  free  to  say,  that  Miss  Hunt's  success  was 
all  that  could  be.  hoped  for,  or  reasonably  expected.  The 
chief  wonder  is,  that  she  acquitted  herself  so  well,  under  such 
manifold  difficulties,  both  "from  within  and  without."  Sixteen 
of  her  forty-one  scholars  were  absent  at  the  closing  examina- 
tion. The  remnant,  like  Gideon's  host,  proved  themselves 
worthy  occupants  of  honored  places,  sustaining  themselves 
well  thoughout  the  day.  A  uniform  degree  of  proficiency 
seemed  to  have  been  attained  in  all  the  studies.  A  class 
in  Physical  Geography,  in  point  of  promptness  and  accu- 
racy of  recitation,  was  not  exceeded  by  any  school  in  town- 
Some  specimen  compositions  were  read,  which  did  much 
credit  to  the  writers.  The  order  and  proficiency  were  an  av- 
erage with  the  other  schools  in  town. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Marcus  A.  Lane,  G.  Alonzo  Clark 
and  Frank  Freeman.    Fifty-seven  visitors  at  the  examination, 

DISTRICT  NO.  II. 
Prudential  Committee.  John  Harvey. 
Summer  Term. — Teacher,  L.  A.  Frances  Arnold,  of  London- 
derry, Vt.  Her  efforts  in  this  school,  as  in  No.  4,  met  with 
good  success,  and  she  lost  here  none  of  her  former  high  repu- 
tation as  a  teacher.  Good  satisfaction,  we  think,  was  given 
to  all  the  parents.  The  examination  passed  off  in  a  quiet, 
unostentatious  manner.  The  recitations  were  creditable  to 
teacher  and  scholars.  Considerable  improvement  was  made 
in  Reading,  especially  in  the  second  and  third  classes.  Honor- 
able mention  should  also  be  made,  of  a  class  in  Colburn's 
Mental  Arithmetic.  Geography  received  a  good  share  of  at- 
tention. The  recitations  showed  the  scholars  loved  the  study, 
and  had  transferred  a  good  share  of  its  lessons  into  a  safe 
corner  of  their  memories.  A  little  paper  was  read  called 
"  The  Student's  Casket,"  containing  compositions  of  some  of 
the  scholars.    These  efforts  exhibited  considerable  skill  on 
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part  of  the  writers.  The  punctuality  was  excellent,  Tho 
school  was  a  success,  no  study  neglected,  none  overdone. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  *Ellen  L.  Briggs,  Ellen  F.  Harvey, 
Ellen  A..  Wetherell,  *Charles  E.  Wetherell,  *Angenette  K. 
Wilde,  *Edmund  A.  Briggs,  Stephen  A.  Briggs,  David  E. 
Makepeace,  ^Clarence  A.  Skinner,  *C.  Bowen  Wetherell, 
*George  L.  Wetherell,  Frank  J.  Wetherell. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher  same  as  in  Summer.  The  vacation 
between  the  summer  and  winter  terms,  was  quite  short.  This 
school  being  sixteen  weeks  in  length,  the  scholars  became 
somewhat  tired  by  so  long  a  continuation  of  study,  yet  fair 
progress  was  made.  Geography  received  more  attention  than 
any  other  study.  Some  small  boys,  by  their  earnest  declam- 
ations, and  two  or  three  little  girls  by  their  nice  recitations 
of  some  select  pieces,  afforded  the  listeners  much  pleasure.  It 
is  hoped  the  "  shadows  of  these  bright  little  ones,  may  never 
be  less."  Two  young  gentlemen  proved  "by  their  works," 
that  they  had  made  good  proficiency  in  Arithmetic.  A  paper 
called  "  The  Star  of  Knowledge,"  threw  out  scintillations  of 
wisdom  and  wit,  which  did  the  writers  much  credit.  Parents 
and  friends  generally,  manifested  much  interest  and  satisfaction 
with  the  school.  Miss  Arnold  deserves  great  credit  for  her 
persevering  efforts,  for  the  benefit  of  her  scholars.  The  ord- 
er was  not  equal  to  that  of  summer  term. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Henry  B.  Ide  and  Sila3  A.  Stone. 
Forty  visitors  at  the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  III. 

Prudential  Committee.    Daniel  B.  Lincoln. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Marietta  A.  Skinner,  assisted  by 
Ellen  B.  Arnold,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  This  school  was  too 
short  to  make  very  marked  progress.  Miss  Skinner  brought 
to  the  discharge  of  her  duties,  the  same  traits  of  thoroughness* 


♦Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  vrinter, 
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m  instruction  and  engagedness  in  her  work,  which  have  char- 
acterized her  former  schools.  The  second  class  in  Grammar 
and  Analysis,  the  class  in  Physical  Geography,  and  in  Mental 
Arithmetic,  did  themselves  much  credit. 

Miss  Arnold,  the  assistant,  made  a  good  beginning  as  a 
teacher.  Her  scholars  seemed  to  love  and  respect  her.  Pos- 
sessing life  and  interest  in  her  work,  she  imparted  the  same 
to  her  pupils.  The  little  ones  did  very  well  under  her  instruc- 
tion. 

The  exercises  of  the  whole  school  were  enlivened  by  sing- 
ing daily.  It  was  very  pleasing  to  hear  the  school  singing  so 
sweetly  and  so  well. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  ^Margaret  Cosgrove,  *Susan  Cos- 
grove,  Harriet  S.  Allen,  ^Harriet  A.  Hall,  *Emily  A.  Tuck- 
er, *Mary  E.  Tucker,  Mary  E.  Dunn  and  Ellen  Galligan. — 
Twenty-one  visitors  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Lucy  M.  Emery,  of  East  Jaffrey,  NV 
H.,  in  the  Higher  Department,  and  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  in  the 
Lower.  The  school  was  arranged  differently  from  former  terms  i 
each  teacher  retained  in  her  own  room  and  under  her  own  care 
and  instruction,  (or  nearly  so,)  the  pupils  assigned  her,  thus 
avoiding  the  noise  and  confusion  occasioned  by  the  continual 
passing  from  one  room  to  the  other. 

When  Miss  Emery's  services  were  secured,  your  committee 
felt  confident  of  a  successful  school,  and  their  expectations 
were  fully  realized.  She  possesses  a  good  faculty  for  govern- 
ing, and  high  qualifications  for  instructing  a  school,  and  most 
happily  and  profitably  did  she  employ  them. 

Among  so  many  classes  that  had  done  well,  your  committee 
almost  fear  to  particularize,  lest  they  might  do  injustice,  yetx 
would  venture  to  name  a  class  of  boys  and  girls  in  Colburn's 
Mental  Arithmetic,  a  large  class  in  Geography,  and  another 
in  the  Primary  Geography,  as  meriting  much  commendation. 
The  class  in  Analysis  and  Grammar  must  also  be  named  as 


^Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  winter. 
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having  "  done  well."  The  classes  in  written  Arithmetic  did 
not  keep  pace  with  those  in  the  other  branches.  The  paper 
filled  with  composition  from  the  pupils  was  quite  interesting, 
giving  promise  that,  not  every 

"  Flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen."- 

Miss  Austin,  surrounded  by  thirty  little  boys  and  girls,  had 
good  opportunity  for  the  trial  of  the  virtues  of  patience  and 
forbearance.  Many  mothers,  with  only  half  a  dozen  small 
children  around  them,  are  sorely  puzzled  to  keep  them  stilL 
But  alas  !  what  would  they  do  with  thirty  ?  Miss  Austin  won 
the  esteem  of  her  pupils,  and  exerted  a  happy  influence  over 
them.  The  improvement  in  Spelling  and  Reading  was  very 
satisfactory. 

Perfect  in  attendance :  Margaret  Cosgrove,  Mary  E.  Goffr 
Abbie  A.  Horton,  Charity  Lincoln,  Lydia  A.  Tucker,  Abbie  M. 
Tinkham,  Phoebe  A.  Woodward,  Angenette  Woodward,  and 
Amelia  Woodward.    Thirty-seven  visitors  at  the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  IY. 

Prudential  Committee.    Harrison  Crossman. 

Summer  *Term. — Teacher,  L.  A.  Frances  Arnold,  who,  it  will 
be  observed,  taught  the  Summer  and  Winter  Terms  in  District 
No.  2. 

In  this  school  Miss  Arnold  commenced  her  services  as 
teacher.  She  brought  to  it  ten  years  of  successful  experience. 
No  teacher  in  town  excels  her  in  all  those  literary  qualifica- 
tions so  necessary  to  success  in  the  public  school.  Her  mode 
of  discipline  was  mild,  winning,  gentle;  but  blended  with 
enough  of  decision  and  force,  to  make  her's  a  well  ordered 
school.  She  sought  to  make  her  school  room  a  pleasant  place, 
and  devoted  herself  to  her  duties  with  an  untiring  energy. 
Possessing,  in  an  eminent  degree,  an  aptness  to  teach,  joined 
to  thorough  attainments  and  an  ardent  love  for  her  profes- 
sion, she  has  earned  the  reputation  of  a  first  class  teacher. 
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The  examination  showed  that  her  labors  had  met  with  a  de< 
served  response  by  her  scholars.  It  was  sustained  through* 
out  with  an  unabated  interest.  Even  her  smallest  pupils  be- 
haved and  recited  as  though  they  had  an  important  part  to  per* 
form  in  the  programme.  Distinctness,  vivacity,  and  accuracy 
pervaded  all  the  recitations.  The  improvement  in  Reading 
was  not  so  marked  and  decided,  but  all  the  classes  in  Geogra- 
phy did  well.  Also  a  class  in  the  Sequel,  and  one  in  Analysis 
were  more  particularly  noticeable.  On  the  whole,  the  school 
reaped  a  rich  harvest  of  instruction,  and  was  a  triumphant  suc- 
cess. At  its  close,  both  parents  and  pupils  surrounded  the 
teacher  with  unmistakable  demonstrations  of  sincere  respect 
and  fond  regard. 

Perfect  in  attendance :  Annie  B.  Arnold,  Lucy  Ella  Lane, 
Annabell  C.  Mathewson, Mercy  A.  Snow,  George  Lane,*Cliarles 
A,  Lane,  Patrick  Mack,  Patrick  Plunket,  Henry  A.  Pratt, 
Henry  Shute,  Edward  Shute,  and  *  Charles  F.  Wilbur.  For- 
ty-five visitors  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Hiram  W.  Wentworth,  of  Bridge- 
water.  Mr.  Wentworth  is  a  Normal  School  graduate,  an  ex- 
perienced teacher,  and  hitherto  uniformly  successful.  He  had 
just  and  enlarged  views  of  a  teacher's  true  mission,  and  at  the 
personal  examination  he  proved  himself  well  qualified  in  lit- 
erary attainments,  which  bespoke  continued  prosperity  in  his 
profession.  In  the  school  room,  he  evinced  distinguished 
ability  in  imparting  instruction.  No  teacher  worked  harder 
to  secure  favorable  results.  Notwithstanding  all  these  high 
qualifications,  his  administration  of  the  government  of  the 
school  was  neither  happy  nor  successful.  He  failed  to  secure 
either  the  respect  or  esteem  of  his  pupils,  especially  the  larger 
ones ;  many  of  whom  treated  him  with  studied  coldness,  neg- 
lect, and  even  insolence.  Most  of  the  parents  sided  with  the 
teacher ;  and,  to  their  great  praise,  discountenanced  the  acts 
of  insubordination  of  their  children,  and  thus  did  very  much 

•  Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  Winter. 
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to  sustain  the  school  to  the  end.  His  exertions  to  retrieve 
his  waning  fortunes  met  with  only  partial  success.  Save  a> 
few  honorable  exceptions,  the  larger  scholars  learned  but  lit- 
tle. The  smaller  ones  did  better ;  some  of  whom  made  very 
commendable  progress  in  their  studies,  especially  in  Geography 
and  Spelling.  In  the  art  of  teaching  scholars  how  to  read,  Mr. 
Wentworth  has  no  equal  among  the  teachers  of  the  Public 
schools  in  town ;  and  despite  all  adverse  influences,  in  this 
branch  of  study,  No.  4  is  now  the  banner  school. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Christiana  Hazelhurst,  Abby  P.  Lanef 
and  Stephen  Shaw.  Charles  A.  Lane,  now  eight  years  old,  has 
been  perfect  in  attendance  during  three  and  a  half  years,  or 
seven  successive  terms  of  school.  Ten  visitors  present  at  the 
examination.  It  occurred  on  one  of  the  most  stormy  days  of 
the  winter. 

DISTRICT  NO.  V. 

Prudential  Committee  Henry  C.  E*erry. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Abby  A.  Sweet.  Miss  Sweet 
is  a  Normal  School  graduate,  and  has  excellent  literary  quali- 
fications. A  young  teacher  is  often  said  to  meet  with  more 
than  ordinary  difficulties  in  her  own  District.  This  may  serve 
to  make  the  road  to  eminence  in  teaching  more  steep  and  rug- 
ged and  complete  success  more  slow,  though  it  may  be  none 
the  less  sure.  In  the  visits  of  your  committee  to  the  school,, 
they  have  been  led  to  commend  the  teacher's  faithful- 
ness and  ability.  She  worked  hard  for  the  benefit  of  her 
scholars  ;  and,  for  the  most  part,  her  abors  were  crowned 
with  success.  There  was  rather  a  failure  in  order,  that  most 
important  characteristic  of  a  good  school,  but  this  was  mostly 
confined  to  a  few  boys.  If  all  the  scholars  would  work  as. 
hard,  and  be  as  earnest  in  their  efforts,  as  are  faithful  teach- 
ers, what  a  harvest  of  rich  results  would  follow  ! 

Perfect  in  attendance  *Adella  P.  Perry,  *Semantha  K„ 
Sweet,  *Frank  B.  Smith,  *Philo  F.  Leonard,  and  *Florinco 
A.  Perry.    Eighteen  visitors  at  the  examination, 

♦Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  Winter, 
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Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Bushrod  Morse,  of  Sharon.  Mr. 
Morse  is  experienced  in  his  profession.  He  well  understands 
the  theory  and  practice  of  school  teaching,  and  discharged  his 
arduous  and  responsible  duties  with  fidelity  and  success.  The 
teacher,  parents  and  pupils  all  united  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  the  school.  As  in  previous  years,  this  school  excels  in 
mathematics.  The  progress  of  the  school  in  the  several  bran- 
ches pursued,  was  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  your  committee, 
and  to  the  parents.  All  the  branches  seemed  to  have  received 
uniform  attention.  The  District  cannot  do  a  better  deed  than 
to  hire  Mr.  Morse  again. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — J.  Edward  Tucker,  Joseph  F.  Sweet, 
Lewis  E.  Leonard,  Andrew  H.  Sweet,  Otis  J.  Sweet,  Albert 
M.  Hunt,  Irving  Leonard,  Lauren  N.  Francis,  Abner  Foster, 
Herbert  R.  Arnold,  Lysander  B.  White,  Theodore  C.  Carver, 
George  L.  Foster,  Edwin  F.  Leonard,  Frederic  0.  Wilbur, 
Leander  Sweet,  Elmira  A.  Fobes,  Harriet  M.  Rogers,  Marion 
J.  Fobes,  Cynthia  A.  Francis,  and  Othelia  J.  Smith.  This  is 
the  banner  school  in  perfect  attendance.  Thirteen  visitors  at 
the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  VI. 
Prudential  Committee,  John  B.  Newcomb. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Frances  M.  Jones,  Holden,  Me. 
The  teacher  performed  her  duties  in  a  manner  creditable  to 
herself  and  profitable  to  the  school.  The  recitations  were 
for  the  most  part  quite  prompt,  exhibiting  a  good  understand- 
ing of  the  lessons.  Considerable  care  was  taken  in  pen- 
manship, a  very  practical  part  of  an  education. 
.  A  few  compositions  closed  the  exercises  of  the  examination 
day.  Perfect  in  attendance,  Lewis  E.  White,  *Lloyd,  E.  White, 
and  Mary  E.  Blandin,.    Six  visitors  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mary  L.  Hartwell  of  Mansfield. 
Miss  Hartwell  is  a  teacher  with  whose  superior  qualifications 

*  Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  winter. 
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your  committee  are  well  acquainted,  she  having  taught  in  some 
of  the  districts  in  town  a  series  of  terms.  She  lab  ored 
here  with  her  usual  good  success,  proving  that  the  choice  of 
teacher  for  No.  6  was  a  judicious  one.  The  order  was  excel- 
lent. In  the  several  visits  of  your  committee  during  the  term, 
and  also  at  the  examination,  there  were  shown  so  many  con- 
clusive and  pleasing  evidences  of  Miss  Hartwell's  ability  to 
maintain  good  order,  her  aptness  to  teach,  her  correct  and 
thorough  instruction,  and  her  distinguished  success  in  infusing 
into  the  minds  of  her  pupils  a  determined  and  unalterable 
purpose  to  "work,"  that  they  cannot  but  express  the  earnest 
hope  that  her  valuable  services  as  a  teaeher  may  not  soon  be 
lost  to  the  town.  Miss  Hartwell  deserves  much  credit  for 
her  efficient  and  well  directed  services  in  this  school. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Dauphin  K.  Carpenter,  Everett  R. 
Leonard,  S.  Lewis  Leonard,  and  Nathaniel  Wood. 

Eighteen  visitors  at  the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  VII. 
Prudential  Committee,  George  C.  Crane. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher  Jane  M.  Allen,  of  New  Bedford. 
This  was  her  first  attempt  at  teaching.  Her  literary  qualifica- 
tions were  good,  and  with  more  experience  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  a  common  district  school  she  would  have  succeeded 
better.  Good  progress  was  made  by  some  of  the  classes  in 
Reading,  especially  the  younger. 

Perfect  in  attendance :  Mary  A.  Crane  and  Frank  D.  Hunt. 
Sixteen  visitors  at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  James  D.  Thurber,  of  Plymouth, 
a  graduate  of  Harvard  College.  This  was  an  excellent  school. 
The  District  were  very  fortunate  in  having  the  services  of  Mr. 
Thurber.  His  literary  qualifications  are  of  the  first  order,  and 
his  ability  to  discipline  and  instruct  not  often  excelled.  The 
teacher  and  taught  appeared  to  cherish  towards  each  other 
much  of  esteem  and  respect.    A  healthy  moral  influence  per- 
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vaded  the  school,  and  all — parents,  teacher  and  pupils — were 
much  interested  in  its  success.  An  examination  showing  more 
proficiency  in  the  studies  pursued,  or  a  greater  amount  of  in- 
formation, was  never  witnessed  in  this  District.  A  large  class 
in  Geography,  another  in  Analysis  and  Grammar,  and  another 
in  Arithmetic,  sustained  a  critical  examination  with  much  abili- 
ty. A  large  class  of  beginners  in  Algebra  had  done  well,  and 
two  in  Physical  Geography  bore  a  thorough  examination  in  all 
the  departments  of  that  study  without  "  an  error."  "  Work" 
was  the  practical  motto  of  the  school. 

At  the  close  of  the  examination,  the  scholars,  through  one  of 
their  number,  a  young  lady,  surprised  their  teacher  by  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  beautiful  Bible,  accompanied  by  a  very  neat  and 
touching  address,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  esteem  and  kind 
wishes.  Mr.  Thurber  very  feelingly  and  happily  responded. 
The  whole  affair  was  a  pleasant  one  to  all  present. 

Perfect  in  attendance :  Lizzie  Austin,  Josephine  Austin  and 
Albert  D.  Woodward.    Thirty-two  visitors  at  the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  VIII. 
Prudential  Committee.    James  Leonard. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Abby  J.  Ellis,  of  .  She 

was  kind  and  faithful  to  her  charge,  and  the  school  was  under 
a  good  influence.  The  progress  in  all  the  classes  appeared 
uniform,  and  equal  attention  was  given  to  all  the  branches  pur- 
sued. 

Perfect  in  attendance :  Nettie  C.  Field.  Twenty-two  visit- 
ors at  the  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Rev.  S.  D.  Church,  of  Taunton.  Mr.  Church 
is  a  teacher  of  acknowledged  ability,  and  most  successfully  did 
he  bring  his  powers  into  use  in  the  instruction  and  discipline 
of  his  school.  Many  of  the  older  scholars  who  attended  the 
previous  winter,  and  rendered  the  school  so  interesting,  were 
not  members  this  term.  The  high  position  which  this  school 
had  previously  attained  had  to  be  sustained,  if  sustained  at 


17 


all,  by  the  younger  members,  and  nobly  did  they  do  "  their  en- 
deavor" to  keep  the  character  of  the  school  up  to  its  former 
high  position. 

The  classes  in  Geography,  Analysis  and  Grammar  gave  evi- 
dence of  fine  progress.  The  class  in  Algebra,  as  also  a  class 
in  Natural  Philosophy,  deserve  honorable  mention.  The  pro- 
ficiency made  by  two  young  gentlemen  in  Geometry  and  Trig- 
onometry was  excellent.  But  with  nothing  were  the  commit- 
tee more  pleased  than  the  Compositions,  which  would  have 
done  credit  to  any  literary  journal. 

Perfect  in  attendance:  *Nettie  C.  Field,  Alvira  Lincoln 
Mary  S.  Lincoln,  and  Harriet  M.  Lincoln.  Thirty-one  persons 
present  at  the  examination. 


*  Perfect  in  attendance  also  in  summer. 
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GEISTERAL  REMARKS., 

How  shall  I  best  educate  my  children  ?  is  a  practical  ques- 
tion of  deep  solicitude. 

In  reply  we  ask,  why  not  enlist  the  hand  as  well  as  the  heart 
of  the  people  in  the  interest  of  our  Public  Schools,  and  make 
them  the  glory  of  our  town  ?  Town  schools,  with  many,  are 
now  unfashionable,  because  they  are  not  what  they  should  be. 
Those  who  can  afford  it,  send  their  children  out  of  town,  and 
their  influence  and  interes  t  go  with  them,  and  so  our  schools  at 
home  suffer  in  consequence.  The  question  is,  is  it  not  our 
bounden  duty  to  give  liberal  support  to  our  own  public  schools, 
where  the  whole  people,  both  rich  and  poor,  may  be  benefitted  ? 
Why  not  increase  our  appropriations  for  our  public  schools, 
and  thereby  raise  the  standard  of  education  in  them,  and  keep 
our  money  and  children  in  town  ?  Many  parents  are  totally 
unable  to  send  their  sons  and  daughters  away  to  a  private 
school  or  Academy,  paying  some  twenty  to  forty  dollars  per 
quarter  for  board,  and  ten  to  fifteen  dollars  tuition  fees.  This 
costs  too  much. 

From  the  twenty  second  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  it  appears  that,  in  sixteen  of  some  of 
the  principal  towns,  and  two  of  the  cities  of  this  Common- 
wealth, taken  as  a  fair  representation  of  all  the  State,  there  was 
expended  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  in  the  school  year 
of  1857-8,  $259,379.  The  number  of  pupils  was  30,553,  aver- 
aging $8.49  tuition  for  each  pupil.  In  these  same  cities  and 
towns  the  amount  of  tuition  paid  in  Academies  and  private 
schools  was  $82,786.  The  number  of  pupils  was  2,750,  aver- 
aging $30  for  tuition  for  each  pupil. 

Taking  these  facts  as  a  basis  of  calculation,  it  is  mathemat- 
ically demonstrable  that  it  is  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  per 
cent,  cheaper  to  educate  our  children  in  the  public  school  than 
in  private  schools  or  Academies.  In  view  of  these  facts,  we 
ask  again,  why  not  make  liberal  appropriations  for  the  public 
school.  Elevate  it  in  the  eye  of  the  people.  Send  your  child- 
ren to  it  two  or  three  years  longer  than  you  now  do,  when 
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they  will  more  than  ever  realize  the  high  privileges  it  ean  be- 
stow. Grant  more  money,  and  you  will  have  longer  schools  and 
better  teachers,  competent  to  instruct  in  all  the  branches  you 
wish  your  children  to  learn. 

Every  school  house  may  be  made  an  Academy  in  minature, 
and  its  blessings  will  not  be  confined  to  the  favored  and 
wealthy  few,  but  flow  out  spontaneously  to  all,  and  bless  all. 
We  entreat  you  to  make  liberal  appropriations  for  the  public 
school,  and  send  your  children  there.  Your  sons  will  there 
have  less  occasion  to  spend  your  funds  for  gold  watches,  rings 
and  chains ;  and  your  daughters  will  grace  their  homes  and 
the  streets,  with  more  of  true  knowledge  and  refinement,  but 
with  less  of  kiel  and  brocade.  Elevate  the  public  school  and 
make  it  dear  to  your  children.  It  will  awaken  in  them  a  new 
spirit  and  love  for  home  and  make  the  family  circle  more 
pleasant  and  endearing.  Try  it,  fellow-citizens  of  Norton. 
We  ask  it  for  our  public  schools,  not  ours  but  yoitrs  and  your 
children's. 

In  concluding  their  Report,  your  committee  earnestly  com- 
mend the  interests  of  our  public  schools  to  your  guardianship 
and  tender  care.  They  are  the  corner  stone  of  our  liberties  ; 
so  long  as  they  flourish,  so  long  will  our  free  institutions  re- 
main safe.  Every  dollar  expended  to  support  a  school  and 
•every  timber  raised  to  construct  a  school  house,  is  so  much 
done  to  preserve  the  durability  of  our  institutions.  In  a  few 
years  our  children  will  stand  in  our  places  and  direct  and  con- 
trol the  destinies  of  our  common  country.  These  children  are 
elow  being  trained  in  our  public  schools.  Fathers  and  moth- 
ers, it  is  yours  to  stamp  indellibly  on  their  minds  all  those  el- 
ements which  make  the  good  citizen  and  the  true  man.  You 
cultivate  your  gardens  and  root  out  all  noxious  weeds ;  will 
you  be  less  wise  in  cultivating  that  better,  holier  ground,  the 
garden  of  your  children's  minds  ?  Do  you  expect  fruit  when 
you  never  sow  ?  Do  you  hope  to  see  this  garden  adorned 
with  all  that  is  beautiful,  all  that  is  lovely,  .all  that  is  of  good 
report,  if  you  let  ignorance  and  all  its  attendant  evils,  have 
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there  a  full  and  luxuriant  growth  ?  We  love  our  children,  we 
wish  them  well.  Let  us  labor  earnestly  for  their  good.  Let 
us  all  do  what  we  can  for  them  while  we  live,  so  they  may  not 
hereafter  suffer  by  our  neglect.  Let  us  not  be  actuated  by 
that  selfish  policy,  which  only  looks  after  the  wants  of  today- 
Let  us  now  anticipate  their  moral  and  intellectual  need,  in  the 
crowded  necessities  of  their  busy  future. 

Make  the  common  school  a  place  dear  to  your  children  ; 
next  to  home  and  the  house  of  'Godr  it  should  have  the  larger 
place  in  their  hearts.  Do  not  make  wealth  the  paramount  ob- 
ject and  therewith  hope  to  make  your  children  happy.  Wealth 
is  subject  to  constant  fluctuation.  The  rich  man  of  to-day  may 
be  the  poor  man  of  to-morrow.  In  the  great  battle  of  life,  the 
rich  and  the  poor,  the  educated  and  the  ignorant  must  aliko 
come  in  continual  contact.  Degradation  always  has  been,  and 
always  will  be  the  handmaid  of  ignorance.  If  your  children 
grow  up  in  ignorance,  their  consequent  degradation  will  make 
them  callous  to  feelings  of  justice  and  indifferent  to  the  com- 
mon weal.  Would  you  save  your  children  such  a  sad  fate, 
would  you  render  permanent  our  free  institutions,  would  you 
guard  our  moral  and  social  rights,  would  you  transmit  unim- 
paired to  your  children  all  the  blessings  you  so  richly  enjoy  ? 
Then  cherish  the  public  schools.  Give  your  children  a  good 
education  in  them.  It  is  their  birthright :  the  best  legacy  you 
can  ever  transmit.  It  will  elevate  them  in  the  scale  of  society, 
and  they  will  bless  the  world  with  a  better  and  a  holier  influ- 
ence. You  will  then  be  engaged  in  a  noble  work.  It  will 
bring  a  hundred  fold  reward  in  the  happiness  and  usefulness 
of  your  children  in  your  declining  years,  and  when  you  are  laid 
in  the  silent  dust,  they  will  rise  up  to  bless  you.  All  of 
which  is  respectfully  submitted : 

J.  CALVIN  CRANE,  )  School  Committee 

BENJAMIM  E.  SWEET,  i  of 

THOS.  T.  ROCKWOOD,  )  Norton, 
Norton,  March  14,  1860. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  OVERSEERS  OP  THE  POOR 

OIF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1859-60. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Norton  submit 
their  annual  Report,  giving  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  said  Town  for 
the  year  ending  March  1,  1860,  except  for  Town  Officers,  which  is  up  to 
March  21,  1860. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


For  Schools,  - 
General  Expenses, 
County  Tax,  - 
State  Tax, 
Overlayings,  - 
Highway  Deficiency, 

Total  amount  committed  to  Collector, 

Valuation  of  Town, 
Number  of  Polls, 
Amount  on  $1,000. 
Poll  Tax,  - 


$1500  00 

1500  00 
1018  19 
378  0O 
152  20 
7  50 

$4,555  89 

791,100  00 
448  00 
4  90 
1  50 


EXPENSES  FOR  SCHOOLS. 
Paid  LauranahH.  Copelandfor  teaching  9  weeks'  School,  Summer 

term,  District  No.  1,  $60  75 

Emma  B.  Hodges  for  teaching  9  weeks'  School,  Summer 

term,  District  No.  1,  42  75 

Almira  F.  Hunt  for  teaching  13  weeks'   School,  Winter 

term,  District  No.  1,  84  50 

Lauranah  H.  Copeland  for  teaching  13  weeks'  School,  Winter 

term,  District  No.  1,  78  00 

Enoch  Tebbets  for  Wood,  and  sawing  the  same  for  School 

District  No.  1,  30  99 

Frances  L.  Arnold  for  teaching  10  weeks'  School,  Summer 

term,  District  No..  2,  52  50 
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Paid  Frances  L  Arnold  for  teaching  16  weeks'  School,  Winter 

terra,  District  No.  2,  96  00 

Marietta  A.  Skinner,  for  teaching  8  weeks'  School,  Summer 

term,  District  No.  3,  56  00 

Ellen  B.  Arnold  for  teaching  8  weeks'  School,  Summer 

term,  District  No.  3,  24  00 

Lucy  M.  Emery  for  teaching  11  weeks'  School,  Winter 

term,  District  No.  3,  77  00 

Adelaide  E.  Austin  for  teaching  11  weeks'  School,  Winter 

term,  District  No.  3,  44  00 

Daniel  B.  Lincoln  for  Wood,  sawing  the  same,  and  building 

fires,  District  No.  3,  21  20 

Frances  L.  Arnold  for  teaching  11  weeks'  School,  Summer 

term,  District  No.  4,  71  50 

Hiram  W.  Wentworth  for  teaching  12  weeks'  School,  Winter 

term,  District  No.  4,  121  00 

Benjamin  Richmond  for  Wood  and  sawing  the  same  for 

School  District  No.  4,  16  25 

Abby  A.  Sweet  for  teaching  12  weeks  and  2  days'  School, 

Summer  term,  District  No.  5,  62  00 

B.  Morse  for  teaching  12  weeks'  School,  Winter  term, 

District  No.  5,  115  50 

Henry  C.  Perry  for  repairs  on  Schoolhouse  in  Dist.  No.  5,  4  34 

Benj.  Sweet  for  Wood  for  School  "  12  00 

Fanny  M.  Jones  for  teaching  10  1-2  weeks'  School,  Summer 

term,  District  No.  6,  55  84 

Mary  L.  Hartwell  for  teaching  12  weeks'  School,  Winter 

term,  District  No.  6,  72  00 

*John  B.  Newcomb  for  Wood  for  School,  District  No.  6,  8  25 

Jane  M.  Allen  for  teaching  11  weeks'  School,  Summer  . 

term,  District  No.  7,  49  50 

James  D.  Thurber  for  teaching  12-  weeks'  School,  Winter 

term,  District  No.  7,  102  00 

A.  D.  Hunt  for  Wood  for  School  District  No.  7,  6  25 

Abby  J.  Ellis  for  teaching  16  weeks'  School,  Summer  term, 

District  No.  8,  63  51 

S.  D.  Church  fur  teaching  12  weeks'  School,  Winter  term, 

District  No,  8,  96  00 

James  Leonard  lor  Wood  for  School  District  No.  8,  14  66 

Whole  expense  for  support  of  Schools,  $1,538  29 

EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMS  HOUSE. 
Paid  Wheaton  Manufacturing  Co.  for  assistance  to  Alanson  Sweet 

and  family,  $39  76 

Town  of  Raynhain  for  assistance  to  E.  Tucker  and  family,  60  14 

Ansel  Keith,                "               N.  Andros,  4  20 

For  Coffin  and  digging  grave  for       "       "  6  -50 

J.  R.  Rogerson  for  Clothing  for  W.  Field,  3  33 

Town  of  Sutton  for  assistance  to  J.  F.  Watson,  5  00 

Town  of  Taunton          "     to  Marda  Woodward's  family,  5  00 

Earl  W.  Stone  for  support  of  Lucinda  Stone,  31  20 

Total  for  Poor  out  of  the  Alms  House,    A  f  13*  13 
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EXPENSES  FOR  STATE  PAUPERS. 

P&id  Dr.  B.  M,  Round  for  medical  attendance  on  C.  H.  Johnson 

and  fam%,  $87  00» 

William  Jones  for  taking  care  of  C.  K.  Johnson  and  family,  22  OO 

J.  R.  Rogerson  for  provision  and  clothing    "             "  23  50 

J.  O.  Messinger       "          and  paying  sundry  small  bills,  17  33 

David  Makepeace  for  taking  care  of  C.  H.  Johnson,  22  ()()' 

Mrs.  Garffle              "                u             "       and  family,  30  50 

John  McGmley  for  house  reflt  and  wood       "           "  17  50' 

C.  D.  &  0.  H/Lane  for  meat                                 "  12  58 

Dr.  Hubbard  for  medical  attendance            "            "  4  00 

J.  O.  Messinger  for  paint  to  cleanse  C.  H,  Johnson's  house,  5  60 

Philo  Washburn  for  coffin  for  Mrs.  Dears,  6  00 

Thomas  Copeland  for  funeral  expenses  for'  Mrs.  Dears,  4  25* 

J.  O.  Messinger  for  transient  paupers,  5  50 

James  Allen             «             "  1  00 

Augustus  Lane         "            "  1  OO 


$256  76 

EXPENSES  OF  ALMS  HOUSE. 

£aid  J.  R.  Rogerson  for  groceries,  grain,  clothing,  and  other  arti- 
cles for  farm,  $163  4$ 

Benjamin  Sweet  for  boards  for  repairs,  4  04 

William  R.  Fobes  for  labor  repairing  buildings,  18  75 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane  for  shingles  and  board*  for  repairs,  25  40 

Robert  Dixon  for  labor  on  farm,  44  00 

Pliny  P.  Hunt  for  work  haying,  22  23 

Ezra  Perry  for  two  shoats,  6  00 

Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attendance  on  paupers,  10  00 

Augustus  Lane  for  paying  for  cotton  cloth  and  groceries,  4  46? 

J.  O.  Messinger        11          clothing  and  groceries,  13  23 

N          "              "          paint  and  painting,  4  12 

C.  D;  &  O.  H.  Lane  for  meat,  37  50 

D.  S.  Cobb  for  sawing,  3  23 
Wm.  Knowles  for  butchering  work  on  farm  and  making  shoes,  10  98 
Moses  Hunt  for  one  year  for  labor  and  superintending,  150  00 

"        **    for  paying  for  blacksmithing,  7  53 

"        "          "       for  lumber  for  repairs,  7  36 

"        "          "       for  provisions,  soap  and  other  articles,  28  11 


$560  37 

EXPENSES  FOR  PAUPERS  OF  OTHER  TOWNS. 

t* aid  H.  J.  Hunt  for  goods  to  Sarah  Bryant,  North  Bridgewater,      $18  03 

Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  med.  attendance  to  Sarah  Bryant,  "  17  50 

"  G.B.Leonard  and  family,  Taunton,  12  00 

H.  J.  Hunt  for  goods  to             "                   u          "  3  00 

Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  medical  attendance  on  Hiram  Dean,  1  00 

Owen  Gaffany  for  assistance  td                   "        u  3  00 

H.  J,  Hunt  for  goods  to  Betsey  Washburn,  Bridgewater,  3  00 


$57  53 

3 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Ezra  DaVoI  for  printing  Town  and  School  Reports,  1859,  $32  00 

Loren  Willis  for  gravel  for  1858,  5  08 

James  II.  Anthony  for  plank  for  bridge  near  L.  Willis',  20  63 

Reuel  Robinson  for  varnishing  hearse  &c.,  7  63 

T.  T.  Rockwood  chairman  school  committee  for  school  books,  94  88 

Nathan  Mayhem's  salary  as  Liquor  Agent,  50  00 

Augustus  Lane  for  horse  and  carriage  twice  to  Randolph,  5  00 
"         M     "  paving  for  copy  of  Deed  and  expenses 

to  Randolph,  2  00 
"          "     "       "       .blank  books,  postage,  stationary 

and  other  small  bills,  5  68 

"          "     "  horse  and  carriage  on  Town  business,  5  00 

J.  O.  Messmger  "    *             "            "   .      «  4  63 

James  Allen        "    "               "             *■          *  2  00 

T.  T.  Rockwood  for  paying  printing,  postage  and  stationary,  2  50 

J.  C.  Crane  for  paying  for  school  books  for  poor  children,  1  42 

G.  F.  Clark  for  recording  births,  marriages  and  death's,  11  80 

"       "             "       and  granting  106  dog  liconses,  15  90 

"       "       making  index  for  old  records,  8  00 

"       "       History  of  Norton  for  alms  house,  1  82 

"  "  paying  for  bookcase  for  town  documents,  9  00 
"       "          "       expenses  three  times  on  town  business, 

to  Boston,  6  00 
"       "         "       express,  postage  and  sundry  other  small 

bills  for  town,  6  77 

D.  S.  Cobb  for  expenses  to  Boston  on  town  business,  2  00 

E.  G.  Keith  for  sheep  killed  by  dogs,  8  00 
Josiah  Newcomb  •«       '-          "  10  00 


$317  69 

EXPENSES  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  James  O.  Messinger  for  assessing  taxes  1859,  $15  00 

"  "  taking  census  of  children  1859,  2  25 
"             **            services  as  Selectman  and  overseer  poor,  42  75 

James  Allen  for  assessing  taxes  1859,  15  00 

"        "         taking  census  of  children  1859,  2  25 

"        "        services  as  Selectman  and  overseer  poor,  21  00 

Augustus  Lane  for  assessing  taxes  1859,                          '  •  15  00 

"        "        taking  census  of  children  1859,  2  25 

"         "        services  as  Selectman  and  overseer  poor,  42  00 

Cyril  S.  Sweet  for  services  as  constable,  6  00 
Hiram  Hodges  warning  four  town  meelings  and  other  services 

as  constable,  20  00 

Benj.  E.  Sweet  for  services  as  school  committee,  20  00 

T.  T.  Rockwood        "             "           "  17  50 

J.  Calvin  Crane        «             "            "  17  00 

G:  F.  Clark              "        _  Town  Treasurer,  30  00 

William  D.  Wetherell  services  collecting  taxes  1859,  45  55 


$313  55 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Amount  of  orders  drawn  on  Town  Treasurer  by  Selectmen,  for  the  year 


ending  March  21,  1860,  and  liabilities  of  said  Town. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  $1538  21) 

w       State  paupers,  258  70 

"       support  of  poor  out  of  Alms  House,  loo  13 

"            "          "    belonging  to  other  towns,  57  53 

"            "          "    and  other  expenses  at  alms  house,  5(50  37 

"    incidental  expenses,  317  69 

"    town  officers,  313  55 

"    sundry  persons,  interest  on  notes,  54  30 

state  tax.  378  00 

"    county  tax,  1018  19 

"    abatements  of  taxes  A.  L.  Pratt  for  1857,  22  40 

"               "    Win.  D.  Wetherell  1858,  12  40 

"               "          "          "       1859,  53  80 

Amount  due  Calvin  Willis  on  note  with  interest  up  to  Mar.  31,  1800,  812  70 

"     "    the  several  school  districts,  580  44 


$6133  73 

Amount  of  Receipts  and  Assets  of  the  Town  March  1,  1860. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  Mareh  22,  1859,  $283  62 

"  received  from  A.  L.  Pratt  collector  for  1857,  69  40 

"  in  the  hand  of   "       "          "             "  37  47 

"  received  from  Wm.  D.  Wetherell  collector  for  1858-9,  3642  64 

"  in  the  hands  of   "             "           "                "  9  88 

"  received  on  sundry  notes,  14  35 

"           "          from  State  school  fund,  86  10 

"            "            "       dog  licenses,  106  00 

"           "           "       Town  of  North  Bridgewater,  35  53 

"           "           "          "       Bridgewater,  3  00 

"            «            "          "       Taunton,  19  00 

"           "       for  rent  of  Town  House,    "              •  2  75 

"            "            two  town  maps,  1  20 

"            "       from  sales  from  farm  and  board  at  alms  house,  162  00 

"            "          "  Liquor  agency,  48  36 

"  due  from  State  for  support  of  C.  H.  Johnson,  230  00 

"            "     _  town  of  Randolph,  3150 

*f  "    on  bills  against  sundry  persons*  6  50 

"  the  value  of  11  town  maps,  6  60 

"  of  liquor  in  the  hands  of  liquor  agent  July  2,  1859,  41  00 

"  received  to  pay  county  tax,  1018  19 


to  balance  account,  277  64 


$6133  73 

Whole  number  admitted  to  the  Alms  House,  during  the  year  except  tran- 
sient paupers  13,  average  number,  9. 

Whole  amount  of  expense  of  Alms  House  draAvn  from  Treasury,  $560  37 
Amount  paid  into  Treasury  from  income  from  town  farm,  $162  00 
"  for  going  to  twenty-six  funerals  with  hearse,       26  00 

  188  00 

Amount  of  expenses  at  Alms  House  exclusive  of  income  

from  town  farm,  $372  '■'>' 
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•Cost  for  support  of  one  pauper  one  year,  $41  37 

Cost  for  one  pauper  per  week  exclusive  of  income  from  town  farm,  79 
The  amount  of  Stock,  Framing  Tools  and  other  articles  at  alms  house,  as 
.appraised  by  the  Selectmen,  March  1,  1860,  are  in  as  good  condition  as  on 
the  previous  year. 

LIQUOR  AGENCY. 
Amount  paid  for  liquor  during  the  year  ending  July  2,  1859,  $182  38 

"       "    salary  of  liquor  agent,  50  00 

"     received  from  liquor  sold  for  one  year,  $230  74 

to  balance  account,  1  64 


$$232  38  $332  38 
AUGUSTUS  LANE.  ^        Selectmen  and 
S.  O.  MESSINGER,  }  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
JAMES  ALLEN,     j  of  the  Town  of  Norton. 


DIVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MONEY  FOR  1859. 


Dis- 

No. ofRec'vd  f'm 

1-2  divid- 

1  l-2divid- 

Old 

Total,  j 

Due  the  several 

tricts. 

schol's. 

State  F'nd.l  ed  by  Dist.led  by  schol.  1  money. 

Dist.  Mar.  21  '60 

1 

108 

$10  76 

$93  75 

$202  50 

$2  64 

$309  65 

$116  16 

2 

37 

10  76 

93  75 

69  37 

0  00 

173  88 

25  38 

3 

60 

10  76 

93  75 

112  50 

1  55 

218  56 

76  36 

4 

70 

10  76 

93  75 

131  25 

2  41 

238  17 

100  92 

5 

43 

10  76 

93  75 

80  62 

4  55 

189  68 

62  58 

*6  49 

6 

23 

10  76 

93  75 

43  13 

0  00 

147  64 

67  39 

7 

27 

10  76 

93  75 

50  63 

21  70 

176  84 

68  59 

u 

*2  62 

8 

32 

10  76 

93  75 

60  00 

0  00 

164  51 

53  85 

Total.     400       $86  08   $750  00         $750  00   $32  85  $1618  93      $580  44 
*Repairs.  GEORGE  F.  CLARK,    Town  Treasurer. 

Norton,  March  21,  1860. 


TOWN  OF  NORTON  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  SUNDRY  PERSONS. 

1860  DR. 
To  a  note  due  Calvin  Willis,  princ'l  and  in'st  up  to  Mar.  31,  1860,  $812  70 
To  amount  due  the  several  School  Districts,  580  44 


$1392  14 

1860  CR, 

Amount  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  $751  55 

«       due  from  the  State  for  support  of  C.  H.  Johnson,  230  90 

Amount  due  from  the  town  of  Randolph,  31  50 

"       of  Town  Maps,  6  60 

"       of  liquor  in  hands  ot  agent  July  2,  1859,  41  00 

t'       bills  against  sundry  persons,  6  50 

By  arrears  of  taxes  in  the  hands  of  A.  L.  Pratt,  37  17 

W.  D.  Wetherell,  9  88 

Amount  to  balance  of  account,  277  64 

$1392  14 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  Selt  ct- 
men  and  found  them  correctlv  kept,  and  charges  sustained  by  proper  vouch 
ers.  "    EARL  D.  WHITE,  j  Auditing 

ELK  AN  AH  AYOOD  SB.,  Committer 


A.  LIST  OF  THE  NAMES 


OF  THE 

TAX  PAYERS 

IN  THE  TOWN  ON  NORTON,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1059, 

Together  with  their  Valuation  and  amount  of  Tax. 


A. 

Names, 

Poll  Tax.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 

Jason  F.  Alden, 

$1.50 

$500 

$50 

$4.20 

William  Adams, 

1.50 

1.50 

James  Allen, 

1.50 

300 

2,500 

15.22 

Joseph  Adams, 

1.50 

1.50 

Ephraim  Allen, 

1.50 

1,500 

400 

10.81 

John  Arnold, 

1.50 

2,200 

400 

14.24 

George  H.  Arnold, 

1.50 

1,400 

100 

8.85 

David  Arnold, 

1.50 

2,100 

250 

13.01 

Lemuel  Arnold, 

1.50 

2,200 

200 

13.26 

Asa  Arnold, 

1.50 

1,700 

1,350 

16.45 

Hannah  P.  Arnold, 

1.96 

Lewis  L.  Austin, 

1,50 

100 

1.99 

Otis  Austin, 

1.50 

1,000 

50 

6.65 

Warren  Adams, 

1.50 

700 

50 

5.18 

Peleg  G.  Austin, 

1.50 
B 

1.50 

Emerson  Briggs, 

1.50 

100 

2,000 

11.79 

Edmond  Briggs, 
Mary  Bassett, 

1.50 

5,600 

1,000 

33.34 

200 

98 

John  Babbitt, 
Simeon  Briggs, 

1.50 

900 

3,600 

23.55 

1.50 

500 

250 

5.18 

George  Barker,. 

1.50 

1,800 

200 

11.30 

Harriet  Barrows, 
Heirs  of  Albert  Barrows, 
Edwin  Barrows, 
Allen  S.  B landing, 

3,000 

2,000 

24.50 

600 

2.94 

1.50 

100 

1.99 

1.50 

1.50 

John  Bradfield, 

1.50 

1.50 

Heirs  of  Sylvanus  B.  Braman, 

1,300 

6.37 

"    Thomas  Braman, 

5,000 

2,000 

34.30 

Horatio  Bates. 

1.50 

600 

200 

5.42 

30 


Names.  Poll  Tax.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


F^flfir*  T  "K ram  mi 

1.50 

300 

200 

3.95 

Patrick  Brady, 

1.50 

• 

1  50 

JL  • \J 

John  Bfdan 

1.50 

1.50 

Benjamin  J.  Briggs, 

1.50 

200 

2.48 

Benjamin  S.  Briggs, 

1.50 

1,700 

100 

10.32 

"Rnns  TT  Bri  era's 

1  50 

600 

4.44 

"Washburn  Braman, 
William  B  Blandin 

I  1    XXXXCliXXX    JL-' •     JL/  XCXllX  V-IXXX^ 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

300 

2.97 

"Narifw  Blandin 

200 

98 

Nancy  W.  Blandin, 

300 

1.47 

Simeon  Blandin,- 

1.50 

1,600 

100 

9.8a 

Tjnpins  T)  Blandin 

JL-J  LiV^i  H.O     J-/  •     JL/ X  CJUXXvLXXX^ 

1.50 

1.50 

Jesse  Blandin, 

1.50 

150 

2.24 

•Tpssip  TT  Blandin 

f  vOlJlu    JLJL»  JLJ'XCuXXvlJLXX^ 

1.50 

450 

3.71 

Usaap,  S  Blandin 

JL k  J  Wj(XVj  K_ J  •     Jl  J' XCiiXX\_XXXX^ 

froorfrp  Blandin 

VJ1  V_y  w  X  £JL  V_y     JL/  XCt'lX  V.LXXI  y 

1.50 

500 

3.95 

1.50 

1.50 

William  S  Bolton 

f  »    XXXXCliXXX     K..>  •     JL-J  \J X 

1.50 

300 

2.97 

Alanson  Bruce, 
William  Ballou, 

1.50 

300 

50 

3.22 

1.50 

500 

50 

4.20 

Charles  H.  Briggs, 

.1.50 

400 

50 

3.71 

Harrison  H.  Briggs, 

1.50 

100 

1.99 

Michael  Bolen, 

1.50 

1.50 

Trustees  Baptist  Church, 

400 

1.96 

Melzer  Burt, 

1.50 

tr  f\f\. 

500 

50 

4.20 

C 

TVTvs  IVTarv  Conpland 

XtJLI  O.    AjJLCXjL  J       V?  .    \J  \_/ iJOXCliXLA, 

600 

2.94 

Alvaris  l^Iaswpll 

1.50 

3,800 

1  000 

25.02 

Daniel  Carpenter, 
HPhnmas  CanipntPT* 

JL  XX\-/XXXCAtO     Y_>  CcX  L/V^XX  U\_;X  , 

1.50 

1,100 

'  50 

7.14 

1.50 

700 

50 

5.18 

"\l~ft  ivus  (In vnpn tpv 

-i.Ti.Clil  V^U-O    Vy'U;!  jjl_/xxtl_/x  , 

1.50 

400 

3.46 

Itev.  George  F.  Clark, 

1.50 

1.50 

Caroline  Wood,  for  house 

opfirnipd  hv  C  T)ralcp 

400 

1.96 

jOaniel  Cosgrove, 

1.50 

1.50 

FoiTtPC!  (  ifiSO'T'f  1VP 

1  50 

1.50 

.Tnlm  Clanr» 

fj  \JLLLL    V/xcl»| /|J, 

1.50 

1.50 

William  Clapp, 

1.50 

1.50 

John  O'Callihan, 

1.50 

1-50 

Charles  Carpenter. 

1.50 

1.50 

David  Cahoon, 

1.50 

1.50 

James  S.  Card. 

1.50 

1 .50 

31 


Names.  Poll 

Leander  Chace, 
William  Clegg, 
Isaac  B.  Codding, 
George  Codding, 
James  Conaty, 
James  Conaty  2d, 
Patrick  Cosgrove, 
James  Coyle, 
Harrison  Crossman, 
Zepheniah  S.  Crossman, 
Congregational  Parish  Fund, 
Leonard  Hodges,  Treasurer 
William  Capen, 
Theodore  Carver, 
Daniel  S.  Cobb, 
Silas  H.  Cobb, 
Terril  Cobb, 
Samuel  Cotton, 
Charles  G.  Clapp, 
Thomas  Copeland, 
Thomas  H.  Copeland, 
Joseph  Copeland, 
John  Crane, 
John  H.  Crane. 
John  C.  Crane, 
George  C.  Crane, 
George  B.  Crane 
Daniel  Crane, 

Heirs  of  Simeon  Deny, 
Charles  Drake, 
Lewis  B.  Dean  &  Bro., 
Francis  Donahu, 
Patrick  Doneley, 
Thomas  Donahoe, 
Bethia  Dean, 
Nehemiah  A.  Dean, 
Maurice  Denain, 
Rev.  James  Dixon, 
John  W.  Dixon, 
Cornelius  Dunn, 


Tax.  Real  Estate. 

1.50 


Personal  Estate.  Tax. 

1.50 


u 

200 

2.48 

it 

2,300 

6,000 

42.17 

a 

1.50 

a 

350 

3.22 

u 

150 

2.24 

a 

1.50 

a 

1,300 

100 

8.36 

a 

1.50 

7,000 

34.30 

u 

700 

4.93 

u 

1,600 

200 

10.32 

u 

5,600 

2,000 

38.74 

u 

1.50 

a 

1,000 

6.40 

a 

1.50 

u 

1.50 

u 

6,000 

100 

31.39 

u 

300 

100 

3.46 

u 

100 

1.99 

1,750 

A  A  A 

400 

"1  O  A  A 

lz.04 

ci 

A  AA 
4UU 

AAA 
4.44: 

u 

1  AA 
1UU 

Q  £1 

u 

l,oUU 

o.oo 

u  ' 

2,200 

700 

15.71 

u 

900 

100 

6.40 

T> 

300 

1.47 

a 

1.50 

u 

2,600 

14  24 

a 
a 

1  50 

u 

11 

700 

400 

5.39 

a 

1.50 

u~ 

u 

a 

u 

a 

a 

?,2 


Names,  Poll  Tax.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate,  Tax. 


Daniel  B.  Davis, 

1.50 

400 

3.4$ 

Bradford  Dean, 

1.50 

1,200 

1,200 

13.26 

Simeon  A.  Dean, 

1.50 

1,000 

400 

8.36 

Otis  Dean, 

1.50 

1,100 

300 

8.3ft 

Lloyd  H.  Dean, 

1.50 

1.50 

Joseph  E.  Dean, 

l.OU 

l.OU 

XvUUcIu  JJLXOIl, 

1  ^0 

OUl/ 

1  000 

too 

J.  W 

6  89 

1  50 
E 

1.50 

Alexander  L.  Eddy, 

1.50 

1.50 

John  Eddy, 

u 

1,600 

100' 

9,83 

Elijah  Eddy, 

u 

100 

1,99 

E.  Hodges  Eddy, 

u 

1,50 

John  S.  Elliot, 

a 

F 

500 

3,95 

Mason  Freeman, 

1.50 

3,300 

200 

18,65 

George  M.  Freeman, 

u 

1.50* 

George  W.  Freeman, 

a 

tb 

George  E.  Freeman, 

u 

u- 

Schuyler  Freeman, 

u 

2,000 

300 

12,77 

Hiram  S.  Freeman, 

a 

1,50 

Nathaniel  Freeman, 

11 

2,650 

50 

14,73 

Sanforth  Freeman, 

11 

1,600 

150 

10,08 

William  Freeman, 
David  Fitzgerald, 

u 

1.50 

'li 

150 

2,24 

Owen  Frairy, 

a 

100 

1,99 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 

1,50 

6,000 

200 

30,38 

Marcus  M.  Fisher, 

a 

1.50 

Norton  Furnace  Co,, 

1,500 

7,35 

David  Field, 

1,50 

2,400 

1,700 

21,59 

David  Field,  Jr. 

a 

650 

150 

5,42 

Rathburn  Field, 

U 

250 

400 

4,60 

Dannis  Field, 

u 

500 

3,95 

Darius  B.  Field, 

if 

350 

• 

3,22 
1,50 

Shepard  L.  Field, 

il 

Thomas  Fitzgerald, 

li 

1,50 

William  R.  Fobes, 

u 

500 

3,95 

Alexander  Foster, 

f 

500 

3,95 

Perz  Foster, 

11 

200 

2,48 

Karnes* 

Ephraim  Francis, 


Poll  Tax.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 

1.50  100  1,99* 


Thomas  Gooch,  1.50 
Patrick  Galligan,  « 
Edward  Galligan,  " 
Edward  Gaffenv, 
Mixter  Gibbs,  * 
John  Grant,  u 
Owen  Gaflaney,  " 
Daniel  Gallagan,  u 
Hugh  Gillroy,  « 
Silas  P.  Goff, 

Dennis  Grady,  u 
AVilliam  Gammon,.  u 
James  Gilbert,  u 
Folly  Goodwin, 
Henry  B.  Goodwin,. 
David  Godfrey,  1.50 
Heirs  of  George  Godfrey, 
Jones  Godfrey, 

Heirs  of  Gilbert  Hicks, 
Samuel  G.  Hicks, 
Hiram  Hodges, 
John  H.  Hodges, 
John  Hunt, 
Newton  S.  Hodges, 
Samuel  Hodges, 
Heirs  of  Benj.  Horton, 
"     Earl  Hodges, 
Widow  Earl  Hodges, 
Henry  Hunt, 
Asa  P.  Holmes, 
Alonzo  P.  Holmes, 
Heirs  of  Lurana  Hunt, 
Charles  Hagerty, 
Royal  P.  Hodges, 
Elbridge  G.  Hunt, 
George  E.  Hunt, 
Job  W.  Hall, 


1.50 
U 

1.50 

a 
ii 
a 
a 
a 


1.50 

a 
u 

1.50 

a 

a 

u 


400 

3,46 

4-UU 

1  ^rn 
1  ,ou  • 

■ 

u 

1  ,oUU 

ti 
it 

O.oi)' 

1  .ou 

10U 

9  9  J. 

1  .ou 

u 

1,600 

100 

8.33 

500 

2.45 

1,600 

500 

11.79 

1,400 

6.86 

800 

200 

6.40 

9  nnn 
Z,UUU 

y  .ou 

9nn 
-sUU 

9  /18 

oUU 

9  Q  7 

l.OU 

1,dUU 

9S  zl^ 

Q  an 

oUU 

l,OUU 

1A  94) 

l,OUU 

ZUU 

UJ.Oii 

JLUU 

oUU 

1  ,UUU 

8  SO' 

A  Art 

4UU 

I.t/O 

9AA 

oUu 

9  QT 

ooO 

oOO 

•7  1  Q' 
l.lo 

1.50 

700 

3.43 

600 

4.44 

1,600 

300 

10.81 

2,700 

200 

15.71 

1.501 

ii 


34 


Names.  Voll  Tux.  'Real  Estate,  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


Rev.  Franklin  Holmes, 

1.50 

1.50 

Henry  Hodges, 

u 

it 

Alcot  Harden, 

a 

u 

R.  Henry  Hall, 

u 

1,200 

800 

11.30 

S.  R.  Hall, 

11 

1.50 

Charles  W.  Haden, 

u 

ii 

Richard  H.  Hall, 

u 

800 

750 

9.10 

Horatio  H.  Hall, 

a 

400 

150 

4.20 

Benjamin  S.  Hall, 

u 

.1,100 

200 

7.87 

George  W.  Haslehurst, 

u 

50 

1.75 

John  Hervey, 
Zelotus  T.  Hewitt, 

a 

1,100 

750 

13.51 

a 

Daniel  Hicks, 

a 

a 

Leonard  Hodges, 

u 

2,200 

1,500  ' 

19.63 

Jarvis  Hodges, 

u 

'  1,700 

100 

10-32 

A\rilliam  S.  Hodges, 

k 

2,000 

200 

12.28 

Henry  G.  Hodges, 

■u 

GOO 

4.44 

Widow  Linthy  Hodges, 

100 

49 

Lemuel  Perry  and  Leonard 


Hodges,  administrators  of 


Asa  Hodges'  estate, 

2,800 

1,000 

18.62 

Alva  Holcomb, 

1.50 

Mr.  Hoor, 

■11 

u 

Isaac  Hardon, 

1,000 

400 

8.36 

John  H.  Hardon, 

a 

150 

2,24 

John  Hardy, 

u 

1,50 

Nahum  W.  Hill, 

u 

800 

50 

5.67 

Allen  M.  Horton7 

u 

1.50 

Moses  Hunt, 

u 

300 

2.97 

Pliny  P.  Hunt, 

u 

150 

2.24 

Hiram  J.  Hunt, 

11 

1,000 

100 

6.89 

Adolphus  D.  Hunt. 

41 

a 

u 

Calvin  M.  Hunt, 

U 

1,400 

150 

9.10 

Burdon  Hunt, 

il 

•u 

I 

Ralph  Isherwood, 

1.50 

1,50 

Amos  Ide, 

u 

u 

J 

Elnathan  Jones, 

1.50 

800 

50 

5.67 

William  Jones, 

u 

1.50 

Names. 


Poll  Tax.  Ileal  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


Heirs  of  Philip  King', 

1,000 

50 

5.15 

Wm.  A.  King,  for  house  oc- 

cupied by  John  Grant, 

400 

1,9(5 

William  Knowles, 

1.50 

600 

200 

5.42 

Zeno  Kelly, 

u 

l'OOO 

6.40 

William  A.  King, 

it 

100 

50 

2.24 

Charles  King, 

u 

1.50 

Ansel  Keith, 

u 

450 

300 

5.18 

Williams  Keith, 

a 

1,200 

150 

8.12 

Do.  for  Theodore  Keith, 

no.  ior  utis  Li.  iyoiui, 

i  on 

1UU 

1  ou 

A  in  AO      l\  OTlll 

AIMOb  IVUllIl, 

1  .')\J 

1,400 

250 

0  ^0 

L loi  luge  JJ.  iveitn, 

1  HA 

Martin  L.  Keith, 

a 

1.50 

Edward  Keefe, 

u 

a 

Cromwell  Leonard, 

1.50 

3,800 

2,000 

29.92 

Ditto,  for  farm  of  Luen  C. 

Leonard, 

1,700 

8.33 

Ditto,  for  Sarah  Mory, 

500 

2.45 

Heirs  of  Daniel  Lane, 

1,500 

1,700 

15.68 

Calvin  Lane, 

1.50 

2,000 

150 

12.04 

Allen  Lane, 

to 

3,200 

500 

19.63 

Augustus  Lane, 

a 

1,050 

250 

10.81 

Albert  Lane, 

a 

80C 

5.42 

John  Lincoln, 

a 

300 

2.97 

Joshua  Lucas, 

to 

1.50 

Thomas  D.  Lane, 

n 

500 

3.95 

Ditto  for  farm  by  Henry  C.  Perry, 

800 

3.92 

Heirs  of  Edmond  Lothrop, 

1,000 

50 

5.15 

John  Leaduni, 

1.50 

1.50 

Leonard  &  Hamlin, 

700 

3.43 

Heirs  of  Luen  C.  Leonard, 

1,500 

900 

11.76 

William  H.  Lane, 

1.50 

1.50 

Allen  D.  Lane, 

u 

1,400 

250 

,  9.59 

Samuel  H.  Lane, 

a 

2,100 

100 

12.28. 

David  C.  Lane, 

to 

1,250 

550 

10.32 

William  Lane, 

it 

4.150 

300 

23.31 

William  Lane  &  Co., 

G,000 

29.40 

Andrew  Lane, 

1.50 

1.50 

Charles  D.  Lane, 

a 

2,200 

200 

13,2$ 

Oliver  H.  Lane. 

a 

2,200 

200 

L3.26 

Names.  Toll  Tax.  Ileal  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


^George  Lane, 
Dan  F.  Lane. 

800 

200 

0.40 

a 

1,&0 

.Heirs  of  David  Lane, 

« 

350 

1.72 

A  Ivan  D.  Lee, 

M 

300 

100 

3.4G 

.Barney  Leady, 

ii 

1.50 

iPeter  Leady, 

U 

1.50 

William  Leadham, 

ii 

1,50 

.Amos  A.  Lincoln, 

u 

50 

1.75 

Amos  A.  Lincoln  Jr., 

<( 

1,200 

100 

7.87 

Luther  Liacoln, 

« 

359 

3.22 

Seneca  Lincoln, 

u 

3,300 

200 

18.65 

Seneca  L.  Lincoln, 

ii 

300 

2.97 

t George  B.  Lincoln, 

u 

100 

1.99 

Daniel  B.  Lincoln, 

it 

150 

2.24 

sliachel  Lincoln, 

300 

L47 

Moses  Lincoln, 

1.50 

1,800 

100 

10.81 

Eddy  Lincoln, 

*' 

11,500 

1,000 

62,75 

Do.  as  Guardian  of  Stephen 

R.  Lincoln 

,  1,200 

5,88 

Daniel  Lincoln, 

1.50 

1.50 

Laban  Lincoln, 

if 

1,400 

200 

9.34 

Oliver  Lincoln, 

a 

150 

200 

3,22 

J^aban  H  Lincoln, 

u 

700 

850 

9.10 

Aaron  Lincoln  Jr., 

M 

2,150 

250 

13.26 

Samuel  R.  Lincoln, 

U 

900 

200 

6.89 

Do.  as  Guard'n  Lewis  E.  Lincoln, 

200 

100 

1.47 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

1.50 

450 

3.71 

Jones  G.  Lincoln, 

u 

100 

1.99 

Calvin  Lincoln, 

a 

2,500 

850 

17.92 

Calvin  C.  Lincoln, 

650 

100 

5.18 

Moses  0.  Lincoln, 

« 

150 

100 

2.73 

Elijah  Lincoln, 

«( 

3,700 

1,700 

27,96 

Elijah  D.  Lincoln, 

u 

1.50 

Benjamin  Lincoln, 

it 

4,000 

200 

22.08 

Joseph  Lincoln, 

a 

1.50 

Silas  W.  Lincoln, 

ii 

1,600 

350 

11.06 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

ii 

1.600 

550 

11.60 

Do.  for  Lloyd  Lincoln, 

ii 

1.50 

Jones  Lincoln, 

ii 

800 

1,000 

10.30 

Oren  Lincold, 

ii 

1.50 

Simeon  Lincoln, 

ii 

150 

2.24 

Hathaway  Leonard, 
Alden  H.  Leonard, 

ii 

1,900 

150 

11,55 

ii 

100 

1.99 

Otis  R.  Leonard, 

ii 

1.50 

Oeorge  R.  Leonard, 

« 

5,900 

500 

32.86 

James  Leonard, 

U 

3,000 

1,300 

22.57 
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Names.  Pull  Tax.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 

Ezekiel  Leonard, 
Solomon  Lothrop, 
Melvin  0.  Lothrop, 
Andrew  J.  Lothrop, 


David  W.  Makepeace, 
Lysander  0.  Makepeace, 
James  0.  Messinger, 
Austin  Messinger, 
J.  A.  Messinger, 

Macomber, 
Caroline  C.  Metcalf, 
Norton  Straw  Co., 
John  Mc Ginle y, 
Nathan  Mayhew, 
Thomas  Marley, 
Charles  Marley, 
Michael  Marley, 
"Thomas  McCaffrey, 
John  McCormic, 
Wheaton  Manufacturing 
Jason  T.  L.  Makepeace, 
John  Maloy, 
John  Mathewson, 
George  Mathews, 
John  L.  Munroe, 
Daniel  McCaffrey, 
James  McCabe, 
Patrick  McCabe, 
Patrick  McCabe  2d, 
John  McDowney, 
Michael  McNamara, 
Eunice  Makepeace, 
Elbridge  G.  Miller, 
Nathan,  Maxim, 
Don  P.  Makepeace, 
David  Makepeace, 

Nathaniel  Newcomk 
Josiah  Newcomb, 


1    JT  A 

1.50 

1  AAA 

1,000 

1  A  A 

100 

O  Oft 

A  OA 

O  Q  <7 
JL.V  I 

1.50 

450 

100 

4.20 

a 

1,000 

1,600 

14.24 

a 

u 

100 

6,89 

u 

1,600 

300 

10.81 

u 

1.50 

u 

800 

100 

5.91 

400 

1.96 

2,500 

12.95 

1.50 

1.50 

u 

■u 

ii 

ii 

a 

ii 

a 

ii 

a 

u 

a 

ii 

20,000 

10,000 

147.00 

'1.50 

500 

3.95 

ii 

6.50 

4.69 

ii 

600 

4.44 

ii 

1.50 

ii 

1,000 

6.40 

u 

1.50 

ii 

a 

u 

u 

ii 

200 

2.48 

u 

50 

1.75 

ii 

500 

3.95 

1,500 

1,200 

13.23 

x.ovy 

1UU 

1  QQ 

a 

l.JU 

a 

1  son 

OKJ 

O.  L  — 

a 

1.50 

TV 

1.50 

4,800 

16,900 

107.83 

a 

1,800 

300 

11.79 

38 


Names.  Poll  Tax.  Real  JSstatc.  Persona!  Estate.  Tax. 


Joseph  G.  Newcornb, 

1.50 

800 

5.42 

Sylvester  Newcornb, 

a 

3,000 

100 

16.69 

Asa  P.  Newcornb, 

11 

150 

2.24 

John  B.  Newcornb, 

il 

2,500 

250 

14.98 

o 

Andrew  0 'Brine, 

1.50 

30O 

2.97 

xxIIU.1  u  VV   \J  JljILLLkJ)  Ol.j 

u 

Edward  O'Brine, 

u 

400 

3.46 

Thomas  OrBrine7 

li 

150 

2.24 

Patrick  0 'Brine, 

u 

1.50 

Timothy  O'Brien, 

u 

300 

2.97 

Mr 

David  Prior, 

150 

1.50 

John  F.  Pierce, 

a 

u 

Wisner  Park, 

u 

u 

Albert  Perry, 

a 

1,200 

150 

8.12 

*ti,zra  Perry, 

1  1  aa 

lr100 

100 

•TOO 

7.38 

William  Perkins, 

11 

1.50 

Patrick  Plunkettr 

il 

ii 

Horace  Pond, 

500 

o.95 

Augustus  L.  Pratt, 

1  AAA 

1,000 

600 

A   O  A 

9.34 

W  f  mam  Price, 

i  rr  a 

1.50 

John  "Pflttpn 

V  villi    J-  C v  V  tvli • 

11 

1,300 

1,300 

14.24 

Henry  C.  Perry, 

u 

300 

2*97 

Lemuel  Perry, 

11 

600 

4.44 

George  R.  Perry, 

11 

1  OO 

1  QQ 

Henry  M.  Pollardr 

11 

1,600 

100 

9.83 

John  Quinley, 

150 

1.50 

Stephen  D.  Reedr 

150 

450 

3.71 

Benj.  M.  Rounds, 

u 

OA  A 

800 

o  cr  a 
250 

b.b4 

Kynel  Robinson, 

a 

-1    D  AA 

1,800 

fT  AA 

500 

12.77 

John  R.  Rogerson, 

u 

1,300 

1,200 

13.75 

Thomas  T.  Rockwood, 

a 

900 

o.OD 

Mary  Rogerson, 

300 

1.47 

Edward  Raley, 

1.50 

1.50 

Benj.  H.  Richmond, 

a 

1,000 

100 

6.89 

Benj.  Richmond. 

u 

1,800 

50 

10.57 
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^Names.  Poll  Tax.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax 

Mary  J.  Richmond,  300  1.47 

Ward  Richmond,  1.50       250         50  2.97 

David  H.  Richmond,  «         600  4.44 

Charles  Rogers,  "  200  2.48 


Heirs  oi  Libbeus  Shelley, 

1,800 

3,000 

23.52 

«    of  R.  F.  Sweet, 
"Widow  Polly  Sweet, 

300 

1.47 

1,100 

5.39 

Oliver  Sweet, 

1.50 

1.50 

Timothy  Smith, 

■a 

.800 

5.42 

Nathan  Smith, 

a 

1,700 

3,000 

24.53 

Noah  Smith, 

u 

1,100 

100 

7.38 

Alice  Smith, 

1,500 

7.35 

George  M.  Sweet, 

1.50 

i,000 

200 

7.38 

dharles  H.  Smith, 

XL 

1,350 

150 

8.61 

Earl  and  Fanny  Stone, 

a 

1,200 

200 

8.36 

George  W.  Storer, 

u 

1.50 

John  Shaw, 

tt 

1,400 

100 

8.85 

Marshall  Shaw, 

u 

200 

2.48 

George  B.  Shaw, 

a 

1.50 

Charles  Sprague, 

u 

a 

Charles  Sprague,  Jr., 

a 

2,350 

13.02 

Charles  W.  Sprague, 

a 

200 

2.48 

Josephus  Skinner, 

■u 

1.50 

Heirs  of  Learned  Stone, 

600 

2.94 

Seneca  Sanford, 

XL 

5,500 

1,000 

18.65 

Hezekiah  Sweet, 

it 

900 

100 

6.40 

Patrick  Steadman, 

ii 

400 

3.46 

James  Smith  2d, 

XL 

1.50 

Widow  Louisa  Seaver, 

200 

1,900 

10.29 

Michael  Smith, 

a 

1.50 

Sanford  Smith, 

U 

Li 

John  L.  Smith, 

u 

500 

3.95 

Jarvis  E.  Smith, 
William  Shepley, 

a 

200 

600 

5.42 

ii 

1,50 

Daniel  Sheehan, 

-ii 

a 

Albert  W.  Skinner, 

XL 

1,300 

100 

8.36 

James  Smith, 

Xi 

5,000 

7,100 

60.79 

James  Smith,  Jr., 

a 

2,200 

4,500 

34.33 

Peter  Smith, 

.  XL 

1.50 

Patrick  Smith, 

XI 

u 

Philip  Smith, 

XL 

100 

1.99 
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Names.  Poll  Tax.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


Joseph  Snow, 

1.50 

900 

3,100 

21.10 

Do.  House  occupied  by 

Leander  Chace, 

400 

1.96 

Benjamin  D.  Stanley, 

1.50 

1,100 

150 

7.63 

Cyrel  S.  Sweet, 

u 

1,400 

600 

11.30 

Benjamin  R.  Sweet, 

u 

700 

100 

5.42 

William  Sweet, 

a 

1,550 

600 

12.04 

Seth  Smith, 

li- 

1,600 

500 

11,79* 

btillman  Smith, 

lt 

1,000- 

100 

6.89 

William  W.  Smith, 

u 

1.50 

Stillman  L.  B.  Smith, 

u 

900 

5.91 

Alvin  Smith, 

700 

1  AA 

100 

f    A  C\ 

5.42 

George  W.  Smith, 

u 

600 

It 

4.93 

Alvm  r.  Smith, 

250' 

2.97 

Daniel  B.  Smith, 
George  W.  Spaulding, 
ihomas  Storey, 

u 

300' 

2.97 

n 

1L50 

n 

600 

AAA 

4.44 

Benjamin  M.  Stephens, 

ti 

800 

5.42 

Seth  Sumner, 

u 

1,600 

850 

13.51 

Benjamin  Sweet, 

it 

u 

1,050 

14.49 

JDUIlJctHllll  Hi.  OVVctJt^ 

u 

0\J\J 

^  4-9 

Orville  Sweet, 

u 

100 

1.99 

Joseph  D.  Sweet, 

ti 

1,500 

600 

11.79 

Lewis  H.  Sweet, 

u 

1.50 

James  M.  Sweet, 

u 

1,500 

250 

10.08- 

nn 
JL 

Thompson  Tripp 

1.50 

1,700 

200 

10.81 

Enoch  Tebbett, 

a 

2,050 

500 

14.001 

Oliver  S.  1  ltus, 

u 

900 

300 

7.o8 

Henry  0.  Titus, 
Thompson  Inpp  tor  nouse 

11 

1  Co 

1,53 

occupied  by  F.  Smith, 

150 

74 

George  N.  lucker, 

li 

1.50* 

James  Taylor, 

u 

n 

James  Thompson, 

11 

u 

Ebenezer  Tinkham, 

11- 

800 

450 

7.63 

Benajah  Tucker, 

ti 

Albert  S.  Tucker, 

li- 

1,500 

150 

9.59 

Allen  B.  Tucker, 

lt 

1,400 

200 

9,34 

Charles  Tucker, 

u 

100 

1.99 

Elizabeth  Tucker, 

100; 

49? 
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Names.  Poll  Tax.    Real  Estate.    Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


William  Wetherell,  1,50 

1,250 

100 

7.87 
• 

William  Wetherell,  Jr„ 

it 

80 

100 

6,15 

Hiram  H.  Wetherell, 

1,500 

160 

9,34 

Stillman  A.  Wetherell, 

tt 

1,300 

1,50 

8,61 

Benjamin  C.  Wetherell, 

a 

2,200 

150 

1,302 

Thomas  B.  Wetherell, 

it 

1,50 

George  White,  Jr., 

it 

100 

1,99 

William  A.  AVest, 

tt 

4,000 

100 

2,159 

Wheaton  Wheeler, 

tt 

300 

2,97 

Ichabod  Willis, 

a 

1,000 

6,40 

Loren  Willis, 

(t 

1,800 

50 

1,057 

James  L.  Wrigley, 

tt 

600 

50 

4,69 

George  Wilde, 

tt 

1,50 

Hiram  West, 

it 

700 

4,93 
324,90 

Laban  M.  Wheator, 

n 

31,000 

35,000 

"          "        for  House 

cupied  by  David  Fitzgerald, 

500 

2,45 

Also  for  Nathan  Mavhew, 

2,000 

9.80 

"      Mrs.  Bailey, 

900 

4.41 

"        "  Guild, 

1,200 

5.88 

"      Geo.  Wilde, 

700 

3.43 

"      Zeno  Kellv. 

1,100 

5.39 

"      John  L.  Smith. 

1,500 

7.35 

"      Rev.  Franklin  Holmes, 

2.000 

9.80 

"      Geo.  White, 

1,500 

7.35 

Widow  Sophia  White, 

1,400 

6.86 

Sophia  H.  White, 

900 

500 

6.86 

John  W aliace, 

a 

1,50 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

tt 

300 

2  97 

William  B.  Wheeler, 

a 

100 

1.99 

Elkanah  Wheeler, 

a 

800 

100 

5.91 

Greenlief  Williams, 

tt 

900 

5.91 

Lewis  H.  Willis, 

a 

250 

2.73 

Emery  E.  Willis, 

tt 

300 

2.97 

Calvin  Willis, 

a 

1,200 

2,200 

18.16 

Caleb  S.  Wetherell, 

it 

4,200 

250 

23.55 

Bradford  N.  Woodward, 

n 

1,400 
7,000 

100 

8.85 

David  Woodward 

it 

250 

37.03 

Sflllv  W^nnflw.iTfl 

1,100 

100 

5.88 

Josiah  Woodward, 

u 

10,000 

1.200 

56.38 

Josiah  Woodward,  Jr., 
Widow  Ann  M.  Woodward, 

n 

400 

300 

4.93 

1,200 

600 

8.S2 

Guardian  for  Charles  H.  Wood- 

ward, 

400 

100 

2.45 

"  Alfred  W.  Wood- 

ward, 

400 

100 

2.45 

William  L.  Woodward, 

tt 

1.50 

Isaac  Woodward, 

a 

3,700 

500 

22.08 

Isaac  D.  Woodward, 

tt 

200 

2.48 

David  W.  Waterman, 

u 

1.50 

William  D.  Washburn, 

a 

1.50 

5 
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Names. 
Joseph  Washburn, 
William  D.  Wetherell, 
Howe  White, 
John  H.  White, 
Cyrus  White, 
Jason  White, 
Jason  L.  White, 
Earl  C.  White 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Oliver  K.  Wilber, 
Oren  Wilber, 
Or  en  Wilber,  Jr., 
Lemuel  K.  Wilber, 
Eikanah  Wood, 
Elkanah  Wood,  Jr., 
Eli  Wood, 

"       for  J.  Stephen  Wood, 
Elkanah  Wood  for  house  and 
land  occupied  by  W.  Jones, 


Poll  Tax.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Property.  Tax. 


1.50 

1,400 

200 

9.34 

1.50 

400 

3.46 

700 

50 

5.18 

1,300 

7.87 

1.50 

1,700 

200 

10.81 

2,400 

350 

14.98 

1,100 

6.89 

R  7AO 
D,  /  UU 

16.  to 

500 

50 

4.20 

100 

1.99 

2,200 

12.28 

700 

4-93 

2,700 

300 

16,20 

1.50 

200 

98 

INTon-Resiclents, 


Names,                  Placs  of  Residence.  Real  Estate. 

Personal  Estate.  Tax. 

Nehemiah  Hall, 
Rowland  G.  Swift, 

Mansfield, 

$  150 

$  74 

500 

2.45 

Benjamin  Williams, 

a 

100 

49 

Libbeus  Bonney, 

Boston, 

500 

2.45 

Nathan  Skinner, 
Heirs  of  Oliver  Clapp, 

Taunton, 

800 

3.92 

Mansfield, 

100 

49 

Asa  Williams, 

Taunton, 

1200 

5.88 

James  McCormick, 

«« 

2600 

$200  13.72 

S.  D.  Makepeace, 

Heirs  of  Nathan  Holman, 

Mansfield, 

200 

98 

Attleboro', 

800 

3.92 

Samuel  &  David  Holman, 

1200 

5.88 

Heirs  of  Nancy  Braman, 

M 

150 

74 

Crocker  Brothers  &  Co., 

Taunton, 

60,000 

294.00 

Schuyler  Shepard, 

Mansfield, 

250 

1.23 

Hiram  W.  Pitts, 

Middlebery,  Vt.  500 
Attleboro',  3000 

2.45 

Samuel  Holman, 

Heirs  of  Daniel  Balcom, 

14.70 

450 

2.21 

"       Carlos  Barrows, 

n 

50 

25 

"       Alfred  Briggs, 

M 

300 

1.47 

"       Milton  Cummings, 

(1 

200 

98 

"       David  Cummings, 

it 

400 

1.96 

14       Seneca  Sanford, 

800 

3.92 

"       Almond  Tucker, 
"       Elisha  Wilmarth, 

U 

150 

74 

a 

400 

1.96 

William  Codding, 

Mansfield, 

150 

74 

"       Josephus  Grover, 

«« 

150 

74 

"       Jacob  Briggs, 

{< 

300 

1.47 

"      James  L.  Perry, 

H 

150 

74 
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Names. 
"       Otis  Sweet, 
Abel  Burt, 
Augustus  Codding, 
Abijah  Dean, 
Lemuel  Morse, 
Joseph  Round, 
David  P.  Round, 
William  Round, 
George  Round, 
John  Smith. 
Granville  Stevens, 
Bildad  Burt, 
Hiram  Chapman, 
Samuel  L.  Crocker  & 
George  A.  Crocker, 
Daniel  Leonard, 
Betsey  Lincoln, 
John  &  George  Pratt, 
Stimpson  &  Barzillai  Reed, 
Luther  L.  Short, 
Isaac  Wilcox, 

The  farm  occupied  by  Enos 
H.  Briggs, 

Jonathan  J.  Stan  lay,  house 
occupied  by  Washburn 
Braman, 

Samuel  Smith,  house  occu- 
pied by  Ames  A.  Lincoln, 

Rhoda  Whitman, 

Ezra  P.  Woodward, 

Henry  R.  Woodward, 

Alexander  Hervey, 

Leonidas  Dean, 

Sylvanus  Makepeace, 

Charles  W.  Hodges, 

Heirs  of  John  Sumner, 

Ira  Allen, 

Dwelley  Goward, 

Isaac  K.  Lane, 

Zilpha  W.  Downing, 

Samuel  B.  Hamblin, 

Elijah  Spear, 

Rhodolphus  H.  Williams, 

Ebenezer  Copeland, 

Lloyd  E.  Allen, 

Jacob  Dean, 

Ruel  Cobb,  for  house  occu- 
pied by  A.  Horton, 
Jesse  B.  Smith, 
Calvin  Grover, 
Joel  Tolman, 
Heirs  of  John  Hall, 
Mary  Leonard, 
Jon  Kimball,  for  farm  oew- 


Place  of  Residence.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate. 

50 

Rehoboth, 


Taunton, 


Plynipton, 
Raynham, 

Foxboro', 

Canton, 
Easton, 
Middleboro', 

Fairhaven, 
Boston, 

N.  Bridgewater, 

West 

Mansfield, 


Foxboro', 
SharOn, 
Fall  River, 

Easton, 


100 
200 
200 
150 
200 
150 
150 
100 
100 
250 
50 
200 

600 
350 

50 
400 

50 
600 
100 

1700 


1100 

1700 
100 
200 
50 
50 
150 
300 
100 
500 
1200 
250 
1100 
1100 
3400 
50 
1200 
2800 
300 
100 

500 
200 
100 
300 
350 
ICQ 


Tax. 
25 

49 
98 
98 
74 
98 
74 
74 
49 
49 
1.23 
25 


2.94 
1.72 

25 
1.96 

25 
2.94 

49 

8.33 


5.39 

8.33 
49 
98 
25 
25 
74 
1.47 
49 
2.45 
5.88 
1.23 

6.39 
16.66 
25 
5.88 
13.72 
1.47 
49 

2.45 
98 
49 
1.47 
1.72 
74 
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Names.  Place  of  Residence.  Real  Estate.  Personal  Estate.  Tax. 


pied  by  Ephraim  Francis, 

1700 

8.33 

Josiah  L.  Newcomb, 

500 

2.45 

Barzillai  Drake, 

<« 

750 

3.68 

Heirs  of  John  Copeland, 

it 

50 

25 

Cephas  Keith, 

Rehoboth, 

250 

1.23 

Bradford  N.  Hunt, 

Hartford,  Ct, 

350 

1.72 

Abishai  Tinkham, 

Providence,  R.  I.  350 

1.72 

S.  Louisa  Snow, 

Raynham, 

300 

1.47 

Henry  H.  Crane, 
Genison  H.  Lincoln, 

« 

100 

49 

<« 

300 

1.47 

Ann  H.  Wetherell, 

u 

300 

1.47 

Nathaniel  Field, 

Taunton, 

600 

2.94 

Artemas  Field, 

a 

500 

2.45 

David  Harvey, 

« 

200 

98 

Henry  N.  Harvey, 

u 

150 

74 

Seabury  Thayer, 

<( 

100 

49 

Peter  C.  Thayer, 

100 

49 

Marcus  Cobb, 

it 

50 

25 

Woodward  B.  Lincoln, 

ti 

100 

49 

Leonard  Harvey, 

M 

100 

49 

John  Crane, 

ti 

200 

98 

Barney  Davis, 

ft 

150 

74 

Taunton  Branch  R.  R.  Co., 

it 

3000 

14.70 

Benjamin  &  George  Lincoln, 

a 

2050 

10.05 

Artemas  Field,  Jr.  &  George 

E.  Lincoln, 

350 

1.72 

Amos  N.  Lincoln, 

ft 

50 

25 

David  A.  Burt, 

it 

200 

98 

Bartholemew  W.  Burt, 

it 

50 

25 

Rebecca  Woodward, 

ti 

150 

74 

Jacob  Shepard, 

Wisconsin, 

700 

3.43 

AUGUSTUS  LANE,     )  Assessors  of  the 
J.  O.  MESSINGER,      V      Town  of 
JAMES  ALLEN,         >  Norton. 


REPOET 


OF  THE 


AND  SELECTMEN, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THE  TEAR  1860-61, 


TAUNTON: 

PRINTED  AT  THE  REPUBLICAN  OFFICE, 

Bristol  County  Bank  Building. 


REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  Norton,  having  brought 
their  labors  to  a  close  ; — in  conformity  with  public  expectation 
and  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  appear  before  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  Report  : 

The  Committee  was  organized  by  choosing  T.  T.  Rock- 
wood,  Chairman,  and  Benj.  E.  Sweet,  Secretary.  The  special 
supervision  of  the  schools  was  assigned  to  the  members  of  the 
committee  as  follows : 

To  T.  T.  Rockwood,  Districts  No.  2,  3,  and  7, 
*    Benj.  E.  Sweet,       "  "    4,  5,  and  G.. 

"    Edwin  Barrows,      "  "    1  and  8. 

Common  Schools  are  the  glory  of  our  land.  In  them  is 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  intelligence  and  enterprise  of 
the  people.  They  are  their  boast  wherever  they  wander, 
and  the  subject  of  mutual  congratulation  wherever  they  meet. 
All  admit  their  usefulness — all  admit  their  necessity.  But, 
like  all  other  human  instrumentalities,  they  are  imperfect. 
The  practical  inquiry  is,  how  we  may  best  advance  their  in- 
terests and  promote  their  welfare  ?  Hoiv  we  may  separate 
the  good  from  the  evil ;  improving  the  one  and  correcting  the 
other  ?  These  are  questions  of  deep  and  abiding  importance ; 
often  of  doubtful  and  uncertain  solution 

Deeply  impressedwith  these  considerations  j  your  committee 
have  frequently  found  themselves  straightened  as  to  the  best  man- 
ner of  discharging  their  duties,  and  of  preserving  intact  the  high 
trust  committed  to  their  charge.  In  the  present  agitated  and  di- 
vided state  of  the  public  mind,  presenting  such  varied  views 
in  reference  to  schools,  the  true  line  of  duty  is  the  "  golden 
mean."  We  must  deal  with  society  as  it  is,  not  as  we  would 
seek  to  make  it.  The  will  of  the  people  creates  the  public 
sentiment.  'While  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  cor- 
rect it  when  wrong,  its  servants  must  seek  conformity  there- 
to, if  they  would  secure  "  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number." 

Your  committee  have  endeavored  to  maintain  a  just  and 
suitable  supervision  of  all  the  schools.  Sometimes  it  has 
proved  no  easy  task.  Sometimes  their  acts  may  have  been 
open  to  just  criticism,  and  perhaps  reprehension.    One  thinks 
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they  have  failed  to  da  their  duty;  another,-  that  they  have 
overdone  it.  Of  this  they  do  not  complain,  but  simply  say, 
that  while  they  set  up  no  claim  to  infalibility,  they  have  en- 
deavored to  serve  their  constituents  conscientiously  and 
faithfully,  according  to  their  best  judgment.  The  schools 
of  the  past  year  will  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with  those  of 
previous  years.  Every  year  we  have  some  very  good  schools, 
every  year  some  very  tolerable  schools,  and  every  year  some 
merely  tolerable.  To  make  the  good  better,  and  to  elevate  the 
tolerable  to  the  rank  of  the  good,  should  be  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  every  parent,  and  to  obtain  in  them  all  the  wisdom 
and  knowledge  the  good  school  can  bestow,  the  noble  pur- 
pose of  every  child. 

It  has  been  the  purpose  of  your  committee,  personally  to 
ascertain  the  true  condition  ot  each  school,  and  the  improve- 
ment each  is  making  of  the  means  provided  for  its  instruction. 
And  they  now  proceed  to  report  the  result  of  their  investiga- 
tions. 


Detailed  Keport  of  the  Condition  of  the  Schools. 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 
Prudential  Committee — Thomas  Gooch. 

Summer  Term. — The  Higher  Department  of  this  school  was 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Mary  L.  Hartwell,  of  Mansfield, 
an  experienced  and  competent  teacher.  She  devoted  herself 
zealously  to  the  interests  of  the  school;  but  a  controversy  (in 
which  the  teacher  was  in  no  way  implicated,)  having  arisen 
in  the  district,  and  quite  a  number  of  the  children  having  been 
withdrawn  from  school,  the  term  was  brought  to  a  close  at 
the  end  of  the  seventh  week.  There  was  no  examination,  on 
account  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  teacher  the  last 
day  of  the  term. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Eliza  A.  Smith  and  Matilda  J.  Smith. 

The  Primary  Department  was  committed  to  Miss  Phebe  M. 
Lincoln,  whose  attainments  and  gentle  disposition  enabled 
her  to  teach  and  govern  the  school  very  acceptably.  By  dil- 
igent application  to  her  duties,  she  encouraged  diligence  in 
those  about  her ;  but  the  short  duration  of  the  school,  which 
closed  contemporaneously  with  the  higher  department,  forbids 
us  to  speak  confidently  of  the  progress  made  in  study. 

The  examination  was  very  satisfactory. 

Winter  Term. — The  Higher  Department  was  taught  by  Mr. 
James  D.  Thurber  of  Plymouth.    This  was  his  second  winter 
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in  our  midst ;  and  the  reputation  which  he  had  already  ac- 
quired as  a  teacher,  has  only  been  more  fully  established  by 
his  success  in  the  management  of  this  school. 

To  excellent  qualifications,  Mr.  Thurber  added  a  happy 
faculty  of  imparting  instruction,  and  a  mild,  but  efficient  mode 
of  government.  At  the  final  examination,  several  of  the  ad- 
vanced classes  in  Arithmetic,  solved  the  problems  given  to 
them,  in  a  -manner  that  induced  thoughtful  study  and  a  defi- 
nite improvement  in  this  branch. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  G.  Alonzo  Clark  and  Jacob  A.  Leon- 
ard. 

Primary  Department. — Teacher,  Mary  K.  Alden  of  Bridge- 
water.  Miss  Alden  exhibited  much  energy,  and  labored  dil- 
igently for  the  good  of  her  youthful  charge.  It  requires  much 
patience  and  a  peculiar  tact  to  control  and  direct  so  large  a 
number  of  restless  children.  We  think  the  school  was  under 
excellent  discipline,  and  believe  that  very  good  progress  was 
made  in  the  studies  pursued. 

The  examination  was  interesting,  and  well  sustained;  the 
recitations  showing  that  the  instruction  had  not  been  confined 
wholly  to  the  routine  of  text-books. 


DISTRICT  NO.  2. 
Prudential  Committee — Albert  Skinner. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Elizabeth  E.  Leonard.  Miss 
Leonard  commenced  school  teaching  in  1857,  and  since  that 
time,  has  taught  several  terms,  all  with  general  acceptance 
and  uniform  success.  By  earnest  effort  and  increasing  expe- 
rience, she  now  stands  in  the  front  rank  as  a  teacher  and  dis- 
ciplinarian. At  the  opening  of  the  school,  she  found  it  in  no 
enviable  condition,- — rather  disorderly,  with  sundry  other  indi- 
cations ominous  to  success ;  yet,  from  the  thorough  course  of 
instruction  and  discipline,  combined  with  a  familiar  deport- 
ment towards  her  scholars,  she  secured  good  results.  There 
appeared  to  be  uniform  improvement  in  the  several  branches 
taught.  The  compositions  of  the  pupils,  under  the  name  of 
"The  Student's  Casket,"  were  very  fine — no  mean  productions 
for  older  heads.  Every  scholar,  save  one,  was  present  at  the 
closing  examination.  This  speaks  praise  for  the  parents. 
The  success  of  the  school  was  very  gratifying. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Emily  Lane,  *Angenette  R.  Wild, 
Anthony  A.  Briggs,  *C.  Bowen  Witherell,  and  *G-eorge  L. 
Witherell. 

♦Perfect  also  in  Winter. 
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Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Seabury  W.  B'owcn.  ol  Attleboro", 
Mr.  Bowen  brought  to  the  school  a  measure  of  experience, 
and  his  examination  proved  him  possessed  of  competent  lit- 
erary qualifications ;  but  in  the  school  room  he  failed  to  ex- 
hibit the  other  important  requisites  of  a  good  teacher.  '  The 
school  did  not  meet  the  expectations  of  your  committee.  A 
class  in  Analysis  exhibited  commendable  improvement.  The 
compositions  in  the  "'Pupil's  Casket,"  and  some  .exercises  in 
declamation,  merit  favorable  notice. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Chloe  E.  Witherell,  David  E.  Make- 
peace, Scth  R.  Briggs,  and  Clarence  E.  Skinner. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 
Prudential  Committee — Senaca  L.  Lincoln. 
Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Lydia  S.  Carpenter,  of  Attlebor6\ 
Miss  Carpenter  brought  to  her  school  good  literary  qualifica- 
tions and  large  experience.  Hitherto,  this  district  has  em- 
ployed two  teachers.  But  the  small  amount  of  money  to  be 
expended,  rendered  a  departure  from  this  course  necessary. 
At  the  commencement,  the  school  was  disorderly,  but  a  rigid 
discipline  wrought  decided  improvement,  and  most  of  the  pu- 
pils acquired  habiisoi  patient  industry  and  cheerful  obedience. 
Some  were  idle  and  inattentive  ail  the  way.  Your  com- 
mittee were  pleased  with  the  quietness  of  Miss  Carpenter's 
discipline,  and  the  analytical  manner  of  her  instruction.  If 
the  scholars  in  this  school  would  give  more  volume  to  their 
voice  in  reading  and  recitation,  they  would  appear  much  bet- 
ter. The  classes  in  Arithmetic  made  commendable  improve- 
ment. Some  scholars  in  them  were  excellent.  Geography 
received  the  largest  share  of  attention,  and  the  progress 
therein,  worthy  of  all  praise.  The  teacher  labored  hard  for 
the  good  of  her  school ;  and  considering  its  large  size,  differ- 
ent degrees  of  attainment,  and  variety  of  study,  she  acquitted 
herself  well. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Lawrence  Cosgrove,  -fSusan  Cos- 
grove,  ^Margaret  Cosgrove,  Edward  Reed,  Mary  E.  Dunn, 
*Mary  E.  Goff,  Louisa  Horton,  and  Mary  E.  Tucker. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Lydia  S.  Carpenter,  same  as  in 
summer,  assisted  by  Phebc  M.  Lincoln.  Miss  Carpenter  en- 
tered upon  her  duties  with  renewed  energy.  At  best,  it  is 
a  difficult  school,  and  this  term,  it  seemed  unusually  so.  To 
the  casual  observer,  it  looked  like  a  houseful  of  restless  human- 
ity. .Any  ordinary  teacher  would  have  been  driven «out  at 
the  outset.    By  consummate  tact  and  ability,  Miss  Carpenter 

♦Perfect  also  in  Winter.  . 


kept  disorder  at  bay.  and  won  the  wise  to  a  sense  of  duty 
-and  engagedness.  The  larger  scholars,  by  their  general  good 
behavior,  acquitted  themselves  with  honor,  as  also  the  small- 
er ones,  under  the  tuition  of  Miss  Lincoln.  The  idle  and  unru- 
ly, were  some  pupils  of  the  middle  classes.  Arithmetic  received 
most  attention;  one  or  two  classes  in  Colburn's  Applications, 
and  some  small  scholars  in 'the  Mental,  making  good  progress. 
In  Reading,  the  younger  scholars  excelled  the  older.  Spelling 
was  first  in  order  of  merit  and  improvement.  There  were 
several  absentees  at  the  examination :  much  to  the  regret  of  all. 

Miss  Lincoln's  qualifications  as  a  teacher  deserve  honor- 
able mention.  She  has  many  undefinable  elements  of  attract- 
iveness, which  bring  her  in  pleasant  nearness  to  her  pupils. 
She  is  a  faithful  and  conscientious  teacher,  and  exerted  a  hap- 
py and  quiet  influence  over  her  little  juveniles.  Whatever 
may  be  said  of  this  school,  the  teachers  deserve  the  thanks 
of  the  district,  for  their  faithfulness  and  laborious  exertions. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Martha  Alien,  Hattie  Allen,  Anna 
Falvy,  Julia  Ledcly,  Julia  McCaffrey,  Nettie  Woodward,  John 
Donley,  Charles  Reed,  and  Willie  Reed. 


DISTRICT  NO.  4. 
Prudential  Committee — Augustus  Lane. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Luranah  H.  Copeland,  of  Mans- 
field. Here  we  found  a  successful  school.  Its  union  and  har- 
mony were  pleasing  to  behold.  The  moral  influence  pervading 
it  was  a  noble  characteristic,  which  all  present  could  not  but 
feel.  Singing  was  practiced  here,  thrilling  the  feelings  with 
pleasurable  emotions.  Many  of  the  friends  of  the  school 
were  present  to  witness  the  closing  exercises. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Lucy  E.  Lane,  Mary  H.  Lane,  Abbie 
R.  Lane,  ^Robert  E.  Lane,  George  A.  Lane,  Charles  A.  Lane. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  J.  C.  Meade  of  North  Brookfield. 

Some  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  a  good  school  were 
here  seen,  such  as  order,  thoroughness  and  accuracy.  A  deep 
interest  was  felt  by  the  scholars  in  their  lessons.  The  great 
object  seemed  to  be  intellectual  improvement.  Much 
pains  was  taken  in  Orthography,  a  branch  too  often 
neglected  in  our  common  schools.  Good  progress  was  made 
in  Reading  and  Arithmetic.  The  teacher  deserves  much  credit 
for  his  efficient  services  in  this  district. 

John  T.  Wilbur  was  perfect  in  attendance. 


♦Perfect  also  in  Winter- 
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DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — HENRY  C.  PERRY. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Mary  W.  Perkins  of  Bridge  water. 
Under  the  instruction  of  its  teacher,  this  school  made  a  good 
degree  of  improvement.  The  recitations  at  the  final  examina- 
tion, evinced  thoroughness  in  the  ground  passed  over.  The 
order  of  the  school  was  praisworthy,  showing  that  the  teacher 
has  skill  in  governing.  Singing  was  practiced  this  term,  add- 
ing much  to  its  interest  and  harmony. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  * Adella  P.  Perry,  ^Florence  A.  Perry, 
Ann  B.  Rogers,  *Semantha  K.  Sweet,  Edwin  F.  Leonard  and 
Frank  L.  B.  Smith. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Cyrenius  A.  Newcomb  of  Taunton. 
Mr.  Newcomb  came  here  as  a  tyro  in  teaching.  His  efforts 
however,  met  with  a  goodmeasure  of  success,  giving  satisfaction 
to  parents  and  committee.  He  was  very  active  in  the  school 
room,  and  worked  hard  for  the  benefit  of  his  pupils. 

The  recitations  on  examination  day  were  for  the  most  part 
creditable  to  teacher  and  scholars.  A  large  number  of  visit- 
ors were  present  at  the  close  of  the  term. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  J.  Edward  Tucker,  and  Herbert  R. 
Arnold. 


DISTRICT  NO.  6. 
Prudential  Committee — Moses  Lincoln. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Adelaide  E.  Austin.  This  school 
does  not  appear  to  so  much  advantage  as  it  would,  if  it  were 
larger.  The  classes  were  necessarily  small.  There  are  how- 
ever some  superior  scholars  who  take  a  deep  interest  in  men- 
tal improvement.  The  recitations  in  Arithmetic  at  the  final 
examination  were  very  good.  There  appeared  to  be  order 
and  harmony  in  the  school.  The  teacher  was  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  her  duties. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  *Mary  J.  White,  *Mary  E.  Blandin, 
*Lewis  E.  White  and  *Lloyd  E.  White. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Elizabeth  E.  Leonord.  She  la- 
bored with  energy  and  perseverance  for  the  benefit  of  her 
pupils.  Order,  thoroughness  and  punctuality  were  beautiful 
characteristics  seen  in  this  school.  The  scholars  were  inter- 
ested, feeling  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  noble  work.  Miss 
Leonard  has  tact  for  teaching.  Much  credit  is  dne  her  for  her 
efficient  services  in  No.  6.  At  the  examination,  the  school 
room  was  profusely  decorated  with  trees  and  wreaths  of  ev- 


*Ferfect  also  in  Winter. 
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ergreev and  the  large  number  of  visitors  present,  sitting 
among  the  branches,  lent  a  charm  to  the  scene  not  often  felt. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Albert  II.  Blandin,  Everett  R.  Leon- 
ard, and  S.  Lewis  Leonard. 


DISTRICT  NO.  7. 
Prudential  Committee — Adolphus  Hunt. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Elizabeth  E.  Leonard,  same  as  in 
Nos.  2  and  6.  This  was  a  pleasant  school  to  keep.  Parents, 
teacher  and  scholars,  all  conspired  to  make  it  so.  It  opened 
under  favorable  auspices,  growing  partly  out  of  the  good  for- 
tunes of  the  previous  term.  Miss  Leonard  lead  her  pupils  in 
the  light,  simplifying  instruction,  and  adapting  it  to  the  men- 
tal capacities  of  her  pupils.  A  spirit  of  enthusiasm  per- 
vaded the  school  room,  and  progress  was  general  and  decided. 
In  Arithmetic,  particularly  in  the  advanced  classes,  there  was 
evinced  much  mental  training.  The  crowning  excellence  of 
the  school  was  the  Reading.  Here  was  marked  improvement ; 
evincing  the  superior  instruction  of  the  teacher,  and  earnest 
application  of  the  pupil.  Few  schools  in  town  can  show  bet- 
ter readers.  The  "  Pupils'  Port  Folio,"  filled  with  the  com- 
positions of  the  scholars,  gave  pleasing  evidence  of  much 
practice  in  this  very  useful  and  indispensible  branch  of  .learn- 
ing. Quite  a  number  of  large  scholars  attended  this  school, 
which  gave  it  character  and  importance.  Good  order  was  main- 
tained. The  closing  examination  was  an  honor  to  teacher  and 
pupils,  and  a  credit  to  the  district. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Ella  E.  Hill,  *Frank  D.  Hunt,  and 
C.  Herbert  Lincoln. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Charles  P.  Morse,  of  Plymouth. 
Mr.  Morse  is  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience,  and  came 
well  recommended.  On  examination  he  was  found  well  qual- 
ified. He  is  no  sensation  teacher — fond  of  show — puts  on 
none  of  the  airs  of  an  exquisite,  but  commends  himself  to  your 
favot  by  his  sound  judgment  aiul  sterling  common  sense.  He 
is  a  good  disciplinarian :  means  what  he  says,  and  his  school 
was  of  the  positive  character.  His  pupils  knew  whereof  they 
affirmed  j  eminently  thorough  and  exact. 

Many  scholars  were  absent  at  the  closing  examination. 
Some,  it  is  feared,  without  excuse.  It  is  discouraging  and 
disheartening  to  a  teacher.  Among  the  classes  that  had  done 
well,  your  committee  would  designate  one  in  Primary  G-eog- 

*Perfect  aleo  in  Winter,  2 
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raphy,  and  the  one  in  Analysis.  In  Mathematics,  tie  school 
appeared  best.  The  class  in  Greenleaf ' s  Arithmetic,  and  the 
one  in  Algebra,  carrying  off  the  honors.  At  the  close  of  the 
examination,  the  scholars,  through  one  of  their  number,  pre- 
sented their  teacher  with  a  beautiful  Bible,  as  a  token  of  their 
respect  and  esteem.  Mr.  Morse  feelingly  responded,  in  a  few 
well  chosen  words.  The  recollection  of  such  incidents  are 
always  pleasant. 

Parents  and  iriends  generally  manifested  much  interest  and 
satisfaction  with  the  school,  and  your  committee  cordially 
concur  in  awarding  to  teacher  and  taught  the  plaudit  of 
"  well  done." 

Perfect  in  attendance,  Barna  F.  Woodward,  George  E. 
Makepeace  and  Albert  D.  Woodward. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 
Prudential  Committee  -  James  Leonard. 
Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Julia  Bassett  of  Winslow,  Me* 
Miss  Bassett  came  to  us  a  stranger,  but  highly  recommended ; 
and  after  the  brief  acquaintance  afforded  us,  we  take  pleasure 
in  adding  our  testimony  to  her  many  good  qualities  as  a 
teacher. 

The  good  order  preserved  was  a  noticeable  feature  of  this 
school^  while  the  examination  gave  unmistakable  evidence  of 
diligent  study  and  thorough  training.  A  healthy  moral  influ- 
ence was  exerted,  and  a  lady-like  deportment  maintained  by 
the  teacher  in  her  intercourse  with  her  pupils. 

Perfect  in  attendance,  *C.  Angenette  Field,  *Alvira  Lin- 
coln, ^Harriet  M.  Lincoln  and  Mary  A.  Lincoln. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  J.  Calvin  Crane.  Mr.  Crane  is  so 
well  known  as  a  teacher,  that  we  need  only  express  in  general 
terms  our  gratification  at  the  result  of  his  labors  in  this 
school.  Especial  and  deserved  attention  was  given  to  Spelling 
and  Mathematics.  Five  members  of  the  school  did  not  mis- 
spell a  single  word  during  the  term,  and  several  others  failed 
only  once.  The  compositions  read,  and  the  original  hymn 
sung  at  the  close  of  the  school,  were  very  creditable  specimens 
of  "  brain  fruit." 

Some  of  the  samples  of  Penmanship  exhibited  were  un- 
usually good. 

The  most  friendly  relation  seemed  to  exist  between  teacher 
and  scholars ;  and  a  presentation  of  books  to  the  former  by 
one  of  the  misses  in  behalf  of  her  associates,  formed  a  pleas- 
ing incident  of  the  closing  exercises. 


*Perfeot  also  in  Winter- 


General  Review. 

The  thanks  of  District  No.  3,  are  due  to  Almond  D.  Hod- 
ges, Esq.,  of  Boston,  formerly  a  resident  of  this  town,  who, 
during  the  Summer  term,  presented  it  with  a  large  book  of 
elegant  Maps,  for  the  use  of  the  scholars  therein.  Also  to 
the  same  gentleman,  who  left  with  the  teacher  of  this  District, 
and  also  with  the  teacher  in  No.  7,  several  volumes  of  books, 
to  be  presented  by  them,  to  the  most  deserving  of  their 
pupils.  These  choice  gifts  are  by  no  means  the  first  tokens 
of  kind  remembrance,  with  which  this  gentleman  has  honored 
the  children  of  his  former  fellow-townsmen.  May  they  be 
carefully  preserved  by  the  fortunate  recipients,  as  mementos 
of  the  donor,  and  be  an  incentive  to  good  deeds  and  well 
chosen  benevolence.  , 

During  the  Fall,  the  citizens  in  District  No.  2,  erected  a 
beautiful  and  well  arranged  School  House.  Those  who  paid 
for  it,  deserve  great  credit  for  their  liberal  investment  for  so  1 
noble  a  purpose.  It  is  an  ornament  to  the  District,  and  an 
honor  to  the  town.  A  timely  blessing  to  the  present  genera- 
tion of  scholars ;  and,  it  is  hoped,  a  lasting  one  to  the  future. 
May  all  the  pupils  take  great  care  to. preserve  its  beauty  un- 
dimmed ;  and  by  regular  attendance  and  earnest  labor  therein, 
get  new  honors,  and  richer  blessings  to  themselves  !  The  ar- 
rangement for  heating  the  school  room  is  decidedly  the  best 
in  town.  Your  committee  commend  it  to  the  favorable  notice 
of  those  who  seek  improvement  in  this  direction.  The  "  Old 
School  House,"  fit  monument  of  the  genius  of  society  in  a  past 
generation,  deserves  a  passing  notice.  If  it  had  a  tongue, 
what  tales  it  could  tell  of  juvenile  strife  in  former  days.  Good 
bye,  with  all  your  chequered  associations  and  time  honored 
surroundings.    Good  bye  for  aye. 

It  is  often  urged  in  derogation  of  the  common  schools  of 
the  present  day,  that  "  they  are  not  as  good  as  they  were 
twenty  years  ago  ;  that  our  fathers  had  more  practical  knowl- 
edge, more  common  school  learning  than  our  children  have ; 
and  that  we  ought  to  go  back  to  first  principles ;  when  our 
schools  cost  less  money,  and  do  away  with  the  useless  and 
expensive  machinery  of  schools,  now  so  much  in  vogue."  It 
is  one  of  the  commonest  things  in  the  world,  for  all,  as  we 
advance  in  life,  to  regard  all  improvements  as  innovations. 
The  old  open  fire  place  in  cur  dwellings,  "  the  old  oaken 
bucket  "  hanging  in  our  wells,  and  the  old  rough  carpenters 
benches  that  graced  the  school  rooms  of  our  fathers,  look 
better  to  some,  than  the  modern  improvements  that  have 
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taken  their  places.  Yet,  we  cannot  be  young  again,  neither 
can  society  go  back  to  the  austere  days  of  onr  Pilgrim  fathers. 
Can  it  be  the  honest  wish  of  any  truly  wise  and  good  citi- 
zen, to  see  the  present  and  prospective  glory  of  our  common 
schools  dimmed  by  a  return  to  the  wants  and  weakness  of  a 
former  generation  ?  But  our  schools  cost  too  much.  Has 
tneir  cost  increased  more  than  everything  else  ?  Contrast, 
if  you  please,  the  expense  of  our  dwelling  houses,  our  man- 
ufacturing establishments,  our  larming  implements,  with 
those  of  twenty  years  ago.  Then,  the  wages  of  a  day  laborer 
were  seventy-five  cents  per  diem ;  now,  a  dollar  and  a  half. 
Then,  the  salary  of  your  minister  was  four  hundred  dollars, 
now,  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand.  A  lawyer  would  manage 
your  case  then,  for  ten  dollars;  now,  he  demands  fifty.  Ought 
the  cost  of  our  common  schools  to  be  an  exception  to  all  this  ? 
Again,  our  children  have  not  got  so  much  u  common  school  learn- 
ing" as  our  fathers  had.  Forty  years  ago,  the  boys  in  our 
Schools  studied  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic ;  and  the 
girls  reading  and  writing.  An  old  u  ciphering  manuscript  " 
would  answer  for  a  whole  school.  It  was  an  "  heir  loom," 
descending  from  generation  to  generatkm.  Now,  a  boy  is  a 
dunce  if  he  cannot  readily  cast  interest  at  thirteen ;  and  girls 
at  ten,  can  now  master  Colburn's  Mental,  a  book  then  never 
dreamed  of.  Young  ladies  in  the  common  walks  of  life  must 
now  study  all  the  solid  branches  of  learning,  and  many  of  the 
ornamental ;  and  boys  must  be  skilled  in  both,  if  they  would 
not  be  behind  their  compeers.  Is  it  not  in  the  recollection  of 
some  of  you,  fellow  citizens,  when  one  person  would  cast 
interest  on  notes  for  a  whole  neighborhood  ? 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  this  train  of  remark  further. 
Does  not  truth  say,  our  schools  are  improving  every  year  ?  The 
interest  of  our  fellow  citizens  in  them  is  unabated.  Indeed, 
there  is  a  growing  appreciation  of  their  intrinsic  value  and  ex- 
cellence. They  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be,  nor  what  they 
might  be.  They  would  be  far  more  useful  if  our  children  were 
hept  in  them  longer.  Parenfs  ought  not  to  sacrifice  the  dearest 
birthright  their  children  possess  on  the  altar  of  mammon.  It  is 
submitted,  whether  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom,  to  keep  our  children 
in  the  woods,  fields  and  workshops,  rather  than  in  the  school- 
room. The  priceless  wealth  of  mental  and  moral  culture,  be- 
queathed to  our  children,  is  far  more  valuable  than  any  pecun- 
iary legacy,  the  hard  hand  of  toil  can  bestow. 

Our  fellow  citizens  have  shown  true  wisdom  in  their  annual 
appropriations  of  money  for  our  common  schools — your  com- 
mittee hope  they  will  not  only  continue  to  do  so,  but  increase 
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them  from  year  to  year.  But  money  is  not  the  only  thing 
wanted  to  raise  their  condition.  It  is,  a  deeper  interest  on 
the  part  of  parents  in  their  management  and  success.  There 
should  "be  a  right  public  sentiment  in  reference  to  the  numerous 
and  annoying  evils  continually  creeping  into  our  schools.  They 
should  be  looked  after,  and  rooted  out.  Rude  and  improper 
conduct  on  the  part  of  scholars  should  be  put  down.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  parent  at  home  to  look  after,  and  govern  his 
child.  If  all  would  come  up  to  the  true  line  of  duty,  wayward 
and  rebellious  spirits  would  never  triumph.  A  healthy,  united 
public  sentiment  in  a  district,  makes  a  prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful school.  Divide  the  public  sentiment  j  «stllow  it  to  de- 
generate into  a  genuine  district  quarrel,  and  you  may  as  well 
move  your  school  house  into  Egypt.  Think  not,  fellow  citi- 
zens, that  the  best  school  committee  you  can  select,  nor  the 
best  teacher  that  dwells  in  the  land,  alone,  can  make  a  district 
school  what  it  ought  to  be. 

As  well  might  a  man  with  his  single  hand  attempt  to  stop 
the  moon  In  her  orbit,  as  for  a  handful  of  men  to  turn  back 
the  tide  of  public  sentiment.  In  unity  alone  is  strength  and 
sure  success. 

Pirents  and  friends  of  schools  should  visit  them.  Your  Com- 
mittee have  been  gratified  to  observe  the  interest  of  the  friends 
of  our  schools,  as  manifested  by  their  attendance  at  the  closing 
examination,  and  by  their  occasional  visits  of  them  during 
term  time.  This  gratification  was  mingled  with  regret,  be- 
cause so  few  fathers  came.  The  value  of  a  school  is  often 
measured  by  the  importance  its  patrons  attach  to  it.  Other 
things  being  equal,  it  is  a  universal  rule,  that  in  those  districts 
where  the  inhabitants  most  frequently  and  systematically  visit 
the  school,  there  the  best  schools  are  found.  Teachers  seek 
such  schools  to  keep ;  because  the  parental  influence  in  such 
districts  is  always  active  in  support  of  every  good  measure  to 
make  them  successful.  Parents  may  not  be  aware  of  the  in- 
fluence which  their  seeming  neglect  may  exert.  "  Every  act 
of  parents  which  shows  their  manifest  lack  of  interest  in  a 
school,  reaches  both  teacher  and  scholar,-"  and  casts  a  shadow 
of  discouragement  over  both,  often  culminating  in  absolute 
neglect  and  indifference.  And  why  should  it  not  be  so  ?  Does 
a  good  farmer  leave  the  care  of  his  fields  and  flocks  in  the 
charge  of  a  man  he  was  never  introduced  to,  and  perhaps  has 
never  seen?  Would  not  such  a  man  grow  indifferent,  just  in 
proportion  as  he  found  himself  neglected  and  left  alone  ?  How 
much  more  should  we  seek  to  encourrge  and  help,  by  our 
presence;  those  who  have  an  infinitely  higher  trust  in  charge ! 
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Teachers  should  seek  an  acquaintance  with  the  parents,  in  reler* 
ence  to  the  management  and  instruction  of  their  children.  On 
the  opening  of  a  school,  an  intimate  and  friendly  interchange 
of  feeling  should  be  sought  and  cherished.  It  could  not  but 
be  rich  in  results.  Teachers  would  be  more  likely  to  gain 
their  confidence  and  esteem,  thereby  securing  their  influence 
and  cooperation.  Would  not  difficulties  in  their  schools  be 
less  frequent,  and  when  they  did  come,  would  they  not  be 
more  easily  adjusted  ?  In  a  word,  a  systematic  visitation  of 
schools,  by  parents  and  their  friends,  and  teachers,  of  the 
parents  of  their  pupils,  judiciously  pursued,  would  greatly 
tend  to  the  cultivation  of  the  social  element  in  society,  and 
make  the  district  school  a  dearer  and  more  common  bond  of 
union  and  interest  to  all. 

Fellow  citizens : —  In  drawing  this  Report  to  a  close,  your 
committee  would  urge  upon  your  consideration  the  welfare 
of  our  common  schools.  Let  your  interest  in  them  be  in- 
creased rather  than  diminished,  They  are  the  choicest  vine 
of  New  England  soil;  and  although,  yet  some  unripe  fruit  may 
hang  among  its  clustering  branches,  we  trust  it  will  be  pruned 
and  cultivated,  till  richer  and  more  abundant  harvests  shall 
be  gathered.  Cherish  then  the  common  school.  It  is  the 
boast  of  our  land.  Hold  fast  to  that  boast.  What  more 
pleasing  evidence  of  our  country's  true  glory,  than  to  see 
it  dotted  here  and  there  with  village  school  houses,  and  the 
roads  leading  thereto,  thronged  with  happy  children  of  both 
sexes,  as  cheerily  they  trip  along  to  their  pleasant  duties. 
Plant  the  germ  of  truth  in  the  infant  understanding.  Sow 
the  seeds  of  instruction  in  your  daughter's  minds.  Teach 
your  sons  the  noble  deeds  of  the  wise  and  the  good,  who  have 
gone  before  them.  Nourish  this  precious  growth  in  them  all. 
It  will  flourish  when  your  grave  stones,  crumbled  into  dust, 
shall  mingle  with  the  dust  they  covered.  It  will  flourish  when 
the  overarching  heavens  shall  be  rolled  together  like  a  scroll, 
and  the  immortal  spirit  has  entered  upon  its  everlasting  re- 
ward. 

T.  T.  ROCKWOOD,  )  School  Commitee 
BENJ.  E.  SWEET,    V  of 
EDWIN  BARROWS.  )  Norton. 
Norton,  March  14,  1861. 
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3?  O  3ri  T 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

OF  THE 

Town  of  Norton,  for  the  Year  1860-61. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town 
'  of  Norton,  respectfully  submit  the  following  Report,  giv- 
ing the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  said  town  for  the  year 
ending  March  1,  1861,  except  for  town  officers,  which  is  up  to 
March  23,  1861: 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
For  Schools,        ...  - 
"  General  Expenses, 
"  County  Tax, 
"  State  Tax,  - 
"  Overlayings, 
"  Highway  Deficiency, 
«  School  District  Tax,  (District  No.  2), 
"  Overlay,       -  • 
"  School  District  No.  3, 
"  Overlay,  - 


Whole  amount  committed  to  Collector, 

Valuation  of  Town,  -  -  $816,700.00. 
Amount  of  tax  on  $1000,         -       -  5.00. 

Poll  Tax,   1.50. 

No.  of  Polls,  ....  443. 

EXPENSES  FOR  SCHOOLS. 
Paid  Mary  L.  Hartwell  for  teaching  7  weeks'  school, 


Summer  term,  District  No.  1,  $43.75 
"  Phebe  M.  Lincoln,  for  teaching  7  weeks'  school, 

Summer  term,  33.25 
.  "  James  D.  Thurber,  for  12  weeks'  teaching, 

Winter  term,  120.00 

"  Mary  K.  Alden,        "       "        «          "  63.00 

"  Thomas  Gooch,  for  wood  and  sawing  same,  26.50 

"  Lizzie  E.  Leonard,  for  teaching  10  weeks,  Sum- 
mer term,  District  No.  2,  55.00 


$1,500.00 
1,500.00 
1,272.74 
315.00 
160.26 
16.15 
1,000.00 
41.00 
180.00 
8.43 


$5,993.58 
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*•  Seabury  W.  Bo  wen,  11  weeks' do.  Winter  term,  110.00 

"  John  Harvey,  for  wood  and  sawing  same,  1859,  14.63 

"  William  Witherell,  Jr.  «  "  "  1860,  16.60 
u  John  Harvey,  chairman  building  committee,  for 

new  school  house,  District  No.  2,  966.00 

u  Lydia  S.  Carpenter,  teaching  1 1  weeks,  Summer 

term,  District  No.  3,  76.36 

"  Lydia  S.  Carpenter,  for  teaching  11  weeks  and 

3  days,  Winter  term,  75.40 

u  Phebe  M.  Lincoln,        do.           do.  58.00 

«  S.  L.  Lincoln,  for  wood  for  District  No.  3,  15.65 
"  James  Allen,  committee  for  paying  debts  of  Dis- 
trict No.  3,  166.48 
"  S.  L.  Lincoln,  for  repairs,  &c.,  3.38 

"  Luranah  H.  Copeland,  for  teaching  11  weeks, 

Summer  term,  District  No.  4,  98.00 

"  J.  C.  Meade,  teaching  12  weeks  in  Winter,  120.00 

"  A.  D.  Lane,  for  wood  and  sawing  same,  17.00 

"  Mary  W.  Perkins,  for  teaching  11  weeks,  Sum- 
mer term,  District  No.  5,  60.50 
"  C.  A.  Newcomb,  11  weeks'  teaching  in  Winter,  110.00 
"  J.  D.  Sweet,  for  wood  and  sawing  same,  13.00 
"  Stillman  Smith,  for  repairs  on  school  house,  6.49 

"  Eddy  Lincoln,  wood  for  District  No.  6,  7.87 
41  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  for  teaching  12  wee"ks, 

Summer  term,  District  No.  6,  57.00 

u  Lizzie  E.  Leonard,  do.  14  weeks,  Winter  term,  73.50 

"       «  "  13     "      Summer  term, 

District  No.  7,  61.75 
u  Charles  P.  Morse,  for  teaching  12  weeks,  Win- 
ter term,  102.00 
u  George  C.  Crane,  for  sawing  wood,  1859,  2.25 
"  A.  D.  Hunt,  wood  for  District  No.  7,  7.25 
"    "       "    Repairs  on  school  house,  1.26 

"  Julia  Bassett,  for  teaching  11  weeks,  Summer 

term,  District  No.  8,  52.25 

«  J.  C.  Crane,  for  12  weeks,  Winter  term,  90.00 

<l  James  Leonard,  for  wood,  District  No.  8,  6.50 


$2,730.61 

Amount  expended  for  school  houses,  1143.60 


Whole  amount  expended  for  support  of  schools,  1,587.01 


EXPENSES  OF  ALMS  HOUSE. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on 

Paupers,  $8.00 
"  J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  grain,  groceries,  clothing, 

seed  Ac,  314.59 

"  E.  C.  White,  for  a  plough,  8.00 

"  E.  C.White,  difference  for  a  cow,  10.00 
"  George  White,  Jr.,  for  a  new  cart  and  repairing 

sled,  16.50 

"  Wm.  Knowls,  for  butchering  hogs  and  cow,  1.55 

"  C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  meat  during  the  year,  92.91 

"  Wm.  T.  Britton,for  labor  on  farm,  61.75 
"  Moses  Hunt,  for  one   year's  services,  ending 

March  31st,  1861,  150.00 

"  Wm.  D.Witherell,  for  paying  for  sundry  articles,  4.98 

"  Augustus  Lane,  for  paying  for  sundry  articles,  3.75 

"     "          "      for  shingles  for  buildings,  5.00 

"  Pliny  P.  Hunt,  for  work  haying,  18.00 
"  J.  O.  Messenger,  for  paying  for  articles  for  Alms 

House,  22.74 

$717.77 

FUNERAL  EXPENSES. 
Paid  Philo  Washburn,  for  coffin  and  robe  for  Anne 

Mahewson,  $6.62 

"  Philo  Washburn,  for  coffin  and  robe  for  Alanson 

Sweet,  10.50 

"  Philo  Washburn,  for  coffin  and  robe  for  Benja- 
min Mahewson,  7.50 

"  Philo  Washburn,  for  coffin  and  robe  for  Asa 

Newcomb,  5.00 

"  Sanforth  Freeman,  for  digging  grave  for  A.  Sweet,  1.75 

u  Alvin  Smith,             u          u    A.  Newcomb,  1.50 

$32.87 

EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMS  HOUSE. 

Paid  for  clothing  for  Asa  Newcomb,  $3.00 

"  for  assistance  to  George  W.  White,  3.00 
"  Town  of  Raynham,for  assistance  to  E.  Tucker's 

family,  59.00 
"  sundry  persons  for  assistance  to  E.  Tucker's 

family,  16.05 

"  Linus  Bassett,  for  assistance  to  Barney  Field,  10.75 

u  Earl  W.  Stone,  for  supporting  Lucinda  Stone,  31.20 

"  Town  of  Taunton,  for  assistance  to  Polly  Tucker,  8.00 


$131.00 
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EXPENSES  OF  POOR  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Paid  fpr  assistance  to  G.   II.   Leonard,    Taunton,  $6.00 

u  Jason  White,  for  goods  furnished  G.  B.  Leonard,  "  16.00 
"  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on  G.  B. 

Leonard  and  family,  Taunton,  45.50 

"  J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  goods  for  Mrs.  Smith,  Easton,  3.00 
"  Dr,  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  of  J.  S. 

Washburn's  family,  Bridgewater,  4.50 
"  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on  Mrs. 

Pierce,  Mansfield,  5.00 
"  Albert  Skinner,  for  keeping  Mrs.  Mason  C. 

Pierce,  Mansfield,  17.00 
a  J.  S.  Drake,  for  goods  to  Cassandria  Leonard, 

Taunton,  2.50 
"  A.  C.  King,  for  assistance  to  C.  Murdock,  Mid- 

dleboro5,  '  2.50 


$102.00 

EXPENSES  OF  STATE  PAUPERS.  % 

Paid  sundry  persons  for  keeping  transient  paupers,  $12.62 
u  Augustus  Lane,  for  carrying  pauper  to  State 

Alms  House,  2.50 
"  Mrs.  Metcalf,  for  carrying  pauper  to  Reform  School,  6.00 


$21.12 

EXPENSES  FOR  REPAIR  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  Win.  D.  Witherell,  for  labor  and  paying  bills  on 

Winncconnet  woods  road,  $14.26 

«  Sumner  W.  Lincoln,  "         «       «         «  12.00 

"  Calvin  0.  Lincoln,    "         "       "         "  6.65 

*  Darius  B.  Field,       «        «       "        "  3.99 

«  Silas  W.  Lincoln,      «        "       «         «  2.85 

"  Benj.  M.  Stevens,      «        «     *  "        "  3.45 

»  Rathburn  Field,        «         «       «         "  2.85 

"  Jones  G.  Lincoln,     «         "       "         «  1.65 

"  Richard  Godfrey,      «         «       «        "  1.75 

«  Benj.  Lincoln,  '       "        "       «        "  1.00 

"  William  S.  Bolton,    «        "       "        "  .90 

«  Dean  K.  Leonard,    «        "       «        »  .75 

"  Silas  W.  Lincoln,  for  labor  on  bay  road,  7.00 
"  Wm.  D.  Witherell,  for  labor  on  bay  road  and 

paying  bill,  1.48 
V.  Oren  B.  W alker,  for  plank  for  bridges,  highway 

district  No.  2,  20.00 


180.58 
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INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 
Paid  G.  F.  Clark,  bv  a  vote  of  town,  for  writing  and 

publishing  History  of  Norton,  $100.00 

«  A.  D.  Bullock  &  Co.,  for  printing  reports,  54.50 
"  George  B.  Lincoln,  for  sheep  killed  by  dogs  in 

March  last,  9.00 
"  Sally  Woodward,  for  sheep  killed  by  dogs  in 

March  last,  and  in  Summer,  20.50 
M  George  R.  Leonard,  for  sheep  damaged  by  dogs 

in  Summer,  2.00 

"  Elbridge  G.  Keith,       "           «          "  3.00 

"  Josiah  Newcomb,         «            "          «  3.00 

"  Dr.  J.  W.  Stebbins,  for  vaccinating  poor  in  town,  5.00 

"  Win.  Knowls,  for  repairing  pound  wall,  2.63 

u  Z.  Macomber,  for  repairs  on  Town  House,  2.20 
"  Wm.  D.  Witherell,  for  paying  valuation  blanks 

and  stationery,  2.63 
u  Wm.  D.  Witherell,  for  horse  and  carriage  on 

town  business,  6.50 

u  Wm.  D.  Witherell,  for  paying  express  on  returns,  .25 

"                  "    guide  posts  and  boards,  6.80 
"  Augustus  Lane,  for  paying  postage  and  sundry 

small  bills,  1.93 
■u  Augustus  Lane,  for  paying  for  blank  books  and 

stationery,  1.51 

M  E.  H.  Bennett,  for  legal  services,  12.50 

"  Augustus  Lane,  for  guide  posts,  8.00 
"         "       a      for  horse  and  carriage  on  town 

business,  7.00 
"  J.  O.  Messinger,  for  horse  and  carriage  on  town 

business,  4.50 
*  J.  O.  Messinger,  for  paint,  putty,  glass  and  set- 
ting same,  3.86 
"  J.  O.  Messenger,  for  painting  guide  board,  3.16 
u  u  for  paying  repairs  on  Town  House,  1.75 
a  "  sundry  small  bills  for  town,  1.78 
u  Nathaniel  Freeman,  for  work  on  pound,  2.25 
"  G.  F.  Clark,  for  recording  births,  marriages  and 

deaths,  15.60 
u  G.  F.  Clark,  for  paying  express,  postage,  and 

small  bills,  2.58 

"  T.  T.  Eockwood,  salary  as  liquor  agent,  50.00 

"  "  for  paying  for  printing,  2.00 
"             u           for  paying  for  school  books  for 

poor  children,  3.69 


$340.11 
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EXPENSES  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS  FROM  APRIL  2d,  1860,  TO 


MARCH  23d,  1861. 

Paid  James  0.  Messenger,  for  taking  State  valuation,  $29.00 

"       "            "       for  assessing  taxes,  1860,  15.00 

"  a  "  for  taking  census  of  children,  2.00 
"       11            "       for  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor,  41.25 

"  William  D.  Wither  ell,  for  taking  State  valuation,  50.00 

"       "              u       for  assessing  taxes  for  1860,  15.00 

"       "              "       for  taking  census  of  children,  2.00 

*  "  "       for  services  as  Selectman 

and  Overseer  of  Poor,  26.25 

"  Augustus  Lane,  for  taking  State  valuation,  48.00 

"  "  "  for  assessing  taxes,  1860,  15.00 
"       "          "    for  school  taxes,  District  No.  2, 

and  District  No.  3,  6.00 

"  Augustus  Lane,  for  taking  census  of  children,  1.50 
"       a          11    for  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor,  36.00 
"  Timothy  Smith,  for  collecting  State,  County  and 

Town  taxes,  1860,  42.40 

"  T.Smith, for  collecting  school  district  tax,  No. 2,  9.26 

"       «             "                 «            «  No.  3,  1.68 

"       "      for  services  as  Constable,  7.00 

*  Hiram  Hodges,  "  "  4.50 
u  G.  F.  Clark,  for  services  as  Town  Treasurer,  30.00 


"  T.T.  Rockwood,  for  services  as  School  Committee,  25.00 

$406.84 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  orders  drawn  on  Town  Treasurer  during  the 


year,  and  liabilities  of  the  town,  March  23d,  1861. 

Orders  drawn  for  support  of  schools,  $1,587.01 

"       "     for  school  houses,  1,143.60 

«       "     for  support  of  Alms  House,  717.77 

*  "  for  funeral  expenses,  32.87 
"       "     for  support  of  Poor  out  of  Alms  House,  131.00 

«       "    for  support  of  Poor  of  other  towns,  102.00 

"       "     for  support  of  State  paupers,  21.12 

u       u     for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  80.58 

u       a     for  incidental  expenses,  340.12 

«       '«    for  town  officers,  406.84 

«     to  pay  State  tax,  315.00 

Paid  Calvin  Willis,  part  of  note,  601.04 

*  T.  Smith,  for  abatement  of  town  taxes,  1860,  26.50 

"       "      for  abatement;  school  district  No.  %  10.50 
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"  County  Treasurer,  county  tax,  1,272.74 
Amount  of  note  due  Calvin  Willis,  datedJanuary 

31st,  1860,  250.00 
Amount  due  E.  Barrows,  for  services  as  School 

Committee,  20.00 
Amount  due  B.  E.  Sweet,  for  services  as  School 

Committee,  22.00 

Amount  due  the  several  school  districts,  627.32 

Whole  amount  of  expenditures  and  debts,  $7,708.01 


AMOUNT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN, 
MARCH  25th,  1861. 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  March 

23d,  1860,  $751.55 
Received  from  William  D.  Witherell,  collector  of 

taxes,  1859,  9.88 

Received  from  State,  lor  support  of  C.  H.  Johnson,  230.00 

"    sundry  persons  for  dog  fines,  30.00 

u    sundry  persons  for  pedlars  licenses,  18.00 

"  "  State  school  fund,  82.00 
"       "    sales  from  Town  farm  and  board 

at  Alms  House,  120.83 

Received  from  sundry  persons  lor  dog  licenses,  99.00 
"       "    Nathan  Mayhew,  for  balance  due 

from  liquor  agent,  27.31 

Received  from  Circus  Co.,  6.00 
"       u    town  of  Easton,  for  assistance  to 

Mrs.  Smith,  3.00 
Received  from  town  of  Bridge  water,  for  assistance 

to  J.  S.  Washburn's  family,  4.50 
Received  from  town  of  Randolph,  for  assistance 

to  Dolly  West,  31.50 
Received  from  town  of  Taunton,  for  assistance  to 

Gilbert  B.  Leonard  and  family,  61.50 
Received  from  town  of  Taunton,  for  assistance  to 

Henry  G-.  Leonard,  6.00 
Received  from  town  of  Taunton,  for  assistance  to 

Cassandria  Leonard.  2.50 
Received  from  Timothy  Smith,  collector  of  taxes, 

1860  and  1861,  '  4,307.92 

Due  from  the  town  of  Mansfield,  22.00 

Due  from  sundry  persons  for  sales  from  farm,  56.50 

Due  for  arrears  of  taxes  in  the  hands  of  A.  L.  Pratt,  3  7.47 

u       «          "                "  Timothy  Smith,  412.92 
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Ami  of  liquor  in  hands  of  Agt.  March  23d,  1861,  40.0(7 

Value  of  11  town  maps,  6.60 

Amount  received  to  pay  Count}^  tax,  1,272.74 

To  balance  accounts,  68.29 


Total  amount  of  receipts  and  means,  $7,708.01 


AMOUNT  OF  STOCK  AT  TOWN  FARM,  MARCH  1st,  1861. 


One  yoke  of  Oxen, 
"        "  Steers, 
4  Cows, 
1  Horse, 

4  Hogs, 

5  Turkeys, 
14  Hens, 

English  Hay,  4  tons, 
Meadow  Hay,  3  tons, 
Stocks  &  Husks, 
Rye  Straw, 
Ox  Wagon, 


$100.00 
35.00 
100.00 
25.00! 
50.001 
5.00! 


Express  Wagon, 

Forward  Wheels  &  Hay  Reach,  5.00 
Farm  Wagon  &  4  old  Wheels,  5.00 
Ox  Cart, 
Covered  Wagon, 
Ox  &  Horse  Sled, 
Stone  Drag  &  Roller, 

4  Ploughs, 

Cultivator  &  Harrow, 
Hay  Cutter, 
Horse  Rake, 

2  Wheelbarrows, 

5  Shovels, 

3  Manure  Forks, 
7  Hay  Forks, 
5  Hoes  &  1  Iron  Rake, 

Balances,  Auger  &  Scraper, 
Iron  bar  &  Grain  Cradle, 
3  Chains, 

2  Wagon  Harnesses, 
Team  Harness,  3  Collars, 

3  Ox  Yokes  &  Bows, 
5  Rakes,  3  Scythe  Sticks  & 

Stub  Scythe, 
12  Bushels  of  Rye, 
23       "  Oats, 

4  "  Beans, 
25       "  Corn, 

9  Bags  &  5  Baskets, 
Nest  of  Measures, 
70  Bushels  of -Potatoes, 

1-2  Barrel  of  Soap, 

1       "  Pork, 

1  ,    "  Beef, 


100  Pounds  of  Ham,  12.00 

1  Barrel  of  Pickles,  2.00 

5  Wash  Tubs,  1.00 

7  Meat  Barrels,  2.00 
4  Cider  &  1  Molasses  Barrel,  1.00 

4  Axes  &  Hatchet,  2.00 

5.00!50  Pounds  of  Cheese,  6.00 

80.00  30       <:        Lard,  5.50 

30.00 1 15       "        Tallow,  1.50 

10.00  20  doz.  Candles,  2.50 

5.00  20  Pounds  of  Butter,  5.00 

40.00!  18  Pounds  of  Dried  Apples,  1.00 

10.00 |  6  Wooden  Pails,  1.00 

4  Stone  Pots,  1.50 

1  Churn,  2.00 
18  Tin  Pans  &  6  Tin  Plates,  4.50 

3"   Pails  &  4  two-quart  Tins,  1.00 

2  Seives,  .50 

5  Stoves  with  furniture,  20.00 
2  Lanterns,  .50 
5  Nappies,  .50 

18  Bowls  &  2  Platters,  1.50 

7  Boxes,  .50 

34  Plates,  1.00 

16  Cups  &  Saucers,  .50 

1  Clock,  1.50 

1  Clothes  Horse  &  1  Wagon 
Blanket,  2.00 

5  Tables  &  5  Trunks,  5.00 

2  Barrels  Skewers,  5.00 
11  Chests  &  5  Stands,        .  4.00 

4  Cases  Drawers  &  1  Desk,  2.00 

11  Straw  Beds,  5.50 
13  Feather  Beds,  50.00 

12  Bed  Steads  &  Cords,  6.00 
15  Comforters,  15.00 

6  Blankets,  3.00 
1  Coverlid,  1.50 

12  Bed  Quilts,  3.00 

40  Sheets  &  32  Pillow  Cases,  13.00 

23  Pillows  &  12  Bolsters,  8.00 

30  Chairs,  3.50 

4  Flat  Irons,  1.00 


30.00 

50.00 
7.00 
5.00 

14.00 
8.00 
4.00 
6.00 
4.00 
2.00 
3.00 
1.50 
2.50 
4.50 
1.00 
2.00 

12.00 
1.50 
4.00 


2.00 
12.00 
10.00 

6.00 
20.00 

2.00 
.25 
20.00 

1.50 
22.00 
14.00 


$964.25 
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Whole  amount  of  expenses  of  Alms  Hon  e 

drawn  from  town  treasury, 
Amount  paid  into  town  treasury  of  farm 

income, 

Amt.  for  going  to  24  funerals  with  hearse, 
Amt.  due  for  sales  from  farm, 
Amt,  for  keeping  75  transient  paupers 
during  the  year, 


$717.77 


$120.83 
24.00 
56.50 

50.00 


251.33 


Expenses  of  Town  poor  exclusive  of  income  of  farm,  $460.44 

Whole  number  admitted  to  Alms  House  during  the  year, 
12.   Average  number  during  the  year,  9 — 

Cost  for  one  pauper  during  year,  $52.00,  Cost  for  one 
pauper  for  one  week,  e:  elusive  of  income  from  farm,  $1.00. 

The  action  commenced  previous  to  our  last  report  by  the 
town  of  Randolph,  against  this  town,  for  the  support  of  O.  W. 
Vinton  and  family,  is  now  pending.  When  that  is  decided 
there  will  be  more  or  less  expense  for  the  town  whichever 
way  it  may  terminate. 

We  have  made  arrangements  to  erect  guide  boards  at  the 
different  corners  in  town,  where  thought  necessary. 


AUGUSTUS  LANE, 
,1.  (.).  MESSENGER, 
W.  D.  W1THERELL. 


Selectmen  and 
pverseers  of  Poor 
of  the  Town  of  Norton, 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  account  with  sundry  persons  : 

1861.  dr. 

To  a  note  due  Calvin  Willis,  given  Jan'y  31,  1861,  $250.00 

To  amt.  due  the  several  school  districts;  627.32 

To  amt.  due  the  School  Committee,  42.00 

$919.32 

1861.  CREDIT. 

Amount  ol  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  $275.54 

"    of  Town  maps,  6.60 

••    of  li  quor  in  the  hands  of  Agt.  Mch.  22d,  1 861,  40.00 

"    of  bills  against  sundry  persons,  56.50 

"    due  from  the  town  of  Mansfield,  22.00 
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By  arrears  of  taxes  in  the  hands  of  A.  L.  Pratt,  37.47 
"  «  T.  Smith,  412.92 


$851.03 

Amount  to  balance,  68.29 


919.32 

Town  debt.  1860,  $277.64 
Town  debt.  1861,    ■  $68.29 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  Selectmen,  and  found  them  correctly  kept  and  charges 
sustained  by  proper  vouchers. 

DANL.  S.  COBB,         >  r  ... 
ELKANAH  WOOD,  Jr.  $  uommlttee* 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF 


THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 


SELECTMEN 


or 


THE  TOWN  OF  NORTON, 


FOR  1861-6  2. 


TAUNTON: 

UNION  GAZETTE  AND  DEMOCRAT  OFFICE, 
TEMPLAR    HALL  BUILDING. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


Fellow  Citizens  : — Like  one  who  would  render  an  account  of  his 
stewardship  and  give  his  lord  some  knowledge  of  the  vineyard  he  has 
planted,  your  servants,  the  School  Committee,  appear  before  their  fel- 
low citizens  to  render  their  account  of  the  trust  committed  to  their 
care — a  trust  more  precious  than  any  the  town  holds  in  fee,  or  over 
Avhich  it  exercises  a  common  control.- 

Assembled  in  town  meeting,  on  the  threshold  of  anothGr  municipal 
year,  to  hear  reports  of  the  doings  of  the  past  and  to  devise  measures 
and  assume  responsibilities  for  the  new  one,  they  flatter  themselves, 
that,  in  the  report  of  our  common  schools,  you  will  find  results  commen- 
surate with  their  importance  and  the  fostering  care  you  have  so  kindly 
bestowed  on  them. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  past  year,  your  committee  find  more  than  ordi- 
nary reasons  for  congratulating  the  town  on  the  happy  evidence  of  in- 
creasing earnestness,  to  make  them  practically  and  permanently  useful. 
No  elements  of  variance  or  strife  in  any  part  of  the  town,  or  with  any 
scholar,  have  come  to  their  knowledge  to  mar  the  peace  of  districts  or 
hinder  the  prosperity  of  schools. 

The  success  of  the  Summer  Schools  was  more  marked  and  decided 
than  any  in  the  recollection  of  your  committee.  Most  of  the  teachers 
had  large  experience  in  their  profession  and  they  executed  the  duties 
devolved  upon  them  with  commendable  zeal  and  ability.  The  pupils 
seemed  happy  in  their  toil  and  pleased  with  the  progress  made  in  their 
studies,  and  the  faces  of  parents  and  friends  wore  an  unwonted  gladness 
on  examination-day.  Of  the  Winter  Schools  we  cannot  report  so  favor- 
ably. Although  there  were  some  as  good  schools  as  any  in  summer, 
yet,  partly  because  a  majority  of  the  teachers  employed  had  less  expe- 
rience, and  for  other  reasons,  they  did  not  attain  to  the  general  excel- 
lence of  the  summer. 


4 


The  "  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  several  public  schools" 
may  be  often  interesting  to  our  fellow  citizens ;  but,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  it  must  be  made  up  principally  of  criticisms,  favorable  or  unfavorable, 
upon  the  teacher  employed,  or  upon  the  school  he  has  had  in  charge. 
To  make  a  wise  and  just  discrimination  between  one  teacher  and  anoth- 
er, and  between  one  school  and  another,  and  do  justice  to  all,  is  a  difficult 
and  delicate  duty. 

It  seems  sometimes  almost  wrong  to  make  reference  to  the  character 
of  teachers  by  instituting  comparisons.  "While  there  can  be  no  weighty 
objection  to  pointing  out  the  faults,  as  well  as  the  excellencies  of  schools, 
there  are  obvious  objections  to  pointing  out  the  faults  and  short-comings 
of  individual  teachers.  It  may  injure  them  personally  and  hinder  their 
usefulness;  and  it  ought  not  to  be  done,  unless  the  defects  are  such,  that 
the  individual  should  be  discarded  altogether  as  a  teacher.  The  Report 
leaves  none  in  doubt  as  to  who  are  the  best  teachers,  and  the  deficiencies 
of  others  may  be  passed  in  silence. 

They  reserve  under  the  general  head  of  "  statements  and  suggestions" 
such  observations  upon  the  excellencies  or  defects  in  teaching,  or  in 
schools  as  have  been  brought  to  their  notice,  leaving  each  teacher  and 
school  to  select  such  portions  as  apply  particularly  to  themselves. 

With  these  incidental  observations,  they  will  first  address  themselves 
to  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  each  school,  and  then  occupy 
your  attention  chiefly  with  "  such  statements  and  suggestions  in  relation 
to  the  several  public  schools,  as  the  committee  deem  necessary  or  proper 
to  promote  the  interests  thereof." 


DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — HIRAM  AVETHERELL. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Narcissa  T.  Ohace,of  Berldey. — The  two 
departments  of  this  school  were  by  vote  of  the  district  united  under  one 
teacher,  the  object  being  to  increase  the  length  of  the  term.  The  school 
thus  formed,  numbered  sixty-one  scholars,  and  was  given  in  care  to  Miss 
Chace,  an  experienced  teacher,  whose  energy  seemed  to  be  only  stimu- 
lated to  increased  activity  by  the  difficulties  of  her  position.  She  was 
a  thorough  scholar  herself,  and  aimed  to  make  her  pupils  accurate  and 
intelligent  students.  The  order  was  good,  and  the  teacher  accomplished 
all  that  could  reasonably  be  expected  of  her;  but  we  think  that  a  school 
of  sixty,  or  even  fifty  scholars  of  different  ages,  and  necessarily  divided 
into  many  classes,  is  too  large  to  be  profitably  managed  by  one  teacher. 
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Winter  Term. — The  Higher  Department  was  taught  by  Marshall  S. 
Snow,  of  Exeter,  N.  H. — Mr.  Snow  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent  qualifi- 
cations for  the  position  he  here  occupied,  and  was  unwearied  in  his  efforts 
to  encourage  and  assist  his  scholars.  This  was  a  quiet,  pleasant  and 
profitable  school.  The  progress  made  in  the  different  branches  of 
study  was  very  decided  and  satisfactory.  Unusual  attention  was  given 
to  vocal  music,  the  routine  of  study  and  recitation  being  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  a  general  exercise  in  singing.  This  is  a  study  worthy  of 
more  attention  than  it  has  yet  received,  and  we  hope  the  time  is  not  dis- 
tant when  the  practice  of  singing  shall  become  more  general,  and  the 
elements  of  music  be  taught  in  all  our  schools. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — G.  Alonzo  Clark,  Willard  M.  Carpenter,  Thomas  B. 
Carpenter,  Jacob  A.  Leonard,  Oliver  White  and  Rosilla  Willis. 

Primary  Department. —  Teacher,  Harriet  N.  Barrows. — The  ener- 
gy of  Miss  Barrows  as  a  teacher,  her  method  of  instruction,  and  the 
general  good  order,  were  pleasing  characteristics  of  this  school.  She 
succeeded  in  interesting  her  pupils  in  the  branches  of  elementary  study 
which  they  attempted  to  learn,  and  in  adapting  her  instructions  to 
their  capacities.  The  school  room  seemed  a  place  of  pleasant  activity, 
and  the  industry  of  the  little  ones  well-directed.  Miss  Barrowrs  knows 
how  to  teach  small  children  the  art  of  singing,  and  we  were  much 
pleased  at  the  examination  with  the  short  songs  of  her  juvenile  choir. 
We  think  the  reputation  of  the  school  has  been  well  sustained. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Ada  F.  Tebbetts. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE  WILLIAM  WETHERELL,  JR. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Alice  G.  Lane. — This  was  Miss  Lane's 
first  attempt  to  teach  a  public  school  in  town.  The  adage  that  "  ex- 
tremes follow  extremes,"  has  been  somewhat  illustrated  in  this  district. 
In  the  forbidding  circumstances  of  Miss  Lane's  commencement  of  this 
school,  we  were  not  without  solicitude  as  to  what  results  she  might  be 
able  to  secure.  She  soon  brought  order  out  of  confusion,  and  her  suc- 
cess was  very  gratifying.  Full  of  activity  and  life,  hers  was  one  of  the 
best  schools  with  which  the  districthas  recently  been  favored.  Without 
making  undue  drafts  on  laudatory  epithets,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  so 
far  as  could  be  learned,  she  gave  satisfaction  to  the  scholars,  the  parents, 
and  most  certainly  to  the  committee.  Miss  Lane  is  finely  adapted  to 
this  school,  and  it  would  be  an  act  of  wisdom  in  the  district  to  re-en- 
gage her  services. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Lydoria  E.  Briggs.  Mary  A.  Lane.*  Angenette  K. 
Wilde.*  Chloe  E.  Wetherell,*  and  Edgar  A.  Pond. 

♦Perfect  also  in  Winter. 


6  . 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  of  Taunton. — This  was 
Mr.  Wilcox's  second  term  as  teacher.  Modest  and  unobtrusive,  by  his 
gentle  and  quiet  mien  he  acquired  a  pleasant  nearness  to  his  pupils, 
which  contributed  to  his  success.  He  appeared  desirous  to  discharge 
well  his  duty,  to  merit  the  approval  of  the  district,  and  please  his 
scholars.  More  experience  will  doubtless  improve  his  usefulness.  The 
order  was  better  than  the  average,  and  the  progress  in  study  quite  com- 
mendable ;  of  which  there  was  most  evidence  in  Orthography  and  Ge- 
ography. The  examination  was  interesting  and  satisfactory.  There 
were  a  very  large  number  of  visitors  present,  for  a  portion  of  whom, 
we  are  indebted  to  our  good  neighbor,  Attleboro'. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Edgar  A.  Perigo  and  George  L.  Wetherell. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — SENECA  L.  LINCOLN. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  M.  Ellen  Fuller,  of  Mansfield,  assisted  by 
Sarah  Hodges. — This  is  no^t  one  of  those  schools  which  "  any  body  can 
keep."  To  large  experience  should  be  added  untiring. industry,  perse- 
verance and  ability  to  govern.  Miss  Fuller  possessed  these  character- 
istics and  qualifications  in  a  good  degree.  She  appeared  desirous  of 
honoring  her  position,  and  of  securing  good  results  for  her  pupils.  Her 
school  prospered  well  under  her  faithful  instructions.  But  it  was  too 
short — only  seven  weeks.  At  the  very  time  when  progress  was  most 
rapid,  it  was  discontinued  for  want  of  funds.  Want  of  voice  from  some 
of  the  scholars,  injured  the  appearance  of  the  school.  Among  the  most 
marked  exhibitions  of  improvement,  were  some  classes  of  small  scholars 
in  Reading  and  those  in  Grammar  and  Analysis.  The  "  Scrap  Book" 
of  original  composition  deserves  honorable  mention. 

Miss  Hodges  applied  herself  to  her  work  as  if  determined  on  suc- 
cess. She  appeared  very  cheerful  and  happy  in  her  school,  loved  her 
pupils  and  devoted  her  whole  energies  to  her  calling.  The  flock  of  ju- 
veniles she  had  in  charge  merit  praise  for  their  kind  and  orderly  de- 
portment and  commendable  progress.  No  school  exhibits  so  large  a 
number  perfect  in  attendance. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Barney  Coyle,  John  Donelly,*  William  W.  Reed, 
Charles  Reed,  James  Smith,  Josiah  Woodward,  Hattie  Allen,  Margaret  Cos- 
grove,  Susan  Cosgrove,  Alice  McCaffrey,  Julia  McCaffrey,  Ellen  Galligan, 
Mary  A.  Gaffney,  Mary  E.  Gilroy,  Louisa  Horton,  Adelia  Reed,  Mary  Ann 
Smith,  Emily  A.  Tucker,  Mary  E.  Tucker,  Cynthia  L.  Woodward,  Phebe  A. 
Woodward  and  H.  Obera  Woodward. 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Mary  L.  Selee,  of  Mansfield,  assisted  by 
Phebe  M.  Lincoln. — Mrs.  Selee  was  well  known  as  a  good  disciplinarian 
and  successful  teacher  when  she  was  Miss  Hartwell.  We  think  her  a  bet- 
perfect  also  in  Winter. 
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ter  teacher  now.  She  has  unusual  administrative  abilities,  and  with  a 
seeming  ease  of  manner  kept  excellent  order.  She  labored  "  instant  in 
season  and  out  of  season/'  and  admitted  no  flimsy  excuses  for  imperfect 
lessons.  This  school  needs  a  continually  stimulating  influence  upon  many 
of  its  members,  to  keep  discipline  and  study  up  to  the  desired  point  of  excel- 
lence. At  the  examination,  the  pupils  gave  evidence  of  thoroughness  in 
study.  Very  decided  improvement  was  evinced  by  the  prompt  and  cor- 
rect responses  made  to  most  of  the  questions  propounded  in  the 
various  branches  of  study  pursued.  The  Reading  classes  exhibited 
pleasing  proofs  of  patient  and  successful  training.  In  Writing,  the  im- 
provement was  extra — the  best  in  town.  A  large  class  of  young  ladies 
read  original  compositions,  which  did  them  much  honor.  The  School 
Choir,  by  their  commendable  skill,  added  interest  and  variety  to  the 
exercises. 

Miss  Lincoln's  qualifications  for  the  position  she  has  so  often  held  in 
this  school,  need  no  praise  from  us.  The  transition  of  children  is  quite 
easy  from  the  primary  school  of  the  family  to  her  gentle  care.  She 
has  the  rare  gift  of  geniality,  which  enters  at  once  into  the  hearts  of 
children,  and  makes  them  feel  quite  at  home — as  if  they  were  talking 
with  and  learning  of  their  best  friend.  Her  little  ones  always  seem  to 
honor  and  respect  her,  and  always  make  good  progress  under  her  in- 
structions. The  district  will  find  it  difficult  to-obtain  more  able,  faithful 
and  conscientious  teachers. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — John  Galligan,  Barney  Leddy,  Annie  Chapman,  Ka- 
tie Leddy,  Alice  Perry  and  Nettie  Woodward. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — GEORGE  H.  ARNOLD. 

iV     1  '■  '      '  'Ail  >  i-i  'V 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Mary  E.  Walker,  of  Taunton. — Number 
Four  contains  a  large  number  of^small  scholars,  a  portion  of  whom  are 
accustomed  to  be  rather  irregular  in  attendance.  The  teacher  therefore 
labored  under  many  difficulties,  but  we  think  she  exhibited  skill  in 
teaching.  We  hope  that  this  habit  of  non-punctuality  will  be  corrected 
for  it  is  a  source  of  great  evil.  Scholars  that  are  only  "  now  and  then" 
present  have  but  little  interest  in  their  studies,  and  hence  can  make  but 
little  progress. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Robert  E.  JLane. 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Lucius  Z.  Carpenter,  of  Attleborough. — 
This  school  was  somewhat  smaller  this  term  than  usual.  We  are  aware 
that  the  labors  of  the  teacher  in  this  district  are  arduous  ;  that  it  is  no 
easy  task  to  manage  so  many  small  scholars.     Mr.  Carpenter  labored 
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earnestly  in  performing  the  duties  devolving  upon  him,  and  if  there  are 
some  scholars  who  have  not  made  the  progress  which  we  expected  to 
see,  it  is  not  owing  to  his  unfaithfulness. 

Youth  should  learn  to  depend  upon  themselves.  An  education  ac- 
quired by  hard  study  is  more  apt  to  be  a  permanent  and  valuable  acqui- 
sition, while  the  discipline  received  in  the  process  gives  stability  and 
character  to  the  individual. 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — HENRY  C.  PERRY. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Maria  Tohnan,  of  Sharon. — Miss  Tol- 
man  evidently  took  great  pains  with  the  pupils  of  her  charge,  and  her 
efforts  met  with  good  success.  Good  order  was  maintained  during  the 
term,  the  scholars  manifesting  an  interest  in  their  lessons,  and  laboring 
at  their  tasks  with  an  evident  desire  to  improve.  Singing  was  practiced 
this  term  with  much  pleasure  and  profit.  There  appeared  to  be  a  uni- 
formity of  progress  in  the  school. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Amanda  Hunt,  Eunice  M.  Hunt,*  Semantha  K. 
Sweet,*  Florence  A.  Perry,*  Adella  P.  Perry,*  Philo  F.  Leonard,*  and  Frank 
L.  B.  Smith.* 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Mary  K.  Alden,  of  Bridgewater. — Miss 
Alden  has  had  considerable  experience  in  teaching,  has  good  literary 
qualifications,  and  tact  to  communicate  instruction.  The  two  higher 
classes  in  Mathematics  appeared  unusually  well  at  the  examination,  and 
take  rank  with  the  best  in  other  districts.  A  manuscript  of  original 
compositions  was  interesting  and  unique.  The  teacher  made  a  very  fa- 
vorable report  of  the  progress  of  her  school  in  Orthography.  We  re- 
gret that  want  of  time  did  not  permit  us  to  hear  the  classes  in  this  branch 
of  study.  The  average  attendance  was  very  good.  Without  attempt- 
ing to  divide  responsibilities  among  the  parties  in  interest,  we  may  say 
we  failed  to  see  that  measure  of  general  success  we  had  hoped  for. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Eugene  Fuller,  Henry  N.  Fobes,  Edwin  F.  Leonard, 
Andrew  H.  Sweet,  Otis  J.  Sweet,  Orland  Tohnan,  Elmira  A.  Fobes,  Marion  J. 
Fobes,  Lynthia  A.  Francis  and  Maxilla  H.  Smith. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — DANIEL  LINCOLN. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Elizabeth  E.  Leonard. — Miss  Leonard  is 
peculiarly  fitted  for  teaching  ;  so  pleasant,  so  agreeable,  that  those  under 
her  care  cannot  but  love  and  respect  her.  She  discharged  the  duties 
devolved  upon  her  with  ability  and  success.    Order  was  a  commendable 

*Pert'ect  also  in  "Winter. 
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characteristic  of  this  school.  The  exercises  of  examination  day  were 
Listened  to  by  a  good  number  of  spectators,  who  manifested  considerable 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Mary  A.  Burt,  Mary  A.  Crosby,  Ella  J.  Foster,  Har- 
riet Leonard.  Georgiana  Spaulding,  Mary  J.  White,*  Eugene  M.  Burt,  S.  Lew- 
is Leonard,*  and  Lloyd  E.  White.* 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Elizabeth  E.  Leonard. — Tin's  &chool  is 
small  and  cannot  make  so  much  display  as  some  of  the  others  in  town. 
Thoroughness  and  accuracy  were  its  prevailing  characteristics. — 
The  teacher,  earnest  and  faithful,  felt  a  dee})  Interest  in  the 
success  of  her  school,  and  her  scholars  rewarded  her  by  applying 
themselves  diligently  to  the  lessons  before  them.  As  in  the  summer 
term,  good  order  was  easily  and  uniformly  maintained.  Boughs  ami 
wreaths  of  evergreen  profusely  decorated  the  school  itoni  at  the  exami- 
nation, which  added  a  new  pleasure,  while  the  intellectual  entertainment 
was  dispensed. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Ahbie  C.  Newcomb,  Lester  1).  Blandin,  IS.  Russell 
Lincoln,  Everett  R.  Leonard,  Nathaniel  II.  Wood,  and  Lewis  E.  White. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

PBUBESTTXAL  COMMITTEE — SAXEGKD  D.  AUSTIN. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Adelaide  E.  Austin. — Miss  Austin  has 
excellent  literary  qualifications  and  enjoys  a  good  reputation  as  a  teach- 
er* In  ready  sympathy  with  her  pupils,  exact  in  instruction  and  earn- 
est to  excel,  she  was  in  earnest  that  her  school  should  excel  also.  Her 
moral  influence  was  good  and  she  seemed  to  command  the  respect  of  all. 
Her  school  was  zealous-  for  knowledge  and  was  characterized  by  good 
order,  studiousness,  and  increasing  interest  from  the  commencement  to 
the  close  of  the  term.  It  made  good  progress  in  study.  This  was  em- 
phatically true  of  the  larger  scholars,  most  of  whom  attained  such  ac- 
curacy and  familiarity  with  the  subjects  to  which  they  gave  atten- 
tion as  did  great  honor  to  themselves  and  the  teacher.  At  the  examin- 
ation, the  best  exhibitions  of  progress  were  in  Reading,  Geography  and 
Algebra.  The  school  was  highly  praised  by  the  district,  and  your  com- 
mittee echo  a  most  cheerful  response. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Laura  J.  Hunt,*  Mary  T.  White,  Laura  F.  Make- 
peace, Ella  E.  Hill,  Frank  D.  Hunt,*  George  E.  Makepeace,*  Charles  N.  Crane 
and  Albert  D.  Woodward. 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Nathan  C.  Lothrop. — Mr.  Lothrop  has 
had  only  limited  experience  in  school-teaching.  He  is  an  earnest  and 
laborious  teacher  ;  zealous  to  instruct  and  put  his  pupils  ahead.  By 
precept  and  example  he  inculcated  much  moral  and  religious  instruction. 

♦Perfect  also  in  Winter. 
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Nearly  one-third  of  the  sehool  were  scholars  over  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  were  examples  for  the  smaller  ones  in  earnestness  and  advance- 
ment in  study.  If  more  of  these  latter  had  heeded  these  examples  and 
the  oft  repeated  admonitions  of  their  teacher,  they  would  have  been  more 
perfect  in  recitation  and  contributed  more  to  the  general  success.  This 
school  stands  high  in  literary  attainments.  It  excels  in  Orthography, 
Reading,  Arithmetic  and  Algebra.  In  the  last  two  branches  it  is  safe 
to  say  it  has  no  superior  in  town,  but  it  must  divide  the  honors 
with  Nos.  5  and  6.  It  took  great  delight  in  singing.  An  origi- 
nal piece  written  by  the  teacher,  was  sung  at  the  examination  with  fine 
effect.  This  school  is  a  good  specimen  of  what  scholars  can  do  who 
will  not  forsake  the  district  school  as  soon  as  they  have  passed  a  year  or 
two  into  the  dignity  of  the  "  teens."  The  winter  term  will  compare 
very  favorably  with  any  of  previous  years. 

At  the  close  of  the  examination,  one  of  the  young  ladies,  in  behalf 
of  the  pupils  presented  the  teacher  a  very  beautiful  Bible  as  a  token  of 
respect  and  esteem.  Mr.  Lothrop  happily  responded.  It  was  a 
pleasing  incident. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Josephine  C.  Austin,  Abby  E.  Makepeace.  Granville 
I).  Austin,  Sanford  W.  Hill  and  Charles  H.  Makepeace. 

DISTRICT   NO.  8. 

I'KUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — JAMES  LEONARD. 

Susimer  Term. —  Teacher,  Phebe  M.  Lincoln. — Miss  Lincoln  is  so 
well  known  as  a  teacher  and  has  been  already  so  favorably  noticed  in 
this  report,  that  we  need  not  here  speak  of  her  characteristics,  except 
in  general  terms,  and  to  say  that  we  consider  her  especially  well  fitted 
to  instruct  young  children.  The  school  was  quiet  and  orderly,  and  the 
relation  of  teacher  and  pupils  appeared  to  be  mutually  pleasant.  The 
classes  in  spelling  deserve  special  commendation,  while  a  good  share  of 
attention  was  given  to  vocal  music,  which  has  always  been  found  an  ele- 
ment of  success  whenever  introduced  into  our  schools. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Nettie  C.  Field,*  Hattie  M.  Lincoln,  Mary  S.  Lin- 
coln, and  Alvira  Lincoln.* 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  H.  F.  Howard,  of  Bridgewater. — This 
was  in  many  respects  an  excellent  school.  The  teacher  was  alive  to  his 
responsibilities  and  succeeded  in  interesting  the  scholars  in  their  studies. 
He  possessed  a  good  faculty  of  simplifying  difficulties  by  familiar  illus- 
trations. We  were  particularly  pleased  with  the  excellence  of  the 
reading  and  spelling  of  the  older  classes.    The  manner  of  spelling  by 


♦Perfect  also  in  Winter. 
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written  exercises  as  practiced  here,  has,  we  are  confident,  many  advan- 
tages over  the  oral  method,  and  we  should  be  glad  to  see  it  in  more  gen- 
eral use.  The  presence  of  a  goodly  number  of  the  parents  of  the  district 
at  the  final  examination,  though  the  day  was  very  stormy,  gave  evi- 
dence of  their  appreciative  interest  in  the  school. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Adelia  A.  Dean,  Eliza  Lincoln,  and  Mary  I).  Dean. 
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No.  days  School  kept.  - 

Whole  number  of  Scholars,  - 
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Average  Attendance  of  Scholars. 

Percentage  of  Attendance.  - 

No.  of  Scholars  not  tardy.  - 

No.  of  tardinesses,       »  - 

Teachers'  wages  per  month,  .... 

Amount  received  by  Teachers  as  pay,  - 

Unexpended  balance  due  each  District, 
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LENGTH  OF  SCHOOL  TERMS  AND  APPORTIONMENT 
OP  APPROPRIATIONS. 


It  now  remains  chiefly  to  make  "  such  statements  and  suggestions  in 
relation  to  the  several  public  schools,  as  the  Committee  deem  necessary, 
to  promote  the  interests  thereof." 

Your  Committee  beg  for  this  article,  a  careful  consideration.  By 
reference  to  Statistical  Table  No.  3,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  average 
length  of  all  the  schools  in  town  for  the  last  eight  years,  has  been 
23  7-10  weeks,  equal  to  5  9-10  months,  nearly:  the  average  wages  per 
month  paid  teachers  has  been  $25  97  :  the  average  number  of  chil- 
dren between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  395,  and  the  average  attendance 
of  all  ages,  310. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  the  prices  paid  teachers  have  not  va- 
ried materially  during  this  period.  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  some  conse- 
quence for  us  to  know,  if  we  can  hire  as  good  a  teacher  for  the  same  money 
now,  as  we  could  eight  years  ago  ?  Have  Ave  not  often  been  obliged  to 
forego  the  valuable  services  of  teachers,  whose  uniformly  good  success 
had  placed  them  in  the  front  rank,  because  we  had  less  of  the  means 
with  which  to  hire  them,  than  had  some  school  agent  in  a  neighboring 
town  ?  Are  not  the  qualifications  of  teachers  higher  now  than  form- 
erly ?  Are  they  not  .increasing  every  year  ?  What  was  excellent  in 
1854,  when  the  present  appropriation  was  fixed,  would  be  called  only 
mediocrity  now.  The  value  of  labor  has  advanced  in  every  department 
of  industry.  If  you  hire  a  teacher  adequate  to  the  higher  demands  of 
the  times,  the  same  amount  of  money  will  not  keep  so  long  a  school 
now  as  then,  by  at  least  10  per  cent.  What  then  is  the  consequence? 
You  must  submit  to  a  teacher  10  per  cent,  poorer,  be  10  per  cent,  more 
fortunate  in  obtaining  one,  shorten  your  schools  10  per  cent.,  or  raise  10 
per  cent,  more  money. 

Since  1847  the  town  has  divided  the  money  appropriated  for  schools, 
one  half  equally  among  the  eight  districts,  and  the  other  half  to  the  dis- 
tricts in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  therein,  between  5  and  15 
years  of  age.  Is  there  not  a  "  more  excellent  way"  of  dividing  it — one 
which,  on  trial,  may  be  found  more  just  to  the  wants  of  all  the  districts, 
and  more  satisfactory  than  the  present  ? 

Your  Committee  submit  that  a  sum  adequate  to  the  wants  of  each  dis- 
trict should  be  apportion  ed  to  each,  so  that  all  the  schools  shall  be  of  equal 
length.  In  other  words,  ascertain  what  part  of  the  sum  apportioned  for 
the  support  of  schools  is  necessary  and  adequate  to  the  wants  o  f  each  dis- 
trict, so  as  to  make  all  the  schools  in  town  of  equal  length,  and  divide 
the  money  in  that  proportion. 
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By  reference  to  Statistical  Table  No.  3,  before  referred  to,  it  will  be 
seen  that  during  the  eight  years  last  past,  there  has  been  considerable  dif- 
ference in  the  length  of  the  school  terms  in  the  several  districts.  Nos.  3, 
2  and  1,  have  had  the  shortest  terms,  and  Nos.  8,  4  and  7.  the  longest  ; 
these  shortest  three  schools  averaging  21  8-10  weeks,  and  the  longest 
three  25  7-10  weeks;  a  difference  of  3  9-10  weeks,  nearly,  per  annum, 
in  favor  of  the  last  three  named  schools. 

Again,  Nos.  8  mid  4,  with  an  average,  attendance  of  27  and  44  schol- 
ars respectively,  have  had  5  1-2  weeks  longer  term  time  every  year, 
during  the  last  eight  years  than  No.  3  has  had,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  04  scholars.  Nor  have  the  shortest  schools  paid  the  high- 
est wages.  No.  0,  with  an  average  attendance  of  20  scholars,  and  an 
average  term  time  of  23  weeks,  has  paid  the  lowest  wages,  ($22  55  per 
month,)  while  No.  4,  with  an  average  attendance  of  44  scholars,  and 
20  1-4  weeks'  term  time,  has  paid  the  highest,  ($31  15  per  month.)  No. 
3,  the  shortest  school,  lias  paid  $23  66  per  month.  No.  8,  one  of  the 
two  longest  schools  has  paid  $23  40  per  month. 

Nor  have  the  shorter  schools  employed  a  greater  proportion  of  male 
teachers.  No.  1  lias  employed  31  teachers,  of  whom  26  were  females  ; 
No.  2,  16  teachers,  of  whom  11  were  females;  No.  3,  29  teachers,  28 
females  ;  No.  4,  8  each,  males  and  females  ;  No.  5,  16  teachers,  9  fe- 
males ;  No.  G,  1G  teachers,  12  females  ;  Nos.  7  and  8,  each  16  teachers, 
7  males  and  9  females. 

From  the  table  before  referred  to,  and  from  the  comparisons  just  in- 
stituted, we  think  it  is  conclusively  shown  that  the  difference  in  the 
length  of  the  school  terms  has  not  been  owing  to  the  size  of  the  schools, 
nor  to  the  different  compensations  paid  teachers  in  the  different  districts, 
nor  because  all  the  short  schools  have  been  taught  by  male  teachers,  and 
all  the  long  schools  by  females.  It  is  owing  solely  and  only,  to  the 
present  plan  of  apportioning  the  money  among  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts. 

No.  4,  one  of  the  longest  schools  has  grown  to  be  the  second  in  size  in 
town.  The  whole  number  of  children  in  the  district  between  5  and  15 
on  the  first  day  of  May  last,  was  only  four  less  than  No.  1.  In  the 
School  Report  of  1854,  the  whole  number  in  the  district  is  44.  It  now 
numbers  78.  Though  the  per  centage  to  the  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars is  less  in  this  than  any  district  except  No.  1,  yet  by  this  growth  in 
j lumbers,  its  share  of  the  school  money  has  so  much  increased,  that  it 
has  been  able  to  employ  higher  priced  teachers  than  any  district  in 
town.  This  it  has  been  obliged  to  do  in  order  to  meet  with  any  tolera- 
ble degree  of  success  ;  yet  many,  if  not  most  of  these  high  priced  teach- 
ers have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  begging  the  unpaid  assistance 
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of  their  pupils  to  help  them  on  in  their  multiplied  and  onerous  duties. 
We  doubt  very  much  the  wisdom  of  this  plan  of  pupils  assisting  teachers, 
but  this  expedient  even,  cannot  much  longer  be  resorted  to  if  the  in- 
crease in  numbers  continues.  The  district  must  ere  long  hire  two 
teachers — summer  and  winter — and  when  this  comes  to  pass,  by  the  pres- 
ent method  of  apportioning  the  school  money,  the  school  terms  will, 
with  much  less  wages  paid  teachers,  be  reduced  to  about  the  length 
of  No.  3 — the  shortest  school  in  town. 

The  longest  schools  (when  not  too  large,  as  in  No.  4,)  having  suffi- 
cient funds  to  employ  the  best  teachers,  and  having  by  their  greater 
length,,  better  advantages,  would,  from  the  force  of  circumstances, 
make  a  better  improvement  of  them.  It  is  therefore,  no  just  ground 
of  praise,  that  Nos.  7  and  8,  for  example,  are  much  superior  to  No.  3 
in  literary  attainments.  It  is  a  legitimate  result,  growing  out  of  the  dif- 
ference in  the  length  of  the  school  terms. 

Let  us  take  a  single  glance  from  another  stand-point.  Those  districts 
which  have  the  largest  number  of  scholars,  pay  the  largest  proportion  of 
the  school  tax.  No.  1  pays  to  this  tax,  a  great  deal  more  than  it  re- 
ceives back  again.  It  is  the  largest  school  in  town,  and  one  of  the 
three  which  has  had  the  shortest  schools, — 22  5-8  weeks  per  annum. — 
This  district  has,  during  the  past  eight  years,  been  paying  more  than 
money  enough  to  support  the  school  which  its  own  children  attend,  30 
weeks  every  year.  During  this  time  two  of  the  three  smallest  districts 
have  had  the  longest  schools. 

Now,  if  the  larger  districts,  which  pay  so  large  a  part  of  the  school 
tax,  are  desirous  of  having  longer  schools  for  their  children,  and  are  not 
only  actually  paying  for  them,  but  (as  in  No.  1  certainly)  for  other  dis- 
tricts also,  it  seems  no  more  than  fair  to  allow  them  to  do  so.  We  are 
decidedly  opposed,  as  is  the  town,  to  making  the  valuation  any  basis  of 
division  of  the  school  money,  yet  from  the  seeming  equity  of  the  case,  it 
may  be  an  element  of  consideration. 

Once  more — The  law  requires  that  "in  every  town  there  shall  be  kept, 
for  at  least  six  months  in  each  year  at  the  expense  of  said  town,  a  suffi- 
ent  number  of  schools  for  the  education  of  all  the  children  who  may  legal- 
ly attend  school  therein^  And  it  also  declares  that  "  a  town  which  refuses 
or  neglects  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools  as  required  by  this 
chapter,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  twice  the  highest  sum  ever  before 
raised  for  the  support  of  schools,"  and  that  "  three-fourths  of  this  forfeit- 
ure shall  be  paid  to  the  school  committee  or  selectmen  for  the  support 
of  the  schools  of  such  town  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  reg- 
ularly raised  by  the  town  for  that  purpose.* 

This  law,  then  specially  enacts  that  for  at  least  six  months,  or  24 

•General  Statutes,  Chap.  88,  Sec.  1.  14,  15. 
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weeks  in  each  year,  the  town  shall  provide  schools  for  all  the  children 
who  may  legally  attend  therein.  Not  that  the  town  shall  appropriate  a 
sufficient  sum  of  money  to  keep  all  its  schools  an  average  of  six  months 
per  annum,  but  that  it  shall  apportion  or  divide  to  each  district  such  a 
sum  as  will  enable  it  to  maintain  a  school  at  least  six  months  in  each 
year. 

Under  the  present  district  system  of  the  town,  if  you  do  not  give  to 
each  district  this  sufficient  sum,  how  can  you  satisfy  the  demands  of  this 
law,  which  obliges  you  to  keep  a  school  6  months  or  24  weeks  per  year 
for  "  all  the  children  who  may  legally  attend  school  therein  ?" 

Your  Committee  feel  a  duty,  a  responsibility  and  an  anxiety  in  plead- 
ing for  the  best  general  welfare  of  all  the  schools  without  partiality  to 
any  ;  they  believe  that  the  money  raised  by  the  town  for  schools  is 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  children  in  town  as  this  law  evidently  con- 
templates ,  and  they  would  fain  believe  that  the  town  is  always  ready  to 
divide  its  appropriation  for  schools  among  the  several  school  districts  in 
such  manner  as  will  give  to  all  the  children  in  town  equal  and  just  advan- 
tages of  education.  If  the  town  shall  conclude  to  make  a  change  in  the 
division  of  the  school  money,  they  respectfully  submit  for  your  consider- 
ation that  all  the  schools  in  town,  should,  under  sufficient,  necessary  and 
suitable  teachers  be  of  equal  length  in  all  the  districts.  They  beg  to  sug- 
gest for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  two  plans  of  apportioning 
the  school  money  among  the  several  school  districts  as  follows,  viz : — 

1st.  Assume  for  example  that  the  town  appropriates  for  schools  the 
average  sum  of  the  last  eight  years.  Then  for  each  district  calculate 
the  cost  of  its  school,  5  9-10  months,  (the  average  time  all  the  schools 
have  kept,)  at  the  average  price  per  month  it  has  paid  its  teachers  for  the 
above  time  found  in  Table  No.  3.  Add  thereto  its  cost  of  fuel  found  in 
the  same  table.  This  plan  would  give  No.  1,  $310  64;  No.  2,  $180 
63  ;  No  3,  $271  44 ;  No.  4,  $199  20  ;  No.  5,  $187  31  ;  No.  6,  $141  91; 
No.  7,  $151  83  ;  No.  8,  $149  73— amounting  to  $1592  69,  the  average 
appropriation  for  the  last  eight  years. 

Whenever  No.  4,  or  any  other  district  shall  need  an  additional  teach- 
er, as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  let  all  the  schools  be  shortened  to 
meet  the  additional  expense. 

We  state  the  same  plan  in  another  form  for  practical  illustration. — 
Divide  the  sum  the  town  appropriates  for  schools  by  the  average  wages 
per  month  paid  all  the  teachers  for  the  last  eight  years,  found  in  Table 
No.  3.*  This  will  give  the  uniform  time  in  months  all  the  schools  can 
keep  in  a  given  year.  Then,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  much  money 
any  given  district  will  receive,  multiply  the  average  price  per  month  it 

♦Allowing  to  Nos.  1  and  3  two  teachers  each  term,  and  to  all  other  districts,  one,  the 
average  price  per  month  paid  all  the  teachers  for  the  last  eight  years  ie  $250  33. 
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has  paid  its  teachers  for  the  last  eight  years  (found  in  table  above  men- 
tioned,) by  this  time  in  months,  and  add  to  this  product  the  district's  cost 
of  fuel.  This  will  give  the  amount  of  school  money  to  which  such  dis- 
trict will  be  entitled. 

2d.  Let  the  town  choose  a  committee,  say  of  nine,  one  at  large  and 
and  one  from  each  of  the  school  districts,  to  determine  what  part  of  the 
sum  appropriated  for  the  support  of  schools  is  suitable,  necessary  and 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  each  district,  so  as  to  make  all  the  schools  of 
equal  length,  and  divide  the  money  in  that  proportion. 

SCHOOL  FURNITURE  AND  FIXTURES. 

Several  of  our  school  rooms  are  furnished  with  valuable  Maps — some  by 
the  district,  and  others  by  private  munificence.  They  are  a  very  useful 
accompaniment  to  the  text  books  in  the  study  of  Geography  ; — one  of 
the  almost  indispensable  helps,  which  a  scholar  engaged  in  this  study 
should  use  every  day.  It  is  very  desirable  that  some  good  maps  should 
grace  the  walls  of  all  our  school  rooms. 

Globes. — The  time  employed  in  giving  the  pupil  just  and  definite 
ideas  of  the  form  of  the  earth,  of  latitude  and  longitude,  of  the  locality 
of  different  places,  of  the  relations  of  different  parts  of  the  earth  to  each 
other,  and  many  other  items  of  interest  and  use,  would  be  but  half  con- 
sumed, if  the  subject  were  presented  before  the  mind,  by  the  use  of  a 
Terrestrial  Globe.  Also,  many  an  otherwise  hidden  principle  in  Arith- 
metic might  be  brought  into  the  clear  field  of  vision,  by  the  use  of 
a  few  simple  Geometrical  Blocks.  Neither  of  these  would  cost  much. 
They  are  a  desiderata  for  every  school  room. 

The  Black  Boards  in  some  of  the  school  rooms,  need  re-smoothing 
and  re-painting.  In  some  others  they  are  too  small — inadequate  to  the 
necessities  of  the  school.  "  The  black  board  is  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant items  in  the  furniture  of  a  school  room,  of  use,  not  only  in  the  study 
of  arithmetic,  but  also  of  geography,  of  spelling,  of  grammar,  of  writing 
and  drawing,  and,  by  supplying  an  agreeable  relief  from  the  confine- 
ment of  the  desks,  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  discipline  of  the  school." 

"  Suitable  Cards  or  Tablets*  may,  with  great  advantage,  and  at  very 
light  expense,  be  introduced  into  our  school  houses  as  a  part  of  their 
appropriate  furniture ; — especially  such  as  illustrate  an  analysis  of  the 
sounds  of  letters  and  orthography,  and  the  forms  of  letters  and  figures, 
those  exhibiting  the  Roman  numerals,  and  marks  of  punctuation,  and 
some,  presenting  copies  for  drawing,  and  a  few  containing  good  moral 
precepts,  as  rules  of  life  and  character.    The  cost  is  trifling :  they  con- 

*  Sargent's  Standard  Charts,— six  in  number,  22  by  28  inches,  mounted  on  three  cards, 
at  $1  50  per  set.  Philbrick's  Primary  School  Tablets ;  twenty  Tablets  mounted  on  ten  cards. 
21  by  27  inches,  price  $5  00  per  sett. 
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tribute  to  the  ornamentation  of  the  school  room,  and  are  really  very  use- 
ful aids  in  instruction."* 

*  The  thorough  ventilation  of  the  school  room  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  safety  and  success  of  a  school.  Is  it  not  unwise  to  shut  up  chil- 
dren in  a  close  school  room,  where  no  outlet  exists  for  the  escape  of  the 
impure  atmosphere  ?  It  soon  becomes  unhealthy,  unfit  to  breathe,  and 
the  brain  gets  weary  in  the  labor  of  study.  Children  are  in  danger  of 
taking  cold  in  the  sudden  transition  from  the  heated,  stifled  air  of  the 
school  room,  to  the  cold  air  outside.  There  is  much  occasion  for  the 
attention  of  the  teacher  to  this  matter  ;  to  say  nothing  of  proper  "arrange- 
ments," which  all  school  rooms  should  have,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
so  desirable  an  object. 

COMMON  SCHOOLS  A  NECESSITY. 

Our  forefathers,  in  their  deep  poverty,  looked  with  stern  disfavor  on 
any  waste  of  time  and  money  in  frivolous  acquisitions  for  their  chil- 
dren. They  allowed  no  unnecessary  expenditures  in  their  body  politic. 
Yet,  within  fifteen  years  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth, 
they  established  the  Common  School  in  the  then  town  of  Boston. — 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  it  has  been  sustained  throughout  this 
Commonwealth,  with  a  growing  appreciation  of  its  worth  and  impor- 
tance. Since  that  period,  it  has  gathered  around  it  many  pleasant 
memories,  many  time -honored  associations.  It  has  ennobled  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  seated  side  by  side  on  the  same 
bench,  and  distributed  impartially  to  all,  its  choicest  gifts. 

The  Common  School  is  the  great  university  of  the  people.  From  it 
graduates  go  out  year  by  year,  to  fill  places  of  honor,  trust  and 
profit.  It  has  always  been  liberally  patronised  by  the  masses.  It  is 
made  a  necessity  in  law,  and  by  the  unanimous  verdict  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  equally  as  binding  upon  the  town  as  its  care  of  the  poor,  choos- 
ing town  officers,  or  paying  town  taxes. 

It  is  not  only  from  the  highest  type  of  intellect,  but  also  from  the 
the  mind  of  the  humble  school  boy,  reared  and  educated  in  the  common 
school,  that  new  rays  of  light  often  beam.  It  is  true,  there  are  giant  in- 
tellects in  the  land,  men  of  great  moral  and  intellectual  worth,  whose 
more  valuable  literary  acquisitions  were  obtained  out  of  the  range  of 
common  school  education  : — giant  thinkers, — who  have  thought  out  and 
"  set  in  order,"  before  their  mind's  eye,  many  inventions  ;  but  these 
could  never  have  acquired  their  present  fame,  without  the  aid  of  the 
practical  men  to  co-operate  in  developing  them,  which  the  common 
school  furnishes. 

To  some  minds,  it  may  seem  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  teaching  of 

^Extracts  irom  Taunton  School  Report,  1861-62. 
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the  fireside  and  the  common  school  can  so  far  form  the  character,  as, 
reaching  forward  into  subsequent  life  to  make  the  coming  man.  It 
may  also  seem  equally  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  chrysalis  changes 
into  the  honey-bee,  or  the  monarch  of  the  forest  grows  from  the  tiny 
acorn.  All  is  the  work  of  an  invisible  agency,  alike  sure  and  legiti- 
mate in  results,  common  and  known  to  all.  Realizing  then,  that  in  a 
great  degree,  the  hidden  elements  of  character  of  our  youth  are  devel- 
oped and  fashioned  in  the  common  school,  is  not  necessity  laid  upon  us 
to  guard  well  its  precious  interests  ? 

Common  schools  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree  of  ignorance. 
Shall  <k  we,  the  people,"  who  wield  the  axe  "  spare  that  tree"  to  grow 
a  crop  of  poverty  and  degradation  ?  A  celebrated  writer  has  said  that, 
"  there  is  only  one  case  in  which  ignorance  is  desirable,  and  that  is, 
where  all  is  desperate  in  a  state,  and  when,  through  the  present  evils, 
others  still  greater  appear  behind.  Then  stupidity  is  a  blessing,  and 
knowledge  and  foresight  evils."  Then  only,  ignorance  is  bliss.  If 
then,  ignorance  is  the  principal  obstruction  which  hides  our  common 
future  from  view,  and  hinders  our  making  due  preparation  to  meet  it, 
how  ouorht  the  common  school,  which  more  than  any  other  human  in- 
strumentality, lifts  the  veil  of  ignorance  from  our  children's  minds,  be 
sustained,  supported  and  encouraged  ? 

Again,  a  true  comprehension  of  the  future  of  our  children,  will  make 
us  truly  wise  for  them  ;  but,  if  we  can  see  nothing  beyond  immediate 
profit  and  advantage  in  what  we.  do,  will  not  the  consequences 
of  our  unwise  and  narrow  policy  redound  with  dishonor  on  ourselves, 
and  on  our  children  ?  This  view  of  the  subject  has  a  peculiar  and 
marked  significance,  in  our  application  of  means  to  ends — of  means  for 
the  support  of  our  schools,  as  -a  paramount  necessity  and  duty  :  a  neces- 
sity and  a  duty,  rising  above,  and  overcrowning  every  other  public  and 
municipal  interest  and  obligation. 

On  the  success  of  the  common  school,  depends  in  a  good  degree,  the 
welfare  of  your  child.  In  them  he  unlocks  the  elements  of  his  genius  : 
in  them  is  a  broad  and  inviting  field,  where  he  can  contend  for  the 
mastery,  reach  the  goal,  and  win  the  prize  :  where  neither  wealth,  nor 
parentage,  nor  ancestry  avail  anything :  but  where  talent,  honesty  and 
industry  are  the  true  tests  :  and  which,  when  combined,  constitute  the 
sure  elements  of  success.  There  is  no  aristocracy  in  the  common 
school,  but  that  of  integrity,  intellect  and  labor.  The  world  is  fast 
finding  out  that  ignorance  is  an  undesirable  commodity  in  any  commu- 
nity ;  that  the  common  school  makes  it  scarce  and  valueless  in  market, 
and  that  failure  of  success  in  the  various  callings  in  life,  is  most  fre- 
quently, if  not  almost  always,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  intelligence 
and  tact,  which  education  only  can  confer. 
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ARDINESS  AND  IRREGULAR  ATTENDANCE. 

By  reference  to  Tables  No.  2  and  3,  it  will  be  observed  that  in  the 
Summer  380  children  attended  our  schools  ;  average  attendance  284  ; 
leaving  96  absent  every  day.  In  Winter  415  children  attended  ;  average 
attendance  356;  leaving  59  absent  every  day.  Average  absence  both 
summer  and  winter  terms,  or  for  the  whole  year,  77. 

Again,  the  Assessors'  returns  show  397  children  between  the  ages  of 
5  and  15  on  the  first  day  of  May  last.  Deducting  from  the  school  reg- 
isters those  who  attended  under  5,  and  over  15  years  of  age,  and  com- 
paring, you  will  notice  that  there  have  been  the  past  year  73  children  be- 
tween 5  and  15  years  of  age,  who  have  not  attended  school  at  all. — 
Add  to  these  the  absentees  among  those  who  have  attended,  and  the 
number  is  swollen  to  150.  The  non-attendance  is  generally  among  the 
most  needy  class  of  children.  Parents,  friends,  is  not  this  an  undesira- 
ble and  wrong  state  of  things  ?  Is  it  not  a  waste  of  money  and  privi- 
leges, and  a  serious  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  those  who  attend  regularly 
and  punctually  ?    Bad  as  it  is,  it  is  not  worse  for  such,  than  tardiness. 

Tardiness  is  sufficient  to  sap  the  thrift  of  any  school.  Our  schools 
are  year  by  year  crippled  more  or  less  from  this  cause.  Progress  in 
study  should  have  no  halting  gait,  no  hindrance  in  term  time.  A 
child's  attainments  in  knowledge  may  be  compared  to  a  ladder.  He 
mounts  step  by  step.  Every  tardiness  or  imperfect  lesson,  or  "  lesson 
skipped,"  withdraws  a  round  from  the  ladder,  and  makes  the  ascent 
more  difficult,  while  multiplied  withdrawals  increase  the  space  beyond 
the  capacity  of  his  stride,  and  advancement  ceases.  Late  at  the  post  of 
labor,  in  the  labor  itself,  he  is  never  seasonable,  and  it  is  seldom  well 
done. 

Turn  now  to  the  teacher's  situation  a  moment.  He  has  a  dozen  in 
his  class  in  arithmetic,  one  is  absent  at  the  morning  recitation,  who  does 
not  quite  understand  some  new  principle  the  lesson  involves.  He  stops 
the  recitation  to  explain  to  him, — for  he  cannot  go  on  to  the  next  one 
successfully,  while  he  is  ignorant  of  this.  Soon  another  absentee  enters 
in  like  manner,  and  the  like  consequences  ensue  ;  and  to  complete  the 
illustration,  instead  of  having  one  class  of  twelve  scholars,  he  has  twelve 
classes  of  one  scholar. 

A  single  illustration  more  shall  suffice.  A  parent,  from  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  requests  his  boy  to  be  dismissed  before  the  close  of  the  school, 
of  one  or  two  afternoons.  Straightway  "  Young  America,"  who  is  no 
respecter  of  persons,  goes  into  the  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
soon  acquires  the  habit  of  asking  to  be  dismissed  before  the  close  of 
school,  ostensibly,  because  his  services  are  wanted  at  home,  but  really  to 
make  topographical  surveys  of  wood  lots  and  mowing  fields  on  the  way. 
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What  practices  do  these  habits  engender  ?  Let  parents  and  guardians 
consider  well.  Ought  they  to  be  so  busy  or  easy,  as  not  to  know  where 
their  children  are  and  what  they  do  ?  Is  this  not  a  sad  way  of  demor- 
alizing youth  ?  Would  it  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  best  interest  of  a 
school,  and  to  those  who  are  punctual,  if  these  disturbers  of  its  peace, 
and  destroyers  of  its  prosperity,  should  be  cut  off  from  its  privileges  ? — 
In  some  towns  in  the  State,  after  proper  admonition,  this  has  been  done. 
Can  any  remedy  be  devised  for  us  ?  Of  how  many  schools,  may  it  be 
safe  to  affirm,  that,  on  account  of  tardiness  and  absence,  one-third  of 
their  utility  is  utterly  wasted  ?  Work  is  interrupted,  progress  retarded, 
the  standard  of  attainment  lowered,  and  the  faithful  teacher  is  disheart- 
ened. For  these  evils  who  is  responsible  ?  Let  a  candid  and  discern- 
ing public  answer. 

INFLUENCE   OP  TEACHERS. 

Mind  acting  on  mind,  necessarily  produces  an  impression.  Parents 
should  be  deeply  interested  in  knowing  what  impressions  a  teacher 
makes  on  the  mind  of  his  child.  The  lights  and  shades  of  character  in 
a  teacher,  give  light  and  shade  to  the  character  of  the  pupils.  Some 
one  has  wisely  said,  "  If  I  wished  to  change  the  character  of  a  people  or 
nation,  I  would  assemble  together  the  teachers  of  her  common  schools, 
and  engage  them  in  my  interest." 

The  secret  springs  of  thought  and  feeling  in  a  child,  touched  by  a 
teacher's  hand,  are  felt  and  read  in  all  the  future  of  his  being.  Mind  is 
being  developed  day  by  day.  It  is  never  at  rest,  it  is  ceaseless  in  its  ac- 
tion. And  in  the  onward  and  restless  march  of  mind  in  your  child,  he 
may,  under  an  unskillful  and  unworthy  teacher,  be  approaching  a  fear- 
ful destiny.  He  may  learn  to  despise  government,  to  be  uneasy  under 
restraint,  to  maintain  an  unjust  and  unhallowed  independence  of  paren- 
tal authority,  and  of  the  wholesome  laws  of  good  neighborhood  and 
good  society. 

Parents,  have  you  nothing  to  do  with  all  this  ?  Is  it  justifiable  to  be 
indifferent,  as  to  who  shall  educate  the  young  immortal  God  has  given 
you  ?  Has  it  come  to  pass  that,  "who  will  may  teach,  and  what  they 
will  ?" 

The  School  Committee,  at  most,  can  only  exercise  their  choice  be- 
tween such  teachers  as  you  may  see  fit  to  bring  before  them,  for  exami- 
nation. The  power  to  select  and  contract  with  the  teachers  belongs 
to  you,  and  you  only. 

Fellow  citizens,  you  cannot  be  too  careful  whom  you  introduce  to 
your  children,  as  teachers  of  our  common  schools.  Be  careful  whom 
you  hire :  seek  out  and  employ  a  teacher,  whose  capacity  and  attain- 
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merits  qualify  him  for  his  high  and  honorable  office;  one,  whose  views 
of  moral  and  religious  truth  and  duty,  are  in  harmony  with  the  right, 
the  good  and  the  true  ;  one  who  has  just  notions  of  personal  re- 
sponsibility, and  a  just  appreciation  of  what  a  child  can,  and  ought  to 
do  ;  one  who  has  an  eye  to  see,  and  a  tongue  to  dwell  on  the  beau- 
ties of  a  well  spent  school-day  life. 

Having  obtained  such  an  one,  keep  him  as  long  as  he  does  well. — 
To  do  otherwise,  is  to  "  let  a  golden  opportunity  float  by."  Confide 
in  him  ;  and  your  children,  growing  up  under  his  faithful  instructions 
and  good  influence,  you  will  have  broad  ground  for  a  good  hope, 
that  the  time  and  money  given  by  you  in  aid  of  the  common  school, 
will  not  be  set  down  as  a  vain  and  foolish  expenditure. 

PARENTS  SHOULD  SEEK  THE  ACQUAINTANCE  OF, 
AND  CO-OPERATE  WITH  THE  TEACHER. 

Circumstances  often  conspire  to  keep  parents  and  teachers  apart 
from  each  other.  Many  parents  turn  from  seeking  an  acquain- 
tance with  them,  because  they  feel  that  it  must  be  short  lived  and  there- 
fore valueless.  Fathers,  especially,  sometimes  reason  superficially  in 
this  wise  : — I  am  responsible  for  the  physical  welfare  and  material  in- 
terests of  my  children,.  It  is  my  province  to  learn  them  how  to  work, 
trade  and  get  a  living.  Their  education  or  intellectual  culture  I  have 
committed  to  their  mother,  the  nursery  and  the  school  teacher,  and  their 
spiritual  interest  to  their  pastor  and  the  Sabbath  school.  Thus  the  work 
of  training  your  child  for  usefulness  is  divided  and  sub-divided  until  its 
particles  become  almost  invisible ;  and,  instead  of  co-operating  with  your 
teacher  for  his  best  good,  you,  unwittingly  perhaps,  counteract  each  oth- 
er's influence  and  leave  your  errors  indelibly  stamped  on  his  character 
for  life. 

This  is  all  wrong — The  responsibilities  of  parent  and  teacher  are 
common  and  momentous.  A  common  interest  and  a  common  cause 
should  animate  both.  Without  mutual  confidence  there  can  be 
but  little  co-operation  in  effort  and  but  little  hope  of  success. — 
Every  good  teacher  feels  this,  and  often,  when  toiling,  as  best 
he  may,  unaided  and  alone,  he  has  seasons  of  discouragement 
and  despondency.  He  feels  that  he  is  laboring  in  vain  ;  that 
his  efforts  are  unappreciated  and  his  reasonable  expectations  are  dis- 
appointed, He  finds  a  bad  scholar  in  his  school,  one  whose  precept 
and  example  are  working  mayhap  its  ruin.  His  misdeeds  trouble  him  . 
He  discovers  some  slight  moral  weakness  in  his  character,  some  incipi- 
ent symptoms  of  insubordination,  and  directs  his  best  efforts  to  its 
correction.  It  escapes  the  vigilance  of  parental  observation 
at  home  and  gathers  strength  thereby  to  resist  the  opposing  in- 
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liuences  at  school.  The  parent  comes  not  near  to  co-operate,  counsel 
and  advise  with  the  teacher  in  this  trying  hour  of  his  most  disagreea- 
ble duty.  The  hopelessness  of  such  cases  is  obvious,  and  because 
of  their  commonness,  we  pass  them  by  in  silence.  They  try  a  teach- 
er's heart,  and  laying  (hem  up  in  the  secret  recesses  of  his  sorrow,  he 
turns  the  disobedient  one  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  his  successor. 
The  child's  moral  deformity,  unshorn  of  its  unseemly,  crooked  growth, 
often  lends  itself  in  after  life  to  deeds  of  dishonor  and  shame. 

PARENTAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 

The  best  hope  of  success  in  ihe  mental  education  of  your  children, 
is  to  be  found  in  a  well-arranged,  and  progressive  course  of  study, 
steadily  pursued,  step  by  step,  day  by  day.  A  parent  should  not 
allow  his  child  the  choice  of  studies  to  be  pursued.  Other  parties 
should  be  heard  in  the  premises, — the  parent  and  teacher.  The  se- 
lecting of  the  particular  branches  of  study,  to  which  a  child  would 
fain  give  his  attention,  if  left  to  his  foolish  caprice  ;  commencing  one 
book  or  study,  then  laying  it  aside  for  another  half  completed,  reject- 
ing this,  and  choosing  that,  taking  and  leaving,  as  a  dainty  lady  cus- 
tomer would  her  pui chases,  fosters  a  habit  pernicious  to  real  progress, 
without  diminishing  either  the  labor  or  expense  of  its  attainment. 

Sound  and  useful  learning  is  not  an  article  of  traffic,  like  hay  and 
grain.  You  cannot  send  your  child  to  school  to  'purchase  an  educa- 
tion, as  you  would  send  him  to  the  tailor  to  buy  a  coat.  It  is  not  a 
thing  to  be  had  at  a  certain  place,  and  at  a  certain  price.  It  is  con- 
stant and  progressive,  everywhere,  in  school  and  out  of  school.  You 
are  educating  your  child,  by  every  look,  word  and  act,  far  more  than 
he  is  doing,  who  attempts  to  teach  him  Geography,  Arithmetic  and 
Grammar.  You  cannot  furnish  him  school  books,  send  him  to  school, 
pay  your  taxes  and  then  leave  the  responsibility  of  his  improvement  to 
some  one  else.  Instruction  of  some  sort  is  always  being  received.  The 
newspaper,  the  fireside  and  the  street  corner  all  play  important  parts. 
The  garden  of  your  children's  minds  is  sure  to  bear  a  crop,  and  very 
much  depends  upon  you  whether  it  shall  be  tares  or  wheat. 

Do  not  expect  impossibilities  of  your  children,  nor  feel  mortification 
because  they  do  not  answer  as  far  as  some  others — any  more  than  you 
should  feel,  if  they  were  not  as  handsome,  could  not  lift  as  great  a 
weight,  or  run  as  swift  a  foot  race.  God  has  given  different  gifts  to 
each,  and  different  periods  of  maturing  the  minds  of  each,  and  it  is 
folly  to  oppose  his  designs.  There  is  a  proper  time  and  manner  to  de- 
velope  the  powers  God  has  given  us.  In  this  respect,  having  done 
our  whole  duty  to  our  children,  humbly  waiting  for  his  blessing,  let 
us  rest  content. 


PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

As  there  are  various  elements  of  success  which  characterise  a  good 
school,  so  there  are  often  found  influences  of  an  opposite  character- 
which  hinder  its  progress.  It  is  proposed  to  notice  briefly,  some  in- 
stances of  each.  In  very  many  cases,  the  fault  is  ivith  the  teacher. — 
There  is  a  homely  proverb,  that  "  every  clever  marr  is  not  fit  for  a 
minister,"  neither  is  every  respectable  person,  of  sufficient  literary 
qualifications,  fit  for  a  school  teacher.  Many  aspire  to  the  position, 
who  might  find  other  employment  equally  honorable,  with  far  better 
promise  of  success.  Thus  there  comes  to  be  numerous  school-masters 
"  abroad  in  the  land,"  who,  by  sundry  outside  influences  and  masterly 
persistence,  succeed  in  introducing  themselves  to  public  notice. 

They  are  unfit  to  take  charge  of  a  school.  They  arrogate  to  them- 
selves a  good  stock  of  literary  qualifications,  a  fine  idea  of  what  a  good 
school  ought  to  be,  fancy  they  know  how  to  keep  one,  and  beg  the  favor 
of  a  trial.  Such  an  one  happens  to  be  employed.  He  obtains  a  certi- 
ficate from  the  School  Committee  at  "jacket  pinch"  perhaps,  just  on  the 
last  day  of  grace,  and  enters  the  school  room.  Utterly  unfit  for  his 
business,  he  proves  a  failure,  and  the  money  of  the  district  is  wasted. 
Such  cases  do,  and  will  happen,  so  long  as  unsuitable  persons  happen 
to  be  hired.  Next  term,  the  district  tries  again,  and  a  new  teacher  is 
engaged.  Now  every  judge  of  a  school,  knows  how  much  time  is  lost, 
in  new  teachers,  learning  the  capacities  of  new  scholars.  Farmers  say, 
"changes  of  pasture  make  fat  cows,"  but  changes  of  teachers,  and  revo- 
lutions in  a  school,  are  painful  necessities. 

A  teacher  is  not  apt  to  be  successful  who  relies  mainly  on  the  rod  to 
secure  obedience.  The  power  to  inflict  blows  is  no  evidence  of  ability 
to  govern.  One  object  of  the  school  is  to  learn  the  scholar  self-gov- 
ernment, self-control,  and  he  is  wrong  who  sets  up  his  mere  will  in  op- 
position to  the  1^7/  of  the  scholar.  Even  a  noisy  school,  where  the  pu- 
pil learns  to  control  himself,  is  better  (if  we  must  choose  between  them,) 
than  a  still  school  where  the  teacher  is  a  tyrant  and  keeps  his 
scholars  under  by  the  power  of  mere  brute  force.  Scholars  should  be 
taught  to  do  right  from  principle,  to  act  right  from  its  intrinsic  excel- 
lence, because  it  is  right,  and  not  through  fear  or  any  kindred  reason. 

Again,  there  may  be  schools  with  which  the  parents  will  not  find 
fault,  if  their  children  like,  and  which,  without  questioning  or  knowing 
are  pronounced  good.  But  a  school  may  be  imperfect  which  gives  per- 
fect satisfaction  to  scholars,  if  it  is  begotten  through  inordinate  desire 
of  the  teacher  to  please  them,  his  allowance  of  their  indifference  in 
study,  or  his  carelessness  of  order.  How  many  scholars,  who,  if  they 
had  their  choice,  to  spend  their  time  in  idleness  and  play,  or  in  study, 
would  choose  the  latter?    That  is  a  morbid  and  unsafe  public  senti- 


27 

ment,  which  appoints  the  pupil  the  sole  judge  of  what  a  school  ought  to 
be.  If  a  teacher  can  find  out  that  such  is  the  school  a  district  wants, 
if  he  can  throw  his  conscience  to  the  winds,  he  may  treat  his  scholars 
to  novelties  and  nice  times,  and  come  out  a  very  paragon  of  perfection  ! 

A  teacher  may  be  very  superficial  in  his  instructions,  very  skillful 
on  examination  day,  and  have  brilliant  social  qualities  and  personal 
popularity, — but  these  are  no  criteria  by  which  to  judge  of  his  merits. 
A  teacher  may  please  his  pupils,  and  they  may  know  little,  and  care 
less  about  what  they  learn  or  neglect  to  learn,  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  he  keeps  a  good  school.  A  lady  teacher,  making  many  friends 
among  new  acquaintances  may  mistake  her  favorable  reception  and  so- 
cial position,  for  an  approval  of  her  abilities  as  a  teacher,  and  forgetting 
those  higher  qualifications  necessary  to  success,  her  school  may,  after 
all,  be  of  a  very  indifferent,  or  even  an  inferior  character. 

Paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  schools  sometimes  go  icrong,  when  a 
teacher  does  right.  There  are  scholars  whom  persuasion  and  argument 
fail  to  reach.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  doctrine  of  moral  suasion 
may  have  obtained  too  much  in  such  cases  ?  What  treatment  would  a 
moral  suasionist  propose  ?  One  offers  expulsion.  But  "  is  it  not  bet- 
ter to  save  a  limb  than  to  amputate  it  ?  Will  you  send  a  wilful  lad 
adrift,  when  Solomon's  receipt  may  save  him"  ?  Another  says,  "don't 
press  the  scholar  to  study  over-much."  But  good  lessons  cannot  be 
learned  without  herd  study.  Solomon  says,  "  much  study  is  a  weari- 
ness of  the  flesh.''  How  can  it  be  made  pastime  for  turbulent,  unman- 
nerly, or  idle  boys  and  girls?  The  truth  is,  the  degree  of  punishment 
must  be  measured  by  the  degree  of  obstinacy.  A  teacher  errs  when 
he  announces  beforehand  that  he  never  inflicts  corporeal  punishment, 
or  commits  himself  in  teaching  to  any  special  hobby.  "Practical  ex- 
pedients in  discipline  and  instruction,  rightly  adopted  to  meet  the  varied 
cases  as  they  occur,  are  indispensable  requisites  for  every  good  teacher. 

Again,  the  surroundings  of  a  school  house,  its  internal  arrangements, 
the  seat  mates,  the  demeanor  of  the  teacher,  and  of  the  scholars  toward 
each  other,  should  be  such  as  to  leave  a  happy  impression  on  the  pupil's 
mind.  Shabby  school  rooms,  inconvenient  accommodations,  slovenly 
habits,  wintry  blasts  sweeping  through  the  open  windows  and  doors, 
injure  the  health  and  chill  the  warm  blood  of  youthful  enthusiasm. 

Once  more.  There  is  injustice  when  teacher  and  scholars,  either, 
or  together,  join  hands  to  introduce  at  the  close  of  the  school,  an  unfair, 
or  sensation  examination.  Teachers,  especially,  are  often  greatly 
tempted  to  do  this.  Catching  the  spirit  of  the  times,  they  wish  to  get 
to  themselves  a  reputation  unwilling  to  wait  for  honest  results. 

These  efforts  develope  themselves  on  examination  day,  in  various 
dexterous  maneuverings  not  necessary  here  to  enumerate.  Sometimes 
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considerable  portions  of  the  term  are  occupied  in  this  superficial  white- 
washing process  of  preparation,  but  more  frequently,  parts  of  three  or 
four  of  its  closing  weeks.  A  school  examination  thus  "got  up,"  is 
only  the  deliberate  enactment  of  a  great  farce,  but  is  often  taken  and 
held  to  be  glorious  reality.  It  is  all  wrong.  The  precious  time  of 
the  scholar,  who  ought  to  have  been  learning  better  things,  is  wasted, 
and  he  learns  instead,  lessons  of  dishonesty.  It  discourages  thorough- 
ness in  study,  greatly  hinders  the  prosperity  and  real  progress  of  a 
school,  and  accounts  for  much  of  the  superficial  learning,  so  frequently 
complained  of.  It  has  been  the  lot  of  your  Committee  to  discover 
traces  of  this  evil  in  some  examinations  of  our  schools.  The  teacher 
or  school  which  initiates  such  a  wrong,  deserves  the  severe  reprehen- 
sion of  all  honest  men. 

The  teacher  is  omnipotent  in  the  school  room.  He  must  be  able  to 
to  introduce  and  adjust  the  machinery  of  a  school,  so  that  it  will  run 
without  those  elements  of  friction  introduced  by  unfriendly  parental  in- 
terference, district  school  meetings,  or  private  conferences  about  diffi- 
culties with  the  school  committee.  He  must  possess  tact  and  talent  to 
address  himself  successfully  to  the  varied  phases  of  character  and  men- 
tal condition  of  his  pupils  ;  and  moral  and  mental  power  to  command 
their  respect  and  esteem.  In  the  labors,  trials,  hindrances  and  suc- 
cesses of  his  school,  he  must  be  with  all  and  in  all.  There  must  be  a 
common  interest,  a  common  bond  of  union  and  a  cordial  co-operation 
between  teacher  and  pupil. 

EDUCATION  GIVES  A   COMMUNITY  MORAL  AND  IN- 
TELLECTUAL POWER. 

The  welfare  and  influence  of  a  people  are  measured  by  their  at- 
tainments and  progress  in  moral  and  intellectual  power. 

If  the  inhabitants  of  a  given  community  are  degraded  in  character, 
with  very  rare  exceptions  they  are  meagre  in  literary  attainments, 
and  while  so,  they  will  never  rise.  No  adventitious  circumstances  of 
wealth  or  position  will  stop  the  progress  of  decay  going  on  among 
them. 

On  the  other  hand,  progress  is  power.  This  is  the  more  distinctly 
seen  in  the  marked  difference  in  two  communities,  possessing  these  op- 
posite characteristics.  One  is  thrifty,  enterprising,  neat,  temperate,  in- 
fluential :  the  other  unadorned,  unimproved,  immoral,  intemperate  in 
character,  and  without  influence.  Ignorance  in  the  one  is  always  poor, 
and  often  mean,  always  restless,  but  never  satisfied.  The  father  is 
seldom  found  at  home,  the  mother  sits  in  loneliness,  and  the  children 
are  often  vagrants  in  the  streets.  Here,  useful  books  and  solid  learn- 
ing are  of  no  repute.    Education,  on  the  other  hand,  keeps  the  family 
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at  home,  it  exalts  the  wife  and  all  around  her  is  happy.  The  fireside 
at  evening,  is  graced  with  the  joyous,  unbroken  family  circle.  The  so- 
cial affections  are  cultivated,  and  the  children  grow  up  in  constant  and 
familiar  intercourse  with  their  books,  with  their  parents  and  all  the  vir- 
tues of  a  useful  life. 

Moral  joy  is  there,  and  is  superior  to  any  uncultivated  and  unre- 
fined pleasure.  In  ignorant  and  uneducated  communities,  the  many 
are  idle,  the  few  are  learned  :  the  many  are  led  by  crafty  demagogues, 
few  exercise  the  privileges  of  freemen  impartially,  still  fewer  wisely." 

In  a  well  regulated,  truly  educated,  and  wise  community,  a 
man  seeking  preferment  or  honor  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
cannot  successfully  plead  that  he  has  the  strength  of  Hercules,  or  the 
wealth  of  Croesus.  He  must  show  some  better  passport  for  public 
esteem,  some  nobler  exemplification  of  character.  Lazarus  the  beggar, 
in  his  integrity,  will  carry  off  more  honors  than  the  rich  immoralist, 
though  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  faring  sumptuously  every 
day  :— 

"  '  Tis  the  mind  that  makes  the  body  rich  : 

 Neither  art  thou  the  worse 

For  this  poor  furniture  and  mean  array." 

Mind,  educated  in  the  ways  of  honesty  and  uprightness,  ennobles  the 
man.  In  such  a  communit}',  the  truly  good,  the  truly  educated  man, 
loves  to  dwell.  Thither  industry,  refinement,  taste,  moral  worth  and 
wealth  will  resort.  The  very  visitors  who  come  to  see  you,  will  be  ex- 
amples of  honesty  and  uprightness. 

Fellow  citizens,  would  you  seek  to  give  character,  enterprise  and 
stability  to  your  town  ;  would  you  increase  the  value  of  your  real 
estate  ;  would  you  seek  the  acquisition  of  worthy,  industrious  and 
virtuous  fellow-townsmen  ;  of  improving  and  good  neighbors  ?  Then, 
for  your  sake,  and  for  your  childrens'  sake,  elevate  the  standard  of  Ed- 
ucation among  you.  Elevate  the  Common  School.  Make  it  an 
institution  of  the  people  ;  an  institution  of  overcrowning  excellence ; 
the  just  pride  of  all.  "  Take  fast  hold  of  instruction  ;  let  her  not  go; 
keep  her,  for  she  is  thy  life." 

In  the  calm  and  quiet  retreat  of  our  domestic  home,  let  us  exhibit 
examples  of  character,  fit  for  the  imitation  of  our  children.  Let  us 
teach  them  the  beauties  of  truth,  justice  and  economy.  Let  us  frown  up- 
on idleness  and  intemperance,  and  their  kindred  vices,  and  encourage 
industry,  sobriety  and  their  kindred  virtues.  Let  us,  with  our  substance, 
in  earnest  endeavor,  nourish  and  perpetuate  the  institutions  of  science 
and  morality.  Let  us  vote,  aye,  give  with  a  liberal  hand,  something  of 
that  little,  with  which  Providence  has  blest  us,  to  ensure  to  our  children, 
and  our  children's  children,  the  blessing  of  a  o-ood  Education. 
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Having  done  this,  "  though  the  fire  of  genias  never  Hashed  in  our 
eye,'"  nor  the  garland  of  fame  never  adorned  our  brow,  though  we  go 
down  to  our  graves  "  unwept,  unhonored  and  unsung,"  we  shall  not  have 
lived  in  vain. 

Our  fathers,  had  prophetic  views  of  the  wants  of  a  great,  grow- 
ing and  glorious  Commonwealth  ;  and,  in  their  deep  poverty,  sur- 
rounded by  foes  at  home,  and  foes  from  abroad,  knowing  the  val- 
ue, and  desirous  of  teaching  their  children  the  rudiments  of  a  pious 
and  useful  education,  established  the  Common  School,  Avherever  they 
went,  and  supported  it  with  their  substance,  their  prayers  and  their  ac- 
tive efforts.    Let  us  imitate  their  virtues  ? 

In  like  manner,  now,  when  all  those  institutions  which  make  us  a 
virtuous,  happy  and  prosperous  people  are  in  peril  ; — when  the  dark 
cloud  of  civil  war  is  over  us,  let  us,  while  lending  a  helping  hand  to 
sustain  our  government  in  the  present  struggle,  spread  far  and  wide  the 
influence  of  sound  and  useful  learning.  Let  Education  never  be  block-* 
aded  by  rebellious  ignorance,  or  our  want  of  sleepless  vigilance. 

Let  us  educate  the  masses  by  giving  an  unfaltering  support  to  the 
Common  School.  Let  every  parent  feel,  that  in  his  child,  he  is  pre- 
paring a  part  of  the  machinery,  which  is  to  keep  the  wheels  of  gov- 
ernment in  motion.  Let  every  teacher  feel,  that  in  forming  his  pupil's 
mind,  he  is  preparing  the  mind  of  a  freeman  for  his  country's  service. 

These  are  times  when  life  has  a  grand  significance,  and  patriotism  is 
a  holy  passion.  Let  us  act  well  our  part,  to  keep  up  the  warm  pulsa- 
tion of  life  and  vigor,  in  all  this  glorious  constellation  of  states:  so  that, 
being  unshackled  by  ignorance  and  prejudice,  we  may  be  powerful 
without  being  overbearing,  and  just  and  generous  to  all, 

T.  T.  ROCKWOOD,  )  School  Committee 

EDWIN  BARROWS,  [  of 

BENJ'N  E.  SWEET,  )  Norton. 
Norton,  March  14,  1862. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  of  the  Town  of  Norton, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  Report,  giving  the  Receipts  and  Ex- 
penditures of  said  Town  from  March  1st,  1861,  to  March  1st,  1862, 
except  for  town  officers,  which  is  up  to  March  25th,  1862  : — 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

For  Schools,          -  $1,500  00 

. "    General  Expenses              ....  1?500  00 

"    County  Tax,           -              ...  1,022  13 

"    State      "                   ....  303  00 

"    Highway  Deficiency,           -           -           -           -  1479 

"    Overlayings  on  above,              -           -           -  19017 

"    School  District  Tax  (District  No.  2)           -          -  140  00 

a    Overlay  on                 "         "    "                  -  4  60 

"    School  District             «         "    7           -           -  30  00 

"    Overlay  on                  M         u-  "  1               -           -  39 


Whole  amount  committed  to  Collectors,  -  -      $4,705  08 


Valuation  of  Town,          -  -               $835,500  00 

Amount  of  Tax  on  $1000.  -                               4  60 

"     "    Poll  Tax,  -                          1  50 

Number  of  Polls,         -  447 


EXPENSES  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

Paid  Narcissa  Y.  Chace,  Teacher  Summer  Term,  18  weeks,     $130  50 


"    Marshall  S.  Snow,       "    Winter       «     11     "  99  00 

«    Harriet  N.  Barrows,    "       «  «      «     «  52  23 

"    Hiram  H.  Wetherell,  for  Wood  and  sawing,  24  51 


$306  26 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

"    Alice  C.  Lane,  Teacher,  Summer  Term,  12  weeks.  $69  00 

"    Isaac  W.  Wilcox,    "     Winter       "13      "  97  50 

"    John  Harvey,  Building  Committee,  48  74 

«    Oren  E.  Walker,  to  pay  debts,  100  00 

u    Wm.  Wetherell,  Jr.,  for  wood,  18  50 


$328  74 


DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

Ellen  Fuller.  Teacher,  Summer  Term,  7  weeks.  $45  50 

Sarah  Hodges,      «           -         »      7    "  28  00 

Mary  L.  Selee,     "       Winter      "    12  3t5  "  78  75 

Phebe  M.  Lincoln "           "         "       "     f  59  85 

S.  L.  Lincoln,  for  wood,  18  25 

"       "       for  Repairs,  3  64 


$233  99 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

Mary  E.  Walker,  Teacher,  Summer  Term,  17  weeks,  $110  50 
Lucius  Z.  Carpenter,  "        Winter        "     12    "  114  00 

George  H.  Arnold,  for  wood,  18  33 


>242  83 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

Miss  Tolman,  Teacher,  Summer  Term,  10  weeks.  $56  25 

Mary  K.  Alden,    "       Winter      "      14    "  94  50 

James  M.  Sweet,  for  wood,  11  03 


$161  78 


DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

Lizzie  E.  Leonard,  Teacher,  Summer  Term,  15  1-2  weeks,  $74  10 

«      "        "           «         Winter      «      12        «  63  00 

Daniel  Li n coin,  for  wood.  9  18 


$146  28 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  Teacher,  Summer  Term.  12  weeks.  $57  00 

Nathan  C.  Lothrop,       "      Winter       «  90  00 

A.  D.  Hunt,  for  wood,  6  47 

Sanford  B.  Austin,  for  Repairs  on  School  House  4  53 

Calvin  M.  Hunt,  for  Painting,        "           «  20  14 

$178  14 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Phebe  M.  Lincoln,  Teacher,  Summer  Term,  12  weeks,  $52  00 
H.  F.  Howard,  "        Winter        "    12     «  72  00 

James  Leonard,  for  wood,  7  58 


$131  58 

Whole  amount  expended.  $1,729  60 

EXPENSES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  Clothing,  grain,  groceries,  farming 

tools  and  seed,  for  14  months,  $326  55 

"    Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on  Paupers,  5  00 

«    Elijah  D.  Lincoln,  for  a  Cow,  17  00 

"    W.  D.  Witherell,  for  paying  for  sundry  articles,  33  75 

"    Augustus  Lane,    "       «      "       "       "  31  14 
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"  Wm.  R.  Fobes,  for  sawing,  4  04 

"  Burdon  Hunt,  for  whitewashing,  3  75 

a  Ruel  Robinson,  for  repairs  on  Wqgon,  2  50 

a  Horatio  Bates,  for  paying  for  articles,  4  27 

**  Wm.  Leonard,  for  work  haying,  10  00 

"  Moses  Hunt,  for  labor  on  Farm,  60  20 

"  Lloyd  E.  Leonard,  for  one  year's  services,  150  00 

"  C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  Meat,  29  89 

"  Lloyd  E.  Leonard,  for  articles  bought.  53  66 


$731  75 


FOR  REPAIRS  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  Shingles,  1800 

"       "    "    "      "    for  Lumber,  120  6 

"    Augustus  Lane,  for  paying  for  sundry  articles,  2  55 

"    Henry  Hunt,  for  work,  4  50 

«    Charles  Loring,    "  7  80 

"    J.  O.  Messinger,  Paint  and  painting,  8  49 

«    Wm.  D.  Witherell,  for  Boards  and  articles  paid  for,  13  19 


$66  59 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMS  HOUSE. 

Paid  City  of  Fall  River,  for  supplies  to  H.  W.  Smith,  $43  50 

"  C.  H.  Lothrop,  for  supplies  to  Henry  W.  Smith's  family,  18  00 

"  Town  of  Taunton,        "          "        "       "          "  10  00 

"  E.  R.  Lothrop,  for  assistance  to  Calvin  Braman,  4  00 

"  Town  of  Raynham,    <{  and  funeral  expenses  of  Braman,   14  40 

"  H.  P.  Crocker,  for  supplies  to  E.  Tucker,  12  76 

t  Town  of  Raynham,     "       "  "       "  54  49 

"       "              "           "       "  Marda  Godfrey,  32  80 

"  Town  of  Randolph,  for  supplies  to  James  W.  White,  16  25 

"  Town  of  Middleborough,    "       "    "       "       "  10  00 

"  Town  of  Mansfield,  balance  on  pauper  case,  19  92 

"  Earl  W.  Stone,  for  support  of  Lucinda  Stone,  31  20 

*'  Leander  Chace,  "       «      «  Edward  Shute,  6  50 

"  Augustus  Lane,  for  cash  expenses  on  pauper  cases,  2  81 

"  W.  D.  Witherell,      "         "        "       «     «  1  75 

"  City  of  Roxbury,  for  assistance  to  Mrs.  Martha  Tucker,  25  50 

il  Town  of  Seekonk,  for  assistance  to  Isaac  Hall,  7  50 

"  J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  supplies  to  Mrs.  S.  Briggs,  2  50 

"          "       "       "  George  W.  White,  4  50 

"  Town  of  North  Bridgewater,  "      "      "     "  48  05 


$366  43 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OF  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on  G.  B. 

Leonard's  family,  of  Taunton,  25  00 


sundry  persons,  for  supplies  to  G.  i>.  Leonard's  family.  25 
**        "  M  *'      "    G.  Henry  Leonard,  of" 

Taunton,  1010 
-k    sundry  persons,  for  supplies  to  Cassandria  Leonard  of 

Taunton,  6  00 

il    Dr.*  B.  M.  Round,  for  attendance  on  Dean  K.  Leonard's 

family,  of  Taunton,  5  00 

••    Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  attendance  on  W.  D.  Washburn's 

family,  of  Bridgewater,  f»  7.) 

"    sundry    persons,  for  supplies  to  W.    D.  Washburn'- 

family,  of  Bridgewater,  17  75 


$73  85 


EXPENSES  FOR  STATE  PAUPERS. 

Paid  A.  C.  King,  for  keeping  siek  and  transient  Paupers,  $1  1  00 

"    Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  attendance  on  B.  Carney,  1  50 

"    James  Allen,  for  assistance  to  be  l>.  Carney,  75 

"    Horatio  Bates,  for  keeping  transient  Paupers,  4  00 


$20  25 

EXPENSES  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

P. tid  S.  W.  Lincoln,  removing  snow  in  Highway  Dis.  No.  8,    &o0  80 
"    J.  O.  Messinger.       "  u  "  No.  2,        9  45 

"    Oren  E.  Walker,      "  "  "         "    No.  2.       17  20 

"    Samuel  H.  Lane,      "  "  "         "    No.  3,       18  76 

•k    John  D.  Hardon,       "  "  "         *•    No.  5,       23  25 

«    George  W.  Smith,    r?  '«  "         "    No.  6.       20  30 

Aaron  Lincoln,  Jr.,  "  "  "    No.  7.        2  25 


$120  01 


EXPENSES  FOR  BEIDGES. 
Paid  Moses  Lincoln,  for  Plank  in  District  No.  0,  $6  55 

u    John  Arnold,     "      '*         District  No.  1.  17  95 


S24  50 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Wilbar  &  Davol,  for  printing  Town  and  School  Report,  *30  00 

"                       »?       Dog  Notices,  1  00 

Bassett  &  Reed,  for  professional  services,  75  00 

•<    W.  D.  Witherell,  for  paying  sundry  bills,  1  32 

"    W.  D.  Witherell,,  for  setting  Guide  Posts,  1  28 

"    E.  H.  Bennett,  for  advice,  2  00 

Calvin  C.  Lincoln,  for  Guide  Posts,  1  50 

Thomas  Gooch,  for  Guide  Post,  50 

Horatio  Bates,  for  setting  Guide  Posts,  4  03 

"    Augustus  Lam-,  for  Guide  Posts,  2  00 

"       "    paying  postage  and  Express  charges.  1  25 


35 

stationery  and  paying  other  small  bills.    3  94 


w       "          *•       "    horse  and  carriage,  5  00 

i;    George  R.  Leonard,  for  damage  done  to  Sheep,  8  00 

*•    Horatio  Bates,  for  paying  sundry  bills,  28 

Theodore  Carver,  for  painting  Guide  Boards,  12  00 
Austin  Messinger,  for  recording  Births,  Marriages  and 

Deaths,  1 6  70 

Austin  Messinger,  for  Express  and  postage,  4  48 

"    Horatio  Bates,  for  horse  and  carriage,  7  50 

<•    W.  I).  Witherell,        "             41  10  00 


$187  88 

EXPENSES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Benjamin  E.  Sweet,  service?  as  School  Committee,  I860,    $22  00 


1861,  25  00 

"    Edwin  Barrows            "              -           "          1860,  20  00 

1861,  25  00 

"  T.  T.  Rockwood,  "  "  "  1861,  30  00 
"    Augustus  Lane,  for  making  new  Valuation  and  taking 

census  of  Children,  21  00 

"    Augustus  Lane,  for  assessing  Taxes,  1861,  15  00 

«          "      School  District  tax,  Dist.  No.  2,  3  00 

"         a           "  services  as  Selectman  &  Overseer  of  Poor,  44  00 

m  W.  D.  Witherell,  "  "  "  "  32  00 
;'        "           '•    for  taking  census  of  Children,  and  making 

new  Valuation,  21  00 

«    W.  D.  Witherell,  for  assessing  Taxes,  1861,  15  00 

u  School  Dis.  Tax,  Dis.  No.  7,  3  00 
"    Horatio  Bates,  for  taking  census  of  Children  and  making 

new  Valuation,  21  00 

"    Horatio  Bates,  assessing  Taxes,  1861,  15  00 

"       "          "    services  as  Selectman  &  Overseer  of  Poor,  33  00 

"    George  H.  Arnold,  for  warning  Town  Meetings,  7  50 

"       "       •<     for  collecting  Taxes,  1861,  17  81 

"    Joseph  Copeland,  for  collecting  Taxes,  1861,  17  00 

"    Austin  Messinger,  for  services  as  Town  Treasurer,  30  00 


$417  31 


EXPENSES  FOR  SVIIL6TARY  PURPOSES. 

Paid  William  F.  Adams,  $56  00 

"    Sanford  B.  Austin  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Austin,  71  00 

"    Isaac  R.  Burchard,  56  00 

"    Charles  F.  Carpenter,  60  00 

"    Shepard  L.  Field  and  Barney  Field,  71  00 

"    Barney  Coyle,  56  00 

"    Henry  Galligan,  46  00 

"    George  C.  Hunt,  56  00 

"    Alonzo  P.  Holmes.  56  00 

"    Frank  H.  Hodges,  30  00 

"    Samuel  Hudson,  56  00 
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"  Wm.  H.  Lane,  .  56  00 

"  Benjamin  F.  Sweet,  56  00 

"  George  B.  Stanley,  .56  00 

"  Charles  Bellows,  15  00 

"  Benjamin  Graham  and  Elizabeth  Graham,  13  00 

"  Town  of  Mansfield,  for  Uniforms  and  Blankets,  82  25 


$892  25 

RECAPITULATION. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  support  of  Schools,  $1652  55 

"    «  School  Houses,  77  05 

"    "  support  of  Alms  House,  731  75 

"    "  repairs  at  Alms  House,  66  59 

•*    "  support  of  poor  out  of  Alms  House,  366  43 

"    "  support  of  poor  of  other  Towns,  73  85 

"    "  support  of  State  Paupers,  20  25 

"    "  removing  snow  from  Roads,  120  01 

*'    "  repairs  on  Bridges,      1  24  50 

"    "  incidental  expenses,  187  88 

"    "  Military  purposes,  892  25 

"    "  Town  Officers,  417  31 

"    State  Tax,  303  00 

"    County  Tax,  L022  13 

"    sundry  Notes  and  interest,  566  95 

"    T.  Smith,  for  abatement  of  Taxes,  15  44 

"    State  Sealer,  8  50 

"    to  balance  accounts,  35  13 

Whole  amount  of  expenses,  $6,581  57 


RECEIPTS. 

Cash  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  March  22,  186P,  $275  54 

Amount  ree'd  from  T.  Smith,  Collector  of  Taxes,  1860,  390  98 

"          "    "    A.  L.  Pratt,  14  00 

"  "  "  Town  of  Taunton,  for  support  of  Paupers,  50  59 
"           "    "    Town  of  Bridgewater,  for  support  of  Paupers,    24  50 

"          "    "    State  School  Fund,  74  49 

"          "    «    Town  Clerk,  for  Dog  Licenses,  85  50 

"          "    «    sales  from  Town  Farm,  171  69 

"           «    «    Money  borrowed,  1200  00 

«    «    Geo.  H.  Arnold,  Collector  of  Taxes,  1861,  1712  89 

"    «    Joseph  Copeland,       "          "        1861,  1523  50 

"  to  pay  County  Tax,  1022  13 

"          "  from  T.  T.  Rockwood,  Liquor  Agent,  9  06 

"          «  from  Maps  sold,  1  20 

"           "  from  sundry  sources,  25  50 


Whole  amount  of  Receipts, 


$6,581  57 
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Value  of  Town  Stock,  Furniture,  Provisions  and  Fanning 

Tools,  March  1,  1862,  $1006  00 

Amount  of  expenses  at  Alms  House  during  the  year,  S731  75 

"    received  from  sales  from  Town  Farm,  $171  69 

"    paid  of  last  year's  expense,  40  00 

"    paid  for  going  with  Hearse,  20  00 

"    paid  for  keeping  transient  Paupers,  15  00 

  $246  69 

Amount  of  expenses  exclusive  of  income  from  town  Farm,    $485  06 

Cost  for  one  Pauper  one  year,  $44  09.  Whole  number  admitted  to 
the  Almshouse  during  the  year,  16.  Average  number,  11.  Cost  of 
one  Pauper  per  week,  84  cents. 

The  action  of  the  Town  of  Randolph  against  this  Town,  mention- 
ed in  our  last  Report,  has  been  decided  in  favor  of  this  Town,  dur- 
ing the  year.  We  save  thereby  a  large  bill  of  costs,  and  the  support  of 
a  numerous  and  expensive  family. 

In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Town,  we  have  expended  for  Mili- 
tary purposes,  about  $900.  Notwithstanding  the  increased  expense  for 
support  of  Poor,  the  indebtedness  of  the  Town  is  about  the  same  as  last 
year,  except  for  Military  expenses. 

AUGUSTUS  LANE,  )  Selectmen  and  Overseers 
W.  D.  WITHERELL,  [    of  the  Poor  of  the 


HORATIO  BATES,  )       Town  of  Norton. 


AMOUNT  DUE  THE  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  MARCH  25,  1862. 

District  No.  1,  -          -          -          -          $83  41 

"       No.  2,  58 

"       Repairs  -          -          -                           38  53 

District  No.  3,  -          -          -          -            83  23 

"       Repairs,  -          -          -          -           6  81 

District  No.  4,  -          -          -          -             122  53 

"       No.  5,  ....          84  12 

No.  6,  -          ...               61  14 

No.  7,  -          -          -          -             62  80 

"       Repairs,  -            -          -          -          3  87 

District  No.  8,  90  45 


$637  47 

AUSTIN  ME S SINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  account  with  sundry  persons : — 


1862.  Dr. 

To  a  Note  due  Calvin  Willis,  given  January  31,  1861,  250  00 

"    "    Allen  Lane,  July  6,  1861,  100  00 

"    "    Lucinda  Shelly,  July  15,  1861,  300  00 

"    "  "        «    Aug.  31,  1861,  100  00 

«       **    "    Samuel  H.  Lane,  Sept.  13,  1861,  100  00 
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"    "    Mrs.  Benj.  S.  Hall,  Oct.  3,  1861,  50  00 

To  amount  due  the  several  School  Districts,  037  47 

"  amount  due  Middleborough,  about  25  00 

"  amount  due  A.  Caswell,  Liquor  Agent,  43  75 

$1606  22 


CJr. 

Amount  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  35  13 

Amount  "  Taxes  in  hands  of  A.  L.  Pratt,  Collector,  1856-7,  23  47 
Amount  "  Taxes  in  hands  of  T.  Smith,  Collector,  1860,  21  94 

Amount  "  Taxes  in  hands  of  Geo.  H.  Arnold,  Collector,  1861,  182  74 
Amount  "  Taxes  in  hands  of  Joseph  Copeland,  Collector,  1861 ,  263  82 
Amount  due  from  sundry  persons,  15  29 

Amount  of  Liquor  and  Cash  in  hands  of  Agent,  62  94 

"      Town  Maps,  5  40 

$610  73 

Amount  to  balance,  995  49 


SI 606  22 


Town  debt,  March  1,  1861,  1568  29 

«     «         "      "   1862,  995  49 

Amount  of  Military  expenses,  892  25 

Amount  of  debt  for  ordinary  expenses,  103  24 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and 

Selectmen,  and  found  them  correctly  kept,  and  charges  sustained  by 

proper  vouchers. 

EARL  C.  WHITE,  )      4  ,v 

ELKANAH  WOOD,  l  fuUlt^ 

BEIS'J.  C.  WETHERELL,  1 
Norton,  March  25,  1862. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


or 


THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 


SELECTMEN 


OF 


THE  TOWN  OF  NORTON . 


FOR  1  8  6  2-6  3. 


TAUNTON: 
UXION   GAZETTE  AND  DEMOCRAT  OFFICE, 

TEMPLAR    HALL  BUILDING. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  Norton,  having  comple- 
ted their  labors  for  the  year  1862-3,  proceed  now,  in  accor- 
dance with  usage  and  the  requirements  of  law,  to  lay  before  the 
town  their  doings,  and  the  state  of  the  schools  under  their 
care. 

The  cause  of  education  is  one  of  vital  importance.  Our  pub- 
lic schools  are  a  trust  worthy  of  being  watched  with  a  vigilant 
eye,  and  nurtured  with  a  tender  care.  Anything,  either  in  the 
way  of  superintendence,  or  of  pecuniary  appropriations  which 
promises  to  add  to  their  efficiency,  the  town  can  ill  afford  to 
withhold.  Whatever  other  advantages  we  may  feel  compelled  to 
forego,  we  cannot  afford  to  deny  to  any  child  in  the  town,  wheth- 
er he  be  a  child  of  the  rich  or  the  poor,  the  opportunity  of  free 
access  to  a  school  where  he  may  acquire  a  good  English  educa- 
tion. Although  knowledge  is  not  virtue,  it  is  one  of  her  most 
powerful  auxiliaries  ;  and  when  united  with  virtue,  forms  the  ba- 
sis on  which  alone  rest  the  security  and  well-being  of  a  free  peo- 
ple. Let  no  one,  then,  feel  that  expenditures  made  in  support 
of  public  schools  are  money  thrown  away  or  unwisely  appropriated. 
Every  dollar  judiciously  expended  in  efforts  for  the  intellectual 
and  moral  elevation  of  the  youth,  is  an  investment  which  yields 
the  highest  remuneration. 

The  fruits  of  your  past  liberality  in  providing  for  the  wants  of 
the  schools  in  the  town,  are  seen  in  their  present  improved  con- 
dition. During  the  past  few  years,  the  standard  of  excellence 
in  these  schools  has  been  greatly  elevated.  There  is  room  for 
great  improvement  still.  Some  things  necessary  to  their  in- 
creased efficiency  will  be  mentioned  under  the  head  of  General 
Suggestions. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  your  Committee  were  or- 
ganized by  the  choice  of  Rev.  Samuel  Beane,  Chairman,  and 
B.  E.  Sweet,  Secretary.  Subsequently,  one  of  their  number, 
Mr.  E.  Barrows,  having  enlisted  in  the  army,  sent  in  his  resigna- 
tion ;  so  that  during  the  larger  part  of  the  year,  the  duties  of  the 
committee  have  devolved  upon  the  remaining  two. 

Of  the  schools,  as  a  whole,  during  the  year,  your  committee 
are  constrained  »o  speak  in  commendation.  The  summer  schools 
were  unusually  successful.  There  was  no  instance  of  failure 
amongst  the  teachers  ;  and  no  school  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
your  committee,  might  not  justly  be  denominated  a  good  school. 
Of  the  winter  schools  we  cannot  say  as  much.  One  was  almost 
a  total  failure,  another  quite  indifferent,  a  third  certainly  faulty, 
and  a  fourth  not  quite  what  it  should  be.  The  rest  were  of  a 
high  order. 

We  now  proceed  to  give  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  sever- 
al schools : — 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — ENOCH  TEBBETTS. 

Summer  Term. — Higher  Depwiment,  Miss  Harriet  A.  Bar- 
rows.— Primary,  Miss  Harriet  Willis. — Although  Miss  Barrows' 
experience  in  teaching  had  been  comparatively  limited,  she  en- 
tered at  once  upon  her  duties  with  the  courage  of  a  "  veteran  in 
the  service."  In  her  purpose  to  succeed,  lay  the  elements  of  her 
success.  By  her  energy  and  promptness,  mingled  with  kindness 
and  good  humor,  she  soon  secured  the  respect  and  love  of  her 
pupils.  And,  notwithstanding  there  were  a  large  number  of  lads 
who  had  arrived  at  that  age  when  boys  sometimes  think  it  be- 
neath their  dignity  to  be  under  the  authority  of  a  female  ;  still, 
she  had  no  difficulty  in  securing  good  order  and  fixed  attention 
to  study.  They  seemed  to  have  a  pride  of  character,  which  dis- 
dained to  take  advantage  of  the  physical  weakness  of  a  lad}', 
and  even  vied  with  each  other  in  efforts  to  please  their  teacher. 
The  school  was  a  decided  success. 

Primary  Department. — This  was  Miss  Willis'  hrst  attempt  at 
teaching.  Although,  at  first,  there  was  a  little  too  much  of 
noise  and  confusion  in  the  school-room,  these  were  evils  which 
Miss  Willis  soon,  corrected.    In  a  short  time  good  order  was  se- 


cared,  a  commendable  degree  of  interest  in  study  awakened  : 
and  at  the  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term,  evidence  existed 
of  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  teacher  and  pupils.    The  improve- 
ment was  very  commendable. 
Perfect  in  Attendance. — Harriet  Leonard,  Florence  Leonard,  Julia  Lane. 

Winter  Term. — Higher  Department,  Elijah  Allen. —  Prima- 
ry,  Hannah  A. ^Williams. — The  higher  department  of  this  school 
was  opened  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Augustus  Caldwell — a 
young  man,  prepossessing  in  his  personal  appearance,  of  an  amia- 
ble and  lovely  disposition,  and  well  qualified  to  give  instruction 
in  all  the  branches  taught  in  the  school ;  but  wanting  in  that  en- 
ergy which  is  requisite  to  make  a  good  disciplinarian.  Had  the 
school  readily  yielded  to  his  authority,  and  regarded  the  rules 
which  he  laid  down — as  they  ought  to  have  done — without  the  ne- 
cessity of  his  resorting  to  stringent  measures,  the  school  might 
have  been  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  one.  But  we  regret  to 
say,  that  the  school,  or  a  portion  of  it,  taking  advantage  of  the 
gentleness  of  the  teacher,  seeing  that  their  aggressions  upon  his 
authority  were  not  promptly  met  and  resisted,  proceeded  from  one 
step  to  another,  until  the  school-room  presented  a  scene  of  disor- 
der and  confusion,  not  creditable  either  to  the  school  or  the  teach- 
er. Had  the  school  taken  the  gentle  and  refined  manners  of  their 
teacher  as  an  example  for  themselves,  instead  of  abusing  them 
to  their  own  hurt,  the  effect  in  respect  to  themselves,  might  have 
been  most  happy,  and  the  task  of  the  teacher  been  rendered 
much  more  pleasant.  At  the  end  of  six  weeks,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, Mr.  Caldwell  was  released  from  the  school,  and  Mr.  Elijah 
Allen  was  engaged  to  take  his  place.  By  a  decided  course,  Mr. 
Allen  soon  reduced  the  school  to  order ;  and,  so  far  as  your 
committee  know,  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  all  in  the  district. 

The  Primary  department  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Williams, 
did  everything  that  could  reasonably  be  expected  of  them.  The 
order  of  the  school  was  complete,  and  the  progress  in  study 
very  commendable.  Miss  Williams,  by  her  promptness  and  en- 
ergy infused  life  into  her  pupils,  and  succeeded  in  exciting  a 
good  degree  of  interests  Her  success  here  augurs  well  for  her 
future  as  a  teacher. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

PRUDBWTIAL  COMMITTEE — N.   ANDREW  DEAN. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Alice  C.  Lane. — The  teacher  lias 
been  faithful  and  persevering  in  her  exertions,  and  the  scholars 
have  steadily  improved  under  her  tuition.  Everything  seemed 
to  move  along  harmoniously  and  pleasantly.  Singing  was  prac- 
ticed this  term  with  evident  pleasure  and  profit.  The  attendance 
was  very  good,  there  being  fourteen  who  were  neither  absent  or 
tardy.  No.  2  is  favored  with  a  superior  school-room,  whose  walls 
are  well  supplied  with  blackboards. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Ellen  F.  Harvey,  Addie  H.  Harvey,  Emily  D.  Lane, 
Clara  B.  Richardson,  Mary  A.  Wetherell,  Nettie  R.  Wilde,*  Henry  S.  Free- 
man, John  B.  Ide,  Charles  E.  Lane,  David  E.  Makepeace,  Edgar  A.  Perigo, 
C.  Bowen  Wetherell,*  Geo.  L.  Wetherell,*  Wm.  Wetherell. 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  of  Taunton. — A 
violent  storm  on  the  day  of  the  examination  prevented  the  com- 
mittee from  being  present.  Our  views  of  the  school,  therefore, 
are  formed  from  previous  visits.  Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  gentleman  of 
high  literary  attainments,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  scholars.  He  is  very  pleasant  in  the  school-room. 
Considerable  pains  has  been  taken  in  grammar  this  term.  No. 
'2  also  excels  in  mathematics. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Chloe  E.  Wetherell. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — ALBERT  PERRY. 

Summer  Term. —  Teachers,  Alice  C.  Lane  and  Mary  E. 
Allen. — This  school,  on  examination  day,  appeared  to  very 
good  advantage.  Although  there  were  a  large  number  of  small 
scholars  present,  there  was  a  good  degree  of  order  ;  and  the 
cheerful  expression  that  rested  upon  the  faces  of  the  little  ones, 
showed  that  the  school  room  was  not  to  them  a  prison,  but  a 
place  of  pleasant  resort.  The  evidences  of  improvement  on  all 
hands,  were  such  as  to  reflect  honor  upon  the  teachers,  both  of 
whom  fully  answered  the  high  expectations  entertained  of  them. 

Perfect  in  Attendance— -Hattie  S.  Allen,  Susan  Cosgrove,  Mary  A.  Gaff'ney, 
Mary  E.  G«ft,  Annie  E.  Harvey,  Julia  McCaffrey,  Julia  Leddy,  Alice  E.  Ferry, 
Rosa  Smith,  Mary  A.  Smith,  Ellen  Smith,  Mary  Smith,  Helen  O.  Woodward, 
Amelia  Woodward,  Nettie  Woodward,  Cynthia  Woodward,  James  Cosgrove, 
John  Dunn,  James  Galligan,  Thomas  Gillery,  Albert  E.  Ferry.  James  Smith. 
Albert  Tucker. 
*  Perfect  also  in  Winter. 
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Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Ansel  O.  Burt,  of  Taunton. — Mr. 
Burt  was  well  qualified,  and  an  earnest,  faithful  teacher.  But 
with  so  large  a  number  on  his  hands,  (77)  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  do  justice  to  any.  We  doubt  the  expediency  of  commit- 
ting so  large  a  number  of  scholars  to  one  teacher  alone. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Mary  A.  Gaft'ney,  John  Donelly. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — DAVID  ARNOLD. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Sarah  Hodges. — The  large  num- 
ber of  small  scholars  in  this  district,  renders  it  difficult  for  any 
teacher  to  make  so  great  show  of  improvement,  as  in  a 
smaller  school  with  more  advanced  scholars.  Miss  Hodges,  by 
her  promptness  and  energy  accomplished  all  that  could  reasonably 
be  expected  of  her.  The  examination  of  the  school  exhibited  evi- 
dence of  faithfulness  and  ability  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and 
of  industry  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  pupils. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Robert  E.  Lane,  Ella  L.  Lane. 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  T.  Elwood  Gr over,  of  Mansfield. — 
Although  this  was  Mr.  Grover's  first  attempt  at  teaching,  lie  suc- 
ceeded admirably  well.  The  order  of  the  school  was  good  and 
the  improvement  made  marked.  In  reading,  and  in  spelling  par- 
ticularly, the  improvement  was  most  gratifying. 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

TKUDLNTIAL  COMMITTEE — LEWIS  H.  SWEET. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher ,  Maria  Tolman,  of  Sharon. — Miss 
Tolman  possesses  tact  for  teaching  and  superior  ability  for  gov- 
erning a  school.  There  appeared  to  be  harmony  between  the 
teacher  and  scholars;  they  being  drawn  toward  her  by  the 
chords  of  love  and  kindness.  Good  progress  was  made  in  the 
various  branches,  as  shown  by  the  examination. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Eunice  M.  Hunt,*  Semantha  K.  Sweet.  Marion  J. 
Fobes,  Adella  P  Perry,*  Frank L.  B.  Smith,*  Henry  Smith. 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  S.  M.  Brown,  of  Canton, — Mr. 
Brown  has  labored  very  successfully  here,  the  teacher  and  schol- 
ars being  interested  in  intellectual  improvement.     Perhaps  they 

♦Perfect  also  in  Winter. 
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may  not  have  gone  over  so  many  pages  as  sumo  other  schools  in 
town,  yet  what  has  been  learned  appears  to  have  been  well  learn- 
ed. The  teacher  makes  everything  plain  and  easy  to  be  under- 
stood, not  depending  on  text  books.  He  has  had  much  experi- 
ence in  the  art  of  teaching,  and  understands  well  mental  philoso- 
phy.   Exeellent  order  has  been  maintained  daring  the  term. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Florence  A.  Perry,  Otis  J.  Sweet,  Philo  F.  Leon- 
ard, Freddie  D.  Smith,  Edwin  F.  Leonard. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

PRUDKNTIAL  COMMITTEE — GEORGE  PERRY. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Alvira  O.  Lincoln. — This  was  Miss 
Lincoln's  first  school.  She  possesses  considerable  energy  and 
perseverance,  characteristics  essential  to  a  good  teacher.  For  the 
most  part  her  efforts  were  quite  successful.  Experience  is  a 
great  aid  to  all  teachers. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — M.  Nettie  White,*  Mary  E.  Blandin,Mary  A.  Burt, 
Olive  J.  Burt,  Lloyd  E.  White,*  S.  Lewis  Leonard,*  Eugene  M.  Burt,  Charles 
L.  Wilbur.* 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Lizzie  E.  Leonard. — Miss  Leonard 
has  labored  with  her  usual  good  success  in  No.  6.  Firm,  faithful 
and  persevering  in  her  exertions,  the  pupils  have  steadily  pro- 
gressed under  her  instruction.  Order,  thoroughness  and  accura- 
cy were  characteristics  of  the  school.  A  goodly  number  of  the 
parents  and  friends  of  the  school  were  present  to  witness  the 
closing  exercises  of  the  examination,  thus  showing  their  interest 
in  its  welfare.  The  room  was  beautifully  trimmed  with  ever- 
green, on  the  walls  of  which  were  placed  several  appropriate 
mottoes. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Everett  R.  Leonard,  Maynard  Neweonib,  Fred.  0. 
Wilbur. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE — HENRY  W.  LINCOLN. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Elizabeth  E.  Leonard. — Miss  Leon- 
ard's well-earned  reputation  as  a  teacher  was  fully  sustained  by 
her  success  in  this  school.  Miss  Leonard's  manners  in  the  school- 
room are  easy  and  pleasant,  well  fitted  to  win  the  affections  of 

fvi  j^ft  fliyojn  Winter. 
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her  pupils.  There  was  an  air  of  neatness  and  order  pervading 
the  school-room  whenever  visited  by  the  committee,  which  was 
very  agreeable.  The  discipline  of  the  school  was  mild,  but  firm 
and  steady — and  the  improvement  highly  commendable. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Anna  H.  Crane,  Angenette  Eddy,  Ella  W.  Hill, 
Frank  D.  Hunt,  George  E.  Makepeace,  Charles  E.  Makepeace,  Albert  D. 
Woodward. 

Winter  Term.-—  Teacher,  J.  W.  Pratt.— This  was  Mr.  Pratt's 
tirst  attempt  at  teaching.  Although  he  applied  himself  very  dil- 
igently to  his  work,  evidently  intending  to  do  the  best  in  his  pow- 
er, yet,  through  want  of  experience,  or  perhaps  a  want  of  tact 
in  investing  his  instructions  with  interest,  or  through  some  fault 
of  the  pupils,  the  school  failed  to  come  up  to  the  committee's  idea 
of  a  good  school.  But  little  enthusiasm  in  study  was  excited  ; 
and,  as  a  consequence,  the  order  of  the  school  became  indiffer- 
ent, and  the  improvement  made  not  very  marked.  We  hope  that 
at  its  next  session,  this  school  will  redeem  its  former  high  repu- 
tation. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Frank  D.  Hunt. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

PRUDENTIAL.  COMMITTEE  JAMES  LEONABD. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Hannah  A.  Williams,  of  Easton. — 
This  being  Miss  Williams'  first  experience  in  teaching,  she, 
having  a  strong  desire,  at  once,  to  establish  her  reputation  as  a 
successful  teacher,  devoted  herself  with  great  energy  to  her 
work.  The  committee  were  highly  gratified  at  her  success.  If 
there  was  any  failure,  it  was  failure  in  judgment,  not  in  in- 
tention. The  discipline  of  the  school  was  prompt  and  the  im- 
provement commendable.  If  the  impression  obtained  somewhat 
in  the  district,  that  the  discipline  of  the  school  was  unnecessarily 
stringent,  the  committee  could  not  see  much  ground  for  such  im- 
pression. Perhaps  a  little  more  gentleness  of  manner  and  softer 
intonations  of  voice  would  have  secured  iust  as  good  order,  and 
at  the  same  time  have  won  more  upon  the  affection  of  the  pupils. 
No  cases  of  insubordination  worthy  of  mention,  except,  perhaps, 
in  a  single  instance  ;  and  that  resulting  mainly  from  parental  in- 
discretion. It  always  works  badly  when  parents  uphold  their 
children  in  disobedience  to  the  teacher. 

Perfect  in  Attendance. — Alvira  Lincoln,  Hattie  M.  Lincoln,  Sarah  M.  Lin- 
coln, Nettie  C.  Field,  Annie  J.  Dean,  Mary  T.  Dean,  Chauncey  Lincoln, 
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Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Ho sah  G,  Goodrich,  of  Bridgcwa- 
ter. — Mr.  Goodrich  brought  to  this  school  the  advantages  of  sev- 
eral years'  experience  in  teaching.  He  was  thoroughly  qualified 
and  possessed  a  happy  faculty  of  communicating  instruction. — 
He  possesses  a  mild  and  amiable  disposition,  fitted  to  win  the 
affections  of  his  scholars  ;  and  for  all  right-minded  scholars  wc 
cannot  conceive  of  his  failing  to  be  a  most  acceptable  teacher. — 
And  for  all  of  this  class  we  think  he  proved  himself  to  be  such. 
But  he  is  greatly  deficient  in  that  energy  and  courage  which  are 
requisite  in  a  good  disciplinarian.  This  fact,  probably,  being 
discovered,  was  taken  advantage  of  by  a  single  individual, 
(whose  age  and  discretion  should  have  taught  him  better)  and 
became  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  the  teacher,  and  of  inju- 
ry to  the  whole  school.  Instead  of  dealing  with  the  case 
promptly  and  energetically  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  he  yielded 
ground  ;  which  only  suffered  the  evil  to  become  more  and  more 
aggravated.  Having  little  courage  to  cope  with  the  difficulty 
himself;  and  having  repeatedly  invoked  the  aid  of  the  commit- 
tee, we  saw  no  other  way  to  save  the  school  from  utter  confusion, 
than,  either  to  close  the  school,  or  remove  from  it  the  insubordi- 
nate individual.  After  inquiry  into  the  case,  the  committee  had 
no  hesitation  in  pursuing  the  latter  course.  After  this,  the  or- 
der of  the  school  became  more  satisfactory.  And  at  its  close,  it 
appeared  that  the  larger  part  of  the  school  had  made  very  com- 
mendable progress  in  their  studies.  Some  of  the  classes  appear- 
ed admirably  well. 
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SUMMER  SCHOOLS,  1863 


No.  of  District. 

No.  of  days  school  kept. 

Whole  No.  of  scholars. 

Average  Attendance. 

i 

No.  of  scholars  between 
5  and  15. 

No.  over  15. 

No.  under  5. 

Teachers  wages  per 
month. 

Amount  received  by 
teachers  as  pay. 

No.  of  scholars  in  each 
District,  May  1st,  '62. 

1 

49 

29 

26. 

28 

1 

0 

$19  00 

$47  50 

76 

* 

50 

39 

28.99 

39 

0 

0 

$13  00 

$32  50 

2 

50 

45 

39.22 

39 

4 

2 

$23  00 

$57  50 

41 

3 

50 

77 

68.22 

65 

7 

5 

$34  00 

$83  00 

70 

4 

84 

55 

44.19 

51 

1 

3 

$20  00 

$85  00 

66 

5 

59 

38 

31.32 

36 

0 

2 

$25  00 

$75  00 

41 

6 

60 

28 

23.67 

24 

1 

3 

$15  00 

$45  00 

25 

7 

65 

30 

25.69 

27 

2 

1 

$19  00 

$61  75 

28 

8 

60 

40 

30.85 

34 

2 

4 

$13  00 

$39  00 

34 

Total. 

527 

381 

318.06 

353 

18 

20 

$181  00 

$526  25 

381 

WINTER  SCHOOLS,  1862-63. 


6) 
M 

o 
o 
M 


O 

55 
60 
63 
73 
75 
60 
80 
60 
59 


Total,  m 


37 
37 
53 
77 
52 
41 
31 
25 
43 

396 


o 

0 
0 
3 
1 
0 
1 
2 
0 
1 


°  2 
a  g 

H 

$37  00 
$16  00 
$35  00 
$33  00 
$25  00 
$40  00 
$21  00 1 

$20  oo ; 

$30  00 


$101  00 
$  48  00 
$113  75 
$123  75 
$  93  75 
$120  00 
$  84  00 
$  60  00 
$  90  00 


$257  00 i  $834  25|$1580  59 


*  Primary  Department. 
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Having  given  a  detailed  account  of  the  schools,  we  now  pro- 
ceed in  the  conclusion  of  our  report  to  make  a  few 

SUGGESTIONS 

For  the  further  improvement  of  them.  Although,  under  our 
present  regime,  our  schools  are  doing  a  great  and  good  work  for 
the  youth  of  the  town  ;  still,  if  the  sum  of  $300  or  $500  should 
be  added  to  what  is  now  raised  for  school  purposes,  the  effect, 
we  doubt  not,  would  soon  be  visible  in  the  improved  condition  of 
the  schools.  The  present  amount  is  insufficient  to  secure  the 
services  of  experienced  and  approved  teachers,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  extend  the  time  of  school  sessions  to  that  required  by 
law.  Some  of  the  districts,  even  where  a  low  price  is  paid  to 
teachers,  fall  short  of  that  time.  With  the  above  amount  added, 
we  should  not  then  tax  ourselves  beyond  what  is  done  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  towns  in  the  state.  There  are  in  the  state  205 
towns  which  raise  for  school  purposes  a  larger  per  centage  on 
the  property  valuation  than  Norton  ;  while  only  87  towns  raise 
less.  And  in  the  county,  14  towns  raise  more  and  only  four 
towns  raise  less.  This  brings  Norton  rather  too  low  down  on 
the  list. 

CONDITION  OP  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

The  school-houses  in  most  of  the  districts  are  commodious  and 
in  good  condition.  That  in  District  No.  6  is  quite  too  small, 
and  yet  not  worth  enlarging.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
a  new  and  commodious  house  should  at  once  be  erected.  In 
District  No.  1,  the  house  is  sufficiently  spacious,  but  very  much 
defaced  and  out  of  repair.  A  new  building  or  extensive  repairs 
is  needed.  There  is,  in  all  the  districts  a  great  deficiency  of 
school  apparatus — such  as  globes,  maps,  charts,  &c, — in  some  of 
the  districts  the  entire  absence  of  these.  A  small  amount  ap- 
propriated for  this  purpose  would  supply  a  great  lack. 

QUALIFICATION  OP  TEACHERS. 

We  would  suggest  to  the  Prudential  Committees  of  the  sever- 
al districts  to  use  great  caution  in  the  selection  of  teachers — to 
ascertain  all  that  they  can  in  respect  to  their  characters,  general 
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habits,  previous  success  in  teaching,  &c,  before  engaging  them. 
When  an  individual  conies  before  The  Committee  for  examination, 
if  he  have  the  proper  credentials,  and  is  able  to  pass  the  test  of 
examination  in  the  various  branches  required,  The  Committee  do 
not  feel  authorized  to  refuse  to  approbate  him,  and  allow  him  to 
make  a  trial  of  his  ability.  And  yet,  he  may  be  found  on  trial, 
to  be  unworthy  and  incompetent.  The  Prudential  Committees 
have  opportunities  for  learning  much  in  respect  to  candidates  for 
the  schools,  touching  their  fitness  for  the  station,  which  the  Town 
Committee  at  the  hour  of  examination  have  not.  They  cannot 
use  those  opportunities  too  vigilantly. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  Beane,         \  School 
Benjamin  E.  Sweet,  j  Committee. 


Norton,  March  31st,  1863. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  Norton, 
report  as  follows,  giving  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  said  Town 
from  March  1st,  1862,  to  March  1st,  1863,  except  for  Town  Officers, 
(which  is  up  to  March  24th,  1863  )  :— 

APPROPRIATIONS. 


For  Schools,   $1,500  00 

"  Support  of  Poor  and  Incidental  Expenses,   -       -  1,500  00 

"  State  Tax,   1,818  00 

«  County  Tax,   1)69  16 

"  Overlay  on  above,   172  98 

"  Highway  Deficiency,    -       -       -       -       -       -  -       4  45 

"  School  District  Tax,  No.  5,   30  85 


Whole  amount  committed  to  Collector,       -       -       -     $5,995  44 


Valuation  of  Town,  ....  $819,700  00 
"  "  Real  Estate,  -  -  -  574,000  00 
"         "   Personal  Estate,       -       -        245,700  00 

Amount  of  Tax  on  $1000,  -  -  -  -  6  20 
u   Poll  Tax,        -       -       -       -  2  00 

Number  of  Polls  Taxed,       ....  439 


EXPENSES  FOR  SCHOOLS 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

Paid  Hattie  N.  Barrows,  Teaching  10  weeks,  Summer, 
"    Hattie  Willis,  "        «       "  " 

"    For  Wood  and  fitting  same  for  fires, 
"    Augustus  Caldwell,  Teaching  6  weeks,  Winter, 
"    Elijah  Allen,  "         5    "  " 

k4    Hannah  A.  Williams, 


DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

Paid  Alice  C.  Lane,  Teaching  10  weeks,  Summer. 
"    Isaac  W.  Wilcox,    "      13      "  Winter, 
"    for  Wood, 

w    Oren  E.  Walker,  for  repairs, 


$47  50 
32  50 
20  46 
51  00 
50  00 
48  00 


$249  46 

$57  50 
113  75 
12  00 
35  00 


$218  25 
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DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

Paid  Alice  C.  Lane,  Teacher  10  weeks,  Summer. 
"    Mary  E.  Allen,    "  10 
"    Ansel  O.  Burt,    k        15       "  Winter. 
"    for  Wood, 

kt    Albert  Perry,  for  repairs, 


DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

Paid  Sarah  Hodges,  Teacher  17  weeks,  Summer 
"  T.  Elwood  Grover,  "  15  "  Winter, 
"    for  Wood, 


$51  00 
29  00 

1 23  75 
10  19 
6  81 

S232  75 

$85  00 
93  75 
13  34 


DISTRICT  NO.  O. 

Paid  Maria  Tolman,  Teacher  12  weeks,  Summer, 
"    Samuel  M.  Brown,  "     12     "  Winter, 
"    for  Wood, 

"    L.  H.  Sweet,  for  repairs, 

"    W.  D.  Witherell,  for  assessing  School  Tax, 

ki    Henry  C.  Perry,    "       "  'k  " 


SI 92  09 

$75  00 
120  00 
11  00 
22  00 

;)  oo 

2  59 


DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

Paid  Elvira  R.  Lincoln,  Teacher  12  weeks,  Summer 
"    Lizzie  E.  Leonard,    "       1G     "  Winter, 
"    for  Wood, 


$233  59 

$45  00 
84  00 
7  87 


DISTRICT  NO.  4, 


Paid  Lizzie  E.  Leonard,  Teacher  13  weeks,  Summer 
"    James  W.  Pratt,  "     12     "  Winter, 

"    for  Wood, 


DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Paid  Hannah  A.  Williams,  Teacher  12  weeks,  Summer, 
"  Hosea  G.  Goodrich,  "  12  "  Winter, 
"    for  Wood, 


$136  87 

$61  75 
60  00 

$6  07 

$127  82 

$39  00 
90  00 

9  50 


$138  50 


Total  Expended  for  Schools, 


EXPENSES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  clothing,  grain,  groceries,  farming 
tools  and  seed, 
w    Moses  Hunt,  for  work  on  farm, 
«    Pliny  P.  Hunt,     "     "     u  haying, 


$1528  33 


$281  23 
46  50 
14  00 
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T  \„      T>       JV,|       t>  „  ,1 

Dr.  15.  1VJ.  Kouna, 

o  uu 

TT     1\/T     T>„11„„J    I'   .,    IT.  '£'  „ 

ri.  lvl.  1  ollara,  tor  Meiter, 

1  z  uu 

W.  D.  Witherell,  for  articles  bought, 

0-1 

Augustus  Lane,      '*       "  " 

17  on 

L/.  D.  &  u.  11.  i^ane,  tor  meat, 

-jo  oo 

Stillman  Smith, 

1  9  79 

H.  Bates,  for  sundry  articles, 

o  08 

Lloyd  E.  Leonard,  for  articles  bought, 

20  00 

Lloyd  hi.  Leonard,  tor  b  months  service, 

75  00 

$553  61 

EXPENSES  G  "  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Town  of  Middleboro'  for  support  of  J.  W.  White  and  family,  $38  00 
"  For  supporting  and  removing  Is::  tc  Hall  to  Almshouse,  10  50 
*'    Town  of  Raynham  for  supplies  to  Marda  Braman,  />3  00 

il  Town  of  Raynham,  for  supplies  to  Ephraim  Tucker's  family,  34  00 
"    Sundry  persons,        k*        "        "        "  "         "        7  31 

14    Town  of  Foxboro',   "       "  H.  S.  Briggs'  family,        5  00 

"    For  assistance  to  J.  G.  Tucker,  3  00 

"    W.  D.  Witherell,  for  assistance  to  Allen  Hill,  19  33 

"  Dr.  J.  B.  Chace, for  medical  attendance,  E.Tucker's  family,  8  75 
"    City  of  Chelsea,  for  supplies  to  Ellen  Tucker,  22  00 

"      'k         Cambridge,       "      "       "        -k  4  57 

"    Town  of  North  Bridgewater,  for  supplies  to  6.  W.  White,  10  00 
"    "    Mansfield,  "       "       "  W.  Brown,        8  94 

"    City  of  Salem,  for  supplies  to  Ellen  Tucker,  1862,  17  68 

"    City  of  Roxbury,  for  assistance  to  and  funeral  expenses 

of  Martha  Tucker,  5  i  01 1 

"    Earl  W.  Stone,  for  support  of  Lucinda  Stone,  31  21 

**    Sundry  persons  for  keeping  transient  paupers,  6  00 

"    Town  of  Taunton,  assistance  to  Clarissa  Eddy,  12  50 


$342  79 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR  OF  OTHER  TOWNS. 

For  supplies  to  W.  D.  Washburn's  family,  $3  17 

Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on  W.  D.  Wash- 
burn's family,  3  00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on  G.  B.  Leon- 
ard's family,  7  50 
For  school  books  tor  G.  B.  Leonard's  family,                       2  38 
Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  aid  to  D.  K.  Leonard's  family,  7  00 


$23  05 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Ide  &  Hall,  for  printing  report,  1862,  $36  00 

"    James  O.  Messinger,  for  painting  Town  Hall,  9  91 

u    Austin  Messinger,  for  recording  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  14  10 
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"  44          "          «  Record  book,  4  00 

"  "          "          "  Express  and  stationery,  2  41 

"  W.  D.  Witherell,  for  Books  and  Stationery,  3  12 

"    44         44       "  Excise  Stamps,  4  00 

"  44              "       "   Travelling  Expenses,  7  02 

"  "    "         "       "    Paying  sundry  small  bills,  6  95 

"  "    *4         "       "   Horse  and  carriage,  10  00 

"  Augustus  Lane,  for  travelling  expenses,  4  7 1 

44  "           44      44  Express,  postage  and  stationery,  3  14 

44  44           44      44  Horse  and  carriage,  8  00 

44  Sundry  persons  for  repairs  on  Town  House,  27  98 

44  Horatio  Bates,  for  travelling  expenses,  10  66 

44           44       44  sundry  small  bills,  5  40 

4<  For  coffin  and  digging  grave  for  J.  Godfrey,  6  50 

"  Horatio  Bates,  for  horse  and  carriage,  10  00 

44  John  Crane,  2  00 

"  C.  I.  Reed,  for  professional  services,  20  00 

"  A.  Caswell,  salary  liquor  agent,  52  78 

44  44       44       paying  Internal  Revenue  Tax,  20  00 


$262  53 


EXPENSES  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  Nathaniel  Freeman,  for  clearing  roads  from  snow,  March 

1862,  $2  45 

44    Nathaniel  Freeman,  for  lumber  for  bridge,  1  50 

44    Augustus  Lane,  for  plank  and  timber  for  bridges,  9  45 

44  Moses  Lincoln,  for  clearing  road  from  snow  March  1862,  9  75 
"    Seneca  Lincoln,  for  plank  and  sawing  for  bridge,  21  20 

44    John  Arnold,  for  lumber  for  bridge,  15  72 

44  George  H.  Arnold,  for  sleepers  for  bridge  at  Copper  Works,  6  00 
"    Moses  Lincoln,  for  Lumber       "       44  1  70 

"    Sundry  persons  for  removing  snow  from  roads,  Dis.  No.  8,    3  22 


$70  99 


EXPENSES  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Edwin  Barrows,  for  services  as  School  Committee,  $10  00 

44    Joseph  Copeland,  for  warning  2  town  meetings,  5  00 

"    George  H,  Arnold,         "      3    "        "  7  50 

44    Austin  Messinger,  for  services  as  Treasurer,  30  00 

44  Augustus  Lane,  for  services  as  Assessor,  1882,  30  00 
44            4         "     "       "       "  Selectman  and  Overseer 

of  Poor  for  1862-63,  72  00 

"  W.  D.  Witherell,  for  services  as  Assessor,  1862,  30  00, 
44     44    44          44       "       44       44  Selectman  and  Overseer 

of  Poor  for  1862,  60  00 

44    W.  T>.  Witherell,  for  services  collecting  Tax^s,  55  95 
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"    Horatio  Bates,  for  services  as  Assessor,  1862,  30  Oil 

"       "  "      "       "       "  Selectman  and  Overseer 

of  Poor  for  present  year,  60  00 


$390  45 


MILITARY  EXPENSES. 

Paid  James  S.  CarA,  bounty,  $200  00 

"  R.  S.  Cook,  "  200  00 

44  John  Conners,  "  200  00 

"  William  T.  Elliott,  "  200  00 

"  George  M.  Freeman,  "  200  00 

"  Edgar  A.  Freeman,  «  200  00 

"  Edward  Freel,  "  200  00 

"  Samuel  G.  Hicks,  "  200  00 

"  George  W.  Hamblin,  "  200  00 

"  Z.  T.  Hewit,  "  200  00 

"  John  V.  Hunt,  "  200  00 

"  Edwin  A.  Lane,  "  200  00 

"  John  H.  McKavit,  "  200  00 

"  William  Parker,  3d,  "  200  00 

"  James  Ramsey,  "  200  00 

"  John  W.  Thayer,  "  200  00 

u  Stephen  Thayer,  "  200  00 

"  Nathan  Wilbur,  «  200  00 

"  Jason  L.White,  "  200  00 

"  Joseph  H.  Washburn,  «  200  00 

"  Charles  T.  Williams,  "  200  00 

"  William  D.  Washburn,  "  200  00 

NINE  MONTHS  VOLUNTEERS. 

Paid  Granville  D.  Austin,  bounty,  150  00 

"  Albert  A.  Austin,  "  *  150  00 

"  Edwin  Barrows,  "  150  00 

"  William  S.  Bolton,  "  150  00 

"  Abbott  H.  Blandin,  "  150  00 

"  Derick  W.  Cobb,  "  150  00 

"  Robert  Dixon,  "  150  00 

"  Darius  B.  Field,  "  150  00 

"  Carlos  D.  Freeman,  "  150  00 

"  Alfred  B.  Hodges,  "  150  00 

"  David  L.  Hodges,  "  150  00 

"  Henry  B.  Ide,  "  150  00 

"  Artemas  C.  King,  "  150  00 

"  Theodore  W.  Keith,  "  150  00 

"  William  A.  Lane,  "  150  00 

"  Joseph  Lincoln,  "  150  00 

"  Zacheus  Macomber,  a  150  00 

"  Benjamin  H.  Richmond,    >k  150  00 

u  Bernard  L.  Ripley,  "  15O00 
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"  Lewis  H.  Sweet,  "  150  00 

«  Cyril  S.  Sweet,  "  150  00 

«  Charles  "W.  Sprague,  "  150  00 

"  Henry  Sherman,  "  150  00 

"  Charles  T.  Smith,  "  150  00 

"  George  N.  Tucker,  "  150  00 

«  Henry  O.  Titus,  "  150  00 

"  Jason  White,  "  150  00 

"  Calvin  White,  "  150  00 

"  Emery  E.  Willis,  "  150  00 

«  Loren  B.  Willis,  "  150  00 

"  Charles  H.  Witherell,  "  150  00 

"  Thomas  B.  Witherell,  "  150  00 

"  John  H.  White,  "  150  00 

"  Alexander  D.  Washburn,  «  150  00 

"  Dr.  H.  B.  Hubbard,  for  professional  services,  1  00 

"  Dr.  Phelps,              "         "  "  25  00 

"  Dr.  Hitchcock,         «         «  "  18  50 


$9544  50 


STATE  AID  TO  FAMILIES  OF  VOLUNTEERS. 

Paid  sundry  persons  from  Jan.  1st,  1862,  to  Jan.  1st,  1863,      $820  67 
<k         u      Jan.  1st,  1863,  166  97 

Feb.  1st,  1863,  173  69 


SI 161  33 


LIQUOR  AGENT. 

Amount  paid  for  liquor  for  the  year  ending  May  5th,  1862,  $75  72 
"      sold  in  1  year  and  20  days,  $131  63. 

"      of  salary  of  agent  1  year,  52  78 

"     of  cash  to  balance,  3  13 


$131  63 


RECEIPTS. 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  March  25th,  1862,              $35  13 

Received  of  Liquor  Agent,  A.  Caswell,  55  91 

"      State  School  Fund,  80  59 

"     of  State  for  State  up  to  Jan.  1st,  1862,  69  84 

"      Income  of  Town  Farm,  103  01 

"      from  Dog  Licenses,  86  80 

"    John  Conners,  44  00 

"        "    Town  of  West  Bridgewater,  12  75 

"        "    Town  of  Taunton,  16  88 

Income  from  Town  House,  23  50 
"      from  George  H.  Arnold,  Collector  of  Taxes,  1861,       177  39 

"    Joseph  Copeland,        <*       "  "       "          261  72 
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"    T.  Smith,  "       "       "     1860,         4  00 

"    W.  D.  Witherell,      -  "       "       "     1802,    5,026  28 

Borrowed  money,  15,449  00 

to  pay  County  Tax,  969  10 

Whol£  amount  of  Receipts,  $22,415  96 


EXPENSES. 


Paid  for  support  of  Schools,  $1,529  33 

*'    "       "       "  Almshouse,  553  61 

"    "       "       "  Poor  out  of  Almshouse,  342  79 

"    kt        "       kk    "     of  other  Towns,  23  05 

"    "    Incidental  Expenses,  269  53 

"    "    Roads  and  Bridges,  70  99 

"    "    Town  Officers,  390  45 

"    "    Military  Expenses,  9,544  50 

"    "    State  Aid  to  Families  of  Volunteers,  1,161  33 

"    »    State  Tax,  1,818  00 

"    Money  borrowed,  5,390  00 

lk   Interest  on  borrowed  money,  244  52 

"   Abatement  of  Taxes  in  G.  IT.  Arnold's  hands,  30  78 

"        "       "    "  J.  Copeland's  M                       15  72 

"    "  W.D.Witherell's"  53  52 

"   County  Tax,  969  16 

Cash  to  balance  account,  8  68 


$22,415  96 


Value  of  Stock,  Furniture,  Provisions  and  Farming  Tools  on 

Town  Farm,  March  1st,  1863,  $1039  40 

Amount  of  expenses  at  Almshouse  during  the  year,  628  16 

Received  from  sales  from  Town  Farm,  $103  01 

For  going  with  Hearse,  15  00 

For  keeping  Transient  Paupers,  9  00 

  127  01 


Amount  of  expenses  exclusive  of  income  from  Farm,  $501  15 


Cost  of  one  Pauper  for  one  year,  $55  68.  Whole  number  admitted 
to  the  Almshouse  during  the  year,  14.    Average  number,  9. 

In  accordance  with  votes  of  the  Town  passed  at  different  times,  we 
have  paid  for  military  purposes  as  follows  : — 

Debt  of  Town  for  Military  expenses,  March  1862,  $892  25 

Paid  in  Bounties  to  three  years,  and  nine  months  men,  9500  00 

"    lor  Surgeon's  fees,  44  50 

"  Interest  on  money  borrowed  for  Military  purposes,  200  00 
Amount  of  interest  due  on  money  borrowed  for  Military  purposes,  179  1 7 


"  Selectmen's  services  for  Military  duties,  96  00 

for  Travelling  expenses  "       "  "  21  00 


Amount  paid  for  Military  purposes,  $10,932  92 

It  being  more  than  the  actual  debt  of  the  Town,  leaving  the  Town  free 
from  debt  for  ordinary  expenses.  * 

AUGUSTUS  LANE,     )  Selectmen  and  Overseers 
W.  D.  WITHERELL,  }■    of  the  Poor  of  the 
HORATIO  BATES,     )      Town  of  Norton. 


AMOUNT  DUE  THE  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  MARCH  24th,  1863. 


District  No.  1,   $87  14 

"  No.  2,   1  92 

u  u   u  for  repairs,   2  03 

"  No.  3,   98  72 

"  No.  4,   164  03 

"  No.  5,   62  70 

"  "   "  repairs,   3  26 

"  No.  6,   77  50 

44  No.  7,   94  09 

"  «  «   3  63 

<•  No.  8,   122  82 


$717  84 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 


AUDITORS'  REPORT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  account  with  sundry  persons  : — 


1863.  Dr. 

To  notes  and  interest  due  sundry  persons  March  24th,  $11,148  17 

To  amount  due  the  several  School  Districts,  "     "  717  84 

"       "       "    Lloyd  E.  Leonard,  75  00 

"       "    School  Committee,  66  00 


$12,007  01 


Cr. 

To  amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  March  24th,  $8  18 

"  "  due  from  the  State  for  aid  to  families  of  Volunteers,  1161  33 
"       "       "     "    Town  of  Bridge  water,  6  17 


«     in  hands  of  A.  L.  Pratt,  Collector  of /Taxes,  1856-7,  23  47 

"    "      "  T.  Smith,           ;       "      "    1860,  17  94 

«    "      "  G.  H.  Arnold,    "       "      "    1861,  5  35 

"       "    «      <4  J.  Copeland,     "       "  2  "       u  2  10 
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due  from  sundry  persons, 
of  Maps  of  Town, 


11  10 

4  80 


Amount  to  balance  accounts, 


$1,240  44 
10,766  57 


$12,007  01 


Town  debt,  March  1st,  1862, 
"  1863, 
Town  debt  for  Military  expenses, 


$995  49 
10,766  57 
10,932  92 


Town  clear  of  debt  for  ordinary  expenses. 
Amount  of  Notes  the  Town  is  paying  interest  for,S  10,959  00 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Selectmen,  and  found  them  correctly  kept,  and  charges  sustained  by 
proper  vouchers. 


ELKANAH  WOOD,  Jr., 
ENOCH  TEBBETS, 
CYRUS  WHITE, 


>  Auditing  Committee. 


Norton,  March  24th,  1863. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
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T AUNT ON: 

REPUBLICAN  PRINTING  ESTABLISHMENT, 
Bristol  County  Bank  Building. 

1864. 


REPORT 


The  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Norton  for  the  year 
1863-4,  having  attended  to  their  duties,  as  prescribed  by  law, 
ask  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  their  doings,  and 
of  the  state  of  the  schools  under  their  care. 

Immediately  after  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  your  Com- 
mittee organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev.  Sain'l  Beane,  Chair, 
man,  and  B.  E.  Sweet,  Secretary. 

Rev.  Geo.  Wallace  served  on  the  Committee  till  the  close 
of  the  Summer  schools,  when  he  resigned  his  position.  Where- 
upon, the  remaining  committee  men,  acting  conjointly  with  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town,  proceeded,  as  the  law  directs  in  such 
cases,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  They  appointed  Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M. 
Potter,  who  served  during  the  remainder  of  the  year — or  until 
he  left  town. 

In  course  of  visitation,  your  Committee  found  that  several 
different  arithmetics  had  unwittingly  crept  into  use  in  the 
town,  causing  considerable  embarrassment  to  the  teachers  and 
pupils.  And  feeling  that  a  change  of  text  books  in  this  de- 
partment was  desirable,  for  the  sake  of  securing  the  double 
advantage  of  strict  uniformity,  and  an  improved  text  book, 
after  patient  examination  of  many  different  authors,  they  came 
unanimously  to  the  conclusion  to  adopt  for  the  use  of  the 
schools  in  town,  Eaton's  series  of  arithmetics. 

Accordingly  they  made  an  arrangement  with  the  publishers, 
of  that  series,  by  which  old  books  were  exchanged  for  new 
ones  at  a  moderate  charge  for  the  difference. 

Your  Committee  are  happy  to  say  that  many  of  the  schools 
during  the  year,  have  been  all  that  could  be  reasonably  ex-' 
pected  under  the  circumstances ;  though  they  are  compelled  to 
admit  that  several  of  them,  through  inefficiency  of  the  teachers, 
were  well  nigh  failures.  The  general  fault  has  been  want  of 
order  and  discipline.  And  this  deficiency  has  been  more 
apparent  among  the  male,  than  the  female  teachers. ' 

We  proceed  now  to  a  more  detailed  report  of  the  different 
districts. 


DISTRICT  NO.  I. 
Prudential  Committee — Royal  P.  Hodges. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Primary  department — Harriet  M.  Willis,  teacher.  The  or- 
der of  this  school  was  good,  and  a  very  commendable  progress 
in  study  was  made,  showing  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher^and  industry  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

Higher]  department — Hannah  A.  Williams,  teacher.  Miss 
Williams  possesses  much  energy  and  promptness,  and  has 
many  of  the  elements  of  a  first-rate  teacher.  Her  school  was 
a  decided  success.  Still,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
had  Miss]  Williams  aimed  a  little  more  at  persuasion,  and 
employed  gentler  tones  of  voice,  her  government  would  have 
been  more  perfect,  and  she  have  secured  a  warmer  place  in 
the  affections  of  her  pupils. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Matilda  Smith,  Horace  C.  Leonard, 
Julia  E.  Lane,  Ada  F.  Tebbetts,  Clara  W.  Keith,  Arthur  M. 
Rounds,  Seneca  Sanford,  John  0.  Sanford. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Primary  department — Emily  A.  Spraker,  teacher.  This 
was  Miss  Spraker's  first  attempt  at  teaching.  She  en- 
tered upon  her  work  with  energy,  apparently  determined 
to  succeed  and  did  not  disappoint  the  expectations  of  her 
friends.  A  good  degree  of  order  was  maintained,  interest  in 
study  was  awakened,  and  at  the  close  of  the  school  evidence 
existed  that  the  school  had  been  a  profitable  one. 

Higher  department — L.  L.  Burrington,  teacher.  Mr.  Bur- 
rington  came  among  us  an  entire  stranger,  bringing  with  him 
testimonials  of  previous  success  as  a  teacher.  Your  commit- 
tee, at  once,  saw  in  him  that  which  inspired  them  with  confi- 
dence. And  though  the  school  had  hitherto  been  regarded  a 
somewhat  difficult  school  to  manage,  they  felt  quite  sure,  in 
the  outset,  that  there  would  be  no  lack  in  government,  or 
any  want  of  opportunity  for  rapid  progress  in  study  for  all 
who  should  be  disposed  to  improve  it.  They  were  not  dis- 
appointed in  their  expectations.    The  school  was  soon  reduc- 
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»ed  to  order,  a  good  degree  of  enthusiasm  in  study  awakened, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  term,  your  committee  were  unanimous 
in  the  opinion  that  the  school  had  been  of  the  very  highest 
order.  The  prominent  characteristic  of  Mr.  B's.  instruction 
was  accuracy.  No  mistake,  however  small,  was  suffered  to 
pass  unnoticed.  He  also  showed  that  it  is  practicable  to  se- 
cure the  most  perfect  order  and  discipline  in  school,  and  yet 
retain  the  warmest  affection  of  the  pupils. 
Perfect  in  attendance,  Frank  Freeman. 


DISTRICT  NO.  II. 
Prudential  Committee — Charles  IX  Lane. 

SUMMER  TERM, 

Teacher — Maria  Tolman  of  Sharon.  Miss  Tolman  has 
taught  this  school  with  her  usual  good  success,  being  ever 
faithful  and  persevering  in  the  discharge  of  her  arduous  duties. 
Most  of  the  scholars  manifested  an  interest  in  their  lessons, 
and  good  order  characterized  the  school.  There  was  howev- 
er a  want  of  distinct  utterance  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  pu- 
pils, so  that  their  answers  could  not  easily  be  heard.  We 
hope  this  evil  may  be  corrected  in  future  terms. 

Perfect  in  attendance —  *Nettie  R.  Wilde,  Ellen  Harvey, 
Adeline  II.  Harvey,  *Chloe  E.  Wetherell,  Edgar  A.  Perrigo. 

WINTER  TERIT, 

Teacher — Simeon  J.  Dunbar  of  West  Bridgewater.  Mr. 
Dunbar  came  here  as  a  tyro  in  teaching  and  is  a  Normal 
School  graduate  whose  literary  qualifications  are  of  a  high 
order.  He  has  labored  earnestly  and  faithfully  for  tho  bene- 
fit of  his  pupils,  yet  they  have  not  appreciated  his  services. 
His  method  of  instruction  is  of  the  right  stamp  and  well  cal- 
culated to  advance  his  scholars.  There  was  however  a  de- 
ficiency in  point  of  order  very  detrimental  to  improvement. 

Perfect  in  attendance — George  S,  Wetherell 

*  Perfect  also  in  "winter 
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DISTRICT  NO.  111. 
Prudential  Committee — Albert  PsMtr. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teachers — Augusta  W.  Williams,  Mary  E.  Allen.  Both  the 
teachers  in  this  school  were  at  home  in  their  work,  and  evident- 
ly interested  in  the  highest  well-being  of  their  pupils.  They 
conscientiously  applied  themselves  to  their  task,  and  accom- 
plished for  their  scholars  all  that  could  reasonably  be  expect- 
ed. The  order  and  discipline  of  the  school  were  good  and 
the  progress  made  in  study  was  very  commendable. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Hattie  D.  Allen,  Lizzie  A.  Arnold, 
Mary  Smith,  Mary  Ann  Smith,  James  Smith. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Grammar  department — Miss  Augusta  W.  Williams,  teacher. 

Attendance. — It  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  very  good,  ow- 
ing to  prevailing  sickness,  and  fears  of  exposure  to  an  epidemic 
disease.  The  irregularity  in  attendance  militated  very  much 
against  Miss  Williams  in  advancing  her  pupils.  Deportment.- 
In  this  regard,  Miss  Williams  manifested  much  zeal,  tact,  and 
a  happy  faculty  in  maintaining  good  order,  without  unneces- 
sary severity.  There  seemed  to  be  an  atmosphere  of  cheer- 
ful moral  and  religious  influence  in  her  school-room;  and  obe- 
dience, quietness,  and  diligence  in  studies  were  sought  on  her 
part,  from  the  higher  plane  of  christian  motives ;  and,  so  far 
as  could  be  discerned,  she  was  successful. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Winter  Term — Miss  M.  E.  Allen,  teacher.  Attendance — 
The  same  may  be  said  of  this  as  of  the  grammar  department; 
and  perhaps  the  evil  effects  of  inconstancy  were  made  more 
apparent  here,  as  a  larger  proportion  of  the  pupils  were  re- 
tained at  home  for  some  length  of  time.  Deportment. — Miss 
Allen  sustained  a  good  influence  over  her  pupils,  and  they,  in 
return,  behaved  as  well  as  could  be  expected  of  children  at 
their  immature  age.  Proficiency. — The  teacher  evinced  great 
earnestness  in  training  her  pupils  to  thought,  and  in  inspiring 
them  with  the  love  of  accuracy,  promptitude^  and  thoroughness. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  IV. 
Prudential  Committee — Allen  D.  Lane. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher — Alice  C.  Lane.  The  well-known  reputation  of 
Miss  Lane,  as  a  teacher,  made  it  presumptive  at  the  outset 
that  in  this  district  we  should  have  a  good  school.  The  re- 
sult full}'  met  this  expectation.  The  order  of  the  school  was 
good  and  the  improvement  all  that  could  be  expected  under 
the  circumstances.  With  so  large  a  number  of  pupils,  and  so 
few  advanced  ones,  it  is  impossible  for  the  teacher  to  make 
so  good  a  show  as  in  a  smaller  school.  All  that  a  faithful 
teacher  could  do  was  done. 

Perfect  in  attendence — Ellen  M.  Arnold/  Hattie  Bolan, 
Eva  L.  Fisher,  M,  Helen  Lane. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher — Edwin  S.  Thayer.  Mr.  Thayer  brought  to  this 
school  a  good  preparation,  showing  himself  amply  qualified 
to  instruct  in  all  the  branches  taught.  Although  this  was  the 
commencement  of  his  efforts  as  a  teacher  he  entered  upon  his 
task  easily  and  naturally,  as  if  confident  of  success.  Having 
the  same  disadvantages  to  contend  with,  as  noted  above,  he 
was  not  able  to  make  so  great  a  show  of  his  work  as  he  would 
have  done  with  a  smaller  school  and  more  advanced  scholars. 

A  good  degree  of  order  was  secured  and  a  fair  amount  of 
work  accomplished  by  the  school.  Mr.  Thayer's  success  ia 
this  first  effort  augurs  well  for  him  as  a  teacher  in  the  future. 

Perfect  in  attendance — M.  Helen  Lane,  William  Graham5 
Robert  E.  Lane,  Henry  Shutc. 


DISTRICT  NO.  V. 
Prudential  Committee — William  R.  Fobes. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher — Lawrence  I.  Wilber,  of  Mansfield.  This  term 
in  No.  5,  was  a  profitable  one.  The  teacher  labored  faithfully 
and  perseveringly  for  the  beuefit  of  her  scholars  and  they 


manifested  a  laudable  interest  to  their  studies";  so  that  tire 
iinal  results  of  the  school  were  satisfactory  to  your  committee 
as  well  as  to  the  parents.  Most  of  the  recitations  on  exam- 
ination day  were  creditable  to  both  teacher,  and  scholars,, 
showing  that  pains  had  been  taken  from  day  to  day  in  their  les- 
sons. Good  order  was  a  pleasing  characteristic  of  the  schooL 
Perfect  in  attendance — Semantha  K.  Sweet,  Fannie  J. 
Rogers. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher — Edward  K.  Allen  of  Walpole.  Mr.  Allen  is  a 
Normal  School  graduate  and  was  a  beginner  in  teaching  in 
this  district.  He  possesssd  high  ideas  of  the  teacher's  voca- 
tion and  labored  with  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his  school.  But 
Ms  efforts  did  not  meet  with  that  degree  of  success  which  he 
had  so  ardently  hoped.  He  failed  somewhat  in  maintaining 
good  order,  so  that  considerable  interest  was  lost  in  study. 
Yet  most  of  the  pupils  made  some  progress. 


DISTRICT  NO.  VI. 
Prudential  Committee — Earl  C.  White. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher — Augusta  C.  Leonard  of  Taunton.  Miss  Leon- 
ard  here  made  her  first  efforts  in  teaching.  All  teachers 
must  have  a  first  term,  a  time  for  making  their  first  trial. 
Very  much  depends  upon  the  skill  and  tact  of  teachers  in 
conveying  instruction,  and  in  adapting  it  to  the  capacity  of 
their  pupils-  Experience  is  a  great  aid  to  any  one,  and  when 
the  first  term  has  expired,  the  teacher  can  look  back  and  see 
things  which  may  be  afterwards  corrected. 

The  school  as  regards  progress  in  study,  was  not  all  that 
could  be  desired,  yet  some  proficiency  was  made. 

Perfect  in  attendance — ^Charles  L.  Wilbur. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Lizzie  E,  Leonard — Teacher.  This  school  was  placed  un- 
der the  tuition  of  the  same  teacher  who  has  done  so  well  in 
past  terms.    Being  firm,  faithful,  and  persevering  in  her  exer- 

♦Perfect  also  in  Winter,. 
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tions,  the  pupils  have  steadily  improved  under  her  care.  Ev  - 
ery thing  moved  along  pleasantly  and  harmoniously.  Good 
order  and  thoroughness  were  pleasing  features  of  the  school. 
Miss  Leonard  possesses  ability  and  tact  for  teaching  and  un- 
derstands well  how  to  adapt  her  teaching  to  the  capacity  of 
the  youngest  pupils.    This  has  indeed  been  a  profitable  term. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Lloyd  E.  White,  S.  Lewis  Leonard, 
Lester  D.  Blandin,  Nettie  E.  White. 


DISTRICT  NO.  VII. 
Prudential  Committee — Dox  P.  Makepeace. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher — Sarah  A.  Hunt.  This  school  has  made  very 
creditable  improvement  under  the  tuition  of  Miss  Hunt.  She 
was  very  mild  in  her  government  of  the  school  and  won  their 
love  by  her  gentle  manners.  The  order  and  progress  of  the 
school  were  satisfactory  to  your  committee. 

Perfect  in  attendance — -'Emily  B.  Waterman,  *Ella  E.  Hill, 
Sarah  E.  Briggs,  Charles  N.  Crane. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Miss  Adelaide  Austin — teacher. 

Attendance. — This  school,  likewise,  has  been  considerably 
affected  in  regard  to  the  regularity  and  constancy  of  its  pu- 
pils in  their  scholastic  labors,  by  reason  of  sickness,  though 
not  suspended  for  this  cause  during  the  term.  The  average 
attendance  during  the  session  has  been  above  the  medium. 

Deportment. — Beside  the  smallness  of  the  school,  the  ad- 
mirable management  of  Miss  Austin  has  contributed  to  make 
this  one  of  the  most  quiet  and  orderly  schools  in  town ;  and 
no  better  opportunity  could  be  afforded  for  acquiring  the  ru- 
diments of  a  common  education,  than  has  been  enjoyed  this 
winter  in  District  No.  7.  Miss  Austin's  experience  in  teach- 
ing, no  doubt,  has  had  much  to  do  with  her  success,  and  this 

♦Perfect  also  in  Winter. 
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fact  should  furnish  a  sufficient  hint  to  committees.;  to  procure 
teachers,  not  for  their  cheapness;  but  for  their  efficiency  and 
skill  as  instructors. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Frank  D.  Hunt, 


DISTRICT  NO.  VIII. 
Prudential  Committee — James  Leonard. 

SUMMER  TERM, 

Martha  L.  Hayward — teacher.  Although  this  was  among 
Miss  Hayward's  early  efforts  at  teaching,  her  success  was 
very  marked.  By  her  kind  and  lady-like  deportment  she  soon 
won  the  affections  of  her  pupils,  which  rendered  it  compara- 
tively easy  to  secure  good  government.  The  school  was  or- 
derly and  quiet,  and  the  interest  manifested  in  study,  especial- 
ly by  the  older  pupils;  was  very  gratifying  to  the  committee. 
The  result  of  the  school  showed  that  the  Prudential  Commit- 
tee, in  employing  Miss  Hayward,  acted  wisely. 

Perfect  in  attendance— Annie  Cannon,  xVlniira  Copeland, 
Mary  T,  Dean,  Annie  J.  Dean,  Nettie  Field,  Hattie  M.  Lincoln, 
Allie  Lincoln,  Sarah  M.  Lincoln,  Annie  Leonard. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher — Horace  W.  Howard. 

Attendance. — The  school,  in  this  respect,  has  been  peculi- 
arly unfortunate,  owing  to  the  prevalence  among  its  pupils  of 
a  contagious  disease,  which  has  made  the  term  well  nigh  use- 
less to  many.  And  the  multitude  of  absences  from  the  differ- 
ent classes  has  operated  much  against  the  efficiency  and 
profit  of  the  teacher's  labors. 

Deportment. — This,  compared  with  that  of  some  of  the 
schools  in  town,  would  be  pronounced  tolerably  fair;  but 
when  measured  by  its  own  merits,  it  would  be  found  wanting 
in  that  perfect  obedience  which  is  desirable,  when  related 
to  the  order  and  quietness  of  the  school-room.  Mr.  Howard 
labored  with  commendable  patience,  and  exhibited  a  deport- 
ment in  the  presence  oi  his  pupils,  which  should  have  served 
as  a  model  to  every  one  under  his  management;  and  it  has 


11 


been  so  with  many  ol*  his  pupils,  as  was  evinced  from  time  to 
time. 

Proficiency. — Mr.  Howard  will  eventually  become  an  excel- 
lent teacher,  when  he  has  gained  more  experience,  become 
filled  with  a  spirit  of  greater  energy  and  promptitude,  and  can 
electrify  his  pupils  with  the  same  zeal  that  fires  his  own  soul. 
As  it  was,,  however,  his  pupils  exhibited  in  many  instances,  a 
fair  improvement  ;  and  on  the  whole,  it  was  as  well  as  could 
be  looked  for.  where  so  much  sickness  had  prevailed.  Some 
of  the  older  pupils  on  the  closing  clay  of  the  term,  exhibited 
a  very  commendable  share  of  mental  culture  and  propriety  of 
taste,  in  the  studies  to  which  the}-  have  attended  during  the 
term  of  the  school. 


SUMMER  SCHOOLS--1863. 


No.  of  District. 

No.  of  days 
|  school  kept. 

1  Whole  No.  of 
;  scholars. 

Average  attend-!  1 
ance. 

No.  of  scholars 
between  5  &  15. 

No.  over  15. 

.30 

25 

18.96  24 

1 

* 

50 

29 

23.75 

2S 

0 

2 

59 

42 

37. 

40 

0 

3 

65 

71 

53. 

63 

4 

4 

96 

59 

>m 

45,78 

53 

2 

5 

60 

34 

26.70 

26 

5 

6 

60 

23 

21.75 

23 

'  2 

7 

79 

28 

21.25 

21 

2 

8 

60 

39 

30. 

34 

total, 

579  |355 

j278.19 

|  315 

*rrimary  Department 


u 

a> 

JO 
D 

'CD 

a  . 

Amount  receiv- 
ed by  Teachers 
as  pav. 

sciiolars 
district,' 
t,  1863.  i 

No.  unc 

Teacher 
per  mc 

^  Z 

fit 

0 

821.(10 

$52.50 

79 

1 

$13.00 

$32.50 

2 

$25.00 

$75.00 

I 

4 

$30.33 

$98.57 

1  66 

4 

$20.00 

$100.00 

im 

3 

$14.00 

$42.00 

32 

3 

$14.00 

$42.00 

29 

2 

$19.00 

$76.00 

25 

2 

$14.00 

$  12.00 

34 

1  *T 

|$  170.33 

j$560J57 

|380 
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WINTER  SCHOOLS-1883-4. 


No.  of  District,  j 

No.  of  days 
school  kept. 

Whole  No.  of  1 
scholars. 

Average  attend- 
ance. 

No.  of  scholars! 
between  5  &  15] 

jNo.  do.  over  15. 

No.  do.  under  5. 

Teachers'  wages 
per  month. 

Amount  receiv- 
ed by  Teachers 
as  pay. 

r  

!  ! 

Money  assigned! 
to  each  District.! 

1 

60 

33 

25.00 

24 

9 

6 

$40.00 

$120.00 

•7->H.  ]  ,) 

* 

66 

28 

19.61 

28 

0 

0 

$14.00 

$42.00 

2 

55 

43 

33.72 

32 

11 

0 

$36.00 

$1)0.00 

$196.22 

3 

75 

08 

46.00 

60 

1 

$34.00 

$127.50 

$233.92 

4 

60 

54 

41.83 

47 

7 

$40.00 

$120.00 

$303.64 

5 

60 

34 

28.14 

25 

3 

$36.00 

$108.00 

$187.43 

6 

96 

30 

26.00 

27 

3 

0 

$21.00 

$94.50 

$196.32 

7 

79 

21 

16.50 

4 

0 

$22.00 

$88.00 

$171.04 

8 

60 

27 

18.00 

23 

4 

0 

$34.00 

$102.00 



$248.50 

Total,  |605  1338  1254.80  [283  |  51  |  4  |  $277.00  j  $901.00  |  $1798.52 


♦Primary  Department. 


In  closing  their  report  your  committee  wish  to  make  a  few 
suggestions  to  which  they  ask  the  special  attention  of  their 
fellow  citizens. 

AMOUNT  OF  MONEY  EAISED. 

Your  committee  cannot  refrain  from  urging,  as  they  hare 
in  previous  reports,  the  desirableness  of  raising  a  larger 
amount  of  money  for  school  purposes. 

According  to  the  present  districting  of  the  town,  and  mode 
of  dividing  the  school-money,  some  oi  the  districts,  though 
paying  small  wages  to  the  teachers,  arc  able  to  continue 
their  schools  only  about  twenty-two  weeks  during  the  year 
— a  term  of  study  altogether  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
pupils. 

As  wages  in  all  other  departments  of  labor  have  already 
greatly  advanced  we  shall  be  obliged  hereafter,  to  pay  larger 
wages  to  teachers,  if  we  secure  the  services  of  those  who  are 
well  qualified  and  experienced  teachers.  This  will  only  tend 
to  shorten  the  schools  still  further.    Three  hundred  dollars, 
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in  addition  to  the  present  amount  raised,  would  scarcely  be 
perceived  by  each  tax-payer;  and  yet  this  would  be  sensibly 
felt  in  the  lengthening  of  the  several  schools. 


It  is  generally  admitted,  we  believed  by  those  best  qualifi- 
ed to  judge,  that  females  as  a  general  rule  have  a  greater  ap- 
titude for  teaching  than  males,  especially  for  small  children. 
And  hence  the  almost  exclusive  employment  of  lady  teachers 
for  our  summer  schools,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  for  our 
winter  schools.  The  only  reason  we  have  heard  assigned  for 
employing  gentlemen  rather  than  lady  teachers  for  the  winter 
schools  is,  that  in  some  of  the  districts  larger  scholars  attend 
who  would  require  a  man  to  govern  them.  The  implication 
is  that  though  ladies  excel  in  teaching,  gentlemen  excel  in  gov- 
erning. Now  your  committee  beg  leave  to  call  in  question 
the  correctness  of  this  conclusion.  According  to  their  obser- 
vation females  succeed  about  as  well  in  the  governing,  and 
general  management  of  the  school,  as  in  the  matter  of  instruct- 
ing. Taking  our  own  reports  for  the  last  lew  years  we  find 
that  the  summer  schools,  taught  exclusively  by  females,  have 
uniformly  been  of  a  higher  order  than  the  winter  schools 
Failures  from  want  of  discipline,  have  been  far  less  frequent. 
The  winter  schools,  more  generally  taught  by  young  men, 
while  they  have  cost  us  about  twice  as  much  as  the  summer 


schools,  as  a  whole  have  really  been  less  valuable. 

Your  committee  therefore,  unanimously  agree  in  recom- 
mending to  the  Prudential  committees  to  aim  at  securing  the 
services  of  well-qualified,  energetic  females  for  the  winter  as 
well  as  for  the  summer  schools.  By  so  doing  you  will  be 
able  to  pay  a  fair  compensation,  thus  securing  the  best  talent 
and  at  the  same  time  extend  the  length  of  the  schools,  obviat- 
ing in  a  measure  the  evil  noted  above. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  FEMALES  AS  TEACHERS. 


School 
Committee, 


Norton,  March  22d,  1864. 


ANNUAL 


TOWN  REPORTS 


NORTON", 


For  the  Year  ending  March  1st,  1864. 


TAUNTON: 
Union  Gazette  and  Democrat  Of 
templar  hall  building. 

1864. 


ASSESSORS'  REPORT. 


The  Assessors,  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Treasur- 
er and  Auditing  Committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  Re- 
port : — 


Valuation  of  the  town,  $895,500  00 
«       "  Real  Estate,  590,000  00 
"  Personal  Estate,  805,500  00 
Increased  valuation,  75,800  00 
Rate  of  taxation  $11  40  on  $1000. 
Number  of  Polls,  409. 
Amount  assessed  for  schools,  1,500  00 
Amount  assessed  for  the  support  of  the  Poor  and  In- 
cidental expenses,  2,400  00 
Amount  assessed  for  State  tax.  2.424  00 
"          "       "  County  tax,  899  98 
"  Overlay,  849  94 
Hignway  deficiencies,  5  2s 
Reimbursement  Bounty  Tax,  8,452  88 


Whole  amount  committed  to  Collector,  111,081  98 


Your  Assessors  would  state  that  before  making  the  foregoing 
valuation,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  would  require 
every  individual  tax  payer  to  make  oath  to  his  or  her  list  of  tax- 
able personal  property,  (farm  stock  excepted,  thereby  making 
their  own  valuation,)  which  was  readily  done  by  nearly  all. — 
There  were  some  few  exceptions  we  are  sorry  to  say  who  utterly 
refused  to  give  us  any  list,  and  some  who  did  give  us  a  list  refus- 
ed to  make  oath  to  the  same,  although  urgently  requested  so  to 
do.  Such  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  dooming.  In  some  in- 
stances we  may  have  erred  in  estimating  too  highly,  in  others  too 
low.  Those  who  were  over-estimated  can  find  a  remedy  another 
year  by  doing  what  they  were  requested  to  do  the  past  year,  viz  : 
give  in  a  list  and  make  oath  to  its  correctness  according  to  their 
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best  knowledge  and  judgment.  Those  who  are  under-estimated, 
if  any,  will  be  likely  to  keep  silent  until  the  Assessors  shall  raise 
them  to  a  sum  which  will  make  them  willing  to  conform  to  pre- 
scribed rules  and  regulations.  If  there  were  any  who  swore 
falsely  to  the  list  they  gave  us,  the  responsibility  must  rest  where 
it  rightfully  belongs,  on  their  own  heads,  not  ours.  With  the  wish 
that  this  valuation  might  be  as  perfect  as  we  endeavored  to  make 
it,  we  respectfully  submit  it  to  your  consideration,  hoping  you  will 
instruct  our  successors  to  carry  out  the  plan  we  have  adopted. 


SELECTMEN'S 


EXPENSES  FOR  SCHOOLS 


DISTRICT  NO.  1. 


Paid  Hannah  A.  Williams,  10  weeks,  Summer, 
"   Hattie  Willis, 

kk   for  Wood  and  fitting  the  same  for  lires, 
"    L.  Burrington,  3  months  Winter, 


Emily  A  .  Spraker,  3  " 


I  52  50 
82  50 
18  75 
120  00 
42  00 


1265  75 


DISTRICT  NO.  2. 


Paid  Maria  Tolman,  12  weeks,  Summer, 
"   for  Wood, 

"  Simeon  G.  Dunbar,  11  weeks,  Winter, 
L'   Oren  E.  Walker,  lor  repairs. 


*75  00 
16  50 
99  00 

2  on 


$192  5:1 


DISTBICT  NO.  3. 


Paid  Augusta  YV.  Williams,  18  weeks,  Summer, 
"   Mary  E.  Allen, 

«<       «  «  15  weeks,  Winter. 


|59  50 
89  00 
5  250 
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-  Augusta  W.  Williams,  «,<  "  "  75  00 
"   for  Wood  and  building  fires,  27  57 

$253  57 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

Paid  Alice  C.  Lane,  20  weeks,  Summer,  $100  00 

"   Edwin  S.  Thayer,  8  months,  Winter,  120  00 

-  for  Wood,  1.)  84 

$235  84 

DISTRICT  NO.  5, 

Paid  L.  J.  Wilbur,  12  weeks,  Summer,  I  42  00 

"   Edward  K.  Allen,  8  months,  Winter,  108  00 

-  for  Wood,  13  00 


DISTRICT  NO.  b. 


DISTRICT  NO.    i  . 


DISTRICT  NO.  8. 


$163  00 


Paid  Augusta  C.  Leonard,  12  weeks,  Summer,  $42  00 

"   for  Wood,  19  38 

"   Lizzie  E.  Leonard,  18  weeks,  Winter,  94  50 


$155  88 


Paid  Sarah  A.  Hunt,  1(5  weeks,  Summer,  176  00 

"  Wood  and  cutting,  4  98 

ki   Adelaide  E.  Austin,  4  months,  Winter,  88  00 

"    Calvin  M.  Hunt,  for  repairs,  8  68 


$172  61 


Paid  Martha  L.  Hayward,  12  weeks,  Summer,  #45  00 

"   for  Wood,  12  04 

"   Horace  W.  Howard,  12  Weeks,  Winter,  102  00 

§159  04 


EXPENSES  OF  ALMS  HOUSE. 

Paid  Lloyd  E.  Leonard,  for  6  months'  services,  due  last 

last  year,  $75  00 


.$75  00 

u  J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  groceries,  grain  and  clothing,     267  04 
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kk  Lloyd  B.  Leonard,  for  1  year  services.  17")  00 
'k       "     "       "        "  paying  for  sundry  articles,  49  28 
"  H.  Bates,  for  articles  bought,  25  15 
"  for  Paint,  Glass,  and  articles  bought.  9  47 
kk  W.  D.  Witherell,  for  paying  bills,  5  50 
"  Gustavus  D.  Leonard,  for  haying,  30 
"  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  aid,  14  00 
"  Chas.  A.  Drake,  for  repairing  and  varnishing  car- 
riages, 9 
«  C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  meat,  38  04 
"  Samuel  Hodges,  for  a  Horse,  150  00 


$77;}  10 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Dr.  P.  W.  Allen,  for  medical  attendance  on  Wm  B. 

Tucker,  $10  00 

"   Sylvanus  Makepeace,  house  rent,  assistance,  and  fu- 
neral charges,  in  Ephraim  Tucker's  family,  82  77 
kW   Sylvanus  Makepeace,  for  assistance  to  Marda  Braman,  6  50 
•i   J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  assistance  to  James  White,  8  00 
ik   Town  of  Bridge  water,  for  medical  assistance  to  James 

W.  White,  a  minor,  7  2>*> 

"  Town  of  Abington,  for  assistance  to  George  W.  White,  2  00 
"   For  wood  furnished  Mary  Eddy,  8  25 

"   Philo  Washburn,  for  coffin  and  robe  for  Widow  Mary 

Tucker,  5  75 

"    Dr.  J.  R.  Bronson  and  others,  for  medical  atten- 
dance and  assistance  to  Elizabeth  C.  Shute,  17  00 
"   J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  assistance  to  Patrick  O'Brien,       10  00 
"   Earl  W.  Stone,  for  the  support  of  Lucinda  Stone,        81  20 
"   H.  Bates,  for  assistance  to  Hannah  Smith.                21  50 

$210  22 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR  OF  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on  Gilbert 

B.  Leonard's  family,  145  50 

"  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  aid  to  G.  Henry  Leon- 
ard's family,  7  50 

"   Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  aid  to  D.  K.  Leonard  s 

family,  IS  00 
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S.  W.  Lincoln,  for  assistance  to  D.  Iv.  Leonard's 
family,  10  46 

kk  For  assistance  and  funeral  charges  of  Joanna  C.  Ta- 

ber,  22  08 

"  Dr.  Wm.  F.  Perry  and  Dr.  Wm.  G.  Allen,  for  atten- 
dance on  William  Leonard's  family,  20  33 


*120  87 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  A.  Caswell,  salary  as  liquor  agent,  $50  00 

"   Ide  &  Hall,  for  printing  reports  of  1863,  Dog  and 

Assessors'  notices,  4*0  80 

**   J.  H.  Crane,  for  varnishing  hearse,  6  00 

"   A.  Caswell's  liquor  license,  13  33 

kk   C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane,  for  a  lamb  killed  by  dogs,  3  50 

"  II .  Bates,  for  removing  pauper  to  State  Alms  House,  2  75 
ik  P.  Washburn,  for  coffin  and  shroud  for  Robert  Briggs,  0  00 
•4   A.  C.  King,  for  services  and  expenses  in  small  pox 

cases,  9  90 
"    Austin  Messinger,  for  paying  for  Book  for  recording 

Soldiers,  Express,  Postage  and  Stationery,  8  50 
"   W.  D.  Witherell,  for  paying  for  keeping  transient 

paupers,  and  other  small  bills,  9  25 

kk   H.  Bates,  for  horse  and  carriage  on  town  business,  12  50 

"   W.  D.  Witherell,  "  "       "        "     "       «  12  50 

"   For  Stationery,  Express  and  Postage,  10  81 

"  "  Printing,  4  00 
ik   W.  D.  Witherell,  for  travelling  expenses  on  pauper 

cases,  5  80 

"   H.  Bates  for  travelling  expenses  on  pauper  cases,  4  31 

"    "      "       "  paying  sundry  small  bills,  12  70 

$212  05 


DEBTS  PAID. 

Amount  of  Interest  Paid  on  the  Town  Debt.  $690  4(5 

Amount  of  Principal  ,w  5,035  00 


15,725  40 


8 

STATE  AID  TO  FAMILIES  OP  VOLUNTEERS. 

Paid  sundry  persons  from  March  1st,  1863,  to  Janu- 
ary 1st,  1864,  11482  51 
"   sundry  persons  from  Jauuary  1st,  to  March  1st, 

1864,  172  36 

$1654  87 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  Lemuel  C.  Witherell,  for  plank  and  spikes  for 

bridge  in  District  No.  2,  $15  70 

"  *  S.  W.  Lincoln  for  gravel  bought  in  District  No.  8,      10  00 

$25  TO 


EXPENSES  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Rev.  Samuel  Beane,  for  services  as  School  Commit- 
tee for  the  year  ending  April,  1863,  $35  50 
"   Benj.  E.  Sweet,  for  services  as  School  Committee  for 

the  year  ending  April,  1863,  32  00 


a 


$67  50 

Rev.  Samuel  Beane,  for  service  as  School  Committee 

for  the  year  ending  April,  1864,  32  00 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,  for  services  as  School  Committee 

for  the  year  ending  April,  1864,  32  00 

Rev.  Geo.  W.  Wallace,  for  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee for  six  months,  12  00 
Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter,  for  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee for  six  months,                                       15  00 
G.  H.  Arnold,  for  warning  six  Town  Meetings,          15  00 
u  Earl  C.  White,  for  services  as  Assessor,                  41  25 
"   Benj.  E.  Sweet,  for  services  as  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,                                             20  00 
W.  D.  Witherell,  for  collecting  Taxes,                    104  80 
"     "  "       "         "  services  as  Assessor,                  41  25 
"     "  "       "          "       "     "  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,                                              88  50 
"  Horatio  Bates,  for  services  as  Assessor,                  41  25 
;'       "       •<        "       "       "  Selectman   and  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,                                              88  50 
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M   Austin  Messinger,  lor  services  as  Treasurer,  80  TO 

"  "         "   recording  Births,  Marriages, 

Deaths  and  Soldiers,  80  00 

1592  25 

Sixty  dollars  of  the  above  amount  charged  by  W.  D.  Witherell 
and  H.  Bates  is  for  time  spent  in  the  performance  of  military  du- 
ties connected  with  the  office  of  Selectmen  aside  from  raising 
men  under  the  call  of  October  17th,  1863. 


LIQUOR  AGENCY. 
Amount  paid  for  liquor  for  the  year  ending  May  2d, 


1863,  $148  59 

Salary  of  Agent  for  one  year,  50  00 

United  States  License  to  May  1st,  1808,  13  38 


1211  92 

Amount  of  liquor  sold  in  one  year,  *172  42 

H  cash  paid  to  balance,  89  50 


#21 1  92 

Estimated  value  of  liquor  on  hand,  |40  00 


RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  support  of  Schools,  $1,597  72 

u     "       "      "  Almshouse,  due  last  year,  75  00 

"       a     "       "  773  10 

«     "       "     of  Poor  out  of  Almshouse,  210  22 

"     "       14      «     "    of  other  towns,  120  87 

"     "  Roads  and  Bridges,  25  70 

"     "  Incidental  Expenses,  212  65 

"     u  State  aid  to  families  of  volunteers,  1 ,654  87 

u     '*  Town  officers,  due  last  year,  07  50 

a     it     u       u  592  25 

"   Money  borrowed,  5,035  00 

"   Interest  on  money  borrowed,  690  40 


Total  amount  drawn  from  Treasury,  11 1,055  84 


Value  of  stock,  furniture,  provisions  and  farming 

tools  on  town  farm  March  1st,  1864,  11,255  90 

Amount  ot  expenses  at  Almshouse  during  the  year.  778  10 
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Received  from  sales  from  town  farm,  -^82  36 

For  going  with  the  hearse,  26  00 

"  keeping  transient  paupers,  7  00 

 115  36 


Amount  of  expense  exclusive  of  income  from  farm,     $6'57  74 


W.  D.  Witherell,  \  Selectim 
H.  Bates,  of 
Ben  J.  E.  Sweet,     )  Norton 


TRKASUKEK'S  REPOKT. 


Cash  in  the  Treasury,  March  24,  1863,  #8  18 

Received  of  A.  Caswell,  Liquor  Agent.  23  83 

"       State  School  Fund,  78  10 

"       Borowed  Money,  3084  00 

-k       Income  of  Town  Farm,  82  36 

for  Dog  Licenses,  74  70 

from  Town  of  West  Bridge w  ate  r,  6  17 

"    Town  of  Wareham,  23  .08 

Town  of  Taunton,  98  79 

"       from  Joseph  Copeland,  Collector  for  1861,  2  10 

"     Timothy  Smith,         "       "  1860,              1  75 

"     Wm.  D  Witherell,    «       "  1808,        7904  53 

"     State,  for  State  Aid,  820  67 
"         "     State,  for  Reimbursement  of  Bounties,       5500  00 

for  Dog  Fine,  10  00 

for  Old  Bullets  sold,  21  00 


117,739  20 

CONTRA, 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,  $11,055  34 

"  State  Tax,  2424  00 

"  Reimbursement  Bounty  Tax,  3^52  83 

-  Abatement  of  Taxes  for  1863,  79  53 

Cash  in  Treasury  March  19,  1864,  727  56 


#17,780  20 
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Amount  clue  the  several  School  Districts  March  19,  .1864. 


District  JNo.  I  — 

|&Q<3  • in 

I  i                i,  i  Q 

~  70 
•  )  (  -1 

t«  _j.  

(tit   I  •-> 
oo  4-> 

kk  Repairs — 

3  26 

82  44 

u  7 

134  4( ; 

mi  42 

Austin  Messinger,  Town  Treasurer. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


Town  of  Norton  in  account  with  sundry  persons  : 

1864.  Dr. 
To  Notes  and  Interest  due  sundry  persons,  March 

1st,  1864,  $9083  SI 

"  Amount  due  the  several  School  Districts.  42 

"    "  Do.a:  Fund,  369  10 


88 

Or. 

To  amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  March  1st, 

1804,  $    727  56 

To  amount  due  from  the  State  for  aid  to  families  of 

Volunteers,  2,148  55 

To  amount  in  hands  of  A.  L.  Pratt,  Col.  1857,  28  47 

"     "      "     "  I.  Smith,  Col.  1860,  l(j  19 

  "     "  C  H.  Arnold,  Col.  1861,  5  35 

a     "     "    u  W.  D.  Witherell,  Col.  186-3,,       2,227  52 
M  of  Town  Maps,  4  HO 


15,148  44 

Amount  to  balance  accounts,  5,015  8<» 


Town  debt  March  1st,  I860,  110,766  57 

"      1st,  1864.  5,015  89 


110,163  88 


VI 

Amount  of  Notes  the  town  is  payirig    per  cent,  inter- 
est for,  $t#08  oo 
We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasure  r 
and  Selectmen  and  found  them  correctly  kept,  and  charges  sus- 
tained by  proper  vouchers. 

Elkanah  Wood,  .Jn.,  )    t    ■*• . . 
Enoch  Tebbetts  Auditing 
Ruel  Robinson,         |  Committee; 

Taunton,  March  19th  1Hi;4, 


VOLUNTEER  ASSESSMENT. 


The  following  is  a  list  off  Names  of*  the  Tax  Payers  of  Norton,  show- 
ing the  amount  apportioned  to  each  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  quota 
of  October  17th,  1863,  and  also  showing  the  amount  paid  by  each  (as 
compiled  from  the  Subscription  papers)  : 


DISTRICT  NO.  1. 


Amount 
Apportioned . 

Amount 
Paid. 

Joseph  S.  Adams, 

SI  25 

George  Barker, 

5  21 

$5  00 

Alfred  Barker, 

1 1  33 

i  is  as 

Harriet  Barrows, 

14  58 

1 4  58 

Edwin  Barrows, 

1  25 

1  25 

Mary  Bassett, 

72 

Esther  Briggs, 

36 

John  Bradfield, 

1  43 

1  43 

Wm.  V.  Bagley, 

I  48 

1  43 

Rev.  Samuel  Beane, 

1  25 

1  25 

Heirs  of  S.  B.  Braman, 

2  52 

Patrick  Brady, 

2  15 

2  15 

John  Brady, 

1  25 

6  25 

Widow  Nancy  Blandin, 

72 

.Nancy  W.  Blandin, 

72 

Emily  Blandin, 

72 

John  Briggs, 

1  25 

Daniel  Carpenler, 

4  85 

Thomas  Carpenter, 

3  77 

3  77 

Alvares  Caswell, 

19  07 

20  00 

Ann  S.  Caswell, 

14  40 

Charles  Conaty, 

5  21 

5  20 

\C)arrisa  Darv  . 

1  44 

Charles  A.  Drake. 
George  Duckworth. 
Mason  Freeman, 
Nathaniel  Freeman, 
Schuyler  Freeman. 
Patrick  Galligan, 
Hiram  S.  Freeman, 
George  \V.  Freeman, 
David  Fitzgerald, 
Joseph  Fitzgerald, 
Thomas  Goochi 
Mixter  Gibhs, 
Terrence  Gilrov, 
Charles  Hagerty, 
Heirs  of  Earl  Hodges, 
Harriott  Hodges, 
Royal  P.  Hodges, 
Heirs  of  Newton  Hodges. 
Heirs  of  John  Hunt, 
Henry  Hunt, 
Edwin  Hathaway, 
Hiram  Hodges, 
Frank  Hodges, 
Samuel  Hodges, 
David  L.  Hodges, 
William  Knowles, 
Zeno  Kelly, 
Polly  King, 
AVm.  A.  King, 
Artemas  C.  King,, 
Artemas  C.  King,  Jr., 
Hon.  Cromwell  Leonard, 
Heirs  of  Luen  Leonard, 
Rev.  C.  D.  Lothrop, 
James  O.  Messinger, 
James  A.  Messinger, 
Austin  Messinger, 
James  O.  Macomber, 
Michael  McGinty, 
Caroline  C.  Metcalf, 
Cornelius  O'Brine, 
John  F.  Pierce, 
George  L.  Perry. 
Dr.  B.  M.  Round, 
John  R.  Roger  son. 
Alfred  V.  Rogerson, 
Mary  Rogerson, 
Ruel  Robinson, 
Benjamin  II.  Richmond, 
Eliza  Sweet. 
Timothy  Smith. 


1  70 

10  00 

1  25 

13  07 

8  63 

5  00 

12  41 

8  00 

2  57 

1  25 

6  25 

1  43 

4  67 

1  25 

2  51 

2  51 

1  25 

1  25 

3  41 

3  11 

3  96 

1  80 

1  80 

10  07 

10  07 

13  50 

5  00 

17  46 

5  00 

12  50 

7  00 

1  25 

2  15 

1  25 

I  25 

8  09 

15  00 

1  25 

7  19 

3  00 

10  07 

10  00 

4  86 

4  86 

'3  77 

Oil 

3  77 

»j  i  i 

3  77 

1  25 

2  00 

9ft  07 

28  07 

17  64 

47 

5  03 

5  03 

I  25 

6  25 

8  63 

8  63 

1  25 

1  25 

9  00 

1  25 

1  43 

7  00 

X    U  1 

Hi  1  0 

16  10 

2  87 

7  87 

5  04 

5  04 

8  45 

5  57 

72 

3  77 

II 


Charles  T.  Smith, 

1  25 

Nathan  Smith, 

.35  45 

Sanford  Smith, 

1  79 

Earl  W.  Stone, 

5  93 

3  00 

George  W.  Storer, 

1  9r> 

Josephus  Skinner, 

1  25 

]  00 

Seneca  Sanford, 

10  2-*) 

Lucinda  Shelly, 

52  02 

30  00 

do       for  house  by  G.  W.  Freeman, 

2  88 

George  M.  Sweet, 

9  35 

George  A.  Sweet, 

1  25 

1  25 

Louisa  Seaver, 

3  78 

2  CO 

Nancy  Smith, 

L  08 

Charles  H.  Smith, 

3  77 

3  77 

Patrick  Steadman. 

2  33 

Oliver  Sweet, 

1  25 

Thompson  Tripp, 

7  37 

Oliver  S.  Titus, 

5  39 

Ebenezer  Tinkham, 

10  97 

10  00 

Enoch  Tebbetts, 

27  89 

George  W.  Wild, 

I  25 

1  25 

William  A.  West, 
Wheaton  Wheeler, 

14  40 

1  25 

Loren  Willis, 
James  L.  Wrigley, 

8  99 

8  00 

3  05 

3  05 

Ichabod  Willis, 

12  05 

10  00 

Loren  B.  Willis, 

1  25 

1  25 

Hiram  H.  Wethercll. 

7  55 

5  00 

Sophia  White, 

5  22 

Sophia  H.  White, 

4  68 

2  00 

George  White,  Jr., 

1  25 

1  25 

Hon.  L.  M.  Wheaton, 

269  00 

100  0(» 

William  B.  West, 

7  00 

Abby  Goodwin, 

1  00 

Betsey  W.  Griffin, 

1  00 

Wm.  H.  Wrigley, 

25  00 

Total, 

#488  iS 

DI5TRICI    ISO.  Z. 

.Jason  F.  Alden, 

$3  05 

S3  25 

Emerson  Briggs, 
Edmon  Briggs, 

CO  ' 

1  79 

45  51 

Beniamin  G.  Bribers, 
Isaac  F.  Braman. 

8  63 

5  00 

3  05 

n  oo 

Widow  Thomas  Braman, 

25  74 

20  00 

William  H.  Boland, 

2  33 

3  00 

Apollos  N.  Briggs, 

1  25 

2  00 

George  Brock, 

I  25 

10  00 

George  W.  Codding, 

1  25 

5  00 

N.  Andrew  Dean, 

4  50 

19  00 

15 


Henry  S.  Freeman, 

24  17 

San  forth  Freeman, 

8  Oil 

i  00 

Samuel  G.  Hicks, 

7  84 

3  00 

John  Harvey, 

18  35 

23  35 

Allen  M.  Horfon, 

1  25 

Charles  C.  Hon-, 

1  97 

3  00 

Amos  Ide, 

1  25 

Don  F.  Lane, 

8  09 

8  09 

C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane, 

30  40 

40  40 

George  Lane, 

4  (57 

5  00 

William  Lane, 

24  11 

25  00 

Thomas  Lincoln, 

1  25 

Dav  id  W.  Makepeace, 

3  41 

2  00 

David  Prior, 
Marshall  G.  Sumner, 

1  25 

1  25 

2  15 

6  00 

William  Sweet, 

4  18 

10  00 

Lydia  Sweet, 

2  10 

2  00 

Serena  Sweet, 

1  00 

Phebe  Dantbrth, 

1  00 

Albert  Skinner, 

5  93 

6  00 

John  Shaw, 

6  65 

7  OU 

George  B.  Shaw, 

I  25 

4  00 

Hezekiah  Sweet, 

4  55 

10  00 

Henry  Sherman, 

1  61 

Walton  F.  Shattuck, 

5  21 

5  50 

William  Wetherell, 

6  11 

5  00 

Lemuel  C.  Wetherell, 

1  79 

8  00 

William  Wetherell,  Jr., 

1  49 

4  00 

Caleb  S.  Wetherell, 

22  13 

10  00 

Benjamin  C.  Wetherell, 

9  89 

5  00 

Stilman  A.  Wetherell, 

6  83 

12  00 

Thomas  B.  Wetherell, 

1  25 

5  00 

Charles  H.  Wetherell. 

1  25 

4  25 

Oren  E.  Walker 

8  27 

12  00 

Elkanah  Wheeler. 

5  03 

2  00 

1  79 

1 0  on 

Total. 

$821  09 

JM^  1  nil   1      ll  U«  »J» 

John  Lincoln, 

2  23 

3  23 

Charles  W.  Sprague. 

3  05 

5  00 

A.  S.  Tucker, 

9  53 

9  53 

Ann  M.  Woodward, 

4  68 

4  68 

A.  A.  Lincoln,  Jr., 

10  61 

35  00 

Luther  Lincoln, 

1  79 

17  00 

David  A.  Lincoln, 

1  25 

6  00 

Cornelius  Fuller, 

4  67 

12  00 

George  S.  Harvey, 

1  25 

7  75 

George  B.  Lincoln. 

5  39 

1 3  39 

Josephus  "Woodward, 

1  25 

9  0o 
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Wm.  N.  McGee, 
Charles  W.  King, 
Lewis  L.  Austen, 
Olive  Horton, 
Horatio  H.  Hall, 
John  Wallace, 
Patrick  Marley, 
Enoch  Lewis, 
Nort©n  Furnace  Co., 
David  A.  Arnold, 
Greenleaf  Williams, 
Alonzo  P.  Holmes, 
Peter  Woodward, 
Daniel  B.  Lincoln, 
Hannah  P.  Arnold, 
Patrick  Cosgrove, 
Francis  Donahoe, 
Charles  B.  Horton, 
George  F.  Lineoln, 
John  M.  McCormick, 
Josiah  Woodward,  Jr., 
Josiah  Woodward, 
Calvin  Willis, 
James  Allen, 
Asa  P.  Holmes, 
Albert  Perry, 
Daniel  Gallagaw, 
Silas  R.  Goff, 
Patrick  Donnelly, 
Edward  Gaffaney, 
Barney  Leady, 
William  Lenaghan, 
Charles  Marley, 
Michael  Marley, 
Thomas  McCaffrey, 
Peter  Smith, 
Philip  Smith, 
Michael  Smith, 
Charles  Sprague, 
Charles  Sprague,  Jr., 
Cornelius  Dame, 
Barney  Coyle, 
Owen  Gaffaney, 
Richard  H.  Hall, 
James  Conaty, 
James  Cosgrove, 
Patrick  Plumkett, 
John  Plumkett, 
James  Conaty,  2d, 
Edward  Reiley, 
Thomas  Donahoe, 


1  25 

9  00 

1  25 

9  00 

1  1)7 

1  61 

6  61 

6  29 

13  29 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

2  25 

1  24 

9  00 

7  20 

7  20 

7  91 

5  00 

4  13 

4  00 

1  25 

8  00 

1  25 

1  25 

3  77 

3  77 

2  1G 

2  16 

2  G9 

3  69 

1  25 

1  25 

2  15 

3  15 

2  51 

9  01 

2  33 

2  33 

2  87 

10  00 

42  47 

42  47 

23  75 

23  75 

9  71 

15  71 

7  01 

14  11 

5  92 

G  00 

6  65 

8  15 

1  79 

2  97 

1  79 

3  58 

2  51 

3  51 

1  25 

1  75 

1  61 

1  61 

1  25 

2  25 

1  25 

7  25 

1  97 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

2  25 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

3  59 

7  71 

1  25 

2  00 

1  25 

2  25 

1  25 

2  25 

11  69 

16  69 

•2  87 

3  87 

1  25 

2  25 

4  31 

5  31 

1  25 

2  25 

1  25 

2  25 

2  69 

1  61 

1  25 

1  25 

17 

Daniel  Cosgrove, 
Daniel  McCaffrey, 
Hugh  Gillroy, 
Patrick  Smith, 
James  Coyle, 
Peter  Leady, 
Bradford  N.  Woodward, 
Edward  Gallagan, 
Lewis  H.  Willis, 
Asa  Arnold, 
Alexander  J.  Eddy, 
Abigail  Freeman, 
Thomas  Galligan, 
James  Galligan, 
A.  A.  Lincoln, 
Seneca  Lincoln, 
Seneca  L.  Lincoln, 
Thomas  Marley, 
James  Smith, 
Emery  E.  Willis, 
Crocker  Brothers  &  Co., 

Total, 


John  Arnold, 
David  Arnold, 
George  H.  Arnold, 
Ephraim  Allen, 
Mrs.  Ephraim  Allen, 
Horatio  Bates, 
Savellion  H.  Bates, 
Harrison  Crossman, 
Leander  Chace, 
Bradford  Chapman, 
James  Card, 
James  Carter, 
Bethiah  Deane, 
Maurice  Dinning, 
Samuel  Fletcher, 
Leonard  Hodges, 
Henry  G.  Hodges, 
Jervis  Hodges, 
Williams  Hodges, 
Alfred  B.  Hodges, 
William  Harvey, 
Elnathan  Jones, 
Allen  Lane, 
Augustus  Lane, 
Daniel  Lane,  Jr., 
Samuel  H.  Lane, 


no.  4. 


1  25 

I  25 

3  95 

3  95 

1  25 

7  50 

1  43 

2  00 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

8  81 

5  00 

1  25 

1  00 

3  59 

4  00 

17  99 

2  33 

2  52 

1  25 

1  25 

1  43 

14  03 

2  15 

1  25 

52  01 

9  71 

216  00 

$451  04 

$10  61 

$10  61 

7  73 

5  00 

8  99  - 

9  00 

8  63 

2  00 

2  00 

4  13 

13  26 

1  25 

5  00 

6  47 

3  05 

10  00 

1  25 

2  00 

2  69 

2  69 

1  25 

8  24 

1  43 

1  43 

1  25 

1  25 

14  03 

14  00 

3  41 

7  00 

7  55 

9  17 

6  00 

1  25 

1  25 

3  05 

13  85 

12  00 

10  97 

11  00 

3  25 

3  00 

10  97 

10  00 

18 


David  C.  Lane, 
Alvin  D.  Lee, 

John  Leedham,  | 

do  for  Samuel  Leedham,) 
William  Leedham, 
Thomas  Leedham, 
James  Leedham, 
Allen  D.  Lane, 
William  A.  Lane, 
John  L.  Munroe, 
James  McCabbe,  ) 

do.  for  Patrick  McCabbe,  ) 
Wheaton  Mfg.  Co., 
Michael  McNamara, 
Peter  Maddoc, 
James  McMahan, 
Andrew  O'Brien, 
Thomas  O'Brien, 
Andrew  O'Brien,  Jr., 
Kdward  O'Brien, 
Augustus  L.  Pratt, 
Benjamin  Richmond, 
Ward  Richmond, 
David  H.  Richmond, 
William  Shepley, 
Joseph  Snow, 
Benjamin  D.  Stanley, 
Cyril  S.  Sweet, 
Benjamin  R.  Sweet, 
James  Smith,  2d, 
Julius  Skinner, 
Tisdale  B.  Thayer, 
John  Wilber, 
Rev.  George  W.  Wallace, 
Marcus  M.  Fisher, 

Total, 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

Alanson  Bruce, 
William  Bruce, 
Wm.  B.  Blandin, 
Daniel  S.  Cohb, 
Silas  H.  Cobb, 
Theodore  Carver, 
Robert  Dixon, 
John  S.  Elliott, 
Alexander  Foster, 
Wm.  R.  Fobes, 
Ephraim  Francis, 
Lewis  A.  Francis, 


8  09 

8  09 

3  05 

3  05 

2  50 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

o  bo 

4  00 

1  25 

2  87 

4  02 

4  00 

118  72 

4  49 

4  00 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

2  33 

1  97 

1  97 

2  87 

2  87 

7  55 

7  19 

3  23 

2  00 

7  55 

5  00 

1  25 

20  87 

10  00 

8  27 

8  27 

7  73 

7  73 

3  41 

3  59 

3  41 

3  41 

3  59 

6  83 

2  00 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

$195  41 

$2  87 

1  25 

4  13 

$4  13 

24  11 

25  00 

1  25 

1  25 

7  91 

5  00 

2  87 

2  87 

3  23 

2  00 

3  23 

8  00 

3  05 

2  00 

1  25 

1  79 

10  00 

10 


Moses  Hunt, 

2  51 

3  00 

Isaac  Hardon, 

5  93 

5  93 

T     1              1\       TT  J 

John  D.  Hardon, 

1  25 

15  00 

Joshua  Lucas, 

1  25 

1  25 

Lloyd  hi.  Leonard, 

1  25 

6  25 

Ezekiel  Leonard, 

5  21 

5  21 

Harvey  E.  Lincoln, 

1  61 

1  61 

James  L.  Leavitt, 

1  25 

4  25 

Nathaniel  Newcomb, 

136  97 

Harriott  A.  JNewcomb, 

2  51 

2  41 

Henry  C.  Perry, 

6  11 

4  00 

John  Patten, 

12  77 

12  77 

Ezra  Perry, 

9  53 

14  53 

Charles  Kogers, 

3  23 

Seth  Smith, 

9  17 

Stillman  Smith, 

6  47 

6  47 

Stillman  L.  is.  Smith, 

4  13 

8  00 

William  W.  Smith, 

1  25 

15  90 

rJenj.  JL.  oweet, 

8  45 

13  45 

Orville  J3.  Sweet, 

2  33 

2  33 

Lydia  0.  Sweet, 

5  40 

5  40 

Benjamin  Sweet, 

11  87 

11  87 

Joseph  D.  Sweet, 

13  49 

13  49 

do.    for  Joseph  F.  Sweet, 

1  25 

15  00 

James  M.  Sweet, 

10  25 

5  00 

Seth  Sumner, 

8  81 

8  81 

Alvin  Smith, 
George  W.  Smith, 

3  77 

3  77 

5  21 

10  21 

Alvin  P.  Smith, 

2  51 

10  00 

Daniel  B.  Smith, 
Allen  B.  Tucker, 

2  15 

7  00 

9  53 

7  00 

do.    for  James  E.  Tucker, 

1  25 

2  00 

ttt        m  T 

Wm.  Tozer,  Jr., 

2  69 

Hannah  L.  B.  1  oilman, 

1  62 

Jason  L.  Thompson, 

1  25 

(Iran    WTi  1  rin  t» 

v^ren  vy  nour, 

16  01 

Lemuel  K.  Wilbur, 

5  39 

Friend, 

1  25 

Total, 


Simeon  Blandin, 
Melzer  Burt, 
Jesse  Blandin, 
Jesse  H.  Blandin, 
Isaac  S.  Blandin, 
George  O.  Blandin, 
Gardner  Blandin, 
Daniel  Buckley, 
Joseph  Draper, 


$282  51 


DISTRICT  NO.  6. 


$5  93 
3  23 
54 

2  87 

3  05 
1  25 
1  25 
1  25 
6  65 


51 
3  00 
3  05 
7  00 
7  00 
2  00 
7  00 


20 


Samuel  A.  Draper, 
Daniel  B.  Davis, 
Perez  Foster, 
George  Foster, 
Betsey  N.  Godfrey, 
James  Gilbert, 
Benjamin  S.  Hall, 
Hiram  J.  Hunt, 
George  R.  Leonard,  | 
George  H.  Leonard,  j 
Moses  Lincoln, 
Eddy  Lincoln, 
Heirs  of  Oliver  Lincoln, 
"     "  Laban  Lincoln, 
Oren  F.  Lincoln, 
Josiah  Newcomb, 
John  B.  Newcomb, 
Joseph  G.  Newcomb, 
Timothy  O'Brine, 
Lemuel  Perry, 
George  R.  Perry, 
George  W.  Spaulding, 
Jonathan  Shepardson, 
Elkanah  Wood,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  H.  Wood, 
Elkanah  Wood, 
Eli  Wood, 
Caroline  Wood, 
J.  Stephen  Wood, 
Earl  C.  White, 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Jason  White, 
Cyrus  White, 
Oren  Wilbur,  Jr., 


1  61 

2  00 

2  69 

3  00 

1  97 

1  25 

4  32 

4  32 

1  25 

1  25 

8  27 

4  31 

1  25 

•> a  in 
l\  1U 

1 t\  no 

7  91 

10  00 

34  55 

3  42 

3  24 

3  24 

1  25 

9  53 

11  51 

11  51 

20  33 

2  51 

8  00 

3  59 

2  00 

1  25 

2  00 

9  17 

15  00 

1  25 

1  25 

3  95 

4  00 

1  25 

5  00 

10  43 

16  73 

1  44 

1  25 

7  00 

9  17 

10  00 

12  41 

6  82 

4  49 

3  77 

5  00 

Total,  S135  41 


DISTRICT  NO.  7. 


Otis  C.  Austin, 
Warren  Adams, 

$4  13 

$4  13 

4  42 

John  Babbitt, 

5  21 

Charles  H.  Briggs, 

2  69 

2  69 

John  Crane, 

8  27 

7  00 

John  H.  Crane, 

2  87 

3  87 

George  B.  Crane, 

13  85 

10  00 

Daniel  Crane, 

3  59 

3  59 

Wm.  Capen, 

3  77 

2  00 

George  C.  Crane, 

6  11 

8  11 

Caroline  Crane, 

5  76 

John  C.  Crane, 

10  97 

13  97 

21 


John  Eddy, 

8  81 

Adolphus  D.  Hunt, 

5  95 

Calvin  M.  Hunt, 

7  73 

Nahum  W.  Hill, 

3  77 

i  77 

Burdon  Hunt, 

1  25 

William  Jones, 

1  79 

Elbridge  D.  Keith, 

5  93 

13  00 

Austin  L.  Keith, 

1  61 

Williams  Keith, 

6  65 

Phebe  A.  Lincoln, 

1  95 

2  00 

Aaron  Lincoln, 

19  97 

15  00 

Henry  W.  Lincoln, 

1  25 

1  25 

Don  P.  Makepeace, 

6  11 

3  00 

Isaac  Woodward, 

16  20 

Isaac  D.  Woodward, 

5  03 

10  03 

T"»         •  1    TTT      TXT    i.  _ 

David  W.  Waterman, 

1  i)\ 
1  ZO 

Hodges  Eddy, 

1  50 

Charles  G.  Clapp, 

1  43 

2  43 

Total,  ,    S107  34 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 


Pelee:  G.  Austin, 

1  25 

7  00 

Benjamin  Bates, 
Thomas  Copeland, ) 

1  25 

23  74 

30  00 

Joseph  Copeland,  ) 
Thomas  H.  Copeland, 

3  41 

Deceased. 

Bradford  Dean, ) 
Otis  B.  Dean,  j 

8  62. 

22  00 

Simeon  A.  Dean, 

5  57 

5  57 

David  Field, 

19  80 

Rathbun  Field, 

4  31 

David  Field,,  Jr., 

431 

2  50 

Nancy  A.  Field, 

1  62 

1  62 

Darius  B.  Eield, 

2  33 

3  00 

Dennis  Field, 
Jones  Godfrey, 

2  87 

5  93 

6  00 

Lysander  R.  Hall, 

6  29 

10  00 

Samuel  R.  Lincoln, 

4  67 

4  67 

do.             for  Lewis  E.  Lincoln, 

1  97 

2  00 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

2  69 

7  69 

Jones  G.  Lincoln, 

1  43 

10  00 

James  Lincoln, 

7  55 

7  55 

Calvin  C.  Lincoln, 

6  65 

10  00 

Moses  O.  Lincoln, 

4  85 

15  00 

Calvin  Lincoln, 

11  15 

2  65 

Elijah  Lincoln, 

24  47 

Elijah  D.  Lincoln, 

1  25 

Deceased. 

Benjamin  Lincoln, 

16  19 

12  00 

John  H.  Lincoln, ) 
Silas  W.  Lincoln,  ( 

12  04 

30  00 

22 


Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

11  15 

11  15 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln, 

1  97 

1  97 

Hathaway  Leonard, 

10  79 

15  00 

Alden  H.  Leonard, 

15  00 

Charles  P.  Leonard, 

1  25  j 

James  Leonard, 

21  41 

21  41 

Simeon  Lincoln, 

1  25 

5  50 

H.  F.  H.  Miller, 

2  69 

Benjamin  M.  Stevens, 

1  25 

2  00 

Thomas  Story, 

3  77 

2  00 

Sally  Woodward, 

14  04 

5  00 

W.  D.  Witherell, 

8  09 

21  19 

John  H.  White, 

2  69 

2  69 

1  00 

Total, 

#293  15 

23 


RECAPITULATION. 
Received  from  District  No.  1, 


u 

"  2 

a 

so 

a 

«  4, 

ti 

«  5, 

u 

"  6, 

ii 

«  7, 

u 

«  8, 

$488  13 
321  09 
451  04 
195  41 
282  51 
135  41 
107  34 
293  15 


Total  amount  received,  12,274  08 

AMOUNT  EXPENDED. 

Paid  Jacob  Todd,  of  Boston  for  11  men,  11,375  00 

"  F.  Fry  of  Boston,  for  1  man,  100  00 

"  Johnson  &  Fuller,  of  Boston,  for  1  man,  125  00 

"  Win.  Wrigley  of  Norton,  for  1  man,  125  00 
"  H.  B.  Rogers,  of  North  Bridgewater,  for  1  man,      125  00 

"  D.  S.  Linnell,  of  Providence,  for  two  men,  250  00 

"  John  Gilfeather,  of  St.  Johns,  1  man,  50  00 

Cash  on  hand,  124  08 


$2,274  08 

W.  D.  Witherell,  I  Recruiting^ Officers 
Horatio  Bates,      \        of  Norton. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


—or— 


-AND— 


SELECTMEN 


—OF  THE— 


TOWN    OSS"  NORTON, 


FOE    1  8  64-5 


« 


D  AIL  T 


TAUNTON : 

GAZETTE  OFFICE, 

1865. 


AMUAL  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  would  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing Report: — 

In  fulfilling  the  duties  of  our  office,  we  have  felt  actuated  by 
the  highest  motives  to  labor  and  advise  with  the  teachers  of  our 
Schools,  to  appeal  to  the  youth  committed  to  their  care,  and  to 
call  upon  our  own  resources  of  experience  for  aid  in  devising 
methods  that  should  result  in  the  most  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber in  the  cause  of  American  Education.  But  we  have  found  ob- 
stacles in  the  pathway  of  our  labors, — defects  for  which  there  is 
no  sufficient  apology, — and  omissions  of  duty  in  teacher,  parent, 
and  pupil  that  demand  watchfulness  in  the  future. 

Greater  mental  discipline,  more  thoroughness  of  scholarship, 
and  a  decided  increase  of  vigilance  and  authority  in  the  teacher 
are  needed,  so  as  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our  schools.  As  is 
the  teacher  so  will  be  the  scholar.  Hence  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittees of  our  schools  ought  to  be  more  careful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  both  as  to  the  employment  of  teachers  and  the 
provisions  made  for  the  school-room. 

Again,  parents  need  to  co-operate  more  fully  with  the  teacher, 
so  as  to  secure  better  attendance,  closer  study,  higher  apprecia- 
tion of  the  teacher's  efforts  and  motives,  and  uniform  good  de- 
portment in  the  schools.  We  think  that  the  failure  is  often  to  be 
attributed  to  parents,  as  well  as  to  teachers.  Union  is  strength, 
and  co-operation  is  always  needful  to  complete  success. 

Once  more,  the  character  and  scholarship  of  the  pupils  in  our 
schools  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  example,  effort,  and  sac- 
rifice of  parents  and  teachers  in  their  behalf.  And,  however  well 
the  American  public  may  have  done,  in  this  regard,  for  past  gen- 


4 


erations,  our  present  emergencies  and  the  vast  responsibilities  of 
the  future,  must  have  a  proportionate  increase  of  our  labors  and 
sacrifices ;  or  else  the  true  education  of  the  American  youth  will 
meet  with  obstacles,  if  not  a  signal  failure. 

For  attaining  the  above-named  ends,  a  uniform  course  of 
studies  and  text-books  in  the  several  Districts  should  be  more 
closely  adhered  to, — teachers  employed  who  will  faithfully  carry 
out  the  plan  thus  adopted, — longer  terms  of  school,  and  higher 
wages  given,  and  fuller  requirements  of  those  who  manage  our 
schools, — more  money  appropriated  by  the  town, — and  the  teachers 
so  to  labour  and  apply  their  skill  in  their  vocation  as  to  realize  a 
unity  of  result, — the  only  fruit  of  a  training  of  our  youth,  based  in 
the  laws  of  truth. 

We  would,  therefore,  present  to  the  people  of  Norton  for  their 
earnest  consideration,  the  following  brief  outline  of  apian,  which 
we  believe  to  be  entirely  feasible,  and  greatly  conducive  to  the 
end  so  much  desired  in  our  several  Districts : — Let  the  same 
course  of  Studies  be  adopted  in  all  the  Districts,  with  uniform 
text-books ;  and  no  extra  studies  be  allowed  to  be  taught  therein. 
When  the  pupils  have  fiinished  this  prescribed  course  and  pas- 
sed a  satisfactory  examination,  let  there  be  certificates  or  Di- 
plomas awarded  by  the  School  Committee  for  passing  such"  to  a 
Central  High  School  as  may  desire  to  pursue  the  higher  branches 
of  an  English  or  Classical  Education, — this  Central  High  School 
to  be  located  near  the  centre  of  the  town  for  convenience,  and  to 
be  supported  by  Tuitions,  Donations,  and  such  appropriations  as 
the  town  may  make  lor  its  maintenance, — and  the  course  of  Stud- 
ies to  be  such  as  will  prepare  both  sexes  for  the  duties  of  practi- 
cal life.  Let  there  be  also  a  Board  of  Education  consisting  of 
two  suitable  persons  in  each  District,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
act  as  an  auxiliary  with  the  School  Committee  in  all  things  that 
shall  conduce  to  the  good  of  schools. 

We  can  not  here  give  an  expanded  view  of  our  plan,  but  what 
we  have  said  will  furnish  some  idea  of  that  which  would,  in  our 
estimation,  do  more  than  anything  else  to  make  our  schools 
among  the  first  in  the  old  Commonwealth.  Let  there  be  a  hearty 
and  unanimous  effort  made,  to  this  end,  by  just  and  liberal  ap- 
propriations;  by  the  procurement  of  teachers  fully  qualified  to 
carry  out  this  plan ;  by  making  such  improvements  in  the  school- 
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houses  as  may  be  needed ;  by  establishing  a  Library  in  each  District, 
and  one  connected  with  the  Central  High  School ;  and  it  will 
succeed. 

The  expense  of  this  plan — so  much  better  than  the  one  now  in 
operation — would  be  but  little  more  to  the  town  than  what  it  pays 
now  annually  for  the  support  of  its  schools.  The  plan  is  also 
very  practicable,  and  would,  at  once,  impart  so  much  impor- 
tance to  the  District  School  as  to  make  it  really,  as  it  should  be, 
the  People's  College. 

With  these  brief  remarks,  as  to  what  our  schools  should  be, 
we  will  now  proceed  to  an  account  of  the  several  schools  for  the 
past  scholastic  year  : — 


DISTRICT  NO.  I. 
Prudential  Committee — Nathaniel  Freeman. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Primary  Department. —  Teacher,  Lucinda  S.  Freeman. — Miss 
Freeman  entered  upon  her  duties  with  zeal ;  and  considering  the 
materials  on  which  she  had  to  operate,  accomplished  all  that 
could  be  reasonably  expected.  The  large  proportion  of  small 
scholars,  and  the  uncouth  and  vicious  habits  which  many  of  them 
indulge  in  at  home,  present  formidable  obstacles  to  the  success  of 
the  teacher.  A  little  more  energy  in  discipline  would  perhaps 
have  been  an  improvement. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Mary  Wild. 

Higher  Department. —  Teacher,  E.  W.  Beane. — Some  of 
the  same  obstacles  exist  in  this  as  in  the  Primary  depart- 
ment. But  the  smaller  number  in  attendance  gave  to  each 
greater  advantages  for  improvement.  The  order  of  this  school 
was  good  ;  and  the  examination  showed  accuracy  of  instruction 
and  a  good  use  of  the  same  by  the  pupils.  Teacher  and  pupils 
acquitted  themselves  in  a  manner  creditable  to  both. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,  L.  L.  Burrington. — During  this  term  both  depart- 
ments were  united.  This  made  the  school  large — quite  too  large 
for  any  one  teacher  to  do  justice  to.  But  the  small  amount  of 
school  money  in  the  district  seemed  to  necessitate  such  an  ar- 
rangement.   Mr.  Burrington  did  all  that  any  one  man  could  do 
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with  so  large  a  number  of  pupils.  He  fully  sustained  his  previ- 
ous reputation,*  as  an  accomplished  teacher  and  disciplinarian. 
The  greatest  obstacle  to  contend  with  in  this  district  is  the  want 
of  money  sufficient  to  extend  the  school  terms  to  a  proper  length. 
The  last  year  the  whole  time  of  schooling  enjoyed  by  pupils  in 
this  district  was  nineteen  weeks.  The  least  amount  required  by 
law  is  twenty-four  weeks. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Edward  Shute,  Edgar  Skinner,  Charles 
Conaty,  James  Cosgrove,  Lawrence  Cosgrove. 


DISTRICT  NO.  II. 

Prudential  Committee — Hezekiah  Sweet. 

Teacher,  Maria  Tolman,  of  Sharon, — This  was  a  private 
school,  there  being  no  money  in  the  District  for  the  support  of  a 
public  school.    Yet,  the  attendance  was  quite  large. 

Miss  Tolman,  as  was  anticipated,  gave  entire  satisfaction.  The 
order  of  the  school  was  well  maintained,  personal  habits  of  the 
pupils  carefully  attended  to,  and  the  progress  in  study  was  quite 
marked'.  The  district  have  occasion  to  congratulate  themselves 
on  the  success  of  their  school. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Chloe  E.  Wetherell,  Nettie  R.  Wilde, 
Edgar  A.  Perrigo. 

winter  term. 

Teacher,  Benjamin  Harvey,  of  Attlehoro\ — Mr.  Harvey  com- 
menced his  school  under  favorable  auspices,  inasmuch  as  his  ex- 
perience in  teaching,  and  the  docility  of  his  pupils  were  deemed 
by  the  Committee  as  sure  presages  of  success.  But  in  this,  the 
Committee  and  patrons  met  with  disappointment.  While  there 
was  kindness  in  the  general  management  of  the  school— and  that 
should  prevail  in  all  schools, — yet  there  was  a  great  want  of  that 
order  which  keeps  each  pupil  in  his  place  and  busy  at  his  proper 
work, — of  that  classification  and  drill  in  recitations,  needed  in 
these  times  to  draw  out  the  capabilities  of  the  mind,  and  to  an- 
swer the  demands  of  this  age  of  enterprise.  And  yet  we  must 
say  that  Mr.  Harvey  was  faithful  to  the  old  method  of  teaching ; 
which,  however,  will  not  now  satisfy  the  wants  of  parent  and 
pupil. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Anjenette  R.Wilde,  Elmar  W.  Makepeace. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  III. 
Prudential  Committee — Albert  Perry. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teachers,  Elvira  O.  Lincoln  and  Emilie  A.  Tucker, — Miss 
Lincoln  labored  zealously  to  interest  and  advance  her  pupils  in 
their  studies,  and  seemed  to  succeed  admirably. 

One  class  in  Mental  Arithmetic  passed  a  most  interesting  and 
creditable  examination. 

Miss  Tucker  made  a  good  beginning  with  the  little  ones,  and 
received  the  hearty  commendation  of  your  Committee. 

Both  departments  of  the  school  were  conducted  in  an  orderly 
manner,  and  we  think  good  progress  was  made  in  study. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Anjenette  Woodward,  James  H.  Cos 
grove,  Rosa  Smith,  Cynthia  L.  Woodward,  James  Smith,  James 
Galligan. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teachers,  Elvira  R.  Lincoln  and  Emilie  A.  Tucker. — There 
was  evinced,  throughout  the  term,  in  both  departments  of  this 
school,  a  very  commendable  degree  of  system,  tact,  and  energy, 
in  the  government  of  the  pupils,  in  the  requirement  of  promptitude 
and  thoroughness  in  study  and  recitation,  and  in  imparting  to  the 
school-room  an  air  of  neatness  and  comfort. 

The  pupils  in  Miss  Lincoln's  department  seemed  to  catch  some- 
thing of  the  life,  zeal,  earnestness,  and  indomitable  perseverance 
of  their  teacher,  and  to  manifest  it  in  their  studies.  Miss  Tucker 
was  faithful,  kind,  and  just  in  her  management  and  instruction  of 
the  younger  class  of  pupils  that  was  under  her  care.  We  would 
here  say  that  the  liberties  of  the  older  pupils  in  making  Miss 
Tucker's  school  room  a  general  resort  at  recesses,  must  have  mil- 
itated much  against  the  pleasantness  and  success  of  her  teaching. 

Perfect  in  attendance — James  H.  Galligan,  James  M.  Sheridan. 


DISTRICT  NO.  IY. 
Prudential  Committee — Cyril  S.  Sweet. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Alice  C.  Lane. — This  was  a  large  school,  composed 
of  small  scholars,  and  it  was  impossible  for  one  teacher  to  do 


8 

justice  to  so  large  a  number.  Some  of  the  scholars  frequently  ab- 
sented themselves  from  school  before  the  close  of  the  afternoon 
session,  and  thus  interfered  with  the  discipline  and  progress  of  the 
school.  Miss  Lane  has  long  been  a  successful  teacher,  and  is  de- 
serving of  praise  for  her  faithfulness  with  the  school. 
Perfect  in  attendance — Robert  Lane,  M.  Helen  Lane. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Henry  C.  Crane. — Mr.  Crane  came  to  this  school 
with  ample  qualifications  to  teach  all  tbe  branches  required.  He 
succeeded  in  getting  the  good  will  of  his  pupils,  and  has  given  so 
far  as  the  Committee  can  learn,  general  satisfaction.  In  the  im- 
portant branch  of  reading  his  success  as  a  teacher  has  been  mark- 
ed. He  has  done  much  towards  breaking  up  the  monotonous  sing- 
song mode  of  reading  so  common  in  our  schools,  and  formed  a 
more  natural  and  easy  mode,  But  there  was  a  decided  want  of 
order  and  neatness  in  the  school.  A  more  vigorous,  but  judicious 
use  of  the  rod  and  of  the  broom  would  have  added  much  to  the 
value  of  the  school. 

DISTRICT  NO.  V. 
Prudential  Committee — Wm.  W.  Smith. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Laurana  J.  Wilder,  of  Mansfield. — This  term  has 
been  somewhat  interrupted  by  sickness  of  the  teacher,  yet  on  the 
whole,  Miss  Wilber  has  succeeded  very  well.  There  were  not  so 
many  advanced  scholars  the  present  term  as  there  have  been  on 
some  previous  terms,  yet  considering  the  ages  of  the  pupils,  they 
have  made  reasonable  advancement  and  stand  as  high  in  intellec- 
tual attainments  as  the  majority  of  children  of  their  age.  There 
was  excellent  harmony  between  teacher  and  scholars,  and  good 
order,  which  were  very  pleasing  features  of  the  school.  A  goodly 
number  of  visitors  were  present  to  witness  the  closing  exercises. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Frank  L.  B.  Smith,  *Henry  K.  Smith. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Edward  E.  Perry,  of  Mansfield. — Mr.  Perry  here 
made  his  first  efforts  in  teaching.    He  exhibited  considerable  en- 

♦Perfect  also  in  winter. 
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ergy  and  tact,  and  promises  to  make  a  superior  teacher.  A  good 
deal  of  pains  has  been  taken  with  the  reading'  and  being  a  good 
reader  himself,  his  scholars  have  advanced  finely  in  that  branch. 
The  teacher  possesses  ability  to  govern  well,  so  that  the  order 
was  very  satisfactory  to  your  committee. 

Perfect  in  attendance — P.  F.  Leonard,  F.  D.  Smith,  L.  H.  Leon- 
ard, G.  E.  Dolby. 

DISTRICT  NO.  VI. 
Prudential  Committee — E.  C.  White. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Annie  J.  Eddy,  of  Taunton. — Miss  Eddy  though  a 
tyro  in  teaching  has  done  very  well.  The  classes  in  grammar  ap- 
peared finely,  showing  a  good  degree  of  progress.  Spelling  not  so 
well.    On  the  whole  the  school  was  quite  satisfactory. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Lizzie  E.  Leonard. — The  Prudential  Committee  of 
No.  6  has  wisely  employed  this  teacher  for  a  series  of  terms. 
Those  characteristics  so  desirable  in  a  school,  we  here  behold  in 
all  their  beauty,  such  as  order,  thoroughness  and  accuracy.  She 
has  had  much  experience  in  the  art  of  teaching,  possessing  abil- 
ity and  tact  and  securing  an  interest  on  the  part  of  her  scholars. 
Though  the  term  has  been  a  long  one,  yet,  the  scholars  have  been 
prompt,  except  on  account  of  sickness. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Lester  D.  Blandin,  Homer  B.  Blandin, 
Lloyd  E.  White. 


DISTRICT  NO.  VII. 
Prudential  Committee — Don.  P.  Makepeace. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Adelaide  E.  Austin. — Miss  Austin  fully  sustained 
her  well-earned  reputation  as  a  teacher.  The  order  was  good 
and  the  manifest  improvement  in  all  the  classes,  showed  faithful- 
ness on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  pupils. 

Perfect  in  attendance— Sanford  W.  Hill,  *Ella  E.  Hill,  Sarah 
E.  Briggs,  Eunice  A.  Briggs,  Elsie  A.  Woodward. 

*Perfect  also  in  winter  term. 
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WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,  James  E.  Carpenter. — This  was  Mr.  Carpenter's  first 
effort  at  teaching.  He  entered  upon  his  work  with  enthusiasm, 
intending  evidently  to  keep  a  good  school.  And  in  this  we  think 
he  succeeded.  Order  good,  and  a  fair  degree  of  interest  in  study 
awakened.  Mr.  C.  failing  to  give  appropriate  notice  to  all  the 
committee  of  the  close  of  his  school,  only  a  part  of  the  commit- 
tee were  present  at  the  examination.  Teachers  should  under- 
stand that  it  is  their  duty  to  notify  each  member  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  time  when  their  schools  are  to  close. 


DISTRICT  NO.  YIII. 
Prudential  Committee — Joseph  Copeland. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Emma  F.  Dunbar,  of  Easton. — Miss  Dunbar  here 
made  a  beginning  in  teaching.  Being  possessed  of  a  very  amiable 
and  pleasant  disposition,  she  won  the  love  and  esteem  of  her 
scholars.  A  good  degree  of  harmony  pervaded  the  school.  They 
felt  and  acted  as  if  the  teacher  came  amongst  them  for  their  good, 
so  that  excellent  progress  was  made  in  the  different  branches. 
A  few  good  compositions  were  read  at  the  examination,  in  which 
touching  allusions  were  made  to  the  recent  departure  of  one  of 
their  number,  who  has  "forever  gone"  from  their  midst. 

Perfect  in  attendance — *Mary  F.  Deane,  Annie  J.  Dean, 
Maynard  B.  Copeland,  Lawrence  Capeland. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,  Emma  F.  Dunbar,  of  West  Bridgewater. — The  same 
harmony  and  union  were  exhibited  as  characterized  the  school 
last  term. 

The  recitations  were  good,  showing  that  progress  was  made. 
Miss  Dunbar  has  discharged  her  arduous  duties  with  ability  and 
success  winning  the  love  and  respect  of  her  pupils. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Lottie  Lane,  Auther  Field,  Everett  Lo- 
throp. 

♦Perfect  also  in  winter. 
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SXJ3yC3VrER.  SCHOOLS-1884. 


No.  of  District. 

No.  of  days  school  kept. 

Whole  No.  of  scholars. 

Average  attendance. 

No.  of  scholars  between 
5  and  15. 

No.  of  scholars  over  15. 

No.  of  scholars  under  5. 

Teachers'  wages  per  month 

Amount  received  by  teach- 
ers. 

No.  of  scholars  in  each 
District,  May  1st,  1864. 

i 

1 

40 

22 

15.5 

22 

0 

0 

$22.00 

$44.00 

69 

* 

40 

35 

25.12 

31 

0 

1 

16.00 

32.00 

2 

65 

45 

33.57 

37 

5 

3 

25.00 

81.25 

36 

o 
O 

50 

66 

57.69 

58 

5 

3 

31.00 

78.80 

80 

4 

85 

62 

47.04 

59 

1 

2 

24.00 

102.00 

68 

5 

60 

35 

23.65 

32 

2 

1 

19.00 

57.00 

33 

6 

60 

31 

22.396 

26 

3 

2 

14.00 

42.00 

29 

7 

65 

28 

23.5 

22 

4 

2 

24.00 

78.00 

22 

8 

80 

42 

33.64 

35 

5 

2 

18.00 

72.00 

39 

Total,  376 


WINTER  SCHOOLS--1864-5. 


No.  of  District. 

No.  of  days  school  kept. 

Whole  No.  of  scholars. 

Average  attendance. 

No.  of  scholars  between 
5  and  15. 

No.  of  scholars  over  15. 

No.  of  scholars  under  5. 

Teachers'  wages  per  month 

Amount  received  by  teach- 
ers. 

Money  assigned  to  each 
District. 

1 

55 

60 

46.6 

55 

4 

1 

$57.00 

$156.75 

$258.10 

2 

60 

43 

33.27 

35 

8 

0 

35.00 

105.00 

182.26 

3 

70 

65 

48.35 

58 

5 

2 

38.00 

95.00 

264.15 

4 

70 

50 

40.66 

45 

5 

0 

40.00 

104.00 

306.51 

5 

60 

32 

27.5 

27 

5 

0 

40.00 

120.00 

180.00 

6 

100 

33 

24.12 

27 

5 

1 

21.00 

105.00 

203.05 

7 

50 

26 

19.75 

27 

4 

1 

40.00 

100.00 

148.73 

8 

80 

43 

32.85 

37 

5 

1 

28.00 

112.00 

244.96 

Total,  $1787.76 


"•Primary  Department. 
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In  conclusion,  we  would  urge  upon  the  people  of  Norton  the 
the  importance  of  increased  efforts  in  behalf  of  our  schools,  and 
not  to  remain  satisfied  with  present  attainments.  Nothing  of  an 
earthly  character  should  so  enlist  our  energies  and  excite  our 
zeal  and  earnestness  as  the  education  of  the  young,  and  providing 
them  with  suitable  text-books,  pleasant  and  attractive  school 
rooms,  and  teachers  thoroughly  qualified  in  the  art  of  instruction 
and  the  knowledge  of  science  and  literature,  and  models  worthy  of 
imitation  in  manners,  morals,  personal  habits,  and  religous  princi- 
ples. 

See  to  it  fellow  citzens,  that  you  do  all  in  your  power  for  so 
good  a  cause  ;  and  do  not  delay  putting  into  effect  such  measures 
as  your  own  present  and  future  interests  demand  so  imperatively 
for  your  children,  and  deem  no  sacrifice  too  great  that  shall  en- 
chance  the  value  of  your  schools. 

Imploring  a  beneficent  Providence  to  smile  upon  you  in  all 
your  private  and  public  labors  for  each  other's  good,  we  submit  the 
above  Report  to  your  earnest  consideration. 


SAMUEL  BEANE, 
BENJ.  E.  SWEET, 
DANL.  S.  C.  M.  POTTER, 


School 
Committee. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Treasurer  and  Audit~ 
ing  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Norton,  respectfully  submit 
the  following  Report,  giving  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
of  said  town  from  March  1st,  1864,  to  March  1st,  1865. 

EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 


District  No.  1. 

Paid  Ellen  W.  Beane,   8  weeks,  summer,  $46.00 

"  Lucinda  S.  Freeman, "       "  '       "  32.00 

"  R.  Robinson  and  others  for  repairs,  15.15 

"  N.  Freeman  for  wood  and  building  fires,  15.90 

"  L.  L.  Burrington,  11  weeks,  winter,  156.75 


$265.80 

District  No.  2. 
"  L.  C.  Witherell  for  wood,  18.00 
"  Benjamin  Harvey,  12  weeks,  winter,  105.00 


$123.00 

District  No.  3. 

"  Elvira  R.  Lincoln,  10  weeks,  summer,  $50.00 

"      "     "       "      14     "     winter,  77.00 

"  Emilie  A.  Tucker,  10     "     summer,  28.80 

"     "       "      14     "     winter,  56.00 

"  A.  D.  Lane  and  others  for  wood,  38.01 


$249.81 

District  No.  4. 
"  Alice  C.  Lane,  17  weeks,  summer,  102.00 
"  B.  Richmond  and  others  for  wood,  31.00 
"  Henry  C.  Crane,  14  weeks,  winter,  140.00 


$273.00 
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District  No.  5. 

"  Lurana  J.  Wilbur,  12  weeks  summer,  $57.00 

"  Win.  W.  Smith,  for  repairs,  1.62 

"  A.  Bruce,  for  wood,  15.13 

"  Edward  E.  Perry,  12  weeks,  winter,  120.00 


$193.75 

District  No.  6. 
"  Earl  C.  White  and  others,  for  repairs,  $99.12 
"  Anna  J.  Eddy,  12  weeks,  summer,  42.00 
"  E.  C.  White,  for  wood,  20.66 
44  Lizzie  E.  Leonard,  20  weeks,  winter,  105.00 


266.78 

District  No.  7. 
"   Adelaide  E.  Austin,  13  weeks,  summer,  $78.00 
"  A.  D.  Hunt,  for  wood,  5.30 
"  J.  E.  Carpenter,  10  weeks,  winter,  100.00 


$183.30 

District  No.  8. 
"j  ;Emma  F.  Dunbar,  16  weeks,  summer,  $72.00 
"     " "     44       "     "     winter,  112.00 
44  Joseph  Copeland,  for  wood,  12.00 


$196.00 

EXPENSES  OF  ALMS  HOUSE. 

Paid  Lloyd  E.  Leonard,  for  services,  $200.00 

"  Gustavus  D.  Leonard,  for  labor,  31.50 

"  Robert  Dixon,            "    "  12.00 

"  For  groceries,  grain  and  clothing,  460.01 

44    "  stock,  farming  tools  and  repairs,  82.57 

"     "  meat,  39.76 


$825.84 

EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMS  HOUSE 
Paid  The  city  of  Lowell  for  support  of  H.  C.  Lincoln,  $7.93 
"  For  assistance  to  J.  G-.  Tucker,  3.00 
«  if  "  "  Mardy  Braman,  2.50 
44  «  "  "  Allen  Hill,  12.24 
"  "  "  44  Sanford  Briggs'  family,  2.85 
44  "  44  "  Mary  Eddy,  3.74 
«  44  "  44  Elijah  44  18.11 
44    44  the  support  of  Lucinda  Stone,  31.20 


$108.57 
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SUPPORT  OF  POOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  TAUNTON. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  aid  to  G.  B.  Leon- 
ard's family,  $53.00 

"  Dr.  B.  M.  Round  "  "  "  "  D.  K.  Leon- 
ard's family,  14.50 

"  "  B.  M.  Round  "  "  "  "  G.  H.  Leon- 
ard's family,  13.00 

"  "  C.  Swan,  "  «  "  "  G.  B.  Leon- 
ard's family,  21.50 

u  For  provisions  furnished  G.  H.  Leonard's  family,  5.75 


$107.75 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  for  printing  town  and  school  reports  and  notices,  $69.26 

#"  "  stationary,  postage  and  revenue  stamps,  28.44 
"     "  copying  and  furnishing  the  State  Valuation 

Committee  with  returns  required  by  Chapt.  210 

of  the  Acts  of  1864,  40.00 

"    "  collecting  a  judgement  vs  Thomas  Braman,  17.80 

"    "  school  books  introduced  by  the  School  Committee,  50.28 

"    E.  H.  Bennett,  for  professional  services,  12.09 

"  G.  B.  Crane,  "  surveying  &c,  8.00 
"    W.  D.  Witherell,  for  horse  and  carriage  on  town 

business,  22.50 
"    Horatio  Bates,     "     "     "        "       "  " 

business,  17.50 
"    Charles  Sprague  Jr.,  for  horse  and  carriage  on 

town  business,  20.00 

"    for  keeping  and  removing  State  Paupers,  10.75 

"    sundry  small  bills,  22.62 

"    travelling  expenses,  33.50 

"    for  repairs  on  the  town  hall,  1.97 


$354.71 


DEBTS  PAID. 

Amount  of  interest  paid  on  the  town  debt,  $666.15 
"      "  principal "  3533.00 

$4199.15 


STATE  AID  AND  RECRUITING  EXPENSES. 
Paid  from  March  1st  1864,  to  March  1st  1865,  $2371.35 
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REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Paid  in  Highway  District  No.  3 

u     u         a  u        a  4 


«  u 
ci  «. 


"  5 

a  7 
"  ft 


PAID  FOR  VOLUNTEERS. 

Furnished  under  the  call  of  Oct.  17th  1863, 
"  "     "    "   "  March  14th  1864, 

"  "     "    "   "  July  18th  1864, 

"         "     "    "  "  Dec.  1864. 


$11.21 
22.05 
8.55 

167.28 
49.48 

1258.57 


$3000.00 
1500.00 
3500.00 
2500.00 

$10500.00 


EXPENSES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Rev.  S.  Beane  for  services  as  School  Committee,  $35.00 

"  B.  E.  Sweet     "       "       "     "           "  32,00 

"  Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter,    «     "           "  15.00 

"  Edwin  Barrows,               "     "           «  12.00 

"  Gr.  H.  Arnold,  for  warning  three  town  meetings,  7.50 
"  Austin  Messinger,  for  services  as  town  Clerk  and 

Treasurer,  40.00 
"  Austin  Messinger,   "  recording  marriages,  births 

and  deaths,  16.10 

"  W.  D.  Witherell  for  services  as  Assessor,  64.50 
"    "    "        "       44       "       "    Selectmen  and 

Overseer  ot  the  Poor,  102.75 
"  Horatio  Bates,  for  services  as  Assessor,  56.25 
44  "  "  "  44  44  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,  98.50 
44  Charles  Sprague,  Jr.,  for  services  as  Assessor,  19,12 
44        44         44      44    44       44      44  Selectmen  and 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  42.00 

44  Lemuel  C.  Witherell,  for  collecting  taxes,  92.97 

$633.69 

Sixty-eight  dollars  of  the  above  amount  charged  by  W,  D. 
Witherell  and  H.  Bates  is  for  time  spent  in  the  performance  of 
military  duties  connected  with  the  office  of  Selectmen  aside  from 
raising  men,  under  the  calls  of  March  14th,  July  18th  and  Do. 
cember  1st  1864. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Taid  for  support  of  schools,  11751.44 

"    "      44       ''almshouse,  825.84 

»4    44      44       44  poor  out  of  almshouse,  108.57 

"    44      44       44   44   of  other  towns,  107.75 

44    kk   incidental  expenses,  354.71 

u  interest  and  money  borrowed,  4199.15 

44  State  aid  and  recruiting  expenses,  2371.35 

44   for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  258.57 

44    *4   volunteers,  10500.00 

44   town  officers  633.69 


Total  amount  drawn  from  Treasury,  121,111.07 


Amount  of  expenses  at  the  almshouse  during  the  year,  $825.84 
Received  from  sales  from  town  farm,  $132.94 
For  going  with  the  hearse,  25.00 
44  keeping  transient  paupers,  8.00 

 165.94 


Amount  of  expense  exclusive  of  income  from  the  farm,  $659,90 


W.  D.  WITHERELL,  )  Selectmen 

HORATIO  BATES,  f  of 

CHARLES  SPRAGUE,  JR.,  )  Norton. 


\ 
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TREASUEEE'S  EEPOET, 


Cash  in  the  Treasury  March  22d  1864,  $727,56 

Received  of  A.  Caswell  liquor  agent,  84.05 

"       for  two  town  maps  sold,  1.20 

"       borrowed  money,  10,375.00 

"       State  school  fund,  87.40 

"       judgment  against  Thomas  Braman,  75.00 

"       of  State  Treasurer  premium  on  recruits,  135.00 

"       "    "          "       corporation  tax,  706.92 

"    "          "       State  aid,  1,919.13 

"       income  from  town  farm,  132.94 

"       of  Taunton,  76.00 

"       C.  H.  Arnold,  collector  for  1861,  .23 

W.  D.  Witherell,  "       "  1863,  2,227.52 

Lemuel  C.  Witherell,  collector  for  1864,  8,203.10 


#24751.05 


CONTRA. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  the  Selectmen,  121,111.07 

"  State  tax,  2,424.00 

"  abat  ement  of  taxes  for  1863,  43.02 

"          "       "    "     <•  1864,  24.02 

"   cash  in  the  Treasury  March  21st  1865,  1148.94 


824,751.05 


AMOUNT  DUE  THE  SEVERAL    SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

MARCH  21st,  1865. 

District  No.  1,  $86.10 

"       "   "  repairs,  32.56 

"   2,  59.26 

"   3,  93.14 

"  4,  135.51 

5,  44.87 
"  repairs,  1.64 

6,  77.39 
"   7,  43.43 

8,  120.96 


u  u 


a 


$694.86 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 
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AUDITOKS'  REPOKT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  account  with  sundry  persons,  March 

1st,  1865.  DR. 

To  notes  and  interest  due  sundry  persons,  $16,069.91 

"  amount  due  the  several  school  districts,  694.86 

"       "       "    "   dogfnnd,  369.10 

"    (estimated)  amount  due  Dedham,  15.00 


$17,148.87 


CR. 

To  amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  March  1st,  1865,  $1148.94 
"    "    due  from  the  State  for  aid  to  families  of  volunteers,  1884.35 
"    amount  in  the  hands  of  A.  L.  Pratt,  collector,  1857,  23.47 
"        «     "   H     "     "  Timothy  Smith,  "      1860,  16,19 
"     "   «     "     "  G,  H.  Arnold,   "         1861,  5.12 
"   "     "     "  Lem'l  C.  Witherell,  "     1864,  832.60 
of  Town  Maps,  3.60 
due  from  Taunton,  31.75 
"     "    Edmund  Briggs,  67.65 


4,013.67 

Amount  to  balance  accounts,  13,135.20 

$17,148.87 


Town  debt  March  1st,  1864,  $5015.39 
«     "    1865,  13,135.20 

Amount  paid  for  Volunteers  during  the  year,  10,500.00 

Actual  debt  of  the  town,  excepting  bounties  paid  the 

present  year,  2,635.20 

Amount  of  Bounties  paid  to  Volunteers  by  the  town  of 
Norton,  during  the  war,  (beside  State  Aid  and 
Subscriptions,)  20,752.00 

Amount  of  Notes  the  town  is  paying  interest  for,  15,850.00 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Selectmen,  and  found  them  correctly  kept,  and  charges  sus- 
tained by  proper  vouchers. 

ELKANAH  WOOD,  >  , 
ENOCH  TEBBETS,  }  ~  /,f0 
JAMES  ALLEN,      )  Committee. 

Norton,  March  21st,  1865. 
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REPORT 


OF  THS 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  School  Committee  of- the  Town  of  Norton,  for  the  year  1865-6, 
having  attended  to  their  duties,  would  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  condition,  prospect,  and  wants  of  the  schools  committed 
to  their  care  :  — 

The  Committee  feel  more  deeply,  every  term,  the  paramount  im- 
portance of  our  public  schools.  Upon  theip  proper  administration  and 
support,  rest  the  health  and  prosperity  of  our  government  with  all  its 
civil,  social,  and  religious  institutions  and  privileges.  Withhold  from 
our  schools  the  financial  and  moral  support  which  is  rightly  their  due, 
—  and  more  so  now  than  it  ever  was  before, — and  ruin  to  all  that  we 
hold  most  dear  for  time,  and  even  for  eternity,  will  eventually  befall  us 
as  individuals,  and  as  a  nation.  We  need  not  attempt,  here,  to  prove 
that  the  proper  education  of  the  people  is  the  safeguard  of  a  free  govern- 
ment like  ours  ;  it  is  clear  to  every  reflecting  mind  that  intelligence, 
industry  and  virtue,  are  the  pillars  of  safety.  And  nothing  so  surely 
provides  against  all  contingences  to  the  perpetuity  and  healthiness  of 
a  nation  as  private  and  public  good  morals,  practical  and  sound  intelli- 
gence, and  a  liberal  use  of  the  wealth  of  the  people  to  sustain  and 
enlarge  the  educational  institutions  of  the  country. 

And  that  the  Committee  may  be  better  understood,  they  would  ask 
the  careful  attention  of  every  citizen,  male  and  female,  to  the  following 
brief  exposition  of  their  views: — We  begin  with  this  proposition, 
All  children  should  be  taught  in  school  what  they  will  most  need  in  the 
world.  The  question  then  is,  How  shall  we  best  prepare  them  for  hon- 
orable, useful,  virtuous  and  happy  lives?  We  answer  thus: — By 
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teaching  then* — 1st,  To  live  religiously  ;  2d,  To  think  comprehensively  ; 
3d,  To  reckon  mathematically  ;  4th,  To  converse  elegantly ;  5th,  To 
write  a  letter  grammatically.  Let  us  briefly  explain  how  these  five 
accomplishments  will  secure  respectability,  success  and  happiness ; 
and  having  secured  these,  will  lead  to  general  intelligence^  industry, 
economy  and  virtue,  which  constitute  the  real  wealth  and  strength  of 
any  nation. 

First, —  To  live  religiously.     "  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go."    This  divine  command  is  addressed  to  parents,  school 
teachers,  and  school  committees.    Nothing  can  be  more  apparent  than 
that  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  establish  the  great  principles  of  justice, 
benevolence  and  piety  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  our  children. 
The  civil  war,  through  which  we  have  passed,  will  bring  to  us  in  its 
consequences  peculiar  trials,  labors  and  duties,  to  the  rising  generation. 
It  is  our  duty  to  see  that  all  the  changes  coming  upon  us  as  a  people 
are  turned  into  instruments  of  good.    In  order  to  do  this  the  minds  of 
the  young  must  be  enlightened  by  useful  knowledge,  fortified  by  moral 
principle,  and  inspired  by  heroic  industry  and  honesty.    Corrupt  sel- 
fishness and  degrading  habits  have  become  so  intelligent  and  fascina- 
ting that,  hereafter,  a  double  portion  of  care  and  courage  will  be  need- 
ed to  detect  and  resist  them.    Our  reason  for  insisting  upon  a  more 
systematic  and  constant  use  of  moral  and  christian  instruction  in  our 
public  schools  may  be  found  in  the  statute  law  of  Massachusetts  on 
this  subject ;  to  which  we  invite  the  attention  of  every  parent,  pruden- 
tial committee,  and  school  teacher  in  our  town.    The  command  there 
is  emphatic  to  teachers  to  give  moral  and  religious  instruction  ;  and 
therefore,  the  School  Committee  is  bound  to  help  the  teachers  in  obey- 
ing this  command. 

Nature,  as  well  as  Christ,  teaches  the  importance  of  bringing  up  chil- 
dren as  moral  and  religious  beings  ;  and  Ave  would  have  the  command 
of  God  and  the  law  of  Massachusetts  obeyed  in  Norton. 

Other  reasons  for  more  definite  action  in  this  matter  may  be  seen  in 
a  neglect  of  moral  and  parental  culture  at  home,  in  the  want  of  taste 
for  solid  and  useful  reading,  and  in  the  desire  for  mere  amusement. 
Throughout  our  land  we  find  an  alarming  increase  of  profanity,  licen- 
tiousness, and  intemperance.  Wickedness  stalks  forth  at  mid-day  un- 
abashed, and  commits  its  foulest  deeds.  When  such  facts  stare  us  in 
the  face,  something  should  be  done  to  protect  the  rising  generation  from 
pestiferous  examples,  and  prepare  them  for  pure,  upright,  and  christian 
lives* 
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This  moral  and  religious  instruction  must  be  entirely  free  from  sec- 
tarian peculiarities.    Teachers  can  show  that  man  is  born  to  live  un- 
der a  divine  moral  government ;    and  that  our  first  duty  is  to  under- 
stand the  laws  of  that  government,  and  then  to  live  accordingly.  They 
can  show  that  religion  belongs  to  every  human  being,  as  a  necessary 
part  of  his  character,  as  much  as  a  head  belongs  to  every  human  body. 
It  is  the  divinely  ordained  and  harmonious  completion  of  every  human 
soul.    No  person  can  make  the  most  of  himself,  or  really  be  himself, 
as  God  ordained  him  to  be,  without  it.    The  aim  of  parent  and  teach- 
er should  be  to  give  the  child  the  best  start  possible  in  the  race  of  life  ; 
and  this  is  done  mainly  by  moral  and  religious  culture.    We  can  but 
feel  that  our  teachers  ought  to  keep  more  in  mind  that  they  are  making 
impressions  on  immortal  souls  ;  that  they  are  nourishing  plants  whose 
roots  penetrate  into  the  depths  of  eternity,  and  whose  branches  should 
bear  the  fruit  of  heaven.    We  hope  our  teachers,  in  the  future,  will 
more  carefully  explain  to  their  pupils  their  duties  to  themselves,  their 
duties  to  each  other,  and  their  duties  to  their  Creator  ;  thereby  illus- 
trating those  great  commandments, — "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind  ; 
and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself ;  and  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should 
do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them." 

Second, —  To  think  comprehensively.  In  order  to  do  this,  the  human 
mind  must  be  trained,  disciplined,  made  to  grow,  and  be  enriched  with 
various  learning.  The  intellect  must  be  able  to  bring  facts  from  the 
store-house  of  memory,  true  to  nature  and  fit  for  the  occasion.  It  is 
the  study  of  books  and  nature,  and  silent  reflection,  by  which,  afflu- 
ence, power,  and  comprehensiveness  of  mind  are  gained.  Memory  and 
judgment  must  be  combined  in  every  process  of  thought ;  observation 
and  reflection  should  aid  each  other,  in  order  to  secure  to  the  children 
in  our  schools,  the  blessings  of  sound  thought,  genuine  culture,  intel- 
lectual power,  and  practical  knowledge. 

We  think,  that,  in  the  matter  of  forming  a  fixed  habit  of  clear  and 
independent  thinking  in  the  minds  of  pupils  in  our  schools,  teachers 
generally  do  not  accomplish  as  much  as  they  would,  if  they  met  with 
proper  encouragement,  and  devoted  themselves  to  teaching  as  a  study 
and  profession,  and  as  a  mission  of  divine  culture.  The  highest  aspi- 
rations for  excellence,  the  noblest  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  and  the  strong- 
est will  to  endure  exhausting  labor,  are  the  daily  offerings  that  every 
teacher  should  place  upon  the  altar  of  the  holiest  and  most  responsible 
profession  that  a  mortal  can  assume  on  earth. 
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Third, — To  reckon  mathematically.  It  needs  no  words  to  show  that 
they  who  can  not  solve  correctly  the  arithmetical  questions  and  prob- 
lems, which  every-day  life  brings  up,  are  constantly  liable  to  loss,  mor- 
tification, and  disputes.  No  one  qualification  by  itself  imparts  so 
much  strength  and  independence  to  the  business  man  or  woman  as 
this.  Hence,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  without  reference  to  the  moral  in- 
fluence exerted  by  it  ,  there  should  be  far  more  of  practical  and  scien- 
tific Mathematics  taught  and  enforced,  by  precept,  example,  and  exper- 
iment, in  our  schools  ;  not  in  number  of  pages,  books  and  days,  but 
in  method,  principle,  closeness  of  thought,  freedom  of  judgment,  and 
original  conclusions.  There  is  altogether  too  much  servile  dependence 
on  what  the  book  or  teacher  says  in  regard  to  the  acquirement  of 
knowledge  and  discipline.  Self-reliance  is  alarmingly  deficient  in  the 
minds  of  the  pupils  of  our  schools,  and  so  long  as  this  remains,  the  meth- 
ods now  in  use,  in  Mathematics,  will  prove  futile.  Fundamentals,  es- 
sential principles,  must  be  wrought  out  in  the  mind  of  the  pupil,  as  if 
they  originated  with  him  alone  ;  and  not  till  then  will  we  have  accura- 
cy and  independence  of  thought  in  Mathematics. 

Fourth, —  To  converse  elegantly.  Conversation  is  the  mind's  inter- 
preter. To  express  our  thoughts  clearly,  briefly,  and  beautifully,  is  a 
great  accomplishment.  In  conversation,  life  addresses  life,  and  there- 
fore it  should  be  connected,  as  far  as  possible,  with  all  school  studies. 
It  should  be  the  constant  aim  and  effort  of  the  parent,  and  especially 
the  teacher,  to  cultivate  clearness  and  preciseness  of  expression  in  the 
pupil  on  every  topic  in  the  course  of  its  education.  Not  a  single  glar- 
ing fault  should  ever  be  passed  over  in  silence  by  the  teacher,  occur 
where  it  may  in  the  daily  exercises.  Demonstrations  in  Mathematics, 
recitations  in  History  and  Geography,  as  well  as  in  other  branches  of 
an  English  education,  afford  many  topics  of  conversation  ;  and  pupils 
should  be  encouraged  always,  from  the  commencement  of  their  studies, 
to  speak  freely,  fluently,  and  correctly,  with  reference  to  questions  that 
will  draw  out  the  latent  powers  of  the  mind.  Voluntary  discussions 
and  debates  are  the  most  direct  and  powerful  teachers  of  the  art  of 
conversation.  Writing  compositions  is  another  great  help  to  conver- 
sation ;  because  it  produces  compactness  of  thought  and  brevity  of  ex- 
pression. As  every  human  being  does  more  of  talking  through  life 
than  of  anything  else,  our  teachers  ought,  more  carefully  and  con- 
stantly, to  cultivate  in  their  scholars  the  habit  of  accurate,  clear,  and 
strong  expression.  And  to  attain  this,  teachers  need  to  require  more 
than  monosyllabic  answers  and  guesses  from  their  pupils,  and  to  re- 
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frain  themselves  from  doing  what  belongs  to  those  who  are  under  their 
care.  The  art  of  conversation  is  essential  to  success  in  life,  and 
should  be  reckoned  among  the  fundamental  branches  of  education. 

Fifth, —  To  write  a  letter  grammatically.  The  culpable  neglect  of  the 
New  England  schools,  in  teaching  their  pupils  how  to  write  a  letter, 
is  proved  a  hundred  times  every  year  in  the  letters  received  from 
friends  and  strangers.  Men  and  women,  in  respectable  situations, 
write  letters  which  disgracefully  abound  with  false  grammar,  bad 
spelling,  and  worse  punctuation.  Could  we  examine  the  written 
answers  given  by  pupils,  even  in  our  best  schools,  we  would,  no  doubt, 
be  deeply  astonished  at  the  frequent  blunders,  not  only  in  punctuation 
and  spelling,  but  in  the  proper  construction  of  sentences.  A  letter, 
written  after  some  of  these  models,  would  be  hardly  intelligible.  It  is 
high  time  that  this  blot  on  the  literary  fame  of  New  England  should 
disappear ;  and  we  would  have  such  teachers,  such  studies,  and  such 
methods  of  instruction  as  will  secure  its  speedy  removal. 

There  should  be  made  large  provision  in  our  schools  for  composition, 
since  writing  themes  teaches  the  pupil  to  think,  talk,  and  write  cor- 
rectly. When  a  scholar  sits  down  to  write  on  any  such  topic  as , 
biography,  agriculture,  health,  flowers,  honesty,  money,  politics,  trade, 
novels,  fashion,  amusement,  or  morals,  he  begins  with  carefully  think- 
ing what  are  the  facts  to  be  stated  and  the  objects  to  be  gained. 
Having  concluded  what  to  write,  he  next  thinks  how  he  can  best  state 
it.  Both  of  these  are  very  important  in  human  life.  No  one  can 
succeed  in  this  era  without  true  thinking  and  proper  speaking  and 
writing.  School  compositions  better  prepare  the  young  mind  for  the 
practical  duties  of  life  than  any  other  school  exercise.  They  call  into 
action  all  the  various  knowledge  that  has  been  acquired,  and  turn  it 
all  to  use.  This  exercise  combines  thinking  and  expressing  ;  in  other 
words,  it  is  doing  just  what  the  man  or  woman  will  be  obliged  to  do  every 
day  through  life. 

Looking  at  the  five  points  above-mentioned,  we  feel  that  Norton 
ought  to  make  more  ample  provision  in  money,  well  qualified  teach- 
ers, school-rooms,  text-books,  and  length  of  school  terms,  for  educating 
the  children  to  live  religiously  ;  to  respect  their  duties  to  themselves, 
to  society,  and  to  God  ;  to  think  correctly,  consecutively,  and  deeply  ; 
to  perform  all  arithmetical  questions  with  accuracy  and  speed  ;  to  ex- 
press their  thoughts  with  beauty  and  power  ;  and  to  write  and  punctuate 
a  letter  according  to  grammatical  rules.  These  five  embrace  what  eve- 
ry human  being  should  be  able  to  do  properly,  in  order  to  make  the 
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most  of  himself,  and  obtain  the  greatest  amount  of  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness while  he  lives  ;  to  do  nobly  for  himself  and  his  country,  and 
glorify  his  Creator. 

The  School  Committee  would  here  say,  with  reference  to  the  Text- 
books used  in  our  schools,  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer  term 
it  was  deemed  best  to  make  some  changes  ;  and  the  only  expense,  there- 
from, thrown  upon  the  town,  .was  that  of  the  Reading  books. 
Town's  Series  of  Readers  had  been  used  in  the  schools  for  about  ten 
years.  They  were  a  wise  selection,  and  have  done  good  service  ;  but 
the  frequent  repetition  of  their  reading  had  made  the  change  necessary. 
We  are  of  that  class  who  believe  in  progress  ;  hence  we  concluded 
that  a  new  set  of  pieces  would  increase  the  interest  of  so  important  a 
branch  of  education  as  that  of  reading.  And  our  conclusion  has 
proved  to  be  right ;  for  new  interest  in  reading  has  sprung  up  in 
the  schools  in  consequence  of  it.  Hillard's  Readers  are  exceedingly 
well  adapted  to  the  capacities  of  pupils  of  all  ages.  Ten  years  are 
long  enough  to  use  any  one  set  of  Readers,  and  we  doubt  not  but  that 
ten  years  hence  there  will  be  need  of  a  change  again  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

We  would  here,  before  proceeding  farther,  in  our  Report,  give  an 
outline  of  the  studies  and  Text-books  prescribed  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  be  used  in  the  schools  of  Norton  : — 

1.  — Common  School  Speller,         ....  Fowle. 

2.  — Sequel  to  the  Speller,  ....  Worcester. 

3.  — English  Bible,  Common  Version. 

4.  — First  Reader,   Hillard. 

5.  — Second    "         .       .       .       .       .       .       •  " 

6.  — Third 

7.  — Fourth    "  " 

8.  — Fifth      "  . :■:    •  " 

9.  — Primary  Arithmetic,         .       .       .       .       •  Eaton. 

10.  — Intellectual    "      .       .       . '      .    '   .       .  " 

11.  -r-Common  School  Arithmetic,  .... 

12.  — High  "  "  " 

13.  _Algebra,    ......      Thomson's  Day. 

14.  — Penmanship — first  five  numbers,      .        .       .  Spencer. 

15.  — First  Book  in  Grammar,     ....  Quackenbos. 

16.  — English  Grammar,  . 

17.  — First  Steps  in  Geography,   ....  Cornell. 
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18.  — Primary  Geography,        .....  Cornell. 

19.  — Grammar  School    u  .       .       .  " 

20.  — Primary  History  of  the  United  States,      .  Quackenbos. 

21.  — School         "         "       "         "  " 

22.  — Physiology,     ...       ....  Loomis 

23.  — First  Lessons  in  Composition,       .       .       .  Quackenbos. 

24.  — Small  Dictionary,  Worcester. 

25.  — Book-keeping,      ......  Mayhew. 

26.  — Natural  Philosophy,        ....  Quackenbos. 

27.  — Singing  Book,  "  Golden  Wreath." 

We  are  anxious  to  see  more  uniformity  in  Text-books,  and  methods 
of  teaching  in  our  Schools.  There  is  altogether  too  much  neglect  in 
this  matter  almost  everywhere  ;  and  it  militates  very  much  against  the 
success  of  any  school.  We  feel  confident,  that  attention  to  a  uniform 
course  of  studies  by  parents,  teachers,  and  scholars,  would  tend  to 
more  unity  of  effort,  and  greater  progress  in  discipline  and  learning. 
In  prescribing  the  above  as  the  only  Text-books  to  be  used  in  our 
schools,  we  have  made  it  a  matter  of  conscience  for  the  public  good, 
and  not  for  the  trade  profit  of  any  publishing  concern  whose  books 
we  have  selected. 

As  regards  attendance  in  our  schools  during  the  year  now  closed, 
it  has  not  been  what  the  School  Committee  would  desire.  Unavoid- 
able causes,  —  such  as  sickness  and  absence  from  town,  —  have,  no 
doubt,  contributed  their  share  to  the  want  of  regularity  and  constancy 
of  attendance  of  the  pupils  at  their  respective  schools.  But  some  of 
the  schools  have  done  much  better  in  this  matter  than  others.  All, 
however,  can  improve  greatly  in  this,  and  thereby  enhance  the  value 
of  the  teachers'  services,  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils.  Absence  and 
tardiness  are  two  prevailing  evils  in  our  schools,  and  do  as  much,  per- 
haps, as  anything  can,  to  keep  the  schools  in  a  backward  state.  Even 
one  scholar,  addicted  to  absence  or  tardiness,  while  he  greatly  injures 
himself  in  habits  and  mental  growth,  is  affecting  most  seriously  the 
vital  interests  of  the  whole  school,  and  subjecting  the  conscientious  and 
faithful  teacher  to  labor  and  trouble  that  he  ought  not  to  bear,  because 
of  their  uselessness. 
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SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  ATTENDANCE. 


District  No.  1. 
George  W.  Wilde,  Jr., 
Mary  E.  Wilde. 

District  No.  2. 
Lillian  E.  Skinner, 
Ida  A.  Walker, 
Lydia  A.  Walker, 
Chloe  E.  Wetherell, 
George  L.  Wetherell, 
Sanford  E.  Cobb, 
Seth  R.  Briggs. 

District  No.  3. 
Ann  Galligan, 
Alice  E.  Perry, 
Annie  J.  Woodward, 
H.  Obera  Woodward, 
Joseph  Sheridan, 
Rosa  Smith, 
Albert  W.  Tucker, 
Mary  A.  Smith. 

District  No.  4. 
Abbie  R.  Lane, 
*M.  Helen  Lane, 
*Robert  E.  Lane, 
*Mark  W.  Lane, 
L.  Edgar  Richmond, 
George  H.  Richmond, 
Elioenai  C.  Chase, 
Carrie  A.  Hodges, 
Fannie  E.  Williams, 
Charles  A.  Lane, 
Henry  Slmte, 
Charles  F.  Wilbur. 

District  No.  5. 
*Samantha  K.  Sweet, 
Addie  W.  Tozer, 
*Fannie  J.  Rogers, 
Emma  J.  Rogers, 
Ida  M.  Perry, 
*Bashie  Tozer, 
Anna  L.  Smith, 
*Philo  F.  Leonard, 
Levi  S.  Elliott, 
Lloyd  H.  Leonard, 
*Henry  K.  Smith, 
Henry  W.  Fobes, 
Richard  Horton, 
*Freddie  D.  Smith, 
Freddie  Leonard, 


Lewis  W.  Francis, 
Lucy  D.  Tozer, 
Frank  L.  B.  Smith'. 

District  No.  6. 
Mary  E.  Blandin, 
Mary  A.  Burt, 
Olive  I.  Burt, 
Arvilla  W.  White, 
Ella  F.  White, 
*M.  Eugene  Burt, 
*Emmons  H.  Lincoln, 
Charles  L.  Wilbur, 
Julia  E.  Lane, 
Etnmogiene  Spaulding, 
Homer  B.  Blandin, 
Lester  D.  Blandin, 
S.  Lewis  Leonard, 
Charles  S.  Newcomb, 
Lloyd  E.  White. 

District  No.  7. 
Sarah  E.  Briggs, 
Eunice  A.  Briggs, 
Clara  E.  Briggs, 
Clara  E.  Crane, 
*Delia  Crane, 
Minnie  A.  Crane, 
Nettie  Eddy, 
Ella  E.  Hill, 
*Charles  N.  Crane, 
Daniel  F.  Crane, 
*Sanford  W.  Hill, 
Charles  H.  Makepeace, 
*Barna  F.  Woodward, 
Albert  D.  Woodward, 
Albert  B.  Waterman, 
Emily  D.  Woodward, 
George  E.  Makepeace. 

District  No.  8. 

Annie  Cannon, 
Annie  J.  Dean, 
*Mary  T.  Dean, 
Etta  J.  Hoxie, 
Annie  J.  Leonard, 
M.  B.  Copeland, 
Lawrence  Copeland, 
Edwin  H.  Austin, 
Sarah  M.  Lincoln, 
Hattie  R.  Fish, 
Lottie  C.  Lane, 
Alice  F.  Lincoln. 


*  P#rfaet  in  attendance  both  tens*. 
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The  deportment  of  scholars  in  our  schools  has  been  generally,  so 
far  as  we  have  observed,  very  good.  There  could  have  been,  in  some 
of  the  schools,  much  better  order,  which  would  have  made  the  teach- 
ing far  more  profitable.  No  cases  of  serious  insubordination  have 
come  under  our  notice.  The  general  aim  of  the  teachers  has  been, 
so  far  as  we  can  judge,  u  to  keep  on  the  right  side  of  the  scholars ;" 
leading,  instead  of  driving  them  to  their  daily  studies.  After  all  that 
may  be  said  in  praise  of  the  deportment  of  the  pupils,  and  the  effort  of 
the  teachers  to  have  good  order  during  the  school  session,  there  can  be 
great  improvement  made  in  the  management  of  our  schools.  Our 
teachers  should  make  it  a  more  careful  study,  and  bear  in  mind  that 
good  deportment  in  the  pupils,  order  and  quietness  in  the  school-room, 
should  be  considered  essential  to  real  success  in  study  and  recitation, 
in  teaching  and  moral  influence.  "  Order  is  Heaven's  first  law  ;"  and 
nowhere  is  it  more  important  than  in  the  training  and  educating  of  the 
u  young  Immortals. " 

The  proficiency  of  the  pupils  in  their  studies  during  the  past 
school  year  has  been  fair,  considering  the  shortness  of  the  terms 
and  the  great  length  of  the  vacations.  So  long  interruptions  in 
study,  and  so  many  changes  of  teachers,  can  but  result  in  broken 
discipline,  desultory  thinking,  and  fragmentary  knowledge  ;  which , 
*  together  with  the  irregularity  of  attendance,  militate  very  much  against 
the  highest  prosperity  and  best  scholarship  of  our  schools.  Our 
teachers  have  been  faithful  and  effectual  in  their  labors  for  the  advance- 
ment of  their  pupils,  so  far  as  these  untoward  circumstances  would 
allow.  Some  have  been  more  successful  than  others.  Some  have 
had  more  and  greater  obstacles  in  their  schools  to  overcome,  and 
graver  defects  in  themselves  to  remedy,  than  the  others ;  while  the 
latter,  perhaps,  have  not  pushed  forward  for  still  higher  attainments  in 
discipline,  scholarship,  and  moral  power,  as  was  their  happy  privilege 
and  serious  duty.  Yet,  on  the  whole,  we  can  say,  that  so  far  as  we 
are  able  to  judge,  the  scholars  and  teachers  have  made  fair  progress 
in  their  relations  to  each  other,  toward  the  desired  end. 

We  will  not  stop  here  to  enumerate  or  specify  the  several  branches  of 
study,  and  the  comparative  improvement  of  scholars  therein,  belonging 
to  the  different  schools.  More  thoroughness  of  acquirement,  and  dis- 
cipline of  mind,  we  have  witnessed  in  some  branches  than  in  others, 
in  some  of  the  schools  ;  while,  in  the  others,  there  was  greater  attention 
to  some  other  studies.  The  greatest  failure  in  the  studies,  as  pursued 
in  our  schools,  is  perhaps  in  the  Mathematical  books  now  in  use.   It  is 
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with  this  study,  and  indeed  with  all  others,  as  it  is  with  the  soldier ; 
he  must,  for  himself,  be  able  to  understand  and  go  through  with  the 
manual  exercise,  as  an  individual,  and  in  a  squad,  before  he  is  able  to 
go  in  and  drill  in  the  ranks.  So  the  boy  or  girl  in  arithmetic  should 
be  closely  disciplined  and  drilled  in  every  particular  by  himself,  to  a 
certain  extent,  before  he  is  competent  to  acquit  himself  properly,  from 
day  to  day,  in  his  several  classes.  Hence  we  look  with  distrust  upon 
all  concert  recitations,  except  when  used  as  reviews  of  what  each 
scholar  in  his  class  already  knows.  More  accuracy  and  rapidity  of 
calculation,  even  in  the  fundamental  rules  of  arithmetic,  are  much 
needed  by  our  scholars.  Promptitude,  self-reliance,  ingenuity  of 
method,  earnestness  and  zeal  in  the  art  and  science  of  figures,  are  in 
our  estimation,  not  up  to  the  proper  point  of  development  in  our 
schools.  We  look  to  the  future  for  higher  attainments  in  every  thing 
pertaining  to  them.  Something  like  this  might  be  said  of  the  other 
studies.  More  thought,  more  application  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  ; 
more  system,  more  reviewing,  more  original  expedients  to  secure  close 
thinking  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  would  not  come  amiss.  Life,  pow- 
er, energy,  should  pervade  the  school-room  ;  the  teacher  a  galvanic 
battery  to  charge  the  pupils  with  electric  fire. 

Teachers.  Prudential  Committee. 

District  No.  1. — Abbie  E.  Messinger,  Nathaniel  Freeman. 

Charles  H.  Walker. 

"  2. — Lidora  E.  Briggs,  Benjamin  Wetherell. 

William  H.  Angell. 

"  3. — Alice  C.  Lane,  George  F.  Lincoln. 

Abbie  E.  Messinger, 
Mary  E.  Allen. 

"  4. — Sarah  Hodges,  Augustus  Lane. 

Henry  C.  Crane. 

"  5. — Elvira  R.  Lincoln,  James  M.  Sweet. 

Elijah  Allen. 

•«  6.--Abbie  A.  Sweet,  E.  C.  White. 

Sarah  Hodges. 

"  7. — Josephine  C.  Austin,  David  Waterman. 

Adelaide  E.  Austin. 

"  8.— Martha  L.  Hayward,         S.  W.  Lincoln. 

Mary  S.  Lincoln. 
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We  would  say  that  great  caution  on  the  part  of  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittees, rot  in  reference  so  much  to  the  mere  wages,  as  to  the  physical, 
social,  moral,  and  intellectual  qualifications  of  those  they  employ,  would 
conduce  more  to  the  success  of  our  schools.  For  we  hold,  that  Pruden- 
tial Committees  are  as  much  bound  to  regard  these  matters  in  hiring 
teachers,  as  the  School  Committee  is  in  examining  them.  The  Pruden- 
tial Committees  need  also  to  look,  not  for  the  lowest  priced  (which  are 
often  the  lowest  qualified),  but  for  the  very  best  teachers,  even  if  the 
wages  are  more  per  month.  As  a  Committee,  we  have  felt  great  re- 
sponsibility in  this  matter,  and  have  acted  in  good  faith,  toward  the 
districts  which  have,  through  their  Prudential  Committees,  sent  candi- 
dates to  us  for  examination  as  teachers. 
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SUMMER  SCHOOLS— 1865. 


No.  of  District  . 

No.  of  days  school  kept.  | 

Whole  No.  of  scholars. 

Average  attendance. 

No.   of  scholars  between 
5  and  15. 

No.  of  scholars  over  15. 

No.  of  scholars  under  5.  j 

Teachers'  wages  per  month. 

Amount  received  by  teach- 
ers as  pay. 

No.  of  scholars  in  each  Dis- 
trict, May  1st,  18C5. 

1  • 

70 

5G 

41.10 

56 

0 

0 

824.00 

884.00 

65 

2 

60 

44 

35.50 

35 

8 

1 

20.00 

60.00 

35 

3 

54 

32 

27.20 

30 

2 

0 

22.00 

60.50 

70 

* 

54 

35 

30.00 

34 

0 

1 

12.00 

33.00 

4 

78 

53 

38.00 

47 

5 

1 

2400 

96  00 

51 

5 

40 

28 

2G.60 

25 

2 

1 

25.54 

44.87 

34 

6 

73 

28 

23.22 

25 

3 

0 

19.00 

71.25 

27 

7 

35 

25 

24.07 

24 

1 

0 

24.00 

42.00 

27 

8 

74 

39 

28.97 

35 

4 

0 

22.00 

82.50 

42 

Total, 

538 

340 

274.66 

311 

25 

4 

8192.54  1 

8574.12 

351 

WINTER  SCHOOLS — 1865-6. 


No.  of  District. 

No .  of  days  school  kept. 

Whole  number  of  scholars. 

Average  attendence. 

No.  of  scholars  between  5 
1        and  15. 

|  No.  over  15. 

|  No.  under  5. 

Teachers'  wages  per  month. 

Amount  received  by  teach- 
ers as  pay. 

Money  assigned  to  each 
District. 

1 

64 

50 

33.90 

50 

0 

0 

845.00 

8144.00 

8246.15 

2 

59 

49 

38.00 

37 

9 

3 

35.00 

1  105.00 

179.41 

3 

58 

36 

32,69 

35 

1 

0 

28.00 

84.00 

254.34 

* 

58 

36 

28.48 

36 

0 

0 

14.00 

42.00 

4 

73 

52 

40.00 

47 

5 

0 

40.00 

150.00 

253.74 

5 

60 

31 

28.00 

27 

.4 

0 

40.00 

120.00 

178  02 

6 

72 

35 

27.75 

28 

7 

0 

20.00 

75  00 

169.25 

7 

65 

26 

23.12 

23 

2 

1 

24  00 

78.00 

163.17 

8 

80 

38 

26.71 

36 

2 

0 

28.00 

112.00 

233.53 

Total, 

589 

353 

282.90 

319 

30 

4 

8274.00 

8910.00 

81677.61 

*  Primary  Department. 
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In  closing  our  Report,  we  would  say,  that  there  is  an  imperative  and 
pressing  need  of  increasing  the  amount  of  money  appropriated  by  the 
town  for  the  schools,  in  order  to  do  our  duty  to  the  rising  generation. 
What  sufficed  one,  two,  or  three  years  ago,  or  even  for  last  year,  will  not 
do  so  for  the  year  to  come.  Our  town  occupies  the  middle  point  in  appro- 
priations for  each  pupil ;  let  her  rise  to  a  position  among  the  first  in  the 
county.    She  ought  to  appropriate  $1800  for  her  schools  this  year. 

The  school-terms,  also,  should  be  three,  commencing  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, with  a  brief  recess  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  first  two,  and  a  long 
vacation  in  the  months  of  July  and  August.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  greatly  conduce  to  the  economy  of  time,  money  and  scholarship 
in  our  public  schools. 

BENJ.  E.  SWEET,  )  School  Committee 
D.  S.  C.  M.  POTTER.)      of  Norton* 

Norton,  March  19,  1866. 

*Rev.  Samuel  Bcane,  a  member  of  the  School  Committee,  deceased. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Treasurer  and  Au- 
ditor, of  the  Town  of  Norton,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  Report,  giving  the  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures of  said  town  from  March  1st,  1865,  to 
March  1st,  1866. 

EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 
District  No.  1. 

Paid  Abby  E.  Messinger,  14  weeks,  summer,  $84.00 

"    Charles  H.  Walker,  64  days,  winter,  144.00 

"    For  wood  and  building  fires,  16.95 

"     "    repairs,  15.58 


District  No.  4. 


$265.53 


District  No.  2. 

Lidora  E.  Briggs,  12  weeks,  summer,  $60.00 

Wm.  H.  Angell,   12     "     winter,  105.00 

For  wood,  17.25 


$182.25 


District  No.  3. 

Alice  C.  Lane,  11  weeks,  summer,  $60.50 

Emilie  A.  Tucker,  11    "      summer,  33.00 

Abby  E.  Messinger,  12  "      winter,  84.00 

Mary  E.  Allen,         "  "     winter,  42.00 

For  wood  and  building  fires,  37.22 

"    repairs,  86.02 


$342.74 


Sarah  Hodges,  16  weeks,  summer,  $96.00 
Henry  C.  Crane,  15  "  winter,  150.00 
For  wood,  23,50 
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17 


$269.50 
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District  No.  5. 


Paid  Elvira  R.  Lincoln,  8  weeks,  summer,  44.87 

"    Elijah  Allen,         12    "       winter,  120.00 

"    For  wood,  14.00 

"      "    repairs,  .90 

8179.77 

District  No.  6. 

"  Abby  A.  Sweet,  15  weeks,  summer,  $71.25 
"  Sarah  Hodges,  "  "  winter,  75.00 
"    For  wood,  10.00 

$156.25 

District  No.  7. 

w  Josephine  C.  Austin,  7  weeks  summer,  $42.00 
"  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  13  "  winter,  78.00 
"    For  wood,  6.00 

$126.00 

District  No.  8. 

"  Martha  L.  Hayward,  15  weeks,  summer,  $82.50 
"    Mary  S.  Lincoln,       16     "     winter,  112  00 

"    For  wood  and  building  fires,  20.50 


$215.00 


EXPENSES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  Lloyd  E.  Leonard,  for  services,  $225.00 

"    Robert  Dixon  and  others,  for  labor,  55.96 

"    For  groceries,  grain  and  clothing,  701.13 

"    Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  professional  services,  5.00 

"    C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  meat,  22.92 


$1010.01 

RECEIPTS. 

By  income  from  town  farm,  $259.36 
For  going  with  the  hearse,  18.00 
"  keeping  transient  paupers,  8.50 

  $285.86 


Amount  of  expense,  exclusive  of  income  from  the  farm,  $724.15 
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EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMS-HOUSE. 


Paid  for 

assistance  to  James  White,  (due  last  year) 

$15.00 

u  <( 

a 

"  Hannah  Smith, 

26.00 

a  a 

a 

"  Allen  Hill, 

15.98 

a  a 

a 

"  Mary  Eddy, 

20.37 

a  a 

a 

"  Barney  Field, 

21.50 

u  a 

n 

"  James  and  George  White, 

11.50 

a  a 

a 

"  H.  Sanford  Briggs  and  family, 

5.00 

a  a 

the  support  of  Lucinda  Stone, 

31.20 

$146.55 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR  BELONGING  ELSEWHERE. 

Paid  for  medical  attendance  on  J.  S.  Cook,  a  State  pauper,  $5.00 
"    "  coffin  for  Patrick  McCabe,                  "       «  8.25 
"  Dr.  Samuel  Deans,  for  attendance  on  G.  Henry  Leon- 
ard's wife,  3.50 
"  Dr.  Samuel  Deans,  for  attendance  on  G.  Bradford  Leon- 
ard's wife,  4.00 


$20.75 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Paid  G.  W.  Storer,  for  tolling  bell,  $8.00 

"  Gazette  and  Democrat  Office,  for  printing,  45.50 

"  for  school  books,  introduced  by  the  School  Committee,  123.95 

"  "  legal  advice,  14.00 
"     "    running  line  and  erecting  monuments  on  Taunton 

and  Norton  line,  22.00 

14  on  Norton  and  Rehoboth  line,  2.25 

"  for  monuments  for  Norton  and  Attleboro'  line,  10.00 

"  W.  D.  Witherell,  for  horse  and  carriage,  town  business  25.00 

"  H.  Bates,             "     "       "       "       «       "  18.00 

"  C.  Sprague  Jr.,      "      "       «       «       «       "  16.00 

u  for  lamps  for  the  Town  Hall,  7.00 

M     "   express,  postage,  stationery  and  stamps,  14.21 

"     "   travelling  expenses,  15.20 


$321.11 


DEBTS  PAID. 

Amount  of  interest  paid  on  the  town  debt,  $1139.95 
"     "  principal  "  6500.00 


$7639,95 
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STATE  AID  AND  MILITARY  EXPENSES. 
Paid  from  March  1st,  1865,  to  March  1st,  1866,  $592.17 

REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Paid  in  Highway  District  No.  1,  $48  51 

«    "       "            "      "   2,  21.58 

"    "       "            «       «  3,  459.16 

"    «       "            "      "  6,  69.40 

a     a         u               a        a    7^  26.38 

"    "       "            "      "  8,  8.00 


$633.03 


REIMBURSEMENT  OF  MILITARY  SUBSCRIPTION. 
Paid  sundry  persons,  $3,647.32 

REPAIRS  AT  ALMS-HOUSE. 

Paid  for  materials  and  labor  in  making  repairs  at  the  Alms- 
house, and  for  farm  stock,  $145.04 

EXPENSES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter,  for  services  as  School  Com.,  $40.00 

"    Benjamin  E.  Sweet,         "        "       "      "         "  36.00 

"  George  H.  Arnold,  for  warning  town  meetings,  10.00 
"    Austin  Messinger,  for  services  as  Town  Clerk  and 

Treasurer,  40.00 
"    Austin  Messinger,  for  recording  marriages,  births  and 

deaths,  13.70 
"  W.  D.  Witherell,  for  services  as  Assessor,  60.75 
"  "  il  "  "  «  "  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,  94.50 
"  Horatio  Bates,  for  services  as  Assessor,  49.50 
"  "  "  "  "  "  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,  90.00 
"  Charles  Sprague,  Jr.,  for  services  as  Assessor,  15.75 
"       "           "        "    "        "      "     Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  27.00 

"    Cyril  S.  Sweet,  for  collecting  taxes,  90.32 

$567.52 

Forty-five  dollars  of  the  above  amount  charged  by  W.  D.  Wither- 
erell  and  H*  Bates,  is  fat  time  spent  in  settling  up  military  affairs. 
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^RECAPITULATION. 


Paid  for  support  of  schools, 

739  OA 

u 

44       "      "  alms-house, 

"       u      "  poor  out  of  alms-house, 

l'iO.  Oil 

u 

"       u      "     "of  other  towns, 

90  7^ 

a 

u  incidental  expenses, 

321.11 

interest  and  money  borrowed, 

7639.95 

a 

state  aid  and  military  expenses, 

a 

for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges, 

633.03 

a 

military  reimbursement, 

3647.32 

a 

for  repairs  at  alms-house, 

145.04 

u 

town  officers, 

567.52 

$16455.49 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


W.  D.  WITHERELL,  )  Selectmen 

HORATIO  BATES,  }  of 

CHARLES  SPRAGUE,  JR.,  )  Norton. 


Norton,  March  20,  1866. 
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TEEASUEEE'S  EEPOET. 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  March  21st,  18Gb,  $1,148.94 
Received  of  the  city  of  Taunton,  39.25 
44       V  State  Treasurer,  state  aid,  1,403.35 
"       "     "          "       corporation  tax,  88.09 
«     "          "       school  fund,  92.50 
"       44  School  District  No.  3,  for  repairs,  100.00 
"       borrowed  money,  2,475.00 
44       of  School  Committee,  for  books  sold,  25.00 
44        income  from  town  farm,  259.36 
"       of  Cyril  S.  Sweet,  Collector  for  1865,  14,513.98 
44       "  Lemuel  C.  Witherell,  «     "    1864,  729.00 
"       "  Timothy  Smith,         «      "    1860,  1.50 
44       44  A.  L.  Pratt,            44      -4    1857,  23.47 
44       44  James  O.  Messinger,  the  proceeds  of  the  proper- 
ty of  James  Godfrey,  a  town  pauper,  deceased,  100.00 


$20,999.44 


CONTRA. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  the  Selectmen  $16,455.49 

44    State  tax,  4,418.00 

4t    abatement  of  taxes,  92.77 

Cash  in  Treasury  March  20th,  1866,  33.18 

$20,999.44 


AMOUNT  DUE  THE  SCHOOL   DISTRICTS  MARCH  20th, 

1866. 


District  No.  1, 

$85.20 

u 

u 

44  repairs, 

16.98 

u 

a 

2, 

57.16 

•1 

U 

3,  V 

91.12 

<( 

u 

44  repairs, 

13.98 

it 

« 

4, 

80.24 

« 

u 

5, 

44.02 

a 

u 

44  repairs, 

•56 

(( 

a 

6, 

84.25 

<t 

«( 

v, 

80.60 

u 

ti 

8, 

101.03 

$655.14 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 
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AUDITOK'S  REPOKT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  sundry  persons,  March 
1st,  186G.  .  DR. 


To  notes  and  interest  due  sundry  persons,  $12,014.04 
"  amount  due  the  several  School  Districts,  G55.14 
"  estimated  amount  due  town  of  Salem,  20.00 
"  amount  due  sundry  persons  for  subscriptions  for  military 

purposes,  306.40 
"  amount  of  State  Aid  unpaid,  67.60 


$13,063.18 

CR. 

By  amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  March  1st,  1866,  $33.18 
"  **  due  from  the  State  for  aid  to  families  of  volunteers  1,104.77 
«  "  in  the  hands  of  Timothy  Smith,  collector  1860,  14.69 
"  "  "  "  "  George  H.  Arnold,  "  1861,  5.12 
"  "  "  "  "  "  L.  C.  Witherell,  "  1864,  103.60 
"     "    "   "     "     "  C.  S.  Sweet,  "      1865,  2,226.28 

"  "  due  from  the  town  of  Attleboro',  5.00 
"  "  "  "  State  for  burying  State  pauper,  5.00 
u  "  for  town  maps,  3.60 
"     "    to  balance  accounts,  9,561.94 


813,063.18 

Amount  of  town  debt,  March  1st,  1865,  $13,135.20 
"  "  "  M  41  "  1866,  9,561.94 
u      "  Notes  the  town  is  paying  interest  for,  11,875.00 


I  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  Se- 
lectmen, and  found  them  correctly  kept,  and  charges  sustained  by 
proper  vouchers. 

AUGUSTUS  LANE,  Auditor. 

Norton,  March  20th,  1866. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NOKTON, 

For  the  year  1866-7. 


TAUNTON, 

C.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  7  UNION  BLOCK, 
I867. 


Notice  to  Prudential  Committees  and  Teachers. 


Prudential  Committees  are  requested  to  inform  all  applicants  whom  they  may  em- 
ploy to  teach  schools,  that  the  Committee  will  be  in  session  for  their  examination  &c, 
at  the  school  house  in  district  No.  1,  at  1  o'clock  P.  M.  as  follows  : — for  Summer 
Schools,  the  Saturday  before  the  first  Monday  in  May  ;  for  Winter  Schools,  the  Sat- 
urdays before  the  first  Mondays  in  November  and  Deeember  1867. 

Teachers  thus  notified  will  please  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Teachers  should  notify  each  member  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  time  of  exam- 
ination at  the  close  of  the  term. 


SCHOOL  EEPORT. 


The  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  Norton,  for  the  year  . 
1866-7,  would  respectfully  submit  to  the  people  the  following  Re- 
port : — 

Having,  in  former  reports,  set  forth  at  some  length,  our  views 
as  to  what  should  be  the  proper  education  of  American  youth,  we 
shall  not  preface  the  present  report  with  any  extended  disserta- 
tion upon  so  important  and  weighty  a  matter.  Enough  has  been 
said,  in  the  past,  to  convince  every  one,  who  keeps  his  mind  open 
to  conviction,  that  there  cannot  be  too  much  done  for  the  com- 
mon school  toward  supplying  the  great  deficiency  everywhere 
prevalent.  It  is  for  you,  the  people,  to  make  the  common  school 
what  you  desire  it  to  be,  and  what  it  should  be.  So  far  as  your 
Committee  is  concerned,  all  its  desires  and  plans  are  vain,  its 
labor  futile,  without  your  approval  and  encouragement,  your 
hearty  interest  and  substantial  support.  In  proportion  as  these 
are  withholden,  the  common  school  will  languish  in  any  commu- 
nity, for  the  state  of  the  people  is  always  made  manifest  in  the 
school-room, — the  child  is  the  image  of  the  parent. 

The  Committee  would  farther  say,  that,  while  the  schools  for 
the  past  year  have  been  pretty  good,  they  have  not,  as  a  whole, 
been  what  they  should  be.  Every  succeeding  year  should  be 
made  better  than  its  predecessor.  This,  however,  has  not  been 
the  case.  The  spirit  of  progress  is  sadly  wanting,  and  some  pe- 
culiar obstacles  must  be  in  the  way  somewhere,  which  hinder  the 
advancement  that  is  so  desirable.  It  can  but  be  evident  to  every 
reflecting  mind  what  are  the  principal  difficulties  embarrassing 
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the  schools  in  Norton.  If  these  were  overcome,  there  would  soon 
be  a  great  change  for  the  better,  and  the  common  schools  in 
Norton  would  take  a  high  position  in  the  Commonwealth.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  most  sanguine  an- 
ticipations of  progress  will  be  fully  realized. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Prudential  Committee,  Alfred  Barker. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Sarah  Hodges. 

Miss  Hodges  brought  to  this  school  the  advantage  of  her 
long  experience  in  teaching.  In  a  school  made  up  so  largely  of 
small  children,  many  of  whom  apparently  lacked  culture  and  dis- 
cipline at  home,  it  required  much  tact  and  patient  endeavor  to 
curb  their  restless  spirits  and  maintain  good  order.  Her  success 
in  government,  and  in  begetting  enthusiasm  in  her  pupils  for 
study,  was  good.  She  lacked  punctuality,  and  so  was  somewhat 
irregular  in  commencing  the  daily  sessions  of  school,  resulting 
from  her  effort  to  accomplish  side  interests.  This  marred  the 
highest  efficiency  of  the  school,  yet  the  examination  showed  the 
fidelity  of  the  teacher  in  other  respects,  and  a  commendable  pro-, 
ficiency  in  her  pupils. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Anna  C.  Tinkham,  Ellen  I.  Freeman. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher— Isabella  Thwing. 

Some  of  the  parents  were  disappointed  in  not  having  a  male 
teacher,  hence  there  was  that  lack  of  sympathy  and  co-operation 
with  the  teacher  which  would  ensure  success.  Miss  Thwing, 
with  her  eminent  qualifications  and  large  experience,  sought  to 
overcome  all  obstacles,  and  conscientiously  performed  her  duties. 
Without  the  knowledge  of  your  Committee,  she  was  persuaded  to, 
leave  her  school  at  the  expiration  of  seven  weeks. 
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Two  weeks  after,  the  school  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Richard  A. 
Rich,  who  completed  the  remaining  nine  weeks.  Mr.  Rich  did 
the  best  he  could,  under  the  circumstances.  His  mode  of  disci- 
pline was  of  the  severe  type,  governing  more  by  fear  than  love, 
yet  he  was  in  earnest  for  the  welfare  of  his  pupils,  and  the  exam- 
ination was,  to  a  good  degree,  creditable. 

Never  should  a  school  be  interrupted,  except  for  marked  fail- 
ure, and  then  only  on  proper  investigation,  and  decision  of  the 
School  Committee. 

DISTRICT  No  2. 

Prudential  Committee ,  William  Wetherell. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher — Ellen  R,  Grover,  of  Mansfield. 

The  general  attendance  and  deportment  of  the  pupils  were 
about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  terms.  No  particular  change 
in  these  respects  for  the  better  or  the  worse  ;  there  have  always 
been  a  fair  attendance  and  commendable  deportment  in  this 
school.  The  moral  influence  and  mental  discipline  brought  to 
bear  upon  this  school,  during  the  term,  have  been  good.  Yet,  in 
the  latter  respect,  we  can  but  say  that  more  iron  energy  could 
have  been  blended  with  that  moral  element,  so  as  to  give  more 
power  and  promptitude  to  the  efforts  of  the  pupils,  and  more 
solidity  to  the  instruction. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Angie  M.  Makepeace,  Chloe  E.  Weth- 
erell, Emily  M.  Wetherell,  Henry  Bavier. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,— Ellen  R.  Grover,  of  Mansfield. 

Though  there  was  a  long  space  of  time  between  the  summer 
term  and  the  winter  term,  ample  proof  was  given  of  the  advan- 
tage of  having  the  same  teacher  through  the  year.  Miss  Grover 
succeeded  very  well  in  securing  good  order,  fair  attention  and 
discipline  in  study,  regularity  of  attendance,  and  a  healthful  mor- 
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al  influence  over  the  pupils.  We  deem  it  a  high  commendation 
of  Miss  Grover,  to  say  that  her  manners,  deportment,  language 
and  personal  bearing  were  such  as  to  exert  the  best  kind  of  con-r 
trolling  power  over  the  pupils  that  were  under  her  daily  care. 

Perfect  in  attendance,— Chloe  E.  Wetherell,  Nettie  R.  Wilde. 


DISTRICT  No  3. 

Prudential  Committee, — Albert  S.  Tucker. 

SUMMER  TERM. — GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher, — Alice  C.  Lane,  of  Norton. 

The  school  was  very  successfully  managed  and  faithfully  taught 
by  Miss  Lane,  who  has  had  a  large  experience  in  the  self-denying 
labors  of  teaching.  Good  order,  neatness,  propriety,  a  healthy 
progress,  a  fair  degree  of  zeal,  were  among  the  prominent  char- 
acteristics in  this  department  of  the  school. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — none. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher, — Emilie  A.  Tucker,  of  Norton. 

The  committee  have  been  exceedingly  gratified  to  witness  the 
fidelity  and  unwearied  industry,  and  patience  of  Miss  Tucker  in 
training  the  minds  of  the  very  young  pupils  that  were  under  her 
care.  And  we  think  that  her  labors  were  crowned  with  success. 
She  succeeded  too  in  a  good  degree,  in  securing  quietness  in  her 
department,  which  we  deem  no  small  achievement  with  the  young, 
who  are  naturally  very  restless.  And  this  was  done  by  kindness, 
patience  and  uniformity  of  government.  The  room  for  this  de- 
partment of  school  is  unfavorably  situated,  and  subjects  teacher 
and  pupils  to  trials  and  temptations  not  easily  borne  or  overcome  ; 
and  to  succeed  as  Miss  Tucker  really  did,  we  deem  to  be  a  work 
of  great  credit  to  her  skill  as  teacher  and  manager. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — none. 
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WINTER  TERM. — GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher, — William  H.  Angell,  of  Foxboro'. 

The  school  during  this  term  has  been  vigorously  conducted, 
and  a  fair  degree  of  scholastic  improvement  gained.  The  two 
departments  have  been  merged  into  one  during  the  term,  and 
managed  by  one  teacher.  The  school  would  compare  favorably 
with  the  rest  in  town,  in  regard  to  good  order,  fair  attendance 
and  commendable  proficiency.  In  this,  as  in  the  other  schools  in 
the  town,  tardiness  and  absence  have  wrought  their  evil  effects 
upon  the  success  of  the  pupils  under  the  teacher's  charge.  He 
strove  in  all  ways  possible  to  avert  these,  but  could  not  escape 
them  all.  We  think  that  the  teacher  has  been  faithful,  energetic, 
vigilant  and  persevering. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — none. 

DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Prudential  Committee, — Benjamin  D.  Stanley. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Mary  E.  Allen,  of  Norton. 

This  is  a  large  school,  and  requires  good  judgment  and  much 
skill  in  teaching,  to  manage  it  successfully.  Miss  Allen  by  her 
gentle  intercourse  with  her  scholars,  succeeded  in  gaining  their 
love  and  good  will.  The  school  made  considerable  progress  un- 
der her  care.  The  most  of  the  classes  appeared  well  at  the  clos- 
ing examination. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Ellen  M.  Arnold,  Eva  L.  Fisher,  Abby 
R.  Lane,  Laura  E.  Stanley,  Alice  Sweet,  John  H.  Arnold,  Mark 
W.  Lane,  George  B.  Sweet. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Lidora  E.  Briggs,  of  Norton. 

This  school,  as  in  summer,  was  large,  and  the  teacher  has  been 
faithful,  persevering  in  her  labors,  and  through  her  firm  and 
judicious  management  succeeded  in  maintaining  good  order,  and, 
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by  her  mild  and  persuasive  manner  in  her  intercourse  with  her 
school,  gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  her  pupils.  Some  of 
the  classes  did  not  do  themselves  justice  at  the  closing  examina- 
tion. On  the  whole,  there  was  improvement  in  the  school. 
Youth  should  learn  to  depend  upon  themselves.  An  education 
acquired  by  hard  study  is  more  apt  to  be  lasting. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Charles  W.  Goward,  Robert  E.  Lane, 
Mark  W.  Lane,  Henry  Shute,  Ellen  M.  Arnold,  Elvinai  C.  Chace, 
L.  Ella  Lane,  M.  Helen  Lane. 

DISTRICT  No.  5. 

Prudential  Committee, — Benj.  E.  Sweet. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Mary  A.  Lincoln. 

Miss  L.  although  a  young  teacher,  has  all  the  elements  of  a 
good  one.  She  gave  her  undivided  attention  to  this  school.  The 
scholars  were  sprightly  and  active,  and  their  progress  in  the  sev- 
eral studies  commendable.  Good  order  was  apparent,  and  al- 
though the  school  was  small,  it  was  a  very  profitable  one. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Emma  J.  Rogers,  Bashie  Tazer,  Sarah 
F.  Tucker,  Walter  E.  Foster,  Freddie  D.  Smith,  Henry  K.  Smith, 
Henry  W.  Fobes.  Charles  S.  Fobes,  Clarence  F.  Leonard. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Abbie  E.  Messenger. 

Miss  M.  has  all  the  qualifications  of  an  excellent  teacher,  which 
were  never  exercised  to  better  advantage  than  during  this  term. 
Your  committee  were  pleased  with  her  increased  strictness  in  the 
order  of  the  school,  and  at  the  amount  and  thoroughness  of  work 
completed  by  the  scholars,  doing  credit  to  themselves  and  their 
teacher. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Lucy  D.  Tazer,  Bashie  Tazer,  Henry 
W.  Fobes,  Charles  S.  Fobes,  Frank  L.  B.  Smith,  Henry  K.  Smith. 
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DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Prudential  Committee, — Geo.  W.  Spaulding. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Martha  L.  Hay  ward,  of  Easton. 

This  school  has  always  been  among  the  first  in  town  as  to  good 
order,  faithful  attendance,  and  thorough  proficiency.  Miss  Hay- 
ward  evinced  a  determination,  throughout  the  term,  to  acquit  her- 
self with  credit  in  the  labors  of  the  school-room  ;  and  we  are  happy 
to  say  that  she  did  not  fail  of  her  object.  Nothing  special,  however, 
can  be  stated,  whereby  to  distinguish  this  school,  in  the  main, 
from  others  in  town.  Nothing,  so  far  as  we  know,  interrupted 
the  daily  routine  of  duties  ;  and  as  much  was  accomplished  in  the 
time  as  is  usually  done  in  our  schools. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Olive  J.  Burt,  Mary  A.  Burt,  Homer 
B.  Blandin,  M.  Eugene  Burt,  Emmons  H.  Lincoln. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Maria  Tolman.  of  Sharon. 

The  school,  under  the  management  of  this  teacher,  has  made  a 
commendable  improvement  in  regard  to  ease  and  quietness  in  the 
daily  exercises  and  attention  to  the  studies.  A  little  more  of  the 
forliter  in  re  mingled  with  the  suaviter  in  modo  would  have  great- 
ly enhanced  the  permanent  benefits  of  the  winter  term.  The 
kindness,  the  geniality  and  the  active  sympathy  of  the  teacher 
made  themselves  seen  and  felt  throughout  the  term,  and  secured 
the  healthiest  kind  of  influence  over  all  the  pupils.  Miss  Tolman 
fully  sustained  her  reputation  for  ease,  tact  and  pleasantness  in 
the  management  of  a  school. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — none. 

DISTRICT  No.  7. 
Prudential  Committee, — Adolphus  D.  Hunt. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Alvira  Lincoln,  of  Norton. 

The  school,  during  this  term,  so  far  as  we  had  the  opportunity 
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of  judging,  was  well  managed,  and  the  teacher  seemed  to  be 
faithful  in  her  scholastic  duties.  We  are  satisfied  that  no  teacher 
has  gone  into  any  of  our  schools  with  more  honesty  and  earnest- 
ness of  spirit  than  did  Miss  Lincoln  at  the  opening  of  this  term. 
If  she  failed  in  anything,  it  was  not  for  the  want  of  a  self-sacrific- 
ing spirit  and  fixedness  of  purpose.  A  larger  experience  and 
more  extensive  acquirements  will,  of  course,  increase  the  useful- 
ness of  Miss  Lincoln  in  the  school-room. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Ella  E.  Hill,  Sarah  E.  Briggs,  AnnaH. 
Crane,  Nettie  Eddy,  Eunice  A.  Briggs,  Clara  E.  Briggs,  Minnie 
A.  Crane,  John  Eddy,  James  Eddy. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Alvira  Lincoln,  of  Norton. 

The  same  spirit  of  fidelity  was  manifested  by  Miss  Lincoln  in 
this  as  in  her  preceding  term.  There  were  difficulties,  however, 
in  the  winter  term  that  were  not  found  in  the  summer  term  ;  and 
a  heart  less  fixed  in  what  is  true,  honest  and  faithful,  than  hers, 
would  have  become  discouraged.  But  with  her  faithfulness  to 
duty,  she  labored  on,  using  her  faculties  as  well  as  she  knew  how, 
to  teach  them  who  were  committed  to  her  care.  The  same  order, 
attention  and  quietness  prevailed  in  the  school-room  during  this 
as  in  the  summer  term. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — none. 

DISTRICT  No.  8. 
Prudential  Committee, — Benjamin  M.  Stevens. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Mary  E.  Walker. 

The  usual  good  order  of  this  school  was  maintained  this  term. 
Miss  W.  has  had  much  experience  and  knows  how  to  teach  a 
good  school,  but  might  have  succeeded  bettter  in  winning  the  love 
of  her  pupils.  A  good  degree  of  progress  was  manifest  in  the 
studies  pursued,  and  promptness  in  the  movements'  and  recita- 
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tions  of  scholars.    In  reading,  there  was  too  much  rapidity  for 
clear  enunciation  and  forcible  utterance.    A  large  number  of  the 
parents  were  witnesses  at  the  examination. 
Perfect  in  attendance — Mary  T.  Dean. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher— Hattie  M.  Willis. 

Miss  W.  exhibited  in  her  management  of  this  school  the  de- 
cided advantage  of  thorough  mental  discipline  and  precision  in 
habit.  Scholars  under  such  training,  soon  gave  up  the  custom  of 
guessing  at  the  answer  and  declared  only  what  they  knew.  The 
school  appeared  exceedingly  well  at  each  inspection,  and  the 
teacher  fully  alive  and  devoted  to  her  duties.  While  there  was 
commendable  proficiency  in  all  branches,  the  most  noticeable  im- 
provement was  seen  in  the  reading.  The  good  specimens  given 
by  the  teacher  were  well  imitated  by  the  pupils.  The  examina- 
tion was  perfectly  satisfactory. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Lawrence  Copeland,  Mary  T.  Dean,  Sa- 
rah M.  Lincoln,  Lottie  C.  Lane,  Mattie  L.  Copeland,  Ida  Lincoln. 


STATISTICAL  TABLE. 

SUMMER  SCHOOLS — 1866. 


No.  of  District. 

Number  days 
School  kept. 

Whole  number 
pupils. 

Average 
Attendance. 

No.  Scholars  be- 
tween 5  and  15. 

No.  of  Scholars 
over  15. 

No.  of  Scholars 
under  5. 

Teachers'  wages 
per  month. 

Amount  rec'd  by 
Teachers  as  pay. 

No.  Scholars  in 
each  Dist.  May 
1st,  1846. 

1 

60 

45 

41.00 

44 

0 

1 

$28.00 

$84.00 

71 

2 

45 

40 

34.00 

38 

1 

1 

25.00 

56.25 

38 

3 

50 

26 

21.22 

22 

4 

! 

24.00 

60.00 

58 

* 

50 

33 

25.79 

32 

0 

14.00 

35.00 

4 

70 

52 

40.31 

49 

3 

0 

24.00 

84.00 

58 

5 

44 

23 

20.81 

22 

0 

20.00 

44.00 

31 

6 

70 

23 

18.95 

21 

2 

; 

21.00 

73.50 

29 

7,| 

65 

22 

18.33 

21 

1 

0 

24.28 

78.00 

24 

8'" 

70 

34 

25.46 

32 

1 

1 

28.00 

98.00 

44 

524 

298 

245.87 

281 

12 

5 

$208.00 

$612.75 

353 

♦Primary  Department. 


WINTER  SCHOOLS — 1866-7. 


No.  of  District. 

dumber  of  days 
School  kept. 

Whole  number 
of  Scholars. 

Average 
Attendance. 

No.  Scholars  be- 
tween 5  and  15. 

No.  of  Scholars 
over  15. 

No.  of  Scholars 
under  5 

Teachers'  wages 
per  month. 

Amount  rec'd  by 
Teachers  as  pay. 

Money  assigned 
to  the  District. 

1 

80 

52 

35.50 

52 

0 

0 

$34.75 

$139.00 

$261.42 

2 

75 

35 

30.00 

28 

6 

1 

29.00 

108.75 

191.17 

3 

70 

60 

49.00 

57 

3 

0 

40.00 

140.00 

232.72 

4 

85 

59 

48.00 

52 

7 

0 

28.00 

119.00 

232.66 

5 

75 

28 

23.10 

25 

3 

0 

28.00 

105.00 

175.44 

6 

65 

30 

25.22 

24 

6 

0 

28.00 

91.00 

178.18 

7 

58 

25 

20.74 

19 

6 

0 

26.00 

75.40 

164.82 

8 

60 

30 

23.10 

28 

2 

0 

28.00 

84.00 

206.01 

568 

319 

254.66 

285 

33 

1 

$241.75 

$862.15 

$1,642.42 
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In  closing  our  brief  report,  we  deem  it  useless  to  multiply 
words  any  farther  than  to  urge  you,  the  people  of  Norton,  to  ap- 
propriate more  money  than  you  do  for  your  schools.  Nothing 
less  than  two  thousand  dollars  is  at  all  adequate  to  the  supply  of 
such  teachers  as  your  Committee  would  like  to  see  employed  in 
the  schools.  If  you  wish  to  have  the  grade  of  your  schools  ele- 
vated, the  right  and  efficient  means  must  be  used,  in  order  to  at- 
tain to  that  end.  You,  the  people,  and  also  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittees must  be  more  careful  whom  you  recommend  for  exami- 
nation as  teachers,  and  be  less  anxious  to  employ  at  low  wages 
than  to  secure  the  very  best  talent  and  skill,  if  you  expect  to  see 
your  schools  greatly  improved. 

DAN'L  S.  C.  M.  POTTER, 
HENRY  C.  FAY, 
AUGUSTUS  LANE, 


School 
Committee. 


REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  TREASURER 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

AND 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

For  the  year  ending  March  1,  1867 • 


TAUNTON: 

C.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  J  UNION  BLOCK, 
1867. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Treasurer  and  Auditing 
Committee  of  the  town  of  Norton  respectfully  submit  the  following 
Report,  giving  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  said  town  from 
'   March  1st,  1866,  to  March  1st,  1867. 

EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS, 

District  No.  1. 


Paid  Sarah  Hodges,  12  weeks  Summer,  $84  00 

"    Isabell  Thwing,  7  weeks  winter,  49  00 

"    Richard  Rich,    6     *<        «  60  00 

"    For  Wood,  17  75 


$210  75 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  Ellen  R.  Grover,  9  weeks  summer,  $56  25 

"       "     "       "    15     «     winter,  108  75 

"    For  wood,  20  37 


$185  37 

District  No.  3, 

Paid  Alice  C.  Lane,  10  weeks  summer,  $57  54 

"    Emily  A.  Tucker,  10  "       "  33  57 

"    W.  H.  Angell  weeks  winter,  140  00 

"    For  wood,  22  43 

"     "  repairs,  9  29 


$262  $3 
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District  No.,  4. 

Paid  Mary  E.  Allen,  14  weeks  summer, 

"  Lidoia  E.  Briggs,  17  "  winter, 

"  John  Arnold's  note  and  interest, 

"  For  repairs, 

"  "  wood, 


District  No.  5. 

Paid  Mary  A.  Lincoln,  8  4-5  weeks  summer, 

"  Abby  E.  Messinger,  15     "  winter, 

"  For  insurance  and  repairs, 

"  "  wood, 


District  No.  6. 

Paid  Martha  L.  Hay  ward,  14  weeks  summer, 
"    Maria  Tolman,  13  weeks  winter, 
"    For  wood  and  building  fires, 


District  No.  7. 

Paid  Alvira  Lincoln,  13  weeks  summer, 
"       "  "11  3-5  weeks  winter, 

"    For  wood, 


District  No.  8. 

Paid  Mary  E.  Walker,  14  weeks  summer, 
"    Hattie  Willis,  12  weeks  winter, 
"    For  wood  and  building  fires, 


$84  00 
119  00 
63  12 
44  99 
29  30 


$340  41 


$44  00 
105  00 
11  04 
20  50 


$180  54  ' 


$73  50 
91  00 
17  50 


$182  00 


$78  00 
75  40 
14  00 


$167  40 


$98  00 
84  00 
16  75 


$198  75 
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EXPENSES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  Lloyd  E.  Leonard,  for  services,  $250  00 

"  C.  B.  Staples  and  others,  for  labor,  57  00 

«  For  groceries,  grain  and  clothing,  619  29 

"  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  professional  services,  9  50 

«  C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  meat,  24  85 


$960  64 


EE0EIPTS. 

By  income  from  the  town  faim,  $41  60 

For  going  with  hearse,  28  00 

"  keeping  transient  paupers,  12  50 

 $82  10 

Amount  of  expense  exclusive  of  income  of  farm,  $878  54 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  for  assistance  to  James  White  &  family, 

$40  01 

a 

a 

tt 

"  H.  S.  Briggs  &  " 

56  97 

it 

tt 

a 

«  William  F.  Wetherell  &  family, 

27  66 

it 

it 

t. 

"  Ellen  Tucker,  (due  last  year,) 

15  12 

it 

61 

a 

"  Allen  Hill, 

10  53 

a 

it 

it 

"  Peddy  Hunt, 

14  00 

ti 

tt 

it 

"  Barney  Field, 

20  00 

.< 

a 

u 

"  Hannah  Smith, 

30  50 

a 

a 

it 

"  Mary  Eddy, 

12  99 

a 

a 

medical  aid  to  W.  D.  Washburn's  family, 

7  75 

it 

tt 

support  of  Lucinda  Stone, 

31  20 

a 

the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  for  the  board  of 

Eliphalet  W.  Wilbur, 

128  41 

«( 

for  assistance  to  an  Insane  traveller, 

1  33 

$.396  47 

SUPP0ET  OF  P00E  BELONGING  ELSEWHEEE. 


Paid  for  medical  aid  to  G:  B.  Leonard's  family,  $24  66 

"    "       "       "    "  G.  H.  Leonard's  family,  13  00 

"    "  assistance  to     "    "       "       &  "  10  17 

"    "  medical  aid  to  D.  K.  Leonard's  family,  8  75 

"    "  assistance  to  Josephine  Peck  &    "  13  43 


$70  OJ 
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INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  for  printing  reports  and  notices,  $70  25 

"    "  legal  advice,  11  00 

"  a  reward  for  the  arrest  of  Patrick  O'Brine,  100  00 

"  abatement  of  taxes,  4  12 

"  travelling  expenses  in  pauper  and  state  aid  cases,  21  13 
"  express,  postage,  book  binding,  books  and  stationary, 

keeping  transient  paupers  and  other  small  bills,  20  47 
"  W.  D.  Witherell  for  horse  and  carriage  on  town  business,  22  00 

«  H.  Bates           "     "     «       "        "    "        "  15  00 

"  H.  Hunt            "     "     "       "         "    "         "  7  20 


$271  17 


DEBTS  PAID, 

Amount  of  interest  paid  on  the  town  debt, 
"       "  principal " 


$779  28 
$1850  00 

$2,629  28 


STATE  AID  PAID. 

Paid  from  March  1,  1866  to  March  1,  1867, 


$1076  00 


REIMBURSEMENT  OF  MILITARY  SUBSCRIPTION. 

Paid  sundry  persons  subscriptions  due  last  year,  $223  36 


EEPAIES  OF  E0ADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Paid  in  district  No.  1 
a    u       a     a  2 

a  u  a  a  3 
ii     a  a       a  A. 

a     u         u       a  7 


$131  33 
241  20 
9  58 
1  80 
117  10 

$500  01 


REPAIRS  AT  ALMS  HOUSE. 


Paid  for  repairs  and  farm  stock  and  cutting  wood 
for  market  at  the  town  farm, 


$177  21 
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EXPENSES  OF  TOWN  OFFIOEES. 

Paid  Austin  Messinger,  for  services  as  Town  Clerk 
and  Treasurer, 

*    Austin  Messinger,  for  recording  Births 
marriages  and  deaths, 

"    W.  D.  Witherell,  fbr  services  as  Assessor, 
"     "    "        "        "  Assessing  two  school  distric  taxes, 
"     "    "        "        "  services  as  Selectman 
and  Overseer  of  the  Poor, 

"    Horatio  Bates,  for  services  as  Assessor, 
«        "        «     «       "       "  Selectman 
and  Overseer  of  the  Poor, 

"    Henry  Hunt  for  services  as  Assessor, 
«       "        «     "       "     "  Selectman 
and  Overseer  of  the  Poor, 


Earl  C.  White,  for  collecting  taxes, 

George  H.  Arnold,  for  warning  two  town  meetings, 


$40  00 

20  30 
46  00 
6  00 

75  80 
42  50 

67  30 
35  50 

49  50 

113  35 
5  00 

$501  25 


a  a 
u  u 
u  n 


EE0APITULATI0N. 

Paid  for  the  support  of  schools, 

i     "  alms  house, 
;t     "  poor  out  of  alms  house, 
r,i     "    "  in  other  towns, 
"  incidental  expenses, 
«  State  aid, 
interest  and  money  borrowed, 
military  subscription, 
for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges, 
"     "     at  alms  house, 
"  town  officers, 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
HORATIO  BATES, 
HENRY  HUNT, 
Norton  Feb.  21,  1867. 


tELL, ) 
rES,  [ 
\  ) 


$1,728  05 
960  64 
396  47 
70  01 
271  17 
1,076  00 
2,629  28 
223  36 

500  01 
177  21 

501  25 

$8,533  45 


Selectmen 

of 
Norton, 
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TKEASUKEKS  REPORT. 


Cash  in  the  Treasury,  March  20,  1866,  $33  18 

Received  of  State  Treasurer,  for  burying  state  pauper,  5  00 

"      "     "         "       School  fund,  127  65 

«      «     "         «       State  aid,  1,000  00 

«      "     "         "       Corporation  tax, '  47  17 

«      «  Timothy  Smith,  collector  for  1860,  14  60 

«      "  George  H.  Arnold,  «        "  1861,  2  00 

"      «  Lemuel  C.  Wetherell,  "     «  1864,  103  60 

«  «  Cyril  S.  Sweet,  «  "  1865,  1,882  38 
"      "  Earl  C.  White,          "     «  1866, 

in  full  for  all  taxes  assessed  that  year,  10,343  45 
«      "  Earl  C.  White,  collector  for  1866, 

interest  on  taxes  unpaid  Jan.  1,  1867,  20  52 

«      "  City  of  Taunton,  17  75 

«      "  Town  of  Rehoboth,  13  43 

"    Income  from  Town  farm,  41  60 

"    Borrowed  money,  500  00 

"    Pedlers  license,  6  00 

"    for  town  maps  sold,  80 

"    of  Wm.  H.  Bolen,  highway  deficiency,  1  00 


$14,160  22 

CONTRA, 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  the  Selectmen,  8,533  45 

«    State  tax,  2,820  00 

"    Abatement  of  taxes,  9166 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  Feb.  21,  1867,  2,715  11 


$14,160  22 

AMOUNT  DUE  THE  SEVERAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS, 
MARCH  1,  1867. 

District  No.  1,  $135  17 

«       "  «       repairs,  16  98 

"       "  2,  .  62  05 
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District  No.  3, 

tt        u  « 

"       «  4, 

a         a  u 

"       «  5, 

If  «  « 


repairs, 
repairs, 
repairs, 


"  6, 
"  7, 
"  8, 


70  29 
4  69 
80  58 

16  65 
49  95 

17  75 
73  43 
76  42 

'  105  26 

$709  12 


AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Treasurer, 


IO 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

Town  of  Norton, 

In  account  with  sundry  persons,  March  1,  1867. 
'  Dr. 

To  notes  due  sundry  persons  Jan.  1,  1867,  $10,525  00 

Amount  due  the  school  districts,  709  12 

"       "  sundry  persons,  83  04 


$11,317  16 


Cr. 


By  Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $2,715  11 

amount  in  hands  of  George  H.  Arnold,  collector  1861,  3  12 

"     "     "      "  Cyril  S.  Sweet          "  1865,        343  90 

"  due  from  Town  of  Attleboro,  5  00 

value  of  town  maps  on  hand.  2  40 

"  due  from  City  of  Taunton,  38  83 

«    "      "  the  State,  1,180  77 

Estimated  value  of  wood  cut  from  town  farm,  80  00 

By  amount  to  balance  accounts,  6,948  03 


$11,317  16 


Amount  of  Town  debt  March  1,  1866,  $9,561  94 

"  "  "  «  Feb.  21,  1867,  $6,948  03 
u     "  Notes  the  town  is  paying  six 

per  cent  interest  for,  $10,525  00 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Selectmen  am!  found  them  correctly  kept  and  the  charges  sustained 
by  proper  vouchers. 

ELK  AN  AH  WOOD, )  Auditing 


ENOCH  TEBBETS,  f  Committee. 


REPORTS 


OF  THE 


elBDtmBB  awl  TtmmvBV, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor, 


AND 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

Por  the  year  ending  February  1st,  1868. 


TAUNTON: 

p.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  7  UNION  P^OCK, 
1868. 


SELECTMEN'S  KEPORT. 


The  Selectmen,  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Committee  of  the  Town 
of  Norton,  respectfully  submit  the  following  Report  for  the  year  end- 
ing Feb.  22d,  1868  :  The  Selectmen  being  Assessors  and  Overseers 
of  Poor. 

Valuation  of  Town,  $824,800 
"  Eeal  Estate,  596,750 
"         Personal  Estate,  228,050 

No.  of  Polls,  440 

Appropriations. 

For  State  Tax,  $4,700.00 

44  County  Tax,  971.62 
"   Roads  and  Bridges,  to  be  expended  in  Labor  by 

Highway  Surveyors,  2,000.00 

"   Roads  and  Bridges  to  be  paid  in  money,  500.00 

"   Support  of  Poor  and  Incidental  expenses,  1,500.00 

"       "       "  Schools,  1,600.00 

"  Paying  interest  and  debts,  1,600.00 
"   Clearing  roads  of  snow  and  repairing  damage  done 

by  freshets,  1,500.00 

"    School  District  Tax,  District  No.  8,  200.00 


Total  appropriations,  1867,  $14,571.62 

Rate  of  taxation  for  Highway  Tax,  $2.10  on  $1,000. 

Rate  of  Taxation,  $14.40  on  $1,000. 
Poll  Tax,  $2.00. 

Amount  assessed  money  tax.  State  Tax,  $4  700  00 

"  County  Tax,  '&7L62 

"  Town  Grant,  6,700,00 

"         "  School  District  No.  8,  209.34 

"  Overlay,  385.50 

"  Highway  deficiency,  23.33 


Total  amount  committed  to  the  Collector,  $12  989.79 
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Expenses  for  Schools* 


District  No,  1. 

Paid  Richard  A.  Rich,  3  weeks,  Winter,  1867,  $30.00 

"    Lydia  L.  Ashley,  14    "      Summer,  u  *  91.00 

"    Richard  A.Rich,  10    "      Winter,  1868,  150.00 

*    Alfred  Barker,  for  wood  and  building  fires,  1867,  3.67 

"    Alfred  Barker  for  repairs,  8.90 

"    C.  H.  Smith,    «     "  4.32 

"    C.  H.  Smith,  for  wood  and  building  fires,  32.25 


$320.14 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  Abbie  E.  Messenger,  lOf  weeks  Summer,  $61.25 
44    Nettie  White,  14     "    Winter,  105.00 

"    B.  C.  Wetherell,  for  wood  and  fitting  for  fire,  21.00 


187.25 


District  No.  3. 

Paid  Hattie  Willis,  10  weeks,  Summer,  $70.00 

"    Josiah  Woodward,  Jr.,  for  repairs,  .90 

"       "          "               for  wood  and  cutting  same,  22.81 

"    Elijah  Allen,  14  weeks,  Winter,  166.25 


259.96 

District  No.  4. 

Paid  Lydia  A.  Whiting,  for  12  weeks,  Summer,  $93.00 

"    George  H.  Arnold,  for  wood  and  fitting  same  for  fire,  33.33 

"       "       "       "       "  repairs,  13.95 

"    Sarah  M.  Fay,  for  15  weeks  teaching,  Winter,  116.25 


256.53 


District  No.  5. 

Paid  Hattie  M.  Howland,  9  weeks  Summer,  $49.50 
«    S.  L.  B.  Smith,  for  repairs,  6.00 

55.50 


District  No.  6. 

Paid  Alvira  Lincoln,  13  weeks  teaching,  Summer,  $71.50 
"    E.  C.  White,  for  wood  and  fitting  for  fire,  11.25 


82.75 
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District  No.  7. 

Paid  Josephine  Willis,  teaching  12  weeks  Summer,  76.42 
"  Josephine  C.  Austin,  "  12  "  Winter,  100.00 
4<    J.  C.  Crane,  for  wood  and  fitting  same  for  fire,  10.63 

$187.05 

District  No.  8. 

Paid  Martha  L.  Hay  ward,  teaching  15  weeks,  Summer,  90.00 
«    Sarah  King,  "      12      "      Winter,  102.00 

44    Lloyd  S.  Lincoln,  for  wood  and  fitting  same  for  fire^  23.38 

$215.38 


Expense  of  JPoor  belonging  elsewhere. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  med.  aid  to  G.  B.  Leonard  and  family,  $8.50 

u      44      "         "       "      "      H.  G.  Leonard  and  family,  12.00 

"      "      "         44       44      "      D.  K.  Leonard  and  family,  6.00 


44  Sundry  persons  for  aid  to  Henry  G.  Leonard,  32.00 

44         44          44        D.  K.  Leonard,  15.00 

44  B.  M.  Round,  medical  aid  to  A.  D.  Washburn's  family,  6.50 

y^A,   ^    A/  $80.00 

Paid  Moses  Hunt,  as  Superintendent,  $225.00 

44  Sundry  persons  for  labor,  51.28 

44  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance,  3.00 

44  N.  F.  Martin,  for  grain  and  groceries,  52.47 

44  G.  H.  Sylvester,  for 44  213.72 

44  Sweet  &  Carpenter,  44             44  32.95 

44  J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  clothing,  shoes,  45.08 

44  Pierce  &  Stone,  for  farm  wagon,  80.00 

44  J.  F.  Pierce,  for  part  of  new  harness,  15.00 

44  S.  A.  Stone,  for  blacksmithirig,  7.50 

44  A.  Foster,  for  work  on  wagon,  3.13 

44  E.  C.  White,  for  two  Shoats,  6.00 

44  Enoch  Tebbetts,  for  Heifer,  37.00 

44  Sundry  small  bills  for  repairs,  4.34 


$776.47 


6 


Income  of  Alms  House. 

Received  cash  from  sundry  persons,  $206.11 

Due  from                 «          "  $2.2$ 

Going  with  Hearse,  15.00 

Keeping  transient  Paupers,  15.50 


Income  from  Farm,  $268'89 
Amount  of  expense  exclusive  income  from  Farm,  $507.56 

Paid  for  board  of  E.  W.  Wilber  at  Lunatic  Hospital,  $221.70 
"  for  support  of  James  White,  14.00 
44  Town  of  Wrentham  for  assistance  to  H.  S.  Briggs,  108.51 
44  "  Foxboro',  «*  "  Ruel  B.  Briggs,  9.72 
44  Towns  of  Stoughton  and  N.  Bridgewater,  for  assist- 
ance to  George  White,  30.00 
"    Sundry  persons  for  assistance  to  W.  F.  Wetherell, 

in  the  Spring  of  1867,  34.35 
*«    Town  of  North  Bridgewater,  for  assistance  to  W. 

F.  Wetherell,  1868,  31.00 

"    E.  W.  Stone,  for  keeping  Lucinda  Stone,  31.20 

"    for  assistance  to  Barney  Field,  20.0U 

44     44         "           Peddy  Hunt,  52.00 

4-     "         44          Hannah  Smith,  26.00 

44     "         «          Allen  Hill,  4.50 

M     "         44           Mary  Eddy,  16.76 

44     44         "           Williams  Jones,  6  38 

44    Dr.  B.  M.  Round  for  med.  attendance  on  W.  Jones,  69.00 

$675.21 


Expense  of  Clearing  Snow  from  Roads. 

Highway  Dist.  No.  1,    Paid  sundry  persons  Jan.  1867,  $124.39 

"  «  «  2,  "  u  "  44  "  200.09 
"         "     "  2,       "    repairing  damage  by  freshet, 

Feb.  1867,  66.06 
44         41      44  3,       4'    sundry  persons  clearing  snow, 

Jan.  1867,  67.29 
*4         44     44  3,       44    for  repairing  damage  done  by 

freshet,  1867,  119.00 
44         44      "  4,      _ 44    sundry  persons  clearing  snow, 

1867  179.60 
41         44     44  4,       44    for  repairing  damage  by  freshet, 

1867,  61  94 
u         44     44  5,       "    sundry  persons  clearing  snow, 

1867,  75,31 
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Highway  Dist.  No.  6, 

Paid  sundry  persons  clearing  snow, 

1867, 

95.71 

u                 it           «  ^ 

"   for  repairing  damage  by  freshet 

1857, 

86.58 

"    sundry  persons  clearing  snow 

1867, 

83.64 

"  8, 

"    sundry  persons  clearing  snow, 

1867, 

147.57 

"    repairing  damage  by  freshet, 

1867, 

101.18 

«              a        U  2 

"    sundry  persons  clearing  snow, 

1868, 

79.05 

u              u         tc  O 
ii              it         it  ^ 

"    sundry  persons  clearing  snow, 

1868, 

11.72 

$1,499.13 

Expenses  for  Moads  and  Bridges. 

Paid  Highway  District  No.  1, 

$1.00 

a         u  tt 

2, 

219.28 

«         «  «< 

"  3, 

64.12 

«            t(  « 

•  4, 

6.00 

a         «  « 

-  7, 

9.27 

«             «  M 

"  8, 

87.39 

$387.06 


Expenses  for  Town  Officers. 


Paid  Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter,  School  Committee,  1867,  28.50 

«     "     Henry  C.  Fay,          "             "          "  28.25 

<•  Augustus  Lane,  "  "  "  9.00 
"    Leonard  Hodges,  for  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor,  1868,  46.12 
"  Leonard  Hodges,  for  services  as  Assessor,  1867,  38.00 
"  Augustus  Lane,  for  services  as  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  Poor,  42,00 
"  Augustus  Lane,  for  services  as  Assessor,  42.00 
"  Alfred  Barker,  for  services  as  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  Poor,  37.00 
"  Alfred  Barker,  for  services  as  Assessor,  34.00 
"  Austin  Messinger,  as  Treasurer,  40.00 
•<  Lemuel  C.  Wetherell,  for  collecting  Taxes,  1867.  97.42 
"  G.  H.  Arnold,  warning  two  town  meetings,  5.50 
"    S.  A.  Stone,        "        «     «        "  6.00 


$453,73 
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Incidental  Expenses* 

Paid  C.  A.  Hack  &  Son,  for  printing  reports,  45.60 

"    Dawes,  Wilbar  &  Da  vol,    "      voters  list,  5.00 

"    Ellis  Ames,  for  professional  services,  13.00 

"    for  funeral  expenses,  13.00 

"    E.  C.  &  A.  W.  Cobb,  for  damage  done  to  carriage,  6.50 

"    J.  Goward,                 "       "         "    butcher  wagon  25.00 

"    Leonard  Hodges,  for  horse  and  carriage  on  town  business,  13.62 

"  Alfred  Barker,  «■  "  "  "  "  5.00 
"    Austin  Messinger,  for  recording  births,  marriages  and 

deaths,  and  paying  postage,  13.65 

"    for  stationery,  postage,  express  and  sundry  small  bills,  15.68 

«    State  Sealer,  8.50 

"    for  Liquor  for  Agency,  77.28 


$241.83 

State  Aid  Paid. 

Paid  for  State  Aid  up  to  Jan.  1st,  1868,  478.00 

Debts  Paid. 

Paid  Interest  on  Town  Debts,  633.85 
"    Principal       "       "  1,475.00 


2,108,85 

Reimbursement  Military  Subscription. 

Paid  sundry  persons  due  1865,  16.00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  support  of  Schools,  $1,564.56 

"     support  of  Poor  belonging  in  other  towns,  80.00 

"        "       of  Almshouse,  776.45 

"  "  Poor  out  of  Almshouse,  675.21 
"    clearing  snow  from  roads  and  repairing  damage 

done  by  freshet;,  1,499.13 

"    repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  387.06 

"    Town  Officers,  453.79 

"    Incidental  expenses,  241.83 

«    State  aid,  478.00 

Paid  principal  and  Interest  on  Town  Debt,  2,108.85 

"   military  subscription,  16.00 


8,280.88 

LEONARD  HODGES, )  Selectmen 
AUGUSTUS  LANE,    V  of 
ALFRED  BARKER,   )  Norton. 

Norton,  Feb.  22,  1868. 
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Auditing  Committee's  Report. 

Town  of  Norton,  Feb.  22d,  1868, 

In  account  with  sundry  persons. 

DR. 

To  notes  doe  sundry  persons,  Jan.  1st,  1868. 
Amount  due  the  school  districts, 
sundry  persons. 


CR. 

By  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer. 

amount  in  hands  of  Cyril  S.  Sweet,  collector  1865, 
L.  C.  Witherell,       "  1867, 
due  from  town  of  Attleboro', 

"         Bridge  water, 
city  of  Taunton, 
"       the  State, 
value  of  town  maps  on  hand, 
amount  due  from  wood  sold  from  town  farm, 
estimated  value  of  wood  cut  on  town  farm, 
amount  due  from  Reservoir  Co., 

"     of  liquor  and  cash  in  hands  of  agent, 
to  balance  account. 


Amount  of  town  debt.  March  1st.  1867,  6,948.03 
Feb.  22d,  1868,  5,798.43 
"     notes  the  town  is  paying  six  per  cent 

interest  for,  Feb.  22d,  1868,  9,050.00 
Amount  town  paying  interest  for,  March  1st, 

1867,  10.525.00 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Selectmen  and  found  them  correctly  kept  and  the  charges  sustained 
by  proper  vouchers 

ELKANAH  WOOD, 
CHARLES  H.  SMITH, 
EARL  W.  STONE, 


9,050.00 
1,129.68 
67.04 


10,246.72 


3,238.52 
43.90 
144.17 
5.00 
6.50 
73.50 
770.77 
2.40 
39.75 
40.00 
6.50 
77.28 
5,798.43 


10,246.72 


Auditing 
Committee. 
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Treasurer's  Report, 

Cash  in  the  Treasury,  Feb.  21st,  1867,  2,715.1  1 

Received  for  a  Pedler's  license,  6.00 

"      of  State  Treasurer  for  state  aid,  9  >0.0<> 

"            "           "        corporation  tax,  90.04 

"            "           "        school  fund,  171.68 

of  city  of  Taunton,  38.83 

"      for  use  of  town  hall,  1.00 

"      Benjamin  E.  Lincoln,  1.00 

income  from  town  farm,  195.50 

Cyril  S.  Sweet,  collector  of  taxe*  for  1865,  300.00 

"      Geo.  H.  Arnold,          "  1861,  3.12 

L.  C.  Witherell,           "  1867,  11,874.00 


16.296.28 

CONTRA. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons,  by  order  of  the  Selectmen,  8,280.66 

"    State  Tax,  4,700.00 

«    Abatement  of  Taxes  for  1867,  73.98 

"          "        «       "    "   1861,  3.12 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  Feb.  22,  1868,  3,2-38.52 


16,296.28 

Amount  due  the  several  School  Districts,  Feb.  22,  1868. 

District  No.  1,  104.51 

"         "       Repairs,  ^  3.96 

"         «   2,  73.66 

"  3,  87.49 

"         "       Repairs,  3.79 

"  4,  112.01 

"         "        Repairs,  2.60 

"   5,  184.46 

"         "       Repairs,  11.75 

"  6,  177.14 

«         «   7,  60.28 

"         "   8,  105.94 

«         "        Repairs,  202.09 


1,129.68 
AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Treasurer. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  NORTON, 


For  the  year  1867-8, 


Nil  Desperandum. 


TAUNTON: 

C.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  7  UNION  BLOCK, 
1868. 


NOTICE. 

The  regular  session  for  examining  applicants  engaged  for  our  sum- 
mer schools,  will  be  at  i  o'clock  P.  M.  in  the  School  House  of  District 
No.  i,  on  Saturday  before  the  first  Monday  in  May ;  for  the  coming 
winter  schools,  on  the  Saturdays,  at  the  same  place  and  hour,  before  the 
first  Mondays  in  November  and  December,  1868.  Prudential  Commit- 
tees should  notify  the  teachers  engaged,  of  this  arrangement. 


REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  Norton,  for  the 
year  1867-8,  would  respectfully  submit  to  the  people  the 
following  report : — 

And,  as  preliminary  to  the  details  of  our  report,  we 
would  again  refer  to  certain  existing  wants  in  the  schools 
of  our  town. 

First,  there  is  want  of  larger  appropriations  for  their 
support.  It  is  not  possible  for  the  same  amount  of 
money  to  answer  the  prescribed  purposes  as  it  might 
have  done  eight  years  ago.  So  great  has  been  the  ad- 
vance in  the  cost  of  everything,  that  it  betrays  shortsight- 
edness, to  say  the  least,  in  not  making  a  proportional 
advance  in  the  appropriations  of  a  town  for  its  schools. 
Two  thousand  dollars  are  needed  for  our  schools  to-day; 
and  withholding  a  part  of  it  is  contributing  to  a  waste  of 
the  amount  already  appropriated. 

Another  imperative  want  in  our  schools  is  an  increase 
in  the  length  and  number  of  school  terms  during  the  year. 
It  does  not  suffice  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the 
law.  Six  months  of  school  is  not  enough  for  any  Dis- 
trict in  Town.  The  long  vacations,  consequent  upon 
the  present  arrangement,  absorb  so  much  of  the  mental 
discipline  and  personal  habit,  acquired  by  pupils  during 
term-time,  as  to  make  repetitive,  not  progressive,  the 
labors  of  our  Teachers  in  their  schools.  Let  there  be  a 
reform  in  this,  if  you  would  have  your  schools  what  they 
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should  be,  and  responding  to  the  wants  of  the  age. 
Three  terms  of  three  months  each,  with  a  long  vacation 
in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  would  come  nearer  to 
meeting  the  wants  of  our  schools  in  this  respect,  than 
the  present  arrangement. 

There  is  still  another  want  to  which  we  will  briefly 
and  with  due  respect  refer ;  and  that  is  dispensing  with 
the  Prudential  Committee  system,  and  adopting  that 
which,  now,  is  deemed  essential,  in  every  well  regulated 
community,  for  the  substantial  good  and  progress  of  our 
American  Common  School.  We  refer  to  the  system  of 
management  now  prevalent  in  our  large  towns  and  cities, 
where  some  of  our  very  best  schools  are  found.  It  gives 
unity  and  efficiency,  thoroughness  and  progressiveness. 
It  is  economical  and  uniform,  securing  the  best  service, 
and  applying  it  in  the  right  place,  and  at  the  right  time. 
It  is  in  fact  the  only  cheap  method,  and  the  surest  to  win, 
in  the  long  run.  We  hope  the  time  will  come  when  this 
system  will  be  fairly  tested  in  Norton,  and  afford  to  the 
people  all  those  advantages  enjoyed  in  many  parts  of 
New  England. 

DISTRICT  No.  i. 

Prudential  Committee. — Charles  H.  Smith. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Lydia  L.  Ashley,  of  Barrington. 

Miss  Ashley  maintained  a  fair  degree  of  good  order, 
and  attentiveness  to  studies  during  the  term,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  deficiency  therein  during  three  or  four 
weeks  at  the  commencement.  There  was  a  fine  spirit 
evinced  under  her  management,  and  she  labored  indefat- 
igably  to  achieve  the  results  so  much  needed  in  a  school 
like  that  of  No.  i. 
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Perfect  in  attendance, — Thomas  Coyle,  John  Coyle, 
Roscoe  E.  Freeman,  Etta  F.  Leonard,  Anna  F.  Freeman. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Richard  A.  Rich,  of  Truro. 

Order  and  quietness  in  school  hours  during  the  term 
prevailed  under  the  tutorship  of  Mr.  Rich,  and  the  usu- 
al attention  to  study  maintained.  The  term  of  school 
was  brief,  and  not  so  great  advancement  and  thorough- 
ness could  be  expected  in  the  studies  of  the  pupils,  on 
that  account. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Herbert  Knowles. 

DISTRICT  No.  2. 

Prudential  Committee, — Benjamin  C.  Wetherell. 

SUMMER  TERM 

Teacher, — Abbie  E.  Messinger,  of  Norton. 

Miss  Messinger  fully  sustained  her  reputation  as  a 
good  teacher,  alive  to  the  duties  of  her  station.  The 
discipline  of  the  school  was  excellent.  The  classes  were 
prompt  and  orderly  in  going  to  and  from  recitation  and 
appeared  to  understand  well  the  lesson.  We  were  pleased 
with  the  temper  of  the  school  at  each  visit,  and  the  ex- 
amination in  all  branches  showed  diligent  study  and 
satisfactory  attainment. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Carrie  A.  Hodges,  Mary  L. 
Hodges,  Angie  M.  Makepeace,  Lilian  E.  Skinner,  Ida  A. 
Walker,  Lydia  A.  Walker,  Emily  M.  Wetherell,  Ival  H. 
Sweet,  Charles  H.  Walker. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher,— M.  Nettie  White,  of  Norton. 
This  school  was  under  the  care  of  a  teacher  whe  loved 
her  calling.    She  had  a  pleasant  way  of  managing  her 
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pupils.  They  seemed  disposed  to  render  due  reverence 
and  obedience  and  were  remarkably  studious.  The  ex- 
amination called  out  as  usual  a  large  number  of  spectators 
and  friends  who  witnessed  with  pleasure  the  merits  of  the 
school  and  the  commendable  improvement  of  the  scholars. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Chloe  E.  Wetherell,  Hattie  A. 
Wetherell,  Fred  A.  Wetherell. 

DISTRICT  No.  3. 

Prudential  Committee, — Josiah  Woodward  Jr. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher,— -Hattie  M.  Willis,  of  Norton. 

This  school  is  large  and  Miss  Willis  had  a  good  op- 
portunity to  exercise  her  skill  and  her  thorough  mental 
culture.  The  tender  age  as  well  as  large  number  of 
scholars  made  the  discipline  of  the  school  more  difficult 
and  kept  the  teacher  on  the  alert.  However  Miss  W.  in 
her  quiet  yet  efficient  way  preserved  good  order,  and  the 
school  at  each  inspection  gave  assurance  of  progress  and 
profit.  At  the  examination  witnessed  by  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  the  parents  and  friends,  all  were  gratified  with  the 
exercises,  especially  with  the  improvement  in  reading. 
It  is  a  mistake  not  to  retain  such  a  teacher  term  after 
term. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — none. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Elijah  Allen,  of  Mansfield. 

The  school  this  term  was  a  third  larger  than  any  other 
in  town  and  presented  increased  obstacles  to  efficiency 
and  discipline.  The  good  order,  however,  of  the  prece- 
ding term,  with  more  of  demonstration,  was  well  sustain- 
ed.   The  superior  excellence  of  the  teacher  in  particular 
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branches,  gave  prominence  to  these  in  the  training  and 
attainments  of  the  scholars.  Both  teacher  and  pupils  ac- 
quitted themselves  well  in  the  examination  which  was 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  interested  friends.  At- 
tainment in  the  art  of  Penmanship  this  term  deserves 
mention,  and  especially  the  marked  improvement  of  the 
scholars  in  the  disuse  of  profanity. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Cynthia  L.  Woodward,  Baylies 
B.  Goff,  Josiah  E.  Woodward,  William  J.  Champlain. 


Teacher, — Lydia  A.  Whiting,  of  Franklin. 

The  school  under  the  management  of  Miss  Whiting- 
appeared  very  well.  She  seemed  to  be  animated  by  a  de- 
sire for  the  permanent  improvement  of  her  pupils,  and 
labored  faithfully  to  secure  the  same.  Her  personal  bear- 
ing and  moral  influence  in  the  school-room  were  such  as 
are  desirable  in  a  public  teacher.  The  pupils  acquitted 
themselves  as  well  as  could  be  expected  ;  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  school,  in  general,  was  fair  as  that  of  other 
schools  in  town. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Robert  E.  Lane,  Mark  W. 
Lane,  Lewis  E.  Richmond,  Charles  Richmond,  Helen  M. 
Lane,  Ellen  M.  Arnold. 


Teacher, — Sarah  M.  Fay,  of  Westboro. 

The  number  of  pupils  during  this  term  was  much  smal- 
ler than  in  the  summer,  and  a  better  opportunity  was  af- 
forded both  to  pupils  and  teacher  for  the  bestowment  of 
intellectual  labor.    The  school  always  appeared  when  vis-r 


DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Prudential  Committee, — George  H.  Arnold. 


SUMMER  TERM. 


WINTER  TERM. 
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ited  to  be  quiet,  orderly  and  studious.  We  should  judge 
that  fair  progress  was  made  by  the  pupils  in  their  respec- 
tive studies,  and  in  that  mental  discipline  so  important  to 
all.  At  the  examination,  the  pupils  did  tolerably  well  in 
their  respective  studies,  and  signally  well  in  a  few  pieces 
that  were  sung.  The  committee  were  gratified  with  this 
feature,  and  hope  it  will  be  generally  imitated.  Our  teach- 
ers need  to  feel  more  deeply  the  importance  of  singing 
in  our  schools,  and  should  prepare  themselves  for  that 
duty. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Robert  E.  Lane. 

DISTRICT  NO.  5 

Prudential  Committee, — L.  L.  B.  Smith. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Harrietta  M.  Howland,  Fairhaven, 
Though  Miss  Howland  was  without  experience  in  teach- 
ing, when  entering  this  school,  she  soon  evinced  a  natu- 
ral tact  for  the  responsible  duties  of  the  school-room. 
Her  government  was  fair,  her  deportment  becoming,  and 
her  moral  influence  excellent. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Sarah  F.  Tucker,  Freddie  D. 
Smith,  Henry  K.  Smith. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Abbie  E.  Messinger,  of  Norton. 

Miss  Messinger  brought  all  her  experience  to  bear  up- 
on the  instruction  and  government  of  this  school,  and 
met  with  excellent  success  therein.  Energy  and  promp- 
titude were  tolerably  well  manifested  in  pupils  and  teach- 
er. A  good  spirit  prevailed  in  the  school-room,  and 
satisfaction  among  the  people  of  the  district.    The  atten- 
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dance  of  pupils  was  better  than  in  the  other  schools,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  attending. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Frank  L.  B.  Smith,  Henry  K. 
Smith,  Henry  W.  Fobes,  Freddie  D.  Smith,  Charles  S. 
Fobes. 

DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Prudential  Committee;- — Oren  Wilber. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Alvira  Lincoln,  of  Norton. 

Miss  Lincoln  entered  upon  her  school  duties  with 
some  experience  which  has  enhanced  her  ability  as  a  dis- 
ciplinarian and  instructress  of  youth.  The  school  evinc- 
ed its  usual  good  order  and  the  term  passed  on  harmoni- 
ously and  prosperously  to  the  end.  Scholars  were  diligent 
and  earnest,  and  the  teacher  tried  her  best  for  their 
advantage :  the  improvement  manifest  in  the  exercises  of 
examination  was  creditable. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Lucy  A.  Lincoln,  Emma  L. 
Spalding,  Mary  A.  Burt,  Olive  I.  Burt,  Maynard  New- 
comb,  Augustus  L.  Leavitt,  Adna  M.  Lincoln. 

WINTER  TERM 

Teacher, — Alvira  Lincoln,  of  Norton. 

The  characteristics  of  this  term  were  much  like  the 
preceding.  The  school  appeared  well  whenever  visited. 
The  anxiety  of  the  teacher  to  have  each  exercise  pass  off 
well  has  fostered  the  bad  practice  of  suggesting  catch 
words  of  the  answer  so  that  the  tendency  was  to  make 
the  recitation  parrot-like  rather  than  original  and  inde- 
pendent. Both  teacher  and  pupils  should  make  a  topic 
so  familiar  by  earnest  thought  that  its  statement  shall  be 
original,  at  least  not  necessarily  a  memoriter  recitation  of 
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the  language  of  the  text  book.  While  the  examination 
showed  improvement  in  all  branches,  your  committee 
would  mention  with  special  commendation  the  recitation 
in  grammar  for  its  accuracy,  promptness,  and  evident 
familiarity  with  and  reference  to  rules. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Charles  L.  Wilbur,  Homer  B. 
Blandin,  Emmons  H.  Lincoln,  Adna  M.  Lincoln. 

DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Prudential  Committee, — Don  P.  Makepeace. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Josie  L.  Willis,  of  Taunton. 

This  was  Miss  Willis's  first  effort  in  teaching.  She 
commenced  the  school  disposed  to  do  her  best,  but  seem- 
ed conscious  after  a  time  of  little  delight  in  her  vocation. 
Whether  her  own  fault,  or  that  of  the  children  who  had 
anticipated  another  as  their  teacher,  or  from  both  the 
causes,  Miss  W.  did  not  secure  the  affections  of  the  chil- 
dren or  the  co-operation  of  their  parents.  The  order  of 
the  school-room  was  that  of  law  rather  than  love.  The 
school  was  not  as  successful  as  we  could  wish. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Frank  A.  Clapp,  Clara  E. 
Briggs. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Josephine  C.  Austin,  of  Norton. 

This  term  commenced  under  most  favorable  auspices, 
with  a  teacher  well  known  and  esteemed.  Miss  Austin 
is  a  graduate  af  the  State  Normal  school,  whose  discipline 
had  supplemented  her  natural  fitness  for  her  work,  mak- 
ing her  one  of  the  most  refined,  erudite,  and  competent 
of  our  teachers.  With  such  prospects  the  school  invited 
a  larger  attendance  than  usual  and  was  strengthened  by 
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some  quite  advanced  scholars.  The  teachers  enthusiasm 
awakened  an  interest  in  her  pupils  and  inspired  all  the 
recitations.  The  examination  illustrated  at  once  the  orig- 
inality of  the  teacher  and  the  susceptibility  of  the  taught. 
The  expedition  and  correctness  of  the  mental  arithmeti- 
cal calculations  and  the  drawing  of  maps  upon  the  black- 
board was  deserving  of  high  commendation. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Elsie  A.  Woodward,  Ella  E. 
Hill,  Eustus  Bassett,  D.  Frank  Crane,  George  E.  Make- 
peace, Charles  E  Woodward. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 
Prudential  Committee, — Lloyd  S.  Lincoln. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Martha  L.  Hayward,  of  Easton. 

Miss  Hayward  acquitted  herself  pretty  well,  having  bet- 
ter order,  more  thoroughness  of  study  and  recitation,  than 
when  she  taught  there  a  few  terms  ago. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Mattie  L.  Copeland,  Estell  M. 
Hervey,  Maynard  B.  Copeland,  Roger  Hervey,  Arthur  L. 
Hervey,  Addison  O.  Hervey. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Teacher, — Sarah  W.  King,  of  Missouri. 

There  was  a  very  commendable  degree  of  energy,tact, 
and  aptitude  to  teach,  manifested  by  Miss  King  in  the 
school-room  and  when  the  pupils  came  to  understand  her 
methods,  they  made  very  good  improvement  in  their  stud- 
ies. The  government  was  fair,  and  the  spirit  of  the  teacher 
could  be  seen  in  the  deportment,  industry  and  prompti- 
tude of  the  pupils  in  their  daily  labors. 

Perfect  in  attendance, — Arthur  Bolton,  Forest  White, 
Edward  Dean. 
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We  cannot  urge,  in  too  emphatic  terms,  the  necessity  of 
a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  discipline  in  the  hab- 
its of  study  and  deportment  in  our  schools.  Much  de- 
volves upon  parents  as  well  as  teachers  in  regard  to  this. 
More  care  and  discretion  in  selecting  instructors,  in  se- 
curing the  regular  attendance  and  thoughtful  application 
of  pupils  at  school,  will  not  fail  in  good  result.  Indiffer- 
ence too  often  manifests  itself  in  an  entire  neglect  of  visit- 
ing the  schools  in  term  times,  which  scarcely  ever  fails  to 
show  its  effect  upon  the  pupils  in  their  conduct  and  liter- 
ary progress. 

In  closing  our  Report,  we  wish  to  say  that  some  of  the 
school  buildings  need  thorough  repairs  and  certain  fix- 
tures essential  to  a  school-room.  There  should  be  a  good 
clock  and  a  sufficiency  of  black-boards  in  each  school 
house ;  which  is  not  the  case  at  present.  More  pains 
should  be  taken  to  make  the  school-rooms  and  grounds 
attractive  and  home-like  ;  and  then  the  teachers  should  be 
very  careful  in  requiring  all  things  to  be  kept  in  perfect 
order. 


School 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen,  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Committee  of  the  town  of 
Norton,  respectfully  submit  the  following  Report  for  the  year  ending 
February  17th,  1869.  The  Selectmen  being  Assessors  and  Overseers 
of  the  Poor : 

Valuation  of  Town,  813,375 
"  Eeal  Estate,  595,900 

"  Personal  Estate,  217.475 

No.  of  Polls,  434 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

For  State  tax,  1,880.00 

County  tax,  1,002.4? 
Roads  and  Bridges,  to  be  paid  in  money,  500.00 
Highways,  to  be  expended  in  labor  by 

Highway  Surveyors.  2,000.00 

Support  of  poor  and  incidental  expenses,  1,500.00 

Support  of  schools,  1,600.00 

Paying  interest  and  debts,  1,600.00 

To  pay  for  clearing  the  roads  of  snow  1,000.00 

Total,    11,082.46 

ate  of  Taxation,  for  highway  tax  $2.10  on  a  $1,000. 
Rate  of  taxation,  money  tax,  10.40  on  a  1,000, 
Poll  tax,  2.00. 

mount  assessed,  money  tax,  State  tax,  1,880.00 

<  "  "       "   County  tax,  1,002.46 

'  •'  "       "    Town  grant,  6,200.00 

'  "  "       "    Overlay,  244.64 

Total  amount  committed  (o  collector,    9,327.10 
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EXPENSES  FOE  SCHOOLS, 

District  No.  1. 

Paid  Abby  E.  Messinger,  13  weeks,  Summer,  97.50 

Nathaniel  Freeman,  for  repairs.  2.06 

"            "       for  wood  17.00 

L.  S.  Freeman,  .12  weeks,  Winter,  90.00 

James  Galligan,  for  building  fires,  1.80 


District  No.  2. 

Paid  Mary  J.  White,  10  weeks,  Summer,  70.00 

William  Wetherell,  Jr.,  for  wood,  13.50 

L.  F.  Howes,  14  weeks,  Winter,  101.50 

L.  C.  Wetherell,  for  wood,  10.00 


District  No.  3. 

Paid  Martha  L.  Hay  ward,  10  weeks,  Summer,  70.00 

D.  B.  Lincoln,  for  repairs,  2.68 

Ci         "       for  cutting  wood,  3.00 

Josiah  Woodward,  Jr.,  for  wood,  22.99 


District  No.  4. 

Paid  Lydia  A.  Whiting,  14  weeks,  Summer,  115.50 
A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  25.09 


District  No.  5. 

Paid  Abbie  E.  Messinger,  15  weeks,  Winter, 

1868,  120.00 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  for  wood  and  building  fire,  22.95 

Julia  B.  Hodges,  12  weeks,  Summer,  66.00 
Allen  M.  Horton,  for  wood  and  cutting 

the  same,  15.00 

L.  B.  Smith,  for  building  fires,  1.40 

Abbie  E.  Messinger,  12  weeks,  Winter,  99.00 


District  No.  6. 

Paid  Alvira  Lincoln,  14  weeks,  Winter,  98.00 
Owen  Wilbur,  Jr.,  for  wood  and  building  fire,  5.25 

A.  Lincoln,                    Summer,  60.50 

Lester  D.  Blanding,  for  building  fires,  3.50 

George  R.  Leonard,  for  wood,  14.48 
Alvira  Lincoln,  14  weeks,  Winter,  101.50 


208.16 


195.00 


98.67 


140.59 


324.35 


283.23 
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District  No.  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  10  weeks,  Summer,  60.00 
J.  C.  Crane,  for  wood  6.50 
D.  W.  Waterman,  for  sawing  wood  2.25 


District  No.  8. 

Paid  Lydia  A.  Copeland,  13  weeks,  Summer,  78.00 
Wm.  D.  Wetherell,  for  repairs,  143.72 


68.75 


221.72 


EXPENSES  OF  P00E  BELONGING-  ELSEWHEEE. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  aid 

to  H.  G.  Leonard's  family,  4.00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  aid  to 

G.  B.  Leonard's  family,  7.00 
Horatio  Bates,  for  aid  to  Lncinda  Leonard,  93.00 
Eddy  Lincoln,  for  goods  furnished  D.  K. 

Leonard,  3.00 

  107.00 


ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Sweet  &  Carpenter,  for  grain  and 

groceries,  213.49 

Moses  Hunt,  as  Superintendent,  225.00 

G.  H.  Sylvester,  for  groceries,  13.92 

Ruel  Robinson,  for  work  on  Wagon,  15.38 

Thomas  Gooch,  for  labor,  6.00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  clothing,  &c.  39.39 
I).  S.  Cobb,  sawing  lumber,  and  stove  funnel,  6.71 

Ereeman  &  White,  for  two  Heifers,  79.00 

R.  P.  Hodges,  for  two  pigs,  10.00 

C  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  meal,  4.50 

Alfred  Barker,  for  work,  4.50 

John  Brown,  for  work,  4.00 

B.  E.  Sweet,  1.00 

Robert  Dixon,      "  2.70 

Alexander  Eoster,  for  repairs  on  wagon,  3.06 
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INCOME  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Received  cash  from  sundry  persons,  162.34 
Going  with  hearse,  24.00 
Keeping  transient  paupers,  20.00 

Income  from  farm,  206.34 
Amount  of  expenses  exclusive  income  from  farm,  422.31 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE, 

Paid  S.  A.  Draper,  for  goods  for  Wm.  Jones,  6.70 

Sweet  &  Carpenter,  "  u  "  29.50 
Dr.  "Wm.  G.  Allen,  for  medical  aid  to 

Wm.  Jones,  42.00 
Board  of  E.  W.  Wilber,  at  Lunatic  Hospital,  91.95 

Eliza  H.  Perry,  "  "  140.50 
For  Wm.  P.  Magee,  State  Reform  School, 

Westborough,  43.29 
Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on 

Wm.  Jones,  133.00 
Town  of  Wrentham,  for  assistance  to  H. 

S.  Briggs,  22.38 

'  For  assistance  to  Allen  Hill,  5.00 
Town  of  West  Bridgewater,  for  support  of 

James  W.  White,  31.42 

C.  W.  Hodges,  goods  for  Bradford  Briggs,  6.31 
Town  of  Raynham,  goods  for  Marda  Braman  4.35 

Linus  Bassett,  for  keeping  Barney  Field,  25.00 

For  assistance  to  Mary  Eddy,  12.50 

E.  W.  Stone,  for  keeping  Lucinda  Stone,  31.20 

For  assistance  to  Peddy  Hunt,  52.00 

"         "  Hannah  Smith,  26.00 

James  Rogers,  sawing  wood  for  Wm.  Jones,  3.00 


706.10 


EXPENSE  OF  CLEARING  SNOW  FROM  ROAtiS. 

Highway  Distrrict  No.  1,  paid  sundry  persons 

for  clearing  snow  1868,  88.36 
Highway  District  No.  2,  sundry  persons  clearing 

snow,  1868,  147.84 
Highway  District  No,  3,  paid  sundry  persons 

clearing  snow,  1867  and  1868,  91.87 
Highway  District  No.  4,  paid  sundry  persons  for 

clearing  snow  1867  and  1868.  107.47 
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Highway  District  No  5.  paid  sundry  persons  for 

clearing  snow  1868,  41.46 
Highway  District  No.  6,  paid  sundry  persons  for 

clearing  snow  1867  and  1868  114.58 
H'ghway  District  No.  7,  paid  sundry  persons  for 

clearing  snow  1868,  41.46 
Highway  District  No.  8,  paid  sundry  persons  for 

clearing  snow  1868.  110.62 


810.49 


EXPENSES  FOE  EOADS  AND  BRIDGES, 


Paid  Highway  District  No.  1, 
«  «       "  3, 

«         (i       «  4> 

(I  il         a  7 

u  ii       ci  g 


118.31 
6.00 

56.72 
9.87 
9.72 

40.80 


241.42 


EXPENSES  FOE  TOWN  OFFIOEES. 

Paid  Rev.  H.  C.  Fay,  school  Committee  1868,  35.00 
Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter,  school  committee, 

1868,  30.00 

Augustus  Lane,  school  committee  1868,  6.00 

Leonard  Hodges,  services  as  Assessor,  1868,  47.50 

Alfred  Barker,  services  as  Assessor,  1868  47.50 

H.  T.  Lincoln,  warning  two  town  meetings,  5.50 

Earl  C.  White,  collecting  taxes  1868,  69.06 

Anstin  Messinger,  Treasurer,  40.00 
Augustus  Lane,  assessing  school  District 

tax,  for  1867,  3.00 
Alfred  Barker,  services  as  Selectman  and 

overseer  of  the  poor,  37.50 
Leonard  Hodges,  services  as  selectman  and 

overseer  of  poor,  67.50 

  388.56 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  John  S.  Elliot,  for  boarding  Henry  B.  Slack, 
D.  P.  Makepeace,  digging  grave  for 

F.  W.  Wilber, 
C.  A.  Hack  &  Son,  Printing  reports, 
L.  Hodges,  traveling  expenses  on  town 
business, 


13.14 

3.00 
46.00 

5.05 
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Paid  for  stationery,  postage  stamps  and  other 

small  bills,  4.63 

Ellis  Ames,  legal  advice,  5.00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  for  medical  attendance  on 

Mrs.  Nelson,  10.00 
Court  expenses  in  case  of  the  town  against 

Alexander  Hodges  and  others,  28.20 

E.  H.  Bennett  for  legal  advise,  3.00 
Austin  Messinger,  recording  births,  marriages 

and  deaths,  16.35 
Austin  Messinger,  paying  express,  postage 

and  stationery,  3.45 
Leonard  Hodges,  horse  and  carriage  on 

town  business,  20.00 
Alfred  Barker,  horse  and  carriage  on  town 

business,  11.00 


168.82 


STATE  AID  PAID. 

Paid  State  Aid  up  to  Jan  1st,  1869,  508.00 

DEBTS  PAID. 

Paid  Interest  on  Town  Debts,  541.75 

Principal        "       "  1,650.00  2,191.75 

KECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  the  support  of  schools  1,540.67 
For  support  of  poor  belonging  in  other 

towns,  107.00 

For  support  of  poor  at  Almshouse,  628.65 

For  support  of  poor  out  of  Almshouse,  706.10 

Clearing  the  roads  of  snow,  810,49 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  241.42 

Town  Officers,  388.56 

Incidental  expenses,  168.82 
Principal  and  Interest  on  Town 

Debt,  2,191.75 

State  Aid,  508,00 


7,291.46 


LEONARD  HODGES,         )  Selectmen 
ALFRED  BARKER, 
JOHN  W.  WETHERELL, 
Norton,  Feb.  17th,  1869. 


)  Selectme 
)  Norton. 
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TEEASUEEE'S  EEPOET. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  Feb.  22,  1868  3,238,52 
Received  for  a  map  sold,  .60 
of  City  of  Taunton,  148.50 
Income  from  town  Farm,  162.34 
Of  Moses  Hunt,  Liquor  Agent,  35.25 
For  use  of  Town  Hall,  6.50 
Of  State  Treasurer  for  State  Aid,  634.00 
"        "  School  fund,  145.27 
"          "        "  Corporation  Tax,  64.97 
Of  Earl  C.  White,  collector  for  1868,  8,324.64 
"            "    for  interest  col- 
lected on  taxes,  7.83 
Of  L.  C.  Witherell,  collector  for  1867,  144.17 
Of  the  town  of  Bridgwater,  6.50 


CONTRA. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons,  by  order  of  the 

Selectmen  7.291.46 

State  tax,  1,880.00 

Abatement  of  taxes,  82.24 

Cash  in  Treasury  Feb  17th,  1869,  3,665,39 


Amount  due  the  School  Districts.  Feb.  17,  1869. 


No.  1, 

181.36 

"  Repairs, 

1.90 

No.  2, 

91.82 

No.  3, 

252.16 

"  Repairs, 

1.11 

No.  4, 

222.16 

"  Repairs, 

2.60 

No.  5, 

38.27 

"  Repairs, 

11.75 

No.  6, 

58.32 

No.  7, 

157.19 

No.  8, 

246.10 

"  Repairs, 

58.37 

12,919.09 


12,919.09 


1,323.11 


AUSTIN  ME S SINGER, 


Town  Treasurer, 


IO 

AUDITING-  COMMITTEE'S  EEPOKT. 

own  of  Norton,  Feb.  17  1869. 

In  account  with  sundry  persons. 

DR. 

To  notes  due  sundry  persons,  Jan.  1st,  1869,  7,400.00 

Amount  due  the  School  Districts,  1,323.11 


CR. 

By  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  3,665.39 
amount  in  hands  of  Cyril  S.  Sweet,  collector 

for  1865,  43.90 

"       due  from  city  of  Taunton,  17.26 

"         '     "    the  State,  644.77 

value  of  town  maps  on  hand,  1.80 

estimated  value  of  wood  cut  on  town  farm,  30.00 

amouut  due  from  Resevoir  Co.,  24.08 

"     to  balance,  4,295.91 


8,723.11 


8,723.72 


Amount  of  town  debt,  Feb.  22,  1868,  5,798.43 

«  "  "  "  17,  1869,  4,295.91 
Amount  of  notes  the  town  was  paying  six  per 

cent,  interest  for,  Feb.  22,  1868,  9,050.00 
Amount  of  notes  the  town  is  paying  six  per 

cent,  .interest  for  Feb.  17  1869,  7,400.00 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Selectmen  and 

Treasurer  and  found  them  correctly  kept  and  the  charges  sustained 
by  the  proper  vouchers. 


ELK  AN  AH  WOOD,}  Auditing 
EARL  W.  STONE,  f  Committee. 


EEPOETS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  TREASURER, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Auditing  Committee, 
and 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

For  the  year  ending  Feb,  22,  1870. 


TAUNTON: 

PRINTED  BY  C.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  7  UNION  BLOCK, 

1870. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


• 


EXPENSES  FOR  SCHOOLS. 


District  No.  1. 


Paid  A.  E.  Messinger,  10  weeks,  Summer  Term,  80.00 

"      Fall,  90.00 

Lloyd  E.  White,   "       "      Winter,  100,00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  19.94 

James  Galligan,  for  building  fires,  2.50 

For  exchange  of  books,  6.25 

Sweet  &  Carpenter,  for  articles  for  school,  1.59 


District  No.  2. 

Paid  L.  F.  Howes,  10  weeks,  Summer,  70.00 

"         "       "       "     Fall,  75.00 

«       «     Winter,  80.00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  for  wood,  17.50 

For  exchange  of  books,  6.25 

Elmar  Makepeace,  for  building  fires,  5.00 

Sweet  &  Carpenter,  for  articles  for  school,  1.37 


District  No.  3. 

Paid  H.  L.  Clapp,  12  weeks,  Winter,  1868,  180.00 

Mary  E.  Allen,  2    "          "  14.00 

S.  Edson,  3  weeks,  Summer,  25.50 

William  N.  White,  7  weeks,  Summer,  77.00 

Seth  C.  Macomber,  10  "     Fall,  125.00 

"        "   "     Winter,  125.00 

A.  I).  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  23.59 
John  H. Short,  for  wood,  boavd  and  carrying  teacher,  1 1.25 

For  exchange  of  books,  6.25 

Sweet  &  Carpenter,  for  articles  for  school,  3.55 

Everett  W.  Eddy,  for  building  fires,  5.00 


$300.28 


255.12 
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District  No.  4. 

Paid  Mary  E.  Allen,  14  weeks,  Winter,  1868,  112.00 

Mary  E.  Messinger,  10  weeks,  Summer,  75.00 

Lucy  Mansfield,       10    "      Fall,  90.00 

"             10    "      Winter,  90.00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  27.44 

For  exchange  of  books,  6.25 

Sweet  &  Carpenter,  for  articles  for  school,  1.51 

Charles  Crossman,  for  building  fires,  5.00 


District  No.  5. 

Paid  Mary  E.  Allen,  10  weeks,  Summer,  65.00 

Leonora  A.  Leonard,  10  weeks,  Fall,  70.00 

A.  E.  Messinger,  10  weeks,  Winter,  82.50 

B.  M.  Stevens,  for  wood,  17.00 
For  exchange  of  books,  6.25 
Sweet  &  Carpenter,  for  articles  for  school,  1.31 
For  building  fires,  2.50 


District  No.  6. 

Paid  Alvira  Lincoln,  10  weeks,  Summer,  65.00 

Emily  Macomber,  4    "      Fall,  36.00 

Lucy  O.  Eldridge,  6  "        "  36.00 

Alvira  Lincoln,  10      "      Winter,  70.00 

For  exchange  of  books,  6.25 

Earl  C.  White  and  Moses  Lincoln,  for  wood,  12.50 

Hiram  J.  Hunt,  for  boarding  teacher,  6.00 

Eddy  Lincoln,  for  articles  for  school,  70 

Emmons  Lincoln,  for  building  fires,  2.50 


407.20 


244.56 


234.95 


District  No,  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  12  weeks,  Winter,  1868,  96.00 
"  «  2  «  Spring,  16.00 
«  "  "  10  "  Summer,  60.00 
L.  A.  Dean,  10  weeks,  Fall,  72.50 
Mary  F.  Carr,  10  "  Winter,  70.00 
For  exchange  of  books,  6.25 
E.  D.  Keith,  O.  C.  Austin  and  A.  D.  Hunt,  for  wood,  13.50 
Sweet  &  Carpenter,  for  articles  for  school,  64 

 —  334.89 
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District  No.  8. 

Paid  Lydia  A.  Copeland,  16  weeks,  Winter,  1868,  128  00 

A.  H.  Leonard,  for  wood                      "  23.05 

Maynard  Copeland,  for  building  fires,       "  6.32 

Lydia  A.  Copeland,  10  weeks,  Summer,  1869,  70.00 

"     "        «        10     "     Fall          "  75.00 

«     "         «        10     «      Winter,      "  80.00 

Joseph  Copeland,  for  wood,  15.25 

For  exchange  of  books,  6.25 

Maynard  Copeland,  for  building  fires,  2.25 


406.12 


EXPENSES  OF  THE  POOR  BELONGING  ELSEWHERE. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  aid  to 

D.  K.  Leonard's  family,  58.00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  aid  to 

H.  G.  Leonard's  family,  32.00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  aid  to 

A.  D.  Washburn's  family,  69.00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  aid  to 

Lucinda  Leonard,  6.00 

Horatio  Bates,  for  aid  to  Lucinda  Leonard,  34.29 


199.29 


ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Sweet  &  Carpenter,  for  grain  and  groceries,  300.06 

John  R.  Rogerson,  for  clothing,  &c,  55.02 

Moses  Hunt,  as  superintendent,  225.00 

D.  S.  Cobb,  for  stove  pipe,  1.41 

Earl  C.  White,  for  labor,  13.50 

C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  meat,  28.36 


623.35 


INCOME  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Received  cash  from  sundry  persons,  137.00 

Going  with  hearse,  33.00 

Keeping  transient  paupers,  35.00 


205.00 


Amount  of  expenses  exclusive  income  from  farm,  418.35 
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EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Town  of  Stoughton,  for  assistance  to  George 

W.  White,  15.00 

Town  of  N.  Bridge  water,  assist'e  to  G.  W.  White,  20.00 
Town  of  North  Bridge  water,  assistance  to 

William  F.  Wetherell,  35.00 

Board  of  E.  H.  Perry,  at  Lunatic  Hospital,  67.50 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  aid  to  W.  D. 

Washburn's  family,  54.00 

For  assistance  to  Mary  Eddy,  21.48 

"       "         "  Hannah  Smith,  26.50 

"       «         «  Peddy  Hunt,  52.00 

«       "         "  Barney  Field,  25.00 

«       «         "  Lucinda  Stone,  52.00 
W.  D.  Witherell  for  assistance  to  W.  D.  Washburn,  18.96 

Horatio  Bates     "        "             "          "  61.80 
For  William  P.  Ma  gee,  State  Reform  School, 

Westborough,  39.00 
Town  of  Raynham,  for  assistance  to  H.  S.  Briggs,  5.50 

«        Wrentham,           "        "     "       "  7.25 

City  of  Salem,  assistance  to  E.  Tucker,  1.65 

State  Almshouse,  Tewksbury,  E.  M.  Hall,  22.00 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  for  coffins,  38.00 
Expenses  for  removing  E.  M.  Hall  to  the 

Almshouse,  2.82 


EXPENSES  FOR  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  Highway  District  No.  1,   -  11,00 

"   2,  118.60 

"          «        "   3,  55.00 

«          "        «   4,  3.10 

«        "   5,  124.55 

"   6,  196.82 

"   7,  75.41 

8,  6.00 


EXPENSES  FOR  HIGHWAY. 


Paid  R.  P.  Hodges,  surveyor 

District  No.  1, 

313.92 

L.  C.  Wetherell 

a 

"  2, 

267.92 

B.  N.  Woodward  " 

a 

"  3, 

288.32 

John  Wilbur,  " 

u 

"  4, 

194.59 

John  Hardon,  " 

u 

"  5, 

95.48 

Earl  C.  White, 

it 

«  6, 

86.12 

E.  D.  Keith, 

(t 

"  7, 

102.99 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, " 

a 

"  8, 

150.66 

565.46 


590,48 
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REPAIRS  AT  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  sundry  persons  for  repairs  in  No.  1,  23.48 

«  «  «   2,  3.95 

«  «  «  3,  27.39 

*  «  «  4,  20.81 

«  "  "   8,  44.18 

For  blackboards,  9.00 


DEBTS  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 

Paid  Isaac  T.  Braman,  notes  and  interest,  Dist.  No.  2,  302.27 

John  Harvey,         "             "         "        «  53.30 

Bradford  N.  Woodward, "        "         «     "  3,  131.27 

James  Allen,  bill,                                 "  "  17.23 

H.  Clifford  Wilbur,  note  and  interest,        «  4,  38.00 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Expenses  in  case  Town  of  Norton  against 

Alexander  Hodges  and  others,  151.08 

C.  A.  Hack  &  Son,  for  printing  reports,  &c.  47.25 
Committee  chosen  to  settle  with  Wading  River 

Reservoir  Company,  89.55 

Eliza  Bean,  for  furnishing  soldiers,  1.25 

J.  E.  Tucker,  for  his  bill,  3.00 
Ellis  Ames,  for  services  in  case  of  Allen  against 

Sweet,  50.00 
Ellis  Ames,  paying  a  bill  in  case  Wading  River 

Reservoir  Company,  4.55 

Committee  for  appraising  school-houses,  21.00 

Damage  in  case  of  Allen  against  Sweet,  2.00 

Stillman  A.  Wetherell,  for  digging  graves,  14.00 
Leonard  Hodges,  for  stationery,  stamps  and 

other  small  bills,  9.35 

John  H.  Short,  for  express,  2.80 

H  S.  Freeman,  for  moving  hearse  house,  14.00 

Cyril  S.  Sweet,  for  reimbursement,  7.73 
Leonard  Hodges,  for  horse  and  carriage  on  town 

business,  25.00 
Enoch  Tebbetts,  for  horse  and  carriage  on  town 

business,  10.00 


128.81 


542.07 


182.56 


STATE  AID  PAID. 


Paid  State  Aid  up  to  Jan,  1st,  1870, 


480.00 
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DEBTS  PAID. 
Paid  interest  on  Town  Debt,  404.00 
Principal       "       "  2,000.00 


EXPENSES  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid  Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter,  school  committee 

for  1868  and  1869,  50.00 
Augustus  Lane,  school  committee,  1868  and  1869,  12.00 

H.  T.  Lincoln,  for  warning  Town  Meeting,  11.00 

Enoch  Tebbetts,  services  as  Assessor,  55.00 

Leonard  Hodges,     "             "  52.00 

Moses  Lincoln,        «             "  32.00 

Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter,  school  committee,  38.50 

D.  S.  Briggs,                    "          "  31.95 

J.  Herbert  Leonard,           "          "  58.62 

«  «  "  for  blank  certificates,  2.50 
Austin  Messinger,  as  clerk  and  treasurer,  and 

for  paying  sundry  bills  for  the  town,  67.15 

Cyril  S.  Sweet,  for  collecting  taxes  for  1865,  15.67 

Earl  C.  White,  "  "  "  1869,  90.00 
Leonard  Hodges,  for  services  as  selectman 

and  overseer  of  the  poor,  75.00 
Moses  Lincoln,  for  services  as  selectman  and 

overseer  of  poor,  20.00 
Enoch  Tebbetts,  for  services  as  selectman  and 

overseer  of  poor,  35.50 


RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  2,779.26 

For  support  of  poor  belonging  in  other  towns,  199.29 

For  support  of  poor  at  Almshouse,  623.35 

For  support  of  poor  out  of  Almshouse,  565.46 

For  repair  of  roads  and  bridges,  590.48 

For  repair  of  Highways,  1,500.00 
For  repairs  of  school-houses  and  school-house 

property,  128.81 

Incidental  expenses,  452.56 

Debts  of  School  Districts,  542.07 

Town  officers,  646.89 

State  Aid,  480.00 

Principal  and  interest  on  Town  Debt,  2,404.00 


2,404.0 


646.8 


10,912.1 


LEONARD  HODGES, )  Selectmen 
ENOCH  TEBBETS,     [  of 
MOSES  LINCOLN,     )  Norton. 

Norton,  Feb.  22,  1870. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  Feb.  17,  1869,  3,665.39 

Received  of  Wading  River  Reservoir  Co.,  1,350.00 

City  of  Taunton,  62.00 

School  District  No.  6,  43.39 

State  Treasurer  for  State  Aid,  538.52 

"         "         «  Corporation  tax,  80.89 

«         "         "  School  fund,  152.91 
County  Treasurer,  dog  fund,  (for  schools)  1 70.39 

For  cow  sold  from  Town  farm,  30.00 
Leonard  Hodges,  which  he  secured 

of  sundry  persons,  176.95 

For  use  of  Town  Hall,  5.50 

Cyril  S.  Sweet,  collector  for  1865,  33.60 
Earl  C.  White,  «  "  1869,  10,484.88 
Earl  C.  White,  for  interest  collected 

on  taxes,  9.55 


CONTRA. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  the 

Selectmen,  10,912.17 

State  Tax,  2,350.00 

Abatement  of  taxes  for  1869,  32.16 

"        "     "      "  1865,  3.03 

Cash  in  Treasury,  Feb.  22,  1870,  3,506.61 


16,803.97 


16,803.97 


Amount  in  Treasury  unexpended  for  Schools,  851.99 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 


IO 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 
Town  of  Norton,  Feb.  22,  1870. 

DR. 

To  notes  due  sundry  persons,  Jan.  1st,  1870,  5,400.00 
Amount  due  the  Schools,  851.99 


CR. 

By  cash  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  3,506.61 
Amount  in  the  hands  of  Cyril  S.  Sweet, 

collector  for  1865,  10.30 
Amount  in  the  hands  of  Earl  C.  White, 

collector  for  1869,  100.00 
Amount  due  from  Wading  River  Reservoir  Co.  30.08 

"       "     "    State,  538.00 

"       "     "    Town  of  Bridgewater,  69.00 

"       "    value  of  town  maps,  1.80 

«     to  balance,  1,996.20 


6,251.99 


6,251.99 


Amount  of  town  debt,  Feb.  17th,  1869,  '4,295.91 
«  "  »  "  Feb.  22d,  1870,  1,996.20 
"       "  notes  town  paying  interest 

Feb.  22d,  1869,  7,400.00 
ci       "  notes  town  paying  interest 

Feb.  22d,  1870,  5,400.00 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Selectmen  and 
Treasurer  and  found  them  correctly  kept  and  the  charges  sustained  by 
the  proper  vouchers. 

ELKANAH  WOOD, 

ELKANAH  WHEELER,  V  ^aiting 


EARL  C.  WHITE, 


Committee. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  NORTON. 


For  the  year  1869-70. 


TAUNTON : 

C.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  7  UNION  BLOCK, 
187O. 


KEPORT. 


Citizens  of  Norton  : — The  School  Committee  come  before  you 
by  their  Annual  Reports,  and  invite  your  attention  to  the  several 
topics  here  presented. 

GENERAL  REVIEW. 

During  the  last  year,  there  have  been  several  changes  of 
teachers,  and  the  resignation  of  one  member  of  the  Superintend- 
ing Board.  Rev.  D.  S.  C.  M.  Potter  resigned  the  office  of  School 
Committee,  Nov.  26th,  since  which  time  the  duties  have  devolved 
upon  the  remaining  two  members. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
it  was  decided  that  the  amount  of  money  raised  for  the  support 
of  our  schools  could  be  expended  more  satisfactorily,  and  produce 
greater  results,  by  dividing  the  school  year  into  three  terms. 

The  following  statement  exhibits,  in  brief,  the  names  of  the 
teachers  employed  in  our  schools  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period 
during  the  year. 

No.  1. 

Summer,  J  Miss  Abbie  E.  Messinger. 
Fall,  v  Miss  Abbie  E.  Messinger. 
Winter,  )  Mr.  Lloyd  E.  White. 

No.  2. 

Summer,  ) 

Fall,       S  Miss  L.  Florence  Howes. 
Winter,  ) 


No.  3. 

Summer, — Miss  Sybil  Edson. 
Miss  E.  resigned  after  teaching  two  weeks,  and  the  school 
was  closed  by  Mr.  William  N.  White. 

Winter,  j  Mr*  Seth  C'  bomber. 
No.  4. 

Summer, — Miss  Mary  E.  Messinger. 

Winter,  j  Miss  Lucy  °*  Mansfield- 
No.  5. 

Summer,  J  Miss  Mary  E.  Allen. 
Fall,       >  Miss  Lenora  A.  Leonard. 
Winter,   )  Miss  Abbie  E.  Messinger. 

No.  6. 

Summer,  )  Miss  Alvira  Lincoln. 
Fall,       ]  Miss  Lucy  0.  Eldridge. 
Miss  E.  resigned  after  teaching  a  few  weeks,  and  the  school 
was  closed  by  Miss  Emily  Macomber. 

Winter,  Miss  Alvira  Lincoln. 

No.  7. 

Summer,  )  Miss  Adelaide  E.  Austin. 
Fall,       >  Miss  L.  Arvilla  Dean. 
Winter,   )  Miss  Mary  F.  Carr. 

*  •  No.  8. 
Summer,  J 

Fall,       >  Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Copeland. 
Winter,  ) 

Of  these  seventeen  teachers,  five  have  taught  in  town  previous 
to  the  present  year. 

As  a  Committee,  we  are  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  the 
manner  in  which  our  teachers  have  performed  their  work. 

We  feel  that  we  cannot  measure  out  justly  the  praise  or  censure 
to  each  teacher,  and  shall  discard  entirely  any  such  attempt ;  and 
in  the  pursuance  of  such  course,  we  find  ourselves  sustained  by 
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the  highest  authorities  in  the  Commonwealth,  relative  to  the  Pub- 
lic Schools. 

Our  teachers  have  generally  done  all  that  could  be  reasonably 
expected.  There  has,  been  an  unusual  degree  of  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm manifested,  and  the  scholars  have  responded  to  the  zeal 
of  their  teachers.  Yet  we  cannot  say  we  are  satisfied  with  the 
present  condition  of  our  Schools.  There  are  imperfections  and 
evils  still  existing,  the  removal  of  which  should  engage  our  earnest 
attention. 

APPROPRIATION. 

It  is  a  credit  to  the  town,  that  amid  the  struggle  to  throw  off  its 
debt ;  it  has  increased  its  appropriation  for  public  schools.  But 
while  a  few  are  complaining  of  the  increased  appropriation,  let 
lovers  of  true  economy  visit  some  of  our  best  schools,  and  compare 
their  cost  with  the  advantages,  the  culture  and  training  to  which 
our  youth  are  subjected.  We  may  provide  our  children  plainer 
food,  and  cheaper  clothes,  without  detriment  or  moral  injury, 
but  we  cannot  deprive  them  of  a  single  days  schooling,  without 
robbing  them  of  time  we  can  never  return,  of  advantages  of  ines- 
timable value.  Let  us  then  do  what  is  right  in  this  regard,  pay- 
ing our  public  instructors  their  just  reward,  remembering  that 
"  An  industrious  and  virtuous  education  of  children,  is  a  better 
inheritance  for  them,  than  a  great  estate." 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Of  the  eight  school  houses  in  town  we  think  the  location  satis- 
factory. Five  of  these  houses  are  in  quite  good  condition,  or 
would  be  so  with  some  slight  repairs.  Two  (Nos  six  and  seven,) 
would  be  much  improved  by  new  furniture.  The  one  at  the 
centre  is  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  unfit  for  a  school  house 
and  ought  to  be  abandoned.  With  a  small  number  of  scholars  it 
would  be  uncomfortable  and  a  damper  to  any  upward  aspirations, 
but  with  the  number  of  scholars  in  the  vicinity  it  is  simply  an 
outrage  on  the  children  and  youth  to  crowd  them  into  such  a 
place  and  expect  a  good  development  of  body  and  mind. 


It  is  now  a  well  recognized  fact  that  the  breathing  of  foul  viti- 
ated air  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  causes  of  that  state  of  the 
human  system  which  results  in  pulmonary  consumption.  The 
reason  of  this  can  be  seen  at  a  glance  when  we  consider  the  facts 
in  relation  to  the  matter. 

Every  one  knows  that  when  a  man  is  drowned,  strangled  or 
otherwise  prevented  from  inhaling  pure  air  he  grows  black  in  the 
face,  the  veins  become  turgid,  frequently  he  is  convulsed,  insensi- 
bility sets  in,  he  is  asphyxiated,  and  in  a  short  time  he  is  dead. 
Now  it  is  not  necessary  to  absolutely  drown  or  strangle  a  ma*n  in 
order  to  get  a  part  of  these  effects.  A  person  may  be  partially 
asphyxiated  by  breathing  air  which  has  already  been  exhaled 
from  the  lungs.  The  consequence  of  thus  rebreathing  air  is  to 
render  the  blood  "  impure,"  and  consequently  all  the  functions 
whether  of  nutrition  or  otherwise  will  be  imperfectly  performed. 
It  is  the  general  testimony  of  medical  men  that  scrofula  is  oftener 
induced  by  breathing  bad  air  than  by  any  other  cause ;  and  when 
scrofula  localizes  itself  in  the  lungs  there  is  pulmonary  or  tubur- 
cular  consumption. 

The  healthy  nutriative  process  consists  in  changing  albumen 
into  organized  tissue.  Now  tubercles  consist  of  crude  half  or- 
ganized masses  of  albumen,  the  abortive  efforts  of  the  "  vital 
powers"  weakened  and  rendered  inefficient  for  want  of  that  vital 
stimulent  and  only  "  blood  purifier,"  fresh  clear  air,  containing 
its  proper  amount  of  Oxygen.  Not  only  are  these  and  other  ill 
effects  produced  on  the  body  but  the  mind  is  clouded  and  rendered 
inefficient  from  the  causes  above  named.  Headaches,  dulness 
and  stupor  are  among  the  immediate  effects  of  bad  air.  Many 
a  poor  lesson  could  no  doubt  be  traced  to  this  cause.  Not  only 
is  air  rendered  unfit  for  inhalation  by  the  carbonic  acid  gas  which 
is  thrown  off  from  the  lungs,  but  also  a  considerable  amount  of 
animal  matter  of  a  positively  poisonous  character  is  exhaled  from 
the  lungs,  and  also  from  the  skin  in  the  form  of  insensible  per- 
spiration. The  best  authorities  tell  us  that  "  at  the  lowest 
estimate,  four  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute,  or  two  hundred  and 
forty  per  hour,  are  required  as  a  healthy  supply  for  a  single 
person. 
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Now  the  school  room  at  the  centre,  (where  there  is  an  average 
attendance  of  nearly  fifty  scholars,)  is  a  room  twenty-eight 
feet  long,  twenty  three  and  a  half  wide  and  nine  and  a  quarter 
high,  giving  six  thousand  and  eighty  six  cubic  feet  of  air,  enough 
for  the  use  of  fifty  scholars  about  half  an  hour. 

The  result  of  packing  fifty  scholars  in  this  room  will  not  be 
seen  in  full  this  year.  But  the  laws  of  nature  are  inexorable,  and 
although  these  accounts  are  not  adjusted  every  Saturday  night,  yet 
there  is  no  escape  in  the  long  run.  We  are  aware  it  may  be  said 
that  this  school-room  is  partially  ventilated  in  various  irregular 
ways  and  we  are  ready  to  acknowledge  the  fact,  (otherwise  we 
should  not  have  been  willing  to  authorize  a  school  in  such  a  place.) 
But  every  one  knows  that  the  irregular  ventilation  of  cracks  and 
rickety  windows  is  a  source  of  discomfort  and  positive  injury  to  the 
inmates,  while  it  is  very  far  from  being  sufficient  to  give  pure  air 
in  the  room. 

We  believe,  however,  that  there  is  sufficient  good  sense  in  this 
town,  now  that  attention  is  called  to  the  subject,  to  take  the 
matter  in  hand  and  provide  a  good,  plain,  comfortable  school 
house  with  proper  furniture  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  this,  the 
largest  school  in  town. 

STUDIES. 

I  In  selecting  studies  and  text  books,  two  things  should  be  pri- 
marily considered  ;  the  capacity  or  stage  of  mental  development  of 
the  learner,  and  the  utility  to  him,  of  what  he  is  to  learn.  By 
giving  a  scholar  studies  or  lessons  in  advance  of  his  ability,  a 
double  injury  is  inflicted  ;  not  only  does  he  fail  to  learn  what  is 
required,  but  he  acquires  a  distaste  for  study,  which  is  very  hard 
to  eradicate. 

Believing  that  Physiology  is  the  natural  basis  of  true  Pshychol- 
ogy,  the  proceeding  referred  to  above  suggests  a  parable  which 
ought  to  instruct  us.  To  give  an  infant  such  food  as  would  be 
proper  for  a  laboring  man,  is  well  known  not  only  to  be  inefficient 
as  a  means  of  nutrition,  but  also  to  be  a  cause  of  disease. 


i8 

We  think  the  cases  of  mind  and  body  parallel.  The  memory, 
has  a  similar  relation  to  the  mind  which  the  stomach  has  to  the 
body,  and  not  a  few  mental  dyspeptics  are  to  be  found  in  school 
and  elsewhere.  This  wishing  to  push  a  scholar  ahead  in  his 
studies  irrespective  of  his  capacity  or  real  advancement  is  often 
the  result  of  a  silly  vanity  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  or  of  a 
desire  of  the  scholar  to  be  "  in  fashion."  No  real  good  is  ever 
gained  in  this  way,  but  much  harm.  In  regard  to  the  relative 
importance  of  studies,  we  are  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  reading" 
and  spelling  should  head  the  list.  Arithmetic  and  writing  follow 
in  order. 

With  regard  to  grammar  we  wish  to  say  that  children  learn  to 
speak  their  vernacular  correctly  or  otherwise,  by  imitation,  L  e., 
by  hearing  it  well  or  ill  spoken.  But  Grammar  as  the  science  of 
language  is  a  useful  and  important  means  of  culture  when  studied 
by  scholars  whose  mental  development  is  sufficiently  advanced. 
Otherwise  (and  we  have  seen  cases  in  point)  it  is  worse  than 
useless. 

It  is  also  our  opinion  that  the  time  spent  in  our  schools  on 
Algebra  might,  as  a  general  thing,  be  more  profitably  devoted  to 
a  knowledge  of  Human  Physiology  or  Natural  Philosophy.  The 
"  science  of  common  things." 

Not  only  do  we  expect  our  teachers  to  instruct  in  the  usual 
routine  of  studies  but  also  as  far  as  practicable  to  interest  their 
pupils  in  a  knowledge  of  the  things  of  the  world  around  them. 
To  teach  them  to  "  consider  the  lilies  how  they  grow  "  —  and  to 
lift  up  their  eyes  to  the  firmament  above,  but  above  all  to  culti- 
vate a  devout  loving  reverence  to  the  Great  Father  of  all  worlds. 

It  was  well  said  by  Kant,  that  "  the  object  of  education  is  to 
give  a  preponderance  to  the  human  natural  over  the  animal" 
Narrow  views  of  the  ends  of  education  have  done  much  to  defeat 
results  which  the  means  employed  seemed  to  warrant. 

While  we  would  by  no  means  overlook  the  importance  of  the  . 
practically  useful  in  the  studies  pursued  in  our  schools,  yet  we 
ought  never  to  forget  that  the  life  of  man  is  very  broad,  he  is  not 
only  on  the  one  hand  "  spouse  of  the  worm,  and  brother  of  the 
clay,"  but  on  the  other  his  wants  and  capacities  affiliate  with  the 
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infinite.  For  a  being  of  such  capacities  and  relations,  culture, 
whether  extended  or  not,  should  be  as  broad  as  possible.  True 
education  is  always  "  a  story  without  an  end,"  and  there  is  no 
system  of  teaching  quite  so  bad  as  that  which  says  "  this  tells 
the  whole  story,"  the  whole  story  about  anything  having  never 
yet  been  vouchsafed  to  man. 

THE  DISTRICT  SYSTEM  ABOLISHED. 

At  the  last  Session  of  the  Legislature  an  act  was  passed  to 
abolish  the  school  district  system  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

The  trials  and  workings  of  the  new  system  have  not  been  with- 
out some  friction,  yet  we  feel  confident  that  when  all  things 
become  settled,  when  the  system  has  been  longer  and  more 
thoroughly  tried,  none  will  feel  disposed  to  complain  or  regard 
the  old  as  preferable  to  the  new.  We  live  in  an  age  of  progress, 
and  as  the  world  moves  on,  we  must  keep  pace  with  it,  or  be  left 
out  in  the  cold.  The  district  system  was  doubtless  good  in  its 
time,  and  satisfactory  to  our  fathers,  but  in  these  times,  when  the 
standard  of  education  is  raised  higher,  and  "  Advance,  is  the 
motto,  we  must  adopt  new  measures  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
these  changes. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Although  the  attendance  of  children  in  our  schools  (as  shown 
by  the  annexed  table)  compares  very  favorably  with  that  of  for- 
mer years,  we  feel  confident  that  in  many  cases  the  absence  and 
tardiness  is  entirely  unnecessary.  If  parents,  who  are  so  anxious 
to  have  their  children  grow  up  to  manhood  and  womanhood, 
bearing  the  impress  of  a  thorough  and  refined  education,  would 
feel  more  sensibly  the  responsibility  of  arranging  their  work  and 
recreation,  that  every  portion  of  their  time  might  produce  its  best 
results,  much  of  this  evil  would  be  removed.  In  the  schoolroom 
every  child  manifests  in  some  degree  the  influences  of  home. 
Those  accustomed  to  punctuality  at  home  reflect  the  same  charac- 
ter in  the  schoolroom.    Let  us  as  Guardians  of  our  youth,  take  a 
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deeper  interest  in  their  regular  and  punctual  attendance  at 
school,  letting  no  trivial  excuse  mar  the  daily  routine  of  "going 
to  school"  and  M  in  season." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  H.  BRIGCxS,  )  School 

J.  HERBERT  LEONARD,   \  Committee. 


STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


t 

Children  between  5 
and  15  years. 

Length  of  school  in 
weeks. 

Whole  number  of 
scholars. 

Scholars  over  15 
years. 

Scholars  under  5 
years. 

Average  attendance. 

Teachers'  wages  per 
month. 

Cost  of  each  scholar 
per  week. 

 o  

1.  Summer 

59 

10 

51 

41.V* 

$32.00 

$.156 

b  ail 

10 

59 

48.4 

36.00 

.152 

Winter 

10 

53 

2 

43.6 

40.00 

.188 

2.  Summer 

31 

10 

29 

1 

24. 

28.00 

.241 

Fall 

10 

31 

1 

26. 

30.00 

.241 

~WF  lnfor 

10 

29 

2 

24. 

32.00 

.275 

3.  Summer 

58 

10 

57 

42.6 

44.00 

.192 

Fall 

10 

57 

6 

1 

52. 

50.00 

.219 

Winter 

10 

58 

8 

51. 

50.00 

.215 

4.  Summer 

42 

10 

40 

30.6 

30.00 

.187 

Fall 

10 

41 

1 

35. 

36.00 

.219 

Winter 

10 

42 

4 

34. 

36.00 

.214 

5.  Summer 

31 

10 

31 

24. 

26.00 

.209 

Fall 

10 

26 

1 

20.3 

28.00 

.269 

Winter 

10 

23 

4 

17.7 

33.00 

.358 

6.  Summer 

26 

10 

20 

1 

14.9 

26.00 

.325 

Fall 

10 

17 

1 

10. 

31.20 

.457 

Winter 

10 

26 

3 

21.9 

28.00 

.269 

7.  Summer 

18 

10 

13 

1 

1 

13.1 

24.00 

.461 

Fall 

10 

16 

3 

13.4 

29.00 

.453 

Winter 

10 

18 

7 

14.7 

28.00 

.388 

8.  Summer 

29 

10 

29 

1 

1 

23.3 

28.00 

.241 

Fall 

10 

19 

2 

14.3 

30.00 

.394 

Winter 

10 

29 

2 

1 

26.8 

32.00 

.277 

294 

*275 

♦Average. 
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NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  NOTED  FOR  PUNCTUALITY. 


Summer. 
Anna  F.  Freeman, 
H.  Herbert  Knowles, 
Sabin  W.  Cobbett. 


School  No.  1. 

Fall. 

Anna  F.  Freeman, 
H.  Herbert  Knowles, 
Etta  F.  Leonard, 
Ella  M.  Sayles, 
Ellen  I.  Freeman, 
Ellen  Galligan, 
Mary  Galligan, 
Koscoe  E.  Freeman, 
George  A.  Freeman, 
Silas  A.  Hood. 


Winter. 
Anna  F.  Freeman, 
H.  Herbert  Knowles, 
J.  Edgar  Skinner. 


Summer. 

Angie  M.  Makepeace. 
Emily  M.  Wetherell, 
Lydia  A.  Walker, 
Carrie  A.  Lane, 
Sarah  I.  Skinner, 
Henry  Walker, 
Homer  Lane, 
Alden  G.  Walker. 


School  No.  2. 

Fall. 

Emily  M.  Wetherell, 
Sarah  Skinner, 
George  Skinner. 


Winter. 
Mary  Pryor, 
Lydia  A.  Walker, 
Lewis  Wetherell, 
Timothy  Pryor. 


Summer. 
Fanny  Williams, 
Ellen  Marley, 
Mary  A.  Marley, 
George  W.  Williams. 


Summer. 
Ellen  M.  Arnold, 
Elomie  Chace, 
M.  Helen  Lane, 
Mary  L.  Hodges, 
Julia  O'Brien, 
Mark  W.  Lane, 
Samuel  Lane, 
Lewis  E.  Richmond, 
Chas.  W.  Richmond, 
John  W.  Richmond. 


School  No.  3. 

Fall. 

David  J.  Williams, 
Rosa  E.  Gaffney, 


School  No.  4. 


Winter. 
Henry  Gaffney, 
Lyman  Williams, 
George  Williams, 
David  J.  Williams, 
Charles  E.  Horton, 
Hugh  Gaffney. 


Winter. 
Samuel  Lane. 
Abbie  Lane, 
Helen  Lane, 
Joanna  O'Brien. 
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Summer. 
Bashie  Tozer, 
Marion  E.  Wilbur, 
Augustus  Leavitt, 


Summer. 
Mary  A.  Burt, 
Olive  I.Burt, 
Margaret  O'Brien, 
Emmons  H.  Lincoln, 
Clarence  Bolton, 


Summer. 
S.  Lizzie  Briggs, 
E.  Addie  Briggs, 
Clara  E.  Briggs, 
Minnie  A.  Crane, 
Carrie  E.  Crane, 
Charles  L.  Briggs, 
Delmar  Macomber. 


Summer. 
Lawrence  Copeland, 
Edwin  R.  Lincoln. 


School  No.  5. 

Fall. 

Marion  E.  Wilbur, 


School  No.  6. 


Winter. 
Clifford  W.  Smith, 
Frank  L.  B.  Smith, 
Freddie  D.  Smith. 


Winter. 
Mary  A.  Burt, 
Olive  I.  Burt, 
Eugene  Burt, 
Homer  Blandin, 
Emmons  H.  Lincoln, 


School  No.  7. 

Fall. 

S.  Lizzie  Briggs, 
E.  Addie  Briggs, 
Clara  E.  Briggs, 
Minnie  A.  Crane, 
Charles  L.  Briggs. 


Winter. 

Carrie  E.  Crane, 
Charles  H.  Makepeace, 
Barna  F.  Woodward. 


School  No.  8. 

Winter. 
Jennie  A.  Davis, 
Alice  F.  Lincoln, 
Etta  Washburn, 
Eliza  S.  Copeland, 
Arthur  W.  Bolton, 
Chauncey  L.  Lincoln, 
Maynard  B.  Copeland, 
Edwin  R.  Lincoln, 
Linwood  L.  Coburn. 
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TEXT  BOOKS  USED  IN  SCHOOLS. 
Feb.  1870. 

Wilson's  Readers. 

Worcester's  Spellers. 

Quackenbos'  Arithmetic. 

Cornell's  Geographies. 

Quackenbos'  U.  S.  History. 

Thomson's  Day's  Algebra. 

Huxley  &  Youman's  Physiology. 

Payson,  Dunton  &  Scribner's  Penmanship. 


REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  TREASURER, 

*QvEF^EER£  OF  THE  pOC%  ^VuDITINQ  £<0JV1M1TTEE. 

AND 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OF    THE  . 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 
For  the  year  ending  Feb.  22?  1.871  • 


TAUNTON : 

REPUBLICAN    STEAM    PRINTING  ROOMS. 
18  7  1. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 

District  No.  1. 

Paid  Charles  T.  Pratt,  10  weeks,  Summer  Term,  100  00 

Lucy  Mansfield,           "       Fall,       "  90  00 

Winter,    "  .  90  00 

Patrick  Cosgrove,  for  building  fires,  5  00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  17  50 


District  No.  2 

Paid  L.  F.  Howes,  10  weeks,  Summer  Term,  70  00 

Matilda  Smith,    "          Fall       »  70  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  for  wood,  20  00 

George  Caldwell,  for  building  fires,  5  00 


165  00 


District  No.  3. 

Paid  W.  N.  White,  15  weeks,  Summer  Term,        187  50 
L.  E.  White,  "      Winter      •<  187  50 

Chas.  E.  Horton,  for  building  fires,  6  00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  28  75 

  405*  7fi 


4 


•  District  No.  4. 

Paid  Lucy  Mansfield,  10  weeks,  Summer  Tenia,  80  00 

Alice  C.  Lane,      8  "       Fall,          "  64  00 

12  "       Winter,      «  108  00 

Chas.  I.  Crossman,  for  building  fires,  6  00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  22  87 


280  87 


District  No.  5. 

Paid  Mary  E.  Blanding,  10  Weeks,  Summer  Term  60  00 
8       "    Fall  "    52  00 

  112  00 


District  No.  6. 

Paid  Alvera  Lincoln,  8  weeks,  Summer  Term,         52  00 
"     10     "     Fall         "  65  00 

Earl  C.  White,  for  wood,  15  00 

Emmons  Lincoln,  for  building  fires,  1  25 

  183  25 


District  No.  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  10  weeks,  Summer  Term,  60  00 

Fall  "     65  00 

"  "  "        Winter       "     75  00 

Greorge  B.  Crane,  for  wood,  8  87 

  208  87 


District  No.  8. 

Paid  Lydia  A.  Copeland,  10  weeks,  Summer  Term,  75  00 

8  Fall  "    60  00 

W.  D.  Wetherell,  for  wood,  15  94 
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EXPENSES  OF  THE  POOR  BELONGING 
ELSEWHERE. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds  for  medical  aid  to  A.  D. 

Washburn's  wife,                             48  00 

Horatio  Bates,  for  goods       "           "           17  67 

"   J.  S.  Washburn's  wife,  14  00 

"          "           "    Oren  Drayton,            44  00 

D.  K.  Leonard  &  family,  119  00 

H.  G.  Leonard  &  family,    10  00 

Horatio  Bates  for  goods  for  D.  K.  Leonard,      21  02 
Enoch  Tebbetts  for  sawing  wood  for 

Mrs.  Williams.                                  1  25 

  274  94 


ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Carpenter  &  Wetherell,  for  grain 


and  groceries, 

309 

92 

Moses  Lincoln,  for  boards  and  shingles, 

47 

89 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds  for  attendance  on 

Catherine  Davis, 

7 

00 

Moses  Hunt,  as  Superintendent, 

225 

00 

George  White  and  Chas.  H.  Smith, 

for  labor, 

57 

00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  clothing  &c, 

71 

64 

Daniel  S.  Cobb,  for  sawing  lumber, 

4 

89 

C.  D.  &  O.  A.  Lane,  meat, 

47 

22 

Enoch  Tebbetts.  for  labor, 

4 

50 

775  06 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF 
ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  aid  to 

Mr.  Sullivan,  4  50 

Town  of  Swansey,  for  assistance  to  Mary 

A.  Tucker,  and  Patience  Tucker,  62  00 

Town  of  Norfolk,  for  assistance  H.  S.  Briggs,    7  00 
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Wetherell  &  Field  for  groceries  for 

Borden  Hunt,  9  84 
Reform  School,  Westborough,  for  keeping 

W.  P.  Magee,  16  43 
City  of  New  Bedford,  for  keeping 

G.  H.  Tucker,  8  28 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  aid  for 

Lucinda  Stone,  5  00 
Earl  W.  Stone,  for  board  and  care  of 

Lucinda  Stone,  20  00 
City  of  Taunton,  for  assistance  to  Mrs. 

Henry  Smith,  23  74 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  W.  D.  Washburn's  child,  22  00 

Barney  Field,  67  00 
Stilman  A.  Wetherell  for  digging  grave  for 

Lucinda  Stone,  3  50 

Harriet  Hunt  for  taking  care  of  Peddy  Hunt,  7  00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds  for  medical'  attendance  on 

Mardy  Braiman,  6  00 

"    Mrs  J.  F.  Brown,  12  00 

Horatio  Bates  for  goods  for  Hannah  Smith,  37  00 

Mrs.  John  F.  Brown,  17  92 

Joel  Drake  for  goods  for  J.  W.  White,  5  00 
Town  of  Foxborough,  for  H.  S.  Briggs,  ") 

"              "             Claria  Sweatland,  }  76  21 

North  Bridgewater,  for  G.  W.  White,  13  00 

W.  F.  Wetherell,  55  50 

Linus  Bassett,       Barney  Field,  100  00 

Town  of  Raynham  for  aid  to  H.  S.  Briggs,  3  50 
"          "       medical  attendance  on 

Mardy  Braiman,  60  00 
Dr.  E.  J.  Bassett,       '«       Mardy  Braiman,  15  75 

Dr.  M.  R.  Randall,     -       Mary  Eddy,  15  00 

  673  17 


EXPENSES  FOR  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Paid  R.  P.  Hodges,  for  repairs, 

8 

50 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln,  for  repairs, 

36 

68 

N  Moses  Lincoln, 

32 

70 

Lemuel  O.  Wetherell,  for  bridge  plank, 

9 

89 

W.  D.  Wetherell, 

35 

94 

Copper  Works  Company, 

2 

00 

W.  W.  Smith  for  gravel, 

5 

00 

Austin  Messinger,  for  repairing  bridge, 

7 

06 

7 


Sumner  W.  Lincoln,  gravel, 

5 

90 

Ebenezer  linknam, 

K 
O 

Theodore  Carver, 

4 

00 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheaton,  for  plank, 

18 

28 

C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane,  for  bridge  plank, 

20 

01 

Enoch  Tebbetts, 

1 

no 

192  03 


FOR  CLEARING  THE  ROADS  OF  SNOW. 


Isaac  B.  Codding, 

19 

17 

William  W.  Smith, 

37 

91 

Earl  0.  White, 

35 

19 

Stilman  A.  Wetherell, 

46 

58 

Ebenezer  Tinkham, 

24 

82 

Lewis  L.  Austin, 

22 

40 

Elbridge  D.  Keith, 

11 

09 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

46 

91 

a  «« 

1 

81 

246  88 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  William  E.  Forbes,  Committee  tor  appraising 

School  Houses, 
George  W.  Storer,  for  tolling  bell, 
C.  A.  Hack  &  Son,  for  Printing, 
Enoch  Tebbetts,  for  express,  stationery,  and 

postage  stamps, 
Enoch  Tebbetts,  horse  and  carriage  on  Town 

business, 
Moses  Lincoln,  " 
A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  Pails  and  Chalk, 
P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  for  Coffins, 
Ezra  Davol,  for  printing  blank, 
Leonard  Hodges  for  expenses  to  Westboro, 

for  stationery,  postage,  &c, 
Leonard  Hodges,  for  horse  and  carriage  on 

Town  business, 


8 

00 

6 

00 

36 

00 

3 

50 

15 

00 

10 

00 

1 

37 

31 

00 

2 

50 

8 

42 

10 

00 

126  79 


8 

STATE  AID  PAID. 

Paid  State  aid  up  to  January  1st  1871,  408  00^ 


DEBTS  PAID. 

Paid  Interest  on  Town  Debt,  264  78  . 

Principal,  44  2,750  00 

 3,014  78 


INCOME  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Received  cash  from  sundry  persons,  124  12 

Going  with  hearse,  30  00 

Keeping  transient  paupers,  50  00 


204  10 

Amount  of  expenses  exclusive  income  from  farm,  570  96 


TOWN  OFFICEBS. 

Paid  Leonard  Hodges,  for  services  as  Assessor,  40  00  ' 

Enoch  Tebbetts          «           "  40  00 

Moses  Lincoln,            44          44  22  00 

H.  T.  Lincoln,  for  warning  Town  Meetings,  10  00 
Austin  Messenger,  services  as  Town  Clerk 

and  Treasurer,  40  00 
4  4          4  4       for  recording  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  16  50 
4  4           4  4    paying  express,  postage,  &c,  4  75 
Enoch  Tebbetts  for  services  as  selectman, 

and  overseer  of  the  poor,  35  00 

Moses  Lincoln,           44          «  25  00 

Leonard  Hodges,       44           44  40  00 

Albert  A.  Woodward,  for  collecting  taxes,  75  51 

  348  76 
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FOE  REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  shingles,  $85  00 

Carpenter  &  Wetherell,  for  Nails,  8  00 

Joseph  G.  NSwcomb,          tf  25  00 

George  White  &  Chas.  H.  Smith,  labor,  73  50 

Earl  C.  White,  for  repairs  on  wood  house,  4  00 

Leonard  Hodges,  for  repairs,  12  24 

Moses  Lincoln,          "  3  42 

Enoch  Tebbctts,          "  399  88 

C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane,    "  87 

W.  D.  Wetherell.        "  1  00 


612  91 


RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  For  support  of  Schools,  1,763  18 
For  suppoit  of  poor  belonging  in  other 

towns,  274  94 

For  support  of  poor  at  Almshouse,  775  06 

out  of       "  673  17 

For  clearing  the  roads  of  snow.  245  88 

For  repair  of  roads  and  bridges,  192  03 

For  repair  of  school  houses,  612  91 

Incidental  Expenses,  126  79 

Town  officers,  348  76 

State  Aid,  4»8  00 

Principal  and  Intsrcst  on  Town  Debt,  3,014  78 


$8,435  50 


LEONARD  HODGES,  *)  Selectmen 
ENOCH  TKI'.BETTS,    I  of 
MOSES  LINCOLN.     )  Norton. 

Norton,  Feb.  22d.  1871. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  Feb.  22,  1870,  3,506  61 

Received  of  Wading  River  Reservoir  Company,  43  65 

For  map  sold,  60 

of  Earl  C.  White,  collector  for  1869,  100  00 

of  Lemuel  C.  Withercll,    "     1867,  8  00 
2 
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Rec'd  of  Oren  E.  Walker,  for  school  dist.  No.  2,    21  67 


of  Moses  Hunt,  income  from  town  farm, 

(in 

uu 

oi  otatc  i  rcasuier,  otate  Aid, 

A  no 

00 

'*          "       Corporation  lax, 

oo 

Q7 
0/ 

"          **       oiaic  ocnooi  runa. 

1  o4 

A  1 

41 

i^yni  I?.  owcet,  collector  ior  looo, 

10 

oO 

\_/l>UUiy   J  I caoUJ CI ,  ■L"-'J5  luliU, 

71 

of  City  of  Taunton, 

173 

OU 

Income  fiom  Town  Hall, 

2 

00 

for  old  plank  sold, 

2 

00 

of  Town  of  Bridfewater, 

14 

00 

of  Albert  A.  AVocdward  col.  fcr  1870, 

8,519 

96 

"                "    interest  on  taxes, 

8 

43 

13,405  21 


Contra. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  the 

Selectmen,  8,435  50 

State  Tax,  2,350  GO 

Discount  on  taxes,  707  91 

Abatement  of  taxes  for  1870.  44  97 

Cash  in  Treasury  1  eb.  22,  1871.  1,866  83 


$13,405  21 


AUSTIN  MESSING  ER, 

lown  Treasurer. 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  EEPOET. 

Town  of  Norton  in  acct..  with  sundry  persons,  Feb.  22d,  1871. 

Dfi. 

To  Notes  due  sundry  persons,  2,650  on 

Amount  due  Town  of  Swanscv,  54  00 

the  schools,  1,467  93 


$4,171  n 


Cll 

By  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $1,866  83 
Amount  in  the  hands  of  Albert  A. 

Woodward,  collector  for  1870,  360  59 

amount  due  from  the  State,  408  00 

•<          "    town  of  Lridgewater,  134  67 

Balance  account,  1,401  84 


$4,171  93 


Amount  of  Town  debt  Feb.  22d,  1870,  1,996  20 

1871,  1,401  84 

Amount  of  Notes  the  Town  is  paying  interest 

Feb.  22d.  1871.  2,650  00 

We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Selectmen  and 
Treasurer,  and  found  them  correctly  kept  and  charges  sustained  by 
proper  vouchers. 


AUGUSTUS  LANE,  }    A  ,v. 
ELK  ANA  H  WOOD,  C 
ES,  ) 


i  Committee. 


I 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


REPORT 

0*  Till 

SUPERINTENDING  COMMITTEE. 


The  close  of  another  school  year  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  Superintending  Committee  to  report 
their  observations  and  doings  in  relation  to  our 
schools. 

The  schools  of  this  town  for  the  most  part  have 
been  quite  successful  during  the  year.  At  the  an- 
nual town  meeting  last  March,  there  were  added  to 
the  old  board  seven  more,  making  in  all  nine,  so 
that  there  was  at  least  one  in  each  district. 


14 


The  following  are  the  names  of  the  whole  board: 
D.  H.  Briggs,  J.  H.  Leonard,  J.  R.  Rogerson, 
Bowen  Wetherell,  James  Allen,  E.  C.  White,  Geo. 
B.  Crane,  Augustus  Lane,  B.  E.  Sweet.  Subse- 
quently three  of  these  resigned.  The  board  of 
School  Committee  organized  by  making  choice  of 
Dr.  Briggs,  Chairman  and  Secretary,  B.  E.  Sweet, 
Visiting  Committee,  and  Dr.  Briggs,  Augustus 
Lane,  and  B.  E.  Sweet,  Examining  Committee. 

The  last  year's  teachers  have  nearly  all  been  re- 
tained in  our  schools. 

There  is  enough  money  now  raised  to  support 
each  school  thirty  weeks  during  the  year. 

All  the  schools  but  one  have  had  three  terms  of 
about  ten  weeks  each.  School  No.  3  has  had  two 
terms  of  fifteen  weeks  each. 

We  now  proceed  to  give  a  more  detailed  report 
of  the  different  schools. 

School  No.  1. 

Summer  Term — Teacher,  Charles  T.  Pratt. 

The  order  of  this  school  was  excellent,  showing 
that  the  teacner  has  ability  to  govern  well.  Some 
of  the  recitations  were  not  so  thorough  as  we  some- 
times hear. 

The  black-boards  have  not  been  used  during  the 
term,  they  being  so  smooth  that  chalk  will  not  mark 
well  on  them. 

On  the  whole,  the  school  was  quite  satisfactory. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Emma  L.  Tebbetts,  Annie 
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F.  Freeman,  Dewitt  B.  Hodges,  Genevive  A. 
Briggs. 

Fall  Term — Teacher,  Lucy  Mansfield. 

Miss  Mansfield  has  very  good  tact  and  ability  for 
teaching,  winning  the  love  and  respect  of  her  schol- 
ars by  her  pleasant  ways.  The  examination  showed 
that  good  progress  had  been  made  during  the  term. 
The  order  was  very  good. 

.Perfect  in  attendance — Florence  E.  Briggs.  Mary 
L.  Hodges,  Herbert  Knowles. 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Lucy  Mansfield. 

The  school  house  of  No.  1  was  considerably  re- 
paired before  this  term  commenced.  Having  new 
desks  and  chairs  of  the  latest  improvement,  and  the 
room  somewhat  enlarged,  the  school  indeed  had  a 
very  pleasant  room.  The  teacher  managed  very 
much  as  in  the  fall  term.  Most  of  the  recitations, 
at  the  closing  examination,  passed  off  creditably  to 
teacher  and  scholars.  A  goodly  number  of  visitors 
were  present  to  witness  the  closing  exercises. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Herbert  Knowles. 

School  No.  2. 

Summer  Term — Teacher,  L.  Florence  Howes. 

This  teacher  is  very  accurate  in  her  method  of 
teaching,  and  knows  how  to  govern  well.  She  is 
a  superior  mathematical  scholar,  teaching  arithmetic 
with  success.  In  spelling  and  grammar  the  school 
showed  good  progress. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Lilian  E.  Skinner,  Emmie 
Wetherell,  Lydia  A.  Walker,  Henry  Walker. 
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Fall  Term — Teacher,  Matilda  Smith. 

Miss  Smith  is  a  tyro  in  teaching,  this  being  her 
first  term.  She  has  a  very  mild  winning  way,  gain- 
ing the  love  and  good  will  of  her  pupils.  Her 
labors  here  have  been  successful.  Order  very  good. 
The  recitations  at  the  final  examination  were  credit- 
able to  teacher  and  scholars,  showing  that  an  in- 
terest had  been  felt  from  day  to  day  in  their  lessons. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Emmie  Wetherell,  Lotie 
E.  Wetherell,  George  Skinner. 

"Winter  Term,  Teacher,  Matilda  Smith. 

This  is  the  same  teacher,  who  had  the  care  of  the 
fall  term.  She  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  her  school,  feeling  that  the  teacher's  vocation  is 
one  of  no  small  importance.  Thoroughness  and 
accuracy  for  the  most  part  marked  the  examination 
exercises.  The  order  of  the  school  was  quite  satis- 
factory. A  large  number  of  visitors  were  present  at 
the  final  examination. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Charlie  Walker. 

School  No.  3. 

Summer  Term — Teacher,  William  N".  White. 

This  was  the  only  male  teacher  of  the  Summer 
Term  in  town.  Mr.  White  has  good  ability  for 
governing  a  School.  The  scholars  have  passed  over 
but  little  ground,  but  yet  seem  to  be  quite  thorough 
in  what  they  have  been  over.  There  are  more  small 
scholars  here  than  in  any  other  school  in  town. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — David  Williams,  Hugh 
Gafihey,  Cynthia  Woodward. 
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Winter  Term — Teacher,  Lloyd  E.  White. 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  difficult  school  for  a 
teacher  to  manage  of  any  in  town,  there  being  so 
many  small  scholars.  Mr.  White  has  been  faithful 
in  the  discharge  of  his  arduous  duties,  laboring  with 
zeal  to  benefit  his  pupils.  The  progress  has  been 
satisfactory  to  your  committee. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — None. 

School  No.  4. 

Summer  Term — Teacher,  Lucy  Mansfield. 

This  teacher  has  a  very  mild  and  pleasant  way  in 
the  management  of  her  School.  She  appeals  to 
their  better  feelings,  winning  the  love  and  esteem  of 
her  pupils.  The  final  examination  showed  good 
progress  made  in  the  different  branches. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Dwight  Lane,  George 
Chapman,  Arthur  Chace,  Walter  Thatcher,  Ellen 
Arnold,  Elonia  Chase,  Fannie  Richmond. 

Fall  Term — Teacher,  Alice  C.  Lane. 

Miss  Lane  is  a  teacher  of  large  experience,  hav- 
ing taught  in  town  a  series  of  terms,  and  also  con- 
siderably in  the  City  of  Taunton.  She  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  her  school,  feeling  that  the 
teacher's  work  is  of  no  small  importance.  The  pro- 
gress made  was  very  satisfactory. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Elonia  Chase,  Alice  Sweet, 
Fannie  Richmond,  Mark  Lane,  Harriet  Fletcher, 
Elmer  Codding,  Arthur  Chace,  John  Richmond, 
Charles  Richmond. 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Alice  C.  Lane. 
3 
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No.  4  is  a  large  and  important  school,  having 
more  advanced  scholars  than  any  other  in  town: 
The  pupils  proved  themselves  to  be  thorough  and 
accurate  in  their  examination.  This  school  excels 
in  mathematics,  there  being  some  scholars,  who  can 
do  almost  any  problem  put  to  them. 

A  few  of  the  scholars  have  studied  algebra  this 
term,  a  very  interesting  and  noble  branch  of  mathe- 
matics. Singing  has  been  practiced  here  very  suc- 
cessfully. The  penmanship  showed  that  much 
pains  had  been  taken  in  that  useful  branch.  Gram- 
mar and  spelling  have  not  been  neglected.  The 
teacher  deserves  much  credit  for  her  efficient  ser- 
vices in  No.  4. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Robert  Lane,  Dwight 
Lane,  Mark  Lane,  Elmer  Lane,  Samuel  Lane,  Helen 
Lane,  Charles  Grossman,  Julia  O'Brien. 

School  No.  5. 

Summer  Term — Teacher,  Mary  E.  Blandin. 

This  was  Miss  Blandin's  first  school.  She  is  of  a 
very  amiable  and  pleasant  disposition,  and  labored 
faithfully  to  benefit  her  pupils.  The  progress  made 
was  quite  good. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Mary  A.  Burt,  Olive  I. 
Burt,  Mary  E.  Hirth,  Wilamine  Hirth,  Bashie 
Torer,  Marion  E.  Wilber,  Augustus  L.  Leavitt, 
George  F.  Leavitt,  Henry  K.  Smith,  Clifford  Smith, 
Eddie  E.  Torer. 

Fall  Term — Teacher,  Mary  E.  Blandin. 
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The  same  teacher  was  re-engaged  for  this  term. 
She  labored  with  the  same  faithfulness  as  before, 
but  some  of  the  scholars  did  not  appreciate  the  ad- 
vantages they  were  enjoying,  and  did  not  do  as  well 
as  they  ought  to  have  done.  Some  of  them  misused 
the  school  house. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Oliver  S.  Burt,  Charles 
S.  Forbes,  Willie  C.  Forbes,  Augustus  L.  Leavitt, 
Henry  K.  Smith,  W.  Clifford  Smith. 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Emma  A.  Perry. 

This  school  is  reduced  very  much  in  numbers  from 
what  it  was  some  years  ago,  fifteen  this  term  being 
about  the  whole  number.  Miss  Perry  has  good 
ability  for  governing  a  school,  so  that  the  order  is 
quite  satisfactory.  She  was  too  apt  to  suggest  the 
answers  to  her  pupils,  a  very  bad  practice  for  any 
teacher.  Scholars  should  be  taught  to  think  for 
themselves. 

School  No.  6. 

Summer  Term — Teacher,  Alvira  Lincoln. 

This  is  a  faithful  and  conscientious  teacher,  who 
has  labored  successfully  for  a  series  of  terms  in  this 
6chool.    Good  progress  was  made  during  the  term. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Stella  M.  White,  Julia 
R.  White,  Mary  L.  Wilbur,  Chloe  L.  Wilbur,  Em- 
mons H.  Lincoln. 

Fall  Term — Teacher,  Alvira  Lincoln. 

The  same  teacher  was  continued  this  term  and 
with  favorable  results. 
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Perfect  in  Attendance — Julia  R.  White,  Mary  L. 
Wilbur,  Maggie  O'Brien,  Annie  L.  Smith,  Em- 
mons  H.  Lincoln,  Eddy  L.  O'Brien. 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Alvira  Lincoln. 

Miss  Lincoln  again  had  the  charge  of  £To.  6. 
This  term  has  been  somewhat  interrupted  by  sick- 
ness of  some  of  the  scholars,  so  that  the  number  at- 
tending has  been  much  reduced  the  latter  part  of 
the  term.  The  scholars,  however,  when  present, 
have  learned  their  lessons  well. 

School  No.  7. 

Summer  Term — Teacher,  Adelaide  E.  Austin. 

This  School  is  very  much  reduced  in  numbers 
from  what  it  was  some  years  ago.  At  my  first  visit 
this  term,  there  were  but  six  scholars  present.  It 
being  very  stormy  your  committee  was  not  out  at 
the  closing  examination,  but  the  progress  we  think 
was  fair. 

Perfect  in  Attendance — Minnie  A.  Crane,  Frank 
A.  Clapp,  C.  Walter  Clapp. 

Fall  Term — Teacher,  Adelaide  E.  Austin. 

The  same  teacher  again  had  the  care  of  thi9 
school.  The  final  examination  appeared  well,  being 
creditable  to  teacher  and  scholars. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Clara  E.  Briggs. 

Winter  term — Teacher,  Adelaide  E.  Austin. 

This  School  being  so  small  the  pupils  do  not  take 
that  interest  in  their  lessons  which  is  so  desirable. 
The  teacher  labored  with  a  good  deal  of  patience 
and  perseverance  for  the  benefits  of  her  school,  yet 
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they  did  not  fully  appreciate  her  efforts.    They  did 
not  love  and  respect  her  as  they  should. 
Perfect  in  attendance — None. 

School  No.  8. 

Summer  Term — Teacher,  Lydia  A.  Copeland. 

Mrs.  Copeland  excels  in  teaching  reading,  taking 
a  good  deal  of  pains  with  this  important  branch. 
Here  in  fact  we  find  some  of  our  best  readers  in 
town.  Due  attention  is  also  paid  to  the  other 
branches.  The  scholars  appeared  to  be  interested, 
striving  to  learn  their  lessons  well. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Alice.  F.  Lincoln,  Jennie 
Adams,  Etta  Washburn,  Maynard  B.  Copeland, 
Lawrence  Copeland,  Linnie  L.  Coburn,  Eddie  R. 
Lincoln,  Freddie  Lincoln. 

Fall  Term — Teacher,  Lydia  A.  Copeland. 

This  term  was  similar  to  the  preceeding. 

Perfect  in  attendance — Alice  F.  Lincoln,  Matie 
L.  Copeland,  Ruth  Brettun,  Eliza  S.  Copeland, 
Maynard  B.  Copeland,  Linnie  L.  Coburn,  Willie 
Brettun,  Lawrence  Copeland,  Herman  Austin. 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Lydia  A.  Copeland. 

This  School  has  rather  too  many  different  classes, 
so  that  the  teacher  is  too  apt  to  hurry  up  the  recita- 
tions, not  giving  a  sufficient  time  for  the  pupils  to 
come  out  and  return  to  their  seats.  Mrs.  Copeland 
teaches  with  very  good  success,  however,  giving 
general  satisfaction. 
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STATISTICS  OF  SCHOOLS. 
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Having  thus  given  a  detailed  account  of  the  sev- 
eral schools,  we  now  proceed  in  the  conclusion  of 
our  report  to  make  a  few  suggestions. 

DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF 
PARENTS. 

It  is  the  duty  of  parents  to  give  their  children  an 
opportunity  to  secure  a  good,  pratical  education. 
They  should  co-operate  with  the  teacher,  doing  all 
in  their  power  to  aid  her  in  her  responsive  and  ar- 
duous work.  Parents  should  be  very  careful  about 
saying  anything  against  the  teacher,  in  the  hearing 
of  their  children,  for  children  are  very  apt  to  think 
and  act,  just  as  their  parents  do.     They  should  en- 
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deavor  to  send  their  children  to  school  punctually. 
Much  of  the  school  time  is  actually  lost  on  account 
of  this  non-punctuality.  Parents  can  remedy  this 
evil  to  a  great  extent.  They  can  aid  the  teacher  by 
frequent  visits  to  the  School,  thus  giving  her  your 
sympathy,  encouragement  and  support.  Children 
like  to  have  parents  and  others  visit  them  in  their 
School,  causing  them  to  feel  that  you  are  taking  an 
interest  in  their  welfare. 

TEACHER'S  DUTIES. 
The  teacher's  first  business  is  to  govern,  and  her 
second  to  teach  and  see  that  her  pupils  study  and 
learn.  The  teacher  cannot  do  for  her  pupils  what 
they  must  do  for  themselves.  She  is  to  plan,  lay 
out  and  superintend  the  work  and  they  are  to  do  it. 
Some  of  our  teachers  have  been  too  apt  to  suggest 
the  answers  to  their  pupils.  This  is  a  wrong  prac- 
tice, for  the  teacher  cannot  always  be  with  her 
scholars.  They  should  be  taught  to  think  and  act 
for  themselves.  Scholars  should  be  required  to 
learn  their  lessons  well  each  day,  for  if  they  are  al- 
lowed to  escape  one  day  with  a  poor  lesson,  they 
think  they  can  do  so  the  next  and  so  on  through 
the  term.  Teachers  should  visit  each  others' 
schools,  and  it  is  well  to  take  as  many  scholars  with 
them  as  convenient.  Some  new  ideas  will  probably 
be  gained  by  so  doing,  thus  benefiting  both  teacher 
and  scholars.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  has 
been  so  little  singing  in  our  schools  during  the  year. 
The  music  of  youthful  voices  is  always  pleasant, 
always  cheering. 
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PERMANENCY  OF  TEACHERS. 
It  is  a  wise  policy  to  retain  the  services  of  ap- 
proved teachers  as  long  as  practicable,  or  as  long  as 
they  give  satisfaction  in  the  school  where  they  teach. 
It  takes  several  weeks  for  a  new  teacher  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  school,  finding  out  just  what 
each  pupil  can  do,  while  she  who  has  taught  the 
previous  term  knows  just  where  to  begin  with  each 
of  her  scholars. 

MORAL  TRAINING. 
Your  committee  feel  that  the  moral  training  of 
our  children  and  youth  should  receive  increased  at- 
tention in  our  schools.  They  greatly  need  this 
training  to  prepare  them  for  the  responsibilities  of 
future  life.  Require  of  them  obedience,  diligence 
and  truth.  These  are  three  great  essentials  in  the 
formation  of  youthful  character.  Seed  of  this  kind 
sown  by  faithful  teachers,  will  cause  our  youth  to 
become  useful  citizens,  whose  excellence  of  charac- 
ter will  shed  a  hallowed  influence  over  society.  Let 
the  importance  of  the  moral  training  of  the  young 
be  duly  pondered  by  all  who  seek  the  prosperity  of 
our  public  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJ.  E.  SWEET, 

Visiting  Committee. 


REPORTS 
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OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR,  AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 


 AND  


School  Committee, 


- — OF  THE  


TOWJV  OF  JYORTOJV, 

For  the  Year  Ending  March  13,  1872. 


TAUNTON: 

REPUBLICAN  STEAM  PRINTING  ROOMS, 

1  872. 


APHiOPRlATlONri. 


For  Highways,  in  labor,  $1500  (30 

Roads  and  Bridges,  in  money,  500  00 

Support  of  Poor  and  Incidentals,  1500  00 

Schools,  2000  00 

Taying  Debts  and  Interest,  1500  00 

Repairs  of  School  Houses,  500  00 

State  lax,  2350  00 

County  «  1079  60 


$10,929  60 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


*    EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 


District  No.  1. 


Paid  Lucy  Mansfield,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  $90  00 

Fall         «  90  00 

Winter     44  100  00 

T.  Stertman,  building  fires,  5  00 

R.  P.  Hodges  for  wood,  23  50 


District  No.  2. 


Paid  Matilda  Smith,  10  weeks,  Winter  term,  1870,  70  00 

Spring  term,  1871,  75  00 
Fall       "       "     75  Oa 
Winter    44       44     80  00 
Oren  E.  Walker  for  wood,  18  92 


District  No.  3. 

Paid  Mrs.  L.  P>.  French,  10  weeks,  Summer  terra*  80  00 

Hattie  Willis,           "          Fall        «  100  00 

Lloyd  E.  White,        44          Winter    "  125  00 

George  W.  Austin,  building  fires,  Fall  terra,  5  00 
Everett  W.  Eddy,        •«         44    Winter  term,  5  00 

A.  D.  and  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  SI  37 


$308  50 


318  92 


346  m 


4 


District  No.  4. 


Paid  Alice  C.  Lane,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  90  00 

Fall       "  90  00 

Winter  "  100  00 

Mark  W.  Lane,  building  fires,  5  00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  30  50 


District  No.  5. 


Paid  Alice  E.  Terry,  12  weeks,  Winter  term,  1870,  96  00 

Marie  Flint,  10  weeks,  Summer,  1871,  70  00 

E.  M.  Jenney,  10  weeks,  Fall,     "  75  00 

Winter  "  80  00 

Charles  S.  Fobes,  building  fires,  5  00 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,  for  wood,  1870-71,  39  25 
Freddie  D.  Smith,  building  fires,  Winter,  1870,  4  80 


District  No.  6. 

4 

Paid  Elvira  Lincoln,  12  weeks,  Winter  term,  1870,  84  00 
A.  J.  Woodward,  10  weeks,  Summer,  1871,      65  00 

Fall,       *«  70  00 

Lydia  A.  Copeland.  "  Winter,   "  80  00 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln,  building  fires,  Fall,  1871,  2  00 

Winter,  "    5  00 

Daniel  O'Brien,  "  »        *    1870,  3  00 

Earl  C.  White,  for  wood,  15  75 


315  50 


370  05 


324  75 


District  No.  7. 


Paid  Elvira  Lincoln,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  80  00 

Fall,  80  00 

Winter,  80  00 

Everett  Padelford,  building  fires,  5  00 

Elbridge  D.  Keith,  for  Wood,  21  25 
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District  No.  8. 

Paid  Lydia  A.  Copeland,  12  weeks,  Winter  1870,  96  00 
10       "    Summer,  1871,  75  00 
10       "    Fall,        "       75  00 
Julia  B.  Hodges,      10       "    Winter,   »       85  00 
J.  H.  Lincoln,  building  fires,        "        "        5  00 
Lawrence  Copeland,  "     "  "       1870,    3  10 

J.  H.  Lincoln,  for  wood,  19  41 

  358  41 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  BELONGING  ELSEWHERE. 
Paid  Anthony  Conroy  board  and  care  of  Samuel 

Hawthorne,  $25  00 
Dr.  J.  R  Bronson,  medical  attendance  of 

Samuel  Hawthorne,  36  00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds           "  '* 

James  S.  Washburn,  10  00 

Mrs.  Bradish  Williams,  12  u0 

Henry  G.  Leonard's  wife,  35  00 

Oren  Drayton.  10  00 

Alexander  WTashburn's  child,  8  00 

Henry  G.  Leoaard's  child,  15  00 

Alexander  Washburn's  wife,  11  00 

Lyman  Leonard  and  wife,  8  50 
Carpenter  &  Wetherell,  groceries  supplied  G. 

H.  Hatter,  47  65 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane, wood  supplied  G.  H.  Hatter,  8  25 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  clothing  for  H.  G.  Leonard,  11  04 

Carpenter  &  Wetherell,  groceries    "       "  5  00 

  242  44 


ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Ruel  Robinson,  for  iron  work,      *  5  00 

Jas  0.  Messinger,  painting,  and  paint  and  oil,  12  79 
Carpenter  &  Wetherell,  grain  and  groceries,  256  84 
Ruel  Robinson,  for  express  wagon,  135  00 

John  Harvey,  for  mowing  with  machine,  7  12 

Don  P.  Makepeace,  digging  grave,  Peddy  Hunt,  4  00 
P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin  "  "  10  50 
C.  D.  &  0.  A.  Lane,  meat,  51  96 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  clothing,  34  07 

Moses  Hunt,  as  Superintendent,  250  00 

  767  28 


6 


EXPENSES  OF  POOK  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Town  of  Raynham,  medical  attendance  and 

funeral  expenses  of  Mardy  Brahman,  61  15 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  attendance  on 

Mrs.  John  F.  Brown,  16  50  - 

Town  of  Swansea,  support  of  Mary  and  Pa- 
tience Tucker,  85  56 

Thos.  C.  Boy lan,  groceries,  Mrs.  Jane  Brown,  4  81 

Dr.  B.  M.  Bounds,  meJical  attendance  on 

William  D.  Washburn,  10  00 

Town  of  North  Bridgewater,  for  aid  furnished 

family  of  VV.  F.  VTethercU,  28  75 

Reform  School,  Wcstboro,  keeping  W.  T.  Magee,  21  43 

Horatio  Bates,  groceries  for  Jane  Brown,  3  83 

44          44          44          Hannah  Smith,  42  33 

  274  36 


EXPENSES  FOR  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  Frank  D.  Hunt,  for  repairs  on  bridge,  15  75 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  repairs  on  road,  18  00 

Elbridge  D.  Keith,  gravel,  6  25 

James  M.  Sweet,  repairs  on  bridge,  75 

Theodore  Carver,  gravel,  8  25 

Stillman  A.  Wetherell,  repairs  on  bridge,  1  0  00 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  gravel,  8  40 

Royal  P.  Hodges,  repairs  on  road,  352  97 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln,   •«       "  44  87 

J.  H.  Blanding,         "       44  5  50 

Lewis  L.  Austin,       ««       "  10  00 

C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane,   44    bridge,  10  00 

Leonard  Hodges,        "    *   **  2  00 

Enoch  Tebbets,          44       44  7  50 


500  24 


FOR  CLEARING  ROADS  OF  SNOW. 


Paid  Wm.  W.  Smith, 
Earl  C.  White, 


$4  42 
11  05 

  1 5  47 


7 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Paid  Ezra  Davol,  printing  Town  and  SchT  Reports,  34  80 
Augustus  Lane,  chairs  for  No.  4,  1  50 

George  H.  Arnold,  paying  E.  H.  Bennett  for  \ 

papers  to  admit  John  Doran  to  Asylum,      5  00 
Oren  E.  Walker,  brooms,  chalk,  &c,  1  75 

Enoch  Tebbetts,  horse  and  carriage,  4  50 

"  "       express  and  stationary,  3  00 

J.  R.  Rogcrson,  books,  &c,  for  schools,  14  HO 

Carpenter  &  Wetherell,  brooms,  chalk,  &c,  3  91 
Leonard  Hodges,  horse  and  carriage,  10  00 

"  tax  books,  car  fare,  print'g,  &c.  8  81 
Austin  Messenger,  express,  stationary,  &c.  3  45 
Andrew  H.  Sweet,  horse  and  carriage,  10  00 

4k  **         printing,  5  00 

J.  H.  Lincoln,  brooms,  &c.  1  28 

  107  80 


STATE  AID  PAID. 
Paid  State  Aid  up  to  Jan.  i,  1872,  427  50       427  50 


DEBTS  PAID. 


Paid  interest  on  Town  Debt, 
Principal  " 


150  84 
950  00 


HOC  84 


8 

INCOME  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


ftcc'd  Cash  from  sundry  persons,  77  70 

Going  with  hearse,  25  00 

Keeping  transient  paupers,  35  00 


137  70 

Amount  of  expenses  exclusive  income  from  farm,  629  58 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Benj.  E.  Sweet,  serv' 

Enoch  Tebbetts, 

Leonard  Hodges,  " 

Andrew  H.  Sweet,  " 

Enoch  Tebbetts,  " 

H.  F.  Lincoln,  " 
Earl  C.  White, 

Leonard  Hodges,  " 

Audrew  H.  Sweet,  " 

Austin  Messinger,  " 

and  marriages, 
Augustus  Lane,  " 


REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


Paid  Calvin  M.  Hunt,  repairs  school  house  No.  7,  3  50 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,       "          »          "     5,  3  91 

James  Alien,           "          "          "      3,  7  91 

Enoch  Tebbetts,  paint  for  school  houses,  63  29 
B.  S.  Hall  and  J.  H.  Crane,  painting  school 

houses,  55  71 

L.  A.  Cooper,  slating  blackboards,  2  34 

Oren  E.  Walker,  repairs  school  house  No.  2,  1  50 
Dan'l  S.  Cobb,  stove  funnel  school  house  No.  6,  7  00 

Earl  C,  White,  repairs  school  house  No.  6,  1  25 

Poyal  P.  Hodges,  repairs  school  houses,  11  75 


Augustus  Lane,       "  "   Nos.  3  and  4,    8  83 

  166  99 


es  School  Com.,  1870-71,  85  00 
1871-72,  75  00 
Assessor,  32  00 

40  00 
40  00 

Selectman,  30  00 

warning  town  meetings,  10  50 
collecting  taxes,  45  43 

Selectman,  40  00 

40  00 

Town  Clerk  and  Treas.  40  00 
recording  births,  deaths 

11  00 

Sehool  Committee,  9  00 

  497  93 


9 


RECAPITULATION, 


Paid  for  support  of  Schools,  2,603  75 
,!   poor  belong'g  in  other  towns,    242  44 

•«   poor  at  Almshouse,  767  28 

"           "   poor  out  of  Almshouse,  274  36 

Clearing  roads  of  snow,  15  47 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  500  24 

"          school  houses,  166  99 

Incidentals,  107  80 

Town  Officers,  497  93 

State  Aid,  427  50 

Principal  and  interest  on  town  debt,  1,100  84 


6,709  60 


LEONARD  HODGES,  ")  Selectmen  and  Overseers 
ANDREW  H.  SWEET,  J"     of  Poor  oj  Norton. 

Norton,  March  13,  1872. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Cash  in  Treasury  February  22,  1871,  1866  83 

Rec'd  of  State  Treasurer,  corporation  tax,  3  14 

Ebenezer  Tinkham,  Surveyor  No.  1,  9  46 

Town  of  Bridgewater,            «  17  00 

Mansfield,  12  00 

State  Treasurer,  State  aid,  390  00 

*'       Corporation  tax,  101  00 

Bank           »  1063  14 

Wading  River  Reservoir  Co.,  370  17 

State  Treasurer,  State  school  fund,  159  83 

County  Treasurer,  dog  fund,  193  82 

Selectmen,  income  from  town  farm,  77  70 

1  own  of  Rehoboth,  19  00 

Earl  C.  White,  Collector,  1871,  8386  31 
interest  on  taxes,  1871,       6  70 

City  of  Taunton,  84  64 

A.  A.  Woodward,  Collector  for  1870,  300  00 


13,060  74 
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CONTRA. 


Paid  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,         6,709  60 
State  tax,  2,350  00 

Discount  on  taxes,  677  68 

Abatement  of  taxes  for  1871,  49  36 

Cash  in  treasury  March  13,  1871,  3,274  10 

  13,060  74 


AUSTIN  MESSINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 


Norton,  March  13,  1872. 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 


TOWN  OF  NORTON  IN  ACc't  WITH  SUNDRY  PERSONS.      MARCH  13,  1872. 


DR. 


To  Notes  due  Lucinda  Shelly,  $1700  00 

Amount  due  for  schools,  1304  83 


  3004  83 

To  balance  account,  752  86 

$3757  69 


CR. 


By  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  3274  10 

Taxes  in  hands  of  A.  A.  Woodward,  Col- 
lector for  1870,  60  59 
Amount  due  from  State  for  State  aid,                 423  00 

  3757  69 
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Balance  in  favor  of  Town  after  paying  Town  debt,  $752  86 

Amount  of  Notes  Town  was  paying  interest  on,  1871,  $2650  00 

Amount  of  Notes  Town  is  paying  interest  on,  1872,  1700  00 


We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Selectmen  and 
Treasurer,  and  found  them  correctly  kept  and  charges  sustained  by 
proper  vouchers. 


AUGUSTUS  LANE,  )  Auditing 
R.  P.  HODGES,         f  Committee. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT 


REPOET 

OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDING  COMMITTEE 


In  conformity  with  law  and  usage,  we  herewith 
submit  our  annual  report. 

Our  whole  Board  of  Committee,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  school  year,  consisted  of  the  following  per- 
sons, viz.:  D.  H.  Briggs,  Royal  P.  Hodges,  Oren 
Walker,  James  Allen,  Augustus  Lane,  B.  E.  Sweet, 
E.  C.  "White,  and  John  Lincoln.  After  the  close  of 
the  summer  term,  James  Allen  resigned. 

We  organized  by  making  choice  of  D.  H.  Briggs, 
Chairman  and  Secretary;  D.  H.  Briggs,  Augustus 
Lane,  and  B.  E.  Sweet,  Examining  Committee,  and 
B.  E.  Sweet,  Visiting  Committee. 

But  few  changes  have  been  made  in  teachers, 


having  retained  nearly  all  of  those  employed  last 
year.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  teachers 
employed  during  the  year: 


SCHOOL  No.  1. 
Summer,  ^ 

Fall,  >  Lucy  Mansfield. 
Winter,  ) 

SCHOOL  No.  2. 
Summer,  ) 


Fall,        V  Matilda  J.  Smith. 


SCHOOL  No.  3. 

Summer, — Louisa  B.  French. 
Fall,       — Hattie  Willis. 
Winter,  —Lloyd  E.  White. 

SCHOOL  No.  4. 
Summer,  ) 


SCHOOL  No.  5. 


Summer, — Maria  Flint. 
Winter,   £  ®.  M.  Jenney. 
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SCHOOL  No.  6. 


Summer, 
Fall, 


Annie  J.  Woodward. 


Winter,  — Lydia  A.  Copeland. 

SCHOOL  No.  7. 
Summer,  ^ 

Fall,        >  Alvira  Lincoln. 
Winter,  ) 


SCHOOL  No.  8. 


I  do  not  design  to  give  a  detailed  report  of  each 
school,  as  snch  reports  sometimes  give  offense,  but 
to  make  "  such  statements  and  suggestions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  several  public  schools  as  the  Committee 
deem  necessary  or  proper  to  promote  the  interest 
thereof." 


Our  schools  have  each  been  continued  three  terms 
of  ten  weeks  each.  For  the  most  part  an  interest 
has  been  kept  up  during  these  terms.  If  school 
terms  are  contiued  too  long,  scholars  become  weary, 
losing  that  interest  in  study  so  essential  to  intellec- 
tual improvement.    I  am  of  the  opinion  that  greater 


'  v  Lydia  A.  Copeland. 


Winter,  — Julia  A.  Hodges. 


LENGTH  OF  SCHOOLS. 
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progress  is  made  in  proportion  to  the  time  and  cost, 
in  short  terms  of  ten  weeks  each,  than  those  longer 
kept. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

But  little  repairs  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
The  houses  in  Nos.  5  and  7  have  been  painted.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  it  was  voted  that 
R.  P.  Hodges  be  a  committee  to  repaint  the  black- 
boards in  each  district,  with  a  preparation  of  slating. 
He  attended  to  that  duty.  The  boards  were  very 
much  improved,  so  that  figures  could  be  easily  and 
plainly  made  upon  them.  No.  6  ought  to  have 
more  black-board.  There  are  now  only  two  small 
black-boards,  just  large  enough  for  two  scholars  to 
work  at  a  time,  and  the  examples  must  be  short  or 
the  board  would  not  contain  the  figures. 

I  would  suggest  that  another  black-board  be 
placed  in  the  back  part  of  the  room,  like  that  in 
No.  5  or  7. 

The  black-board  is  not  only  very  useful  in  work- 
ing out  mathematical  problems,  but  is  often  conven- 
ient for  teaching  other  branches. 

SCHOOLS, 

Our  schools  have  been  as  successful  as  during 
any  past  year.  The  teachers  have  been  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties,  feeling  that 
the}7  were  engaged  in  a  high  and  noble  work,  that 
of  training  the  youthful  mind  for  usefulness  on  the 
stage  of  life. 
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Teachers  vary  in  ability  of  imparting  knowledge 
in  certain  branches.  Some  excel  in  teaching  read- 
ing, and  make  that  a  prominent  branch.  Others 
are  peculiarly  fitted  for  teaching  arithmetic.  While 
others  have  about  equal  success  in  all  the  branches. 
We  do  not  always  see  that  degree  of  thoroughness 
in  our  schools,  so  desirable. 

There  is  too  much  inclination  to  pass  over  a  sub- 
ject, without  fully  understanding  it.  And  especially 
in  arithmetic  very  little  progress  can  be  made  unless 
the  scholar  learns  each  lesson  well  as  he  goes  along. 

Scholars  should  be  just  as  ready  to  do  the  prob- 
lems out  of  the  book,  under  principles  which  they 
have  been  over,  as  those  contained  in  the  book. 
Teachers  should  frequently  give  their  pupils  practi- 
cal problems  not  contained  in  the  text  book.  This 
causes  them  to  think  and  use  their  reasoning  powers. 

It  is  a  wise  policy  to  continue  the  same  teacher 
for  a  series  of  terms,  in  the  same  school,  provided 
they  be  good  teachers.  They  better  understand 
what  each  pupil  can  and  ought  to  do  the  following 
term,  than  a  new  teacher. 

We  are  in  favor  of  employing  tyros  from  our  own 
town  whenever  vacancies  occur  in  our  schools, 
provided  we  can  obtain  those  who  are  well  qualified, 
and  who  will  probably  be  successful. 

There  are  but  few  who  intend  to  make  teaching  a 
permanent  business  in  our  public  schools.  And  as 
some  leave  to  fill  other  important  stations,  we  must 
necessarily  fill  up  the  vacancies  with  beginners. 

The  first  term  is  a  very  trying  time  for  a  teacher. 
3 
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She  is  placed  in  a  very  responsible  position — that  of 
training  the  young  in  the  paths  of  knowledge.  She 
has  all  kinds  of  minds  to  deal  with.  Some  are  very 
dull,  and  must  be  told  the  same  thing,  over  and  over 
again,  while  others  are  bright  and  eager  to  learn, 
asking  questions  which  olten  puzzle  the  teacher. 

She  is  sometimes  troubled  with  roguish  scholars, 
what  to  do  with  them?  is  a  serious  question  with 
her.  She  often  thinks  upon  her  school,  and  ques- 
tions like  the  following  will  often  press  upon  her 
mind:  Are  my  scholars  making  all  the  progress 
they  ought?  How  can  I  best  interest  my  pupils? 
What  must  I  do  to  make  them  more  thorough  in 
their  lessons? 

A  teacher  to  be  successful  needs  to  win  the  lore 
and  respect  of  her.  pupils.  She  needs  tact  and 
ability  to  keep  them  interested. 

Parents  should  do  all  in  their  power  to  aid  a 
teacher  in  her  important  work.  If  children  are  well 
governed  at  home  they  seldom  cause  the  teacher  any 
trouble  at  school.  Parents  should  frequently  visit 
a  teacher  in  her  school.  Such  visits  encourage  the 
teacher  as  well  as  the  scholars.  Let  every  one 
strive  to  make  our  public  schools  what  they  ought 
to  be,  not  only  places  of  high  intellectual  culture, 
but  also  where  moral  training  is  not  neglected. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJ.  E.  SWEET, 

Visiting  Committee. 
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NAMES    OF    SCHOLAES    PEEFECT    IN  ATTEN- 
DANCE. 


SCHOOL  No.  1. 
Summer.  Fall.  Winter. 

Etta  Leonard.  Annie  F.  Freeman.         Henrietta  Leonard. 

Ellen  Freeman. 
Frederick  Wetherell. 
Herbert  Knowles. 


Summer. 

Mary  Prior. 
Timmie  Prior. 


SCHOOL  No.  2. 

Fall. 
tmmie  Wetherell. 


Winter. 

Everett  Wetherell. 
Lottie  E.  Wetherell. 
Henry  Walker. 


SCHOOL  No.  3. 

Summer.  Fall.  Winter. 

Annie  Wallace.  None.  Annie  S.  Wallace. 


SCHOOL  No.  4. 


Summer. 
Etta  Chapman. 
Hattie  Crossman. 
Helen  Lane. 
Nettie  Fletcher. 
John  Arnold. 
George  Chapman. 
Sammy  Lane. 
Mark  Lane. 
Dwight  Lane. 
George  Eeed. 
Herbert  Peed. 
Charles  Richmond. 
John  Eichmond. 
Frank  Swett 
Freddy  Swett. 


Fall. 

Annie  Lane. 
Addie  Swett. 
Arthur  Chase. 
George  Chapman. 
Mark  Lane. 
Dwight  Lane. 
Walter  Lane. 
Sammy  Lane. 
George  Eichmond. 
Charles  Eichmond. 
John  Eichmond 
Freddy  Swett. 
Elmer  Lane. 
Fanny  Eichmond, 


Winter. 

Etta  Chapman. 
Addie  Swett. 
Sammy  Ashton 
John  Eichmond. 
Frank  Swett. 
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SCHOOL  No.  5. 


Summer. 


Fall. 


Winter. 


Marion  Wilber 
Annie  Smith. 
Lizzie  Smith. 
Willie  Fobes. 
Charles  Fobes. 
Clifford  Smith. 


Bashie  A.  Tozer. 
Annie  Smith. 
Olive  Burt. 
Mary  Burt. 
Oscar  D.  Smith. 
Willie  0.  Fobes. 


Henry  K.  Smith. 
Edward  E.  Tozer. 
Willie  0.  Fobes. 


SCHOOL  No.  6. 


Summer. 


Fall. 


Winter. 


Jennie  L.  Davis. 
Ella  W.  Lincoln. 
Willie  E.  Davis. 
Charlie  M.  Davis. 
Emmons  H.  Lincoln. 
Eddie  O'Brien. 


Elizabeth  S.  Briggs. 
Stella  M.  White. 
Emmons  H.  Lincoln. 


FuHnons  H.  Lincoln. 
Jennie  L.  Davis. 
Jennie  M.  Lothrop. 


SCHOOL  No.  7. 


Summer. 

Clara  E.  Briggs, 
Dora  E.  Padelford, 
Flora  E.  Padelford. 
Frank  A.  Clapp. 
Walter  Clapp. 


Fall. 

Addie  E.  Briggs. 
Clara  E.  Briggs. 
Minnie  A.  Crane 
Carrie  E.  Crane. 
Dora  E.  Padelford, 
Frank  A.  Clapp. 
Charlie  L.  Briggs. 


Winter. 

Addie  E.  Briggs. 
Clara  E.  Briggs. 
Carrie  E.  Crane. 
Dora  F.  Padelford. 
Flora  E.  Padelford. 
Frederic  Lincoln. 
Charlie  L.  Briggs. 
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SCHOOL  No.  8. 


Summer. 

Ruth  Brettun. 
Alice  F.  Lincoln. 
Eliza  S.  Oopeland. 
Etta  Washburn. 
Hattie  M.  Brettun. 
Lawrence  Oopeland. 
Charlie  L.  Bolton. 
Linnie  L.  Coburn, 
Robbie  Brettun. 
Eddie  R.  Lincoln. 
Freddie  H.  Lincoln. 
Willie  Brettun. 
Herman  Austin. 


Fall. 

Hattie  M.  Brettun. 
Linnie  L.  Coburn. 
Robert  Brettun. 
Freddie  H.  Lincoln. 
Willie  Brettun. 


Winter. 

Bertha  Hervey. 
Cora  B.  Leonard. 
Eddie  R.  Lincoln. 
Linnie  L.  Coburn. 
Rodger  Hervey. 
Arthur  Hervey. 
Estella  Hervey. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


tkdmm  nnb  Crtasnrer, 


Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Auditing  Committee* 


School  Committee, 


OF  THE 


Town  of  Norton, 
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TAUNTON,  MASS.: 
3?rinted  at  the  Republican  Steam  Printing  Rooms, 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


For  Highways,  $1500  00 

Schools,  2000  00 

Poor  and  Incidentals,  1500  00 

Kepairs  of  Town  House,  500  00 

"  School    "  300  00 

State  Tax,  1300  00 

County,  762  91 


$7,862  91 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 


NO.  1. 

Paid  Susie  M.  Reed,  9  weeks,  Summer  term,  $81  00 

Julia  B.  Hodges,  12    ««    Fall        "  108  00 

"    "       "     12    »    Winter    "  108  00 

Thomas  Stedman,  building  fires,  5  00 

R.  P.  Hodges,  for  wood,  •  20  38 

•■  ■  $322  38 


NO.  2. 

Paid  Julia  B.  Hodges,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  75  00 

Abbie  B.  Scholes,ll     «     Fall         "  88  00 

John  M.  Field,     12     »      Winter     •«  120  00 

Homer  Lane,  building  fires,  4  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  for  wood,  17  00 

 $304  00 


NO.  3. 

Paid  A.  J.  Woodward,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  SO  00 

«  «       "        11      »     Fall  99  00 

Alice  C.Lane,    12           Winter     "  120  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  for  wood,  33  21 

<k          '«         "  building  fires>  6  00 
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NO.  4. 

Paid  Alice  C.  Lane,     10  weeks,  Summer  term,  $100  00 

"           "        11     "     Fall         "  110  00 

Willard  A.  Esty,  12     «     Winter     »  150  00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  25  50 

Everett  Crossman,  for  building  fires,  6  00 


$391  50 


NO.  5. 

Paid  Nellie  M.  Williams,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  $70  00 
M.  J.  Smith,  11      »     Fall  82  50 

"  "     "  12     "     Winter     "        96  00 

  $248 


NO.  6. 

Paid  M.  J.  Smith,      10  weeks,  Summer  term,  $75  00 

Nellie  Williams,  11    *«    'Fall        "  82  50 

12    «      Winter    "  96  00 

Earl  C.  White,  for  wood,  25  67 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln,  for  building  fires,  8  50 

  $287  67 


NO.  7. 

Paid  Elvira  Lincoln,  10  weeks,  "Summer  term,         $80  00 
"11      «     Fall       .  "  88  00 

"12     »     Winter     »  96  00 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  for  wood,  22  15 

  $286 


NO.  8. 

Paid  Cora  L.  Bassett,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  $80  00 

Cora  L  Bassett,  11    "     Fall  88  00 

«  »       "      12    "     Winter,    >•  108  00 

John  H.  Lincoln,  for  wood,  19  00 

Robert  Britton,  for  building  fires,  12  00 

  $307  00 
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EXPENSES  OF  POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 


Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds  for  medical  attendance,  Geo.  H. 

Hatten,  $89  50 

George  H.  Arnold  for  aid,  Geo.  H  Hatten,  6  00 

Mary  Laplant  for  house  rent,  **  "  44  8  50 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds  for  medical  attendance,  Alexander 

Washburn,  44  00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds  for  medical  attendance,  Henry  G. 

Leonard,  35  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries  furnished  Henry  G.  Leonard,  10  27 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds  for  medical  attendance,  Jas.  Donahue,     9  00 

Michael  Marly,  board  and  care,  James  Donahue,  27  50 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries  furnished  D.  Hathaway,  58  72 
Earl  0.  White  &  J.  S.  Wood  for  wood  furnished  D. 

Hathaway,  9  37 


$297  86 


ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  George  H.  Arnold  for  shingles  and  boards,  $123  50 

Fred  M.  Sweet  for  carpentering,  23  75 

Charles  H.  Smith,  for  carpentering,  28  50 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  44  39 

George  H.  Arnold  for  mowing  with  machine,  6  00 

John  F.  Pierce  for  harness,  40  00 

George  M.  Sweet  for  heifer,  35  00 

C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane  for  meat,  16  65 

Carpenter  &  Wetherell  for  groceries,  &c,  50  42 

,  C.  B.  Wetherell  for  groceries,  &c,  198  89 

Paid  Moses  Hunt  as  Superintendent,  250  00 


$817  10 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  medical  attendance,  Wra.  D.  Wash- 
burn, $33  50 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  medical  attendance,  Dean  K.  Leon- 
ard, 27  50 
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Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  medical  attendance,  Borden  Hunt,  12  00 

<«    »  "       «          «,«           "         L.  Smith,  24  00 

"  "  "  "  vaccination,  sundry  persons,  9  00 
Town  of  Foxboro',  expenses  Wesley  Brown  and  C.  E. 

Briggs.  1871—72,  78  63 

Loren  Willis,  assistance  to  Allen  Hill,  2  50 

A.  H.  Sweet,  car  fare  to  sundry  persons,  3  75 
Town  of  Foxboro',  assistance  to  Wesley  Brown  and  C. 

E.  Briggs,  1872—73,  33  50 

Joel  S.  Drake,  groceries  furnished  James  White,  4  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries  furnished  B.  Hunt,  16  47 

Oren  Wilber,  Jr.,  board  and  wood  furnished  M.  Burt,  18  00 

Augustus  L.  Pratt,  moving  John  Brown's  family,  ^5  00 

George  H.  Arnold,  goods  furnished  John  Brown's  family,  5  13 

Horatio  Bates,  goods  furnished  L.  Smith,  66  73 
Treasurer  State  Reform  School,  Westboro',  board,  Wm. 

Magee,  13  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries  furnished  M.  Burt,  10  36 

J.  Bell,  5  43 


$358  50 


EXPENSES  ROADS  AVD  BRIDGES. 


Paid  as  per  order  Road  Commissioners,  sundry  persons,  $1558  65 

C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane,  clearing  road  of  stone,  1871,  16  00 

Sumner  Lincoln,  clearing  road  of  snow,  1872,  9  86 

B.  E.  Sweet,  clearing  road  of  snow,  1872,  3  62 

Silas  GofF,  repairs  on  bridge,  1  00 

Oliver  Clapp,  for  gravel,  1  50 


$1590  63 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Paid  J.  A.  Tobey  for  painting  and  repairing  hearse,  $37  00 

Ezra  Davol  for  printing  town  reports,  38  90 

George  T.  Thayer  for  damage  on  highway,  10  00 

William  H.  Collins  for  damage  on  highway,  2  50 

C.  A.  Hack  &  Son,  for  printing,  3  50 

Oren  E.  Walker  for  Brooms,  Chalk  &c,  7  50 

George  B.  Crane  for  surveying  and  making  plans,  9  00 
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$108  40 
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STATE  AID. 


Paid  State  aid  to  sundry  persons  up  to  January  1,  1873,       $508  00 


DEBTS  PAID. 

Paid  Lucinda  Shelly,  note  and  interest,  $1782  73 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Paid  Andrew  H.  Sweet  for  services  as  Assessor,  Selectman 

and  Overseer  of  Poor,  $100  00 

Andrew  H.  Sweet  for  paper,  postage,  car  fare,  &c,  8  00 
John  R.  Rogerson  for  services  as  Assessor,  Selectman 

and  Overseer  of  Poor,  100  00 
Greorge  H.  Arnold  for  services  as  Assessor,  Selectman 

and  Overseer  of  Poor,  100  00 

H.  T.  Lincoln,  warning  town  meetings,  12  00 

Earl  C.  White,  collecting  taxes,  41  17 

Austin  Messinger,  services  as  Treasurer,  40  00 


recording  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  25  97 

$427  14 


REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


Paid  Oren  E.  Walker,  stove  for  No.  2,  $19  30 

Charles  Richardson,  paint,  oil,  &c,  38  35 

Augustus  Lane,  repairs,  No.  4.  4  41 

J.  R.  Rogerson.  paint,  oil,  &c,  27  37 

D.  S.  Cobb,  repairs,  No.  1,  10  03 

R.  P.  Hodges,  repairs,  stoves,  &c,  37  21 

A.  A.  Woodward,  repairs,  No.  3,  15  05 
C.  B.  Wetherell,  chalk,  &c,  80 

B.  S.  Hall  &  J.  H.  Crane  for  painting,  74  70 


$227  22 
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REPAIRS  ON  TOWN  HOUSE. 


Paid  Ward  Kichmond  for  labor,  810  50 

J.  S.  Wood,  lumber  and  sand,  12  84 

A.  Caswell,  labor,  19  17 

Isaac  T.  Bramin,  shingles,  50  00 

F.  M.  Sweet  for  labor,  13  25 

A.  S.  Tucker  for  labor,  16  50 

A.  H.  Sweet  for  stove,  pipe,  lamps,  &c.r  43  05 
Charles  H.  Smith  for  labor,  12  00 
J.  R.  Rogerson  for  paint  and  oil,  7  47 
C.  B.  Wetherell  for  Nails,  4  69 

B.  S.  Hail  for  painting,  30  55 
George  H.  Arnold  for  labor,  &c.,  44  00 


$264  02 


INCOME  FROM  TOWN  FARM, 


deceived  from  Farm,  $310  99 

RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  Support  schools,  $2485  41 

"        poor  belonging  in  other  towns,  297  86 

"          "  at  Almshouse,  817  10 

'«          *  out  of  Almshouse,  358  50 

Repairs  on  roads  and  bridges,  1590  63 

Incidental  expenses,  108  40 

State  aid,  508  00 

Debts  paid,  1782  73 

Town  officers,  427  14 

Repairs  on  schoolhouses,  227  22 

"  Town  house,  264  02 


$8867  01 


ANDREW  H.  SWEET,  )  Selectmen 

John  r.  rogerson,  [  of 

GEORGE  H.  ARNOLD, )  Norton. 

ftofctfOtt,  March  15,  1873. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT, 


Cash  in  Treasury  March  13,  1872,  $3,274  10 

Received  for  use  of  town  hall,  2  00 

*■      of  State  Treasurer  for  support  of  State  paupers,  16  00 

»                »      State  aid,  459  00 

"          "      Corporation  tax,  102  33 

-     »         »      School  fund,  161  22 

"       "  County  Treasurer,  dog  fund,  214  47 

"       "  Wading  River  Reservoir  Co.,  10  00 

"  Selectmen,  income  from  town  farm,  85  41 

"  Albert  A.  Woodward,  collector  for  1870,             60  59 

«  Earl  C.  White,  collector  for  1872,  7,472  05 


"    interest  on  taxes,  1872,     13  90 
$11,871  07 


CONTRA. 


Paid  sundry  persons,  by  order  of  Selectmon,  $8,867  00 

"     State  tax,  1,300  00 

"    Bank  tax,  82  31 

'*     Discount  on  taxes,  1872,  595  \\ 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1872,  122  70 

M    1870.  U  55 

Cash  in  Treasury  March  15,  1873,  889  40 


$11,871  07 


AUSTIN  MESSINGrER,  Town  Tbeasubeb. 


2 
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AUDITING  COMMITTEES  REPORT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  account  with  sundry  persons,  March  15,  1873, 

DK. 


To  amount  due  for  schools,  $1195  11 

To  balance  account,  202  29 


Balance  in  favor  of  Town,  $202.29. 


$1,397  40 


OB. 


By  cash  in  the  hand  of  Town  Treasurer,  $889  40 

Amount  due  from  State  for  State  aid,  508  Oil 


$1,397  40 


AUGUSTUS  LANE,  Auditing  Committee. 


« 


SCHOOL  REPORT, 


The  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  Norton,  hi 
closing  their  labors  for  the  school  year  1872-3*, 
submit  the  following  report. 

The  whole  board  of  School  Committee  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  Royal  P.  Hodges,  Oren  Walker,  John 
M.  Field,  Augustus  Lane,  Alice  C.  Lane,  Benj.  E» 
Sweet,  Earl  C.  White,  Frank  D.  Hunt,  and  John 
Lincoln. 

We  organized  by  making  choice  of  Augustus 
Lane,  Chairman,  Alice  C.  Lane,  Secretary,  and 
Benj.  E.  Sweet,  Visiting  Committee.  Also,  for  the 
examination  of  teachers,  chose  Alice  C.  Lane,  Benj. 
E.  Sweet,  and  John  M.  Field. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  teachers  for 
the  year. 


school  no.  1. 


Summer, — Susie  M.  Reed. 


Julia  A.  Hodges. 
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SCHOOL  NO.  2. 

Summer, — J ulia  A.  Hodges. 
Fall,— Abbie  B.  Scholes. 
Winter, — John  M.  Field. 


SCHOOL  no.  3. 


Winter, — Alice  C.  Lane. 


school  no.  4. 


SCHOOL    NO.  5. 

Summer, — Ellen  M.  Williams. 


y  >  Annie  J.  Woodward 


Winter, — Willard  A.  Estey. 


Fall, 
Winter, 


Matilda  J.  Smith. 


SCHOOL  no.  6. 


Summer, — Matilda  J.  Smith. 
Win'ter,  \  E,,en  M"  Williams." 
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SCHOOL    NO.  7. 

Summer,  ) 

Fall,  >  Alvira  Lincoln. 
Winter.  ) 


school  no.  8. 
Summer,  ) 

Fall,  >  S.  Cora  Bassett. 
Winter.  ) 


The  amount  raised  for  the  support  of  schools,  for 
the  year  1872-3,  was  $2,000.00.  This  affords  us  a 
liberal  supply  of  schooling,  at  the  wages  we  have 
paid  the  teachers  during  the  year.  The  Summer 
Term  of  each  school  was  kept  ten  weeks,  with  the 
exception  of  No.  1,  that  being  but  nine  weeks  long. 
The  Fall  Term  was  continued  eleven  weeks  each, 
except  No.  1,  that  being  twelve  weeks  long.  The 
Winter  Term  twelve  weeks  each.  Our  schools  have 
thus  been  in  session  thirty-three  weeks  during  the 
year. 

Our  teachers  have  labored  with  faithfulness  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  but  not  all  with  ail  equal 
degree  of  success.  Some  have  tact  for  teaching,  im- 
parting knowledge  successfully,  while  others  fail  in 
a  measure  to  interest  their  pupils,  and  hence  we 


sometimes  see  a  want  of  accuracy  and  thoroughness. 
Our  Schools,  on  the  whole,  have  been  as  successful 
as  during  any  past  year.  The  teacher  should  feel  a 
deep  interest  in  her  labors,  remembering  that  she  is 
working  on  immortal  minds,  making  durable  im- 
pressions. The  pecuniary  reward  she  should  con- 
sider of  but  minor  importance.  She  ought  to  exam- 
ine the  lessons  of  each  day  in  advance  of  her  pupils, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  give  assistance  at  once,  and  not 
have  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow.  Scholars  know 
very  soon  if  a  teacher  cannot  work  out  a  problem. 
A  live  teacher  seeks  not  only  to  instruct,  but  to  se- 
cure the  attention  of  her  pupils.  She  adapts  herself 
to  the  varying  capacities  of  her  scholars,  if  by  any 
means  she  may  awake  in  them  a  laudable  ambition 
to  excel.  Her  eye  kindles  with  pleasure  when  she 
sees  her  pupils  earnestly  desiring  to  improve.  The 
good  teacher  is  devoted  to  her  work.  There  are 
but  few  scholars  so  dull  who  will  not  set  themselves 
immediately  at  work,  when  they  have  a  kind  and 
faithful  teacher,  earnest  for  their  welfare. 


PUNCTUALITY. 


This  subject,  though  often  urged  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  parents  and  schools,  is  so  important  as  to 
justify  repetition.  The  frequent  irregularity  of  a 
few  pupils  sadly  diminishes  the  average  attendance 
and  gives  a  dark  shade  to  the  whole  school.  None 
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can  be  absent  at  all  without  injury.  It  weakens 
their  interest  in  the  school,  prevents  the  progress 
that  awakens  ambition  and  studiousness.  We 
would  say  to  parents,  He  very  careful  not  to  give 
your  children  the  impression  that  going  to  school  is 
of  secondary  importance — that  the  demands  of 
fashion  or  pleasure,  or  even  of  pecuniary  interest,  be 
not  allowed  to  take  precedence  of  it  in  their  minds. 
There  are  many  evils  resulting  from  tardy  attend- 
ance upon  schools,  and  among  them,  not  the  least  is 
the  influence  it  exerts  upon  the  character  of  the  chil- 
dren.— "Suffer  a  child  to  grow  up  without  any  re- 
gard to  punctuality  in  his  attendance  upon  school 
and  this  will  in  time  become  a  distinguishing  trait  in 
his  character,  and  he  will  through  life  be  half  an 
hour  too  late  in  everything."  We  cannot  but  ex- 
press the  hope,  that  parents  will  feel  disposed  to 
make  great  sacrifice  for  the  purpose  of  sending  their 
children  to  school  every  day,  at  the  precise  hour, 
and  they  may  rest  assured  that  by  so  doing  they 
will  make  the  school  much  more  profitable  to  their 
children,  save  the  teacher  much  trouble  and  perplex- 
ity, and  do  much  towards  advancing  the  general  in- 
terest of  education. 


COMPETENCY  OF  TEACHERS. 


It  is  not  every  person  of  sufficient  intellectual 
cultivation  and  literary  acquirements,  who  is  com- 
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petenl  to  the  task  of  instruction.  He  may  himself 
possess  the  .requisite  amount  of  knowledge,  and  yet 
be  wholly  incapable  of  imparting  that  knowledge  to 
others;  or,  his  attempts  to  discipline  iLid  govern 
the  school  may  utterly  fail  of  success.  The  teach- 
er should  possess  not  only  intellectual,  but  moral 
culture — not  only  knowledge,  but  iwinciyle.  We 
would  add  to  these,  there  should  be  an  aptness  to 
teach — a  faculty  of  drawing  out  the  scholar  and 
awakening  his  energies — and  a  practical  way  of  ex- 
plaining and  illustrating  the  studies  pursued  in  the 
school.  He  should  be  sensible  also  of  the  dignity, 
the  responsibility,  of  his  vocation,  and  engage  in  it, 
not  as  a  temporary  task,  for  replenishing  #a  scanty 
purse;  but  from  a  high  sense  of  duty  to  God,  and 
the  rising  generation. 


CO-OPERATION    OF  PARENTS. 


Next  to  teachers,  parents  can,  and  do  have  the 
most  decided  influence  on  the  schools.  If  they  man- 
ifest indifierence  to  their  children's  behavior  in 
school  and  progress  in  learning,  especially,  if  they 
speak  disparagingly  of  the  the  teacher  in  the  pres- 
ence of  their  children,  the  children  will  very  natu- 
rally partake  of  the  same  spirit.  But  if  they  en- 
courage their  children  by  frequent  interested  inquir- 
ies about  their  studies,  progress  and  behavior,  they 
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cannot  fail  to  be  gratified,  and  incited  to  regular  at- 
tendance, to  proper  habits  in  school.  Children,  ex- 
pecting their  parents  to  be  present  at  the  closing  ex- 
amination, will  feel  some  solicitude,  during  the 
whole  school,  to  aquit  themselves  with  credit  and  to 
the  pleasure  of  their  parents.  In  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts the  Committee  were  gratified  to  meet  so  many 
parents  and  others  at  the  close  of  the  schools,  and 
hope  the  interest  will  continue. 


SINGING  IN  SCHOOLS. 


We  deem  this  to  be  an  essential  branch  of  educa- 
tion. It  is  not  only  a  relief  from  the  usual  routine 
of  study,  but  it  has  an  elevating  influence,  and  is 
fitted  to  soften  and  humanize  the  coarse,  rough 
place  in  one's  nature.  "It  is  a  noted  #fact,"  says 
Prof.  Tourjee,  "that  when  music  is  taught  in  our 
public  schools,  the  ribald  songs  disappear  from  our 
streets.  It  directly  aids  in  the  discipline  of  schools, 
while  it  calms  and  cools  the  restlessness  consequent 
upon  continuous  study.  It  holds  the  highest  rank 
as  an  aid  to  the  memory.  The  songs  of  childhood 
are  never  forgotten.  The  powers  of  observation  and 
expression  are  all  heightened  by  it,  and  as  a  mental 
discipline  it  is  nowise  inferior  to  the  vaunted  study 
of  mathematics."  We  think  it  advisable  for  a 
teacher  to  spend  a  few  minutes  each  day  in  learning 
her  pupils  the  rules  of  singing. 
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SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


We  are  satisfied  that,  in  order  to  make  our 
schools  productive  of  the  greatest  amount  of  good, 
the  schoolhouses  themselves  should  be  so  construct- 
ed and  ventilated  as  to  secure^  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  teachers  and  scholars;  and  at  the 
same  time,  the  whole  premises,  outside  as  well  as  in- 
side, should  exhibit  an  air  of  neatness,  taste  and  re- 
finement. In  this  regard,  our  town  as  a  whole  is 
far  in  advance  of  the  position  which  it  held  a  few 
years  ago.  Yet  we  think  there  is  chance  for  im- 
provement, since  some  retain  their  old,  hard  benches. 


MORAL  CULTURE. 


JSo  teacher  con  spend  several  successive  weeks  in 
a  school,  without  exerting  an  important  influence 
upon  the  characters  of  the  scholars  under  her  con- 
trol. That  influence  may  purify  and  elevate  the  pu- 
pils, or  it  may  corrupt  and  degrade  them.  Since 
then,  schools  and  teachers  have  a  powerful  moral 
influence  upon  the  young,  it  is  desirable  that  it 
should  be  of  an  improving  character.  "Our  chil- 
dren, the  joy  of  their  parents,  are  the  hope  of  the 
State  and  of  the  Church.  What  we  do  for  them 
we  do  for  ourselves,  for  the  community,  and  the 
world.    Educate  the  mind,  the  heart,  and  the  mor- 
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als  of  your  children,  and  being  thus  shielded 
against  temptation,  and  incited  to  that  which  is  true 
and  virtuous,  and  praisworthy,  they  will  rise  up  and 
call  you  blessed." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJ.  E.  SWEET,  >  School  Committee 
JOHN  M.  FIELD  *  ]        of  Norton. 


*Assietant  writer  of  Report. 
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NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  ATTENDANCE. 


Summer. 

Etta  F.  Leonard. 
Florence  E.  Briggs. 
Dora  E.  Boynton. 


SCHOOL  No. 

Fall. 

Silas  Hood. 
Etta  Leonard. 


Winter. 
None. 


Summer. 

Hattie  A.  Wetherell. 
Carrie  A.  Lane. 
Henry  Walker. 


SCHOOL  No.  2. 
Fall. 
Lydia  A.  Walker. 


Winter. 

Lydia  A.  Walker. 
Alden  G.  Walker. 
Henry  E.  Walker. 


Summer. 


SCHOOL  No.  3. 
Fall. 


Mary  W.  Drake.       Ida  F.  Woodward. 
Mary  A.  Smith.        Hattie  M.  Woodward. 
Helen  M.  Austin.      Freddie  Woodward. 
Hattie  M.  Woodward.  James  Coyle, 
Geo.  W.  Williams 
Freddie  C.  Woodward. 
James  Coyle. 


Winter. 

Annie  Coyle. 
Hattie  M.  Woodward. 
James  Coyle. 
Jame  McCabe. 
Everett  W.  Eddy. 
Josiah  E.  Woodward. 


Summer. 

Etta  Chapman. 
Addie  Swett. 
Fannie  Richmond. 
George  Chapman. 
Willy  Barry. 
Mark  Lane. 
Dwight  Lane. 
Sammy  Lane. 
Elmer  Lane 
Freddy  Swett. 
Charles  Richmond. 
John  Richmond 


SCHOOL  No.  4. 

Fall. 

Addie  Swett. 
Arthur  Chace. 
George  Chapman. 
Mark  Lane. 
Dwight  Lane. 
Walter  Lane. 
Sammy  Lane. 


Winter. 

Everett  H.  Crossman. 
John  H.  Arnold. 
Mark  W.  Lane. 
Dwight  F.  Lane. 
Sammy  E.  Lane. 
Anna  W.  Lane. 


22 


SCHOOL  No,  5. 


Summer.  Fall.  Winter. 

Clifford  Smith.  Mary  A.  Burt.  Clifford  Smith. 

Willie  0.  Fobes.  Olive  I.  Burt. 

Lizzie  A.  Smith. 


SCHOOL  No.  6. 


Summer.  Fall.  Winter. 

Olive  I.  Burt.  Emmons  H.  Lincoln.  Emmons  H.  Lincoln. 

Ella  W.  Lincoln.  James  L.  Wilbur.  Frank  O'Brien. 
Mary  L.  Wilbur. 


SCHOOL  No.  7. 


Summer. 
Clara  E.  Briggs. 
Minnie  A.  Crane. 
Dora  E.  Padelford. 
Flora  E.  Padelford. 
Charlie  L.  Briggs. 


Fall. 
Addie  E.  Briggs. 
Minnie  A.  Crane. 
Carrie  E.  Crane. 
Oora  E.  Padelford. 
Flora  E.  Padelford. 
Charlie  L.  Briggs. 


Winter. 
Minnie  A.  Crane. 
Carrie  E.  Crane. 


SCHOOL  No.  8. 


Summer. 

Mattie  L.  Copeland. 
Estella  Hervey. 
Bertha  Hervey. 
Nellie  Hervey. 
Ella  Lincoln. 
Belle  E.  Lincoln. 
Willie  Brettun. 
Rodger  Hervey. 
Arthur  Hervey. 
Freddie  Lincoln. 
J.  Otis  Lincoln. 


Fall. 

Belle  E.  Lincoln. 
Hattie  Brettun. 
J.  Otis  Lincoln 
Arthur  Hervey. 
Freddie  Lincoln. 


Winter. 

Ella  Lincoln. 
Freddie  Lincoln. 


REPORTS 

OP  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  TREASURER, 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 
AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 

AND 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OP  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 
For  the  year  18  7  3-4. 


TAUNTON, 

PRINTED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  C.  A.  HACK  &  SON, 

1874. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 

NO.  1. 

Paid  H.  T.  Davis,     10  weeks  Summer  term,  $90.00 
"       "  11      "     Fall         ><  99.00 

W.  Wallace  Taylor,  12  weeks  Winter  term,  120.00 
Alfred  Barker,  for  building  fires,  6.00 
"         "  wood,  26.75 


NO.  2. 

Paid  J.  M,  Fields,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  $90.00 

Elizabeth  D.  Haskins,  11  weeks,  Fall  term,  99.00 

Charles  A.  Lane,  13  weeks,  Winter  term,  130.00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  for  wood,  33.75 

"           "          building  fires,  6.50 


NO.  3. 

Paid  Annie  J.  Woodward,  10  wk's  Summer  term,  $80.00 
Alice  C.  Lane,  11    "    Fall         "  99.00 

"  12    "    Winter     "  126.00 

Josiah  Woodward,  for  wood,  29.00 
Josiah  E.  Woodward,  for  building  fires,  6.55 


NO.  4. 

Paid  Alice  C.  Lane,  10  weeks,  summer  term,  $100.00 

Annie  J.  Woodward,  11  weeks,  Fail  term,  110.00 
"            "         12     "    Winter  term,  108.00 

M.  Helen  Lane,        12     "            ki  48.00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  26.00 

Everett  Crossman,  for  building  fires,  6.00 


$341.75 


$359.25 


$340.55 


$398.00 
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NO.  5. 


Paid  S.  Lizzie  Briggs,  10  weeks  Summer  term,  $70.00 
I.  W.  Wilcox,  11  "  Fall  "  88.00 
"  «  12  "  Winter  "  120.00 
Benj.  E.  Sweet,  for  wood,  1873-74,  48.25 
Charles  Fobes,  for  building  fires  and  kind- 
ling wood,  9.50 
Paid  Benj.  E.  Sweet,  for  building  fires  1873,  6.00 


$341.75 


NO.  6. 


Paid  E.  M.  Holmes,  10  weeks,  Summer  term,  $80.00 
"          "11     "     Fall        "  64.00 
Clara  Hodges,   12     «     Winter     «  96.00 
E.  C.  White,  for  wood,  20.50 


$260.50 


NO.  7. 


Paid  Elvira  Lincoln,    10  weeks,  Summer  term,  $80.00 

"          "         11     "     Fall        "  88.00 

Delia  J.  Crane,     12     «•      Winter     "  90.00 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  for  wood,  11.00 

«            "     building  fires,  6.00 


$275.00 


NO.  8. 

Paid  Sarah  E.  Lothrop,  10  weeks.  Summer  term,  $80.00 
Alice  E.  Sherman,  10  «  'Fall  "  80.00 
Edgar  K.  Morrison,  12  «  Winter  "  180.00 
Joseph  Copeland,  for  wood,  15.50 
Robert  Britton,  building  fires,  4.00 

 $359.50 


# 
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EXPENSES  OF  POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 

Paid  Dr.  W.  F.  Perry,  for  aid  to  Daniel  Hathaway,  $6.34 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  attendance  upon  Henry 

G.  Leonard  and  family,  94.00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  medical  attendance  Patrick 

Leonard,  10.00 

J.  H.  Leonard,  house  rent  for  Henry  G.  Leonard,  32.00 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  for  med.  attendance,  Geo.  H.  Hatton,  33.50 

"  "  "  «  E.  W.  French,  33.00 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin,  D.  K.  Leonard's  child,  6.00 

Dr.  W.  F.  Perry,  med.  attendance  on  small  pox  case,  330.00 

Geo.  H.  Leonard,  wood  furnished  Henry  G-  Leonard,  18.00 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  med.  attendance,  John  F.  Hogan,  18.00 

Sally  Woodward,  house  rent  for  "  "  20.25 

Albert  A.  Woodward,  for  groceries,  wood  &c,  81.02 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  dry  goods,  5.10 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  med.  attendance,  Dean  K.  Leonard,  83.00 

"  "       "  "       Alexander  Washburn,  37.00 

C.  B.  Witherell,  groceries  furnished  Henry  G.  Leonard,  12.62 

"  "  "  «       Dean  D.  Leonard,  24.05 

"  "  "  "       Willard  M.  Randall,  9.21 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  dry  goods      "       Henry  G.  Leonard,  5.93 

"  "  "  "       Dean  K.  Leonard,  14.63 

Willard  M.  Randall,  19.72 
C.  B.  Witherell,  groceries      "       Marcus  Wheeler,  8.00 

C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  board  and  care  of  E.  W.  French,  37.92 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  med.  attendance  Ellen  Campbell,  14.00 


$953.29 

ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Jason  S.  Thompson,  for  cutting  wood,  $14.00 

William  Bruce,                    «  28.00 

Alanson  Bruce,                    "  13.90 

Moses  Hunt,  for  services,  10.00 

Henry  E.  Day,   "  250.00 

Ruel  Robinson,  for  shifting  top,  33.50 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  for  moving  wood,  5.00 

John  Harvey,  for  use  horse  cart,  2.00 

C.  B.  Witherell,  for  groceries,  grain,  &c,  184.15 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  dry  goods,  46,5 1 

C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  meat,  57.90 

F.  J.  Wetherell,  for  repairing  harness,  2.75 


$647.71  O 
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POOE  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  Daniel  Pryor,  for  aid  to  Susie  Chalk,  $6.00 
Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  med.  atttendance,  Wm.  D.  Washburn,  16.00 

Leonard  Hodges,  for  aid  to  Allen  Hill,  15.00 

Dr.  J.  R.  Bronson,  for  med.  attendance,  Susie  Chalk,  12.50 

Town  of  Foxboro'  for  aid  to  Briggs  family,  39.00 

City  of  Chelsea,  for  aid  to  Laban  Smith,  66.45 

Joel  S.  Drake,  for  groceries  to  James  White,  10.00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  dry  goods  to       "       "  10.10 

Horatio  Bates,  groceries  for  Hannah  Smith,  82.92' 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  aid  to           "          "  16.25' 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries  to  Borden  Hunt,  11.76 

"           "       aid  to              "         '*  5.15 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  aid  to  Wm,  D.  Washburn,  11.05 

"    Hannah  Smith,  13.20> 

Albert  A.  Woodward,  aid  to  Borden  Hunt,  2.95 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  "  John  Brown,  2.50 
Treasurer  State  Reform  School,  Westboro',  board  of 

William  Magee,  32.50 

Thomas  C.  Boylan,  for  groceries  to  John  Brown,  12.57 
Town  of  Raynham,  aid  to  Wm.  Woodward  and  Jane  Reed,155.00 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin  for  Melzer  Burt,  13.00 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  aid  to  Borden  Hunt,  .  8.82 

Dr.  B.  M.  Rounds,  medical  attendance,  Lucinda  Smith,  3.00 


$545.72 

EXPENSES  OF  E0ADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  as  per  order  Road  Commissioners,  sundry  persons,  $2,546.43 

Of  the  above  amount  paid  for  snow  bills,  1872-73,  349.06 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Silas  H.  Cobb,  for  surveying,  &c,  $7.85 

B.  W.  Harris,  for  professional  services,  50.00 
Ezra  Davol,  for  printing  town  reports,  &c,  35.50 

C.  A.  Hack  &  Son,  printing,  7.75 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  interest  on  borrowed  money,  8.00 

"         "        books  for  desks,  several  school  houses,  9.10 

Albert  A.  Woodward,  brooms,  chalk,  &c,,  1.80 
Assessors  for  money  returned  to  sundry  persons,  as 

errors  in  taxes  17.81 

Reed  Brothers,  for  advertising,  1.00 


$138,81 
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STATE  AID 

Paid  State  Aid  to  sundry  persons,  up  to  Jan.  1,  1878,  $472.00 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Andrew  H.  Sweet,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,  and  Assessor,  $125.00 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Overseer 

of  Poor,  and  Assessor,  125.00 

G.  H.  Arnold,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Overseer 

of  Poor,  and  Assessor,  125.00 
Andrew  H.  Sweet,  for  paying  sundry  small  bills,  car- 
fare, express,  postage,  &c,  41.00 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  paper,  postage,  &c,  2.93 
Geo.  H.  Arnold,  "  "  5.25 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  car  fare  to  paupers,  8.7 4 
Benj.  E.  Sweet,  services  as  School  Committee,  1872-73,  75.00 
«       «          "             "             "       1873-74,  75.00 

H.  T.  Lincoln,  for  warning  Town  meetings,  6.50 
Earl  C.  White,  for  collecting  taxes,  52.42 
Austin  Messinger,  as  Treasurer,  40.00 

"  "       for  recording  births,  marriages  &  deaths,  26.75 


$708.59 

EEPAIES  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES, 

Paid  Ezekiel  Leonard,  cupboard  for  library,  $7.00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  for  repairs,  No.  2,  '  15.00 

Augustus  Lane,  for  repairs,  No.  4,  4.00 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  shingles  for  No.  1,  21.25 

Joseph  H,  Sweet,  for  repairs,  No.  1,  14.40 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  for  repairs  and  stove,  No.  7,  14.00 

Henry  Hunt,  for  repairs  and  stock,  No.  1,  4.50 

J.  O.  Messinger,  for  setting  glass,  Nos.  1  and  3,  5.15 

Elkanah  Wood,  for  work  and  stock,  No.  3,  7.00 
A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  shingles,  nails,  &c,  Nos.  3  and  4,  105.00 

A.  S.  Tucker,  for  repairs,  Nos.  3  and  4.  15.00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  stove  for  No.  6,  20.00 

Albert  A.  Woodward,  for  repairs,  No.  3,  90 

Augustus  Lane,                 "       No.  4,  5.40 

Joseph  Copeland,               "       No.  8,  5.52 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,                u       No.  5,  16.23 

Thomas  Brady,                 "       No.  3,  6.00 

Dan'l  S.  Cobb,                  "       Nos.  4-5-6,  10.00 


$277.40 
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EEPAIES  ON  TOWN  HOUSE. 

Paid  B.  S.  Hall,  for  painting,  $10.50 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  paint,  21.95 


$32.45 

Amount  due  for  rent  of  Town  Hall,  $25.00 

BUILDING  NEW  SCHOOL  HOUSE, 

Paid  Geo.  R.  Leonard,  for  land,  $50.00 

James  T.  Bassett,  for  house,  &c.,  1,325.56 

Allen  Horton,  for  stone  work,  15.00 

S.  C.  Lovell,  for  lime,  cement,  &c,.  10.50 

E.  C.  White,  for  work,  furniture,  &c,  270.43 


$1,671.49 

EE0APITULATI0N, 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  $2,676.30 

"              "   poor  out  of  town,  953.29 

"             "   at  Almshouse,  647.71 

"             "   out  of  Almshouse,  545.72 

"    roads  and  bridges,  2,546.43 

"    Incidental  expenses,  138.81 

«    State  aid.  472.00 

«    Town  officers,  708.59 

"    Repairs  of  school  houses,  277.40 

«        "     on  Town  house,  32.45 

**    Building  new  school  house,  1,671.49 


$10,670.49 

SUMMAKT  OF  ALMSHOUSE, 

1874.  Dr. 

March  17,  To  sundry  bills  paid  out  of  Town  Treasury, 
as  follows : 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  for  groceries  and  grain,  184.15 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  46.51 

C  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  for  meat,  57.90 

Ruel  Robinson,  shifting  top,  33.50 

John  Harvey,  for  use  of  horse  cart,  2.00 
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F.  J.  Wetherell,  for  repairing  harness,  2.75 

Henry  C.  Day,  for  Supt.  of  Almshouse,  250.00 

Moses  Hunt,  for  services,  10.00 

Sundry  bills  paid  Henry  C.  Day,  Supt : — 

A.  V.  Rogerson,  for  groceries  and  grain,  22.76 

Sundry  persons,  for  swine  grain,  and  repairs,  147.61 
29  cords  wood,  at  4.25  (cut  last  year),  and 

basket  stuff,  132.25 

$889.43 


1874.  Or. 

March,  17,  By  work  on  road  by  Henry  E.  Day,  $47.00 

Am't  received  by    "  "    for  job  work,  30.00 

"  "  "    butter  and  milk  103.11 

"  "  "    eggs  and  sund's,  14.27 

"  «    two  calves,  18.75 

"    571  lbs.  pork,  45.68 
"                  "            "29  cords  wood 

and  basket  stuff,  187.48 

Cutting  40  cords  wood,  40.00 

Going  with  hearse  at  18  funerals,  27.00 

Lodging  and  feeding  167  travelers,  125.25 

Balance  against  Almshouse,  250.89 


$889.43 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

For  Highways,  $2,000.00 

Schools,  2,000.00 

Poor  and  Incidentals, ; :  §g  2,000.00 

Repairs  of  School  Houses,  300.00 

•  Building  School  House  at  No.  6,  1,500.00 

Repairs  of  John  Freeman  Road,  100.00 

State  Tax,  1,462.50 

County  Tax,  953.65 


$10,316.15 

ANDREW  H.  SWEET,   )  Selectmen 
JOHN  R,  ROGERSON,   y  of 
GEORGE  H.  ARNOLD,)  Norton. 
Norton,  March  17,  1874. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  15,  1873, 
Received  of  the  Town  of  Easton, 

"  Rehoboth, 
"  Wrentham, 
Robert  Dixon,  for  board  of  wife, 
for  use  of  Town  Hall, 
Income  from  Town  Farm, 
Dam  owners  on  Mill  river, 
County  Treasurer  on  dog  fund, 
State  Treasurer,  school  fund, 
"  "        State  aid, 

"  "         Corporation  Tax, 

"  "         Bank  Tax, 

Earl  C.  White,  Collector  for  1873, 

"        "     Interest  on  taxes,  1873, 
A.  A.  Woodward,  Interest  on  taxes,  1870, 
For  sale  of  old  school  house,  No.  6, 


CONTRA. 

Paid  sundry  persons,  by  order  of  Selectmen, 
State  tax, 

Discount  on  taxes,  1873, 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1873, 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  17,  1874, 


$889.40 
45.27 
44.00 
187.40 
9.00 
11.00 
321.61 
1,000.00 
222.22 
149.17 
508.00 
125.80 
722.03 
9,528.80 
4.46 
6.50 
82.15 


$13,856.81 


$10,670.19 
1,462.50 
760.41 
118.16 
845.55 


$13,856.81 


AUSTIN  MESSINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 
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AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  account  with  sundry  persons,  March  17,  1874. 

DR. 

Amount  due  the  schools,  $890.92 
of  cash  and  sundry  bills  due  the  town  to  balance 

account,  1,423.17 


$2,314.09 


OR. 


By  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  $845.55 
Due  from  the  Town  of  Easton,  319.16 
*  "  Rehoboth,  37.00 
"  "  Medford,  95.92 
"  City  of  Taunton,  124.37 
"  From  the  State  on  small  pox  cases,  Has- 
kell &  Hathaway,  398.09 
"  From  the  State,  for  Patrick  Leonard,  22.00 
«  '          For  State  aid,  472.00 


$2,314,09 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Town,  $1,423.17 


The  Auditing  Committee  having  examined  the  books  of  the  Select- 
men and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept  and  supported  by  prop- 
er vouchers. 


AUGUSTUS  LANE,      )  Auditing 

OREN  E.  WALKER,  )■ 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD,  )  Committee. 

Norton,  March  17,  1874. 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


Having  nearly  completed  our  labors  for  the  school 
year  1873-4,  we  herewith  submit  our  annual  report. 

The  same  plan  of  having  a  member  of  the  School 
Committee  in  each  district,  has  been  kept  up  as  for  a 
series  of  past  years. 

Our  whole  board  of  School  Committee  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Alfred  Barker,  Oren  Walker,  John  M.  Field, 
Augustus  Lane,  Alice  C.  Lane,  Benj.  E.  Sweet,  Earl 
C.  White,  Frank  D.  Hunt  and  Joseph  Copeland. 

We  organized  by  making  choice  of  Augustus 
Lane,  Chairman  ;  Alice  C.  Lane,  Secretary,  and  Benj. 
E.  Sweet,  Visiting  Committee.  Also  chose  Alice  C. 
Lane,  John  M.  Field  and  Benj.  E.  Sweet  for  the  ex- 
amination of  teachers. 

We  here  give  the  names  of  the  teachers  for  the 
year. 


H.  T.  Davis. 


SCHOOL  NO.  1. 

Summer. 
Fall. 

Winter. — W.  Wallace  Taylor. 

SCHOOL  NO.  2. 

Summer. — John  M.  Field. 
Fall.— L.  D.  Haskins. 
Winter. — Charles  A.  Lane, 
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SCHOOL  NO.  3. 

Summer, — Annie  J.  Woodward. 

™\    I  Alice  C.  Lane. 
Winter,  j 

.   SCHOOL  NO.  4. 

Summer, — Alice  C.  Lane. 
Fall, — Annie  J.  Woodward, 
Winter,    "  "  assisted  by  M. 

Helen  Lane. 

SCHOOL  NO.  5. 

Summer,' — S.  Lizzie  Briggs. 
Fall, 


Winter, 


Isaac  W.  Wilcox. 


SCHOOL  NO.  6. 


FalT mer'  }  Lizzie  HolmeS* 
Winter, — Clara  Hodges. 

SCHOOL  NO.  7. 

Summer, )  A1  .     T  .  , 
Fall         I     *vira  Lincoln, 

Winter, — Delia  J.  Crane. 

SCHOOL  NO.  8. 

Summer, — Sarah  E.  Lothrop. 
Fall, — Alice  E.  Sherman. 
Winter, — Edgar  K.  Morrison. 

The  amount  raised  for  the  support  of  schools,  for 
the  year  1873-4,  was  $2,000.00.  We  have  had  nearly 
the  same  length  of  schools  as  last  year,  that  is,  ten 
weeks  in  the  Summer,  eleven  weeks  in  the  Fall  and 
twelve  weeks  in  the  Winter.    We  have  thus  had 
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about  thirty-three  weeks  of  schooling  during  the  year. 
We  have  employed  four  male  teachers  during  the 
Winter  term,  so  that  the  cost  of  our  schools  is  more 
than  last  year. 

PUNCTUALITY. 

To  dwell  long  on  this  subject  seems  hardly  a  neces- 
sity to  the  general  public,  for  year'  after  year  changes 
have  been  rung  upon  it,  and  every  year  the  same 
story  has  been  told.  To  the  teachers,  however,  whose 
success  is  dependent  in  no  small  degree  upon  the  dis- 
cipline they  maintain  in  their  schools,  this  matter  of 
punctuality  becomes  a  question  of  paramount  import- 
ance. Here,  they  are  powerless  without  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  parents  of  their  pupils,  and  if  the  former 
would  but  consider  that  the  success  of  their  children 
at  school  is  only  insured  by  the  success  of  the  teach- 
er, they  would  probably  be  more  ready  to  aid  him  in 
his  endeavors. 

It  is  to  this  end  that  we  call  your  attention  to  this 
matter,  and  we  trust,  to  some  purpose. 

VOCAL  MUSIC. 

The  matter  of  introducing  Vocal  Music  as  a  branch 
of  instruction  into  our  public  schools,  is  one  which  is 
worthy  the  attention  and  consideration  of  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  promoting  and  forwarding  the  edu- 
cation of  our  youth.  One  would  naturally  suppose, 
that  a  measure  fraught  with  so  much  good,  not  only 
directly  but  indirectly,  would  readily  recommend  it- 
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self  to  all ;  but  it  has  been  the  experience  of  those 
who  have  sought  to  make  a  new  departure  in  any  di- 
rection in  the  field  of  education,  that  before  anything 
can  be  accomplished  it  becomes  necessary  to  combat, 
not  arguments  and  objections  based  on  broad  and  lib- 
eral grounds  and  principles  co-incident  with  the  spirit 
of  the  age  and  country  in  which  we  live,  but,  rather 
with  old  traditions,  exploded  theories,  and  ancient 
customs,  which  ill-befit  the  times. 

It  is  high  time  now  that  we  should  awake  to  a 
realization  of  what  is  our  duty  in  this  matter,  if  we 
would  not  have  our  schools  suffer  by  comparison  with 
those  of  our  sister  towns. 

It  is  worse  than  folly,  on  our  part,  to  resist  these 
innovations,  simply  on  the  ground  that  they  lack  the 
brand  of  venerable  age  to  recommend  them,  or  want- 
ing the  odor  of  antiquity  to  insure  their  respectabili- 
ty. 

Time  was,  'tis  true,  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  colo- 
ny, under  the  stern  and  unrelaxing  code  of  the  early 
Puritans,  when  such  innovations  would  be  looked 
upon  as  rank  heresies ;  then  the  school-room  was  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  a  workshop,  where  the  child 
was  subjected  to  a  rigid  and  cheerless  process  to  ac- 
quire his  "  rudiments,"  and  one  in  which  the  birch 
played  no  insignificant  part ;  but  we  have  long  ago 
seen  the  folly  of  this  system.  Our  endeavor  to-day 
is  to  combine  pleasure  with  the  labors  of  the  children, 
to  mingle  healthy  recreations  with  the  accomplish 
ment  of  their  tasks,  and  to  give  a  brighter  and  more 
homelike  air  to  our  school-rooms. 
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To  these  ends,  therefore,  we  seek  the  introduction 
of  vocal  music  into  our  schools.  We  believe  it 
would  richly  repay  the  town  to  employ  the  services  of 
some  competent  instructor,  who  should  visit  all  the 
schools  regularly,  and  give  lessons  in  singing,  But 
fortunately  a  large  proportion  of  our  teachers  are 
themselves  able  to  conduct  this  exercise  with  profit, 
and  there  are  few,  if  any  of  our  schools  where  the 
teacher  will  not  be  able  to  find  among  their  pupils 
some  who  can  relieve  them  of  all  burthens  in  this 
particular.  The  experiment  is  at  least  worthy  a  trial, 
and  once  youjscatter  the  seeds  of  mental  and  moral 
culture  in  your  school-rooms,  a  lovely  plant  will 
spring  up  to  blossom  at  your  firesides,  and  in  your 
churches,  to  be  your  pride  and  pleasure  through  life, 
and  a  source  of  consolation  and  contentment  in  old 
age. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Most  of  our  school  houses  have  been  built  within 
a  comparatively  recent  period,  yet  there  are  some  of 
them  which  do  not  quite  come  up  to  our  idea  of  what 
a  school  house  ought  to  be.  When  we  think  how 
large  a  portion  of  the  time  of  our  children  is  spent 
in  them, — time,  when  the  body  is  growing,  when  the 
mind  is  expanding,  when  the  tastes  are  forming,  we 
see  how  essential  it  is  that  they  should  be  adapted  to 
all  those  conditions  of  the  young  being, — spacious  in 
their  dimensions,  comfortable  in  their  sitting,  well 
ventilated  and  filled  with  all  helps  suited  to  communi- 
cate knowledge  of  the  studies  pursued. 
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The  new  school  house  which  the  town  has  liberal- 
ly appropriated  money  for  in  district  No.  6  has  been 
completed.  It  is  well  and  tastefully  constructed,  is 
amply  spacious  for  its  purpose,  and  we  trust  it  may 
prove  upon  trial,  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  expectations 
and  needs  of  the  town,  and  that  the  care  and  cost  of 
the  undertaking  will  be  amply  repaid  by  the  im- 
proved advantages  which  will  accrue  from  its  posses- 
sion. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  TEACHERS. 

After  having  erected  and  furnished  suitable  school 
houses,  the  next  requisite  to  the  perfection  of  our 
Common  School  system,  is  the  employment  of  teach- 
ers. There  should  be  some  degree  of  permanence  in 
the  relation  of  the  teacher  to  the  school.  The  prac- 
tice of  continual  change  in  the  office  of  teacher  is  a 
great  evil  of  the  present  system.  To  succeed  well,  a 
teacher  must  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his 
pupils.  He  must  learn  their  dispositions,  their  tastes, 
their  habits,  their  peculiarities.  This  knowledge  can 
scarcely  be  acquired  in  a  single  term.  After  the  ex- 
perience of  one  term,  a  teacher  of  the  right  stamp 
will  be  much  better  qualified  to  instruct  the  same 
school  than  a  stranger  of  equal  capacity.  Let  us 
therefore,  if*  we  have  had  any  real  good  teachers  re- 
tain them,  for  other  things  being  equal,  a  school  gen- 
erally loses  ground  for  a  time  by  change.  Where  the 
teachers  have  not  been  really  good,  let  pains  be  taken 
to  ascertain  where  good  teachers  are  to  be  found,  and 
let  them  be  searched  out.    If  this  suggestion  is  heed- 
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ed,  a  strong  impulse  will  be  given  in  a  right  direction 
and  we  shall  not  be  slow  in  seeing  it. 

TEXT-BOOKS. 

The  text-books  for  the  whole  town  are  selected  by 
the  School  Committee,  and  no  new  book  can  be  in- 
introduced  into  any  school  except  by  the  vote  of  this 
body.  The  sentiment  of  the  Committee  is  opposed 
to  unnecessary  changes.  Uniformity  in  the  books  is 
one  of  the  essentials  to  the  classification  of  the  schol- 
ars. The  introduction  into  a  school  of  any  one  book 
different  from  those  used  by  the  town,  interferes  with 
the  necessary  uniformity,  breaks  up  the  classes,  short- 
ens the  recitations  and  robs  the  majority  of  the  schol- 
ars of  their  just  right  to  so  much  of  the  services  of 
the  teacher.  In  some  of  the  schools  we  have  found 
arithmetics  not  prescribed  by  the  Committee,  and 
teachers  have  entered  their  complaints.  This  error 
should  be  reformed  and  we  ask  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  both  parents  and  teachers  to  this  end. 

We  will  conclude  by  expressing  the  hope  that  a 
greater  interest  may  be  awakened  in  behalf  of  our  pub- 
lic schools,  and  that  during  the  coming  year  they 
may  reach  a  higher  position  than  they  have  ever  yet 
attained. 

BENJ.  E.  SWEET,  ^  School 
ALICE  C  LANE*  \  Committee  of 
JOHN  M.  FIELD*]  Norton. 

*  Assistant  writers  of  Report. 
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NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  ATTENDANCE. 
School  No.  1. 


Summer. 
Dora  E.  Boynton, 
Edith  M.  Boynton. 


Fall. 

Dora  E.  Boynton, 
Etta  F.  Leonard. 

Winter. 
None. 


Snmmer. 
Willie  G.  Bodman, 
Effie  M.  Alden. 


Henry  C.  Walker, 
Lottie  E.  Wetherell, 


School  No.  2. 

Fall. 
Carrie  A.  Lane, 
Willie  C.  Bodman. 

Winter. 

Willie  C.  Bodman, 
Lydia  A.  Walker. 


School  No.  3. 


Summer. 
Ida  F.  Woodward, 
Mary  A.  Smith, 
Annie  A.  Austin, 
Helen  M.  Austin, 
Hattie  M.  Woodward, 
Ellen  F.  Smith, 
G.  Palmer  Lincoln, 
Edwin  A.  Lincoln, 
Freddie  C.  Woodward, 
David  J.  Williams. 


Cynthia  Woodward, 
Ida  F.  Woodward, 
Eliza  McCormick, 
James  Coyle, 


Fall. 

Ida  F.  Woodward, 
Hattie  M.  Woodward, 
Emma  A.  Sweet, 
James  Coyle, 
Freddy  Woodward. 


Winter. 


Charles  E.  Horton, 
Josiah  E.  Woodward, 
Freddy  Woodward, 
David  Williams. 
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School  No.  4. 


Summer. 

Annie  Gilroy, 
Minnie  Gibbs, 
Ida  F.  Sweet. 
Freddy  Chapman, 
Arthur  M.  Chace, 
Dwight  F.  Lane, 
Walter  H.  Lane, 
Elma  E.  Lane, 


Fall. 

Etta  M.  Lane, 
Delia  0.  Brien, 
Lucy  C.  Parlow, 
Evie  M.  Parlow, 
Lois  Crossman, 
Arthur  M.  Chace, 
Freddie  Chapman, 
Mark  W.  Lane, 
David  F.  Lane, 
Sammy  D.  Luce, 
Walter  H.  Lane, 
Elmer  E.  Lane, 
John  W.  Richmond, 
Charles  A.  Richmond. 


Winter. 


Etta  M.  Lane, 
Lucy  C.  Parlow, 
Fannie  M.  Richmond, 
Everett  H.  Crossman, 
Henry  Gibbs, 
Mark  W.  Lane, 


Dwight  F.  Lane, 
Samuel  E.  Lane, 
Walter  H.  Lane, 
Elmer  E.  Lane, 
John  W.  Richmond, 
Charles  A.  Richmond. 


School  No.  5. 

Summer.  Fall. 

Clifford  W.  Smith,  None. 
Willie  0.  Fobes. 


Winter. 


Lizzie  A.  Smith, 
Charles  S.  Fobes, 
Willie  0.  Fobes, 


George  E.  Smith, 
George  S.  Wood. 
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bummer. 
Mary  A.  Burt, 
Olive  F.  Burt, 
Hattie  Blandin, 
Chloe  F.  Wilbur, 
Mary  L.  Wilbur, 
Jennie  Lothrop, 
Emma  Draper. 

Jennie  Lothrop, 


Summer. 
Clara  E.  Briggs, 
Carrie  E.  Crane, 
Dora  E.  Padelford, 
Flora  E.  Padelford, 
Charlie  L.  Briggs, 
George  Keith, 
Allen  Padelford. 

Carrie  E.  Crane, 
Dora  E.  Padelford, 


Summer. 

Kuth  Brettun, 
Ella  M.  Lincoln, 
Belle  E.  Lincoln, 
Bertha  E.  Hervey, 
Hattie  Brettun, 
Arthur  *L.  Hervey. 


Belle  E.  Lincoln, 
Lena  M.  Lincoln, 
Rodger  Hervey, 


School  No.  6. 

Fall 
Mary  A.  Burt, 
Olive  F.  Burt, 
Jennie  Lothrop, 
Chloe  F,  Wilbur, 
Maggie  O'Brien, 
Freddie  Draper. 


Winter. 

Jerry  O'Brien. 

School  No.  7. 

Fall. 

Carrie  E.  Crane, 
Dora  E.  Padelford, 
Flora  E.  Padelford, 
Charlie  L.  Briggs, 
Allen  E.  Padelford. 


Winter. 

Flora  E.  Padelford, 
Charlie  L.  Briggs. 


School  No.  8. 

Fall. 
Ella  M.  Lincoln. 


Winter. 

Freddie  H.  Lincoln, 
Clifton  Leonard, 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


Expenses  of  Schools. 

NO.  1. 

Paid  H.  T.  Davis,  10  w'ks  Summer  term,  $90  00 

Clara  Hodges,  10  w'ks  Fall  term,  90  00 

12    "   Winter  term,  108  00 

Alfred  Barker,  for  wood,  33  75 

building  fires,  6  00 


$327  75 


NO.  2. 

Paid  C.  A.  Lane,  8  w'ks  Summer  term,  $80  00 

10  <<   Fall  term,  100  00 

H.  T.  Davis,  13  w'ks  Winter  term,  130  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  for  wood,  24  00 


$334  00 


NO.  3. 

P'd  A.  A.  Lane,  10  w'ks  Summer  term,  $90  00 

A.  J.  Woodward,  10  w'ks  Fall  term,  90  00 

IdaC.  Johnson,  10  w'ks  Winter  term,  100  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  for  wood,  26  33 

building  fires,  5  00 


$311  33 
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NO.  4. 

Fd  R.  K.  Pearl,  10  w'ks  Summer  term,    $100  00 
9  w'ks  Fall  term,  90  00 

L.  C.  Southard,  9  w'ks  Winter  term,  112  50 
4  w'ks      "        "       50  00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  for  wood,  35  00 
D wight  F.  Lane,  building  fires,  7  80 

 $395  30 

NO.  5. 

Fd  I.  W.  Wilcox,  10  w'ks  Summer  term,  $90  00 
10  w'ks  Fall  term,  90  00 
12  w'ks  Winter  term,    144  00 

B.  E.  Sweet,  forwood  and  building  fires,  27  50 

 $351  50 


NO.  6. 

P'd  E.  L.  Sawyer,  12  w'ks  Summer  term,  $84  00 
Alice  H.  Eound,  11  w'ks  Fall  term,       88  00 
Thos.  P.  Paull,  12  w'ks  Winter  term,  129  00 
for  building  fires,  6  00 

Earl  C.  White,  for  wood,  34  71 

E.  H.  Lincoln,  building  fires  (1873),       6  00 

 $347  71 


NO.  7. 

P'd  S.  L.  Briggs,  10  w'ks  Summer  term,  $80  00 

10  w'ks  Fall  term,  80  00 

A.  E.  Austin,  12  w'ks  Winter  term,  96  00 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  wood,  14  00 

C.  L.  Briggs,  building  fires,  6  00 


-$276  00 
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NO.  8, 

Fd  A.J.Woodward,  lOw'ksSumnierterm,  $85  00 
M.  B.  Copeland,  10  w'ks  Fall  term,       90  00 
12  w'ks  Winter  term,  120  00 
Thomas  Copeland,  wood,  12  00 

Joseph  Copeland,  wood,  6  00 

Eobert  Brettun,  building  fires,  2  50 

 $315  50 

Total,  $2,659  09 


Report  of  Road  Commissioners. 


Paid  Geo.  B.  Crane,       work,  gravel,-  etc.,  $33  57 

Silas  W.  Lincoln,     "        "  55  90 

Alden  H.  Leonard,  "  <<  27  25 
W.  D.  Wetherell,     "        "      and  plank,  15139 

B.  W.  Lincoln,      plank,  (3  45 

J.  E.  Tucker,        gravel,  75 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln,  work,  59  90 

John  H.  Lincoln,         "  13  33 

D.  B.  Field  &  Son,       <<  20  07 

W.  D.  Washburn  &  Son,  work,  40  46 

J.  H.  Washburn,                "  15  37 

Edwin  Lincoln,                   "  2  00 

Arthur  &  Chas.  Bolton,       "  1  00 

Moses  O.  Lincoln,               "  51  25 

Emory  C.  Lincoln,              "  13  93 
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Theodore  Carver,  clearing  snow,  1874, 

$3 

20 

A.  Chase,  blacksmithin 

g, 

1 

25 

Roger  Hervey, 

work, 

2 

00 

J.  M,  &  0.  J.  Sweet, 

<< 

6 

00 

D.  W,  Tribou, 

50 

C.  L.  Lincoln, 

10 

93 

John  H.  White, 

a 

20 

20 

G.  W.  &  A.  P.  Smith, 

a 

15 

00 

Luke  Lothrop, 

1 

20 

Charles  Rogers, 

a 

11 

25 

Earl  C.  White, 

tt 

22 

00 

J.  G.  Lincoln, 

a 

9 

30 

Lawrence  Copeland, 

9 

75 

George  R.  Leonard, 

a 

15 

00 

H.  T.  Lincoln, 

it 

o 
O 

23 

Joseph  Copeland, 

66 

50 

82 

Sidney  Pratt, 

it 

12 

00 

F.  D.  Hunt, 

it 

2 

00 

George  C.  Crane, 

it 

6 

25 

William  Knowles, 

it 

4 

50 

Charles  Makepeace, 

66 

50 

Daniel  Crane, 

66 

50 

C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane, 

plank, 

10 

48 

Blacksmith's  bill, 

50 

C.  S.  Wetherell, 

posts  and  rails, 

6 

50 

J.  S.  Tibbetts, 

work, 

2 

45 

L.  C.  Wetherell, 

24 

65 

William  Wetherell, 

£;< 

15 

30 

C.  S.  Sweet, 

66 

11 

00 

S.  A.  Wetherell, 

6  6 

11 

20 

Oreii  E.  Walker, 

6  6 

16 

00 

C.  D.  &  0.  H.  Lane, 

6  6 

13 

00 

C.  S.  Wetherell,  300  feet  plank, 

39 

00 
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Paid  C.  S.  Wetherell,  949  hours  labor,  including 
C.  B.  &  G.  L.  Wetherell,  team,  and 


sundry  small  bills  reduced  to  hours,       $189  80 

George  H.  Arnold,  work,  27  38 

A.  D.  Lee,  "  3  80 

Ward  Eichmond,  "  7  20 

Allen  D.  Lane,  "  36  46 

William  A.  Lane,  44  88  05 

Augustus  Lane,  44  48  50 

S.  L.  Lane,  44  9  60 

Herbert  Woodward,  44  9  00 

Cyril  S.  Sweet,  44  6  40 

Daniel  C.  Lane,  44  3  60 

Thomas  Plunkett,  44  5  25 

Edward  N*.  Fisher,  44  10  00 

C.  Aldrich,  44  1  00 

J.  Edgar  Skinner,  44  2  00 

Edgar  Freeman,  44  4  00 

John  H.  Smith,  44  10  00 

Joseph  Brady,  44  85 

C.  D.  &  O.  H.  Lane,  44  11  57 

J.  S.  Wood,  44  3  00 

Thomas  Gaffney,  44  22  75 

C.  Frank  Sweet,  44  5  00 

Thomas  P.  Card,  44  6  00 

Julius  Skinner,  44  2  25 

M.  B.  Allen,  4  4  50 

James  M.  Sweet,  44  25  65 

E.  Francis,  44  1  70 

John  U.  Hardin,  44  8  40 

Theodore  Carver,  44  17  22 

E.  D.  Keith,  44  23  80 

Charles  Rogers,  44  70 

L.  Bruce,  44  4  80 
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/ •        T      O  ,.,4. 

Utis  J.  bweet, 

work, 

dl>  A     Q  A 

$4  oO 

JJaniel  0.  Cobb, 

A     1  A 

4  1U 

J.  S.  Thompson, 

OA    K  /I 

zU  04 

William  T.  Carpenter, 

U  bU 

Moses  Hunt, 

ol  yo 

J.  J^ucas, 

n  A 

Jo  *U 

ii/arl  w .  otone, 

4o 

Wheaton  Wheeler, 

1  OA 
1  ZU 

Hiram  S.  Freeman, 

yl  AA 

4  UU 

-t^ari  \j.  vvnixe, 

1  &  Ofk 
10  uu 

M.  0.  Lane, 

S  AA 

A.  Caswell, 

1  A  OO 

1U  00 

George  Freeman, 

1  A  A/f 

14  U4 

Loren  B.  Willis, 

£  AA 

James  Galligan, 

(  ( 

0  o4 

vv  .  0 .  Dui  ton, 

a  fin 
4  uu 

C  U_bnen, 

yl  AA 

4  UU 

W .  D.  Wetnerell, 

00  71 

William  Knowles, 

e  AA 
0  UU 

Alfred  Barker, 

10    £  A 

lo  o4 

D.  K.  Carpenter, 

spikes, 

0  H7 
Z    U  < 

Seneca  Lincoln, 

work, 

Ol  Q1 

zi  yi 

Alex.  Foster, 

0 

Z  oU 

WI  1  1  I  1  O  Y11      1   111  11 11 

VV  lllldin  .L/Ullll, 

John  Smith, 

O  QC 
Z  OO 

C  -D.  Morton, 

£  r7A 
0   t  U 

K.  Mall, 

1    /<  0 
4  4z 

P.  Cosgrove, 

Z  OO 

Mr.  Woodmancy, 

OA 

yu 

Asa  Holmes, 

4  66 

Eddy  Lincoln, 

9  24 

George  Reed, 

3  73 

John  Lovejoy, 

1  20 

Oliver  Titus, 

a 

6  00 
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Mrs.  T.  Tripp, 

gravel, 

$1  00 

Henry  E.  Day, 

work, 

10  70 

John  Jori^ors, 

DO  " 

1  60 

J.  Stephen  Wood, 

44  44 

J.  Stephen  Wood, 

i  6 

189  21 

ft  2  008  48 

Amount  Expended  on  Road  fkom  the 

Depot  to  J.  R. 

Rogerson's 

Stoke. 

Paid  J.  Lucas, 

work, 

$20  19 

E.  D.  Keith, 

Moses  Hunt, 

21  ^0 

M.  0.  Lane. 

7  00 

L.  B.  Willis, 

6  6 

1  9  00 

\-£i  \J\J 

T.  Tripp, 

gravel, 

3  64 

E.  C.  White, 

work, 

20  05 

John  D.  Harden, 

1  00 

X  \J\J 

Eli  Wood, 

3  04 

George  R.  Leonard, 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

i  6 

5  95 

Moses  Lincoln, 

i  i 

9  12 

«7      A.  iJ 

L.  E.  Francis, 

gravel, 

9  79 

W.  T.  Carpenter, 

work, 

1  O  97 

William  Knowles, 

£  50 

Charles  Rogers, 

i  < 

1  53 

Mrs.  N.  Smith, 

gravel, 

1  08 

William  Dunn, 

work, 

6  48 

George  Reed, 

<  i 

1  33 

James  Gallagan, 

10  46 

J.  S.  Wood, 

114  43 

$333  94 
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W.  D.  Wetherell,  expended  as  Road  Commissioner,  $700  00 
C,  S.  Wetherell,         "        "  "  664  04 

J.  Stephen  Wood,       "        <<  "  973  38 


Total,  $2,337  42 

The  Snow  Bills  have  not  been  paid,  no  appropriation 
having  been  made  for  that  purpose. 


Expenses  of  Poor  Belonging  out  of  Town. 


Paid  B.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance,  H.  G. 

Leonard  and  family,  $10  00 
medical  attendance,  John  F. 

Hogan's  child,  3  00 
medical   attendance,  Alex. 

Washburn,  wife  and  children,  8  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  J.  F.  Hogan,  43  42 

Sally  Woodward,  house  rent,          "  22  50 

A.  A.  Woodwa.d,  groceries,          tk  45  17 

D.  K.  Carpenter,        «         A.  Washburn,  3  10 

Sally  Woodward,  house  rent,  J.  F.  Hogan,  2  25 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  "  52  52 
Joseph  Copeland,  funeral  expenses,  and  aid 

to  family  of  D.  K.  Leonard,  26  50 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  J.  F.  Hogan,  29  83 

D.  K.  Carpenter,         "       Geo.  E.  Briggs,    3  99 

Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  J.  F.  Hogan,  10  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,             "  28  78 
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Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  J.  F.  Hogan,  $5  00 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard's 


family,  5  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,     "       J.  F.  Hogan,  15  91 

John  Kimball,  "  H.  G.  Leonard,  3  00 
J.  K.  Kogerson,  dry  goods,  D.  K.  Leonard's 

family,  11  22 

J.  F.  Hogan,  16  69 

W.  Randall,  2  90 

Eddy  Lincoln,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard,  2  00 


$350  78 


Almshouse. 

March  17,  1875.  Dr. 

To  amount  paid  out  of  Town  Treasury,  on  orders  from 


Overseers  of  the  Poor,  as  follows  : — 

Paid  John  Harvey,  cart  and  saddle,  $35  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  flour,  grain  aud  groceries,  47  80 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  "  "  "  366  59 
J.  11.  Rogerson,  boots  shoes  and  dry  goods,  67  80 
C.  D.  &  6.  H.  Lane,  meat,  69  83 
Spicer  &  Peckham,  stove,  31  50 
Eddy  Lincoln,  sawing  lumber,  4  43 
George  C.  Eliott,  scraps,  12  41 
Henry  E.  Day,  services  as  Superintendent  of 

Almshouse, „  325  00 


$960  36 
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Henry  E.  Day,  goods  furnished  Almshouse, 
bought  of  sundry  persons  as  shown  in  his 
account,  $318  67 


$1,279  03 

Or. 

By  produce,  wood,  etc.,  sold  and  proceeds  paid 

into  Town  Treasury  by  Henry  E.  Day,  $712  56 


Cash  balance  against  Almshouse,  $566  47 


Henry  E.  Day  in  account  with  the  Town  of  Norton. 

1875.  Br. 
To  order  on  Town  Treasurer  for  Three  Hundred  and 
Eighteen  T%  ($318.67)dollars,  for  bills  paid,  as  follows  : 

Rogerson  Bros.,  flour,  grain  and  groceries,  $115  60 
Theodore  Carver,  beef,  24  00 

Ruel  Robinson,  repairs,  9  63 

Henry  McLeland,  repairs,  4  35 

Paid  for  standing  grass,  25  00 

swine  scraps,  horse  shoeing,  seed 

potatoes,  repairs,  etc.,  130  09 

horse  work,  10  00 

 $318  67 

sundry  bills  paid  by  Town  Treas- 
urer, as  before  shown,  960  36 


Total  am't  paid  out  on  account  of  Almshouse,  $1,279  03 
Paid  for  19  cords  wood  cut  last  year,  and  basket 

stuff  for  market,  94  00 


$1,373  03 
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1875.  Or. 
By  am't  rec'd  for  work  on  highway,  $10  70 

potatoes  and  poultry  sold 

Kogerson  Brothers,         42  83 
potatoes  sold  to  sundry 

persons,  150  00 

pumpkins  sold  to  sundry 

persons,                        16  00 
calf,                               10  22 
poultry,                          35  60 
2641  lbs.  butter,            108  10 
eggs,  poultry  and  mead- 
ow hay;                        30  48 
income  from  pigs,            55  50 
keeping  H.  E.Day's  horse,  40  00 
job  work,  J.  E.  Kogerson 
and  others,                    30  00 
Produce  of  farm  and  work,   $529  43 

By  am't  rec'd  for  19  cords  wood  and  sawing,  $134  07 
basket  stuff,  25  31 

old  rails,  13  75 

kindling  wood  and  fitting,   10  00 

Income  from  wood  and  work,    $183  13 


$712  56 


By  carting  and  drawing  from  woods,  15 

cords  market  wood,  15  00 

sawing  and  splitting  12  cords  market 

wood,  now  on  hand,  25  00 

carting  5  cords  market  shack  wood  for 
poor  out  of  Almshouse  and  Town 
Hall,  10  00 
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going  with  hearse  to  20  funerals, 
lodging  and  feeding  195  tramps, 


$30  00 
117  50 


Work  which  H.  E.  Day  did  not  receive  cash  for,    $197  50 


The  farm,  stock,  and  farming  implements,  and  household 
furniture  are  about  the  same  in  value  as  last  year,  additions 
having  been  made  that  will  cover  the  wear  and  tear. 

There  are  now  on  hand  12  cords  of  seasoned  wood,  sawed 
and  split,  ready  for  market,  at  $6  00,  $72  00  ;  and  15  cords 
of  green  wood,  cut  and  drawn  to  the  road,  ready  for  mar- 
ket, $60  00  ;  estimated  value,  $132  00. 

The  number  of  adults  at  the  Almshouse,  at  this  date  is 
six,  and  two  children ;  average  for  the  year  equal  to  five 
adults ;  expense  per  head  for  the  year,  including  board 
and  clothing,  $92  59|.  Last  year  the  average  number 
was  2^  adults  ;  expense  per  head,  $100  64|.  Showing 
that  although  the  total  expense  of  supporting  the  poor  at 
the  Almshouse  is  greater  than  last  year,  the  expense  per 
head  is  $8  05  less.    This  is  exclusive  of  rent  of  farm. 


Balance  against  Almshouse, 


462  97 


$1,373  03 
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Poor  out  of  Almshouse. 

Paid  Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  med.  attendance,  Lucinda 


Smith,  $1  50 

Town  of  Foxboro,  aid  to  Briggs'  family,  37  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  J.  Brown's  "  14  02 

B.  Hunt,  23  65 

Joseph  Copeland,  aid,  G.  Quindly,  10  00 

City  of  Chelsea,  aid,  Laban  Smith's  family,  28  50 

B.  C.  Wetherell,  aid,  B.  Hunt,  12  19 

Joel  S.  Drake,  aid,  James  White,  35  00 

Town  of  Foxboro,  aid,  Briggs   family,  49  68 
Raynham,  aid,  W.  Woodward  and 

E.  Jane  Reed,  188  56 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  aid,  B.  Hunt,  5  96 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheaton,  aid,  Mrs.  Brown,  4  03 

R.  P.  Hodges,  house  rent,  M.  Wheeler,  2.  62 

Horatio  Bates,  aid,  B.  Hunt,  3  20 

Samuel  Hodges,  66           "  5  00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  aid,  Mrs.  Brown,  1  40 

J.  Stephen  Wood, "  "  18  50 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital ,  board ,  Mary  Brady  ,191  25 

Treasurer  State  Reform  School,  Westboro,  f 

board,  Wm.  P.  Magee,  26  00 


$658  06 


State  Aid. 

Paid  State  Aid  to  sundry  persons  up  to  Jan.  1, 1874,   $556  00 
D.W.  Tribou,  Jan.  andFeb.  1875,     12  00 
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Town  Officers. 

Paid  C.  B.  Wetherell,  warning  town  meetings,  $6  00 
John  M.  Field,  services  as  School  Committee,  5  00 
B.  M.  Round,  3  mo.s'  services,  town  physician,  37  50 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  services  as  Selectman,  As- 
sessor, and  Overseer  of  Poor,  125  00 
George  R.  Perry,  services  as  Selectman, 

Assessor,  and  Overseer  of  Poor,  125  00 

Joseph  Copeland,  services  as  Selectman,  As- 
sessor, and  Overseer  of  Poor,  125  00 

B.  M.  Round,  3  mo.s'  services,  town  physician,  37  50 

3    "         "        "  "        37  50 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  warning  town  meetings,  6  00 
Lloyd  E.  White,  services,  School  Committee,  45  00 
B.  E.  Sweet,  "  "  <<  45  00 
Austin  Messinger,  services,  Town  Treasurer,    40  00 

recording  27  births,  13  50 

16  marriages,  2  40 

27  deaths,  7  15 

express,  postage  stationery,  4  75 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collecting  taxes,  41  35 

$703  65 
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Incidental  Expenses. 


Paid  J.  E.  Wilbur,  abstracts  of  deeds,  $2  00 

Bennett  &  Fuller,  advice,  2  00 

George  H.  Storer,  care  Town  Hall,  1873,  5  00 

Earl  C.  White,  abatement  taxes,  1873,  6  96 

George  Marston,  advice,  5  00 

Republican  Steam  Printing  Rooms,  printing,  1  50 

C.  A.  Hack  &  Son,  printing  reports,  £5  25 
Charles  Haggerty,  repairs  on  Town  Hall,  7  87 
George  White ,  "  <  <  <  <  5  00 
Geo.  B.  Crane,  services  as  one  of  Committee 

to  settle  with  Wading  River  Reservoir  Co.,  6  50 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  oil  and  chimnies,  Town  Hall,  73 
Geo.  H.  Storer,  care  Town  Hall,  and  tolling  bell,  5  00 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  paying  sundry  small  bills,  11  78 

car  fare,  expenses,  postage,  etc. ,  24  75 

Taunton  Nat'l  Bank,  int.  on  borrowed  money,  11  96 

"                    "  9  04 

Republican  Steam  Printing  Rooms,  printing,  1  50 


$151  84 


School  Incidentals. 

Paid  H.  A.  Dickerman,  books  furnished  schools,  $137  88 
John  R.  Rogerson,  books  furnished  needy 

children,  3  70 


$141  58 
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Repairs  on  School-houses. 


Paid  Gr.  W.  Jennings,  repairs,          No.  1, 

$12  12 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  pail  and  dipper,  No.  1 

47 

J.  0.  Messinger,  repairs,    Nos.  1  and  2,           2  25 

Henry  Hunt,           "             No.  1, 

2  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  broom,       No.  2, 

45 

Oren  E.  Walker,  repairs,       No.  2, 

5  00 

John  M.  Field,        <<           No.  3, 

1  00 

Augustus  Lane,       "           No.  4, 

18  94 

A.  A.  Woodward,  chalk,  brooms,  etc.,  No.  4,    1  10 

Augustus  Lane,  repairs, 

No.  4,    1  65 

B.  E.  Sweet, 

No.  5,    5  12 

D.  K. Carpenter,  broom,  pail,  dipper,  etc.,  No.  6,  87 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  repairs, 

No.  7,    3  00 

Joseph  Copeland,  " 

No.  8,  500  58 

James  T.  Bassett, 

No.  8,     5  40 

$559  95 

Recapitulation. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools, 

$2,659  09 

poor  out  of  town, 

350  78 

poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

658  06 

roads  and  bridges, 

2,337  42 

incidental  expenses, 

151  84 

school  incidentals, 

141  58 

state  aid, 

568  00 

town  officers, 

703  65 

repairs  of  school-houses, 

559  95 

Money  due  from  the  Town  Treasury  on  account 

of  Almshouse, 

1,279  03 

$9,409  40 
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Appropriations. 


For  roads  and  bridges,  $2,800  00 

schools,  2,000  00 

repairs  of  school-houses,  300  00 

poor,  and  incidental  expenses,  L,000  00 

state  tax,  1,300  00 

county  tax,  1,122  57 


$8,022  57 

JOHN  R.  ROGERSON, 
GEORGE  R.  PERRY, 
JOSEPH  COPELAND, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  17,  1875. 


Treasurer's  Report. 


Cash  in  Treasury  March  17,  1874,  $845  55 

Received  of  City  of  Taunton,  124  37 

for  rent  of  Town  Hall,  1873-4,  18  00 

1874-5,  18  00 

of  Wading  River  Reservoir  Co.,  1,000  00 

of  Town  of  Rehoboth,  37  00 

of  Town  of  Easton,  257  04 

of  State  Treasurer,  for  State  paupers,      328  86 

Corporation  tax,  144  50 
Nat'l  Bank  tax,  751.  40 
State  Aid,  448  00 
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Received  of  State  Treasurer,  for  School  Fund,  270  00 

of  County  Treasurer,  dog  fund,  272  21 

of  Selectmen  for  State  aid  returned,  17  60 

for  income  from  Town  Farm,  712  56 

of  Henry  Hunt,  sale  of  powder  house,  8  00 
of  J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector,  1874,    6,850  00 
interest  on  taxes,       7  91 

$12,111  09 

Contra. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,  $9,409  40 

State  tax,  1,300  00 

discount  on  taxes,  538  52 

abatement  of  taxes,  105  44 

cash  in  Treasury  March  17,  1875,  757  73 

$12,111  09 

AUSTIN  ME S SINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 
Norton,  March  17,  1875. 


Auditing  Committee's  Report. 

0 

Town  of  Norton  in  account  with  sundry  pei^sons  : 
March  17,  1875.  Br. 

Amount  due  for  schools,  $774  54 

To  balance  on  account,  1,576  44 

$2,350  98 


By  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer, 

Taxes  in  hands  of  J.  S.  Wood,  collector, 
amount  due  from  City  of  Taunton, 


$757  73 
299  07 
270  38 
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By  amount  due  from  Town  of  Easton,  $12  90 

Rehoboth,  40  00 

Mansfield,  15  00 

for  State  aid,  556  00 

pauper,  10  00 

from  Town  of  Medford,  95  92 
for  support  of  Lucinda  Smith, 

before  going  to  Almshouse,  293  98 


$2,350  98 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Town,  $1,576  44 


The  bills  for  clearing  the  roads  of  snow  in  March  have 
not  been  paid. 

The  Auditing  Committee  have  examined  the  boojka  of  the 
Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept  and 
supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

AUGUSTUS  LANE, 
EARL  C.  WHITE, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 

Auditing  Committee. 


Table  of  Aggregates. 

Total  number  of  polls,  432. 
44   value  of  real  estate, 
"       4 4       personal  estate, 
44  valuation, 
Rate  of  taxation,  $9.60  on  $1,000.00. 
Number  of  dwelling-houses, 
44  horses, 
44  cows, 
44  sheep, 
44         acres  of  land  taxed, 


$605,825  00 
165,805  00 
771,630  00 

336 
223 
287 
88 

17,204 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOE  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1875. 


REPORT. 

i 


The  School  Committee  of  Norton  herewith  present 
their  Annual  Report,  for  the  year  ending  April  1st, 
1875. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  your  Committee 
organized  as  follows,  viz:  Chairman,  Augustus  Lane ; 
Visiting  Committee,  Benj.  E.  Sweet  and  Lloyd  E. 
White ;  Examining  Committee,  B.  E.  Sweet,  Alice  C. 
Lane,  J.  M.  Field,  and  L.  E.  White. 

The  length  of  the  several  schools,  wages  of  teachers, 
incidental  expenses,  attendance  of  scholars,  and  like 
statements,  may  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the 
table  of  statistics  hereto  annexed. 

READING-BOOKS  AND  READING. 

Well  aware  that  no  change  in  text  books  is  condu- 
cive to  the  popularity  of  any  Committee,  it  was  only 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  that  your  Committee  took 
into  consideration  in  making  the  change  from  Wilson  s 
Readers  to  Monroe's.  Whatever  may  be  said  of 
Wilson's  Readers,  as  text  books  for  the  natural  sci- 
ences, pupils  made  no  advancement  in  reading,  while 
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floundering  in  scientific  and  technical  terminology, 
which  they  neither  understood,  nor  could  understand 
without  a  knowledge  of  Greek,  which  is  hardly  ex- 
pected, in  our  schools,  either  with  teacher  or  scholar. 
And  the  question  immediately  presented  itself,  "  How 
can  pupils  present  the  thoughts  and  ideas  of  others, 
which  they  do  not  understand  themselves  V  We 
thought  it  an  impossibility,  and  in  answering  this 
question  practically,  changed  for  a  reader  whose  sim- 
plicity, attractiveness,  and  perfection  have  brought  up 
the  standard  of  reading  throughout  our  schools,  and 
fully  answered  our  expectations. 

SCHOOL  APPARATUS. 

No  additions  in  this  department  have  been  made 
during  ^the  year,  except  three  dictionaries,  supplied 
for  teachers'  desks  which  were  found  to  be  without 
them. 

We  recommend  the  immediate  introduction  of 
globes,  and  the  subsequent  introduction,  from  time  to 
time,  of  maps  and  charts.  We  hold  that  maps  and 
globes  are  just  as  necessary  to  the  proper  teaching  of 
geography  as  blackboards  and  crayons  are  to  arithme- 
tic. The  imagination  of  young  pupils  is  so  deficient 
that  you  can  only  represent  a  spherical  body  to  them 
by  a  sphere.  And  we  are  confident  that  much  of  the 
ignorance  that  is  exhibited  in  regard  to  latitude,  lon- 
gitude, zones  and  the  relative  position  of  countries  to 
one  another,  is  due  to  the  imperfect  method  of  teach- 
ing this  branch.    Hence  our  recommendation. 
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SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

The  whole  amount  appropriated  for  the  repair  of 
school-houses,  and  more,  has  been  expended  on  the 
building  in  District  No.  8,  which  has  been  thoroughly 
remodeled  at  a  cost  somewhat  exceeding  $500.  The 
house  in  District  No.  5  next  needs  attention,  and  $600, 
at  least,  should  be  appropriated  for  the  repair  of 
school-houses  the  coming  year.  It  is  better,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  to  thoroughly  repair  one 
building  each  year,  till  all  shall  be  in  good  condition, 
than  to  make  slight  repairs  on  all,  thus  putting  off  the 
day  of  thorough  repairs  to  a  date  when  two  dollars 
will  not  go  as  far  as  one  will  at  the  present  time.  In 
other  words,  we  should  act  in  regard  to  the  school 
property  in  the  same  manner  that  a  prudent  man 
would  in  respect  to  his  own.  The  buildings  in  Dis- 
tricts No.  7,  4,  and  3  need  repairs  to  a  certain  extent, 
but  should  be  postponed  to  that  in  District  No.  5,  if 
postponement  in  any  shall  be  deemed  necessary. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  attendance  of  those  scholars  connected  with 
the  schools  is  not  below  the  average  of  previous  years, 
and,  all  things  considered,  is  as  good  as  could  reason- 
ably be  expected.  Under  this  head,  therefore,  we  will 
only  call  attention  to  families  in  certain  Districts,  more 
or  less  dependent  on  the  town  for  support,  and  the 
children  connected  with  which  are  never  seen  in  the 
school-room  at  all. 
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We  know  the  General  Statutes  provide  for  enforcing 
their  attendance,  but  we  viish  some  other  method 
could  be  tried  first.  We  therefore  suggest  that  the 
Selectmen,  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  furnish  them 
apparel  in  which  they  may  not  be  ashamed  to  appear 
at  school,  and  see,  after  a  while,  even  as  a  matter  of 
dollars  and  cents,  if  it  does  not  prove  a  profitable 
investment. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

What  ought  to  be  done  here  is  a  problem,  not  yet 
solved,  and  we  only  mention  it  that  those  who  shall 
be  in  authority  the  coming  year  may  give  it  thought, 
and  be  able  to  act  thereon  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Committee.  The  attendance  of  this  school  will  not 
average  more  than  four  or  five  for  the  ensuing  year, 
unless  immigration  increase  more  than  of  late,  which 
will  make  the  cost  per  pupil  not  far  from  $60.  More- 
over, there  is  not  enough  work  to  make  a  teacher  really 
ambitious.  Can  we  pay  car  fare,  or  tuition,  or  both, 
and  send  these  scholars  elsewhere  to  a  better  advan- 
tage, and  at  a  less  cost  than  we  can  educate  them  in 
their  own  District'?  This  is  the  problem;  what  shall 
be  its  solution? 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Having  been  teachers  ourselves,  we  know  how  to 
sympathize  with  this  unfortunate  portion  of  humanity, 
and  are  always  inclined  to  judge  them  leniently. 
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We  can  picture  to  ourselves  ideal  teachers  for  the 
several  schools,  but  are  well  aware  that  in  reality  they 
are  few  and  not  often  to  be  obtained  for  eight  dollars 
per  week.  The  principal  hindrances  in  the  way  of 
securing  good  teachers  are,  a  carelessness  on  the  part 
of  the  local  Committee  in  making  their  selection,  and 
an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  public  opinion  to  per- 
mit the  Examining  Committee  to  do  their  duty.  The 
teachers  are  too  often  selected  either  through  relation- 
ship or  intimate  friendship,  without  regard  to  their 
real  worth.  They  may  be  able  to  answer  the  required 
per  cent  of  the  questions  put  to  them  at  the  exam- 
ination, but  a  single  term's  trial  proves  them  to  be 
unfit  for  imparting  what  they  know,  unfit  for  managing 
a  school,  and,  in  short,  unfit  for  anything  connected 
with  the  school -room.  Still,  if  the  Examining  Commit- 
tee should  reject  them  because  they  lack  these  qualifi- 
cations, though  they  may  be  the  most  important,  the 
Pillars  of  Hercules  would  not  be  able  to  shoulder  the 
abuse  which  would  be  heaped  upon  them.  The  Visiting 
Committee  do  not  arrogate  to  themselves  any  peculiar 
wisdom  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  but  they  simply 
say  that  the  local  Committee  ought  either  to  visit  their 
respective  schools  and  acquaint  themselves,  by  personal 
observation,  with  the  merits  and  demerits  of  their 
teachers,  or  else  pay  a  little  deference  to  the  united 
opinion  of  the  Visiting  Committee.  Hearsay  evidence 
is  no  better  in  schools  than  in  law. 

To  the  parents  we  say,  that  the  placing  of  a  teacher 
in  a  new  school,  however  good  her  success  in  other 
schools  may  have  been,  or  however  well  recommended 
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she  may  have  come,  is,  at  best,  an  experiment.  Give 
her,  therefore,  your  unqualified  co-operation ;  say 
nothing  in  derogation  of  her  merits  before  your  child- 
ren ;  visit  her  school  often,  show  her  that  you  are 
interested  and  will  hold  her  to  the  performance  of  her 
best  work  ;  and,  above  all,  judge  her  with  that  charity 
which  you  would  have  extended  to  yourselves  in  like 
circumstances. 

We  aim  at  a  more  thorough  preparation  on  the  part 
of  teachers,  a  more  careful  selection  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee,  a  more  earnest  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  parents.  With  a  combination  of  these, 
our  schools  must  prosper. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


BENJ.  E.  SWEET, 
LLOYD  E.  WHITE, 

Visiting  Committee. 
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Board  of  School  Committee. 


ALFRED  BARKER, 
OREN  WALKER, 
JOHN  M.  FIELD, 
AUGUSTUS  LANE, 


ALICE  C.  LANE, 
BENJ.  E.  SWEET, 
LLOYD  E.  WHITE, 
GEO,  E.  MAKEPEACE, 


JOSEPH  COPELAND. 


Schools  assigned  to  Visiting  Committee. 

Summer  Term,  to  B.  E.  Sweet, 
Nos.  1,  3,  5,  and  7. 

To  L.  E.  White, 
Nos.  2,  4,  6,  and  8. 

Fall  Term,  to  B.  E.  Sweet, 
Nos.  2,  5,  7,  and  8. 

To  L.  E.  White, 
Nos.  1,  3,  4,  and  6. 

Winter  Term,  to  B.  E.  Sweet, 
Nos.  1,  2,  5,  and  8. 

To  L.  E.  White, 
Nos.  3,  4,  6,  and  7. 
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The  following  are  the  names  of  the  teachers  for 
the  year  ending  April  1,  1875. 

School  No.  1. 
Summer, — Hepsa  T.  Davis. 


Winter,   }  Clara  HodSes- 


Winter,  — Hepsa  T.  Davis. 

School  No.  3. 

Summer, — Alice  C.  Lane. 
Fall,      — Annie  J.  Woodward. 
Winter,  — Ida  C.  Johnson. 

School  No.  4. 


Winter,  — Louis  C.  Southard. 
School  No.  5. 


Summer, — Eva  L.  Sawyer. 
Fall,      —Alice  H.  Eound. 
Winter,  —Thomas  P.  Paull. 


School  No.  2. 


School  No.  6. 
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School  No.  7. 


Summer,  /  0  T  .    .   ^  . 
Fall        C     ^jlzzie  ^riggs- 

Winter,  — Adelaide  E.  Austin. 
School  No.  8. 


Summer, — Annie  J.  Woodward. 
Fall, 
Winter 


|  Maynard  B.  Copeland. 


Names  of  Scholars  Perfect  in  Attendance. 


SCHOOL  No.  1. 


Summer. 

Dora  E.  Boy  n  ton. 
Edith  M.  Boynton, 


Fall.  Winter. 
Edith  M.  Boynton.    N.  Edward  Freeman. 


Summer. 
Willie  C.  Bodman. 


SCHOOL  No.  2. 

Fall. 

C.  Howard  Lane. 
Philip  C\  Pike. 


Winter. 

Hattie  A.  Wetherell. 
Willie  C.  Bodman. 
Everett  A.  Wetherell: 
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SCHOOL  No.  3. 


Summer. 


Fall. 


Winter. 


Annie  Austin. 
Helen  M.  Austin. 
Nettie  J.  Eddy. 
Nellie  F.  Smith. 
Mary  A.  Smith. 
Ida  F.  Sweet. 
Emma  A.  Sweet. 
Hattie  M.  Woodward. 
James  Coyle. 
James  McCabe. 
Henry  McCabe. 
G.  Palmer  Lincoln. 
Eddie  A.  Lincoln. 
James  Smith. 
Freddie  C.  Wood  ward 


Annie  E.  Austin. 
Helen  M.  Austin. 
Mary  A.  Smith. 
Nellie  F.  Smith. 
Julia  A.  Smith. 
Hattie  M.Woodward. 
James  Coyle. 
Thomas  Coyle. 
George  F.  Hogan. 
Charlie  Lincoln. 
Edwin  Lincoln. 
Palmer  Lincoln. 
Freddie  C.Woodward 


Mary  A.  Smith. 
Nellie  F.  Smith. 
Hattie  M.  Woodward. 
G.  Palmer  Lincoln. 
James  McCabe. 
Henry  H.  Smith. 
Willie  E.  Willis. 
Fred.  C.  Woodward. 


SCHOOL  No.  4. 


Summer. 
Dwight  F.  Lane. 


Fall. 

Dwight  F.  Lane. 
Elmer  E.  Lane. 
Walter  H.  Lane. 
Lizzie  A.  Chase. 
Rosa  O'Brien. 


Winter. 
Dwight  F.  Lane 
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Summer. 

George  S.  Wood. 
Willie  O.  Fobes. 


SCHOOL  No.' 5. 
Fall. 

Olive  I.  Burt. 
Myrtie  S.  Bruce. 
Lyllian  G.  Bruce. 
Violetta  Coville. 
N.  Vina  Cob'bett. 
Annie  L.  Smith. 
Elmer  G.  Bruce. 
Freddie  C.  Bassett. 
Willie  O.  Fobes. 
Oscar  D.  Smith. 
Abbott  S.  Smith. 


Winter. 

Letta  Coville. 
Lizzie  A.  Smith. 
Sabin  W.  Cobbett 
Willie  O.  Fobes. 
W.  Clifford  Smith, 
S.  Abbott  Smith. 
George  E.  Smith, 
George  S.  Wood. 


Summer. 

Olive  I.  Burt. 
Jennie  M.  Lothrop. 


SCHOOL  No.  6. 
Fall. 

Hattie  L.  Blandin.  None. 
Jennie  M.  Lothrop. 


Winter. 


Summer. 


SCHOOL  No.  7, 
Fall. 


Clara  E.  Briggs.       Clara  E.  Briggs. 
Flora  E.  Padelford.   Flora  E.  Padelford. 
Charlie  L.  Briggs.     Charlie  L.  Briggs. 

Allen  E.  Padelford. 


Winter. 

Carrie  E.  Crane. 
Flora  E.  Padelford. 


Summer. 

Hattie  M.  Brettun. 
Ella  M.  Lincoln. 
Belle  E.  Lincoln. 


SCHOOL  No.  8. 
Fall. 

Bertha  Herve}^. 
Lena  M.  Lincoln. 
Emma  Leonard. 
Lyra  Leonard. 
Johnnie  Lincoln. 


Winter. 

Ella  M.  Lincoln. 
Belle  E.  Lincoln. 
Hattie  M.  Brettun. 
Johnnie  F.  Lincoln. 
Channine  Brettun. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 
JSTo.  1. 

Paid  Clara  Hodges,  10  weeks,  Summer 

term,  $90  00 

L.  C.  Southard,  10  weeks,  Fall 

term,  90  00 

L.  C.  Southard,  4  weeks,  Winter 

term,  44  00 

L.  C.  Southard,  4  weeks,  Winter 

term,  44  00 

L.  C.  Southard,  5  weeks,  Winter 

term,  55  00 

Alfred  Barker,  for  wood,  31  75 

"  "         building  tires,     6  00 


JSTo.  2. 

Paid  Hepsa  T.  Davis,  10  weeks,  Sum- 
mer term,  $100  00 
M.  A.  Brown,  6^  weeks,  Fall 
.  term,  63  00 
Hepsa  T.  Davis,  4^   days,  Fall 

term,  9  00 

S.  Amelia  Sweet,  13f  weeki,  Win- 
ter term,  136  00 


$360 
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Paid  Oren  E.  Walker,  for  wood,  24  00 

44  44  building  fires 

Winter,  1875,  6  50 

Hemy  E.  Walker,  building  fires 

Winter,  1876,  6  80 


No.  3. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  11  weeks, 

Summer  term,  $110  00 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  11  weeks, 

Fall  term,  110  00 

H.   Lizzie   Leonard,  13  weeks 

Winter  term,  117  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  for  wood,         26  50 

44  44        building  fires,      6  50 


No.  4. 

Paid  Chas.  A.  Lane,  9  weeks,  Sum- 
mer term,  $99  00 
Chas.  A.  Lane,  11  weeks,  Fall 

term,  121  00 

Chas.  A.  Lane,  13  weeks,  Win- 
ter term,  143  00 
A.  D.  and  A.  Lane,  for  wood,      22  00 
44           4  4           4  4       4  4  6  00 
S.  E.  Lane,  for  building  fires,         7  80 


No.  5. 

Paid  Isaac   W.  Wilcox,   10  weeks, 

Summer  term,  $90  00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  5  weeks,  Fall 

term,  45  00 


$345  30 


$370  00 


$398  80 
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Paid  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  6  weeks,  Fall 


term, 

54 

00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  12  weeks,  Win- 

ter term 

144 

00 

Wm.  W.  Smith,  for  wood, 

16 

00 

C*,    Smith    for*  hi  nidi  no*  firps 

5 

00 

JVo.  6. 

Paid  Hattie  B.  Simmons,  10  weeks, 

S ii  mm  or  torm 

$70  00 

ITflttip,  T£    Simmons     1 1  wppks 

Fall  term, 

88 

00 

Samuel  H.  Richmond,  4  weeks, 

Winter  term, 

40 

00 

Samuel  H.  Richmond,  8  weeks, 

Winter  term, 

80 

00 

Earl  C.  White,  for  wood, 

23 

00 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln,  for  build- 

ing fires, 

6 

00 

1354  00 


  $307 

]\To.  7. 

Paid  Lloyd  E.  White,  tuition  and 
books  furnished  scholars, Sum- 
term,  $11  67 

City  of  Taunton,  tuition  of  schol- 
ars, Fall  term,  12  00 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  12  weeks, 

Winter  term,  i08  00 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  for  wood,     12  50 

Chas.  L.  Briggs,  for  building 

fires,  6  00 
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.No.  8. 

Paid  Lizzie  N.  Bray  ton,  10  weeks, 

Summer  term,  $80  00 

Clara  M.  Crowley,  10  weeks, 

Fall  term,  80  00 

Myra  M.  Holmes,  13  weeks, Win- 
ter term,  130  00 
Thos.  Copeland,  for  wood,  17  50 
Jos.  Copeland,  for  wood,  5  50 
Robert Bvetton, for buildingfires,      6  50 

  $319  50 

Total,  $2,605  52 


110 ADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Appropriation,  $2,500  00 

District  No.  1,  Alfred  Barker ,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $369  65 

Paid  R.  P.  Hodges  for  work,  $67  70 

Joseph  Fitzgerald,  work,  49  30 

A.  Caswell  for  work,  7  20 

J.  A.  Leonard  for  work,  10  50 

D.  F.  Porter  for  work,  44  30 
Wheaton  Wheeler  for  work,  1  65 

E.  C.  White,  for  work,  3  80 
A.  Barker  for  work,  160  10 
Mrs.  Tripp  for  gravel,  18  35 
William  Capen  for  gravel,  3  71 
L.  B.  Willis  for  gravel,  2  25 
Mrs.  Smith  for  gravel,  2  10 
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Paid  Moses  Lincoln  for  gravel,  $  65 

A.  Barker  for  gravel  3  40 

A.  Barker  for  sharpening  picks,  86 

  $383  87 

Exceeded  appropriation,  14  22 

Of  the  above,  $9.20  was  expended  on  the  road  near  the 
house  of  J.  A.  Leonard's,  washed  out  by  the  reservoir. 

District  JSTo.  2y  Caleb  S.  Wetherell,  Suweyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $515  08 


Paid  Edmond  Briggs,  for  work, 

OA 

uu 

Hiram  S.  Freeman,  44 

ol 

Alvares  Caswell,  44 

O 

J5 

uu 

George  Freeman,  44 
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tt  1111am  Jrieeman, 
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00 
uu 

Henry  Codding,  44 

bo 

A  f\ 

vv  imam  vv  eineien, 

OO 

o* 

Henry  Freeman,  44 

26 

25 

George  B.  Shaw,  44 

4 

00 

Stillman  A.  Wetherell,  44 

32 

85 

George  Leonard,  44 

7 

50 

C.  H.  Stockwell, 

8 

80 

David  Pry  or,               4  4 

8 

30 

CD.  Lane,  for  oxen, 

7 

80 

sleepers, 

5 

00 

Walter  Leonard,  for  work, 

20 

00 

Horace  Leonard,  44 

3 

80 

James  Keenan,  44 

3 

00 

Joseph  Tibbetts,  44 

1 

00 

C.  S.  Wetherell,  for  plank, 

3 

00 

4  4           4  4           4  4  spikes, 

2 

00 

Geo.  L.  and  C.  S.  Wetherell, 

for 

gravel, 

9 

00 

8 


Paid  C.  S.  Wetherell  and  hired  man, 
and  sundry  bills  paid  different 
persons,  etc.,  $206  00 

  $518  14 

Exceeded  appropriations,  $3  06 

District  JSTo.  3,  George  F.  Woodward,  Surveyor, 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $285  24 

Paid  Geo.  B.  Crane,  for  work  and 


gravel, 

$30 

00 

Arthur  Robinson,  for  work, 

18 

02 

L.  E.  Willis, 

i  < 

17 

53 

W.  Willis, 

4  4 

17 

17 

C.  B.  Horton, 

4  4 

5 

25 

G.  F.  Woodward, 

<  4 

37 

12 

P.  Cosgrove, 

4  4 

'  9 

52 

0.  Gaffney, 

4  4 

9 

65 

D.  Gallagan, 

4  4 

9 

60 

Patrick  Smith, 

4  i 

3 

23 

P.  Smith, 

(  4 

3 

23 

B.  Coyle, 

44 

5 

10 

S.  Lincoln, 

t  4 

6 

00 

J.  Woodward,  for 

gravel, 

6 

54 

Patrick  Cosgrove, 

9 

92 

R,  H.  Hall, 

4  4 

6 

09 

J.  H.  Smith, 

4  4 

4 

14 

P.  Smith, 

4  4 

1 

35 

A.  Jackson, 

4  4 

1 

50 

H.  Woodward, 

work, 

9 

04 

R.  H.  Hall, 

44 

17 

32 

P.  Cosgrove, 

4  4 

16 

32 

G.  F.  Woodward, 

4  4 

32 

40 

$286  06 


Exceeded  appropriation, 


82 


9 


District  JNb.  4,  Wm.  A.  Lane,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $381  75 


Geo.  H.  Arnold, 

$57 

r"  r> 

(0 

C.  H.  Atward, 

11 

00 

M.  B.  Allen, 

8 

40 

Jas.  S.  Card, 

11 

40 

Otis  B.  Crossman, 

5 

40 

Edgar  A.  Freeman, 

35 

65 

Augustus  Lane, 

65 

04 

Allen  D.  Lane, 

16 

38 

Wm.  A.  Lane, 

90 

63 

h.  L.  Lane, 

11 

20 

U.  b.  Parnienter, 

2 

88 

Alvin  D.  Lee, 

1 

60 

J.N.  Tibbetts, 

10 

00 

Ward  Richmond, 

11 

40 

Geo.  H.  Richmond, 

17 

80 

Albert  W.  Tucker, 

3 

80 

C.  S.  and  C.  F.  Sweet, 

23 

47 

Wm.  H.  Lane, 

2 

40 

David  C.  Lane, 

45 

$381  68 


Unexpended,  07 
District  2{o.  5,  J.  Stephen  Wood,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $180  20* 

Paid  T.  &  T.  C.  Carver,  for  work,  $7  00 

gravel,  5  00 

John  D.  Hardon,  "  1  50 

work,  11  16 

Moses  Hunt,  ««  10  55 

J.  M.  &  O.  J.  Sweet,   <<  20  08 

O.  Sweet,  "  8  00 
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Paid  W.  Carpenter,             44  7  25 

Daniel  S.  Cobb  &  Son,  44  14  87 

Henry  &  Chas.  Fobes,  44  2  50 

Charles  Rogers.            "  12  42 

J.  D.  Sweet,  35 

J.  S.  Wood,  60  62 


163  00 


Unexpended,  •  $17  20 

District  No.  6,  Earl  C.   White,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $191  27 

Paid  Earl  C.  White,  for  work,  $86  12 

plank,  10  56 

44           44          gravel,  7  44 

Eddy  Lincoln,  for  sleepers,  2  55 

Dauphin  K.  Carpenter  for.  spikes,  45 

Moses  Lincoln,  for  gravel,  8  44 

J.  L.  Newcomb,       44  12 

Geo.  and  Alvin  Smith,  for  work,  42  00 

Everett  R.  Leonard,  for  work,  19  60 

A.  J.  Lothrop,                44  9  00 

Alex.  Washburn,            44  1  50 

Perez  Foster,                  44  7  50 

Benj.  Williams,              44  3  00 

Luke  Lothrop,  44  3  20 

  $202  48 

Exceeded  appropriation,  $11  21 
District  JVo.  7,  Elbridge  D.  Keith,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $305  64 

Paid  Willis  Willis,  for  work,  $3  40 

Henry  B.  Crane,         44  4  00 

Otis  L.  Keith,            44  18  00 

Samuel  A.  Draper,     44  16  00 
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Paid  Martin  L.  Keith,  for 

work, 

$8 

.22 

Daniel  O'Brien, 

6 

00 

J.  H.  Blandin, 

9 

50 

H.  B.  Blandin, 

i  t 

9 

50 

John  C.  Crane, 

14 

00 

Frank  D.  Hunt, 

i  & 

20 

00 

George  B.  Crane, 

4 

00 

D.  P.  Makepeace, 

2 

00 

David  Waterman, 

2 

50 

Alden  Leonard, 

t  i 

6 

13 

George  B.  Crane,  posts, 

50 

Geo.  B.  Crane,  for  gravel, 

2 

00 

Chas.  Woodward, 

3 

68 

Moses  Lincoln, 

3 

00 

Martin  L.  Keith, 

9 

48 

Alden   Leonard,    for   posts  and 

hoards,  95 
Elbridge  D.  Keith,  for  work,  112  74 
Eddy  Lincoln,  for  plank,  36  24 

"  4 4  sleepers,  12  00 

"  spikes,  2  40 


$305  64 


District  JVo.  8,  W.  D.  Wetkerell,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $217  17 

Paid  Sumner  W.  Lincoln,  for  work 

and  plank,  $33  83 

Silas  W.  Lincoln,  for  work  and 

plank,  .  26  29 

Moses  O.  Lincoln,  for  work,  21  32 

E.  C.  Lincoln,           "  14  50 

C.  L.  Lincoln.            "  8  00 

Jesse  Lincoln,            44  7  00 

H.  T.  Lincoln,           44  2  75 
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J.  H.  Lincoln,  for  work, 

$o 

aa 
UU 

U.  ana  ±L<.  JLmcoln,  " 

1 

1 0 

vjr.  xi.  l^eonara,  k 

1  0 

UU 

J .  ±1.  jLeonara,  " 

o 

8 

75 

J.  w.  ijroairey,  44 

r 
0 

i  0 

Everett  Lothrop,  " 

j 

4 

ft  1 

yl 

T                   1         1  / 

J.  Copeland,  44 

10 

50 

W .  D.  Wetherell,  for  work  ana 

sleepers, 

do 

A  A 
UU 

A.  H.  Leonard,  for  gravel, 

r 

0 

o5 

JL>.  ±5.  Wneaton  " 

4 

UU 

11.  A.  oc  VV .  hi.  Wasnburn,  work, 

1  o 
lo 

A  A 

UU 

A.  J.  Lothrop  for  work, 

1 

r*  k 

6o 

u.  13.  neia,  ** 

1  A 
1U 

^A 
OU 

J.  H.  White, 

6 

50 

Lawrence  Copeland, 

3 

50 

in  W.  D.  Wetherell's  hands  to 

pay  for  plank, 

20 

32 

$217  17 


Total,  $2,512  04 

Paid  J.  Stephen  Wood  for  repairs  on  road  and 
building  bridge  near  almshouse,  paid  by 
Reservoir  Co.,  $83  84 


EXPENSES  OF  POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF 

TOWN. 

Paid  Geo.  L.  Kimball,  groceries,  Mrs.  C.  C. 

Hervey,  $20  00 

Paid  J.  S.  Wood,  wood,  W.  Randall,  5  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  J.  F.  Hogan,      23  96 
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Paid  Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  J.  F.  Ho- 
gan, 10  00 
A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  J.  F.  Hogan,  28  71 
«                 "                 "           «<  37  62 
Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  J.  F. Hogan,  7  50 
A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  J.  F.  Hogan,  56  83 
"                "                "           ««  40  87 
Dauphin   K.    Carpenter,    groceries,  W. 

Randall,                 •  10  00 
Dauphin   K.    Carpenter,    groceries,  W. 

Randall,  25  00 
Wm.  G.  Allen,  M.  D.,  surgical  attendance, 

Elsie  Randall,  15  00 

S.  L.  Lane,  aid  to  Didana  Manter,  4  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  J  F.  Hogan,  7  50 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,          "  34  36 

S.  L.  Lane,  aid  to  Didana  Manter,  5  50 

Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  J.  F.  Hogan,  7  50 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  J.  F.  Hogan,  23  91 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  dry  goods,  J.  F.  Hogan,  9  23 

W.  Randall,  1  75 


$374  24 


ALMSHOUSE. 

Dr. 

Paid  Dauphin  .K.  Carpenter,  flour,  grain  and 


groceries,  $160  74 

Rogerson  Bros.,  do.,  73  78 

Dauphin  K.  Carpenter,  do.,  171  71 

David  H.  Richmond,  prints,  6  22 
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Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  boots,  shoes  and  dry  goods,  65  58 


Charles  H.  Smith,  labor  on  barn, 

27  50 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  flour,  grain  and  groceries,  200  22 

135  83 

Rogerson  Bros.,      44  44 

33  46 

Eddy  Lincoln,  sawing  lumber, 

6  35 

E.  L.  Briggs,  horse  shoeing  and  iron  work,      7  14 

Eddy  Lincoln,  lumber  and  planing, 

7  04 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheaton,  hay, 

5  27 

George  T.  Crane,  setting  tires, 

1  00 

Henry  E.  Day,  services  Supt  Almshouse, 

325  00 

Henry  E.  Day,  goods  furnished  Almshouse, 

as  shown  by  pass  book, 

151  57 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods  furnished, 

43  58 

$1,421  99 

Cr. 

By  amount  received  for  pigs  sold, 

$137  00 

"           44           poultry  sold, 

96  60 

44           44           butter  44 

60  90 

4  4           4  4           wood  '4 

103  25 

4  4           4  4           potatoes,  milk,  hay, 

eggs  and  work, 

155  32 

4  4           4  4           cow  sold, 

47  00 

4  4           4  4           gomg  with  hearse  to 

25  funerals, 

37  50 

4  4           4  4           lodging   and  feeding 

280  tramps, 

140  00 

$777  57 

Expenditures,  $1,421  99 

Receipts,  777  #7 


Balance  against  almshouse, 


$644  42 
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Inmates  of  Almshouse. 

Lucinda  Smith,  73  years  old. 

Allen  Hill,  65 

Melinda  Willis,  65 

Silence  Bates,  60  " 

Hannah  Smith,  49  " 

William  Harney,  13  " 

The  number  of  adults  at  the  Almshouse  at  thi«  date  is 
five,  and  one  child.  Average  for  the  year  equal  six  adults. 
Expense  per  head  for  the  year,  including  board  and  cloth- 
ing, $107.40^.    This  is  exclusive  of  rent  of  farm. 

The  stock  at  the  Almshouse  at  this  date,  consists  of 
one  cow,  one  two-year-old,  one  yearling,  one  horse,  seven 
hogs,  seven  pigs,  and  fifty  fowls. 

There  are  on  hand  from  ten  to  twelve  cords  of  seasoned 
wood,  sawed  and  split,  ready  for  market. 


POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  D.  K.  Carpenter,  aid  to  B.  Hunt,  $10  93 

"          "             "          "  10  25 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  M.  Brady,  47  15 
Messinger  &  Sweet,  stove  lining  for  Mrs. 

Brown,  1  50 

J.  R.  Rogei>on,  aid  J.  Washburn,  3  25 

"      Mrs.  Wallace,  7  51 

Mrs.  Brown,  3  50 
.Geo.  R.  Perry,  cofiin  and  robe  for  Mrs. 

Bolan,     /  10  25 

B.  C.  Wetherell,  aid  B.  Hunt,  6  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  aid  J.  Wallace,  15  72 
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Paid  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  M.  Brady, 

46 

50 

Schuyler  Freeman, 

house  rent  Mrs.  Brown, 

9 

00 

A.  A.  Woodward, 

aid  J.  Wallace, 

17 

51 

D.  K.  Carpenter, 

44  B.  Hunt, 

10 

41 

Joseph  Copeland, 

44  H.  G.  Leonard, 

2 

25 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffins  and  robes 

Mrs.  Leonard  and  Mrs. -Robinson, 

18 

50 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  aid  B.  Hunt, 

9 

69 

ft  i% 

44  H.  G.  Leonard, 

2 

57 

Joel  S.  Drake, 

44  James  White, 

15 

00 

0.  H.  Lane, 

4 4  John  Wallace, 

17 

68 

Joseph  Copeland, 

44  W.  D.  Washburn, 

3 

50 

Eddy  Lincoln, 

44  A.  D.  Washburn, 

3 

29 

Samuel  Hodges, 

"  B.  Hunt, 

16 

25 

State  Reform  School,  board  W.  P.  Magee, 

9 

35 

City  of  Chelsea, 

aid  Mis.  Laban  Smith, 

27 

30 

Town  of  Foxboro, 

44  Calista  Briggs, 

88 

50 

4 4  Melrose, 

44  Eleanor  Tucker, 

18 

99 

Joseph  Copeland, 

44  A.  D.  Washburn, 

3 

00 

a  a 

44  H.  G.  Leonard, 

2 

25 

H.  Bates, 

44  Mrs.  Robinson, 

43 

72 

J.  R.  Rogerson, 

44  J.  Wallace, 

i 

i 

J.  S.  Wood, 

44  Mrs.  Kennedy, 

5 

85 

Samuel  Hodges, 

44  M.  Wheeler, 

2 

50 

B.  C.  Wetherell, 

44  B.  Hunt, 

1 

67 

D.  K.  Carpenter, 

4*  M.  Wheeler, 

5 

00 

H.  Bates, 

44  Mrs.  Kennedy, 

5 

00 

$502  96 
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SNOW  BILLS. 
Paid  J.  Stephen  Wood,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 


March,  1875, 

$99  90 

C.  S.  Wetherell,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 

A/Ttiw/Vk    1  Q.7K 

Marcn,  lo  <  o, 

by  UU 

W^m.  A.  Lane,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 

Marcn,  1o7d, 

64  oO 

W .  D.  ^Tetherell,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 

to  April  l,  lo/o, 

lOi  OA 

lo4  dU 

$368  00 

Earl  C.  White,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 

April,  1875, 

$13  20 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 

April,  1875, 

11  65 

Elbridge  D.  Keith,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 

April,  1875. 

6  25 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 

April,  1875, 

17  60 

Alfred  Barker,  clearing  roads  of  snow, 

April,  1875, 

6  20 

$54  90 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  State  aid  to  sundry  perions,  up  to  January 

1,  1876,  $360  00 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  B.  M.  Round,  3  months'  serviceg  as  town 

physician,  $37  50 

B.  M.  Round,  3  months*  services  as  town 

physician,  37  50 

B.  M.  Round,  3  months'  services  as  town 

physician,  37  50 

B.  M.  Round,  3  months*  services  as  town 
physician,  37  50 

George  R.  Perry,  services  as  Selectman, 

Assessor,  and  Overseer  of  Poor,  125  00 

Joseph  Copeland,  services  as  Selectman, 

Assessor,  and  Overseer  of  Poor,  125  00 

Geo.  P.  Crane,  services  as  Selectman,  As- 
sessor, and  Overseer  of  Poor,  78  50 

Austin  Messinger,  services  as  Treasurer,         40  00 
44  44         recording  births,  mar- 

riages and  deaths,  28  20 

Austin   Messinger,   paying   express  and 

postage,  3  75 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  warning  town  meetings,         3  00 
Augustus  Lane,  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee, 45  00 

Lloyd  E.  White,  sendees  as  School  Com- 
mittee, 45  00 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  collecting  taxes,  49  98 


$693  43 
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INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Thomas  S.  Pratt,  printing  Reports  and  or- 
ders, *52  00 
Bristol  County  National  Bank,  interest  on 

borrowed  money,  41  81 

Bennett  &  Fuller,  advice,  2  00 

Thomas  S.  Pratt,  printing,  1  75 

Thomas  S.  Pratt,  printing  tax  posters  and 

postal  cards,  8  60 

Alfred  Barker,  repairs  on  road  scraper,  4  35 

D.  R.  Allen,  damage  to  furniture,  caused 
by  limb  of  tree  hanging  over  the  high- 
way, near  the  late  residence  of  Nathan 

Smith,  15  00 

Dauphin   K.    Carpenter,  chimneys,  etc., 

Town  Hall,  11 
Thomas  S.  Pratt,  printing  voting  list,  •    8  00 

Messinger  &  Sweet,  books  for  Assessors 

and  Collector,  6  50 

C.  S.  Wetherell,  repairs  on  road  scraper,  8  25 
Henry   T.  Wilber,  attending  funeral  of 

B.  Hunt,  1  00 

E.  H.  Bennett,  committing  Francis  Almy 

to  hospital,  5  00 

Joseph  Copeland,  expenses  on  town  busi- 
ness to  Melrose,  2  75 


$157  12 
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REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOLHOUSES. 


District  JVo.  1. 

Paid  Alfred  Barker,  repairs,  $2  50 

"          "      chair,  1  75 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  50 

Dauphin  K.  Carpenter,  glass,  40 

"               "         broom,  50 

James  O.  Messinger,  setting  glass,  50 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  25 

$6  40 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  $  19 

Dauphin  K.  Carpenter,  crayon,  25 

OrenE.  Walker,  repairs,  6  87 

$7  31 

District  JVo.  3. 

Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  $  25 

Josiah  Woodward,  setting  glass,  broom 

and  brush,  2  14 

John  M.  Field,  repairs,  1  50 


$3  89 

District  JVo.  4. 

Paid  A.  D.  and  A.Lane,  lumber  and  repairs,        $39  68 

Augustus  Lane,  repairs,  2  00 


$41  68 
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District  No.  5. 

Paid  Wm.  W.  Smith,  lumber,  $101  96 

44  "  mason  work,  41  65 
44            44       nails,  springs,  locks,  etc.,      31  88 

44            44       carting  lumber,  8  00 

44            44       chairs  and  desks,  161  79 

work,  19  17 

44            "       carpenter  work,  176  60 

44            "       painting,  44  00 

44            44       blinds,  16  65 


$601  70 

Lumber,  nails  and  lime  sold,  9  70 


$592  00 

Paid  stove  and  funnel,  17  25 

Dauphin  K.  Carpenter,  broom  and  pail,  80 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  25 


$610  30 

District  No.  6. 
Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  $  25 

Dauphin   K.  Carpenter,  brooms,  95 


$1  20 

District  No.  7. 

Paid  George  E.  Makepeace,  repairs,  $7  00 

District  No.  8. 

Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  books,  crayon,  etc.,  $3  25 

Joseph  Copeland,  repairs,  2  00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  books,  crayon,  4  08 


$9  33 

Total,  $687  1). 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  $2,605  52 

;<              "    pour  out  of  town,  374  24 

<              "    poor  out  of  almshouse,  502  96 

'     roads  and  bridges,  2,512  04 

6     incidental  expenses,  157  12 

?     school  incidental  and  repairs,  687  11 

State  aid,  360  00 

4     town  officers,  693  43 

'     snow  bills,  422  90 

support  of  poor  at  almshouse,  1,421  99 

'     repairs  on  bridge  near  almshouse,  83  84 

$9,821  15 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


For  Roads  and  Bridges,  $2,500  00 

Poor  and  Incidental  Expenses,  2,000  00 

Schools,  2,000  00 

Clearing  Roads  of  Snow,  400  00 

Repair  of  School-house  No.  5,  600  00 

Repair  of  other  School-houses,  200  00 

State  tax,  1,300  00 

County  tax,  1,144  36 


$10,144  36 
GEORGE  R,  PERRY, 
JOSEPH  COPELAND, 
GEORGE  B.  CRANE, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  17,  1876. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Cash  in  Treasury,  March  17,  1875,  $757  73 

Received  of  To wu  of  Easton,  47  90 

Medford,  95  92 

Rehoboth,  40  00 

Mansfield,  19  00 

West  Bridgewater,  20  00 

City  of  Taunton,  287  07 

for  use  of  Town  Hall,  3  00 

for  pedler's  license,  6  00 

of  State  Treasurer  for  bank  tax,  802  78 

corporation  tax,  228  84 

state  aid,  528  53 
income  from 

school  fund,  245  31 

state  paupers,  10  00 

County  Treasurer,  dog  fund,  284  45 

income  from  Town  Farm,  553  07 

for  cow  sold  from  Town  Farm,  47  00 

of  J.  S.  Wood,  Collector  for  1874,  291  00 

interest  on  taxes,  12  69 

J.  A.  Leonard,  Collector  for  1875,  9,406  26 

interest  on  taxes,  13  46 


$13,700  01 

Contra. 

Paid  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,  $9,821  15 

state  tax,  1,300  00 

discount  on  taxes,  773  53 

abatement  of  taxes,  211  19 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  17,  1876,  1,594  14 


$13,700  01 
AUSTIN  MESSINGER,  Town  Treasurer. 


24 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  Sundry  Persons. 

March  17,  1876.  Dr. 
Amount  due  the  schools,  $698  58 

To  balance  the  account,  2,251  13 


$2,949  71 


Cr. 


Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $1,594  14 
uucollected  taxes  in  hands  of  J.  S.  Wood,   8  Q 
"          "          "       Jacob  H. 

Leonard,  185  27 

due  from  town  of  Easton,  20  00 

"    Taunton,  251  85 

"    Rehoboth,  18  29 

<;          "    Rochester,  9  50 

"    State  for  paupers,  88  57 

"    State  aid,  372  00 

"    Wading  River  Reservoir  Co.,  93  04 

due  for  suppoit  of  Lucinda  Smith,  293  98 

"    use  of  Town  Hall,  15  00 
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Amount  due  the  town,  and  cash  in  hands 

of  Treasurer,  $2,949  71 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  $2,251  13 

The  Auditing  Committee  have  examined  the  books  of 
the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept, 
and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

AUGUSTUS  LANE, 
JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Auditing  Committee. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON. 

For  the  Year  ending  April  1st,  1876. 


REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  of  Norton  herewith  submit  their 
annual  report  for  the  school  year,  ending  April  1,  1876  : 

The  practical  object  of  a  school  report  is  two-fold,  viz  : 
to  give  information  concerning  the  expenditure  of  the 
school  money  in  all  its  details,  and  to  report  the  condi- 
tion of  the  several  schools,  with  such  suggestions  concern- 
ing them  as  may  be  of  advantage  in  their  future  manage- 
ment. For  the  former  of  these  purposes,  we  refer  our 
readers  to  the  annexed  "Table  of  Statistics,"  and  for  the 
latter,  to  the  following,  under  appropriate  heads. 

WAGES  OF  TEACHERS. 

We  suggest  that  something  should  be  done  to  regulate 
the  wages  to  be  paid  our  teachers.  Under  the  school  district 
system,  in  the  smaller  districts,  at  least,  there  was  a  more 
judicious  and  economical  expenditure  of  the  school  money 
simply  because  each  district  knew  just  how  much  money 
it  could  expend,  and  cut  the  garment  accordingly.  At 
present  there  is  a  regular  system  of  bidding  carried  on. 
A  committee  who  hires  for  a  small  and  easy  school,  can 
offer  just  as  much  as  one  who  hires  for  the  largest  and 
most  difficult  one,  and  consequently  the  best  teachers,  of 
course,  wishing  to  get  the  most  pay  for  the  least  work, 
often  find  their  way  to  the  schools  of  the  former  class.  It 
seems  to  us  that  the  remedy  for  this  is  easy  and  adequate. 
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The  schools  can  be  classified  according  to  the  number  and 
character  of  the  pupils,  into  two  or  three  classes,  and  a 
fair  and  adequate  compensation  be  established  for  each 
class  :  then,  when  a  teacher  applies  for  a  school,  he  can 
be  told  squarely  the  compensation  to  be  paid,  and  take  or 
leave  it  as  seems  to  him  best. 

DISTRICT  No.  7. 

In  accordance  with  an  unanimous  vote,  passed  by  the 
Committee  at  their  first  meeting,  the  school  in  District 
No.  7  was  discontinued  during  the  first  two  terms  of  the 
year,  and  thereby  about  $150.00  was  saved  to  the  town. 
Four  of  the  pupils  of  this  district  were  sent  to  the  Crane 
School,  Taunton,  for  twenty-two  weeks,  at  a  cost  of 
$23.67  ;  the  remaining  three  were  sent  to  District  No.  6, 
they  living  nearly  on  the  line  between  the  two  districts. 
The  money  thus  saved  enabled  us  to  keep  the  schools  in 
session  thirty-three  weeks  instead  of  thirty-two  as  last 
year.  We  should  not  consider  this  amount  saved,  if,  by 
the  discontinuance  of  this  school,  any  one's  rights  or  priv- 
leges  had  been  abridged.  We  see  no  reason  why  the  pu- 
pils in  this  district  have  not  been  as  well  provided  for  as 
in  any  other,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  the  same 
arrangement  for  the  coming  year,  provided  there  shall  not 
be  any  change  in  the  number  and  residences  of  the  pupils 
which  shall  interfere. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  the  repair  of  the  school- 
house  in  District  No.  5,  has  been  expended  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  committee  chosen  for  that  purpose,  and  they 
now  have  a  very  neat,  convenient  and  substantial  house, 
which  till  now  —  and  we  hope  it  may  continue  to  do  so  — 
has  so  far  commanded  the  respect  of  the  pupils  in  attend- 
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ance,  as  to  save  it  from  those  jack-knife  hieroglyphics, 
which  so  often  disfigure  school  buildings. 

The  repairs  in  other  districts  have  been  so  inconsider- 
able as  not  to  merit  mention. 

For  the  coming  years  no  thorough  repairs  of  school 
buildings  need  be  made,  and  only  such  will  be  necessary 
as  are  always  incidental  to  such  property. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  remarks  of  last  year  still  apply.  A  comparison  of 
the  returns  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  number  of  scholars  be- 
tween 5  and  15  years  of  age,  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
1875,  with  the  number  who  have  attended  school, 
shows  that  about  fifty  have  not  attended  at  all  during 
the  year.  We  hope  there  may  be  a  conference  be- 
tween the  School  Committee  and  the  Selectmen  immedi- 
ately, and  a  remedy  provided. 

SCHOOL  APPARATUS. 

It  does  not  seem  to  us  necessary  to  make  an  argument 
to  convince  anybody  that  additions  in  this  department  are 
desirable.  They  are  needed  more  especially  for  the 
younger  pupils,  who  need  to  be  taught  by  dictation  and 
illustrations.  The  General  Statutes,  in  Chapter  36,  Sec- 
tion 4,  provide  that  "the  School  Committee  of  any  town 
may  appropriate  from  the  school  fund  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  same,  to  the  purchase 
of  books  of  reference,  maps,  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of 
the  public  schools  therein."  Now,  that  some  action  may 
grow  out  of  thtf  talk  of  years,  we  suggest  that  if  the  neces- 
sary funds  for  this  purpose  cannot  be  otherwise  secured, 
the  statute  remedy  be  resorted  to.  We  believe  that  the 
increased  facilities  thereby  secured,  would  be  a  good  sub- 
stitute for  the  loss  of  one  or  two  week's  schooling. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

We  feel  authorized  to  *ay  that  the  past  school  year  has 
been  one  of  good  success,  with  exceptions,  perchance,  in 
individual  schools,  which,  however,  have  not  been  of  a 
sufficient  number  to  destroy  the  rule.  These  exceptions 
to  success  are  liable  to  occur  under  any  circumstances, 
but,  perhaps,  more  frequently  with  us,  since  our  teachers 
are  employed  for  a  single  term,  making  in  all  nearly 
twenty-four  different  teachers  during  a  year,  and  the  best 
we  can  expect  is  to  diminish  this  number  till  it  shall  ap- 
pear inconsiderable.  As  committee,  in  hiring  our  respec- 
tive teachers,  we  should  give  preference  to  those  teachers 
who  will  engage  themselves  for  a  year,  provided  they  are 
wanted ;  and,  in  general,  should  be  so  impartial  in  the 
discharge  of  our  duties  as  to  remove  from  us  all  suspicion 
of  acting  from  any  motive  other  than  for  the  good  of  the 
schools. 

To  remedy  the  dissatisfaction  that  is  always  liable  to 
arise  in  our  schools,  we  suggest  that  a  teacher  of  undis- 
puted qualifications  be  engaged  by  the  year  at  our  centre 
district,  and  that  all  pupils  above  a  certain  age,  and  of 
ce.tain  qualifications,  to  be  determined  by  your  board,  be 
allowed  to  attend;  and  if  this  arrangement  shall,  in  time, 
result  in  a  regular  graded  school  at  the  centre  district,  so 
much  the  better.  We  could  then  open  the  room  now 
vacant  for  the  smaller  pupils.  There  must  have  been 
nearly  $300  expended  the  past  year  for  car  fare  and  tui- 
tion by  pupils  attending  schools  out  of  town,  and  there  is 
no  good  reason  why  this  money  could  not  have*  been  pro- 
fitably expended  at  home.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since 
that  there  was  a  good  private  school  organized  at  the 
centre,  and  we  doubt  not  but  that  with  an  efficient  teacher 
^ne  could  be  as  successfully  instituted  under  public  pat- 
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ronage.  It  is  not  intended  hereby  to  detract  from  the 
work  of,  or  the  interest  in,  the  local  schools,  but  to  sup- 
plement them. 

Without  wishing  to  centralize  power,  we  say  that,  with 
a  superintendent  of  schools,  or  a  smaller  board  of  commit- 
tee, the  work  could  be  done  more  promptly  and  efficiently. 
There  is  seldom  a  full  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  the 
local  committees  seldom  visit  their  respective  schools  for 
the  very  good  reason  that  they  cannot  afford  to  spend  the 
necessary  time  without  a  corresponding  compensation. 
They  do  as  little  as  they  can  and  comply  with  the  letter  of 
the  law.  The  charity  is  too  old  an  one  to  enlist  zealous, 
efficient,  competent,  and  at  the  same  time  gratuitous  ser- 
vices. The  management  of  the  public  schools  with  us,  is 
no  longer  a  district  but  a  town  affair,  and  there  is  no  more 
need  for  nine  School  Committee  than  for  nine  Selectmen. 
Our  argument  in  this  respect  is  simply  this,  that  if  the 
hiring  of  teachers  were  given  into  the  hands  of  a  Superin- 
tendent, or  a  smaller  number  of  committee,  upon  whom 
should  also  devolve  the  duty  of  visiting  the  schools  for 
which  they  hire,  and  who  should  also  have  power  to  trans- 
fer teachers  from  school  to  school,  according  as  their  pecu- 
liar qualifications  shall  warrant,  which  Superintendent 
or  School  Committee  shall  receive  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion, so  that  he  or  they  may  not  feel  their  work  to  be 
done  very  largely  in  charity  ,  for  instance,  as  much  as  is 
allowed  a  man  with  his  horse  and  cart  on  the  highway, 
then  our  schools  will  better  fulfill  their  mission. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LLOYD  E.  WHITE, 
AUGUSTUS  LANE, 

For  the  Committee. 
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BOAKD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Alfred  Barker, 
John  M.  Field, 


Lloyd  E.  White, 
Augustus  Lane, 
Wm.  W.  Smith, 
Josiah  Woodward, 


Oren  E.  Walker, 
Joseph  Copeland, 


Georgk  E.  Makepeace. 


ORGANIZATION   OF   SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman — Augustus  Laue. 

Visiting  Committee — Augustus  Lane,  Lloyd  E.  White. 

Examining  Committee — Augustus  Lane,  Lloyd  E. 
White,  John  M.  Field. 

Secretary — John  M.  Field. 


'The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Teachers  for  the  year 


Summer, — Hepsa  T.  Davis,  Freetown. 

Fall,      — M.  A.  Brown. 

Winter,  — S.  Amelia  Sweet,  Mansfield. 


School  No.  .& 


Sumnier,  j»  Adelaide  E  Austill?  Norton 

Winter,  — H.  Lizzie  Leonard,  Mansfield. 
School  No.  4. 


Summer,  J 

Fall,        >  Charles  A.  1  ^ane,  Norton, 
Winter,  ) 

School  No.  5. 

Summer,  } 

Fall,        >  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  Taunton. 
Winter,  } 

School  No.  6. 

Fan"161'  \  ^att*e  ^'  Simmons,  Pa vvtueket,  Rt  I 
Winter,  — Samuel  H.  Richmond,  Taunton. 

School  No.  7. 
Winter,  — Adelaide  E.  Austin,  Norton. 

School  No.  8. 
Summer, — E.  N.  Bray  ton,  Foxboro. 
Fall,       — Clara  M.  Crowley.  Mansfield. 
Winter,  — Myra  M.  Holmes,  Yarmouth, 


NAMES    OF    SCHOLARS    PERFECT    IN  AT- 
TENDANCE. 

School  No.  h 
Summek.  Fall.  Wintkb. 

Nellie  H.  Clapp.       Henry  A.  Cobb.  Edith  Boynton. 

Lizzie  P.  Hani,  George  Ames. 
C-  Walter  Clapp. 
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Summer. 

Lottie  Wetherell, 
Homer  Lane, 
Eddie  Tozer, 
Charles  Walker* 
Effie  Alden, 
Lottie  Stockwell, 
Hattie  Wetherell. 


Etta  Lane, 
Samuel  E.  Lane, 
Eimer  Lane, 
Walter  H.  Lane, 
Peter  Leddy, 
Walter  Matteson, 
Herbert  Wilber, 
James  Kine, 
Dwight  F.  Lan«. 


School  No.  2. 
Fall. 
Lottie  Stockwell. 


School  No.  3. 


School  No.  4. 

Moure  Handy, 
Samuel  E.  Lane, 
Elmer  Lane, 
Dwight  F.  Lane, 
Walter  H.  Lane. 


Winter* 
Lottie  StockwelL 


None 


Charlie  Freeman, 
Samuel  E.  Lane, 
Elmer  Lane, 
Dwight  F.  Lane, 
Walter  H.  Lane, 
Peter  Leddy, 
Richard  Marley, 
Annie  Gillroy, 
Etta  liane. 


G.  Palmer  Lincoln, 
Edwin  A.  Lincoln. 
James  Coyle, 
Thomas  Coyle, 
James  McCabe, 
Henry  McCabe, 
Henry  Smith, 
James  Smith, 
Annie  R.  Austin, 
Helen  Austin, 
Nellie  Smith, 
Julia  A.  Smith, 
Hattie  A.  Woodward 


Frank  Bars  tow, 
Henry  Barstow, 
James  Coyle, 
George  Hogan, 
James  McCabe, 
Edwin  A.  Smith, 
James  Smith, 
Clara  Barstow, 
Nellie  A.  Smith, 
Julia  A.  Smith, 
Lottie  Willis, 


SUMMEK. 

Olive  I.  Burt, 
Florence  G.  Sweet, 
Fred  C.  Bassett. 
Willie  O.  Fobes, 
Stillman  A.  Smith, 
Edward  E,  Tucker. 


School  No.  5. 
Fall. 

Olive  I.  Burt, 
Lillian  G.  Bruce, 
Lizzie  A.  Dame, 
Florence  G.  Sweet. 
Fred  C.  Bassett, 
Willie  O.  Fobes, 
Willie  D.  Hardon, 
Stillman  A.  Smith. 
E.  Ernest  Tucker. 


Winter. 

Olive  I.  Burt, 
Lizzie  A.  Smith, 
Florence  G.  Sweet, 
Willie  O.  Fobes, 
Willie  D.  Hardon, 
Wm.C.  Smith, 
George  E.  Smith, 
Stillman  A.  Smith, 
E.  Ernest  Tucker. 


None, 


None. 


School  No.  6. 


None. 


School  No.  7. 


None 


School  No.  8. 


Ella  M.  Lincoln, 
Belle  E.  Lincoln, 
Lizzie  Smith, 


Elmer  Burt, 
Augustus  Leavitt, 
Geo.  F.  Leavitt, 
Harrie  R.  Leonard. 

Charles  L.  Briggs, 
George  E.  Keith, 
Allen  E.  Padeiford, 
Winnie  Austin, 
Carrie  E.  Crane, 
Flora  E.  Padelford. 

Hattie  Brettun, 


Belle  E.  Lincoln, 


Ella  M.  Lincoln. 
Lena  Lincoln, 
Johnnie  F.  Lincoln, 
Johnnie  F.  Lincoln,  Channing  Brettun. 
Channing  Brettun, 
Linwood  Coburn. 

Dwight  F.  Lane  has  been  perfect  in  attendance  for 
Tears  in  succession.    Willie  O.  Fobes,  two  years. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

TREASURER, 

AND 
OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  March  17, 1877. 


MANSFIELD: 

NEWS  STEAM  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE. 

1877. 


Selectmen's  Report. 


EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 
No.  1. 

Paid  L.  C.  Southard,  5  weeks,  Spring 

term,  $45  00 

L.  C.  Southard,  5  weeks,  Spring 

term,  45  00 

F.  K.  Blandin,  10  weeks,  Fall  term,  90  00 
F.  R.  Blandin,  11  weeks,  Winter 

term,  99  00 

E.  P.  Hodges,  wood  5  62 

Earl  C.  White,  wood,  25  50 

D.  P.  Makepeace,  wood,  2  00 

Nahum  Field,  sawing  wood,  1  25 

A.  W.  Wild,  care  of  school-room,  2  00 

A.  W.  Wild,  care  of  school-room,  2  00 

L.  E.  Freeman,  care  of  school-room,  2  50 


No.  2. 

Paid  Gardner  Dunham,  9  weeks  Spring 

term,  $76  50 

Frank  J.  King,  9  weeks,  Fall  term,  81  00 
Frank  J.  King,  12  weeks,  Winter 

term,  68  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  wood,  24  00 

Chas.  E.  Walker,  building  fires,  6  00 


$319  87 


$295  50 
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No.  3. 

Paid  S.  W.  Bates,  4  weeks,  Spring  term,$36  00 
S.  W.  Bates,  6  weeks,  Spring  term,  54  00 
S.  W.  Bates,  4  weeks,  Fall  term,  36  00 
S.  W.  Bates,  6  weeks,  Fall  term,  54  00 
S.  W.  Bates,  7  weeks,  Winter  term,  63  00 
S.  W.  Bates'  4  weeks,  Winter  term,  36  00 
Josiah  W.  Woodward,  wood,  33  20 


JSTo.  4. 

Paid  Clara  Hodges,  10  weeks,  Spring 

term,  $90  00 

Clara  Hodges,  10  weeks,  Fall  term,    90  00 

Clara  Hodges,  11  weeks,  Winter 

term,  121  00 

D wight  F.  Lane,  care  of  school-room 

and  building  fires,  5  50 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  wood,  28  00 


JSTo.  5. 

Paid  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  10  weeks,  Spring 

term,  $80  00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  4  weeks  Fall 

term,  32  00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  6  weeks,  Fall  term,48  00 
Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  6  weeks,  Winter 

term,  48  00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  5  weeks.  Winter 

term,  40  00 

W.  Clifford  Smith,  building  fires,  5  50 
W.  W.  Smith,  wood,  18  00 


$312  20 


$334  50 


$271  50 


ERRATA. 

Page  4,  School  Dist.  No.  4. — Third  item,  read  John 
D.  Roberts — instead  of  Clara  Hodges. 

Page  6,  Appropriations  for  Roads  and  Bridges  should 
read  $2,000  instead  of  $272.87. 

Page  18,  Almshouse  Account,  read  Cr.  instead  of  Dr. 
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JSTo.  6. 

Paid  Ella  White,  10  weeks,  Spring  term,  $75  25 
Mary  E.  Blanding,  10  weeks,  Fall 

term.  80  00 

Mary  E.  Blanding,  11  weeks,  Winter 

term,  93  50 

Earl  C.  White,  wood,  25  00 

Earl  C.  White,  wood,  3  93 

  $277  68 

JSTo.  7. 

Paid  Adelade  E.  Austin,  11  weeks,  Winter 

term,  $77  00 

Charles  L.  Briggs,  building  fires,      5  50 
D.  P.  Makepeace,  wood,  7  00 

  $89  00 

JSTo.  8. 

Paid  Myra  M.  Holmes,  10  weeks,  Spring 

term,  $90  00 

Myra  M.  Holmes,  10  weeks,  Fall 

term.  90  00 

R.  Britton,  care  of  school-room,  5  00 

Joseph  Copeland,  wood,  17  00 

R.  Britton,  care  of  school-room,  Fall 

term,  5  00 

  $207  00 
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KOADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Appropriation,  $27  2  87 

District  No.  1,  B.  P.  Hodges,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $272  87 

Paid  R.  P.  Hodges,  work,  $96  03 

<<    672  ft.  plank  for  Bridges,  26  88 

"    90  ft.  poles  and  posts,  1  50 

"    cash  paid  for  spikes,  90 

"        "    gravel,  3  70 

J.  A.  Leonard,  work,  25  36 

D.  F.  Porter,       »  27  11 

A.  Barker,  work  and  gravel,  44  45 
"Nahum  Field,  work,  9  35 
J.  Lucas,  work,  3  00 
L.  B.  Willis,  work,  1  00 

B.  H.  Richmond,  work,  9  70 
Oliver  Titus,  work,  8  28 

E.  C.  White,  work,  3  74 
A.  Caswell,  work,  3  40 
Mr.  Payson  for  gravel,  12  10 
J ohn  Harden  work ,  7  2 
L.  B.  Dean,  work,  5  00 
R.  P.  Hodges,  work  on  reservoir,      38  68 

  $320  90 


Exceeded  appropriation,  $48  03 


Of  the  above  $38  68  was  expended  on  the  road  near  the 
house  of  J.  A.  Leonard,  damaged  by  the  reservoir. 
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District  No.  2,  OrenE.  Walker ',  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $331  05 


Paid  Wm.  H.  Codding,  for  work, 

$37 

09 

Henry  S.  Freeman,  44 

29 

31 

Hiram  S.  Freeman,  44 

8 

81 

Wm.  A.  Freeman,  44 

5 

00 

JNahum  iield,  44 

15 

00 

George  W.  Codding,  44 

2 

71 

Walter  Leonard,  44 

10 

03 

Chas.  Hoar,  for  gravel, 

4 

00 

Chas.  D.  Lane,  work, 

25 

00 

C.  Howard  Lane,  44 

80 

Calvin  Pike,  44 

3 

40 

Albert  Skinner,  44 

7 

00 

Lemuel  C.  Wetherell,  44 

4 

36 

Jas.  Gafney,  work,  horse, 

3 

40 

4  4        4  4         4  4  cart, 

50 

E.  E.  McCormick,  work, 

2 

13 

J okn  McCormick ,       4  4 

17 

00 

4  4       4  4               4  4  horse, 

17 

00 

4  4               4  4  cart, 

2 

50 

E.  C.  White,  for  land, 

5 

00 

Chas.  Clapp,  for  gravel, 

5 

00 

Adam  Jackson,  for  gravel  and  work. 

,  10 

00 

John  Coyle,  work, 

6 

80 

E.  E.  McCormick,  work, 

13 

60 

E.  H.  Hall, 

3 

40 

4  4       4  4  work,  horse, 

3 

40 

4  4        4  4   work,  cart, 

50 

Daniel  Galligal,  work,  horse, 

3 

40 

4  4          4  4  work, 

3 

40 

4  4           4  4       work,  cart, 

50 

Caleb  L.  Wetherell,  work, 

13 

70 

Paid  George  L.  Wethcrell,  work, 
L.  Wetherell,  " 
George  B.  Shaw,  " 
David  Pry  or,  " 
Herbert  Harvey,  " 
Messenger  &  Sweet,  " 
Chas.  E.  Walker, 
Oren  E.  Walker, 

  $331  05 

District  No.  3,  John  McCormicJc,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $239  10 


Paid  Charles  Smith,  work, 

$9 

35 

4<  horse, 

6 

80 

a  a 

"  cart, 

1 

00 

Benj.  Richmond,  " 

7 

65 

"  horse, 

5 

10 

a  a 

««  cart, 

75 

Pat.  Cosgrove, 

3 

40 

a  a 

44  horse, 

3 

40 

66  cart, 

50 

Barney  Coyle, 

i  t 

9 

35 

John  Coyle, 

11 

90 

Thos.  Gafney, 

3 

40 

Jas.  Gafney, 

3 

40 

G.  B.  Woodward,  work, 

3 

40 

i  l  a 

work,  horse, 

3 

40 

a  i. 

work,  cart, 

50 

Josiah  Woodward,  work, 

3 

40 

work,  horse, 

o 
p 

40 

a  .  a 

115  loads  gravel, 

3 

45 

Pat.  Cosgrove, 

work, 

1 

28 

B.  R.  Golf,  work, 

3 

40 

$4  08 
1  00 
5  0Q 
10  45 
50 
10  00 
12  00 
121  81 
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PaidE.  Eddy,  work,  $2  40 

8.  Lincoln,  work,  5  95 

S.  Lincoln,  work,  horse,  2  55 

S.  Lincoln,  work,  cart,  38 

S.  Lincoln,  100  loads  gravel,  3  00 

J.  M.  McCormick,  work,  17  00 

"            "         work,  horse,  17  00 

"            "         work,  cart,  2  50 

J.  A.  McCormick,  work,  4  25 


$241  28 


Exceeded  appropriation,  $2  18 


District  JSfo.  4,  Win.  A.  Lane,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $277  70 


Paid  George  H.  Arnold,  for  work, 

$46 

99 

Augustus  Lane, 

41 

30 

Thomas  P.  Card, 

7 

48 

Chas.  I.  Cros sman, 

4 

93 

Stafford  &  Co., 

6 

80 

Albert  W.  Tucker, 

3 

40 

Edgar  A.  Freeman, 

23 

29 

Josephus  Woodward, 

6 

12 

C.  Frank  Sweet, 

a 

2 

55 

Alvin  D.  Lee, 

i  6 

5 

27 

Lewis  E.  Harvey, 

a 

2 

46 

Otis  B.  Crossman, 

i  i 

4 

42 

Simeon  L.  Lane, 

t  i 

16 

32 

Wm.  A.  Lane, 

i  i 

67 

59 

Ward  Richmond, 

i  t 

8 

90 

George  H.  Richmond, 

1 

70 

H,  Clifford  Wilbur, 

i  6 

7 

68 

t 
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Paid  Patrick  Plunkett,  work,  $2  44 

C.  Aldrich,  "  5  10 

Hugh  Gillroy,         "  85 

  $265  59 


Unexpended,  $12  11 

District  No.  5,  Otis  J.  iSvjeet,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $197  07 


J.  S.  Wood,  for  work, 

$43 

00 

Chas.  Eogers,  44 

10 

20 

J.  D.  Sweet,  44 

2 

89 

Chas.  Fobes,  44 

1 

62 

A.  Bruce,  44 

4 

25 

Orville  Sweet,  44 

4 

76 

John  D.  Harden,  44 

8 

00 

4  4          4  4  gravel, 

5 

16 

Wm.  W.  Smith, 

5 

52 

4  4           4  4  work, 

5 

96 

T.&  T.C.Carver,  44 

8 

36 

4  4           4  4  gravel, 

2 

60 

Fred.  Smith,  work, 

1 

70 

J.  S.  Thompson, 

9 

86 

Moses  Hunt, 

17 

34 

Daniel  S.  Cobb, 

13 

50 

J.  M.  Sweet, 

14 

88 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

37 

47 

$197  07 


i 
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District  No.  6,  Earl  G.  White,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $201  50 

Paid  Earl  C.  White,  work,  oxen  and 


mpn 

$52  45 

1 

20 

1 

50 

F   f!   Whitp   for  1487  ft   of  Hmhpr 

JL  J .    V7 .     TI  HILL',    -HJJL    XTtVJ  I              KJl  L1LL1MC1 

fflf  l^Tlflo*P 

52 

04 

JLljtlll  V> .    YV  lllLti,  JJIalJlV  1UI  UIlLlgc, 

31 

92 

4 4        nrmt<5  find  rfiilinor 

3 

50 

Everett  Leonard,  work, 

19 

00 

Alvin  Smith,  i4 

o 
O 

33 

Moses  Lincoln,  44 

14 

41 

John  S.  Elliott, 

2 

50 

Joseph  Elliot,  44 

2 

50 

David  Hearth,  44 

5 

42 

Perez  Foster,  44 

5 

67 

Chas.  Wilber, 

1 

67 

Oren  Draton,  44 

1 

10 

Henry  Leonard,  44 

7 

35 

Stillman  L.  B.  Smith,  for  gravel, 

1 

50 

$207  06 


Exceeded  appropriation,  $5  56 

District  No.  7,  Elbridge  D.  Keith,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $231  14 

Paid  Sidney  Pratt,  for  work,  $10  79 

John  Lincoln,         44  7  82 

Harrison  Blandin,    44  4  25 

Frank  D.  Hunt,      44  13  16 

Adolphus  Hunt,      44  9  01 

Daniel  O'Brien,       44  13  51 
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SfllTinpl   A     "Drrmpv  wnvlr 

Otis  L  Keith  " 

1 1 

JL  JL 

Chris   Wo  o  rl  wfl  rd      4  6 

1  7 

uo 

Martin  L  Keith  4< 

TTenrv  B   Cm  np 

c  X 

FVfinlc  Crrmp 

Elbridge  D.  Keith, 

99 

55 

Eddy  Lincoln,  box  for  drain, 

12 

00 

Moses  Lincoln,  gravel, 

5 

24 

Chas.  Woodward,  " 

3 

55 

Daniel  Crane,  " 

2 

50 

George  B.  Crane,  " 

4 

40 

Elbridge  D.  Keith, 

2 

73 

$231  14 


District  No.  8,  W.  D.  WethereU,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $249  57 

Paid  Joseph  Copeland  for  work,  gravel  and 


sleepers, 

$44 

25 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln,  for  work 

and 

plank, 

29 

28 

Silas  W.  Lincoln,  for  WT>rk 

and 

gravel, 

20 

72 

A.  H.  Leonard,  gravel, 

3 

50 

W.  D.  Wetherell,  for  work 

and 

sleepers, 

46 

98 

B.  W.  Lincoln,  for  plank, 

4 

83 

G.  R.  Leonard,  for  work, 

11 

76 

J.  H.  White, 

12 

83 

J.  H.  Leonard,  " 

5 

90 

Jones  W.  Godfrey,  " 

5 

90 

T.  Merritt, 

10 

98 

13 


Paid  W.  D.  &  E.  Washburn,  work,  $7  60 

A.  J.  Lothrop,  "               3  40 

J.  H.  Washburn,  »               4  80 

H.  T.  Lincoln,  "               1  70 

J.  H.  Lincoln,  "               5  76 

D.  B.  Field,  5  93 

E.  Field,  88 
M.  O.  Lincoln,  11  72 
A  Bolton,  6  80 
E.  C.  Lincoln,  11  87 
C.  L.  Lincoln,  7  63 
E.  R.  Lincoln,  5  40 


$270  42 


Exceeded  appropriation,  $20  85 

Total,  $2,064  52 


POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 


Paid  Simeon  L.  Lane,  aid  Didana  Manter,  $65  75 

A.  A.  Woodward,  aid  John  Hogan,  33  50 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  John  Hogan,  27  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  aid  Willard  Randall,  25  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  John  Hogan,  10  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  W.  Randall,  20  63 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  John  Hogan,  70  48 

A.  A.  Woodward,  aid  John  Hogan,  43  59 

Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  John  Hogan,  10  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  goods,  John  Hogan,  23  46 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  aid  Willard  Randall,  1  57 
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A.  A.  Woodward,  aid  W.  Randall,  3  04 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  aid  Mrs.  Lucy  Washburn.  11  48 

44    John  Hogan,  10  93 

Josiah  Woodward,  aid  John  Hogan,  7  50 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  aid  Lucy  Washburn,  16  26 

Samuel  Hodges,  aid  Andrew  Jones,  15  75 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods,  John  Hogan,  2  76 

4 4           44           44     Jane  Washburn,  12  12 

44           4  4           4  4     Andrew  Jones,  6  60 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  John  Hogan,  27  55 

Elbridge  D.  Keith,  wood,  Jane  Washburn,  4  50 
Bradford  N.  Woodward,  house  rent  W. 

Randall,  6  00 


$455  47 


ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  Oliver  H.  Lane,  meat  1875  to  April  1876,  112  51 

Wheaton  farm  for  hay,  16  71 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  phosphate,  15  50 

Ben.  H.  Richmond,  labor  repairing  buildings,    23  62 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  291  75 

Isaac  S.  Braman,  shingles  for  repairing,  48  00 

Rogerson  Bros.,  groceries,  53  75 

Isaac  S.  Braman,  shingles,  23  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  157  89 

James  O.  Messenger,  setting  glass,  etc.,  1  87 

Moses  Lincoln,  2  M.  shingles,  6  00 

George  White  12  days  work,  30  00 

George  L.  Foster,  lumber  for  repairing,  59  62 
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Paid  D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  $206  20 
John  E.  Eogerson,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  55  9& 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  168  07 

Eogerson  Bros.,  groceries,  72  06- 

Chas.  H.  Smith,  labor,  43  75 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  120  43 

J.  R.  Eogerson,  goods,  2082 

Lewis  E.  Leonard,  sundry  bills,  310  66 
Lewis  E.  Leonard,  services  as  Supt.  of 

Almhouse  175  0O 


$2,013  W 


POOE  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Eoyal  P.  Hodges,  house  rent,  Mrs.  Brown, 
Chas.  Goodwin,  house  rent,  Mrs.  Brown, 
Benj.  C.  Wetherell,  bread,  B.  Hunt, 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  aid  H.  Gr.  Leonard, 
4-  4 4         44  Marcus  Wheeler, 

44  44         44  Mrs.  Brown, 

44  44  44  Mrs.  Drain, 

44  44         44  B.  Hunt, 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board,  Eliza  H. 
Perry, 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board,  Eliza  H. 
Perry, 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  B.  Hunt, 
44  44  44        Mrs.  Brown, 

4  4  4  4  4  4        M.  Wheeler, 

City  of  Taunton,  aid  James  Walker, 


$18  0O 
30  00 
4  74 
2  95 
8  75 
18  98 
2  18 
10  18 

49  0O 

46  GO 

7  67 

8  74 
8  27 

12  0O 
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Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  shoes  and  prints  for  poor,  $8  35 

A.  H.  Leonard,  aid  A.  D.  Washburn,  7  13 

R.  P.  Hodges,  house  rent,  Mrs.  Brown,  25  12 

Town  of  Melrose,  aid  Eleanor  Tucker,  12  31 

Town  of  Brockton,  aid  James  W.  White,  5  00 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board,  Eliza  H. 

Perry,  46  00 

City  of  Chelsea,  aid  Laban  Smith,  75  00 

Town  of  Raynham,  aid  Solomon  Hodges,  9  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  aid  Mrs.  Brown,  7  80 

44           44        44  B.  Hunt,  7  66 

John  P.  Roedick,  aid  Mrs.  Minnie  Crane,  10  00 
R.  P.  Hodges,  six  months'  house  rent,  Mrs. 

Brown,  15  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  aid  Edwin  Thurber,  11  50 

"  Mrs.  Brown,  11  14 

"  H.  G.  Leonard,  3  00 

44  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  6  36 

Town  of  Foxboro,  aid  Mrs.  C.  E.  Briggs,  82  75 

Samuel  Hodges,  wood,  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  14  00 

44         4  4           4  4    Marcus  Wheeler,  150 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods  for  poor,  8  58 

4  4           4  4       school-books,  poor  children,  99 

Horatio  Bates,  aid  Mrs.  Kennedy,  McCarley,  53  40 


$649  65 


17 

ALMSHOUSE. 

Dr. 

To  orders  on  Town  Treasurer  as  follows  : 
Thomas  H.  Martin,  for  care  of  Andrew  O'Brien 


and  other  services,  $77  00 
Euel  Robinson,  for  potatoes,  6  00 
J.  S.  Wood,  for  3  cords  and  5-12  ft.  wood,  12  20 
A.  W.  Kelley,  for  fish,  4  08 
<<  <<  <<  2  70 
James  Murphy  and  John  Murphy,  for  cutting- 
cedar,  3  00 
Simeon  L.  Lane,  for  cutting  cedar,  7  50 
Willard  Lane,  for  paint  and  oil,  4  26 
Geo.  T.  Crane,  for  blacksmithing,  (3  bills)  14  30 
George  F.  Davis,  for  repairs  on  mowing  machine,  2  00 
Theodore  Carver,  for  beef,  25  54 
George  A.  Dean,  for  beef,  5  89 
Charles  A.  Reed,  for  work  on  wall,  1  00 
F.  R.  Sears,  for  pump,  8  00 
Charles  H.  Briggs,  repairs,  1  25 
George  L.  Foster,  for  floor  boards,  etc.,  8  86 
W.  L.  Newcomb,  for  windows  and  doors,  15  85 
George  Bruce,  for  apples,  2  50 
E.  G.  Medbury,  mason  work,  3  00 
E  Thayer,  for  pigs,  (2  bills)  14  00 
Lewis  E.  Leonard,  for  cash  paid  sundry  persons 

for  various  articles  for  household  and  farm  use.    83  29 

Lewis  E.  Leonard,  for  wood  for  Jane  Brown,  4  69 

Town  Hall,  3  75 

M  *»    services  or  himself  and  wife, 

as  Superintendents  of  the  Almshouse,  year 

ending  April  3,  1877,  175  00 


O.  H.  Lane,  meat  for  year  ending  Maich  1,  1877,  120  43 
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E.  B.  Wheaton,  hay, 

$16  71 

J.  S.  Wood,  for  phosphate, 

15 

50 

C.  H.  Smith,  carpenter  work, 

43 

75 

B.  H.  Richmond,  carpenter  work, 

23 

62 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  grain,  etc., 

291 

75 

Isaac  T.  Braman,  shingles, 

48 

00 

Rogerson  Bros.,  grain,  groceries,  etc., 

53 

75 

D.  K.  Carpenter,    "  " 

157 

89 

J.  0.  Messinger,  setting  glass, 

1 

87 

Moses  Lincoln,  shingles, 

6 

00 

George  White,  carpenter  work, 

30 

00 

George  L.  Foster,  lumber, 

59 

62 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  grain,  etc., 

206 

20 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  dry  goods,  clothing,  boots  and 

shoes, 

55 

JO 

Isaac  T.  Braman,  shingles, 

23 

00 

Rogerson  Bros.,  for  grain  groceries,  etc., 

72 

67 

D.  K.  Carpenter,        "  " 

168 

07 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  for  dry  goods,  clothing,  boots 

and  shoes, 

20 

82 

$1,901  29 

ALMSHOUSE. 

Dr. 

By  IX  cords  wood  saw^ed  and  split,  sold,  $64  07 

farm  produce,  etc.,                 "  95  88 

pigs,                                    "  277  50 

eggs,     '                               "  6  05 

301-  M.  shingle  on  hand,  106  75 

new  wood  house,  privy  (betterment),  120  00 
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By  going  with  the  hearse  to  18  funerals, 

$27  00 

44    lodging  and  feeding  635  tramps,  40  cts., 

44    provisions,  grain  and  hay  more  than  on 

hflTlfl   lncit,  VPJ1T*  fit  dPttlpTOPTlt, 
Iltlllvl    1  Ll  o  I     >  V  tl  L    t  L  L   oil  LH            1J  I  1 

175  00 

$1,126  25 

Expenditures,             $1,901  29  Balance, 

774  94 

Receipts,                     1,126  25 

$1,901  29 

Balance  against  almshouse,     774  94 

The  expenses  per  head  for  each  pauper  is  $102  19  per 

year ;  this  exclusive  of  rent  of  farm  and  wood  cut  from 

farm. 

Provisions    Stock  and  Farming  Implements 

ON  TTANT) 

AT  DATE     IVTa'rptt   10  1X77 

~  barrel  meal, 

4  90 

1     44  flour, 

4  50 

1     4 4     cracked  corn , 

4  90 

1     44  oats, 

2  40 

28  bushels,  corn  raised  on  farm, 

22  40 

50     44      potatoes,  44 

45  00 

3  barrels  rye,           4  4           4  4 

11  00 

1\    4<     pork,  44 

37  50 

4  hams,                   4  4           4  4 

12  50 

\  barrel  beans,         4  4           4  4 

3  00 

21  tons  English  hay,  44 

50  00 

1     44    Meadow  4  4              4  4 

10  00 

15  pounds  butter     4  4           4  4 

5  00 

120   44  lard, 

15  00 

3  cows, 

120  00 

1  horse, 

25  00 

6  swine, 

75  00 

17  fowls, 

8  50 
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10  cords  wood  sawed  and  split 

(\c\ 

1  covered  express  wagon, 

50 

00 

1  farm  wagon 

50 

00 

1  horse  cart, 

lb 

6  binding  chains, 

3 

00 

3  draft  chains, 

3 

00 

Cultivator,  plows  and  grindstone, 

10 

00 

$652 

60 

The  buildings  have  in  part  been  newly  shingled  t  he 
past  year,  besides  considerable  repairs  made  inside  of 
house  and  additions  to  bedding,  which  are  not  included  as 
betterments  in  the  almshouse  credit.  The  expense  of 
tramps  is  estimated  at  forty  cents  per  head,  instead  of 
lifty  as  heretofore. 

Inmates  Almshouse,  for  the  Year  Ending  March  10, 


1877. 

Allen  Hill,  66  years  old. 

Andrew  O'Brien,  (deceased)             88  44 

Charles  Scammel,  (State  pauper)           19  " 

James  Walker,  69  44 

Geo.  E.  Tucker,  (State  pauper)          25  44 

Perez  Foster,  80  44 

Melinda  Willis,  66  44 

Selina  Bates,  61  44 

Lucinda  Smith,  74  44 

Hannah  Smith,  50  44 

Mary  E.  Tucker,  (State  pauper)  29 


William  Harney,  (sent  to  State  Almshouse)  14  44 

Whole  number  aided  at  the  almshouse  during  the  year 
12,  average  number  7^,  present  number  8. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  B.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance,  $37  50 

B.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance,  95  00 

John  R.  Rogerson,  services  as  Assessor,  50  00 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  warning  spring  and  fall 

meetings,  1875,  7  00 
B.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance,  27  50 
L.  E.  White,  services  as  School  Committee,  30  00 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  warning  three  meetings,  10  00 
G.  W.  Wilds,  Jr.,  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee, 45  00 
Augustus  Lane,  services  as  School  Committee,  20  00 
Austin  Messinger,  services  as  Treasurer  and 

recording  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  57  95 
G.  R.  Perry,  services  as  Assessor,  1876,  50  00 
G.  R.  Perry,  services  as  Selectman,  Over- 
seer of  Poor,  75  00 
Isaac  T.  Brainan,  services  as  Assessor,  1876,  50  00 
Isaac  T.  Braman,  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor,  75  00 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor,  75  00 

$704  95 


STATE  AID. 


Paid  State  Aid  to  sundry  persons  up  to 
January  1,  1877, 


$372  00 
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INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  M.  R.  Warren,  book  of  drafts,  $7  00 

Thomas  S.  Pratt,  printing  reports,  47  70 

Bennett  &  Fuller,  legal  advice,  2  00 

Ruel  Robinson,  repairing,  etc.,  hearse,  52  25 

E.  L.  Briggs,  repairing  road  scraper,  2  50 

Ann  E.  Stevens,  damage  by  burning  brush  on 

highway,  30  00 

Stillman  A.  Wetherell,  for  diggiug  grave  for 

son  of  S.  Fletcher,  2  50 

Stillman  A  Wetherell,  for  digging  grave  of  B. 

Hunt,  3  00 

Messinger  &  Sweet,  Collector's  book,  F2  00 

John  F.  Peaterson,  harness  and  repairing  old 

harness,  33  60 

Howard  Perkins,  surveying,  making  plan  and 
drawing  specification  for  bridge  at  Barrows- 
ville,  10  00 

Thomas  S.  Pratt,  printing  Assessors'  blanks,  17  05 
L.  E.  White,  paying  tuition  of  scholars  sent  to 

Taunton,  and  school  books,  16  90 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  interest  on  borrowed  money,  20  84 
I.  T.  Braman,  sawing  cedar  shingles,  38  12 

J.  H.  White  &  S.  W.  Lincoln,  carrying  schol- 
ars to  No.  6,  winter  term;  37  50 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  paper,  school  committee,  79 
"         "       conveying  Wm.    Harney  to 
State  Almshouse,  4  00 
James  Wrigley,  care  Town  Hall,  1875  to  1876,  6  45 

<•     1876  to  1877,  5  40 
G.  R.  Perry,  for  stationery,  paper,  books,  etc.,  6  85 

$346  45 
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KEPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


District  No.  1. 

Paid  D.  K.  Carpenter,  water  pail,  $  30 

Wm.  Hale,  mason  work,  5  00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  books,  crayons  and  paper,  65 

Henry  Hunt,  repairs,  2  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  glass,  screws,  etc.,  74 


$8  69 

District  JVo.  2. 

Paid  John  Harvey,  repairs,  $8  79 

James  O.  Messinger,  setting  glass,  1  25 

Oren  E.  Walker,  repairs,  8  50 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  glass,  90 


$19  44 

District  JVb.  4. 

Paid  D.  K.  Carpenter,  broom,  water  pail,  5 

lights  glass,  $1  35 

Augustus  Lane,  repairing  windows  1  00 


$2  35 

District  JVo.  6. 

Paid  Earl  C.  White,  repairs,  $5  01 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  books,  crayon  and  paper,  50 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  nails  and  broom,  45 


$5  96 
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District  Mb.  7. 

Paid  Charles  H.  Makepeace,  repairs,  $6  50 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  nails  and  water  pail,  60 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  nails  and  broom,  18 

$7  28 

District  JSFo.  8. 

Paid  Joseph  Copeland,  repairs,  $2  00 

Joseph  Copeland,  repairs,  25  95 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  books,  crayon  and  paper,  1  55 


$29  50 


RECAPITULATION. 


Paid  for  support  of  schools,  2,107  75 

44                 poor  out  of  town,  455  47 

44                poor  out  of  almshouse,  649  65 

4i  roads  and  bridges,  2,064  52 

44  incidental  expenses,  346  45 

44  repairs  of  school-houses,  73  22 

44  State  aid,  372  00 

44  town  officers,  704  95 

44  support  of  poor  at  almshouse,  2,013  19 


$8,787  20 
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APPEOPRIATIONS. 


For  Roads  and  Bridges,  $2,000  00 

Poor  and  Incidental  Expenses.  1,500  00 

Schools,  1,800  00 

Repair  of  School-houses,  100  00 

Widening  road  at  Barrowsville,  300  00 

State  tax,  882  00 

County  tax,  801  90 


$7,383  90 

GEORGE  R.  PERRY, 
J.  R.  ROGERSON, 
ISAAC  T.  BRAMAN, 
Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  17,  1876. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Cash  in  Treasury  March  17,  1876,  $1,594  14 

Received  of  City  of  Taunton,  251  85 

Fall  River,  13  35 

Town  of  Rehoboth,  1  8  29 

Rochester,  9  50 

State  Treasurer,  for  bank  tax,  750  94 

state  aid,  372  00 
corporation  tax,    146  61 

school  fund,  243  47 

County  Treasurer,  from  dog  fund,  226  90 

for  a  pedler's  license,  6  00 
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Received  for  old  plank  sold,  $  50 

of  John  K.  Rogerson,  for  nails  4  52 

John  R.  Rogerson,  for  aid  returned,  5  00 

for  use  of  Town  Hall,  23  00 

income  from  Town  Farm,  443  50 

J.  A.  Leonard,  Collector  for  1875,  185  27 

J.  A.  Leonard,  interest  on  taxes,  10  55 

J.  S.  Wood,  Collector  for  1876,  6,284  21 


$10,589  60 

Contra. 

Paid  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,  $8,787  20 

state  tax,  882  00 

discount  on  taxes,  428  40 

abatement  of  taxes  to  J.  S.  Wood,  165  81 

abatement  of  taxes  to  J.  A.  Leonard,  32  85 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  17,  1877,  293  34 


A  $10,589  60 


AUSTIN  ME S SINGER,  Toam  Treasurer. 
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AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  Sundry  Persons. 

Norton,  March  17,  1877.  Dr. 
Amount  due  the  schools,  $808  05 

Amount  to  balance  account.  1,323  74 


$2,131  79 


Cr. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $293  34 

Amount  of  uncollected  taxes  in  hands  of  J.  S. 

Wood,  1874,  8  07 
Amount  of  uncollected  taxes  in  hands  of  J.  S. 

Wood,  1876,  552  18 

Amount  due  from  the  town  of  Rochester,  67  75 

Amount  due  from  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  56  74 

Amount  due  from  the  town  of  Easton,  56  74 

Amount  due  from  the  city  of  Taunton,  269  27 
Amount  due  from  the  State  for  Charles  Scammel,    10  00 

Amount  due  from  the  State  for  Wm.  G.  French,  8  00 

Amount  due  for  State  aid,  372  00 

Amount  due  from  Wading  River  Resevoir  Co.,  131  72 

Amount  due  from  city  of  Fall  River,  12  00 

Amount  due  for  support  of  Lucinda  Smith,  293  98 


Amount  due  the  town,  and  cash  in  hands 

of  Treasurer,  $2,131  79 


Balance  in  favor  of  town,  $1,323  74 

The  Auditing  Committee  have  examined  the  books  of 
the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept, 
and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

AUGUSTUS  LANE,  Auditing  Committee. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THE    YEAR   ENDING   APRIL  1,  1877. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Norton  : 

In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  law  the 
School  Committee  herewith  submit  their  annual  report 
to  the  town  of  the  condition  of  its  public  schools. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

No  change  has  been  made  the  past  year  in  text 
books,  though  it  seems  to  us  and  to  those  who  are 
most  familiar  with  our  schools,  that  a  different  text 
book  in  Orthography  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  one 
now  in  use  is  very  defective,  especially  in  orthoepy 
and  syllabification,  and  so  many  spelling  books  have 
since  been  published,  which  are  nearly  perfect  in 
those  particulars,  that  it  seems  needless  to  use  a  spel- 
ler which  is  imperfect  and  antiquated.  Well  aware 
that  no  change  in  text  books,  adds  to  the  popularity 
of  a  committee,  and  that  a  change  is  attended  with 
some  expense  to  the  town,  still  we  think  the  advanta- 
ges gained  would  make  the  investment  a  good  one  for 
the  town. 
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ATTENDANCE. 

We  are  glad  to  call  attention  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  scholars  neither  absent  or  tardy,  and  to  the 
high  average  of  punctuality  in  our  schools.  Of  those 
who  attend  school  not  much  is  left  to  be  desired  on 
this  head ;  but  the  percentage  of  children  in  town  be- 
tween five  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  who  attend  school 
regularly,  is  below  what  it  ought  to  be.  True,  the 
General  Statutes  provides  a  remedy  for  this  state  of 
things,  but  the  enforcement  of  it,  in  cities  the  work  of 
police,  is  rather  an  ungracious  task  for  the  committee. 
Upon  some  frivolous  pretext,  the  children  are  allowed 
to  be  absent  a  week,  or  are  not  allowed  to  start  with 
the  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,disturbing  the 
school  by  their  late  appearance,  disarranging  classes 
by  needless  absence,  and  in  our  judgment  materially 
abstracting  the  progress  of  the  school.  The  commit- 
tee hope  that  parents  will  see  to  it,  that  their  children 
are  not  detained  at  home,  except  on  unavoidable  ne- 
cessity. 

DISTKICT  No.  7. 

In  accordance  with  a  vote  passed  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Committee,  the  school  in  this  District  was  dis- 
continued the  first  two  terms  of  the  year.  During  the 
winter  however  a  very  successful  school  of  eleven 
scholars  was  taught  by  Miss  Austin.  What  is  most 
advisable  to  do  here  the  coming  year  is  an  open  ques- 
tion. Shall  we  pursue  the  plan  of  the  last  year  in  the 
next  or  not  ?  We  mention  it  that  the  committee  may 
give  it  thought  and  be  prepared  to  act  thereon  at  their 
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first  meeting.  Can  the  scholars  be  as  well,  and  more 
economically  provided  for  elsewhere,  or  shall  the 
school  be  kept  up  I 

DISTRICT  No  8. 

The  destruction  of  the  school-building  in  this  dis- 
trict during  the  Thanksgiving  vacation,  by  an  incendi- 
ary fire,  prevented  the  winter  session  of  this  school. 
This  was  more  to  be  regretted  as  the  house  was  in  ex- 
cellent condition  for  school  purposes,  having  been  re- 
paired and  refitted  within  a  year  or  two.  The  school 
register  being  in  the  building  at  the  time,  was  destroyed 
with  the  rest,  and  this  must  be  our  apology  for  the 
incompleteness  of  our  report,  in  some  of  its  details. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  new  school-house  which,  the 
town  voted  to  erect  in  this  district,  will  be  completed 
in  season  to  open  with  the  others  at  the  beginning  of 
the  summer  term. 

APPROPRIATION. 

It  is  for  the  interest  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  town 
that  it  should  increase  in  valuation  and  in  population. 
One  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  a  town  is  good 
schools,  and  strangers  looking  for  a  residence  or  de- 
siring to  locate  in  business  will  choose,  other  things 
being  equal,  the  place  which  has  the  best  educational 
facilities.  Our  school  terms  are  not  long  enough, 
our  vacations  too  long,and  it  might  with  some  show  of 
justice  be  suspected  by  a  stranger  that  all  we  desired 
was  to  see,  not  how  much  we  can  do  for  our  schools, 
but  how  little  and  satisfy  the  law  and  our  own  sense 
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of  justice  to  the  children.  We  do  not  believe  this 
opinion  would  be  correct,  but  we  do  believe  that  our 
schools  should  be  kept  at  least  nine  months  in  the 
year,  that  the  town  may  have  at  least  as  good  a  rank 
in  educational  matters  in  the  future  as  it  has  had  in  the 
past,  and  we  therefore  would  most  earnestly  request 
an  advanced  appropriation  for  school  purposes,  as  in 
no  other  way  can  the  desired  lengthened  term  be  ob- 
tained. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

We  feel  justified  in  stating  the  past  school  year 
to  have  been  a  successful  one,  and  that  its  work 
has  been  well  and  truly  accomplished.  There  have 
been  exceptions  indeed,  but  not  enough  to  break 
down  our  statement.  These  defects  and  failures  are 
imminent  from  many  causes,  but  more  especially  with 
us  have  occurred  by  reason  of  the  teachers  being  em- 
ployed for  only  a  single  term,  making  nearly  as  many 
different  instructors  as  there  are  schools  in  town,  mul- 
tiplied by  the  number  of  terms  in  a  year. 

During  the  past  year  a  marked  eminence,  both  in 
scholarship  and  deportment,  was  observed  by  your 
Committee  in  those  schools  under  the  same  teacher 
for  two  or  more  terms,  and  in  general  we  would  favor 
the  plan  of  hiring  for  a  year  over  that  of  employment 
for  a  single  term  only. 

We  wish  here  to  put  in  a  plea  for  a  most  careful 
regard  to  impartiality  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties. 
We  well  know  that  able  and  efficient  teachers  are  few 
and  not  often  to  be  hired  for  eight  dollars  a  week. 
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The  most  serious  difficulty  in  procuring  good  in- 
structors is  carelessness  of  the  local  committee  in 
making  their  selections,  aided  by  the  indifference  of 
public  sentiment  to  supporting  their  Examining  Com- 
mittee in  the  enforcement  of  a  proper  standard  of 
qualifications.  Teachers  are,  Ave  regret  to  say,  some- 
times selected  because  of  their  kinship  or  friendship, 
without  reference  to  their  capacity  as  tutors.  It 
should  not  be  forgotton  that  the  real  teacher  is  such 
by  the  right  Divine  of  an  inherent  fitness  for  his  own 
peculiar  work,  that  this  is  not  the  property  of  many  in- 
deed of  very  few  and  that  amiability,  respectability 
or  even  ties  of  association  to  the  local  committee  are 
not  substitutes  for  it.  A  person  may  be  able  to  an- 
swer the  questions  put  to  him  in  an  examination  and 
yet  one  term's  probation  show  him  to  be  unfit  to  im- 
part knowledge  or  to  develop  the  capacities  of  per- 
ceiving it  in  their  pupils.  They  may  be  unfit  to 
stand  at  the  head  of  a  school  or  to  be  master  in  a 
school-room.  Yet  when  the  Examining  Committee 
rejects  them,  though  they  lack  the  most  important 
qualities,  they  need  the  courage  of  Ajax  to  front  the 
vollies  of  wrath  levelled  at  them. 

We  hope  and  believe  that  our  citizens  will  place 
the  seal  of  their  condemnation  on  the  spirit  that 
would  enthrone  incapacity  in  the  chair  of  the  teacher 
and  defend  itself  by  moral  violence  and  a  logic  self- 
conscious  of  its  falsehood. 

Three  things  therefore  we  desire  to  insure  the  suc- 
cess of  our  schools  ;  a  high  standard  and  stringent 
criticism  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  in  selecting 
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teachers;  hearty  co-operation  on  the  side  of  the  par- 
ents and  a  generous  support  by  the  town.  Without 
these  we  can  achieve  nothing,  with  them  success  will 
be  unlimited  and  our  schools  will  prosper. 

GEO.  W.  WILD,  Jr., 
AUGUSTUS  LANE, 

For  the  School  Committee. 


BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Lloyd  E.  White,  Wm.  W.  Smith, 

Augustus  Lane,  Josiah  Woodward, 

Oren  E.  Walker,  Joseph  Copeland, 

Geo.  W.  Wild,  Jr.,  Geo.  W.  Makepeace, 

Wm.  D.  Wetherell. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman — Augustus  Lane. 

Visiting  Committee — Augustus  Lane,  Geo.  AY. Wild,  Jr., 
Lloyd  E.  White. 

Examining  Committee —  Augustus  Lane,  Lloyd  E. 
White,  Geo.V.  Wild,  Jr. 

Secretary — Geo,  W.  Wild,  Jr. 
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TEACHERS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1877 

School  No.  1. 
Summer, — L.  C.  Southard,  Portland,  Mc. 

Winter, 

J  Frances  C.  Blandin,  Attleboro. 

School  No.  2. 
Summer, — Gardner  Dunham,  Attleboro. 
Winter,  \  Frank  J'  Kino>  Providence,  R.  L 

School  No.  3. 

Summer,  ^ 

Fall,        >  Solomon  W.  Bates,  Portland,  Me. 
Winter,  } 

School  No.  4. 

Summer,  )  ~       TT  •  _T 
Fall         \  ^*ara  Hodges,  Norton. 

Winter, — John  D.  Roberts,  Boston. 


School  No.  5. 

Summer,*  } 

Fall,  >  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  Taunton, 
Winter,  ) 

School  No.  6. 


Summer, — Ella  White,  Ohio. 
Winter  \  Mary  E.  Blandin,  Norton. 

School  No.  7. 
Winter, — Adelaide  E.  Austin. 

School  No.  8. 
Fall11161'  \  Myra  M.  Holmes,  Yarmouth. 
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NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  ATTEND- 
ANCE. 

School  No.  1. 

Fall. — Mabel  E.  Blandin,  Ellen  Steadman,  Lizzie  S. 
Briggs,  Carrie  A.  Briggs,  Edith  M.  Boynton,  Mary  A. 
Barker,  Nettie  H.  Clapp. 

Winter. — Edith  M.  Boynton,  Nettie  H.  Clapp,  Mary 
Coyle,  Dora  Steadman  Delia  A  Briggs,  Alfred  W.  Wild, 
Andrew  Coyle,  Herbert  M.  Shaw. 

School  No.  2. 

Summer. — Lottie  Stockwell. 
Fall. — Lottie  Stockwell. 

School  No.  4. 

Summer. — Annie  Ledcly,  Charlie  Freeman,  Monroe  L. 
Handy,  Elmer  E.  Lane,  Dwight  F.  Lane,  Walter  IL 
Lane,  Peter  Leddy,  Charles  A.  Richmond. 

Fall. — Annie  Gilroy,  Charles  A.  Freeman,  Elmer  E. 
Lane,  Dwight  F.  Lane,  Walter  H.  Lane,  Peter  Leddy. 

Winter. — Dwight  F.  Lane,  Walter  H.  Lane. 

School  No  5. 

Summer. — Mable  L.  Leonard,  Florence  G.  Sweet, 
Lizzie  A.  Smith,  Elmer  G.  Bruce,  Alton  W.  Leonard, 
Horace  F.  Sweet,  S.  Abbot  Smith,  Geo.  E.  Smith,  Wal- 
ter C.  S.  Wood. 

Fall. — Mabel  L.  Leonard,  Florence  G.  Sweet,  Lizzie  A. 
Smith,  Alton  W.  Leonard,  Horace  F.  Sweet,  Willie  D. 
liar  don,  Geo.  E.  Smith. 

Winter. — Mabel  L,  Leonard,  Florence  S.  Sweet,  Lizzie 
A.  Smith,  Willie  D.  Hardon,  Horace  F.  Sweet,  Walter 
C.  S.  Wood, 
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School  No.  6. 

Fall. — Hattic  L.  Blalidiri,  Geo.  F.  Leavitt,  Chas.  F. 
Holmes. 

Winter. — Hattie  M.  Brettun,  Annie  M.  Wilson,  Chan- 
ning  Brettun,  Emmons  H.  Lincoln,  Eddie  L.  O'Brien. 

School  No.  7. 

Winter. — Chas.  L.  Briggs,  Fred.  A.  Draper,  Joseph 
Draper,  Emma  D.  Draper,  Geo.  E.  Keith,  Florence  M. 
Keith,*  Alice  E.  Keith,  Winnie  Austin. 

Dwight  F.  Lane  has  been  perfect  in  attendance  live  years 
in  succession. 
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Number  of 

Days 
School  kept- 

c 

00 

o 

Cost  per 
Scholar 
a  week. 

C5                                 GO               l4               »0'              ,_(         00  O 
CM              CO              M              GNI              CO              ^        00  CO 

For  Wood  and 

Care  of 
School-houses. 

$39.62 
30.00 
33.20 
33.50 
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30.00 

12.50 
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CO 

CM 
CM 
t& 
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by  Teachers 
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CO 
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©a 
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SCHOOL  TEEMS. 

(  Summer, 
1 1  Fall, 
\  Winter, 
(  Summer, 

2  \  Fall, 

(  Winter, 
(  Summer, 

3  \  Fall, 

(  Winter, 
("  Summer, 

4  I  Fall, 

I  Winter, 
(  Summer, 

5  \  Fall, 

(  Winter, 
C  Summer, 

6  I  Fall, 

{  Winter, 
7— Winter, . 
^  (  Summer, 

I  Fall, 

Total, 

ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

$ele6tiqe:q,  Ovei^'eer^  of  :Pooi(, 
TREASURER, 

AKD 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

/ 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 


Year  Ending  March  16,  1878. 


MANSFIELD  : 

T.  S.  PRATT,  STEAM  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 
I878. 


Selectmen's  Report. 


EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 
No.  1. 

Paid  Alice  H.  Round,  10  weeks,  Spring 


term, 

$90  00 

Arthur  M.  ±\ouncl,  o  weeks,  -ball 

term , 

45 

00 

Arthur  M.  Round,  5  weeks,  Fall 

term, 

45 

00 

Arthur  M.  Hound,  12  weeks,  Win- 

ter term, 

108 

00 

L.  B.  Dean,  wood, 

30 

00 

A.  W.  Wild,  care  of  school-room, 

3 

00 

A.  W.  Wild,  care  of  school-room, 

a 

00 

JSTo.  2. 

IF.  E.  Blandin,  10  weeks,  Spring 

term , 

$85  00 

F.  R.  Blandin,  10  weeks,  Fall 

term, 

90 

00 

C.  S.  Forbes,  12  weeks,  Winter 

term, 

108 

00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  wood, 

20 

00 

Alden  G.  Walker,  building  fires, 

6 

00 

$309  00 
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No.  3. 


Paid  Bessie  A.  Bliss,  10  weeks,  Spring 

term,  $80  00 

Bessie  A.  Bliss,  10  weeks,  Fall 


term, 

80 

00 

Bessie  A.  Bliss,  12  weeks,  Winter 

term, 

108 

00 

Josiah  Woodward,  wood, 

14 

23 

Fred.  C.  Woodward,  building  fires, 

G 

00 

JYo.  4. 

Paid  Myra  M.  Holmes,  10  weeks,  Spring 

term , 

$90  00 

Myra  M.  Holmes,  10  weeks,  Fall 

term , 

90 

00 

W.  A.  Estey,  12  weeks,  Winter 

term, 

132 

00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  wood, 

22 

00 

Walter  H.  Lane,  building  fires, 

G 

00 

No.  5. 

T^Qirl  Tonne  "W"  WII/^ay    1  C\  \xrnd\i'c  Snvinn" 
X  dlU.  xbittlL/  >>  .  y\  11CUA,  JLU  >VL/t^£Vk5,  Op!  IIIq 

lci  m , 

$80  00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  4  weeks,  Fall 

term, 

32 

00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  6  weeks,  Fall 

term, 

48 

00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  4  weeks, Winter 

term, 

32 

00 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  8  weeks, Winter 

term, 

G4 

00 

W.  W.  Smith,  wood, 

15 

55 

W.  Clifford  Smith,  building  fires, 

6 

00 

$288  23 


•$277  55 


No.  6. 

Paid  D.  J.  Crane,  10  weeks,  Spring"  term,  $75  00 
D.  J.  Crane,  10  weeks,  Fall  term,  80  00 
D.  J.  Crane,  12  weeks, Winter  term,  102  00 
G.  E.  Leonard,  wood,  22  00 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln,  building  fires,  5  50 
Elmer  Burt,  building  fires,  6  00 


No.  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  10  weeks, 

Spring  term,  $60  00 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  10  weeks, 

Fall  term,  60  00 

F.  D.  Hunt,  wood,  7  00 


No.  8. 

Paid  L.  E.  Thomas,  6  weeks,  Spring 

term,  $54  00 

M.  B.  Copeland,  10  weeks,  Fall 

term,  90  00 

Myra  M.  Holmes,  10  weeks,  Winter 

term,  100  00 

Otis  B.  Dean,  wood,  16  00 

Robert  Brittun,  building  fires,  8  00 

Robert  Brittun,  building  fires,  5  00 


mo  so 


$127  00 


00 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Appropriation,  $2,000  00 

District  JVb.  1 — B.  II.  Richmond %  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $256  77 


B.  H.  Richmond,  labor, 

$64  65 

44           4  4         for  lumber, 

31 

01 

44           44         for  spikes, 

2 

85 

Alfred  Barker,  labor, 

24 

21 

R.  P.  Hodges,  44 

15 

83 

Eddie  Freeman,  44 

3 

75 

Charles  H.  Smith,  labor, 

33 

80 

William  Gale,  labor, 

12 

50 

Oliver  Titus,  labor, 

25 

80 

A.  Caswell,  labor, 

3 

17 

Charles  Reed,  labor, 

6 

67 

George  Reed,  labor, 

1 

00 

John  Fitzgerald,  labor, 

o 
O 

33 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  labor, 

12 

50 

Charles  Clapp,  labor, 

7 

91 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  labor, 

10 

93 

Loren  Willis,  labor, 

13 

09 

Ebenezer  Willis,  labor, 

1 

17 

B.  IT.  Richmond,  labor, 

22 

05 

Oliver  Titus,  labor, 

11 

09 

Frank  Steadman,  labor, 

2 

50 

Charles  Woodward,  labor, 

1 

00 

Wm.  Reed,  labor, 

2 

50 

James  Briggs,  labor, 

15 

10 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  gravel, 

4 

04 

Wm.  E.  Payson,  gravel, 

8 

05 

$340  00 


Exceeds  appropriation,  $82  63 

Of  the  above  $89.12  was  expended  in  building  bridge 
near  Willis'  Mills. 
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District  No.  2 — Oren  E.  Walker,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $331  05 


T**iir?           TT    r^nrlrlincr  Inline* 

JL  ilLU     TV  •   lit    VyUvlU.lI.lg,   lclUUi  , 

$38 
«P<j  o 

92 
«-/^ 

to.  j±.  vv  einereii, 

c 

o 

oo 
uu 

daillLb  ivicv^aot?, 

i  o 

uu 

X     fl    Walter  " 

vjt.  vv  aiKei , 

1  9 

on 
uu 

Will,  w  emeieii, 

1 

1  9 

Will.  -LiliUlldi  LI , 

o 

yjyj 

TT  S  Frppinnn  9r]  << 

J.JL.    O.   £  1          Hldil  ,  , 

l  £ 

TT    MnTlnrllo  " 
Xj.  ±YlCJL/UUie, 

i 

± 

oo 

"RVnnlr  Stp'TfliTiin  " 

Jl  ItllllV        I  vT'illAlllrtlJ  i 

R 

00 

Charles  White,  '  " 

4 

75 

I.  L.  Grant,           4  4 

3 

00 

C.  S.  Wetherell,  " 

7 

00 

C  H  Bri^o-c  << 

•     Jl  JL  •     JJ1  I<m,^u  ^ 

10 

00 

0.  D.  Lane,  for  plank, 

3 

00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  plank, 

25 

50 

44             44  lnrnhpi1 

1  1 1  111  KJKjJ. 

ftfnno  for 

y    to  \j\J  Li-y^  )    XKJ  X. 

8 

00 

C.  Payson,  gravel, 

3 

00 

H.  S.  Freeman,  gravel, 

1 

50 

W.  H.  Codding,  labor, 

68 

C.  E.  Walker,  labor, 

15 

00 

H.  E.  Walker,  labor, 

12 

00 

A.  Perry,  spikes, 

1 

00 

P.  White,  labor, 

15 

00 

David  Prior,  labor, 

50 

0.  E.  Walker,  labor, 

106 

11 

Paid  0.  E.  Walker,  labor,  in 

March,  1877, 

s 


District  JVo.  3 — George  F.  Woodward,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $239 


Paid  Geo.  F.  Woodward,  labor, 

$36 

83 

H.  Danforth,  labor, 

14 

74 

John  Galligan,  labor, 

8 

54 

James  Galligan,  labor, 

8 

U 

B.  E.  Goff,  labor, 

5 

27 

James  McCabe,  labor, 

5 

10 

Josiah  Woodward,  labor, 

11 

12 

George  E.  Hall,  labor, 

12 

10 

A.  A.  Woodward,  labor, 

5 

22 

Joseph  Brady,  labor, 

1 

19 

Lewis  H.  Willis,  labor, 

11 

60 

Seneca  Lincoln,  labor, 

13 

34 

Thomas  Gaffney,  labor, 

8 

12 

James  Coyle,  labor, 

2 

97 

James  Gaffney,  labor, 

1 

36 

Herbert  Woodward,  labor, 

3 

74 

B.  B.  Golf,  labor, 

50 

G.  B.  Crane,  labor, 

22 

89 

Philander  Smith,  gravel, 

4 

77 

E.  P.  Woodward,  44 

2 

88 

George  E.  Hall,  .  44 

3 

30 

Sally  Woodward,  " 

84 

Herbert  Woodward,  " 

1 

02 

Ann  M.  Woodward,  44 

1 

23 

G.  H.  Arnold, 

51 

Geo.  F.  Woodward,  labor, 

10 

20 

Horse  and  cart, 

6 

12 

G.  P.  Lincoln,  labor, 

6 

97 

Herbert  Woodward,  labor, 

1 

19 

James  Gaffney,  labor, 

1 

87 

Thomas  Gaffney,  labor, 

2 

04 

444           44       horse,  labor, 

84 

9 


.  Barney  Coyle,  labor, 

$3 

23 

L.  Willis,  labor, 

5 

78 

"       labor,  horse, 

4 

08 

B.  R.  Goff,  labor, 

4 

42 

John  McCormick,  labor, 

4 

93 

44           44         labor,  horse, 

3 

48 

John  Coyle,  labor, 

z 

OD 

John  Galligan,  labor, 

1 

70 

44           44     labor,  horse, 

1 

20 

Herbert  Woodward,  gravel, 

1 

14 

Lewis  Willis,  gravel, 

78 

Josiah  Woodward,  gravel, 

3 

15 

$253  01 


Exceeds  appropriation,  $13  91 


District  JVo.  4 —  Wm.  A.  Lane,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $277  70 


Paid  Geo.  H.  Arnold,  labor, 

$34 

61 

John  H.  Arnold,  44 

13 

60 

Augustus  Lane,  44 

'  33 

84 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  44 

69 

94 

Edgar  A.  Freeman,  44 

6 

60 

Stafford  &  Co., 

11 

78 

Ward  Richmond,  labor, 

5 

44 

Geo.  H.  Richmond,  44 

7 

39 

Albert  W.  Tucker,  44 

10 

88 

C.  Frank  Sweet,  44 

1 

70 

C.  S.  Sweet  4- 

1 

70 

Hugh  Gilroy,  44 

2 

94 

M.  B.  Allen, 

1 

44 

Thomas  P.  Card,  44 

5 

10 

Simeon  L.  Lane,  44 

17 

G8 

10 


Paid  P.  &  T.  Plunkett,  labor,  $4  50 

T.  B.  Thayer,           <<  9  30 

Henry  T.  Wilbur,     "  8  06 

Alviu  D.  Lee,           "  1  70 

Samuel  Fletcher,       "  1  28 

R.  Martin,               "  3  83 

Samuel  E.  Lane,      "  1  95 

Allen  D.  Lane,         "  6  62 

David  C.  Lane,         "  3  06 

Ward  &  D.  H.  Richmond,  labor,  8  00 

Edmond  Estey,  labor,  6  72 


$279  86 


Exceeds  appropriation,  $2  16 

District  No.  5 — J.  S.  Wood,  purveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $213  17 


J.  S.  Wood,  labor, 

$24 

20 

Jason  Thompson,  labor, 

6 

17 

W.  W.  Smith,  labor  and  gravel, 

21 

18 

J.  D.  Sweet,  labor, 

2 

36 

John  D.  Hardon,  labor  and  gravel, 

14 

86 

S.  LeBaron  Smith,  labor, 

8 

25 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,  " 

7 

65 

A.  Bruce,  " 

4 

31 

Silas  A.  Cobb,  " 

1 

53 

Wm.  R.  Fobes,         4 4 

4 

08 

Daniel  S.  Cobb, 

6 

80 

J.  S.  Wood,  posts, 

2 

00 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  labor, 

27 

95 

Wm.  T.  Carpenter,  labor, 

3 

71 

T.  Carver, 

19 

85 

O.  B.  Sweet, 

5 

00 

Moses  Hunt,            4  4 

18 

13 

11 


Paid  Town  of  Norton,  L.  E.  Leonard, 

Supt.,  labor,  $1  50 

Charles  Rogers,  labor,  12  61 

J.  S.  Wood,       «  27  21 

  $219  35 


Exceeds  appropriation,  $6  18 


District  JVo.  6 — Moses  Lincoln,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $201  50 

Paid  E.  C.  White,  labor,  gravel  and 


sleeper, 

$60  58 

David  Heirth, 

labor, 

16  57 

Moses  Lincoln, 

60  88 

E.  R.  Leonard 

31  79 

Eugene  Burt, 

i  6 

1  36 

J.  S.  Elliott, 

it 

1  53 

Luke  Lothrop, 

i  i 

2  95 

B.  F.  Woodward,  plank  and 

spikes,   16  84 

Cynthia  Field, 

gravel, 

3  00 

$201  50 


District  JSTo.  7 — Elbridge  D.  Keith,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation,  $231  14 

Paid  Elbridge  D.  Keith,  labor,  $103  30 

Sidney  Pratt,           "  15  75 

Frank  D.  Hunt,        "  5  25 

Adolphus  Hunt,        "  12  70 

David  Waterman,     "  10  05 

Charles  Bliss,           "  16  05 

Richmond  Bliss,       "  5  25 
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Paid  Martin  L.  Keith,  labor,  $4  27 

S.  A.  Draper,          44  1  60 

Frank  Butts,            44  3  75 

-John  Lincoln,           44  1  50 

Hodges  Eddy,  44  16  20 
B.  F.  Woodward,  plank  and  spikes,  26  95 

Charles  Woodward,  gravel,  2  00 

Cephas  Woodward,      44  1  60 

Moses  Lincoln,            44  3  00 

Sidney  Pratt,               44  1  00 

Martin  L.  Keith,          4  4  92 


$231  14 


District  JVo.  8—  W.  D.  WithereU,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation, 

Paid  Sumner  W.  Lincoln,  labor, 

$25 

59 

John  H.  Lincoln,  4fc 

10 

23 

Silas  W.  Lincoln,  44 

20 

06 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln,  44 

7 

54 

Edwin  Lincoln,  44 

8 

19 

Moses  O.  Lincoln.  44 

9 

63 

Chimney  L.  Lincoln,  44 

3 

90 

Emery  C.  Lincoln,  44 

9 

18 

Joseph  Copeland,  44 

9 

52 

Lawrence  Copeland,  44 

O 

o 

91 

Arthur  W.  Bolton,  44 

6 

20 

Charlie  L.  Bolton,  44 

3 

91 

O.  B.  Dean,  44 

12 

24 

H.  L.  Brown,  44 

11 

90 

W.  D.  Witherell, 

38 

04 

Geo.  A.  Leonard,  44 

11 

60 

A.  H.  Leonard,  44 

9 

22 

J.  H.  Leonard,  44 

6 

14 

13 


Paid  Everett  Lothrop, 
A.  J.  Lothrop, 
W.  D.  Washburn, 
Everett  Washburn, 
J.  H.  Washburn, 
D.  B.  Field, 
J.  H.  White, 
J.  W.  Godfrey, 


labor, 


$8  56 

3  06 

4  76 
3  90 

5  26 


42 
95 
67 


$249  57 


Total, 


$2,111  48 


POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 


Paid  Geo.  E.  Perry,  aid  C.  H.  Norcutt,  $5  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  house  rent,  John  Hogan,    12  50 
"  "  "  7  50 

10  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  "  143  98 

39  61 
33  19 

wood,  "  16  66 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods,  "  16  52 

«  m  <<  u  8  20 

44           "    Mrs.  Lucy  Washburn,  3  91 

n           a           «           «              «  6  61 

"           "           "    A.  Jones,  50 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  Lucy  J. 

Washburn,  17  60 

Stafford  &  Co.,  aid,  A.  Jones,  10  12 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  Lucy  J.  "Washburn,  14  52 
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Paid  M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  C.  H.  Noreutt,  $9  00 

\                "       B.  Skinner,  8  00 

H.  W.  White,  19  00 

a               a               t<  23  00 


$412  42 


ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  $210  42 

George  M.  Sweet,  horse,  135  00 

George  L.  Reed,  labor,  5  00 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin,  6  00 

James  L.  Wrigley,  carpentering,  29  63 

Est.  Eddy  Lincoln,  lumber,  21  47 

Otis  L.  Keith,  bull,  25  00 

Rogerson  Bros,  groceries,  359  97 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  140  58 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods,  49  80 

O.  H.  Lane,  provisions,  168  94 

Maynard  Newcomb,  groceries,  201  66 

123  66 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  wood,  4  20 

L.  E.  Allen,  wood,  23  19 

Rogerson  Bros.,  groceries,  46  11 
L.  E.  Leonard,  services  as  Superintendent 

of  Almshouse,  225  00 

L.  E.  Leonard,  sundry  bills,  84  87 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,    27  98 

J.  H.  Blandin,  soap,  14  00 

George  A.  Dean,  provisions,  16  01 

B.  F.  Woodward,  boards,  4  16 
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Paid  S.  J.  Kenniston,  brooms,  etc.,  $4  00 

C.  S.  Makepeace,  labor,  3  13 

D.  S.  Cobb,  wood,  3  33 
W.  W.  Smith,  labor,  2  00 
C.  H.  Briggs,  stock  for  wheelbarrow,  87 
G.  T.  Crane,  blacksmitkmg,  9  32 
J.  F.  Peterson,  repairing  harnesses,  7  45 
John  D.  Hardon,  pig,  3  00 
Otis  A.  Thayer,  use  of  horse,  10  00 
Alexander  Foster,  wood  and  iron  work,  13  13 


$1,978  48 


POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 
Paid  R.  P.  Hodges,  house  rent,  Mrs.  Brown,        $15  00 

a             «                   it                   <<  15  00 

J.  P.  Burdick,  aid,  Minnie  Crane,  6  00 

B.  C.  Wetherell,  bread,  B.  Hunt,  4  15 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard,  2  15 

P.  Foster,  7  32 

44           44              44        B.  Hunt,  8  11 

4  4           4  4              4  4        Mrs.  Brown,  6  40 

M.  Newcomb,           44             44  15  06 

44        B.  Hunt,  8  88 
M.  M.  Williams,    3  00 

H.  G.  Leonard,  16  00 
12  00 

E.  Thurbcr,  3  00 

•    44        P.  Foster,  10  47 

4  4                    4  4             4  4  8  00 
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PaiclM.  Newcomb,  groceries,  Mrs.  Brown,  $18  00 

W.  D.  Washburn,  6  00 

B.  Hunt,  6  88 

44                 44        J.  Harvey,  1  25 

E.  Westgate,  3  00 

Taunton  Lun.  Asy.,  support  Eliza  H.  Perry,  45  50 

a                    a                  a               u                a  45  40 

<<              tt            n           tt           a  47  go 

it                "              a            a             a  47  25 

J.  B.  Rogerson,  goods,  Mrs.  Brown,  1  70 

W.  D.  Washburn,  5  34 

"           4 4           44     J.  Harvey,  1  75 

44           44           44     Samuel  Fletcher,  4  20 
"     D.  K.  Leonard's  family,  4  00 

A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  J.  Harvey,  2  04 

B.  N.  Woodward,  house  rent,  J.  Harvey,  7  00 
Town  of  Melrose,  aid,  Eleanor  Tucker,  12  00 

"       Mansfield,  aid,  Henry  Bruce,  32  33 

44              44        44    Charles  H.  Briggs,  30  96 

Shirley,  aid,  Hilliard  Witherell,  43  56 

City  of  Boston,  aid,  F.  D.  Woodward,  13  73 

New  Bedford,  aid,  Tabitha  Bruce,  7  00 

44      Chelsea,  aid,  family  of  Laban  Smith,  54  00 

Geo.  ft.  Perry,  aid,  H.  G.  Leonard,  2  00 
George  L.  Kimball,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard, 

1876-7,  27  00 

L.  B.  Dean,  wood,  Mrs.  Brown,  2  25 


$612  28 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


.  B.  M.  Rounds,  medical  attendance, 

$Z  ( 

DV 

q  n 
61 

r  a 

6 1 

ou 

O  i 

r  r\ 
i)V 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  services  as  Assessor, 

50 

00 

G.  R.  Perry,           "  " 

50 

00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor, 

50 

00 

G.  R.  Perry,  services  as  Selectman  and  Ov- 

erseer of  Poor, 

75 

00 

I.  T.  Braman,  services  as  Assessor,  Select- 

man and  Overseer  of  Poor, 

100 

00 

J.  S.  Wood,  collecting  taxes,  1876, 

34 

18 

a        "           •<           "  1877, 

67 

53 

Augustus  Lane,  services  as  School  Committee, 

25 

00 

h              a           ft                 a  a 

20 

00 

Geo. W. Wild,  Jr.,  " 

45 

00 

Austin  Messinger,  services  as  Treasurer, 

and  recording  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 

71 

05 

$727  76 


STATE  AID. 


Paid  State  aid  to  sundry  persons,  up  to  Janu- 

1, 1878,  $312  00 
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INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  T.  S.  Pratt,  printing  reports  and  posters,  $54  70 
"       »           "  "  13  65 
Albert  A.  Rotch,  printing,  2  00 
Taunton  National  Bank,  principal  and  in- 
terest on  borrowed  money,                     3,586  84 
L.  E.  White,  legal  advice,  1  00 
Brown  &  White,    "  1  00 
Geo.  II.  Arnold,  cash  paid  E.  H.  Bennett 
for  committing  M.  S.  Crane  to  the  In- 
sane Asylum,  5  00 
Messinger  &  Sweet,  Assessors'  books,  1  25 
Geo.  W.  Freeman,  error  in  taxes,  9  40 
P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffins  for  paupers,  20  00 
Wm.  E.  Washburn,  digging  grave  for  child 

of  H.  G.  Leonard,  1  50 
C.  W.  Elliott,  damage  to  wagon  by  defect 

in  highway,  5  00 
Estate  of  Eddy  Lincoln,  sawing  and  plan- 
ing lumber,  15  22 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Crane,  tickets  to  Taunton  for 

Carrie  E.  Crane,  8  00 
I.  T.  Braman,  car  fare  to  Tewksbury  with 

pauper  and  to  Shirley  after  paupers,  18  36 
E.  L.  Briggs,  blacksmithing,  1  90 
J.  W.  Hinckley,  insurance  on  No.  8  school- 
house,  15  CO 
J.  E.  Rogerson,  stationery  and  postage,  5  00 
J.  E.  Wilbur,  examining  records,  1  50 
L.  M.  Stanley,  returning  deaths,  1  75 
Moses  Lincoln,  land  taken  to  straighten  road,  15  00 
A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  posts,  4  00 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  Treasurer,  500  00 


$4,287  07 
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REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 
District  JVo.  1. 


Paid  A.  B.  Boynton,  repairs,  $6  75 

Geo.  White,           »  10  68 

A.  B.  Boynton,      "  2  50 

*<          «           <<  5  05 

S.  W.  Thacher,      "  6  50 

H.  A.  Dickerman,  6  erasers,  1  00 

Chas.  Haggerty,  setting  glass,  1  10 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  glass,  40 

J.  E.  Bogerson,  crayon,  20 

A.  M.  Rounds,  book  for  desk,  1  30 

M.  Newcomb,  broom,  glass,  85 

"       "       lock,  glass,  45 

A.  M.  Rounds,  repairing  blackboard,  4  65 


$41  43 

District  JSFo.  2. 

Paid  Oren  E.  Walker,  repairs,  $7  50 

"  22  00 

J.  O.  Messinger,  painting,  42  91 


$72  41 

District  JVo.  3. 

Paid  Josiah  Woodward,  repairs,  $48  99 

District  No.  4. 

Paid  A.  K.  Williams,  lumber,  $12  51 

J.  L.  Wrigley,  labor,  3  38 

A.  S.  Tucker,      "  6  26 
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Paid  Augustus  Lane,  repairs,  $10  96 

H.  A.  Tiukham,  stove,  16  50 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  etc.,  85 

$50  46 

District  No.  5. 

Paid  W.  W.  Smith,  repairs,  $2  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  broom,  40 
M.  Newcomb,  glass,  broom  and  crayon,  1  10 

"  "     and  putty,  15 

$3  65 

District  No.  6. 

Paid  R.  H.  Bobbins,  repairs,  $9  50 

E.  R.  Leonard,  "  15  00 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  20 

a  a  f,i  4Q 

Elmer  Burt,  broom,  25 

$25  35 

District  iVo.  7. 

Paid  D.  K.  Carpenter,  broom,  $0  40 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  crayon,  etc.,  1  65 

$2  05 

District  No.  <9, 

Paid  Otis  B.  Dean,  stove,  pump,  books,  $58  13 
"           44     6  erasers,  dust  pan  and  chair 

repaired,  2  60 

"           <4    crayons  and  key,  50 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  books,  2  98 

J.  A.  Swasey,  repairing  blackboard,  5  00 

$69  21 
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BUILDING  BRIDGE  AND  GRADING  STREET  AT 
BARROWSVILLE. 

Paid  Stafford  &  Co., 


BUILDING  SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

District  JVo.  8. 

Paid  A.  K.  Williams  &  Co.,  lumber, 
A.  G.  Williams,  moulding,  etc., 
Levi  Boles  &  Son, 

44  44         2  pr.  brackets, 

W.  L.  Newcomb  &  Co., 
A.  H.  Leonard,  lumber  and  labor, 
J.  W.  L.  Wilbur  &  Bro.,  lime,  cement,  etc.,     19  00 


Joseph  L.  Ross,  desks  and  chairs,  175  00 

J.  A.  Swasey,  blackboarding,  14  50 

Charles  F.  Humes,  hardware,  4  15 

44             44       window  weights,  etc.,  7  63 

Peck  &  White,  bolts  and  washers,  6  06 

Salmon  Washburn,  hardware,  23  04 

41  03 

W.  J.  Allen,  painting,  73  80 

Walter  Reed,  plastering,  etc.,  55  60 

Foundry  Store,  11  35 

B.  C.  F.  &  N.  B.  RR.  Co.,  freight,  4  59 

L.  A.  Manter,  labor,  76  00 

S.  O.  Pike,           44  72  82 

H.  W.  Heath,       44  6  00 


$300  00 


$362  87 
37  56 
13  01 
5  60 
120  14 
94  12 
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John  Gardner,  labor,  $26  00 

H.  W.  Fobes,       "  58  80 

Melvin  Leonard,  carting,  7  13 

G.  H.  Lincoln,  iron  and  labor,  3  75 

Joseph  Copeland,  bill,  281  02 

J.  W.  Hinckley,  policy,  2  00 


$1,602  57 


SNOW  BILLS. 
Paid  Otis  J.  Sweet,  clearing  roads,  Jan.,  1877,      $10  85 


John  McCormick,          "              ' 4  8  50 

"           "         labor  at  railroad  crossing,  1  70 

E.  E.  White,  clearing  roads,  Jan.,  1877,  11  13 

W.  D.  Wetherell,       "              "  37  91' 

E.  D.  Keith,              «              "  4  40 

Oren  E.  Walker,         "              "  30  11 

E.  P.  Hodges,            «              "  17  70 

W.  A.  Lane,              "              "  13  85 


$136  15 


AMOUNT  PAID  OUT  OF  TOWN  TREASURY, 
On  orders  for  Almshouse,  $1,978  48 
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RECEIPTS  FROM  TOWN  FARM. 

$19  00 
148  50 
71  15 
64  75 
  $303  40 

Cit. 


By  going  with  hearse  to  24  funerals,  36  00 

lodging  and  feeding  607  tramps,  212  35 

stock  and  provisions  on  hand  more  than  last 

year,  297  15 

balance  against  the  Almshouse,  1,129  58 


$1,978  48 

The  expense  per  head  for  each  pauper,  is  $129. 09^  per 
year.  This  is  exclusive  of  use  of  farm  and  wood  cut  from 
the  same. 


INVENTORY 

Of  Personal  Property,  taken  at  the  Almshouse, 
March  12,  1878, 


24  M.  shingles,  $84  00 

7  bushels  meal,  4  50 

11     "     oats,  75 

28       "     rye,  raised  on  farm,  25  00 


Received  for  keeping  pedlers, 
"       pigs  sold; 
"       butter,  eggs,  etc., 
' <       wood  sold, 

Paid  into  Town  Treasury, 
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5  bushels  potatoes,  raised  on  farm, 

$4  00 

6       44  beans, 

12 

00 

6       44     IT.  turnips. 

1 

50 

15       44     corn,  raised  on  farm, 

12 

00 

75  pounds  beef,     4*  " 

(3 

00 

11  barrels  pork,    "  44 

22 

50 

Flour, 

6 

00 

2  bushels  cracked  corn, 

1 

30 

40  pounds  lard, 

4 

50 

3  cows, 

120 

00 

2  yearlings, 

30 

00 

1  horse, 

135 

00 

5  old  swine, 

80 

00 

2  pigs, 

8 

00 

27  fowls, 

16 

20 

2  geese, 

3 

00 

15J-  cords  wood,  cut  and  split, 

77 

50 

20      44        44      cut  in  woods, 

GO 

00 

1  covered  express  wagon, 

50 

00 

1  farm  wagon, 

35 

00 

1  horse  cart, 

20 

00 

G  binding  chains, 

3 

00 

3  draft  chains, 

3 

00 

Cultivator,  plow  and  grindstone, 

10 

00 

1  new  wheelbarrow, 

G 

00 

3  harnesses, 

40 

00 

20  new  baskets, 

7 

00 

2  tons  English  hay, 

40 

00 

2    4  4    meadow  hay, 

22 

00 

$949 

75 
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INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE,  MARCH  10,  1878. 


Allen  Hill, 

67 

James  Walker, 

70 

Perez  Foster  (left) , 

81 

Malinda  Willis, 

U  1 

Selina  Bates, 

U  w 

Lucincla  Smith, 

t  o 

Mary  E.  Tucker  (State  pauper), 

30 

William  Dodge,  entered  March  10,  1877, 

died  March  18,  1877, 

43 

Thomas  Tracy,  entered  June  4, 

1877, 

died  Sept.  1,  1877, 

38 

Hilliard  Wetherell,  entered  Nov.  2, 

1877, 

67 

Catherine  Wetherell,         44  44 

64 

Whole  number  of  inmates  for  the 

year, 

13. 

Present  number,  11. 

Average  number  for  the  year,  8|. 

years  old. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  $2,229  28 

*4    support  of  poor  out  of  town,  412  42 

44    support  of  poor  out  of  Almshouse,  612  28 

44    roads  and  bridges,  2,111  48 

44    incidental  expenses,  4,287  07 

44    repairs  of  school-houses,  313  55 

44    State  aid,  312  00 

44    Town  officers,  727  76 
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Paid  for  support  of  poor  at  almshouse,  $1,978  48 

"    building  school-house,  District  No.  8,  1,602  57 

"    snow  bills,  136  15 

"    building  bridge  at  Barrowsville,  300  00 


$15,023  04 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


For  Roads  and  Bridges,  $2,000  00 

Poor  and  Incidental  Expenses,  1,500  00 

Schools,  1,800  00 

Repairs  of  School-houses,  200  00 

Building  School-house,  District  No.  8,  1,550  00 

State  Tax,  735  00 

County  Tax,  801  90 

Clearing  the  Roads  of  Snow,  1877,  150  00 


$8,736  90 


TOWN  OF  NORTON,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  SUN- 
DRY PERSONS. 

Dr. 

Amount  due  schools,  $851  28 

"      J.  R.  Rogerson,  Treasurer  Wheaton 

Female  Seminary,  1,500  00 


$2,351  2$ 
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Cr. 


Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $364  40 

<<    clue  from  the  City  of  Taunton,  288  16 

"     Fall  Eiver,  10  62 

Town  of  Berkeley,  18  00 

Easton,  42  00 

Rehoboth,  49  00 

"    due  for  State  aid,  312  00 

"    due  from  the  State  for  Wm.  Dodge,  11  00 

Thomas  Tracy,  22  00 
"    of  uncollected  taxes  in  the  hands  of  J. 

S.  Wood,  1876,  213  01 
"    of  uncollected  taxes  in  hands  of  J.  S. 

Wood,  1877,  550  25 


$1,880  44 

Balance  against  the  Toavii,  470  84 


$2,351  28 

GEORGE  R.  PERRY, 
J.  R.  ROGERSON, 
ISAAC  T.  BR  AM  AN, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  16,  1878. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Cash  in  Treasury,  March  17,  1877, 
Rec'd  from  the  Selectmen,  borrowed  money, 
il       Wading  River  Reservoir  Co., 


$293  34 
5,500  00 
122  52 
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Bec'd  from  City  of  Fall  River,  $12  00 

44    Taunton,  269  27 

44       Town  of  Foxboro,  aid  returned,  10  50 

44     Mansfield,  72  00 

44              44     Rehoboth,  56  75 

44              44     Rochester,  07  75 

44     Easton,  23  00 

44       J.  Middleton,  for  pedler's  team,  6  00 

4*        State  Treasurer,  Corporation  tax,  98  29 

4  4           4  4           4  4       National  Bank  tax,  84132 

State  aid,  372  00 

School  fund,  228  72 

44       County      44        dog  fund,  231  04 

44        Sale  of  Luanda  Smith's  estate,  186  82 

44       Income  from  Town  Farm,  303  40 

J.  A.  Leonard,  Collector  for  1875,  2  35 

J.  S.  Wood,            44           1  8  7  4  ,  8  0  7 

44       Interest  on  taxes  assessed  in  1874,  1  50 

J.  S.  Wood,  Collector  for  1876,  339  17 

1877,  7,651  99 

4  4           4  4       4  4      a  tax  assessed  in  1875,  5  85 


$16,703  65 

Contra, 

Paid  by  order  of  Selectmen  to  sundry  persons,  $15,023  04 
State  tax,  '  735  00 

Discount  on  taxes,  454  26 

Abatement  of  taxes  for  1874,  3  44 

44    1  8  7  6  ,  5  0  3  9 

44    1877,  73  12 

Cash  in  Treasury  March  14,  1878,  364  40 


$16,703  65 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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UNPAID  TAXES  OF  1876. 


Charles  D.  Lane, 

$127 

55 

Norton  Steam  Power  Campany, 

54 

00 

John  Peterson, 

2 

00 

John  C.  Monroe,  Rehoboth, 

3 

15 

Charles  H.  Woodward,  Taunton, 

2 

93 

John  M.  McCormick, 

22 

25 

Heirs  of  Oliver  Clapp,  Mansfield, 

1 

13 

$213  01 

UNPAID  TAXES  OF  1877. 


Lewis  L.  Austin, 

$2  50 

Mrs.  Lewis  L.  Austin, 

5  00 

Rev.  George  E.  Allen, 

2  50 

Charles  H.  Briggs, 

6  00 

A.  B.  Boynton, 

2  25 

John  Briggs, 

2  00 

Sally  Crane, 

12  00 

John  H.  Crane, 

3  75 

Daniel  Crane, 

7  50 

George  W.  Codding, 

3  25 

Alexander  J.  Eddy, 

5  00 

Charles  Elliott, 

2  .75 

Lewis  Elliott, 

2  00 

E.  Hodge  Eddy, 

3  75 

Samuel  Fletcher, 

4  00 

Charles  Haggerty, 

8  00 

Heirs  of  Jarvis  Hodges, 

13  75 

so 


Charles  D.  Lane, 

$157 

75 

Andrew  J.  Lothrop, 

2 

00 

Orrin  F.  Lincoln, 

4 

75 

Patrick  McCabe, 

2 

00 

John  McCormick, 

25 

00 

Norton  Steam  Power  Company, 

60 

00 

John  Plunkett, 

6 

75 

John  Plunkett,  Jr., 

2 

00 

Calvin  E.  Pike, 

25 

O.  T.  Parmenter, 

18 

50 

John  Peterson, 

2 

00 

Ward  Richmond, 

7 

50 

David  H.  Richmond, 

12 

50 

George  L.  Reed, 

2 

75 

Charles  Reed, 

2 

50 

Lloyd  E.  Rounds, 

o 
O 

50 

Eliza  A.  Rounds, 

10 

50 

Charles  Swett, 

5 

00 

Herbert  Woodward, 

2 

25 

Henry  T.  Wilbur, 

2 

50 

Heirs  of  Josiah  L.  Newcomb,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

00 

Heirs  of  Oliver  Clapp,  Mansfield, 

1 

25 

John  C.  Monroe,  Rehoboth, 

3 

50 

Heirs  of  George  Pratt,  Taunton, 

1 

50 

Henry  R.  Woodward,  Taunton, 

1 

00 

Isaac  Wilcox,  Taunton, 

50 

VyHtlllciS  xx.    V V  UULlWtll  11,  iclLllllUll, 

2 
O 

Widow  Jane  Smith,  Fall  River, 

4 

00 

George  B.  Lincoln, 

12 

00 

.Tanip^  L  Wvio'lpv 

V  ulliOo   X-i  %      !  f  il^ltj  , 

«j 

75 

Ray  Green, 

43 

75 

$507 

50 

J.  STEPHEN  WOOD, 

Collector. 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ending  April  i,  1878. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Norton: 

In  accordance  with  requirement  of  the  law  the 
School  Committee  herewith  submit  their  annual  re- 
port to  the  town  of  the  condition  of  its  public  schools. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS— THEIR  SANITARY  CONDITION. 

I  beg  leave  to  invite  attention  not  only  to  suitable 
hygenic  conditions  in  the  arrangements  of  the  ground 
and  out-buildings  of  school  houses,  but  also  to  the 
paramount  importance  of  providing  for  a  ready  egress 
of  vitiated  air  in  our  school -rooms  without  exposing 
the  pupils  to  injurious  currents  from  without. 

The  plan  frequently  adopted  of  throwing  open  doors 
and  windows  at  recess  and  after  school  does  not  pro- 
vide sufficiently  for  a  continuance  of  pure  air  during 
the  sessions.  The  deficiencies  spoken  of  in  this  re- 
spect apply  to  the  older  and  longer  constructed  of  our 
school-buildings,  for  the  new  school-houses  have  been 
located  and  planned  with  a  clear  regard  to  the  health 
of  their  occupants. 

We  mention  the  subject  because  in  our  opinion  the 
seeds  of  consumption  are  often  laid  in  the,  catarrhs 


4 


contracted  by  breathing  the  hot  impure  air  of  badly 
ventilated  school-rooms,  with  subsequent  exposure  to 
the  wet  and  chilly  winds  of  a  winter  day.  Another 
subject  deserving  attention  is  the  provision  of  pure 
water  for  the  scholars ;  several  of  the  schools  in  town 
have  not  what  some  have  and  all  ought  to  have,  a  well 
and  are  obliged  in  consequence  to  go  frequently  long 
distances  and  annoy  and  disturb  neighbors  in  order 
to  procure  water.  The  prevalence  of  whooping  cough 
and  epidemic  diphtheria  have  acted  as  a  disturbing 
element  in  some  of  the  schools  the  past  year ;  notably 
the  attendance  in  Districts  No.  3  and  4,  was  somewhat 
impaired  by  this  cause  and  the  circumstances  must  be 
taken  in  allowance  in  comparing  the  average  of  punc- 
tuality with  last  year's  report. 

ATTENDANCE. 

In  this  connection  your  attention  is  called  to  Chap- 
ter 262,  Acts  of  1873  :  School  Laws  p.  63,  and  the 
following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  duties  therein  im- 
posed. 

1.  The  School  Committee  of  each  city  and  town 
shall  appoint  two  or  more  truant  officers  and  fix  their 
compensations. 

This  act  is  peremptory,  not  permissive.  The  duty 
is  not  conditional  on  any  action  of  the  town  but  the 
intention  of  the  law  is  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
committee  proper  executive  officers  of  their  own  choice 
so  as  to  leave  no  opportunity  for  failure  to  discharge 
the  duties  named  in  the  law. 

2.  The  committee  are  to  take  an  annual  census  of 
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all  persons  belonging  to  their  respective  towns  be- 
tween the  age's  of  five  and  fifteen,  and  to  make  a  re- 
cord thereof.  (Chap.  303,  Acts  of  1874:  School  Laws* 
p.  5.4.) 

These  two  Acts  and  the  Act  relating  to  the  non-em- 
ployment of  children  below  the  age  of  fourteen  in  any 
mechanical,  manufacturing  or  mercantile  establish- 
ment, (Chap.  52,  Acts  of  1876,)  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee  a  machinery  calculated  to  secure  the 
highest  average  of  attendance  on  the  public  schools. 
And  here  we  quote  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Education  :  "It  is  not  enough  for  committee  and 
truant  officers  to  wait  for  information  as  to  neglect  of 
duty  by  parents  and  guardians,  of  the  violation  of  law 
by  owners  and  managers  of  business  establishments; 
but  they  are  to  inquire  into  and  discover  all  such 
cases  and  pursue  the  delinquents  according  to  law." 
In  no  other  way  can  wTe  hope  to  save  large  portions 
of  society  from  the  barbarisms  our  ancestors  would 
not  suffer. 

We  mention  these  subjects  because  we  jare  aware 
that  a  considerable  number  of  children  of  the  required 
age  do  not  attend  school  of  late,  and  we  feel  that  it  is 
imperative  that  the  cause  should  be  discovered  and  a 
remedy  applied.  We  speak  that  the  committee  may 
give  this  subject  thought  and  be  prepared  to  act  upon 
it  at  their  next  meeting. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  new  school-house  in  District  No.  8,  for  which 
the  town  so  liberally  appropriated  money,  has  been 
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completed  during  the  year,  and  it  was  finished  in  time 
to  allow  of  a  short  session  of  six  weeks  in  the  summer. 
It  is  well  and  tastefully  constructed  is  amply  spa-  r 
cious  forks  purpose  and  we  hope  it  may  prove  on  trial 
abundantly  sufficient  for  the  use  it  was  designed  to 
subserve,  and  that  the  advantages  and  improved  facili- 
ties which  it  furnishes  to  the  district  will  repay  the 
care  and  cost  of  the  undertaking. 

A  school  was  kept  in  district  No.  7,  during  the 
summer  and  autumnal  sessions,  but  it  was  thought  by 
the  committee  that,  as  the  number  of  scholars  in  the 
district  had  diminished  to  five,  they  could  be  as  well 
and  more  economically  provided  for  at  the  other  school, 
so  there  was  no  school  here  during  the  winter,  making 
thereby  a  saving  of  eighty  dollars  in  expenses.  A  nd 
just  here  we  must  remark  that  we  think  the  vacation 
which  intervenes  between  the  winter  and  summer 
terms  of  our  schools  is  altogether  too  long.  It  would 
certainly  seem  better  that  children  should  be  in  school 
in  the  cool  March  days  than  during  the  sultry  weather 
of  June  and  July;  moreover,  many  of  the  larger  schol- 
ars, whose  attendance  is  almost  impossible  to  secure 
in  the  last  named  periods,  could  be  present  at  such  a 
session  without  difficulty. 

.  During  such  protracted  intervals  children  forget, 
and  also  lose  the  mental  tension  and  tenacity  which 
are  the  fruits  of  continuous  study  and  discipline,  and  as 
a  matter  of  course  two  or  three  weeks  of  the  succeed- 
ing session  are  taken  up  in  recovering  lost  ground. 
We  believe  that  the  advantages  of  adopting  this  plan 
would  greatly  over  weigh  any  objections  which  could 
be  urged  to  it. 


7 


Another  practice  which  we  think  impairs  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  schools  is  that  of  continual  change  in 
relation  to  the  teacher  of  the  school. 

There  should  be  some  degree  of  permanence  in  this 
regard.  To  succeed  well  a  teacher  must  be  thorough- 
ly acquainted  with  the  habits  and  peculairities  of  in- 
dividual pupils. 

He  must  learn  their  tastes,, their  idiosyncracies  their 
dispositions.  This  knowledge  can  not  be  acquired  in 
only  one  term.  After  the  experience  of  a  term  or 
two  a  teacher  of  talent  is  much  better  qualified  to  in- 
struct the  same  school  than  a  stranger  of  equal  or 
even  greater  ability.  Let  us,  therefore,  where  we  had 
efficient  teachers  retain  them,  for  a  school  inevitably 
loses  ground  for  a  time  by  change.  If  this  sugges- 
tion is  heeded  an  impulse  will  be  given  in  a  right  di- 
rection and  it  will  not  be  long  till  we  behold  its  effects. 

And  now  the  end  is  come  and  what  have  we  to  say 
in  conclusion  ?  With  larger  resources,  with  greater 
strength  and  knowledge,  what  we  have  said  might 
have  been  better  said,  and  what  we  have  done  might 
have  been  more  successfully  accomplished. 

Still  we  feel  that  the  past  scho.ol  year  has  not  been 
without  reasonable  success  and  if  still  incomplete  it  is 
only  by  the  union  of  work  yet  unfinished,  to  that  al- 
ready irrevocably  done  that  we  may  hope  to  realize 
that  idea  of  Germany's  great  educator.  "Come  let  us 
live  for  our  children." 

AUGUSTUS  LANE, 
GEO.  W.  WILD,  Jr., 

For  the  School  Committee, 
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BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Josiah  Woodward, 
Augustus  Lane,  • 
George  H.  Arnold, 
Frank  D.  Hunt, 

Geo.  W. 


Wm.  W.  Smith, 
Oren  E.  Walker, 
Everett  R.  Leonard, 
Otis  B.  Dean, 
Wild,  Jr. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman — Augustus  Lnne. 

Visiting  Committee — Augustus  Laue,  Geo.  W.  Wild,  Jr. 
Examining  Committee — Augustus  Lane,  Geo.  W.  Wild, 
Jr. 

Secretary — Geo.  W.  Wild,  Jr. 


TEACHERS  FOR  Y^AR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1878. 


SCHOOL  No.  1. 
Summer, — Alice  H.  Rounds,  Norton. 

£  Arthur  M.  Rounds,  Norton. 
Winter,   J  9 

SCHOOL  No.  2. 
Faliime1'  \  ^ranc^s      Blaudin,  Attleboro. 
Winter,  — Charles  S.  Fobes,  Norton. 

SCHOOL  No.  3. 

Summer,  ^ 

Fall,        >  Bessie  A.  Bliss,  Rehoboth. 
Winter,  ) 

SCHOOL  No.  4. 

FaU  mer'  }  Mym  W*  Holmes>  Yarmouth. 
Winter,  —  Willard  A.  Estey,  Sharon. 

SCHOOL  No.  5. 


Summer,  ) 
Fall,  [ 
Winter,  ) 


Isaac- W.  Wilcox,  Taunton, 
SCHOOL  No.  6. 


Summer, 

Fall,  J>  Delia  J.  Crane,  Norton. 
White 


lummer,  ) 
foil,  [ 
Vinter,  ) 

Fail111161'  \  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  Norton, 


SCHOOL  No.  7. 


SCHOOL  No.  8. 

Summer, — Lillie  E.  Thomas,  Boston. 
Fall,—      M.  B.  Copeland,  Norton. 
Winter,  —  Myra  M.  Holmes,  Yarmouth, 
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RECORD  OF  SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  ATTEND- 
ANCE. 

SCHOOL  No.  1. 
Summer. — Delia  A.  Briggs. 
Fall.—  Edith  Boynton. 

Winter. — Lizzie  F.  Briggs,  Alfred  W.  Wild,  Edith 
Boynton. 

SCHOOL  No.  2. 

Summer. — Lottie  M.  Stockwell,  Thomas  J.  Fen  ton, 
Thomas  Bradley. 

Fall— Lottie  M.  Stockwell,  Emily  V.  Sturdy,  Nellie 
Fenton,  Thomas  J.  Fenton,  Thomas  Bradley,  Henry  T. 
Lane. 

SCHOOL  No.  3. 

Summer. — Nellie  A.  Smith,  Julia  A.  Smith,  Hattie  M. 
Woodward,  Edwin  A.  Lincoln,  Joseph  Coyle. 
Fall.— Hattie  M.  Woodward. 

Winter. — Hattie  M.  Woodward,  Fred.  C.  Woodward. 

SCHOOL  No.  4. 
Summer. — Peter  Leddy,  Herbert  Wilbur,  Minnie  E. 
Gibbs. 

Fall. — Dwight  F.  Lane. 

Winter. — Dwight  F.  Lane,  Walter  H.  Lane,  Elmer  E. 
Lane.  • 

SCHOOL  No.  5. 

Summer. — Lillian  G.  Bruce,  Mabel  L.  Leonard,  Wil- 
lie D.  Hardon,  Stillman  A.  Smith,  Walter  C.  S.  Wood. 

Fall. — Mabel  L.  Leonard,  Lizzie  A.  Smith,  Willie  O. 
Fobes,  Willie  D.  Hardon,  Alton  W.  Leonard,  George  F. 
Leavitt,  W.  Clifford  Smith,  Stillman  A.  Smith,  George 
E.  Smith. 
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Winter. — Lillian  G.  Bruce,  Mabel  L.  Leonard,  Lizzie 
A.  Smith,  Florence  G.  Sweet,  Willie  O.  Fobes,  Alton  W. 
Leonard,  George  F.  Leavitt,  Wm.  Clifford  Smith,-  Geo. 
E.  Smith,  Horace  F.  Sweet,  Walter  C.  S.  Wood. 
SCHOOL  No.  G. 

Summer. — Jennie  M.  Lathrop,  Harry  R.  Leonard,  Jas. 
L.  Wilbur. 

Fall,— Jennie  EL  Lothrop,  Jerry  O'Brien,  Lillie  V. 
Holmes,  Harry  R.  Leonard. 

Winter. — Jennie  M.  Lothrop,  J.  Elmer  Burt,  Harry  R. 
Leonard. 

SCHOOL  No.  7. 
Summer. — Carrie  E.  Crane,  Chas.  L.  Briggs,  George 
E.  Keith. 

Fall. — Florence  M.  Keith,  Alice  E.  Keith,  Winnie 
Austin,  Joseph  Draper. 

SCHOOL  No.  8. 

Summer. — Hattie  Brettun,  Annie  AYilson,  Mary  J.  Tri- 
bon,  Phoebe  Tribou,  Johnnie  Lincoln. 

Fall. — Hattie  M.  Brettun,  Lena  M.  Lincoln,  Jennie  C. 
Wilson,  Annie  M.  Wilson,  Channing  Brettun,  Howard  C. 
Leonard.  Alphonse  Menard,  Edouard  Menard. 

Winter. — Eddie  R.  Lincoln,  Daniel  Washburn,  Lena 
M.  Lincoln. 
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Constables : 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 
NO.  l. 

Paid  A.  M.  Round,  10  weeks,  Spring  term 
"  11  weeks,  Fall  term 

"  6  weeks,  Winter  term 

"  6  weeks,  " 

A.  TV.  Wild,  care  school  room 


L.  B.  Dean,  wood 


NO.  2. 

Paid  C.  S.  Fobes,  10  weeks,  Spring  term 
"  11  weeks,  Fall  term 

M.  B.  Copeland,  5  weeks,  Winter  term 

"  7  weeks,  *' 

Oren  E.  Walker,  wood 
John  A.  Polsey,  building  fires 


NO.  3. 

Paid  Bessie  A.  Bliss,  10  weeks,  Spring  term 
"  11  weeks,  Fall  term 

Lawrence  Copeland,  12  weeks,  Winter  term 
A.  A.  Woodward,  wood 
Josiah  Woodward,  " 

Smith  &  Coyle.  building  fires  and  sawing  wood 


$90  00 
99  00 
54  00 
54  00 
3  #0 
3  00 
1  50 
22  50 


327  00 


85  00 
99  00 
50  00 
04  00 
21  00 
6  00 


325  00 


80  00 

88  00 

108  00 

6  73 

20  00 

10  75 


313  48 
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NO.  4. 

Paid  Hattie  E.  French,  10  weeks,  Spring  term  $90  00 

"               11  weeks,  Fall  term  99  00 

"              12  weeks,  Winter  term  108  00 

A.  D.  &  A.  Lane,  wood  20  50 

Walter  H.  Lane,  building  fires  8  00 


325  50 

NO.  5. 

Paid  I.  W.  Wilcox,  10  weeks,  Spring  term  SO  00 

"           11  weeks,  Fall  term  93  50 

"            3  weeks,  Winter  term  27  00 

9  weeks,         «  81  00 

J.  F.  Sweet,  wood  17  00 

W.  C.  Smith,  building  fires  6  CO 


304  50 

NO.  C. 

Paid  H.  L.  Macker,  10  weeks,  Spring  term  75  00 

Abbie  B.  Scholes,  11  weeks,  Fall  term  88  00 

"               12  weeks,  Winter  term  102  00 

Edward  L.  O'Brien,  building  fires,  etc.  6  70 

E.  R.  Leonard,  wood  20  12 


291  82 

NO.  7. 
NO.  8. 

Paid  M.  Lizzie  White,  12  weeks,  Spring  term  108  00 

"               11  weeks,  Fall  term  99  00 

"               12  weeks,  Winter  term  108  00 

William  Brettun,  building  fires,  etc.  5  00 

C.  B.  Dean,  building  fires,  etc.  5  50 

Otis  B.  Dean,  wood  19  00 

Daniel  Washburn,  building  fires,  etc.  0  00 


350  50 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Appropriation 

DISTRICT  NO.  1.    D.  K.  CARPENTER 
Proportion  of  appropriation 


$2000  00 
SURVEYOR. 

25G  77 


i.  aici  jLoien  x>.  Willis,  labor 

$14 

53 

Henry  Hunt,  " 

5 

83 

±L-uen  1).  Willis, 

7 

84 

w  liver  litus. 

10 

O  K 

00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  l> 

30 

00 

Alfred  Barker, 

19 

yo 

it  .  i .  iiouges, 

15 

Q  A 

Joshua  Lucas  " 

9 

1  O 

18 

Chas.  G.  Clap]). 

14 

00 

L".  B.  Deane, 

10 

B.  H.  Richmond,  tk 

17 

Geo.  White, 

1 

67 

Boardman  Miller, 

3 

23 

(lias.  Sweet,  " 

2 

40 

Wm.  Capen, 

1 

50 

D.  K.  Carpenter, 

31 

50 

For  gravel 

11 

22 

For  nails 

75 

B.  F.  Woodward,  plank 

G9 

31 

  270  55 

Exceeds  appropriation  $13  78 

DISTRICT  NO.  2.    HENRY  S.  FREEMAN  2d,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $331  05 


Paid  Wm.  H.  Codding,  labor, 

s  52 

85 

Geo.  B.  Shaw, 

10 

20 

Geo.  W.  Freeman,  " 

1 

00 

William  Wetherell, 

2 

21 

David  W.  Makepeace,  " 

3 

40 

Chas.  D.  Lane,  " 

3 

40 

James  McCabe,  " 

1 

00 

Henry  Galligan, 

4 

70 

James  Galligan,  " 

3 

50 
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Charles  *Galligan, 

1 

50 

Frank  Steadman, 

i  i 

1 

50 

Stillman  A.  Wetherell,  u 

7 

35 

Caleb  S.  Wetherell, 

u 

70 

Lemuel  C.  Wetherell,  " 

5 

00 

Geo.  Sweet, 

u 

3 

04 

Chas.  Irving, 

a 

2 

00 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

9 

90 

(C 

repairs  on  bridge, 

1G 

75 

it 

gravel. 

72 

Schuyler  Freeman, 

C  ( 

2 

40 

Henry  S. 

1 1 

o 
O 

00 

Edmund  Briggs, 

(( 

o 
O 

o\J 

Chas.  Horr, 

45 

W.  E.  Payson, 

a 

5 

00 

.Henry  S.  Freeman. 

2d,  labor, 

185 

98 

DISTRICT  NO.  3.    HERBERT  WOODWARD  SURVEYOR. 


Proportion  of  appropriation 

$ 

Paid  Joseph  Brady, 

labor 

o 

6 

75 

Chas.  Brady 

1 

20 

Thomas  Brady 

7 

50 

William  Burton 

i  i 

5 

25 

Edward  Cosgrove 

2 

85 

Hiram  Danforth 

3 

90 

Alexander  Eddy 

i  i 

o 
O 

45 

Alonzo  Eddy. 

gravel 

GO 

Silas  R.  Goff, 

labor 

75 

James  Gaflney 

t ; 

10 

41 

James  Galligan 

8 

40 

John  Galligan 

11 

25 

Thomas  Jackson 

n 

2 

43 

Seneca  Lincoln 

ti 

2 

70 

Augustus  Lane 

1 

00 

John  McCormick 

11 

72 

James  McCormick 

• 

I 

44 

Edward  McCormick  labor 

1 

20 
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George  Hall, 

gravel 

1 

1 

90 
ZU 

Adam  Jackson 

it 

2 

01 

Peter  Smith 

1 

50 

E.  P.  Woodward 

4 

00 

Josiah  Woodward 

u 

1 

41 

Augustus  Lane,  timber 

4 

00 

For  plank,  timber  and  spikes 

37 

12 

P^xeeeds  appropriation,  8  49 


DISTRICT  NO.  4.    WM.  A.  LANE,  SURVEYOR. 


Proportion  of  appropriation,  $  277  70 

Paid  John  IT.  Arnold,       labor  10  93 

Augustus  Lane            "  40  50 

Simeon  L.  Lane,          "  20  70 

Ward  Richmond          "  11  17 

D.  H.  &  Gr.  H.  Richmond,  labor  •     13  69 

Wm.  A.  Lane  "  0 

Samuel  Fletcher  "                     7  50 

A.  D.  &  S.  E.  Lane  "                    13  88 

Alvin  D.  Lee  "                     3  30 

C.  S.  Sweet  "                     1  35 

Henry  T.Wilbur  «                     5  25 

Daniel  J.  Gibbs   ,  4i                     1  20 

Chas.  I.  Grossman  "                     2  70 

T.  B.  Thayer  «                     6  75 

Arthur  Bradshaw    "  "                     3  45 

Edgar  A.  Freeman  7  05 
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David  C.  Lane                   44  5  34 

Hiram  Chapman                 44  3  00 

Benj.  Fisk                        "  1  20 

Heirs  of  David  Arnold,  gravel  1  02 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  labor  and  gravel  40  00 

Stafford  &  Co.,  powder  and  fuse  1  09 

S  H  Bates,  gravel  1  53 
Wm.  A.  Lane,  repairs  on  drills,  railing, 

tools,  &c.  10  00 

  277  70 

DISTRICT  NO.  5.    OTIS  J.  SWEET,  SURVEYOR. 


Proportion  of  appropriation 
Paid  Joseph  N.  Tibbetts,  labor 

Frank  Le  B.  Smith,  " 

Moses  Hunt,  " 

John  Hardon, 

J.  M.  Sweet, 

William  Smith, 

T.  C.  Carver, 

J.  S.  Wood, 

B.  E.  Sweet, 

'  C.  Rogers,  " 
Jason  Thompson,  44 
George  Bruce,  44 

C.  Bruw, 

J.  F.M^eU 

OrvilSpveet,         •  44 

William  R.  Fobes, 
Alexander  Foster,  44 
William  T.  Carpenter,  " 
B.  F.  Woodward, 
S.  H.  Cobb,  '« 
.  Otis  J.  Sweet,  " 
J.  Hardon,  gravel 
W.  W.  Smith,  44 
T.  C.  Carver, 


$213  17 
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1 1 
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32 

19 

55 

5 

10 

7 

78 

10 

37 

1 

87 

1 

70 

3 

49 

1 

62 

5 

00 

5 

80 

8 

00 

1 

60 

68 

18 

01 

27 

94 

4 

24 

4 

84 

2 

68 

$213  17 
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DISTRICT  NO.  6.    MOSES  LINCOLN,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation  $201  50 


Paid  David  Hirth,  labor 

3 

77 

Oren  Wilbur,  Jr.,  44 

9 

02 

Daniel  Smith,  44 

4 

26 

George  Titus,  44 

7 

05 

Eugene  Burt,  " 

5 

87 

E.  R.  Leonard,  " 

17 

63 

Moses  Lincoln,  44 

48 

29 

E.  C.  White,  labor  and  gravel 

43 

47 

D.  K.  Mills, 

6 

14 

Cynthia  Field,  gravel 

4 

38 

B.  F.  Woodward,  spikes 

68 

Moses  Lincoln,  plank  and  sleepers 

50 

94 

$201  50 


DISTRICT  NO.  7.    CHAS.  E.  WOODWARD,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation  $231  14 


Chas.  E.  Woodward,  labor 

46 

93 

Thomas  Gale,  u 

15 

64 

Hodges  Eddy  " 

15 

13 

Elbridge  Keith,  44 

17 

00 

B  F.  Woodward,  44 

24 

92 

Jesse  Lincoln,  " 

13  09 

Samuel  Draper,  " 

Richmond  Bliss,  44 

i 

i; 

Frank  Hunt,  " 

Sidney  Pratt,  " 

6 

80 

Frank  Butts,  44 

3 

40 

George  Lincoln, 

3 

40 

Adolphus  Hunt,  44 

5 

10 

Charles  Briggs,  44 

85 

James  Thurber,  44 

1 

53 

Fremont  Nelson,  44 

1 

09 

Eugene  Austin,  44 

3 

40 

B.  F.  Woodward,  logs,  spikes  and  timber 

35 

26 

Don  P.  Makepeace,  gravel 

1 

38 
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Josepkus  Woodward,    "  2  22 

John  Field,  "  1  25 

Charles  Woodward,  "  24 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Crane,        "  24 

  231  15 

Exceeded  appropriation  $  01 


Of  the  above,  $150.01  was  expended  in  straightening  road 
and  building  bridge  near  Lincoln's  Mill. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8.    W.  D.  .WITHERELL,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation  .$249  57 


Paid  W.  D.  Witherell, 

labor 

35 

78 

Joseph  Copeland 

it 

25 

62 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

21 

99 

John  H.  Lincoln, 

it 

8 

46 

Moses  0.  Lincoln, 

it 

9 

18 

E.  C.  Lincoln, 

c  i 

8 

82 

Chauncey  L.  Lincoln, 

a 

3 

06 

Edwin  Lincoln, 

t i 

3 

06 

G.H.  &  L.E.Leonard,  ;i 

19 

50 

Arthur  W.  Bolton, 

a 

4 

59 

Charles  L.  Bolton, 

4 

29 

J.  W.  Godfrey, 

t  i 

10 

88 

D.  B.  Field, 

ii 

3 

06 

A.  J.  Lothrop, 

I'. 

3 

06 

Lawrence  Copeland, 

ii 

3 

00 

William  Brettun, 

ii 

4 

59 

W.  D.  &  W.  E.  Washburn,  do. 

14 

66 

J.  H.  Washburn, 

labor 

4 

29 

Clifton  Leonard, 

ii 

1 

50 

H.  T.  Lincoln, 

ii 

4 

59 

Rathburne  Field, 

i  i 

2 

56 

Henry  Brown, 

I  i 

1 

23 

S.  A.  Dean, 

ii 

8 

83 

E.  M.  Lothrop, 

7 

04 

12 
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S.  W.  Lincoln,  labor  and  gravel,  etc.  22  96 
A.  H.  Leonard,  "  8  51 

O.  B.  Dean,  "  17  45 

J.  H.  Leonard,  "  6  80 

  269  36 

Exceeded  appropriation  $19  79 
POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 

Paid  A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  John  Hogan  37  09 

"             "             "  41  00 

«             u      »        u  17  u 

u      prov.  wood  and  h.  rent,  J.  Hogan  12  52 

Josiah  Woodward,  bouse  rent,  John  Hogan  12  50 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods,  John  Hogan  2  10 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  L.J.  Washburn  13  00 

"              "                    "  15  00 

"              "                    "  13  00 

13  00 

"     C.  H.  Norcutt,  11  00 

u             u             u  2  00 

"              i4             "  9  00 

"              u             tt  2  00 

"      II.  A.  White,  27  00 

Horatio  Bates,  goods  A.  Jones,  22  04 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  A.  Jones,  18  50 

Oren  E.  Walker,  aid  Mrs.  J.  Williams,  4  00 

"              "  A.  Jones,  5  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  goods    "  16  65 

S293  84 

ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  J.  H.  Blandin,  soap.  $  8  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  216  66 

«               "  114  82 

«              m  144  34 
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111  11 

Salmon  Washburn,  paints,  oils,  etc.,  6  33 

Geo.  L.  Foster,  lumber,  6  95 

B.  F.  Woodward,    "  9  58 

"             planing  boards,  2  64 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  64  65 

B.  C.  Wetherell,  crackers,  '    8  33 

"  8  81 

"                 "  7  35 

"  9  53 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods,  29  36 

"                 "      (  34  77 

Oren  E.  Walker,  apples,  5  00 

"            stock  for  cart,  1  50 

"           beef,  13  80 

"           50  ft.  lumber,  1  25 

J.  8.  Wood,  bbl.  plaster,  1  80 

Geo.  H.  Leonard,  services  as  Superintendent,  187  5  0 

"             cash  paid  for  sundry  bills,  134  00 

SI  128  08 

POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Taunton  Lunatic  Asylum,  support  Eliza  H.  Perry      $45  00 

"                       "             "  46  30 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries  Mrs.  B.  Hunt  10  79 

10  84 

"                             "  14  91 

u                                      u  u  15 

4<                      Perez  Foster  13  00 

"  13  00 

"  13  00 

"  13  00 

tc                       Mrs.  Brown  26  00 

"  24  00 

"  26  00 

44                             "  26  00 

"                     Mrs.  B.  Skinner  12  12 
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"  8  00 

44  9  00 

"                       W.  D.  Washburn  3  00 

"                                44  6  00 

44                     E.  Thurber  2  00 

44  6  00 
2  00 

44  2  00 

44                       H.  G.  Leonard  24  00 

44  2  CO 

6  00 
13  00 

J.  Dean  3  00 

D.  K.  Leonard  5  33 

44                       Geo.  Kennedy  6  00 

Est.  of  B.  N.  Woodward,  house  rent  Jos.  Harvey  10  00 

4  4                                44  1  2  CO 

7  50 

Town  of  Raynham,  aid  Salmon  Hodges  47  31 

Town  of  Melrose,  aid  Eleanor  Tucker  38  00 

44  31  00 

Town  of  Foxboro',  aid  C.  E.  Briggs  177  57 

44                  Linus  Briggs  9  00 

City  of  Chelsea,  aid  family  of  Laban  Smith  44  24 

City  of  New  Bedford,  aid  Tabathy  Bruce  81  67 

R.  P. -Hodges,  house  rent  Mrs.  Brown  15  00 

44                    "  15  00 

B.  C.  Wetherell,  aid  Mrs.  B.  Hunt  14  15 
G.  R.  Perry,  aid  Levi  S.  Elliott  3  00 
E.  P.  Francis,  aid  Reuben  Woodward  1  25 

C.  B.  Wetherell.  groceries  B  Skinner  4  08 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods  John  Elliott,  Jr.  7  02 
Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  support  Ellen  Cosgrove  42  00 


$953  58 


• 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid  Geo.  R.  Perry,  services  as  Assessor,  1878  $50  00 
kk                "        Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  Poor                                         .  75  00 
Horatio  Bates,  services  as  Assessor,  1878  50  00 
"          est.  of,  services  as  Selectman  and 
Overseer  of  Poor  50  00 
Oren  E.  Walker,  services  as  Assessor  50  00 
"                     u      Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  Poor  60  00 
Augustus  Lane,  services  as  School  Committee  30  00 
"                               «  60  00 
Austin  Messinger,  services  as  Treasurer  and  re- 
cording births,  marriages  and  deaths  66  85 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  warning  spring  and  fall  meetings  7  00 
Wm.  A.  Lane,  collecting  taxes,  1878  37  42 


$536  27 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  State  Aid  to  sundry  persons  up  to  Jan.  1, 1879     $300  00 

AID  TO   POOR  AND   INDIGENT  SOLDIERS  UNDER 
THE  LAW  OF  1878. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons,  under  the  above  law           '  $340  44 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  T.  S.  Pratt,  printing  reports,  etc.  $53  56 
Silas  H.  Cobb,  surveying  road  at  Barrowsville  and 

Plan  2  00 
Geo.  H.  Arnold,  cash  paid  L.  N.  Francis  for  com- 
mitting J.  Rogers  to  insane  asylum  5  00 
Chas.  A.  Sweet  &  Co.,  principal  and  interest  on 

borrowed  money  1009  04 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  note  and  interest  1589  00 

"           paper  for  School  Committee  25 

Knight  Adams  &  Co.,  school  books  27  00 

A.  C.  Stockin,                   "  108  18 

E.  L.  Briggs,  repairing  road  scraper  1  25 

Edmund  Briggs,  oak  plank  45  96 
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Geo.  F.  Pratt,  County  Treas.,  assessment  on  acct. 


of  O.  C.  R.  R.  bridge  at  Slade's  Ferry  234  72 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  two  posts  1  50 

Horatio  Bates,  traveling  expenses  30  20 
Oren  E.  Walker,  services  on  pauper  cases  out  of 

town  12  00 

Daniel  S.  Cobb,  64  loads  of  gravel  1  92 

Caleb  S.  Wetherell,  error  in  taxes,  1876-77  13  75 

B.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance  on  poor,  1878  150  00 

$3285  33 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

Paid  Henry  Hunt,  repairs,  $92  00 

"            "  3  88 

A.  M.  Round,     "  2  83 

"         repairs  on  well,  8  00 

"         repairs  and  material,  5  75 

A.  J.  Stearns,  labor  and  material,  8  00 

Chas.  B.  Gibbs,  repairs  on  chimney,  1  50 

Frank  Hillman,             "  75 

Geo.  R.  Huntley,  pump,  &c,  6  95 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  books  and  paper,  95 

"            box  crayon,  20 

M.  Newcomb,  broom,  lock,  ax  and  handle  &c,  2  18* 

"         glass,  putty,  nails,  screws  &c,  3  29 

A.  M.  Round,  waste  basket,  50 


$136  78 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

Paid  J.  O.  Messinger,  setting  glass,  &c,  2  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  repairs,  glass  and  broom,  1  55 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  1  box  crayon,  1  grammar,  95 


$4  50 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 
Paid  J.  H.  Cosgrove,  repairs,  31  90 

M.  Newcomb,  broom  and  crayon,  55 


$32  45 
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DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

Paid  Edmund  A.  Estey,  setting  glass  1  GO 

Augustus  Lane,  repairs  6  39 

J.  R.  Eogerson,  1  box  crayon  20 


8  19 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 
Paid  J.  O.  Messenger,  painting  and  material  23  00 

J.  F.  Sweet,  repairs  1  20 


24  20 

DISTRICT  NO.  C. 
Paid  E.  R.  Leonard,  broom  and  crayon  50 
"  repairs,  erasers  and  crayon  1  00 


1  50 

'  DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Paid  Otis  B.  Dean,  repairs  2  50 

"          crayon  and  broom  2  70 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  books  1  31 

reader  40 

0  91 

WIDENING  AND  STRAIGHTENING  ROAD  AND 
BRIDGE  NEAR  LINCOLN'S  MILL. 

Appropriation,  $  150  00 

Paid  Chas.  E.  Woodward,  labor  24  99 

Thomas  Gale  "  10  54 

Hodges  Eddy  "  13  43 

Elbridge  Keith,  oxen  "  10  20 

B.  F.  Woodward  "  20  40 

Jesse  Lincoln  "  •  11  39 

Samuel  Draper  "  11  22 

Richmond  Bliss  "  2  55 

Frank  Hunt  "  6  G3 

Sidney  Pratt  "  3  40 
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x>.  r  .  \\  OOClWtlKl,  4o/  It  oaK  timDei 

1  o 

4o 

*'          oak,  logs  and  spikes 

o 
o 

A  Q 

4o 

1 U4  it  pine 

1  o 

oU 

Moses  Lincoln,  112G  ft  plank  and  timber 

A 

40 

U4 

304  loads  gravel 

1  o 
1 J 

I  0 

"        125  tons  stone 

1  o 
I J 

OU 

fj.  vj.  w  nite,  JU  it  timDer 

Q 
O 

bo 

Timothy  Lincoln,  laying  1  25  ton  stone 

O  / 

OU 

M.  Newcomb,  spikes  and  powder 

1 
1 

U  t 

Geo.  T.  Crane,  iron  work 

1  i 
1 1 

Messinger  &  Sweet,  brimstone 

16 

B.  F.  Woodward,  oak  timber 

3 

00 

Moses  Lincoln,  paint  and  oil 

3 

85 

4 '  labor 

19 

38 

E.  R.  Leonard  " 

6 

80 

Chas.  Hastings  " 

9 

95 

R.  H.  Robbins 

2 

04 

E.  II.  Lincoln  " 

13 

35 

  $331  74 

Of  the  above,  150,01  was  taken  from  the  appropriation  for 
.  roads  and  bridges  in  District  No.  7. 

ERECTING  NEW  GUIDE  BOARDS. 
Paid  Oren  E.  Walker,  post  and  setting,  and  putting  on 


boards  $12  00 
Theodore  Carver,  lumber  for   boards,  lettering 

and  painting  30  48 

A.  D.  Lane,  10  posts  and  labor  11  50 

853  98 

SNOW  BILLS. 

Paid  Wm.  A.  Lane,  clearing  roads  Feb.  1878  $30  50 

W.  D.  Witherell     »               "  45.22 

Moses  Lincoln        "               "  28  5G 

E.  D.  Keith           «              "  17  91 

Geo.  F.  Woodward  4i               "  17  19 

B.  II.  Richmond  "  "  30  53 
Oren  E.  Walker  "  "  39  30 
John  McCormick  "  "  3  40 
J.  S.  Wood            "               "  22  21 


234  82 

Amount  paid  out  of  Town  Treasury,  on  orders  for 

almshouse  $1,128  08 
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RECEIPTS  FROM  TOWN  FARM. 

Received  for  wood  sold  $93  50 

"      rfigs     "  39  00 

"      calves  "  20  34 

"      rye  and  beans  12  11 

"      butter,  lard,  eggs,  etc.         62  23 

  $227  18 

CR. 

By  going  with  hearse  to  18  funerals  $27  00 

Lodging  and  feeding  464  tramps  162  40 

Highway  work  15  50 

Stock  and  provisions  on  hand  more  than  last  year  3  49 
Balance  against  the  almshouse  692  51 


$1128  08 

The  expense  per  head  for  each  pauper  is  $76.94j  per 

year ;  this  is  exclusive  of  use  of  farm  and  wood  cut  from 
the  same. 

INVENTORY 
of  personal  property,  taken  at  the  Almshouse  March  1 1 , 
1879. 

24  M.  shingles  $72  00 

1  bushel  meal  54 

24  bushels  rye  16  80 

25  "      potatoes  27  00 
6      "      beans  11  00 

10      4  <      french  turnips  4  00 

8      "      corn  4  40 

50  lbs.  beef  3  50 

275  lbs.  pork  22  00 

1  barrel  flour  8  50 
50  lbs.  lard  3  50 

3  cows  130  00 

2  heifers  60  00 
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i~  \J   L.t'lLlo    >V  \J\J  <JL  villi  111    ?  V  UU  V_l  o 

fiO  00 

IJVJ  \J\J 

25  00 

AO  \J\J 

1  fur  in  wa^on 

30  00 

1   nni'iP  pnrf 

X    11U1  3C   l_/tll  t 

80  00 

OVJ  \J\J 

4-  niiinino'  pn *ii 

» 7  J  1 1 11  Mil'        11  ll  1 1 1  o 

3  00 

M  fit 'iff  phniri<5 
tj  u i  (i 1 1  v.iitiiiio 

3  00 

1  f^nltiviitor  i^lnuo*]i 

X         11 1  I  I  V  tllU  I  IJH^lliill 

10  00 

x\j  \j yj 

1  «;lpio"M  5infl  ori  nc\ sstnno 

JL    C1C  J^ll   tlllvl  ^1  lllVIO  LUUV 

8  00 

1  wIippI  hat*  row 

X     >V  llvvil    Uul  I  U  Ti 

5  00 

r  /  llUlllCooCc* 

40  00 

70  haskpts 

13  00 

J.  U  \J\J 

3  tons  en°dish  hav 

48  00 

2    k'    meadow  " 

20  00 

34  pounds  butter 

8  50 

1  seed  planter 

5  0*0 

Basket  standups  and  filling  ready  tor  use 

12  00 

i 

$953  24 

INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE  MARCH 

11 

,  1879. 

Allen  Hill 

68 

years  old. 

James  Walker 

70 

Silence  Bates 

63 

<< 

Lucinda  Smith 

76 

Hannah  L.  Smith 

53 

<< 

Catherine  Wetherell 

68 

t( 

Hilliard  Wetherell 

65 

Patrick  O'Brien 

48 

<« 

John  Mills— Left 

Malinda  Willis.    Died  Nov.  4,  1878. 

68 

Whole  number  of  inmates  for  the  year,  10. 

Present  number,  8. 

Average  number  for  the  year,  9, 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Paid  for  support  of  Schools,  $2237  80 


OlippUlL  Ul    pUUl  Ulll  Ul  1.UW11, 

9 

Z./O 

.91 

o^- 

(JUL  Ul    jti. I UlOlJU lltot'  , 

oo 

til  xjL  llllollU  Ubvi  , 

1  1  98 
1  1  zo 

OK 

XVUcltlb  dllU.  UllUgoia, 

1  KQ7 

OR 

'  ID 

±110111*21  J  till  cAptJlloHOj 

O  LOO 

r?fn~im  va  at    o/innnl  hniiaoc 
XVtJptlllo  Ul    foOllUUl  UUUotJo, 

914. 
«i% 

^3 
oo 

State  aid, 

300 

00 

Aid  to  "Poor  and  Indigent  Soldiers" 

340 

44 

Town  officers, 

536 

27 

O  1*11 

Snow  bills, 

234 

82 

Guide  boards, 

53 

98 

^Videning  and  straightening  road 

and 

bridge  near  Lincoln's  Mill, 

331 

74 

$11,807  47 

APPROPRI ATIO  N  S . 

loaos  ana  onuges, 

$2000  000 

lUOl   tlilU  lllLltltJlllal  l2A.pUll!5cb, 

1500 

00 

Schools, 

1800 

00 

Repairs  of  school  houses, 

200  00 

Bridge  and  road  near  Lincoln's  Mill, 

150 

00 

Repairs  of  school  house,  District  No.  1 

100 

00 

Guide  boards, 

100 

00 

Clearing  roads  of  snow,  1878, 

300 

00 

State  tax, 

490 

00 

County  tax, 

848 

60 

$7488 

60 

GEO.  R.  PERRY, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  17,  1879. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Cash  in  Treasury,  March  14,  1878,                   $  364  40 

Received  of  the  Selectmen,  borrowed  money, 

oODO 

AA 

For  use  of  Town  Hall, 

A 

4 

AA 
00 

From  Town  of  Berkley, 

°  1 
01 

A  A 

00 

oiry  oi  ran  Juiver, 

1  A 

10 

nz 

Town  of  Rehoboth, 

49 

AA 
00 

City  oi  launton, 

288 

16 

Town  of  Easton, 

18 

00 

Jbor  a  peddlers  license, 

6 

00 

Of  State  Treasurer,  corporation  tax, 

48 

39 

"            National  Bank  Tax, 

881 

91 

"             State  aid, 

312 

00 

"             income  from  State  > 

School  Fund,  5 

ZZb 

Q  O 
OO 

Comitv  Trpjisnrpt*   doo*  fund 

221 

53 

Income  from  Town  Farm, 

194 

73 

From  J.  S.Wood,  Collector  for  1876, 

213 

01 

1877, 

550 

25 

"    Int.  on  taxes(1876-1877) 

25 

00 

From  Win.  A.  Lane, Collector  1878, 

6681 

48 

"    Interest  on  taxes  (1878) 

13 

00 

$13,189  36 

CONTRA. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,  $11807 

47 

State  tax, 

490 

00 

Discount  on  taxes, 

409 

28 

Abatement  on  taxes,  1876, 

3 

15 

1877, 

22 

75 

1878, 

71 

20 

Cash  in  Treasury  March  12th,  1879, 

385 

51 

$13,189  36 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Treasurer, 


m 
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AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 


TOWN  OF  NORTON  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  SUNDRY  PERSONS. 

Norton,  March  18,  1879.  Dr. 

Amount  due  Schools,  $862  92 

Samuel  Hodges,  note,  600  00 

Celia  Wetherell,    "  450  00 

"       Dency  Lincoln,     "  500  00 

Oliver  Earl,         "  500  00 


$2912  92 

CR. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  $385  51 

Of  uncollected  taxes  in  hands  of  Wm. 

A.  Lane  103  72 

Due  for  State  aid  300  00 

Due  for  Aid  to  ''Poor  and  Indigent 

Soldiers"  361  00 

Due  from  City  of  Taunton  119  23 

Due  from  town  of  Easton  27  00 

Due  from  town  of  Mansfield  39  00 

Due  from  City  of  Fall  River  66  19 


1401  65 


Balance  against  Town  1511  27 


$2912  92 

The  Auditing  Committee  having  examined  the  books 
of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept, 
and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 
HENRY  HUNT, 
BENJ.  M.  ROUND, 

Auditing  Committee. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  i,  1879 


g 
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REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  of  Norton  herewith 
present  their  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
April  ist,  1879. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  your  com- 
mittee organized  as  follows,  viz: — Chairman, 
Augustus  Lane;  Secretary,  Everett  R.  Leonard; 
Examining  Committee,  Augustus  Lane,  Oren  E. 
Walker  and  Joseph  F.  Sweet;  Visiting  Committee, 
Augustus  Lane.  At  the  same  meeting  voted  to 
have  thirty-three  weeks  of  school  in  the  several 
districts  except  Number  7,  that  to  have  none. 

Change  of  Books. 

Well  knowing  that  a  frequent  change  of  text 
books  is  not  conducive  to  the  interests  or  beneficial 
to  our  schools,  it  was  only  on  account  of  the  length  of 
time  the  speller  has  been  in  use — somewhere  about 
thirty-five  years — and  the  importance  of  changing 
both  speller  and  geography  that  induced  us  to  give 
our  attention  to  the  matter.  The  geographies  have 
been  used  here  about  twenty-five  years,  and  differ- 
ent editions  of  the  same  book  in  almost  all  our 
schools  made  it  impossible  to  class  them  properly. 
These  and  other  important  reasons  induced  your 
committee  at  their  first  meeting  in  Spring  to  take 
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into  consideration  the  change  of  these  books,  and 
by  a  unanimous  vote  they  agreed  to  substitute  for 
"  Fowle's  Common  School  Speller,"  "  Swinton's 
Word  Book,"  and  for  "  Cornell's  Geographies," 
Harper's  Series.  The  change  has  proved  of  great 
advantage  to  our  schools. 

School  Houses. 

The  house  in  No.  i  is  the  oldest  in  town.  The 
north  room  was  repaired  last  season,  making  it  con- 
venient for  a  small  school.  The  south  room  is 
somewhat  out  of  repair,  but  by  proper  care  it  may 
be  made  to  do  for  a  school  room  one  or  two  more 
years,  as  well  as  it  has  for  a  number  of  years  past. 
When  the  town  does  anything  to  improve  its  school 
building  in  this  district,  your  committee  would 
recommend  the  erection  of  a  new  house,  the  only 
question  is,  when  the  town  is  best  prepared  to 
build. 

The  houses  in  districts  Nos.  2,  3  and  4  need 
repairs,  so  as  to  be  made  comfortable,  and  perhaps 
some  of  them  a  new  coat  of  paint  outside.  The 
houses  in  Nos.  5,  6  and  8  are  nearly  new  and  need 
but  slight  repairs.  We  urge  upon  the  local  com- 
mittees to  take  particular  care  of  the  schoolhouses 
in  their  several  districts. 

Teachers. 

No.  1. — Arthur  M.  Rounds  of  Norton,  the  teacher 
of  former  term. 

No.  2. — For  two  terms,  Charles  S.  Forbes  of  Nor- 
ton, the  teacher  of  former  term. 
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No.  2. — Winter  term,  Maynard  B.  Copelancl  of 
Norton,  a  graduate  of  Bridgewater  Nor- 
mal School. 

No.  3. — For  two  terms,  Bessie  A.  Bliss  of  Reho- 
both,  who  taught  the  previous  year. 

No.  3. — Winter  term,  Lawrence  Copeland  of  Nor- 
ton, a  graduate  of  Bridgewrater  Normal 
School. 

No.  4. — Hattie  A.  French  of  Berkley  taught  during 
the  year. 

No.  5. — Isaac  W.  Wilcox  of  Taunton,  who  has 
taught  this  school  six  successive  years. 

No.  6. — Summer  term,  H.  L.  Macker  of  Taunton. 

No.  6. — Two  terms,  Abbie  B.  Scholes  of  Mansfield. 

No.  8.— Mrs.  M.  Lizzie  White  of  Norton  taught 
during  the  year. 

Attendance. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty  scholars  in 
town  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  the 
names  of  but  two  hundred  and  eight  are  on  the 
school  registers.  Only  a  small  per  cent,  of  the 
remaining  seventy-two  receive  private  instruction, 
while  the  rest  are  growing  up  in  ignorance.  The 
neglect  of  parents  in  requiring  their  children  to 
attend  school  is  a  great  evil  of  the  times.  In  a 
state  which  boasts  of  its  free  instruction  to  all,  it  is 
a  disgrace  to  find  men,  brought  up  with  the  privi- 
leges of  our  common  schools,  who  can  scarcely 
read  and  hardly  write  their  names.  The  town  pro- 
vides ample  means  for  every. child  to  obtain  a  prac- 
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tical  education.  Who  is  to  blame  when  the  youth 
do  not  receive  it?    Not  the  teachers  or  committee. 

Many  parents,  for  almost  any  frivolous  pretext, 
request  the  teacher  to  excuse  their  children  before 
they  have  fixed  their  lessons  in  their  mind,  and  this 
happens  almost  every  clay.  It  is  no  small  wonder 
they  complain  their  children  learn  nothing.  They 
never  will  be  good  scholars  so  long  as  this  practice 
is  continued. 

Irregularity  of  attendance  is  also  a  source  of 
much  mischief.  Children  are  made  to  stay  at  home 
to  work,  or  allowed  to  stay  away  to  play;  they 
know  nothing  of  the  lost  lessons  and  their  class  is 
kept  back  to  drill  them.  This  thoughtlessness  of 
parents  becomes  a  serious  injury  to  the  school. 

The  following  numbers  show  the  percentage  of 
average  attendance  of  pupils  whose  names  are  on 
the  registers. 


No.  i. 
No.  2. 
No.  3. 


77-57- 
72.83. 

84.51. 

No.  8. 


No.  4. 
No.  5. 
No.  6. 
80.45. 


79-55- 
92.83. 

79.91. 


Reading. 

Too  much  attention  cannot  be  given  to  pupils 
in  this  branch  of  instruction;  the  object  to  be 
sought  is  two-fold— ( 1')  the  pupil  should  learn  to 
take  in  with  the  eye  and  the  mind  the  meaning  of 
the  printed  sentence;  and  (2)  to  express  this  mean- 
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ing  intelligently  by  the  voice;  therefore  the  reading 
matter  should  be  suited  to  their  understanding. 

The  methods  used  to  accomplish  this  result 
vary  with  the  different  teachers.  Good  sense  helped 
by  experience  will  often  suggest  new  ways  of  inter- 
esting the  class  and  of  advancing  them  in  the  sev- 
eral steps.  It  is  quite  often  necessary  to  explain 
that  which  is  to  be  read,  for  if  one  does  not  under- 
stand what  he  is  reading,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  give  proper  emphasis  and  expression  of 
the  simplest  kind,  but  when  a  thought  is  well 
understood,  the  reader,  of  whatever  age,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  express  it  in  an  easy  natural  manner.  The 
easiest  and  most  interesting  selections  should  be  the 
first.  The  scholar  should  be  trained  in  exact  pro- 
nunciation, drill  the  foreign  in  the  sound  of  the 
letter  H  and  the  native  in  the  sound  of  R.  If  a 
pupil  has  an  impediment  in  his  speech,  help  it  if 
possible,  and  teach  all  good  articulation.  If  a  word 
is  mispronounced,  do  not  correct  it  by  repeating  the 
isolated  word,  but  by  giving  the  whole  phrase  of 
which  it  is  a  part.  It  would  be  well  to  call  upon 
the  pupil  to  give  in  his  own  language  the  sense  of 
a  paragraph  or  sentence;  and  after  the  whole  lesson 
call  upon  some  one  of  the  class  to  give  an  oral  or 
written  account  of  what  has  been  read.  As  soon 
as  a  child  is  able  to  read  easy  sentences,  encourage 
him  to  read  other  books  than  his  reading  book. 
An  intelligent  teacher  who  aims  to  accomplish  the 
object  first  mentioned  will  produce  satisfactory 
results. 
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General  Remarks. 

Finally  we  would  say,  the  past  year  has  aver- 
aged well,  our  teachers  have  come  with  good 
qualifications  and  a  desire  to  do  well,  there  has 
been  little  sickness  and  no  open  rebellion,  and  we 
end  this  year  in  better  condition  than  the  last  and 
with  many  signs  of  prosperity.  Our  aim  has  been 
to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools;  we  have 
not  scrupled  to  make  changes  when  we  saw  they 
would  be  improvements,  or  tread  the  old  ways  if 
they  seemed  to  lead  farther.  If  it  were  possible,  a 
regular  meeting  of  teachers  might  be  an  assistance 
to  each  and  a  free  interchange  of  ideas  work  to  the 
advantage  of  their  charge;  even  a  good  one  might 
receive  new  ideas  from  association  with  others 
thinking  on  the  same  subjects.  Also,  if  parents 
would  take  enough  interest  to  visit  our  schools, 
talk  with  their  teachers  and  learn  what  their  chil- 
dren were  doing,  it  might  encourage  both  teacher 
and  taught.  Surely,  if  there  is  united  effort  of 
scholar,  teacher,  parent  and  committee,  we  shall  be 
in  advance  of  our  present  state  at  the  end  of  the 
next  year. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  scholars  in 
town  who  have  not  been  absent  through  the  several 
terms  in  which  their  names  are  mentioned. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  1,    FIRST  TERM. 
Carrie  A.  Briggs  Mamie  E.  Coyle 

Delia  A.  Briggs  Nellie  H.  Clapp 

Mabel  E.  Blandin  Emma  E.  Pollard 

Edith  M.  Boynton 

SECOND  TEJfcM. 
Lizzie  S.  Briggs  Nellie  H.  Clapp 

Mabel  E.  Blandin  Mary  J.  Dovan 

Emma  E.  Pollard 

THIRD  TERM. 
Edith  M.  Bo}*nton  George  Boynton 

Nellie  H.  Clapp  Willie  Clapp 

Mary  J  Dovan  Frank  Williams 

DISTRICT  NO.  2,    FIRST  TERM. 
Henry  T.  Lane  Tommie  Bradley 

John  Poise}'  Katie  Alden 

Joseph  Bradley  Lottie  Stockwell 

SECOND  TERM. 
Frank  Shaw  George  B.  Shaw 

THIRD  TERM. 
None. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3,    FIRST  TERM. 
Nellie  A.  Smith  Helen  M.  Austin 

Hattie  M.  Woodward 

SECOND  TERM. 
Hattie  M.  Woodward 

THIRD  TERM. 
None. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4,    FIRST  TERM. 
Agnes  O'Brian  Walter  II.  Lane 

Herbert  A.  Wilbur 

SECOND  TERM. 
Nora  Kiley  Francis  Gilroy 

Walter  H.  Lane  John  Kiley 
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THIRD 

Annie  Leddy 

DISTRICT  NO.  5 
Lillie  G.  Bruce 
Lizzie  A.  Smith 
Carrie  E.  Thompson 
Fanny  J.  Wood 
Willie  O.  Forbes 

SECOND 

Lillian  G.  Bruce 
Lizzie  A.  Smith 
Carrie  E.  Thompson 
Fannie  J.  Wood 
Bennie  F.  Bruce 
Willie  O.  Forbes 


TERM. 

Walter  H.  Lane 

FIRST  TERM. 
S.  Abbott  Smith 
George  E.  Smith 


Lillian  G.  Bruce 
Lizzie  A.  Smith 


Charles  H.  Tibbetts 
Walter  C.  S.  Wood 
Harry  S.  Wood 
TERM. 

S.  Abbott  Smith 
George  E  Smith 
Walter  C.  S.  Wood 
Willie  E.  Titus 
Frank  S.  Harding 
Horace  F.  Sweet 
Flora  G.  Sweet 
THIRD  TERM. 

Florence  G.  Sweet 
Willie  A.  Forbes 
W.  Clifford  Smith 


DISTRICT  NO.  6,    FIRST  TERM. 
None. 
SECOND  TERM. 

None. 
THIRD  TERM. 
None. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8,    FIRST  TERM. 
Mason  Leonard  Merton  C.  Leonard 

Johnnie  F.  Lincoln  Hattie  M.  Brettun 

Lena  M.  Lincoln 

SECOND  TERM. 
Mason  Leonard  Lena  M.  Lincoln 

Merton  C.  Leonard  Mary  I.  Austin 

THIRD  TERM. 
Mason  Leonard  Dency  Washburn 

Daniel  Washburn  Annie  C.  Scott 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


ochool  .terms. 

Number  of  Days 
School  kept. 

Whole  Number 
of  Scholars. 

Average  Attend- 
ance. 

Number  between 
5  and  15. 

Over  15. 

|  Under  5. 

Teachers'  Wages 
per  Month. 

Amount  Received  j 
by  Teachers  as  pay. 

For  wood  and  care 
of  School  Houses. 

f  oummer, 

QO 

oo 

O"  AO 

38 

o;o 

•$36.00 

.$90.00 

1    J  "Poll 

l  •<  r  an, 

55 

37 

27.79 

37 

0  0 

36.00 

99.00 

$30.00 

Winter, 

60 

33 

28.57 

33 

0 

0 

36.00 

108.00 

f  Summer, 

50 

33 

23 

82 

1 

0 

34.00 

85.00 

Ji  <  r  an, 

55 

81 

21  8-11 

30 

1 

0 

36.00 

99.00 

27.00 

(_  Winter, 

60 

29 

23 

24 

5 

0 

38.00 

114.00 

(  Summer, 

50 

28 

24.71 

28 

32.00 

80.00 

o  <  £  an, 

55 

28 

24.34 

26 

I 

0 

32.00 

88.00 

30.75 

Winter, 

60 

26 

20.25 

24 

2 

0 

36.00 

108.00 

(  Summer, 

50 

40 

29.75 

40 

0 

0 

36.00 

90.00 

4 1  Fall, 

55 

29 

24 

29 

0 

0 

36.00 

99.00 

2S.50 

(  Winter, 

60 

30 

25 

30 

0 

0 

36.00 

108.00 

(  Summer' 

50 

24 

20  38-49 

24 

0 

0 

32.00 

80.00 

5  \  Fall, 

55 

22 

21  33-106 

21 

1 

0 

34.00 

93.50 

23.00 

(  Winter, 

60 

26 

23  23-31 

23 

3 

0 

36.00 

108.00 

f  Summer, 

50 

22 

15.04 

22 

0 

0 

30.00 

75.00 

G  -J  Fall, 

55 

20 

17.5 

19 

0 

1 

32.00 

88.00 

27.32 

(  Winter, 

60 

21 

17.8 

19 

2 

0 

34.00 

102.00 

(  Summer, 

50 

28 

23.6 

28 

0 

0 

36.00 

90.00 

8  \  Fall, 

55 

31 

26.1 

31 

0 

0 

86.00 

99.00 

35.70 

(  Winter, 

60 

30 

23.9 

29 

1 

0 

36.00 

108.00 

1155 

606 

587 

18 

1 

730.00 

2011.50 

202.27 

For  the  Committee, 


AUGUSTUS  LANE, 
Chairman  and  Visiting  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  of  POOR, 

TREASURER 

AND 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  17,  1880. 


MANSFIELD: 

T.  S.  PRATT,  STEAM  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 

1880. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 
District  No.  1. 
Paid  Arthur  M.  Round,  10  weeks,  Spring  term     $90  00 


M.  Jennie  Bump,  12  weeks,  Fall  term  108  00 

"          "     11      "     Winter  term  99  00 

A.  W.  Wild,  care  school-room  2  00 

"                 "  4  50 

Chas.  T.  Oldfield,  wood  8  00 

2  75 

B.  F.  Woodward,    "  2  50 


$316  75 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  Annie  W.  King,  10  weeks,  Spring  term  $70  00 

<  <             11     "     Fall  term  88  00 

"             12     "     Winter  term  102  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  wood  20  00 

John  A.  Polsey,  care  school-room  6  00 


$286  00 

District  No.  3. 

Paid  Delia  J.  Crane,  10  weeks,  Spring  term  $80  00 

"           11      "     Fall  term  99  00 

J.  C.  Mead,  12  "  Winter  term  108  00 
J.  L.  Coyle  &  J.  H.  Smith,  care  school-room 

and  sawing  wood  9  50 

Josiah  Woodward,  wood  16  71 


$313  21 
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District  No.  4. 

Paid  Nancy  E.  Morse,  10  weeks,  Spring  term 
Belle  B.  Cobb,  12  weeks,  Fall  term 

44  11  weeks ,  Winter  term 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  wood 
Walter  H.  Lane,  care  school-room 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  wood 


District  No.  5 

Paid  J.  W.  Wilcox,  10  weeks,  Spring  term 
44  44      44      Fall  44 

44  13    4  4      Winter  44 

J.  D.  Sweet,  wood 

W.  C.  Smith,  care  school-room 


District  No.  6. 

Paid  Abbie  L.  Basse  tt,  10  weeks,  Spring  term 
4  4  1  1     4  4     Fall  term 

J.  Gertrude  Tilton  5  44  Winter  term 
Annie  Brown,         7     4  4  4  4 

E.  R.  Leonard,  wood 
Jerry  O'Brien,  care  school-room 

District  No.  8. 

PaidM.  B.  Copeland,  9  weeks,  Spring  term 
4  4  12     4  4     Fall  term 

4  4  12     4  4     Winter  term 

44  wood 
44  care  school-house 


$90  00 
108  00 
99  00 
22  42 
2  00 
6  00 
5  45 


$332  87 


$80  00 
80  00 

117  00 
16  00 
8  50 


$301  50 

$80  00 

90  75 

42  50 

59  50 

20  00 

7  00 


$299  75 

$81  00 
108  00 
108  00 
13  00 
6  00 


$316  00 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Appropriation  $2000  00 

DISTRICT  XO.  1.  CHAS.  G.  CLAPP,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  Appropriation  $236  62 


W.  E.  Payson,  horse,  cart  and  man 

$20 

96 

44            gravel,  55  loads 

2 

50 

Lewis  B.  Dean,  horse,  cart  and  man 

22 

42 

R.  P.  Hodges,  horse  and  cart 

12 

45 

Alfred  Barker,  scraping  roads 

7 

00 

B.  Richmond,  horse  and  cart 

15 

54 

M.  Newcomb,  powder  and  fuse 

58 

Lyman  Briggs,  sharpening  picks 

75 

Reuel  Robinson,  44 

20 

Wm.  Capen,  gravel 

11 

91 

J.  S.  Wood,  44 

6 

00 

Mrs.  Smith,  44 

1 

00 

Wm.  Capen,  labor 

20 

26 

Oliver  Titus,  44 

19 

19 

B.  H.  Miller,  44 

4 

72 

L.  B.  Willis,  44 

6 

97 

C.  G.  Clapp,  44 

72 

81 

J.  A.  Leonard,  44 

11 

41 

60 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  44 

7 

27 

$244  54 


Exceeds  appropriation  $7  92 

Of  the  above,  $205.57  was  expended  on  road  leading 
from  Orthodox  Church  to  Depot. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  2.  HENRY  S.  FREEMAN. 
Proportion  of  appropriation, 


2d,  SURVEYOR. 
$331  05 


Wm.  H.  Codding,  labor, 

50 

12 

Geo.  B.  Shaw,  44 

7 

00 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

34 

00 

0.  H.  Lane,  " 

6 

07 

Daniel  Bradley,  " 

4 

20 

A.  A.  Keene,  44 

12 

75 

M.  Waterman,  " 

28 

50 

Patriek  Steadman,  " 

1 

50 

James  Galligan,  44 

1 

05 

Geo.  Freeman,  44 

75 

II .  S.  Freeman,  44 

6 

00 

Geo..  Sweet,  44 

2 

50 

Wm.  H.  Alden,  44 

1 

50 

James  McCabe,  44 

1 

50 

0.  H.  Lane,  gravel, 

2 

25 

Chas.  Horr,  44 

2 

00 

W.  E.  Payson,  44 

30 

Edmund  Briggs,  plank 

30 

87 

C.  S.  Wetherell,  44 

2 

16 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  spikes 

1 

10 

44             powder  and  fuse 

1 

25 

H.  S.  Freeman,  repairs  on 

tools 

3 

00 

drills 

1 

50 

44  labor 

129 

18 

$331  05 


DISTRICT  NO.  3.  HERBERT  WOODWARD,  SURVEYOR. 


Proportion  of  appropriation 
Paid  Herbert  Woodward,  labor 
Chas.  Brady,  44 
John  Galligan,  44 
Lewis  Willis,  44 
Hiram  Danforth,  44 


$239  10 


$26  37 
6  90 
5  50 
5  50 
1  50 
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James  Foster, 

6  6 

tl  50 

CHas.  Smith, 

i  i 

2  75 

Josiah  Woodward, 

ii  * 

•7  93 

John  McCormick, 

6  i 

9  32 

Alex  Eddy, 

i  f 

1  50 

James  Foster, 

it 

13  00 

Josiah  Woodward, 

6  i 

13  75 

George  Hall, 

i  £ 

5  00 

Herbert  Woodward, 

i  i 

59  37 

L.  B.  Williams, 

i  i 

10  50 

John  McCormick, 

it 

15  30 

Adam  Jackson, 

a 

9  50 

Geo.  B.  Crane, 

a 

10  43 

Hiram  Dan  forth, 

6  i 

4  50 

William  Burton, 

i  6 

7  50 

Chas.  Brady, 

a 

.    6  75 

John  Fisk,  labor, 

3  00 

Herbert  Woodward, 

gravel, 

3  39 

Josiah  Woodword, 

« i 

2  50 

M  A  Dvor 

a 

2  40 

Alex.  Eddy, 

a 

3  80 

S.  E.  Goff,  labor, 

1  25 

Chas.  Clapp,  gravel, 

1  50 

  $242  21 

Exceeds  appropriation,  $3  11 


DISTRICT  NO.  4.   WM.  A.  LANE,  SURVEYOR. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $277  70 

Paid  Geo.  H.  Arnold  &  Son,  gravel 

and  labor,  $54  36 

Wm.  A.  Lane,       labor,  68  26 

Geo  A.  Lane,            "  49  26 

T.  E.  Robinson,        "  4  72 

Edgar  A.  Freeman ,  "  *       10  80 
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liandall  Martin,  gravel  and  labor, 

5 

40 

Alvin  I).  Lee,  labor, 

2 

70 

Julius  Skinner,      *  44 

6 

67 

Samuel  Fletcher,  44 

8 

55 

Ward  Kichmond,  44 

13 

45 

A.  D.  Lane,  gravel  and  labor, 

17 

82 

Simeon  L.  Lane,  labor, 

18 

73 

David  C.  Lane,  44 

2 

25 

bavillion  H.  Bates,  gravel, 

1 

98 

Elmer  E.  Lane,  labor, 

2 

00 

Wm.  H.  Lane,  44 

2 

25 

Otis  B.  Crossman  44 

2 

25 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  sleepers  and  spikes, 

4 

00 

,  M.  B.  Allen,  labor, 

2 

20 

$277  70 


DISTRICT  NO.  5.    J.  S.  WOOD,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation  $233  32 


Paid  John  D.  Hardon,  labor 

9 

68 

Wm.  W.  Smith,  44 

13 

62 

44  gravel 

2 

48 

Stillman  LeB.  Smith,  labor 

5 

70 

James  M.  Sweet  &  Son, 

t  < 

23 

18 

Moses  Hunt, 

a 

10 

75 

J.  S.  Wood, 

it 

40 

32 

B.  E.  Sweet, 

a 

3 

75 

Chas.  Rogers, 

a 

1 

95 

W.  R.  Fobes, 

a 

7 

85 

W.  T.  Carpenter, 

a 

2 

10 

O.  B.  Sweet, 

a 

2 

85 

J.  N.  Tebbets, 

a 

13 

34 

D.  S.  Cobb  &  Son, 

a 

5 

42 

T.  Carver  &  Son, 

t% 

14 

63 

J.  D.  Sweet, 

a 

1 

20 

J.  S.  Thompson, 

a 

4 

05 
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L.  Bruce,  labor 

$0  75 

J.  S.  Wood, 

2  44 

John  D.  Harden,  gravel 

2  23 

W.  R.  Fobes,  labor 

4  20 

C.  Bruce,  44 

3  47 

J.  S.  Wood, 

2  75 

J.  0.  Sweet,  44 

90 

Spikes  and  nails 

1  60 

4  Sleepers 

10  00 

2  Cedar  railings,  130  ft. 

3  25 

B.  F.  Woodward,  plank 

38  76 

$233  22 

Of  the  above  $64.93  was  expended  in  repairing  bridge 

at  Norton  Mill. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6.  MOSES  LINCOLN,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $201  50 


Paid  Moses  Lincoln,  labor, 

48. 

83 

44              plank  and  spikes, 

14 

93 

E.  C.  White,  labor,  gravel  and  posts, 

36 

95 

B.  F.  Woodward,  railing  and  plank, 

9 

97 

D.  K.  Mills,  labor  and  gravel, 

11 

44 

C.  W.  Field,  gravel, 

2 

80 

Harriet  Newcomb,  gravel, 

1 

64 

Geo.  L.  Titus,  labor  and  gravel, 

13 

86 

E.  R.  Leonard,  labor, 

22 

80 

Eugene  Burt,  44 

3 

00 

Oren  Wilber,  Jr.,  44 

17 

78 

Geo.  L.  Titus,  Jr.,  44 

4 

50 

D.  B.  Smith, 

4 

50 

David  Hirth,  44 

8 

50 

£          *201  50 
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DISTKTCT  KO.  7.  CHAS.  E.  WOODWARD,  SURVEYOR. 


Proportion  of  appropriation, 


$231  14 


Paid  Chas.  E.  Woodward, 

labor, 

28 

10 

Alester  Binks, 

2 

25 

Thomas  Gale, 

1 

50 

Edwin  Thurber, 

11 

40 

Samuel  Draper, 

16 

20 

Frank  Hunt, 

33 

30 

Harrison  Blandin, 

1 

80 

Adolphus  Hunt, 

6 

75 

William  Britton, 

<< 

16 

65 

Elbridge  Keith, 

19 

50 

Sidney  Pratt, 

9 

75 

Chas.  Bliss, 

4 

80 

George  Makepeace, 

4 

50 

Maynard  Hodges, 

<< 

4 

50 

Don  P.  Makepeace, 

75 

Hodges  Eddy, 

3 

75 

Fremont  Nelson, 

2 

25 

Barney  Woodward, 

27 

30 

Samuel  Draper, 

6 

15 

Don  P.  Makepeace, 

gravel, 

5 

82 

Josephus  Woodward, 

2 

01 

Chas.  Woodward, 

1 

60 

Moses  Lincoln, 

<  < 

4 

28 

'    Geo.  B.  Crane, 

<  < 

80 

Mrs.  Laban  Lincoln, 

< < 

5 

48 

B.  F.  Woodward,  post  and  plank, 

4 

40 

$224  59 


DISTRICT  JSTO.  8.  EMORY  C.  LIXCOKtf ,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation  $249  57 


Paid  Emory  C.  Lincoln,  labor 
Geo.  H.  Leonard,  " 
L.  E.  Leonard,  " 


$22  56 

6  40 

7  00 
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A.  H.  Leonard,  labor  and  gravel 

41 1 

Joseph  Copeland, 

90 

1  0 

IV/ 

A.  J .  LiOtnrop, 

9 

1  0 

1U 

ivioses  \j.  juiiicuiLi,  lduui 

20 

W  .  JJ.  W asnburn,  " 

K 

09 

J.  ±1.  vv  asnourn,  '* 

7 

97 
< 

Artnui  VV  .  riolton,  " 

i  o 

VylJclullCj   -Li.  ±JJ.11LU1I1, 

1 1 

X  X. 

31 

Silas       Lincoln,  labor  and  gravel 

1  £ 

Sumner  7V .  Lincoln,  labor 

10 

*±o 

John  H.  Lincoln,  '* 

1U 

3^ 
00 

Lawrence  Copeland,  44 

o 
o 

37 

vv  .  D.  Witnereii,  '* 

ft 
0 

QO 

T)    TK  fTiolrl 

9 

70 

TTrinTin  T?     T  ,nir>m n  it 
JCjtlWlll  XV.  AJlllLUlll , 

7 
• 

1  2 

o.  A.  JJean,  ki 

o 
Z 

~V\T      TT      IFnoliTwnn  ii 

vv  .  ±t<.  vv  asnourn,  *fc 

0 

70 

J.  W.  vjrociirey,  " 

0 

1  O 
1U 

F   M    Lothron  " 

7 

97 

Willie  Clibborn, 

1 

27 

H.  T.  Lincoln, 

5 

67 

J.  H.  Leonard,            ' ' 

3 

22 

O.  B.  Dean,  labor  and  gravel 

23 

20 

  $249  57 

GRADING  AND  OTHEEWISE  IMPROVING  EOAD  NEAR 
STORE  OF  J.  R.  ROGERSON,  UNDER  DIRECTION 


OF  SELECTMEN. 

Paid  E.  P.  Hodges,  labor  $8  10 

C.  F.  Hodges,  <<  4  05 

J.  A.  Leonard,  6 <  7  42 

Nahum  Field,  "  4  05 

O.  S.  Titus,  "  2  70 

E.  Thurber,  «  2  50 

T.  B.  Wetherell,  "  2  40 

Alfred  Barker,  "  14  85 
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W.  E.  Black,  grading  gutter  25  00 

W.  E.  Pay  son,  gravel  14  35 

$85  42 

In  addition  to  the  above  expenditure  the  bill  of  $50.00 
for  paving  was  paid  by  J.  R.  Rogersou  and  Davis  Gregory. 

IMPROVING  ROAD  LEADING  FROM  ORTHODOX  MEET- 
ING HOUSE  TO  DEPOT,  UNDER  DIRECTION  OF 
SELECTMEN. 


J.    S.    Wood,  labor 

$31  90 

R.  P.  Hodges, 

19  50 

L.  B.  Willis, 

19  20 

George  Kennedy, 

17  55 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

i  6 

15  00 

Patrick  Steadman, 

a 

13  50 

J.  A.  Leonard, 

i  i 

8  25 

Asa  A.  Keene, 

i  t 

7  50 

James  L.  Drake, 

a 

5  00 

John  Fitzgerald, 

i  t 

5  25 

Maurice  Fitzgerald, 

a 

3  00 

O.  S.  Titus, 

tt 

1  50 

Joshua  Lucas, 

a 

2  75 

Henry  Hunt, 

a 

4  60 

Timothy  Lincoln, 

n 

2  00 

Alfred  Barker, 

t  i 

51  00 

Geo.  T.  Crane,  iron 

work 

13  48 

Mrs.  Olive  Smith,  gravel 

4  59 

B.  F.  Woodward,  lumber  and  spikes 

13  94 

Sharpening  picks 

1  25 

Brimstone 

23 

Wm.  Capen,  gravel 

1  65 

$242  64 

Of  the  above,  $35.75  was  expended  for  railing  exclu- 
sive of  wall. 
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POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN.  f 

Paid  A.  A.  Woodward,  groceries,  etc.,  J.  Hogau  $3G  35 

50  69 

44  44  "         38  03 

"  "  44         40  18 

44  44  44         50  99 

23  58 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries,  etc.,  A.  Jones  28  00 
O.  C.  Railroad,  aid  A.  Jones  5  50 

O.  H.  Lane,  44  34  00 

W.    D.  Washburn,  digging  graves  for  two 

children  of  Lucy  J.  Washburn  4  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc. ,  L.  J.  Washburn    27  00 

37  19 

10  00 
17  00 

6  00 

11  03 
5  00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods,  44  8  23 

S.  G.  Blandin,  aid  44  6  00 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  two  coffins  for 

children  of  Lucy  J.  Washburn  8  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  Henry  A.  White        14  00 

8  00 

44  4  4  4  4  12  00 

44      •  44  11  00 

3  00 

Azel  O.  Randall        13  00 
44  44  44  3  00 

3  85 


$514  62 
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ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  grain,  etc.,  $70  43 

14  79 
40  11 

'    "  "  48  35 

«  «  »<  17  57 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  crackers  10  29 

9  31 
16  17 
11  02 

T.  Carver,  beef  18  78 

Josiah  Woodward,  groceries,  grain,  etc.  56  40 

Stafford  &  Co.,  "  "  65  47 

C.  B.  Wetherell,        "  "  47  29 

Alfred  Barker,  oats  and  grindstone  3  92 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat  54  46 

J.  H.  Bland  in,  soap  4  00 

«  <<  7  75 

Moses  Lincoln,  lumber  50 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  dry  goods,  etc.  5  35 


Geo.  H.  Leonard,  services  as  Superintendent  230  00 
"  cash  paid  sundry  persons    125  52 

$857  48 

POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 
Paid  J.  H.  Leonard,  aid  A.  G.  Leonard  and  family  $5  50 


R.  P.  Hodges,  aid  Jane  Brown  15  00 

Taunton  Lunatic  Asy.,  support  E.  H.  Perry  138  89 

"              "  40  40 

"                  "              «  78  86 

Est.  B.  N.  Woodward,  aid  Josiah  Harvey  9  00 

Geo.  R.  Perry,  aid  Levi  S.  Elliott  18  00 
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Paid  C.  B.  Wcthevell,  aid  Mrs.  B.  Hunt, 

$17 

99 

City  oi  New  Bediord,  aid  labithy  Bruce, 

25 

08 

"    Taunton,  aid   Sarah  F.  Woodward 

and  family, 

11 

00 

"    Chelsea,  aid  Mrs.  Laban  Smith  and 

family, 

28 

36 

Town  of  Easton,  aid  Emily  A.  Eddy  and 

child, 

30 

00 

Town  of  Easton,  aid  H.  M.  Newcomb, 

55 

00 

*'            <4      aid   Marcus  Wheeler  and 

family, 

29 

55 

Town  of  Mansfield,  aid  Marcus  Wheeler  and 

family, 

43 

50 

Town  of  Mansfield,  aid  Henry  Bruce  and 

family, 

14 

25 

Town  of  Attleboro,  aid  Jas.  0.  Macomber's 

family, 

47 

14 

W.  E.  Payson,  aid  John  Kinnerr, 

8 

00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  Mrs.  B.  Hunt, 

4 

04 

Town  of  Wrentham,  aid  Maria  W.  Hall  and 

son, 

68 

00 

George  R.  Perry,  aid  Levi  S.  Elliott, 

15 

00 

li.  P.  Hodges,  ai(J  Jane  Brown, 

15 

00 

Chas.  H.  Smith,  aid  Geo.  Kennedy, 

1 

75 

Oren  E.  Walker,  aid  Levi  S.  Elliott, 

3 

,oo 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coflin  for  Leonard 

Angell, 

9 

50 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc.,  Mrs.  B.  Hunt, 

4 

62 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods,  Mrs.  B.  Hunt, 

7 

53 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard, 

11 

00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard, 

12 

00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard, 

3 

00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard, 

5 

00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  H.  G.  Leonard, 

2 

00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  J.  Harvey, 

2 

00 

16 
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PaidM.  Newcomb,  groceries,  J.  Harvey,  1  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  P.  Foster,  13  00 

M.  Newcomb.  groceries,  P.  Foster,  13  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  P.  Foster,  4  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  P.  Foster,  13  00 

M.  Newcomb.  groceries,  P.  Foster,  4  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  P.  Foster,  5  00 

M.  Neweomb,  groceries,  etc.,  A.  Dean,  7  00 

44                 44            Geo.  Kennedy,  6  00 

<<                      44  3  00 

13  08 
9  00 

4  4            Jane  Brown  19  50 

19  50 

6  00 

44                 44                    44  19  50 

7  50 

44                    44  6  00 
44                 44            children  of  D. 

K.  Leonard,  8  50 
M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc.,  children  of  D. 

K.  Leonard,  2  83 
M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc.,  children  of  D. 

K.  Leonard,  1  35 
J.  R.  Rogerson,  goods,  children  of  D.  K. 

Leonard,  3  50 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc.,  E.  Westgate,  3  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  W.  D.  Washburn,  2  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  W.  D.  Washburn,  9  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  W.  D.  Washburn,  17  12 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  W.  D.  Washburn,  8  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  W.  D.  Washburn,  10  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  M.  W.  Wheeler,  10  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries.,  M.  W.  Wheeler,  12  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  M.  W.  Wheeler,  8  00 
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Paid  M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  M.  W.  Wheeler,  $10  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  W.  H.  Carpenter,  21  42 

Alfred  Barker,  aid  M.  W.  Wheeler,  6  00 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  aid  J.  S.  Washburn,  4  00 

W.  D.  Witherell,  wood,  W.  D.  Washburn,  2  00 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc.,  W.  Lawson,  5  74 

M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc.,  O.  Drayton,  8  00 

$1104  53 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Paid  Mary  A.  Lane,  Executrix,  for  services  of 

Augustus  Lane  as  School  Committee,       $3  00 

Alfred  Barker,  services  as  Assessor,  1879,       50  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,    "     "       "  "  50  00 

Geo.  R.  Perry,       «     <<       "  "  50  00 

Geo.  R.  Perry  as  Selectman  and  Overseer  of 

Poor,  75  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  as  Selectman  and  Overseer 

of  Poor,  65  00 

Alfred  Barker,  as  Selectman  and  Overseer  of 

Poor,  65  00 

Oren  M.  Walker,  services  on  pauper  cases 

out  of  town,  12  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  warning  Spring  and  Fall 

meetings,  7  00 

Austin  Messinger,  services  as  Treasurer, 
and  recording  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  and  paying  express,  postage,  etc. ,  65  45 

Chas.  T.  Olclrield ,  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee, 45  00 

Maynard  B.  Copeland,  services  as  School 

Committee,  45  00 
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Paid  Wm.  A.  Lane,  warning  town  meeting,  $3  50 

Samuel  A.  Draper,  Collector  of  Taxes,  37  47 


$256  00 


STATE  AID. 

Paid  State  Aid  to  sundry  persons  up  to  Jan.  1, 

1880,  $573  42 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  M.  Newcomb,  cloth  and  tacks,  $0  33 
B.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance  on  poor, 

Jan.,  Feb.  and  March,  1879,  37  50 

Thomas  S.  Pratt,  printing,  22  65 

Fisk  &  Munroe,  printing,  25  98 
A.  M.   Round,  8  pamphlets  and  drawing 

card,  (choice  selections),  4  45 
Henry  Hunt,    digging  grave    for  Hilliard 

Wetherell,  3  00 
Messenger  &  Sweet,  cash  paid  for  book  for 

town  use,  3  10 

E.  L.  Briggs,  blacksmithing,  1  13 
Oliver  Earl,  principal  and  interest  on  borrowed 

money,  520  84 

W.  D.  Witherell,  principal  and  interest  on 

borrowed  money,  2068  00 

T.  S.  Pratt,  printing  posters,  etc.,  12  78 

J.  S.  Wood,  repairs  on  depot  and  road,  3  25 

Taunton  Gazette,  advertising,  4  00 

James  L.  Wrigley,  care  town  hall,  oil,  etc.,  5  75 
W.  G.  Allen,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance*  on 

poor,  46  75 
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Paid  F.  D.  Perry,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance  on 

poor,  $76  00 

Simeon  Borden,  Clerk  of  Courts,  for  recover- 
ing by  law,  3  40 
W.  D.  Witherell,  cash  paid  for  interest  on 
notes  of  Celia  Wetherell  and  Dency 
Lincoln,                                              82  18 
H.  A.  Tinkham,  error  in  tax  1879,  4  80 
Mrs.  D.  Hopkins,         "                            52  80 
Moses  Lincoln,             "  4  40 
G.  H.  Lincoln,             "  2  07 

$2985  16 


REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 
District  No.  1. 


Paid  M.  Newcomb,  lock,  glass  and  putty,  $10  59 

Charles  Hagerty,  repairs,  1  35 

Charles  T.  Oldfield,  repairs,  3  18 

$5  12 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  Oren  E.  Walker,  repairs,  $13  63 

M.  B.  Copeland,  book,  3  38 

$17  01 

District  No.  3. 

Paid  M.  Newcomb,  crayon  and  broom,  $0  55 

J.  R.  Rogerson,  books,  4  80 

James  H.  Cosgrore,  repairs,  35  78 


$41  13 
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District  No.  4. 

Paid  J.  K.  Rogerson,  books,  crayons  and  pens, 
John  Harvey,  repairs  and  material, 
Geo.  H.  Arnold,      "  " 
Chas.  B.  Gibbs,  repairs, 
S.  Washburn,  two  settees, 
Mary  A.  Lane,  executrix, 
C.  W.  Hodges,  one  settee,  one  chair, 
John  Harvey,  repairs, 


District  No.  5. 

Paid  J.  F.  Sweet,  repairs  and  material, 
J.  F.  Sweet,  "  '  < 


District  No.  6. 

Paid  M.  Newcomb,  crayon, 
E.  R.  Leonard,  repairs, 
Joseph  Dean,  whitewashing, 
James  L.  Wrigley,  repairs, 


District  No.  8. 

Paid  J.  R.  Rogerson,  books, 

M.  B.  Copeland,  books  and  crayon, 

M.  B.  Copeland,  3  erasers,  crayon  and  400 

report  cards, 
M.  B.  Copeland,  repairs, 


$2  66 
13  53 
6  05 

2  80 
4  25 

3  00 

4  57 
10  38 


$47  24 


$42  79 
4  50 


$47  29 


$0  20 
2  25 
4  00 
1  00 


$7  45 


$2  21 
1  20 

6  70 
5  60 


$15  71 
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Paid  M.  Newcomb,  books,  crayon,  glass,  etc., 


furnished  the  several  districts,  $23  03 

SNOW  BILLS. 

Paid  Chas.  E.  Woodward,  clearing  roads,  $13  83 

Herbert  Woodward,        44         44  .13  56 

D.  K.  Carpenter,            44         44  38  00 

Wm.  A.  Lane,               »         44  32  54 

Moses  Lincoln,               44         44  56  30 

Otis  J.  Sweet,                44         44  26  13 

Henry  S.  Freeman,  2d,    44         44  71  35 

W.  D.  Witherell,           44         44  36  62 


$288  33 

Amount  paid  out  of  Town  Treasury  on  orders 

for  Almshouse.  $857  48 

KECEIPTS  FROM  TOWN  FARM. 

Received  for  wood  sold,  $100  00 

pigs,  88  25 

pork,  15  84 

butter,  60  23 

cow,  30  00 

calves,  32  56 

poultry,  49  51 

baskets,  1  90  ^ 

labor,  6  00 

  $384  29 

CR. 

By  going  with  hearse  to  13  funerals,  $19  50 

Lodging  and  feeding  653  tramps,  228  55 

Balance  against  Almshouse,  225  14 


$857  18 
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ALMSHOUSE.  dr. 

To/}.  T.  Crane,  blacksmithing,  $11  10 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin,  8  00 

L.  B.  Higgins  &  Co.,  dry  goods,  10  11 

L.  P.  Hardon,  brooms,  3  00 

Rogerson  Bros.,  bedsteads,  6  00 

Est.  Samuel  Colby,  coat,  2  75 

N.  H.  Skinner  &  Co.,  cloth,  1  20 

I.  S.  Crowell,  fish,  15  76 

Alfred  Barker,  oats,  1  60 

Alfred  Barker,  grindstone,  2  32 

Sundry  bills,  19  67 


Geo.  H.  Leonard,  services  as  Superintendent,  230  00 

$311  57 

The  expense  per  head  for  each  pauperis  $85.76^  for 
the  year ;  this  is  exclusive  of  use  of  farm  and  wood  cut 
from  the  same. 

INVENTORY 


Of  personal  property,  taken  at  the  Almshouse,  March  10, 
1880. 


24  M.  shingles, 

$72  00 

5  bushels  meal, 

3  00 

11  « 

rye, 

11  00 

10  « 

corn, 

7  00 

35  " 

potatoes, 

21  00 

5  " 

beans, 

8  00 

10  « 

turnips, 

3  00 

500  lbs.  pork, 

40  00 

60  " 

beef, 

5  00 

30  " 

lard, 

2  50 

10  « 

butter, 

3  00 
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1  barrel  flour, 

$o  OU 

4  cows, 

i  nn 

JLOU  UU 

1  horse, 

100  00 

5  swine, 

4U  UU 

63  fowls, 

on  aa 
oU  UU 

20  cords  wood,  cut  and  split, 

OA  AA 

oU  UU 

13     J*       4<     cut  m  woods, 

nn 

1  corered  express  wagon, 

9*t  00 

1  farm  wagon, 

^o  on 

1  horse  cart, 

Ci  K    A  A 

250  UU 

4  binding  chains, 

O  AA 
Z  UU 

3  draft  chains, 

Q  AA 
O  UU 

1  cultivator, 

on 
z  uu 

5  ploughs, 

o  UU 

1  sleigh  and  grindstone, 

q  nn 
o  UU 

1  wheelbarrow, 

^  no 
0  uu 

3  harnesses, 

25  00 

46  baskets, 

10  00 

4  tons  English  hay, 

72  00 

1  \JyJ 

\  ton  meadow  hay, 

5  00 

1   "  corn  fodder, 

5  00 

1  seed  planter, 

5  00 

6  brooms, 

1  50 

$854  50 

INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE,  MAECH  103 

1880. 

Allen  Hill, 

69  years  old. 

James  Walker, 

71 

Silence  Bates, 

64 

Lucinda  Smith, 

77 

Hannah  L.  Smith, 

54 

Patrick  O'Brien, 

49 

Hilliard  Wetherell,  died  May  2,  1879, 

68 

Catherine  Wetherell,  left  Sept.  10,  1879, 

66 
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Barney  Leddy,  left  March  3,  1880,  67  years  old. 

Lydia  Shepley,                                         69  " 

Whole  number  of  inmates  for  the  year,  10 

Present  number,  7 

Average  number  for  the  year,  7^ 

EEC  APITULA  TION. 

Paid  for  support  of  Schools,  $2166  08 

support  of  poor  out  of  Town,  514  62 

"         out  of  Almshouse,  1104  53 

"         at  Almshouse,  857  48 

Eoads  and  bridges,  2005  38 

Incidental  expenses,  2985  16 

Eepairs  of  school-houses,  203  98 

State  aid,  256  00 

Town  officers,  573  42 

Snow  bills,  288  33 
Labor  and  material  on  road  in  front  of  store    85  42 

"               "            "    to  depot,  242  64 


$11,283  04 


APPEQPEIATIONS. 


Eoads  and  bridges,  2000  00 

Poor  and  incidental  expenses,  2000  00 

Schools,  1800  00 

Eepairs  on  School-houses,  200  00 

Clearing  roads  of  snow,  1879,  3  00 
Eoad  to  Depot  from  Orthodox  meeting-house,       200  00 

State  tax,  245  00 

County  tax,  862  60 


$7607  60 


GEOEGE  E.  PEEEY, 
OEEN  E.  WALKEE, 
ALFEED  BAEKEE, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  17,  1880. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  18,  1879,  $385  51 

Received  of  Town  of  Easton,  52  00 

City  of  Fall  River,  67  19 

City  of  Taunton,  122  35 

Borrowed  money,  2500  00 

Two  peddler's  licenses/  12  00 

State  Treasurer,  for  State  Paupers,         3  00 
"  66       Corporation  tax,      31  00 

Nat'l  Bank  tax,  703  10 
State  aid,  300  00 

State  Treasurer,  for  Aid  to  Soldiers, 

and  Sailors,  284  92 

State  Treasurer  income  from  State 

School  Fund,  227  33 

of  County  Treasurer,  Dog  Fund,  209  86 

of  Alvarius  Caswell,  for  standiug  grass,  1  00 
of  J.  L.  Wrigley,  for  use  of  Town  Hall,  9  00 
income  from  Town  Farm,  384  49 

ofWm.  A.  Lane,  Collector  for  1878,      103  72 
6 6  interest  on  taxes,      6  00 

of  S.  A.  Draper,  Collector  for  1879,      6882  95 
"  interest  on  taxes,      6  59 


$12,292  55 

CONTRA. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,  $11,283  04 
State  tax,  245  00 

Discount  of  taxes,  .  431  50 

Abatement  on  taxes,  1878,  9  00 

1879,  34  88 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  17,  1880,  289  13 

$12,292  55 
AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT, 

TOWN  OP  NORTON  IN"  ACCOUNT  WITH  SUNDRY 
PERSONS. 

DR. 

Amount  due  Schools,  $939  38 

44        Samuel  Hodges,  note,  655  33 

44        Celia  Wetherell,  note,  450  00 

44        Dency  Lincoln,  note,  500  00 

44        L.  W.  Manning,  note,  521  80 

$3066  51 

OR. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,               $289  13 
44        uncollected  taxes  in  hands  of  S.  A. 

Draper,                                       228  82 

Amount  due  from  City  of  Taunton,                     239  82 

"     Fall  Hirer,                   67  50 

Town  of  Easton,                      64  85 

44     Rehoboth,                 127  19 

44     Mansfield,                   91  00 

State,                                 256  00 

44     for  military  aid,             12  00 

$1376  31 

Net  Town  debt  or  balance  against  Town,  March 

17,  1880,  $1690  20 

Net  Town  debt  or  balance  against  Town,  March 

17,  1879,  1511  27 

Increase  of  indebtedness,  $178  93 

The  Auditing  Committee  having  examined  the  books 
of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept, 
and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

ARTHUR  M.  ROUND, 
SIMEON  L.  LANE, 

Auditing  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THB 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THB 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOR  THB 

EAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1880. 


REPORT 


Your  Committee  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  very 
little  oY  the  actual  work  of  the  schools  can  be  shown 
in  the  short  space  given  for  a  report.  But  we  can 
point  out  some  of  the  obstacles  that  have  arisen  to 
prevent  the  best  results;  and  will  suggest  some  of  the 
means  by  which,  it  seems  to  us,  the  town  can  help  to 
overcome  them  in  the  future.  There  is,  of  necessity, 
expenses  attending  the  running  of  the  schools.  Ex- 
perience teaches  that  wisdom  and  knowledge,  as  well 
as  virtue,  generally  diffused  among  the  body  of  the 
people,  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  their 
rights  and  liberties  ;  and  as  our  common  schools  are 
the  great  highway  to  this  end,  we  should  not  only 
give  them  our  hearty  support,  but  willingly  contribute 
to  their  improvement. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  money  expended  on 
our  schools,  makes  better  returns,  in  the  long  run, 
than  that  expended  in  any  other  way.  They  are  the 
exterminators  of  ignorance  and  vice, — the  foundation 
of  well-organized  society  and  liberty — theyare  even  the 
"gate  beautiful"  to  the  temple  of  virtue  and  religion. 
Entirely  abandon  them  for  one  short  decade,  and  our 
prisons  would  swarm  with  criminals  ;  instead  of  being 
taxed  for  the  promotion  of  good,  it  would  be  for  the 
punishment  of  evil. 

The  town  has  been  liberal  in  its  appropriations  for 
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the  erection,  and  keeping  in  repair  of  its  school- 
houses.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  school- 
houses  and  their  surroundings,  compare  favorably 
with  others  of  the  state.  The  annual  appropriation 
for  the  running  of  the  schools  has  sufficed  to  keep 
them,  in  most  instances,  under  the  control  of  good 
teachers. 

We  presume  the  town  does  not  expect  to  continue 
the  usefulness  of  its  schools,  any  more  than  of  its  high- 
ways, without  meeting  their  constantly  recurring  and 
increasing  wants. 

In  previous  reports  of  your  Committee,  irregulari- 
ty in  attendance  among  the  scholars,  is  an  evil  of 
which  complaint  has  frequently  been  made.  The  pa- 
rents require  of  the  teachers  faithful  attention  to  the 
work,  and  look  for  good  results;  if  these  are  not  forth- 
coming, it  is  quickly  known  and  the  spirit  of  criticism 
is  moved.  It  is  right  and  we  are  glad  that  the  parents 
demand  good  work;  in  their  hearty  co-operation  with 
Committee  and  teachers  lies  the  hope  of  improve- 
ment. 

During  the  year,  truant  by-laws  have  been  adopted 
by  the  town.  Their  aim  is  to  secure  better  attendance. 
We  hope  the  attractiveness  of  the  school  may  be  so 
increased  that  children  will  prefer  being  there  to  wan- 
dering in  the  streets,  and  so  prevent  the  necessity  and 
expense  of  enforcing  the  law. 

Let  parents  who  would  secure  to  their  children  the 
greatest  good  that  the  school  can  give,  remember  this 
fact,  that  those  schools  which  have  made  least  fre- 
quent changes  in  teachers,  and  which  show  the  high- 
est per  cent  of  attendance,  through  successive  terms, 
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are  the  most  advanced  in  their  work;  they  have  done 
more  and  performed  it  better. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

Nos.  1,  2,  5  and  8  have  pursued  the  even  tenor  of 
their  way  throughout  the  year,  nothing  having  oc- 
curred to  interrupt  the  steady  progress  of  the  work. 

The  order  preserved  in  these  schools  and  the  at- 
tainment shown  at  the  closing  examinations  met  the 
hearty  approval,  and  came  fully  up  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  your  Committee.  So  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  get  the  minds  of  the  parents,  in  these  parts  of 
the  town,  they  express  satisfaction. 

In  No.  3,  during  the  first  two  terms,  the  order  of 
the  school  was  hardly  what  we  thought  it  ought  to 
be,  and  as  there  were  some  large  boys,  it  was  thought 
best  to  employ  a  gentleman  for  the  winter  term. 

The  school-house  in  this  district  has  been  shame- 
fully and  outrageously  cut  and  defaced.  We  would 
impress  upon  each  teacher  the  importance  of  close 
watchfulness  to  prevent  the  injury  of  public  property. 
Awaken  in  the  scholars  a  pride  in  neatness  in  and 
around  the  school-house. 

On  visiting  No.  3,  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the 
Winter  term,  your  Committee  found  a  decided  change 
in  the  appearance  of  the  school ;  and  every  time 
thereafter  that  we  visited  it,  the  school  was  in  order 
and  giving  attention  to  its  work. 

School  No.  4  is  composed  of  children,  who,  from 
their  age  and  attainments  require  unlimited  patience 
and  tact  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 
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The  school  was  fortunate  in  securing  the  services 
of  such  a  person  during  the  first  term  of  the  year. 

During  this  term  the  whole  number  of  scholars  was 
forty-nine.  After  this  term  the  number  gradually  di- 
minished till  the  last  month  of  the  year  shows  only 
twenty-live  scholars  in  attendance. 

This  school,  one  of  the  most  difficult  in  town,  could 
hardly  expect  to  produce  so  good  work  under  an  in- 
experienced teacher,  as  many  looked  for.  It  seems 
to  us  that  nothing  is  ever  gained  by  finding  fault  with 
the  teacher  as  soon  as  a  difficulty  arises. 

We  wish  the  parents  would  feel  more  liberty  in 
speaking  with  the  teachers  and  visiting  the  schools ; 
by  so  doing  there  would  be  more  unity  and  harmony 
in  the  work. 

In  No.  6,  at  the  end  of  the  second  term,  as  the  or- 
der and  work  of  the  school  were  not  what  your  Com- 
mittee thought  they  ought  to  be,  another  teacher  was 
engaged.  The  first  week  of  this  third  term,  when  the 
Committee  visited  the  school,  the  order  which  pre- 
vailed, and  the  tact  and  perseverance  of  the  teacher, 
indicated  the  beginning  of  good  work.  But  before  the 
time  for  another  visit  from  your  Committee  the  teach- 
er had  received  a  call  to  abetter  position.  Shortly  pre- 
vious to  the  teacher  being  called  away,  some  of  the 
parents  visited  the  school  and  were  highly  pleased 
with  the  marked  improvement  in  the  order  and  indus- 
try of  the  school. 

The  teacher  employed  to  fill  the  vacancy  failed  in 
the  government  of  the  school.  That  important 
branch,  required  by  statute,  but  sometimes  thought  too 
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little  of,  viz.,  good  behavior \  is  the  only  true  and  sure 
foundation  for  the  school  to  be  built  upon. 

WHAT  THE  SCHOOLS  NEED. 

During  the  past  year  the  teachers  have  repeatedly 
asked  your  Committee  for  wall-maps. 

We  find  maps  in  all  our  neighboring  schools,  where 
there  is  any  pretention  to  keep  with  the  times  in 
matters  of  education.  Prof.  Guyot,  in  his  "Words  to 
Teachers  and  Friends  of  Education,"  says : 

"The  first  and  most  important  instrument  in  the 
study  of  Geography,  is  a  series  of  physical  and  politi- 
cal wall-maps,  without  which,  the  best  books  would 
be  of  little  avail  and  true  geographical  teaching  sim- 
ply impossible." 

Many  years  ago  our  schools  were  furnished  with 
maps;  but  those  now  in  existence,  are  to  a  great  ex- 
tent untruthful,  on  account  of  the  numerous  changes 
in  the  political  geography  of  the  earth. 

In  three  of  the  schools,  viz.:  Nos.  5,  6  and  8,  there 
are  no  maps,  and  in  all,  new  maps  are  needed. 

In  1869,  Wilson's  readers  were  introduced  into  our 
schools  ;  five  years  later,  in  1874,  an  exchange  was 
•made  for  Monroe's  ;  and,  now,  at  the  end  of  six  more 
years,  there  is  need  of  a  change. 

Instead  of  a  complete  change  such  as  has  been 
made  in  previous  times,  your  Committee  would  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  three  or  four  sets  of  readers,  of 
different  authors,  to  be  owned  by  the  town  and  trans- 
fered  from  one  school  to  another,  thus  giving  the 
Bchook  new  and  fresh  reading  matter. 
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Such  an  addition  can  be  made  at  half  the  cost  of 
previous  changes,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  a 
much  greater  amount  of  reading  matter. 

Quackenbos'  Grammars  have  been  in  use  in  our 
schools  over  ten  years.  They  are  in  many  respects 
objectionable.  There  are  books  since  published, 
which  present  the  subject  of  grammar  in  a  far  more 
interesting  and  practical  manner. 

We  think  $175.00  will  cover  the  expense  of  these 
additions,  which  are  so  much  needed  for  the  useful- 
ness of  our  schools. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  there  is  too  much  expense. 
Horace  Mann,  once  said,  at  the  founding  of  a  refor- 
matory institution  for  boys  :  "This  great  outlay  of 
money  will  be  rewarded  if  it  causes  the  reformation 
of  one  boy ;"  He  was  afterward  asked  if  he  really 
meant  that — "Yes,  sir,"  said  he,  "if  it  was  my 
boy." 

•  These  additions,  which  we  suggest,  will  increase, 
in  value,  the  instructions  which  our  teachers  will  be 
able  to  give. 

REVIEW  OF  THE  YEAR'S  WORK. 

April  12,  1879,  your  Committee  met  and  organized 
as  follows : 

Chairman — Maynard  B.  Copeland. 
.  Secretary — Everett  R.  Leonard. 

Examining  Committee — Maynard  B.  Copeland,  Jo- 
seph F.  Sweet,  Charles  T.  Oldfield. 
■  Visiting  Committee— M.  B.  Copeland,  C.  T.  Old- 
field.  < 
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At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  have  thirty-three 
weeks  of  school  in  all  except  No.  7.  There  have  been 
no  scholars  requiring  a  school  in  that  district. 

September  6,  1879,  the  School  Committee  and  Se- 
lectmen met  in  convention  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
^y  the  death  of  Mr.  Augustus  Lane,  and  made  choice 
of  Eev.  L.  W.  Manning. 

In  accordance  with  the  statute  requiring  the  adop- 
tion of  truancy  by  laws  and  the  election  of  truant  offi- 
cers, it  was  voted  to  appoint  three  truant  officers. 
Dauphin  K.  Carpenter,  Wm.  A.  Lane  and  Maynard 
B.  Copeland  were  chosen. 

It  was  voted  that  the  compensation  of  truant  offi- 
cers should  be  twenty-five  cents  per  hour  of  actual 
service. 

REPAIRS. 

The  school-house  in  No.  5  has  been  newly  shingled 
this  year,  and  the  interior  of  the  house  in  No.  6 
has  received  a  coat  of  whitewash,  giving  it  a  much 
neater  appearance. 

The  Centre  school-house  has  received  some  slight 
patching,  which  seemed  necessary  from  time  to  time  to 
keep  it  habitable. 

It  hardly  seems  a  good  investment  to  make  any 
very  great  outlay  on  this  house.  The  school  needs 
moie  comfortable  quarters 

The  term  was  brought  to  a  premature  end  this 
Winter  on  account  of  colds  and  attendant  ills.  We 
do  not  know  as  these  colds  were  brought  on  by  ex- 
posure while  in  the  school-room,  but  we  do  know  that 
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there  was  no  serious  break  in  the  schools  having  com- 
fortable houses.  Proper  protection  from  the  search- 
ing blasts  of  winter  prove  cheaper  in  the  end  than  doc- 
tor's bills. 

TEACHERS. 

'•m  '  • 

No.  L — Mr.  Arthur  M.  Eound,  of  Norton,  teacher 
of  former  terms.  Fall  and  Winter  terms,  Miss  M. 
Jennie  Bump,  of  Lakeville,  a  graduate  of  Bridge- 
water  Normal  School ;  has  had  several  years'  experi- 
ence. 

No.  2. — Miss  Anna  W.  King,  of  Taunton  ;  gradu- 
ate of  Taunton  High  School.  Taught  in  Rehoboth 
before  coming  here. 

No.  3. — Two  terms,  Miss  Delia  J.  Crane,  of  Nor- 
ton. Studied  at  Wheaton  Female  Seminary.  Winter 
term;  Mr.  Josiah  C.  Mead,  of  Norton;  taught  in  this 
school  the  Winter  term  of  1860-61. 

No.  4. — First  term,  Miss  Nancy  E.  Morse,  of 
Woonsocket,  R.  L;  teacher  of  long  experience.  Two 
terms,  Miss  Belle  B.  Cobb,  of  Dighton,  a  graduate  of 
Bridgewater  Normal  School ;  had  never  taught  be- 
fore. 

No.  5. — Mr.  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  of  Taunton,  has 
taught  this  school  successfully  for  seven  successive 
years. 

No.  6. — Two  terms,  Miss  Abby  L.  Bassett,  of 
Taunton.  Winter  term,  Miss  J.  G.  Tilton,  of  Hyde 
Park,  who  was  succeded,  after  five  weeks,  by  Miss 
Annie  Brown,  of  Taunton,  formerly  a  student  in 
Bridgewater  Normal  School. 
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No.  8. — Maynard  B.  Copeland,  of  Norton ;  a  gradu- 
ate of  Bridge  water  Normal  School. 

OTHER  WORK. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year  it  is  interesting 
to  have  our  attention  called  to  some  work  that  has 
been  done  outside  the  regular  routine  of  daily  lessons. 
In  some  of  the  schools  there  have  been  exercises  in 
singing,  and  in  nearly  all,  exercises  in  speaking. 
The  blending  of  voices  seems  to  produce  harmony  of 
feeling,  securing  a  cheerful  spirit,  which  should  al- 
ways pervade  the  school-room. 

In  a  free  and  enlightened  government,  the  power 
possessed  by  the  person  who  can  stand  before  and 
command  the  attention  of  men,  and  influence  their 
minds,  is  by  no  means  to  be  under-rated.  There  is  no 
better  place  for  the  acquirement  of  it  to  be  begun  than 
in  the  school.  We  hope  the  teachers  will  insert  such 
general  exercises  to  a  practical  extent  in  their  schools. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Dickerman,  of  Taunton,  proposed  to 
have  the  schools  meet  and  join  in  a  spelling-match ; 
the  best  speller  to  have  a  prize,  which  he  would  offer ; 
but  finding  the  Town  Hall  hardly  a  suitable  place  for 
the  meeting,  he  abandoned  the  project  and  offered  a 
prize  to  the  best  speller  in  No.  5.  The  contest  took 
place  at  the  closing  examination,  when  Geo.  E.  Smith 
became  the  winner. 

Extra  efforts  were  made  in  several  of  the  schools  for 
marked  improvement  in  writing.  In  No.  5,  W.  C. 
Smith,  and  in  No.  8,  C.  B.  Dean,  as  nearly  as  we  could 
judge,  made  tjae  most  improvement. 
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In  No,  6  trial  was  made  to  see  who  should  declaim 
the  best.    Jerry  O'Brien  was  the  successful  scholar. 

We  hope  the  scholars  in  all  the  schools  will  put 
forth  efforts  for  improvement.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
encourage  them  by  allowing  their  names  to  appear  in 
the  school  report.  But  the  greatest  reward  that  can 
come  is  the  ability  to  perform  well  the  object  aimed  at. 

KESULTS  OF  THE  YEAR'S  WORK. 

In  summing  up  the  work  of  the  year  we  find  en- 
couragement in  the  comparison  between  this  and  the 
previous  year,  The  number  of  scholars  in  attendance 
at  school  this  year  is  thirteen  per  cent  greater  than 
last  year.  The  number  perfect  in  attendance  is  47.5 
per  cent  greater  than  last  year. 

The  per  cent  of  average  attendance  for  the  year,  in 
each  school,  is  as  follows  : 


No.  1, 

77. 

'  No.  5, 

89.8 

No.  2, 

69. 

No.  6, 

89.39 

No.  3, 

81.5 

No.  8, 

87.6 

No.  4, 

75.6 

Although  the  work  of  the  year  compares  favorably 
with  that  of  past  years,  yet  to  accomplish  the  most 
possible,  there  is  need  of  more  concentrated  and  effec- 
tive efforts.  The  schools  cannot  go  alone.  Neither 
will  the  money  invested  yield  the  returns  which 
might  be  looked  for,  were  they  under  proper  super- 
vision. Your  committee  feel  that  they  have  per- 
formed all  and  more  than  the  simple  requirements  of 
the  law  ;  but  our  time  has  been  so  occupied  with  oth- 
er work,  which  we  could  not  neglect,  that  we  were 
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unable  to  give  more  time  and  thought,  which  is  so 
much  needed  by  the  whole  body  of  schools. 

It  was  the  judgment  of  a  late  meeting  of  the  Bris- 
tol County  Association  of  School  Committees  and  Su- 
perintendents, expressed  in  a  resolution, "  That  all  the 
schools  in  the  State,  in  both  cities  and  towns,  should 
be  placed  under  special  and  competent  superintend- 
ents." 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

PERFECT  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

District  No.  1. 

Three  Terms. 
None. 

Two  Terms. 
Edith  M.  Boynton. 

One  Term. 


Willie  E.  Thurston. 

District  No.  2. 
Three  Terms. 
None. 

Two  Terms. 


Nellie  Clapp, 
Mary  Doran, 
Dora  A.  Steadman, 


John  Oldfield, 
George  Boynton, 
Alfred  W.  Wild, 


Bessie  Cole, 


Joseph  Bradley, 


George  B.  Shaw. 
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Nellie  Fen  tori, 
Mary  L.  Shaw, 
Frank  Bradley, 
Charles  H.  Horr, 


One  Term. 


John  A.  Polsey, 
John  L.  Shaw, 
Willie  E.  Thurston, 
Thomas  Bradley, 


Thomas  E.  Skinner. 


District  No.  3. 

Three  Terms. 
None. 

Two  Terms. 

Hattie  M.  Willis,  Hattie  M.  Woodward, 

Charles  P.  Sprague. 

One  Term. 

Helen  M.  Austin,  James  L.  Coyle, 

Emma  Brady,  Edwin  A.  Lincoln, 

Joseph  Coyle,  James  H.  Smith, 

Fred.  C.  Woodward. 

District  No.  4. 

Three  Terms. 
None. 

Two  Terms. 

Flora  Fletcher,  Lucy  Fletcher, 

Walter  H.  Lane. 

One  Term. 

Etta  M.  Lane,  Annie  Heddy, 

Kosa  O'Brien,  Agnes  T.  O'Brien, 

Kosa  Heddy,  Everett  E.  Fletcher. 

Florence  Richmond,  George  W.  Hodges, 

Theresa  Coyle,  Willie  Smith, 

Herbert  H.  Wilber. 
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District  No.  5. 

Three  Terms. 

Florence  G.  Sweet,  Walter  C.  S.  Wood, 

Horace  F.  Sweet. 
Two  Terms. 

Lilliaii  G.  Bruce,  Fannie  J.  Wood, 

Willie  E.  Titus,  Harry  S.  Wood, 

Lizzie  A.  Smith,  S.  Abbott  Smith, 

Charles  H.  Tebbetts,  George  E.  Smith. 

One  Term. 

Bennie  F.  Bruce,  Rosa  Bulley, 

Joseph  Bulley,  Oren  H.  Goff, 

Willie  D.  Harding:. 


District  No.  6. 

Three  Terms. 
None. 
Two  Terms. 

None. 
One  Term. 

Jennie  Lothrop,  Florence  Keith, 

Albert  Mills,  Willie  Leonard, 

Johnnie  O'Brien,  Timmie  O'Brien, 

Jerry  O'Brien,  Liliie  Holmes. 

District  No.  8. 

Three  Terms. 

Lena  M.  Lincoln,  Mary  D.  Leonard. 

Two  Terms. 

Ada  E.  Dean,  Emma  W.  Leonard, 

Josephene  Leonard,  Lyra  F.  Leonard, 

Dency  M.  Washburn,  Channing  Brettun, 

Daniel  W.  Washburn. 

One  Term. 

Hattie  M.  Brettun,  Annie  C.  Scott, 

John  F.  Lincoln,  Frank  L.  Lincoln, 

Russell  W.  Dean,  Merton  C.  Leonard. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


School  Terms. 

Number  of  Days 
School  kept. 

Whole  number  of 
Scholars. 

Average  Attend- 
ance 

Number  between 
8  and  14. 

Over  15. 

Under  5. 

Teachers'  Wages 
per  Month. 

Amount  Received 
by  Teachers. 

For  wood  and  care 
of  School-houses. 

Summer, 

50 

45 

34.41 

30 

1 

0 

$36.00 

$90.00 

60 

45 

OC  AA 

OZ 

A 

0 

A 

0 

Qd  Art 

"1  AO  AA 

lOo.OO 

| 

•  $19.75 

Winter, 

55 

44 

31.79 

27 

2 

0 

36.00 

99.00 

Summer, 

50 

31 

23.33 

19 

0 

0 

28.00 

70.00 

2! 

Fall, 

55 

37 

23.33 

21 

0 

1 

32.00 

88.00 

; 

26.00 

Winter, 

60 

25 

17.33 

12 

6 

0 

34.00 

102.00 

Summer, 

50 

35 

28.16 

20 

3 

1 

32.00 

80.00 

8< 

Fall, 

55 

31 

25.42 

24 

2 

0 

36.00 

90.00 

-  26.21 

Winter, 

60 

32 

26.29 

27 

1 

0 

36.00 

108.00 

'  Summer, 

50 

49 

39.00 

30 

2 

3 

36.00 

90.00 

4- 

Fall, 

60 

46 

35.83 

25 

1 

2 

36.00 

108.00 

-  35.87 

Winter, 

55 

31 

20.50 

20 

1 

0 

36.00 

99.00 

'  Summer, 

50 

24 

21.40 

17 

1 

0 

32.00 

80.00 

5: 

Fall, 

50 

27 

24.74 

16 

4 

0 

32.00 

80.00 

; 

24.50 

Winter, 

65 

23 

20.32 

19 

2 

0 

36.00 

117.00 

Summer, 

50 

24 

22.66 

11 

0 

0 

32  00 

80.00 

6- 

1  Fall, 

55 

25 

21.21 

11 

0 

\ 

33.00 

90.75 

-  27.00 

Winter, 

60 

22 

19.60 

17 

1 

0 

34.00 

102.00 

'  Summer, 

45 

31 

28.60 

24 

1 

0 

36.00 

81.00 

8- 

Fall, 

60 

30 

25.77 

24 

2 

0 

36.00 

108.00 

■  19.00 

[  Winter, 

60 

30 

25.35 

24 

2 

0 

36.00 

108.00 

Totals, . . . 

1155 

687 

32 

8 

$721.00 

$19&7.75 

$178.23 

For  the  Committee, 

MAYNARD  B.  COPELAND, 
CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 

Visiting  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


17 


BY-LAWS  RELATING  TO  TRUANTS, 

Adopted  by  the  Legal  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Norton , 
May  28,  1879. 

Section  1. — The  town  hereby  assigns,  as  the  place  of 
confinement,  discipline  and  instruction  of  any  person  con- 
victed undef  these  by-laws  as  an  habitual  truant,  the 
State  Primary  School  at  Monson,  until  such  time  as  the 
County  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Bristol  shall 
establish  a  convenient  place  in  said  County  of  Bristol, 
after  which  any  person  so  convicted  shall  be  confined  in 
the  place  established  by  said  County  Commissioners. 

Sect.  2. — Instead  of  such  confinement,  any  person  so 
convicted  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars,  or  in  the  alternative,  so  confined — to  be  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court  before  whom  such  person  may  have 
been  brought. 

Sect.  3. — Any  child  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  six- 
teen years,  residing  in  the  town,  who  shall  be  found 
wandering  about  in  the  streets  or  public  places  of  the 
town,  or  having  no  lawful  occupation  or  business,  not  at- 
tending school,  and  growing  up  in  ignorance,  shall,  upon 
conviction  thereof,  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as 
provided  in  the  preceding  section  for  habitual  truants. 

Sect.  4. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  truant  officers  to 
inquire  into  all  violations  of  these  by-laws  relating  to 
truancy  that  are  reported  to  them  by  a  teacher  or  member 
of  the  School  Committee,  and  to  do  all  acts  required  of 
them  herein  ;  and  they  alone  are  authorized  to  make  com- 
plaints for  violations  thereof,  and  carry  into  execution  the 
judgment  thereon. 
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Sect.  5. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  teacher  of  any 
school  in  the  town,  who  knows  ot  any  case  of  habitual 
truancy  in  his  or  her  school,  to  give  immediate  informa- 
tion thereof  to  one  of  the  truant  officers  of  the  town. 

Sect.  6. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  truant  officer, 
prior  to  making  complaint  before  any  Court,  to  notify  the 
truant,  his  parents  or  guardian,  of  the  penalty  for  the  of- 
fence. And  if  the  officer  can  obtain  satisfactory  pledges 
of  reformation,  which  pledges  shall  subsequently  be  kept, 
he  shall  forbear  to  prosecute. 

Sect.  7. — Any  truant  officer  who  knowingly  neglects 
the  duties  of  said  office  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  dollars. 

Sect.  8. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  truant  officers  to 
keep  a  full  record  of  their  acts  and  doings,  and  to  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  School  Committee. 

A  true  copy.    Attest : 

AUSTIN  MESSINGEE, 

Town  Clerk. 


Bristol  ss. 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 
June  Term,  A.  D.,  1879. 

July  14,  1879. 

Approved. 

Lincoln  F.  Brigham, 

Chief  Justice  Superior  Court. 

A  true  copy.    Attest : 

Simeon  Borden,  Cleric. 
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TREASURE  R, 

AND 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

FOK  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  9, 1881, 


MANSFIELD: 

T.  S.  PRATT,  STEAM  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 
1881. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
AUSTIN  MESSINGER. 


Selectmen,  Assessors  and  Overseers  of  Poor, 
GEORGE  R.  PERRY,  ALFRED  BARKER, 

WM.  E.  PAYSON. 

Collector, 
J.  STEPHEN  WOOD. 


School  Committee, 
C.  T.  OLDFIELD,     O.  E.  WALKER,    J.  H.  COSGROVE, 
GEO.  H.  ARNOLD,  JOS.  D.  SWEET,  F.  D.  HUNT, 
H.  G.  DANFORTH,  W.  E.  PAYSON,    M.  B.  COPELAND. 


Highway  Surveyors, 
B.  H.  RICHMOND,  H.  S.  FREEMAN,  2d, 

JOSIAH  WOODWARD,  GEO.  A.  LANE, 

J.  STEPHEN  WOOD,  MOSES  LINCOLN, 

FRANK  D.  HUNT,  JOHN  H.  LINCOLN. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


DR. 

To  Cash  in  Treasury,  March  9,  1881,  $289  13 

Received  borrowed  money,  2,700  00 

Peddler's  license,  6  00 

Received  of  County  Treasurer,  Dog  Fund,  201  72 

44      State  Treasurer  Corporation  tax,  26  76 

44        44          "          Nat'l  Bank  tax,  712  59 

State  aid,  227  00 
44         "          t  ;       relief  to  Sailors 

and  Soldiers,  88  08 
44        44          "      Income  from  State 

School  Fund,  227  33 
44       J.  A.  Wood,  Collector  of  taxes, 

1880,  8,859  33 
S.  A.  Draper,       44           44  1879,   228  82 

4  4               4  4  interest  on  taxes,  8  45 

44       income  from  Town  Farm,  342  85 

44       for  use  Town  Hall  (net),  14  50 


$13,932  56 

CR. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  Selectmen,  $12,460  09 

State  tax,  735  00 

Abatement  of  taxes,  for  1879,  62  78 

for  1880,  90  83 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  9,  1881,  583  86 


$13,932  56 
AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Treasurer. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


EXPENSE  OF  SCHOOLS. 


District  No.  z. 

Paid  M.  Jennie  Bump,  11  weeks,  spring  term,  $99  00 

12      "    .  fall  term,  108  00 

lOf    "      winter  term,  95  40 

G.  W.  Carpenter,  care  school-house,  7  30 

W.  E.  Thurston,       "           <<  2  00 

L.  B.  Dean,  for  wood,  15  00 

C.  T.  Oldlield,  for  wood,  2  50 


$329  20 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  Annie  W.  King,  11  weeks,  spring  term,  $93  50 

"              <<           "        fall  term,  93  50 

"              "13  weeks,  winter  term,  117  00 

Jno.  E.  Polsey,  care  of  school-house,  6  50 

O.  E.  Walker,  for  wood,  17  00 


$327  50 

District  No.  3. 

Paid  J.  C.  Mead,  11  weeks,  spring  term, 

Lizzie  B.  Witherell,  11  weeks,  fall  term, 

"  "13  weeks,  winter  term, 

Josiah  Woodward,  for  wood, 


$99  00 
88  00 

110  50 
18  50 


$316  00 
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District  No.  4. 

Paid  Belle  B.  Cobb,  11  weeks,  spring  term,  $99  00 

12  weeks,  fall  term,  108  00 

44           44      12  weeks,  winter  term,  108  00 

Walter  H.  Lane,  care  of  school-house ?  4  00 

Herbert  Wilber,  care  of  school-house,  6  00 

George  H.  Arnold,  for  wood,  26  95 


$351  95 

District  No.  5. 

Paid  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  11  weeks,  spring  term,  $88  00 

4  4              4  4      1  1  weeks,  fall  term,  93  50 

4  4              4  4      13  weeks,  winter  term,  117  00 
Abbott  Smith  and  Horace  Sweet,  care  of 

school-house,  7  50 

Joseph  D.  Sweet,  for  wood,  19  50 

I.  H.  Sweet,  for  wood,  3  25 


$328  75 

District  No.  6. 

Paid  Ellen  E.  Leonard,  11  weeks,  spring  term,  $93  50 

4  4              4  4       12  weeks,  Ml  term,  102  00 

44              4  4       12  weeks,  winter  term,  102  00 

James  Wilber,  care  of  school-house,  7  00 

E.  C.  White,  for  wood,  12  50 

fi.  G.  Danforth,  for  wood,  4  25 

Moses  Lincoln,  for  wood,  1  25 


$322  50 
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District  No.  8. 


Paid  M.  B.  Copeland,  11  weeks,  spring  term,  $99  00 

11  weeks,  fall  term,  99  00 

4  4            4  4       13  weeks,  winter  term,  117  00 

C.  Britton,  care  of  school-house,  2  10  % 

M.  B.  Copeland,  care  of  school-house,  5  85 

4  4           4  4       for  wood,  10  75 

Silas  Lincoln,  for  wood,  16  00 

C.  Britton,  for  sawing  wood,  2  00 


$351  70 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Appropriation,  $2,500 

DISTRICT  NO.  1.  BEN  J.  H.  RICHMOND,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  Appropriation,  $295  78 


I  R.  P.  Hodges,  labor, 

$27 

20 

Alfred  Barker,  44 

22 

24 

L.  B.  Willis, 

10 

89 

O.  S.  Titus, 

20 

25 

Edwin  Freeman,  44 

3 

30 

Walter  Clapp,  44 

3 

00 

William  Capen,  labor  and  gravel, 

9 

84 

Eben  B.  Willis,  labor, 

8 

10 

George  White,  44 

75 

Henry  Hunt,  44 

4 

36 

B.  H.  Richmond,  labor,  material, 

58 

45 

Chas.  H.  Smith,  labor. 

18 

91 

Frank  Clapp,  44 

19 

90 

Lewis  B.  Dean,  44 

15 

25 

C.  Dunn,  44 

7 

20 

7 


John  Lary,  labor, 

$10  20 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  " 

8  25 

Mr.  Gale,                 4  < 

5  66 

Joseph  Adams,  " 

1  65 

W.  E.  Pay  son,  gravel, 

27  00 

C.  O'Brien, 

2  90 

_  $285  30 

Balance  unexpended,  $10  48 


DISTRICT  NO.  2.  HENRY  S.  FREEMAN,  2d,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $413  81 


IWm.  H.  Codding, 

labor, 

$50  20 

Matthew  Waterman, 

18  65 

George  Maker, 

24  34 

Henry  Galligan, 

6  i 

15  00 

Frank  Steadman, 

i  i 

3  00 

Geo.  B.  Shaw, 

i  6 

4  45 

Wm.  H.  Alden, 

i  i 

4  00 

Wm.  Wetherell, 

t  « 

3  00 

Willie  Keene, 

(  i 

75 

David  Makepeace, 

i  i 

75 

A.  C.  King, 

i  i 

6  00 

George  Sweet, 

i  i 

3  00 

Henry  Horr, 

t  6 

25 

Hiram  Freeman,  labor,  plank, gravel,  52  16 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 

2d,  gravel, 

11  00 

a  a 

sleepers 

and 

a  a 

stone, 

5  50 

a  a 

gravel  screen,  4  50 

((  a 

labor, 

204  26 

William  Dunn,  sharpening  and 

repairing  tools,  3  00 

 ■  $413  81 
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DISTRICT  KO.  3.    JOSIAH  WOODWARD,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $298  88 


Paid  Chas.  H.  Smith,  labor, 

$6 

95 

Patrick  Cosgrove,    ' 6 

3 

12 

John  McCormick,  " 

12 

60 

James  McCabe,  " 

5 

93 

James  Smith,  " 

2 

70 

Lyman  B.  Williams, 44 

7 

05 

Herbert  Woodward," 

8 

24 

Joseph  Brady,  44 

3 

45 

G.  H.  Woodward,  44 

14 

70 

Adam  Jackson,  44 

9 

26 

Henry  Smith,  44 

3 

00 

Owen  Gaff ney,  44 

1 

25 

Lewis  Willis,  44 

12 

15 

Hiram  Danforth,  44 

75 

Daniel  Galligan,  44 

8 

37 

Seneca  Lincoln,  44 

y 

o  r 
OO 

Josiah  Woodard  &  Son,  labor, 

128 

92 

Josiah  Woodard,  spikes,  posts, 

gravel,  etc., 

18 

47 

Geo.  B.  Crane,  labor  and  gravel, 

28 

27 

R.  Henry  Hall,  gravel, 

3 

80 

Louisa  Eddy,  44 

3 

56 

Patrick  Cosgrove, 44 

3 

95 

Daniel  Galligan,  44 

3 

04 

$298  88 
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DISTRICT  No.  4.    GEORGE  A.  LANE,  SURVEYOR. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,    .  $347  12 

Paid  George  A.  Lane,  plank  and  labor,  $127  35 


George  Arnold, 

labor, 

57 

40 

William  A.  Lane, 

6  6 

52 

45 

D wight  F.  Lane, 

i  i 

9 

00 

Charles  J.  Crossman,  " 

3 

00 

Otis  B.  Crossman, 

i  i 

3 

00 

Allen  D.  Lane, 

i  6 

6 

70 

S.  L.  Lane, 

i  t 

10 

50 

Elmer  Lane, 

6  ( 

3 

00 

George  Richmond, 

i  i 

3 

00 

Edgar  Freeman, 

tt 

2 

25 

M.  B.  Allen, 

a 

8 

25 

H.  Giiroy, 

t  6 

75 

Erastus  Dean, 

i  i 

10 

50 

Alvin  Lee, 

it 

75 

P.  Cosgrove, 

i  i 

3 

00 

T.  B.  Thayer, 

i  6 

7 

50 

S.  Fletcher, 

i  i 

6 

75 

R.  Martin, 

(« 

7 

00 

J.  Skinner, 

4  ( 

1 

20 

George  Arnold, 

gravel, 

11 

25 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lane,  " 

9 

25 

John  Boylen, 

labor, 

3 

00 

George  A.  Lane, 

6  i 

12 

20 

$359  05 


Exceeded  appropriation, 


$11  93 
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DISTRICT  No.  5.    J.  STEPHEN  WOOD,  SURVEYOR. 
Amount  of  appropriation,  $291  65 


Paid  J.  D.  Hardon,  labor  and  gravel, 

$18 

44 

J.  0.  Sweet,  44 

28 

45 

W.  W.  Smith,   labor  and  gravel, 

34 

01 

D.  S.  Cobb, 

12 

64 

J.  N.  Tibbetts, 

18 

07 

J.  S.  Wood, 

86 

21 

Charles  Rogers,  44 

7 

35 

0.  B.  Sweet, 

9 

49 

J.  S.  Thompson,  44 

9 

20 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,  44 

4 

50 

T.  C.  Carver, 

27 

28 

Moses  Hunt,  44 

15 

63 

J.  C.  Carver,  gravel, 

4 

17 

Mrs.  Lincoln,  " 

60 

Wm.  T.  Carpenter,  labor, 

o 
O 

00 

S.  L.  B.  Smith, 

4 

44 

Charles  Forbes,  44 

1 

50 

Walter  E.  Foster,     4 4 

4 

67 

B.  F.  Woodward,  plank, 

2 

00 

$291  65 


DISTRICT  No.  6.    MOSES  LINCOLN,  SURVEYOR. 

Amount  of  appropriation,  $251  87 

Paid  Moses  Lincoln,  labor  and  material,  $73  91 

Earl  C.  White,  44      44  50  59 

Everett  R.  Leonard,      44      44  51  88 

Barney  F.  Woodward,  44      '4  16  96 

Timothy  J.  Lincoln,  stone  work,  33  60 
George  T.  Crane,  iron  work,  7  98 
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George  L.  Titus,       labor,  $8  25 

Melzar  E.  Burt,  "  4  35 

Daniel  Smith,  "  1  35 

Henry  G.  Leonard,       < '  3  00 

  $251  87 


DISTRICT  NO.  7.    FRANK  D.  HUNT,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $288  93 


I  B.  F.  Woodward,  labor, 

$81 

00 

F.  D.  Hunt, 

72 

53 

Timothy  Lincoln, 

i  6 

30 

40 

Elbridge  T.  Keith, 

i  t 

21 

13 

Sidney  Pratt, 

i  i 

20 

25 

Geo.  T.  Crane, 

i  i 

7 

98 

Homer  Blandin, 

i  i 

7 

62 

J.  H.  Blandin, 

(  6 

7 

39 

Martin  L.  Keith, 

i  i 

6 

00 

G.  C.  Crane, 

i  6 

5 

85 

Emery  Willis, 

6  6 

5 

85 

S.  A.  Draper, 

i  i 

4 

50 

G.  F.  Butts, 

i  i 

4 

50 

B.  Williams, 

i  ( 

1 

50 

Emmons  Lincoln, 

4  4 

1 

35 

E.  R.  Leonard, 

(  k 

8 

48 

Earl  C.  White, 

i  6 

2 

60 

$288  93 
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DISTRICT  NO.  8.    JOHN  H.  LINCOLN,  SURVEYOR. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $311  96 


Paid  W.  E.  Washburn,  labor, 

$8 

70 

»      W.  D.  Washburn, 

9 

08 

J.  H.  Washburn, 

8 

33 

A.  D.  Washburn, 

8 

03 

D.  B.  Field, 

7 

58 

A.  Bolton 

<  < 

9 

00 

M.  0.  Lincoln, 

<  t 

20 

27 

E.  C.  Lincoln, 

i  < 

19 

57 

C.  L.  Lincoln, 

u 

2 

85 

E.  R.  Lincoln, 

1 1 

7 

43 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

i  t 

35 

13 

Silas  W.  Lincoln, 

44  gravel, 

30 

89 

F.  White, 

5 

93 

E.  Britton, 

2 

03 

L.  Copeland, 

2 

63 

J.  H.  Leonard, 

4 

95 

J.  W.  Godfrey, 

9 

50 

F.  H.  Lincoln, 

i  i 

1 

35 

A.  J.  Lathrop,  labor, 

3 

15 

W.  Clibborn, 

85 

W.  D.  Wetherell,  » 

9 

31 

J.  Copeland,  gravel, 

2 

71 

A.  H.  Leonard,  " 

6 

13 

S.  R.  Lincoln,  " 

7 

90 

H.  T.  Lincoln,  labor, 

5 

25 

S.  A.  Dean,  " 

2 

48 

0.  B.  Dean. 

7 

65 

E.  H.  Dean, 

2 

70 

E.  Lathrop,  " 

3 

82 

G.  H.  Leonard,  " 

10 

32 

S.  L.  Leonard,  " 

11 

86 

J.  H.  Lincoln.  " 

43 

58 

$310  96 


Balance  unexpended, 


$1  00 


A3 

ALMSHOUSE    INCOME    AND  HOUSEHOLD 
EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

To  stock  on  hand  last  year,  $393  00 
Paid  M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  grain,  dry  goods, 

etc.,  420  12 

B.  C.  Wetherell,  crackers,  29  91 
Theodore  Carver,  beef,  16  27 
O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  43  00 
J.  S.  Crowell,fish,  16*37 
Groceries  and  grain,  27  13 
Dry  goods,  18  65 
Sundry  bills,  8  24 
J.  H.  Blandin,  soap,  8  20 
Fertilizer,  8  40 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries,  grain,  etc.,  6  57 
George  T.  Crane,  horse  shoeing,  etc.,  11  09 
John  Westgate,  for  services,  200  00 
To  fuel  consumed,  and  wear  and  tear,  100  00 


$1,306  95 

CR. 

By  stock  on  hand  as  per  inventory,  $383  56 

Eeceipts  from  sales  as  per  account.  342  85 

Board  of  84  tramps,  16  80 

15  funerals,  22  50 

Support  of  7  paupers  for  year,  541  24 


$1,306  95 


The  expense  per  head  for  each  pauper  is  $77  32 
for  the  year. 
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ALMSHOUSE  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 
DR. 


To  Real  Estate  buildings,  household  furniture, 


utensils,  farm  implements,  as  per  inventory, 

A  1     O  A  CI 

$1,842 

75 

Paid  for  difference  on  wagons  (not  included  in 

above) , 

100 

00 

W.  E.  Payson,  for  lumber, 

5 

78 

Alfred  Barker,    44  44 

7 

00 

Moses  Lincoln    4  4       4  4  and  planing, 

9 

77 

rr>*         a  l        t  •          1  ill 

lirnothy  Lincoln,  pump  and  labor, 

9 

02 

t       House  utensils. 

15 

87 

George  White,  labor  on  buildings, 

38 

50 

F.  J.  W etherell,  repairs,  new  collar,  traces, 

etc.  17 

50 

G.  T.  Crane  and  C.  H.  Makepeace,  repairs 

7 

90 

To  shingles  for  buildings  taken  from  stock. 

,  24 

00 

$2,078 

uy 

CR. 

By  wear  and  tear  and  fuel  consumed, 

$100 

00 

Balance,  representing  value  town  investment, 

$1,978 

09 

$2,078 

RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Pigs, 

$71 

50 

Pork, 

40 

54 

Calves, 

27 

85 

Butter, 

84 

94 

Poultry, 

26 

36 

Baskets, 

3 

80 

Labor, 

4 

25 

Rye, 

30 

11 

44  straw, 

19 

60 

15 


Eggs, 

$14 

67 

Beans,  (green) 

5 

23 

Milk,  onions,  and  vegetables, 

14 

uu 

$342 

85 

INVENTORY  MARCH  3d  1881,  (INCOME  ACT). 

4-  TVinQ  "iRncrlwh  hav 

^    XUIJO    JLU I  Loll    U. <X^j  | 

$92 

00 

One-half  ton  Meadow  hay, 

6 

00 

44      4 4     T?,ve  straw 

10 

00 

10  and  one-half  bushels  rye, 

10 

50 

6  himhpls  p.nrn 

4 

50 

3       44  hpaim 

UVvtl  11  o  , 

5 

00 

2       * 4       Indian  meal. 

1 

25 

4  4  rvp 

1 

00 

300  lbs  shorts 

3 

75 

1  Viflvrftl  flmir 

X    Ual  I  vl    11U  III  5 

8 

50 

4  pigs, 

00 

30  bushel  potatoes, 

22 

50 

25     44    French  turnips. 

5: 

00 

40  lbs.  beef, 

3 

00 

600    44  pork, 

60 

00 

50    44  lard, 

6 

00 

1  barrel  apples, 

1 

00 

13  lbs.  butter, 

3 

25 

34  baskets, 

7 

50 

10  brooms, 

2 

50 

13  cords  sawed  and  split  wood, 

52 

00 

8  cords  green  wood, 

24 

00 

39  fowls, 

20 

00 

33  lbs.  crackers. 

2 

31 

$383  56 
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INVENTORY  EEAL  ESTATE,  FARM  BUILDINGS,  WAG- 
ON, STOCK,  ETC. 


House,  barn,  outbuildings,  and  land, 

$1200  00 

"      furniture,  beds,  bedding,  and  utensils,       150  00 

4  cows, 

150  00 

1  horse, 

100  00 

1  express  wagon,  and  cover  (new), 

100  00 

1  farm  wagon, 

30  00 

1  cart, 

9^  nn 
£iO  w) 

1  pung  and  grindstone, 

8  00 

1  cultivator  and  five  plows, 

10  00 

3  harnesses, 

30  00 

1  wheelbarrow, 

5  00 

3  draft  and  4  binding  chains, 

5  00 

1  hearse, 

50  00 

Sundry  tools, 

31  75 

16  M.  shingles, 

48  00 

$1,942  75 

INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE,  March  3,  1881. 

Allen  Hill, 

70  years  old. 

James  Walker, 

72 

Silence  Bates, 

65 

Lucinda  Smith, 

78 

Hannah  L.  Smith, 

55 

Barney  Leddy, 

68 

Lydia  Shepley 

70 

Whole  number  of  inmates  for  the  year,  7 

Present  number,  7. 

Average  number  for  the  year,  7. 
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POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 
Paid  M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc.,  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,   $4  55 


44                 44  Geo.  Kennedy,  47  00 

44  W.  D.  Washburn,  43  00 

44  Perez  Foster,  42  00 

"  H.  G.  Leonard,  26  15 

«  M.  Wheeler,  19  00 

44  44  children, D.  K.  Leonard, 18  63 

"  J.  H.  Washburn,  10  25 

44  Ed.  Westgate,  8  00 

4 4                 "  James  Washburn,  5  00 

44  L.  Thayer,  3  00 

44  B.  Washburn,  5  00 

"  Mrs.  Brown,  78  00 

44                 44  Josiah  Harvey,  4  05 

44  Mrs.  Coyle,  46  62 


R.  P.  Hodges,  6  months'  rent,  Mrs.  Brown,  15  00 
S.  Hodges,  fuel,  Mrs.  B.  'Hunt,  1877  to  1880,  59  00 
City  of  New  Bedford,  aid  furnished  T.  Bruce,  10  16 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  E.  H.  Perry,  90  20 
44  44  4  4  4  4    E.  Cosgrove,  18  42 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  board  of  Ellen  Cos- 


grove,  76  07 

Henry  Hunt,  digging  grave,  Kenuedy's  child,  3  00 
M.  B.  Copeland,  clothing  and  shoes,  H.  G. 

Leonard's  children,  19  19 

George  H.  Lane,  wood  for  Mrs.  B.  Coyle,  4  00 

Edmond  A.  Esty,  rent  house,  4  4  4  4  11  00 
Town  of  Wrentham  and  furnished  Maria  W. 

Hall,  72  00 


T.  B.  Thayer,  aid  furnished  Sam.  Fletcher,  10  00 
Stafford  &  Co.,    4  4        4  4  4  4         I  ^ 
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Paid  Stafford  &  Co.,  aid  furnished  Mrs.  Coyle,       $5  00 

City  of  Worcester,  "     "   Christopher  Clapp,  35  35 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,        "     Mrs.  B.  Coyle,     22  78 

Otis  B.  Dean,  wood,     "     Everett  Washburn,  4  50 

George  H.  Arnold,aid  furnished  Josiah  Harvey,  2  40 

"                      "       «•        H.  Ange,          2  50 

C.  B.  Wetherell,    "       "     Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  31  19 

O.  H.Lane,          "       «         "           •«     18  64 

B.  C.  Wetherell,crackers,  etc.;               "      8  00 

C.  H.  Smith,  aid  turnished  Geo.  Kennedy,       2  00 

$885  65 

POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 

Paid  M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  etc.,  H.  A.  White,  $37  00 

"             "       "  Azel  Randall,        6  00 

"              "       "Lucy  J. Washburn, 67  94 

"  O.  Drayton,        11  00 

"              "       "   Jno.   Hogan,       2  25 

A.  A.  Woodward,    "        "       "         "       84  82 

Josiah  Woodward,   "       "       "        "          5  58 

Stafford  &  Co.,       "       "       A.Jones,       10  00 


$224  59 

STATE  AID. 

(Acts  1879,  Chap.  301.) 
Paid  state  aid  to  sundry  persons  to  Jan.  1,  1881,  $205  00 


MILITAEY  AID. 
Paid  W.  D.  Washburn,  military  aid, 


$43  00 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  L.  W.  Manning,  services  as  School  Commit- 
tee, April,  and  May,  $10  50 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  warning  Spring  and  Fall 

meetings,  7  00 

George  R.  Perry,  services  as  Assessor,  50  00 

W.  E.  Payson,    44     44       44  50  00 

Alfred  Barker,    44     44       ><  50  00 

J.S.Wood,       44     44   Tax  Collector,  78  67 

George  R.  Perry,4 4     44  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  Poor,  75  00 

Alfred  Barker,    4  4     4  4  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  Poor,  75  00 

W.  E.  Payson,    4  4     4  4  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  Poor,  75  00 

Austin  Messinger,  4  4     4  4    Town  Treasurer, 
recording  births,  marriages,  deaths,  post- 
age, etc.,  62  55 

Charles  T.  Oldfield,  services  as  School  Commit- 
tee, 15  00 

M.  B.  Copeland, services  as  School  Committee,  60  00 


$608  72 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  E.  L.  Briggs,  repairs  on  scraper,picks,etc.  $2  27 
C.  T.  Borden,  medicine,  order  Dr.  Allen,  alms- 
house, 3  00 
Messinger  &  Sweet,  tax  book,  100 
L.W.  Manning,  int.  on  note  to  April  7,  1880,  25  00 
J.  L.  Hammett,  400  Rep.  cards,  schools,  6  00 
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Paid  T.  S.  Pratt,  printing  Town  Reports,  Treas.  or- 
ders, etc.,  I  I   r(  5 
J.  L.  Hammett,  7  school-maps,                      28  00 
Henry  Hunt,  repairs  on  Town  Hall,  2  85 

B.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance,  poor,  112  50 
M.  Newcomb,  1  gal.  oil,  Town  Hall,  18 

C.  T.  Oldtield,  school  books,  express, etc.,  74  21 
W.  E.  Payson,  assessors'  books,  4  22 
City  of  Taunton,  one-half  cost  of  bound-stone 

and  setting,  6  56 

William  G.  Allen,"  medical  attendance,  April,  4  00 
Wm.  D.  Wetherell,  interest  in  full,  67  00 

M.  Newcomb,  books,  crayons,  etc.,  for  schools,  4  22 
Charles  E.  Woodward,  labor  and  material, 

highway,  1880,  5  55 

George  T.  Crane,  repairs  on  scraper,  2  70 

Luke  Lothrop,  interest  in  full,  20  80 

L.  W.  Manning,  interest  in  full,  22  50 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin  and  robe 

for  pauper,  9  50 

W.  E.  Payson,  expenses  and  pauper's  funeral,  6  75 
Dency  Lincoln  and  Celia  Wetherell,  interest 

to  March  1,  47  50 

Samuel  Hodges,  interest  in  full  on  note,  85  92 

-  J.  S.  Wood,  assistance  Sabrina  Carpenter, 

case  small  pox,  1879,  25  50 


$606  48 


LOANS. 

Paid  W.  D.  Wetherell,  borrowed  money,  $2,000  00 

Luke  Lothrop,   .    '     "           <-<  700  00 

L.  W.  Manning,         <*           "  500  00 
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Paid  Samuel  Hodges,  borrowed  money,  600  00 

$3,800  00 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

District  No.  i. 
Paid  M.  Newcomb,  crayon,  brooms,  books  etc.,      $1  50 
C.  T.  Oldfield,  books  and  repairs,  11  06 


$12  56 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  Oren  E.  Walker,  repairs,  $4  50 

District  No.  3. 

Paid  M.  Newcomb,  crayon,  brushes,  brooms,  etc.,  $2  87 

George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  and  stock,  33  19 

C.  H.  Sweet,  repairs,  2  00 


$38  06 

District  No.  4. 

Paid  M.  Newcomb,  books,  cra}*on, chalk,  pail,  etc.,  $15  67 

George  H.  Arnold,  repairs,  11  65 

C.  B.  Gibbs,  <<  3  40 

Joseph  Nichols,  "  10  25 


$40  97 


District  No.  5. 
Paid  M.  Newcomb,  broom,  $  35 

J.  H.  Sweet,  repairs,  1  20 


$1  55 


District  No.  6. 
Paid  H.  G.  Danforth,  repairs, crayons,  brooms, etc.,  $9  21 
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District  No.  8. 

Paid  J.  A.  Swasey,  repairing  black-board,  and  car 

fare,  $9  35 

M.  B.  Copeland,  cleaning  school-house,  1  00 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  and  stock,  29  95 

M.  B.  Copeland,  map  roller,  books  and  rubber,  4  68 

44  44       crayon,  books,  etc.,  1  05 

$46  03 


SNOW  BILLS. 

Paid  Wm.  A.  Lane,  clearing  roads  snow, 

1879  and  1880,  $8  00 

H.  Wood  ward,  clearing  roads  of  snow,  ?79,'80,  8  25 

Emery  C.  Lincoln,      44         44  44       44  44  10  41 

Moses  Lincoln,          "         44  44       44  44  7  50 

J.  S.  Wood,               4  4         4  4  4  4       4  4  4  4  4  72 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 2d,  4  4        4  4  4  4       4  4  4  4  5  85 

$44  73 


RECAPITULATION. 


Paid  for  support  of  schools,  $2327  60 

44         poor  out  of  town,  224  59 

4  4            4  4    4  4    almshouse,  911  15 

44             44      at  almshouse,  1025  29 

Roads  and  bridges,  2536  15 

Incidental  expenses,  580  98 

Repairs  of  school-houses,  152  88 

State  aid,  205  00 

Military  Aid,  43  00 

Town  Officers,  608  72 
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Paid  Snow  bills,  $44  73 

Temporary  loans.  3,800  00 


Amount  of  Selectmen's  orders,  $12,460  09 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Roads  and  bridges,  $2,500  00 

Poor  and  incidentals,  2,000  00 

Schools,  2,000  00 

Repairs  on  school-houses,  200  00 

To  apply  on  debt,  1,000  00 

State  tax,  735  00 

County  Tax,  953  69 


$9,388  69 


GEORGE  R.  PERRY, 
ALFRED  BARKER, 
WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  9,  1881. 
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AUDITING  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

TOWN  OF   NORTON   IN   ACCOUNT   WITH  SUNDRY 

PERSONS. 

DR. 

Amount  due  schools,  $1,039  63 

44      44  sundry  persons,  950  00 


$1,989  63 


CR. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $583  86 

44  due  from  city  of  Taunton,  324  64 

44  due  from  city  of  Fall  River,  77  50 

44  due  from  town  of  Easton,  105  85 

44    "      44      44    44  Rehoboth,  195  13 

44    "      »      44    «  Mansfield,  130  00 

44    «  for  state  aid,  205  00 

44    4 <  44  military  aid,  £8  00 


$1,669  98 


Net  town  debt  or  balance  against  town,  March 

9,  1881,  $319  65 

Net  town  debt  or  balance  against  town  March 

17,  1880,  1,690  20 


Decrease  of  indebtedness,  $1,370  55 

We,  the  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the  books 
of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

W.  D.  VrETHERELL, 
J.  A.  LEONARD. 

Norton,  March  9,  1881. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


TOWN  OF  NORTON, 


TEAS  ENDING  MARCH,  1881. 


BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
JAMES  H.  COSGROVE, 
GEORGE  H.  ARNOLD, 

WILLIAM 


JOSEPH  F.  SWEET, 
HENRY  G.  DANFORTH, 
FRANK  D.  HUNT, 
MAYNARD  B.  COPELAND, 
E.  PAYSON.* 


Organization  of  Committee. 

Chairman.— MAYNARD  B.  COPELAND. 

Secretary.— CHAS.  T.  OLDFIELD. 

On  Teachebs'  Examinations.— Rey.  L.  W.  MANNING, 

M.  B.  COPELAND,  CHAS.  T.  OLDFIELD, 
Visiting  Committee.— M.  B.  COPELAND, 
C.  T.  OLDFIELD. 

*  Wm.  E.  Payson  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  retiring  of 
Mr.  Manning. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

VISITING  COMMITTEE. 


We  hereby  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  law 
by  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  condition  and 
work  of  the  several  schools,  together  with  some  sug- 
gestions and  comparisons. 

During  the  year  we  have  frequently  visited  the 
schools  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  work  of  or- 
ganization, to  see  that  all  needed  text-b6oks  were  pro- 
vided, and  for  examining  into  the  methods  employed, 
and  testing  the  work  performed,  aiming  in  all  we 
have  said  and  done  to  make  suggestions  which  would 
lead  to  practical  results. 

Written  tests  in  arithmetic  and  sentence  build- 
ing, have  been  given  at  different  times  during  the 
year.  The  majority  of  scholars  are  found  to  be 
quite  accurate  and  prompt  in  the  combination  of 
numbers  under  the  four  fundamental  rules.  But 
when  it  comes  to  solving  problems  involving 
fractions,  the  almost  universal  inability  and  lack 
of  independence  of  thought  on  the  part  of  the 
scholars  is  deplorable.  An  example  suggested  by 
Mr.  Walton,  which  he  gave  in  examining  the  schools 
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in  Norfolk  County,  was  given  to  the  scholars.  In 
some  of  the  schools  not  a  pupil  could  perform  it  un- 
aided. The  average  of  the  town  was  about  one  schol- 
ar in  a  school.  This  was  the  example :  "  A  certain 
number  of  dollars  was  given  (each  pupil  was  given  a 
different  number)  for  three-eighths  of  a  farm ;  re- 
quired to  find  what  should  be  given  for  the  rest  of  the 
farm  at  the  same  rate."  Many  gave  for  the  answer 
the  price  of  the  whole  farm. 

Sentences  were  given  to  be  written  from  dictation 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  knowledge  which  the  pu- 
pils had  of  the  use  of  capitals  and  punctuation  marks, 
also  as  a  test  in  spelling.  Some  of  the  older  scholars 
performed  the  exercise  quite  accurately.  The  younger 
scholars  can  easily  learn  the  use  of  capitals  and  ter- 
minal marks. 

In  spelling,  the  scholars  do  best  at  oral  work  ;  they 
find  greater  difficulty  in  writing  words  as  they  are  dic- 
tated from  the  spelling  book,  but  the  greatest  difficulty, 
and  the  most  mistakes,  are  found  in  the  attempt  to  wiite 
sentences  in  which  the  little  common  words,  which 
we  use  constantly  in  conversation,  are  employed. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  parents  will  test  this  statement 
by  dictating  to  their  children  some  simple  sentences, 
employing  the  most  frequently  used  words  in  our 
language.  Is  it  too  much  to  expect  the  parents  to 
take  some  interest  in  the  instruction  and  progress  of 
their  own  children?  If  they  would  test  them  more 
we  should  find  their  children  less  indifferent  in  their 
work  at  school. 
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TEACHEES. 

There  has  been  only  one  change  in  the  corps  of 
teachers  this  year  ;  this  was  in  No.  3,  where  Mr. 
Meade,after  successfully  conducting  the  school  through 
two  terms,  was  succeeded  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall 
term  by  Miss  Wetherell.  This  lady  here  began  her 
experience  as  a  teacher.  The  interest  which  she 
took  in  the  school,  and  which  she  aroused  in  the 
scholars,  also  the  results  brought  about  under  her  ef- 
forts, were  very  gratifying.  It  is  hoped  that  the  faith- 
ful work  witnessed  during  her  two  terms  in  the  school 
will  be  continued. 

The  other  teachers  came  to  their  respective  schools 
with  the  experience  and  acquaintance  previously  ac- 
quired therein.  Each  labored  with  a  seeming  desire 
to  have  the  school  produce  the  best  results. 

It  is  true  that  the  elements  of  success  are  possessed 
in  different  decrees  bv  different  teachers.  It  is  also 
true  that  in  some  of  the  schools  the  co-operation  and 
sympathy  given  by  the  parents  in  securing  the  regu- 
lar attendance  of  their  children  and  in  visiting  at  dif- 
ferent times,  has  helped  the  teachers  wonderfully  to 
success. 

In  the  work  of  the  teachers  one  element  is  notice- 
able which  ought  not  so  to  be.  Kach  teacher,  as  i 
rule,  has  a  favorite  study.  Such  being  the  case,  the 
tendency  is  to  give  a  greater  proportion  of  their  time 
and  attention  to  it.  It  not  being  the  aim  of  our 
schools  to  make  specialists,  each  study  should  receive 
its  due  proportion  of  time. 
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WRITING,  DRAWING,  MUSIC. 

A  fair  proportion  of  the  copy  books  in  each  school, 
is  well  written  and  neatly  kept,  some,  indeed,  being 
handsomely  written. 

Drawing  is  one  of  the  branches  required  to  be 
taught  in  the  public  schools.  Very  little  attention 
has  been  given  to  it  by  our  pupils.  In  one  or  two 
schools  something  has  been  attempted.  The  diawings 
— which  with  a  little  practice  can  be  produced — se- 
cure the  praise  and  admiration  of  all  who  witness 
them.  We  believe  if  the  talent  for  this  branch  were 
cultivated  as  it  should  be,  we  should  soon  be  relieved 
of  the  unsightly  cutting,  marking  and  defacing  of 
school-buildings  and  furniture. 

If,  on  visiting  some  of  our  city  and  larger  village 
schools,  and  seeing  the  pianos  and  organs  in  use  in 
the  school-rooms,  to  say  nothing  of  the  other  numerous 
appliances,  and  listening  to  the  singing,  which  results 
from  a  regular  course  of  musical  instruction,  if  we  have 
no  desire  to  see  our  own  schools  improved  and  made 
more  attractive,  it  must  be  that  we  have  lost  all  am- 
bition. 

Singing  has  been  made  an  exercise  in  two  of  our 
schools,  the  teachers  taking  an  interest  in  the  matter, 
which  led  them  to  go  to  personal  expense  in  procur- 
ing singing-books. 

A  FEW  COMPARISONS  ON  THE  LENGTH  AND  EX- 
PENSE OF  SCHOOLS. 

It  being  necessary  to  close  the  schools  as  soon  after 
the  first  of  March  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  reports 
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might  be  distributed  before  the  annual  spring  meet- 
ing, the  vacations  had  to  be  quite  short.  It  was 
thought  by  some  that  they  were  too  short. 

The  vacations  cannot  be  made  longer  except  by 
making  the  school  terms  shorter. 

The  school  statistics  of  Norton,  in  comparison  with 
those  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  State,  for  a  few 
years  past,  show  her  to  be  below  the  average  in  every 
particular.  In  the  years  1878-79,  the  average  length 
of  schools  for  the  State  was  thirty-five  weeks.  Our 
schools  kept  thirty-three  weeks.  This  year,  by  keep- 
ing thirty-five,  we  have  reached  the  average  of  the 
State  two  years  ago. 

During  the  four  years,  next  preceding  the  present, 
the  town,  which  had  previously  appropriated  $2,000 
for  the  support  of  schools,  voted  only  $1,800  for  that 
purpose.  This  year  the  former  amount,  $2,000,  was 
again  reached.  In  the  school  year  of  1874-75,  in  the 
ranking  of  the  340  cities  and  towns  of  the  State,  ar- 
ranged with  reference  to  the  sum  appropriated  per 
scholar,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years,  Norton 
appropriated  $2,000,  stood  number  167,  paying 
$10.05  for  each  of  her  226  scholars.  In  the  school 
year  of  1878-79,  appropriating  $1,800,  she  had  fallen 
in  the  scale  to  number  264,  paying  $7.21  for  each  of 
her  280  scholars. 

The  highest  sum  paid  per  scholar  in  the  State,  in 
1879,  was  by  Nahant,  $37.23.  The  lowest,  by  Gay 
Head,  $2.90.    Our  neighbor  towns  paid,  last  year,  as 
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follows:  Mansfield,  $8.99;  Easton,  $9.97  ;  Rehoboth, 
$11.34;  Attleboro,  $11.38;  Taunton,  $12.56. 

Norton's  rank  in  the  county,  which  has  nineteen 
cities  and  towns,  was  in  1874-75,  number  12;  in 
1878-79,  number  17. 

Compared  from  another  stand-point,  viz :  as  to  per 
centage  of  valuation  appropriated  to  public  schools, 
Norton  ranks  (1878-79),  in  the  State,  number  278, 
and  in  the  county,  number  18,  paying  2.45  mills  on 
the  dollar. 

The  highest  per  cent,  of  valuation  appropriated  by 
any  town  was  6.96  mills,  the  lowest,  .63  mills. 

We  see  from  the  above  figures  that  although  the 
school  population,  and  the  demands  for  better  schools 
have  both  been  on  the  increase,  the  town  has  been 
lessening  its  support  of  them.  This  year  the  appro- 
priation was  restored  to  $2,000,  but  the  returns  give 
nineteen  more  scholars  than  last  year.  Probably  our 
rank  will  be  raised  a  trifle. 

If  we  desire,  as  we  undoubtedly  do,  to  see  gradual 
improvement,  we  must  contribute  support  accordingly. 
If  we  would  pay  the  teachers  as  much  as  mechanics 
and  day  laborers  receive,  and  raise  their  wages  when 
the  wages  for  other  labor  are  raised,  we  cannot  cut 
down  appropriations  now. 

Satisfactory  schools  cannot  be  made  only  by  trained 
and  able  teachers,  and  such  will  find,  in  one  place  or 
another  adequate  compensation. 
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TEXT-BOOKS. 


It  was  thought  best,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
to  change  the  text-books  in  arithmetic  and  grammar ; 
after  duly  considering  the  merits  and  demerits  of  dif- 
ferent author's  works,  the  Franklin  Series  of  arith- 
metic was  adopted. 

One  of  the  authors  of  this  text-book,  George  A. 
Walton,  Agent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  has  had 
large  experience  in  the  schools  of  our  State,  and  we 
relied  largely  upon  his  judgment  and  ability  to  pro- 
duce a  work  of  this  kind. 

In  this  book  the  definitions  are  plain  and  simple. 
The  oral  examples  at  the  beginning  of  each  case, 
supply  a  need  frequently  spoken  of  by  those  interested 
in  the  advancement  of  independent  and  accurate 
thinking. 

The  increased  interest  and  the  good  which  has  re- 
sulted from  the  study  this  year,  confirm  the  belief  that 
the  choice  was  a  wise  one. 

Swinton's  "  New  Language  Lessons  "  was  adopted 
for  a  text-book  in  grammar. 

One  outline  map  of  the  United  States  was  placed 
in  each  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Other  maps  are  needed. 

The  text-books  now  in  use  are : 


Monroe's  Reader. 
Harper's  Geography. 


Swinton's  New  Language  Lessons. 
Quackenbos'  History.    Edition  of  1877. 
Goodrich's  Child's  History. 
Swinton's  Speller. 

Payson,  Dunton  and  Scribner's  Penmanship. 

DISTRICT  N"o.  1. 

The  school-house  in  District  No.  1,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  on  the  night  of  February  9th,  together  with  all 
the  contents,  including  the  register  and  the  books  of 
the  scholars.  There  were  some  reasons  for  suppos- 
ing that  it  might  have  been  the  work  of  an  incendiary, 
as  the  building  had  been  repeatedly  broken  into 
during  the  winter,  books  destroyed,  and  furniture  in- 
jured. The  building  itself  was  old — and  had  been  for 
several  years  unfit  for  use  in  the  winter  season,  many 
cases  of  sickness  among  the  scholars  having  been 
directly  traceable  to  colds  contracted  while  in  the 
school-room.  Indeed,  there  were  so  many  absent 
from  the  school  during  the  winter  term,  of  a  year  ago, 
for  the  reason  of  sickness,  that  the  local  committee 
was  obliged  to  close  the  school  prematurely,  the  daily 
attendance  having  dwindled  to  five  or  six. 

If  the  building  had  remained,  extensive  and  expen- 
sive repairs  would  have  had  to  have  been  made  on  it 
before  another  winter,  in  order  to  have  made  it  fit  to 
occupy. 

The  town,  at  its  annual  meeting,  will  be  called  upon 
to  provide  a  suitable  building  in  this  district  to  re- 
place the  one  destroyed.    A  list,  taken  March  1, 1881, 
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of  the  children  in  the  district  between  five  and  fifteen 
years  of  age  (omitting  those  living  west  of  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  JE.  J.  Estey,  on  the  road  to  Barrowsville, 
to  whom  it  is  more  convenient  to  attend  the  school  in 
District  No.  4)  shows  that  there  are  sixty-nine  of  school 
age.  Adding  several  more,  whose  parents  reside  in 
District  No.  2,  near  the  match  shop,  but  who  should 
properly  attend  the  school  at  the  Centre,  and  also  a 
few  that  are  over  fifteen,  and  we  have  about  seventy- 
five  in  all.  The  largest  number  belonging  to  the 
school  during  the  year  was  forty-seven,  and  at  the 
same  time  there  were  fourteen  attending  the  private 
school  of  Miss  Hattie  Willis,  making  sixty-one  chil- 
dren in  the  district  attending  school. 

These  figures  will  not  be  materially  altered  for  a 
number  of  years  to  come,  and  show  that  it  would  be 
most  advisable  to  erect  a  building  furnished  with  desks 
for  at  least  fifty  scholars,  and  a  possible  seating  capac- 
ity for  sixty. 

While  we  do  not  wish  to  be  considered,  in  any 
sense,  as  dictating  to  the  town,  we  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  the  last  school-house  erected  by  the  town  at 
Winnecunnet,  might  well  be  regarded  as  a  model  for 
any  that  may  be  needed  in  the  future.  Durably  con- 
structed, well  lighted,  spacious  and  airy,  handsomely 
furnished  with  modern  desks,  blackboards,  etc.,  we 
think  it  will  compare  with  any  of  its  class.  The 
school  surroundings  of  our  children  should  be  made 
as  agreeable  to  them  as  their  home  surroundings,  and 
a  neat  cheerful  school-room  must  certainly  have  an 
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imperceptible,  elevating  influence  upon  them,  while 
their  future  remembrances  of  it  camiot  fail  to  be 
pleasant. 

We  have  endeavored  to  show  in  this  report  of  our 
schools,  something  of  the  year's  work. 

It  has  been  evident  that  the  teachers  were  faithfully 
and  successfully  performing  their  work. 

The  scholars  have  made  advancement  in  the 
branches  studied ;  and  we  believe  that  good  behavior 
has  a  larger  part  in  the  actions  of  the  children  than 
formerly.  School  quarrels  are  less  frequent  than  a  few 
years  ago.  We  seldom  hear  of  ungovernable  schol- 
ars The  children  are  beginning  to  get  the  correct 
idea  of  school,  viz :  that  it  is  a  place  for  their  im- 
provement rather  than  imprisonment. 

Support  them  generously,  and  see  if  they  do  not 
give  a  satisfactory  return. 

Remember  that  in  paying  two  and  a  half  mills  on 
the  dollar,  you  are  giving  only  one  four-hundredth 
part  of  your  property  each  year  for  the  tuition  of  your 
children.  Lead  them  in  youth  to  the  possession  ot 
that  intelligence  and  virtue,  which  will  be  an  endur- 
ing gift. 

MAYNARD  B.  COPELAND, 
CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 

For  the  School  Committee. 
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NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  AT- 
TENDANCE. 


THREE  TERMS. 

School  No.  1— William  E.  Thurston. 

School  No.  5. — Horace  F.  Sweet,  Harry  S.  Wood, 
Walter  C.  S.  Wrood. 

School  No.  6. — Joseph  Draper,  Willie  E.  Leonard. 
Lizzie  H.  Leonard. 

TWO  TERMS. 

School  No.  1.— Mattie  S.  Oldfield,  Dora  A.  Stead- 
man,  Ellen  Steadman,  Marcella  Steadman,  John  Oldfield. 

School  No.  2. — Hattie  A.  Green,  Cora  A.  Greene. 

School  No.  3. — Charles  P.  Sprague,  James  H.  Smith, 
Lottie  M.  Willis,  Lillian  M.  Lincoln. 

School  No.  4. — Walter  Lane,  Herbert  Wilber,  Ever- 
ett Fletcher,  Alice  O'Brien,  Lucy  Fletcher. 

School  No.  5. — Josephine  Bnlley,  Florence  G.  Sweet, 
Joseph  Bulley,  Louis  Bnlley,  Lizzie  A.  Smith,  George  E. 
Smith. 

School  No.  6. — Edgar  M.  Holmes,  Jennie  M.  Lo- 
throp,  Eva  R.  Danforth,  Rhoda  E.  Danforth,  Nellie  H. 
Lincoln. 

ONE  TERM. 

School  No.  1. — Mamie  E.  Coyle,  Richard  Steadman. 

School  No.  2. — Bertha  Greene,  Lottie  M.  Stockwell, 
John  A.  Polsey,  Bessie  Cole,  Carlos  D.  Freeman,  Nellie 
Fen  ton. 
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School  No.  3. — John  McCabe,  Hattie  M.  Woodward, 
Edwin  A.  Lincoln. 

School  No.  4. — Etta  Lane,  Flora  Fletcher,  Florence 
Richmond,  Rosa  Leddy,  Katie  Gilroy,  Agnes  O'Brien. 

School  No.  5. — Alice  F.  Bruce,  Rosa  Bulley,  Fannie 
J.  Wood,  Minnie  T.  Bruce,  Bennie  F.  Bruce,  Orin  H. 
Goff,  James  A.  Goff,  S.  Abbott  Smith,  Willie  D.  Hard- 
ing, Frank  L.  Harding,  Charles  H.  Tebbetts. 

School  No.  6. — Lizzie  B.  Draper,  Harry  R.  Leonard, 
Virgil  H.  Leonard,  Lillie  V.  Holmes,  John  B.  O'Brien, 
Joseph  L.  Newcomb. 
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TRUANT  OFFICERS1  REPORT. 


The  truant  officers  have  had  under  consideration 
cases  in  the  locality  of  Schools  No.  4  and  8. 

Two  of  Henry  G.  Leonard's  children  were  clothed 
suitably  to  attend  school,  which  they  have  done? 
though  somewhat  irregularly,  during  the  winter. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  establish  a  place  of  con- 
finement and  instruction  for  persons  convicted  as 
truants  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

One  or  two  of  the  mill  owners  or  superintendents 
in  town,  are  a  little  regardless  of  the  law  relative  to 
the  employment  of  children. 

There  are  heads  of  families  in  town  who  should 
remember  that  they  are  amenable  to  the  law  by 
neglecting  to  send  their  children  to  school. 

The  law  makers  of  the  State  have  imposed  upon 
every  one  having  children  under  his  or  her  control, 
the  duty  of  causing  such  to  attend  school  at  least 
twenty  weeks  each  year. 

D.  K.  CARPENTER. 
WM.  A.  LANE, 
M.  B.  COPELAND, 


Truant  Officers  of  Norton. 
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 of  THE  

SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 

TREASURER,  AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 


School  Committee, 

 OF  THE  

TOWN  OF  NORTON. 

  FOR  THE  

Year  ending  March  /,  1882. 


ATTLEBORO,  MASS. 
Printed  at  thf.  Office  op  the  Attleeoro  Advocate, 
1882. 


Town  Officers, 


Town  Clerk  and,  Treasurer, 
AUSTIN  MESSINGER. 

Selectmen,  Assessors  and  Overseers  of  Poor, 
SILAS  A.  STONE,  OREN  E.  WALKER, 

WILLIAM  A.  LANE. 

Tax  Collector, 
J.  STEPHEN  WOO]).. 

School  Committee, 

Rev.  WM.  H.  REEBY,  OREN  E.  WALKER,  J.  McCORMIQK, 

GEO.  II.  ARNOLD,       T.  C.  CARVER,  F.  D.  HUNT, 

H.  G.  DANFORTH,       GEO.  W.  WILD,  Jr.,  OTIS  B.  DEANE. 

Constables, 

D.  K.  CARPENTER,  BEN  J.  H.  RICHMOND. 

High  way  Surveyors, 
B.  H.  RICHMOND,  OREN  E.  WALKER, 

CHARLES  H.  SMITH,  CYRIL  S.  SWEET, 

J.  STEPHEN  WOOD,  EARL  C.  WHITE, 

CHARLES  H.  MAKEPEACE,        JOHN  H.  LINCOLN. 


Selectmen's  Report, 


EXPENSE  OF  SCHOOLS. 


District  No.  1. 

Paid  M.  Jennie  Bump,  balance  of  .winter  term, 

i  2-5  weeks,  $  1 2  60 
"         '     "          spring  term,  9  weeks,  @  $10,  90  00 

"  "  fall  term,  12  "  @$io,  120  00 
"              *'           care  of  school  house,  fall 

term,  3  00 

Wm  Gale,  wood  and  cutting,  3  00 

J.  S.  Wood,  coal,  28  00 

C.  T.  Old  field,  wood,  1  00 


^257  60 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  Annie  W.  King,   10  weeks,   spring  term, 

@$8  50,  $85  00 

"it  weeks,  fall  term, 

@  $8  5°>  93  So 

"  "12  weeks  winter  term, 

:  @  $8  50,  102  00 

O.  E.  Walker,  for  wood.  7  25 

John  A.  Palsey,  care  of  house,  6  00 


*?93  75 
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District  No.  3. 

Paid  Mary  A.  Whit  marsh,  10  weeks,  spring  term, 

@  $8,  $8o  go 

A.  Louise  MeCormick,  io  weeks,  fall  term, 

®  $8,  So  oo 

"  "        13  weeks,  winter  term. 

@  $9,  117  00 

( reo.  T.  MeCormick,  sawing  wood  and  care 

of  house,  15  50 

Josiah  Woodward,  for  wood,  20  00 

James  H.  Smith,  sawing  wood  and  care  of 

house,  12  50 


^325  00 

District  No.  1. 

Paid  A.  A.  Downing,  10  weeks,  spring  term,  (a  $g  S90  00 

Clara  E.  White,  1 1     "    fall  term,  @  $9,  99  00 

"       12    "    winter  term,  @  $9,  108  00 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  for  wood  and  sawing,  26  75 

Chas.  A.  Freeman,  care  of  house,  spring  term,  2  00 

Walter  H.  Lane,  care  of  house,  fall  term,  3  00 


S328  75 

District  No.  5. 

Paid  I.  W.  Wilcox,  10  weeks,  spring  term,  @  $8,       S80  00 

"10    "      spring  term,  @  $8  50,    85  00 

"  "       3    u      winter  term,  @  $9,         27  00 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  for  wood,  20  00 


$212  00 

District  No.  6. 

Paid  Ellen  E.  Leonard,  1 1  weeks,  spring  term,  @$8,  588  00 
"      10  weeks,  fall  term,®  $8  50,    85  00 
('  f<      12  weeks,  winter  term,     $9,  108  00 
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Paid  Earl  C.  White,  for  wood, 

H.  G.  Danforth,  care  of  house, 
Frederick  Draper,  care  of  house, 


District  No.  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  A.  Austin,  10  weeks,  spring  term, 

@.$6, 

"  "10  weeks,  fall  term, 

@  $6, 

Lizzie  B.  Howard,    13  weeks,  winter  term, 
@  $6, 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  for  wood, 

W.  Alton  White,  care  of  house, 


District  No  8. 

Paid  Florence   E.   Copeland,   1 1   weeks,  spring- 
term,  @  $8, 
"  "    9  weeks,  fall  term,  @  $S} 

"  "  13  weeks,  winter  term,  @  $8, 

C.  Briton,  care  of  house  and  sawing  wood, 
Silas  WT.  Lincoln,  for  wood, 


S29  00 
2  00 
7  00 

$319  00 


S60  00 

60  00 

78  00 
12  00 
5  00 

$2  I  5  OO 


$88  00 
72  00 

104  00 
5  QO 
19  00 

302  25 


Total, 


£.2,253  35 
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REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


District  Xo.  1. 
Paid  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Reeby,  stove   and  pipe,  coal 


hod,  poker,  report  cards,  $33  41 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  repairing  well,  6  20 

"       expense  of  opening  school  in 

town  hall,  56  21 

T.  Lincoln,  new  pump,  4  50 

M.  Newcomb,  crayon,  broom,  etc.,  1  97 

S 1 02  29 

District  Xo.  2. 

Paid  O.  E.  Walker,  repairs  on  school  house,  $5  35 


District  Xo.  8. 


Paid  James  Bevins,  plastering,  painting,  etc.,  Si  5  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  shingles,  1  25 

Maynard  Newcomb,  crayons,  broom,  etc.,  8  17 


District  Xo.  t. 


District  No.  6. 


$24  42 


Paid  G.  H.  Arnold,  crayons,  etc.,  $1  62 

"  shingles  and  repairs,  44  14 

M.  Newcomb,  books,  5  75 


$5i  5i 


Paid  H.  G.  Danforth,  crayons  and  settee,  S3  75 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  painting,  23  00 

E.  C.  White,  repairs  of  yard,  2  95 


$29  70 
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District  No.  7. 

Paid  Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  painting,  $40  00 

F.  D.  Hunt,  repairs,  #5  00 

Maynard  Newcomb,  crayons,  25 


#45  25 

District  No.  8. 

Paid  Florence  E.  Copeland,  books,  35 

"  "        crayons,  25 

60 

Total  for  repairs  on  school  houses  for  year,  $259  12 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Appropriation,  $2,500 

District  No.  1.    Benjamin  IT.  Richmond,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $295  78 

Paid  R.  P.  Hodges,  labor,  $18  55 

Alfred  Barker,       "  15  33 

Wm.  Gale,             "  21  07 

O.  S.  Titus,           "  26  95 

Wm.  Capen,           "  10  20 

E.  Freeman,          "  13  95 

Ichabod  Willis,       "  14  98 

Marshal  G.  Sumner  "  3  75 

George  White,       "  75 

Lewis  B.  Dean,      "  33  75 

H.  F.  Woodward,    "  9  45 

Frank  Clapp,         "  3°  75 
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Paid  Joseph  Adams,  labor, 

SI  50 

Frank  Williams,  " 

5  25 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  " 

5  50 

Henry  Hunt,  " 

4  25 

Lben  B.  Willis, 

3  00 

Wm.  Capen,  gravel, 

13  83 

Wm.  E.  Pyson,  " 

4  15 

Mrs.  Olive  Smith,  " 

72 

J.  S.  Wood, 

2  88 

Edmund  Briggs,  plank, 

9  48 

Benj.  H.  Richmond,  labor  and  material,  76  75 

  #326  79 


Exceeded  appropriation,  $31  oi 


District  Xo.  2.    Oren  K.  Walker,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $413  81 


Paid  Wm.  H.  Codding,  labor, 

S52 

60 

L.  C.  Wetherell,. 

47 

10 

Wm.  Wetherell,  gravel, 

8 

40 

Edmund  Briggs,  " 

4 

90 

labor, 

5 

40 

George  B.  Shaw,  " 

14 

30 

"           "  gravel, 

2 

35 

Edward  L.  Wetherell,  labor, 

25 

25 

Solomon  Blake,  " 

9 

79 

Timothy  W.  Pryor, 

9 

00 

C.  Howard  Lane,  " 

3 

00 

C.  H.  Briggs, 

2 

70 

Jerome  R.  Kilburn,  " 

75 

Edward  Crotty,  " 

75 

G.  L.  Green,  " 

9 

00 

Matthew  W.  Waterman,  " 

6 

75 

David  Pryor,  " 

1 

50 

Chas.  C.  Horr,  gravel, 

2 

20 
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Mrs.  Mary  C.  Wilmarth,  gravel, 

$6 

80 

Oliver  H.  Lane, 

3 

45 

S.  A.  Wetherell, 

2 

60 

2 

58 

Hiram  b.  rreeman, 

5 

00 

labor, 

05 

B.  N.  Stanton, 

4 

75 

James  Cole, 

85 

Albert  Skinner, 

<(. 

3 

00 

gravel, 

4 

66 

Wm.  Morey,  labor, 

1 

50 

Oren  E.  Walker,  " 

146 

05 

A.  D.  Lane  &  Co.,  " 

7 

75 

"          "        1,526  feet  plank, 

45 

78 

"          "  sleepers, 

26 

00 

"          "  stone, 

8 

00 

"          "  spikes, 

81 

Exceeded  appropriation, 


$498  77 
$84  96 


District  No.  3.    Charles  II.  Smith,  Surveyor. 

$298  88 


Proportion  of  appropriation, 

Paid  John  McCormick, 
Michael  Smith, 
James  Smith, 
James  Coyle, 
Patrick  Cosgrovc, 
Hiram  Smith, 
Josiah  Woodward, 
Charles  Brady, 
Lewis  Willis, 
Edward  R.  McCormick 
James  Foster, 


labor 


$26  79 
22  25 
1  05 
7  05 
7  35 

4  50 
6  30 

1  50 

2  70 

5  80 

3  60 
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Paid  David  Williams,  labor, 

$2 

00 

Frank  Clapp,  " 

1 

00 

Seneca  Lincoln,  " 

5 

15 

M.  G.  Sumner,  " 

10 

05 

L.  B.  Williams, 

-1 

70 

Oliver  S.  Titus,  " 

j 

00 

James  Gaffney,  " 

1 

20 

Michael  Smith, 

1 

05 

Geo.  B.  Crane,  " 

6 

00 

Chas.  H.  Smith,  " 

73 

44 

Edmund  Briggs,  2,559  feet  plank, 

102 

36 

Geo.  F.  Woodward,  lumber  and  labor, 

36 

64 

John  McCormick,  stone,  spike,  labor, 

44 

80 

James  McCabe,  labor, 

4 

59 

Chas.  H.  Smith, 

15 

00 

  $398  88 

Exceeded  Appropriation,  $80  00 


District  No.  4.    Cyril  S.  Sweet.  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation.  $347  12 

Paid  Thomas  Plunkett,  labor,  $45  60 

William  A.  Lane,  "  23  38 

George  A.  Lane,  "  33  25 

George  H.  Arnold,  gravel  6  00 

"                     "  labor,  30  90 

Stafford  A  Co.,  "  1 1  20 

Otis  B.  Crossman,  "  3  45 

Samuel  Fletcher,  "  3  90 

Chas.  I.  Crossman,  "  7  95 

J.  Edgar  Skinner,  "  3  45 

Tisdale  B.  Thayer,  "  9  20 

Barney  Leddy,  "  2  70 

Simeon  L.  Lane,  "  21'  35 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Paid  Alvin  D.  Lee,  labor, 

$2  25 

F.  A.  Cabbott,  " 

I  I  25 

Wm.  McCoombs,  " 

2  70 

Wm.  O'Brien,  " 

2  50 

Ward  Richmond,  " 

I  50 

Kanclal  Martin, 

9  18 

H.  Longfellow, 

2  00 

Samuel  Hodges,  gravel, 

50 

Peter  Leddy,  labor, 

C.  S.  Sweet,  stone,  lumber,  labor, 

1 12  41 

District  Xo.  5.    J.  Stephen  Wood, 

SURVEY'Ol 

Amount  of  annronnption 

Paid  John  D.  Hardon,  labor, 

$17  92 

Moses  Hunt,  " 

13  35 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  " 

2  40 

Chas.  Rodgers.  " 

9  24 

T.  C.  Carver,  " 

24  04 

J.  N.  Tibbetts, 

3  80 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,  " 

11  54 

Wm.  T.  Carpenter,  " 

4  63 

0.  B.  Sweet, 

4  88 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  " 

64  47 

"           "    lumber,  " 

*  12  00 

Wm.  R.  Forbes,  " 

13  91 

Jason  S.  Thompson,  " 

1 1  02 

Wm.  W.  Smith, 

32  44 

"          "  gravel, 

7  56 

John  D.  Hardon,  " 

1  76 

Otis  S.  Sweet, 

19  75 

T.  C.  Carver,  gravel, 

2  88 

Geo.  R.  Leonard,  plank, 

34  06 

$347  12 


$291  65 
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District  No.  6.    Earl  C.  White,  Surveyor. 
Amount  of  appropriation,  $251  87 


Everett  R.  Leonard,  labor, 

$3l 

92 

Philip  Hilt, 

98 

Moses  Lincoln, 

(< 

75 

u           "  travel 

90 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln, 

u 

75 

Orpn  \A7ilhnr  ^rm<; 

Vyl  t-ll     VV  i  1  IJ\)1     OC  OVJllo, 

t  ( 

bu 

1 0 

Herbert  W  Stanley 

a 

1 

35 

Eugene  M.  Burt, 

a 

1 0 

35 

CtPO   T  Titim 

(( 

4U 

Daniel  B.  Smith, 

a 

3 

OO 

Elijah  Haskell, 

a 

3 

90 

John  Jackerson, 

(( 

20 

Win.  H.  Hastings, 

u 

24 

OO 

Eugene  Leonard, 

(t 

5° 

Edwin  Westgate, 

a 

4 

OO 

David  Hearth, 

a 

2 

T  ~> 

"           "  gravel, 

1 

76 

C.  Haskell, 

(( 

1 

20 

Harriet  Newcomb,  gravel, 

2 

04 

Everett  R.  Leonard,  " 

2 

16 

Geo.  L.  Titus,  " 

4 

20 

Earl  C.  White, 

18 

40 

"           "  lumber, 

1 

68 

labor, 

59 

81 

  $251  87 

District  No.  7.    Charles  II.  Makepeace,  Surveyor. 

Amount  of  appropriation,  $288  93 

Paid  H.  Woodward,  labor,  $25  05 

E.  Keith,  "  59  05  • 

Emery  A.  Willis,  "  13  69 

Samuel  A.  Draper,  "  41  04 
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Paid  J.  H.  Blanding,  labor, 
Geo.  E.  Makepeace, 
Sidney  Pratt, 

F.  D.  Hunt, 
L.  B.  Dean, 
John  C.  Lincoln, 
Geo.  B.  Crane,  gravel, 
Everett  R.  Leonard,  " 
Moses  Lincoln,  " 
Martin  Keith,  labor,  " 
Earl  C.  White,  plank, 

G.  H.  Makepeace,  labor,  gravel. 


$3  75 
13  40 

9  75 
36  15 

3  50 
68 
20  12 
30 
96 

10  89 
1  68 

48  92 


£288  93 


District  Xo.  S.    John  H.  Lincoln,  Surveyor. 
Amount  of  appropriation,  $311  96 


Geo.  H.  Leonard, 

labor, 

$6  23 

S.  R.  Leonard, 

a 

10  05 

Silas  W.  Lincoln, 

27  72 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

a 

32  36 

A.  B.  Bolton, 

(t 

9  97 

M.  O.  Lincoln, 

21  65 

E.  C.  Lincoln, 

(t 

21  81 

E.  R.  Lincoln, 

u 

6  07 

D.  B.  Field, 

u 

5  32 

R.  Bretton, 

(( 

7  42 

E.  Westgate, 

<< 

1  50 

A.  D.  Washburn, 

a 

6  00 

O.  Drayton, 

8  10 

W.  E.  Washburn, 

tt 

4  80 

W.  D.  Washburn, 

t( 

5  25 

D.  W.  Washburn, 

a 

6  22 

F.  White, 

a 

5  40 

J.  H.  Washburn, 

a 

4  40 

H.  T.  Lincoln, 

a 

7  72 
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labor,  $5  25 

4  50 
11  45 

4  50 
19  70 
4  50 

"  4  20 

"  4  00 

4  94 
7  65 

"  1  20 

"  12  50 

9  98 

"  20  60 

  $312  96 


Exceeded  appropriation,  $1  00 


ALMSHOUSE   INCOME   AND  HOUSEHOLD 
EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 


Du. 

To  stock  on  hand  last  year,  $383  56 
Paid  M.  Newcomb,  groceries,  grain,  dry  goods,        170  60 

C.  B.  Wetherell,       "         "  "               182  45 

Josiah  Woodward,    "         "  "                138  44 

Stafford  &  Co.,        "         "  "               113  29 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,              "  "                 71  5 1 

J.  Fitzgerald,  hay,              "  "                 27  40 

J.  H.  Blandin,  soap,  8  00 

J.  S.  Crowell,  fish,  12  46 

Benj.  C.  Wetherell,  crackers,  3  57 


Paid  F.  H.  Lincoln, 
C.  Leonard, 
L.  S.  Lincoln, 
W.  S.  Lincoln, 
J.  W.  Godfrey, 
J.  Copeland, 
A.  J.  Lothrop, 
E.  Lothrop, 
S.  A.  Dean, 
O.  B.  Dean, 
E.  H.  Dean, 
J.  H.  Leonard, 
A.  H.  Leonard, 
J.  H.  Lincoln, 
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Paid  J.  S.  Wood,  plaster,  $3  70 

J.  S.  Adams,  labor,  6  00 

B.  B.  Crossman,  paying  sundries,  as  per  book,  85  55 

"          "       service  as  superintendent,  225  00 


$i,43i  53 

Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  as  per  inventory,  $375  80 

Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account,  270  94 

Board  of  3 1  tramps,  6  26 

Fifteen  funerals,  22  50 

Support  of  9  paupers  for  year,  756  03 


$1,431  53 

The  expense  per  head  for  each  pauper  is  $84  for  the 
year. 


ALMSHOUSE  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

To  real  estate,  buildings,  household  furniture, 

utensils,  farm  implements,  as  per  inventory,  $1,958  75 


Paid  Wm.  A.  Lane,  12  tin  pans,  3  00 

F,  J.  Wetherell,  repairing  harness,  9  05 

C.  B.  Gibbs,  paint,  paper  and  hanging.  9  1 5 

R.  Robinson,  painting  express  wagon,  10  50 

B.  E.  Sweet,  lumber,  3  50 

A.  D.  Lane,       "  1 1  39 

Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  rubber  sheets,  4  50 

E.  L.  Briggs,  blacksmithing,  12  47 

O.  E.  Walker,  repairs  on  oven,  2  10 
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Paid  S.  A.  Stone,  lumber,  reins,  etc.,  $5  85 

A.  C.  Brownell,  stove,  pipe,  etc.,  15  52 
Edgar  H.  Reed,  window  shades,  1  79 
S.  Washburn,  Jr.,  household  goods,  9  83 

B.  B.  Crossman,  lumber  and  house  utensils,  7  40 


$2,064  80 

Cr. 

By  wear  and  tear  and  fuel  consumed,  $106  05 

Balance  representing  value  town  investment,    1,958  75 


$2,064  80 


RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 


Pig, 

$16  00 

Pork, 

38  18 

Calves, 

14  70 

Butter, 

51  20 

Poultry, 

21  35 

Cow, 

25  00 

Labor, 

5  60 

Rye, 

1 1  27 

Rye  straw, 

21  61 

Eggs, 

37  09 

Milk,  vegetables,  &c, 

19  42 

Lard, 

3  22 

Wood, 

6  30 

$270  94 
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INVENTORY  FEB.  26,  1882,  (INCOME  ACCT). 


4  1-2  tons  of  English  hay,  Si 00  00 

1  1-2        "     meadow  hay  and  corn  fodder,  15  00 

5  bushels  rye,  6  00 
8        "     corn,  6  50 

4  "     beans,  8  00 

2  "     meal,  1  60 

1  barrel  flour,  9  00 

2  pigs,  15  00 
1 2  bushels  potatoes,  1 5  60 

2       "     turnips,  1  00 

50  pounds  of  beef,  5  00 

300       "        pork,  30  00 

66        "        lard,  9  25 

24       "        butter,  9  60 

34  baskets,  7  50 

5  brooms,  1  25 
ro  cords  of  split  and  sawed  wood,  40  00 
21  1-2  cords  of  green  wood,  64  00 
45  fowls,  25  00 
12  pounds  of  crackers,  1  00 

1-3  barrel  of  soap,                   .  1  50 

2  hams,  4  00 


$375  80 


INVENTORY  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  FARM  BUILD- 
INGS, WAGONS,  STOCK,  ETC. 

House,  barn,  outbuildings,  $  1,200  00 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding  and  utensils,  182  00 

3  cows  and  heifer,  130  00 

1  horse,  125  co 
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i  express  wagon,  $100  oo 

I  farm        "  20  oo 

1  cart,  20  00 

1  pung  and  grindstone,  12  00 

1  cultivator,  3  plows,  10  00 

3  harnesses,  25  00 

1  wheelbarrow,  5  00 

3  draft  and  3  binding  chains,  4  00 

1  hearse,  30  00 

Sundry  tools,  35  00 

16  thousand  shingles,  48  00 

1  sled,  8  00 

1  halter,  1  blanket,  1  surcingle,                               4  75 


$h9S*  75 


INMATES     OF    ALMSHOUSE,   FEBRUARY,  26, 


1882. 

Allen  Hill,  71  years  old 

James  Walker,  73  " 

Silence  Bates,  66  " 

Lucinda  Smith,  79  " 

Hannah  L.  Smith,  56  " 

Lydia  Shepley,  71  " 

Barney  Leddy.  (left  October  8,  1881,)  69 

Solomon  Hodges,  (came  May  27,  1881,)  72  " 

Nancy  Hodges,  (came  May  27,  1881,)  56 

Edward  R.  Walcott,  (left  May  24,  1881,)  65 


Merick  O.  Newcomb,  (came  Dec.  9,  1881,)  58 

Patrick  O' Brine,  (came  November  10,  188 1,)  53 

Whole  number  for  the  year,  1 2, 

Present  number,  10. 

Average  number  for  the  year,  9. 
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POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  M.  Ncwcomb,  aid  to  Geo.  Kennedy,  $$  oo 

"  •  ■       "    Mrs.  Brown,  21  50 

"    H.  G.  Leonard,  5  00 

"           "    D.  K.  Leonard's  children,  13  24 

"    M,  W.  Wheeler,  17  25 

"           "    Josiah  Harvey,  1  00 
Estate  of  B.  N.  Woodward,  house  rent,  Josiah 

Harvey,  37  5° 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  Mrs.  Browne,  10  00 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  20  29 

Earl  C.  White,  aid  to  P.  Forster,  57  00 

Earl  C.  White,  aid  to  Mr.  Browne,  25  00 

R.  P.  Hodges,  aid  to  Mr.  Browne,  22  75 

George  H.  Arnold,  aid  to  George  Kennedy,  4  00 

George  H.  Arnold,  aid  to  J.  Harvey,  2  67 

J.  H.  Arnold,  aid  to  Sol  Hodges,  4  00 

Benj.  C.  Wetherell,  bread  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  3  40 

J.  Larau,  aid  to  Kate  Cammeron,  5  00 

A.  D.  &  G.  A.  Lane,  aid,  wood  to  J.  Harvey,  5  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  to  J.  Harvey,  1  20 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  27  04 
Town  of  Mansfield,  aid  to  M.  W.  Wheeler 

and  Mrs.  Shepley,  £95  00 

Town  of  Easton,  aid  to  Merrick  O.  Newcomb,  56  00 

City  of  Chelsea,  aid  to  Mrs.  Laban  Smith,  21  76 
Town  of  Raynham,  aid  to  S.  Hodges  and  W. 

A.  Woodward  and  family,  50  35 

Town  of  Wrentham,  aid  to  Mrs.  M,  Hall  and  son,  16  00 

City  of  Worcester,  aid  to  Christopher  W.  Clapp,  23  20 
City  of  Taunton,  aid  to  W.  A.  Woodward  and 

S.  Hodges  and  family,  1  3  00 

City  of  Fall  River,  aid  to  J.  Leedham,  6  00 
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Paid  Town  of  Attleboro,  aid  to  Betsey  G.  Skinner 

and  J.  Leedham,  $132  07 
Town  of  Easton,  aid  to  W.  B.  Wheeler,  M. 

Newcomb  and  E.  N.  Keennen,  92  00 

Town  farm,  wood  to  J.  Harvey,  4  75 

"          "       Mrs.  Hannah  Freeman,  1  56 

$799  53 


POOR  BELONGING 
Paid  M.  Newcomb,  groceries, 

(<  (< 
A.  A.  Woodward,  " 


j  OUT  OF  TOWN. 

etc.,  to  H.  A.  White,    $2  00 

Lucy  J.  Washburn,  28  93 

E.  Westgate,  16  50 

Jane  Williams,         12  00 

J.  F.  Hogan,  135  00 

$194  43 


STATE  AID. 

(Acts  of  1879,  Chap.  301.) 
Paid  sundry  persons  state  aid  to  Jan.  1st,  1882,       $223  50 


MILITARY  AID. 
(Acts  of  1879,  Chap.  252.) 

Paid  Wm.  D.  and  J.  H.  Washburn,  military  aid,    $103  00 
One-half  of  the  above  due  from  State  Treasurer. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid  Austin  Messinger,  services  as  Town  Treas- 


urer, recording  births,  marriages,  deaths, 


postage,  etc., 

$62  25 

Silas  A.  Stone,  services  as  Assessor, 

50  00 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

50  00 

William  A.  Lane, 

50  00 

Silas  A.  Stone,  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor, 

75  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  services  as  Selectman  a:d 

Overseer  of  Poor, 

75  00 

William  A.  Lane,  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor, 

75  00 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  services  as  Tax  Collector, 

60  96 

C.  F.  Nickolson,  services  as  School  Committee,  18  oo 

Geo.  W.  Wild,  Jr.,  " 

45  00 

Rev.  Wm.  H.  Reeby,  " 

27  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  services  as  Constable, 

9  00 

$596  94 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 
Paid  Geo.  A.  Lane,  repairing  bridge,  March,  1881,   $10  00 


B.  H.  Richmond,  road  work  in  March,  1881,  25  48 
Commissioner  of  contagious  diseases,  1 7  00 
T.  S.  Pratt,  printing  reports,  32  80 
Wm.  A.  Lane,  expense  of  fire  inquest  at  L. 

E.  Rounds's,  37  20 

H.  A.  D'ckerman,  books  for  town  use,  2  44 

C.  H.  Buffington  and  E.  H.  Sweet,  printing,  7  00 
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Paid  K.  L.  Briggs,  repairs  on  scraper,  etc.,  $16  99 
P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin,  Kennedy  child,    5  00 

Geo.  W.  Wild,  Jr.,  deportment  cards,  1  50 

Blake  Brothers  &  Co.,  interest  on  note,  55  25 

Messinger  &  Sweet,  tax  book,  1  25 
C.  H.  Buffington,  printing  tax  receipts  and 

poster,  12  00 
Geo.  B.  Crome,  surveying  road  near  Lincoln 

mill,  8  00 

E.  H.  Sweet  &  Co.,  printing  voting  list,  etc.,  19  25 

Moses  Lincoln,  clearing  roads  of  snow,  No.  6,  285 

Charles  B.  Gibbs,  paint  and  painting,  2  05 

H.  F.  Woodward,  sawing  wood,  town  hall,  2  25 
S.  A.  Williams  &  Co.,  insurance,  new  town 

hall,  82  50 

Silas  A.  Stone,  printing  posters,  town  hall,  2  30 

Thomas  B.  Wetherell,  cleaning  town  hall,  7  50 
Austin  Messinger  and  S.  A. .  Stone,  paying 

expense  of  dedication  of  town  hall,  10  56 

Oren  E.  Walker,  truss  for  F  R.  Walcot,  4  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  book  for  town,  3  50 

J.  S.  Wood,  coal  to  town  hall,  8  75 

Win.  A.  Lane,  pin::  wood,  stationery,  etc.,  7  75 

Dr.  B.  M.  Round,  service  as  doctor,  112  50 
W.  D.  Wetherell,  interest  on  notes  of  Celia 

Wetherell  and  Dency  Lincoln,  47  50 

Davis  Gregory,  interest  on  note,  1 5  42 


$560  59 


LOAN. 
Paid  Blake  Brothers  &  Co., 


$4,000  00 
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EXPENSES  AT  NEW  TOWN  HALL. 

PaH  Davis  Gregory,  for  hall  lot,  $500  00 

Sundry  persons  for  labor  and  material  for 

foundation,  r.ew  town  hall,  1,214  2 3 

For  furniture,  new  hall,  529  24 

$2,243  47 


EXPENSE  OF  NEW  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 

District  Xo.  1. 

Paid  L.  M.  &  H.  G.  Hodges,  for  building  school 

house  by  contract,  $1,612  00 

Sundries  persons,  labor  and  material,  277  18 

For  furniture,  116  33 

from  old  town  hall,  64  44 

$2,069  95 


RECAPITULATION. 


Paid  for  schools,  $2,253  35 

Repairs  on  school  houses,  259  12 

Roads  and  bridges,  2,696  97 

Poor  at  Almshouse,  1,047  97 

Repairs  at  Almshouse,  106  05 

Poor  out  of  Almshouse,  799  53 

Poor  out  of  town,  194  43 

State  aid,  223  50 

Military  aid,  103  00 

Town  officers,  596  94. 
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Paid  for  Incidental,  $560  59 

Loan,  4,000  00 

Town  hall,  2,243  47 

School  house,  2,069  95 


Amount  of  Selectmen's  orders,  $17,154  87 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

'or  Roads  and  bridges,  S2,500  00 
Poor  and  incidentals,  2,000  00 
Schools,  2,000  00 
Repairs  on  school  houses,  200  00 
To  build  and  furnish  school  house  in  Dis- 
trict No.  1,  1,800  00 
State  tax,  735  00 
County  tax,  903  08 
Town  hall,  1,500  00 


$1 1,638  08 


SILAS  A.  STONE,    )  Selectmen 
OREN  E.  WALKER,  \  of 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  )  Norton. 


Norton,  March  r,  1882. 
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Treasurer's  Report. 


Dr. 

To  cash  in  Treasury,  March  9,  1881,  $583  86 

Received,  borrowed  money,  4,600  00 
"        of  Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheaton,  to  purchase 

gravel  for  new  town  hall,  50  00 

Received  of  Town  of  Rehoboth,  195  13 

"          "   Mansfield,  142  00 

"    Easton,  105  85 

"           "    Freetown,  25  00 

City  of  Taunton,  324  64 
"           State  Treasurer,     3-4  ex- 
pense of  L.  E.  Leonard's 

glandered  horse,  1 3  60 

Received  of  State  Treasurer,  Corporation  tax,  81  85 

"              "          "         Nat'l  Bank  tax,  729  34 

State  aid,  Chap- 
ter 301,  234  00 
Military  aid, 

Chapter  252,  48  00 
"              "           "         Income  from 

School  Fund,  230  41 

"       County  Treasurer,  dog  fund,  208  41 

"       Peddler's  license,  6  00 
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Received  for  old  iron  sold,  $5  76 

"       Income  from  Town  Farm,  270  94 

"        For  grass  sold  on  new   town  hall  lot 

and  common,  4  00 

"       For  use  of  town  hall,  4  00 

"       J.  S.  Wood,  collector  for  1881,  11,128  32 


$18,991  11 

Cr. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,    $  1 7, 1 54  87 
State  tax,  735  00 

Abatement  of  taxes,  for  1881,  99  68 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  1,  1882,  1,001  56 


$18,991  11 


AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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AUDITING  COMM 


i  i 


m 


Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  Sundry  Persons. 
Dr. 


Amount  clue  schools, 

Borrowed  money  due  sundry  persons, 


$1,224  25 
1,550  00 

$2,774  25 


Cr. 


Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,  $1,001  56 

due  from  city  of  Fall  River,  *77  50 

"           "       Taunton,  165  00 

"          town  of  Freetown,  16  50 

Rehoboth,  28  93 

"    for  State  aid,  223  50 

"    Military  aid,  55  50 

in  the  hands  of  J.  S.  Wood,  collector,  89  94 


$1,658  4; 


*  The  above  bill  due  the  town  from  Fall  River  has  been 
paid  since  March  first. 
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Net  town  debt  or  balance  against  the  town, 

March  i,  1882,  $1,115  82 

Net  town  debt  or  balance  against  the  town, 

March  9,  1881,  $319  65 

Increase  of  indebtedness,  796  17 


We,  the  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the 
books  of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
BENJ.  H.  RICHMOND, 
J.  S.  WOOD. 


Norton,  March  1,  1882. 
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TOWN  OF  NORTON, 


Year  ending  March  I,  1882. 


School  Committee, 


W.  PI.  REEBY,  G.  H.  ARNOLD, 

T.  C.  CARVER,  F.  D.  HUNT, 

E.  R.  LEONARD,  O.  E.  WALKER, 

o.  b.  dean,  j.  Mccormick, 

G.  \V.  WILD,  Jr. 


pout  of  the  Visiting  Comm 


my 


In  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  general  custom,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  present  a  report 
of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  Norton,  with  such 
suggestions  and  recommendations  as  their  interests  re- 
quire. 

The  office  of  superintending  school  committee  contem- 
plates duties  and  responsibilities  second  to  none  that  are 
imposed  by  the  suffrages  of  the  town.  Those  entrusted 
with  it  should  have  their  minds  constantly  awake  to  im- 
proved methods,  better  qualifications,  and  the  largest  re- 
turns for  labor  employed.  Our  common  school  system 
being  so  simple  to  look  at,  and  its  machinery  is  seemingly 
so  perfect,  the  casual  observer  may  suppose  it  a  small  mat- 
ter to  work  it ;  but  experience  soon  dispels  the  illusion,  and 
at  every  step  reveals  an  opportunity  for  tact,  thought  and 
an  amount  of  work  that  would  satisfy  its  most  ardent  ad- 
mirer. Gentlemen  of  the  committee,  we  feel  that  you 
have  fulfilled  the  more  important  part  of  your  trust  when 
you  have  secured  for  your  school  the  services  of  an  efficient 
and  successful  teacher.  The  sole  condition  of  a  good 
school  is  a  good  teacher ;  a  successful  school  never  comes 
of  good  courses  of  study,  or  good  school  houses,  or  good 
superintendence  taken  alone.  No  amount  of  experience  or 
training  will  make  a  successful  teacher  of  one  who  has  no 
natural  aptitude  and  fitness  for  the  profession. 
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One  has  but  to  enter  the  school  room  to  discover  the 
efficient  teacher.  Let  us  enter  for  a  moment  the  school 
room  in  which  a  live  teacher  presides.  The  floor  is  neat, 
the  blackboards  exhibit  specimens  of  map  drawing,  geo- 
metrical figures,  lessons  in  penmanship  and  numbers.  Eve- 
rybody is  busy  ;  there  is  no  unnecessary  confusion  ;  every 
thing  is  done  systematically ;  no  time  is  wasted. 

If  a  class  is  called  each  member  is  on  the  alert  ready  to 
catch  every  point  brought  out  by  the  teacher.  The  lesson 
has  been  carefully  studied,  and  is  promptly  and  distinctly 
recited.  If  you  have  a  child  in  the  room  you  feel  that  the 
worth  of  this  teacher  can  not  be  estimated  in  dollars  and 
cents. 

Let  us  now  enter  another  room.  The  first  thing  to  at- 
tract our  attention  is  the  floor  covered  with  rubbish  of  all 
descriptions.  The  blackboards  are  filled  with  meaningless 
scrawls  and  drawings  of  men  and  animals,  the  likeness  of 
which  was  never  seen  "on  earth  below  nor  in  the  waters 
under  the  earth." 

If  a  class  is  called  most  of  the  members,  in  answer  to 
questions,  say  they  "don't  know,"  and  those  that  do  speak 
so  indistinctly  one  can  understand  but  little  that  is  said. 
There  is  no  system  about  anything  ;  disorder  and  con- 
fusion reign  supreme.  You  leave  the  room  feeling  that, 
however  small  the  salary  paid  the  teacher,  this  school  is  a 
very  expensive  one.  These  pictures  are  not  overdrawn  ; 
our  town  has  furnished  the  counterpart  of  them  both  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  first  is  the  work  of  the  earnest, 
faithful  teacher  ;  the  other  of  the  mere  hireling. 

With  every  successive  year  comes  the  demand  for  better 
teachers.  To  meet  this  demand  successfully  is  the  most 
important  duty  we  are  called  on  to  perform.  Neither  by 
accident,  personal  favor  or  kinship  should  our  teachers  be 
appointed ;  they  must  be  selected  for  other  considera- 
tions; moral  work,  willingness  to  do  earnest,  intelligent 
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work;  they  should  have  a  keen  sense  of  justice  and  equal 
rights  ;  they  should  know  no  rich  or  poor,  and  they  must 
often  sacrifice  both  feeling  and  earnest  conviction,  rather 
than  produce  jars  and  discords  to  the  injury  of  the  school. 
Last,  they  should  possess  the  power  of  self-government. 
No  teacher  should  be  retained  who  does  not  have  it.  We 
cannot  but  pause  here  to  express  our  high  appreciation  of 
the  work  which  the  State  Normal  Schools  are  doing  in 
furnishing  a  class  of  well  educated,  well  trained  teachers 
to  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  and  we  would  advise 
our  committee  that  they  usually  show  a, marked  superiority 
as  teachers  over  the  graduates  of  private  seminaries  and 
academies. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  condition  of  our  schools  is  steadily  improving.  This 
is  conceded  by  persons  who  measure  by  periods  and  whose 
judgment  is  from  knowledge  of  the  past  and  present,  and 
who  are  familiar  with  the  schools  in  other  towns,  whose 
educational  advantages  are  supposed  to  be  superior  to  ours 
in  the  longer  school  year  and  greater  compensation  to 
teachers.  We  are  able  to  defend  our  schools  in  propor- 
tion as  we  are  aided  by  home  influence.  Scholarship  and 
good  manners  are  not  the  fruit  of  devoted  teachers  alone. 
If  our  experience  is  worth  anything  we  plead  justly  for  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  schools  on  the  part  of  parents  ;  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  the  frequent  visits  to  the  school 
room.  In  the  register  which  is  kept  in  every  public' 
school  is  a  sheet  upon  which  are  entered  the  names  of  all 
visitors  during  the  year.  It  is  our  habit  to  examine  the 
list  carefully  ;  and  where  the  names  of  parents  occur  most 
frequently  the  teachers  are  invariably  found  to  be  more 
vigilant  and  faithful,  and  the  scholars  consequently  making 
better  progress. 
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There  are  those  in  every  community  who  live  con- 
tinually in  the  past ;  who  look  with  great  distrust  upon 
the  present  and  are  never  willing  to  admit  that  the  world 
is  growing  wiser  or  better ;  they  even  confidently  assert 
that  the  schools  of  the  present  day  are  no  better,  if  as 
good,  as  they  were  fifty  years  ago  ;  that  children  are  no 
better  educated  than  were  their  parents  or  grandparents. 
They  tell  us  that  three  months  in  a  year  is  as  long  as  any 
child  should  be  kept  at  school ;  that  anything  beyond  this 
is  a  waste  of  time,  leads  to  idleness  and  unfits  for  labor. 
Happily  such  opinions  have  but  little  influence  on  the 
community.  Our  town  occupies  a  position  in  the  matter 
of  public  instruction  in  which  it  may  take  pride.  Our 
school  buildings  are  now  generally  neat,  commodious,  and 
conveniently  arranged.  The  old  barn-like  structures  have 
passed  out  of  existence,  or  have  been  remodeled.  It  is 
within  the  memory  of  many  of  us  that  teachers  for  the 
winter  terms  especially  were  selected  not  for  literary  at- 
tainments or  aptness  to  teach,  but  for  their  supposed  abili- 
ty to  keep  in  subjection  a  few  large  boys.  "First  seen  in 
acts  of  prowess  eminent  and  great  exploits."  It  is  rare 
that  any  acts  of  insubordination  now  occur.  Many  of 
what  were  called  difficult  schools  are  now  taught  by  ladies. 
We  claim  that  children  are  better  instructed  than  former- 
ly, and  on  the  whole  have  a  better  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
jects taught.  The  practical  in  education  is  now  attracting 
the  attention  of  our  best  educators.  It  is  this  which  en- 
ables our  mechanics  to  compete  successfully  with  their 
foreign  rivals,  and  which  at  no  distant  day  will  receive  the 
attention  in  our  school  economy  its  importance  merits. 
Also  patriotism  demands  that  our  children  be  well  edu- 
cated. The  existence  of  the  republic  and  the  continuance 
of  civil  freedom  depends  on  the  right  thought  and  conse- 
quent right  action,  not  of  the  few  but  of  the  many. 
The  statistics  show  that  where  education  is  most  diffused 
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crime  and  pauperism  most  diminish,  and  are  mainly  sup- 
plied from  the  ranks  of  illiteracy. 

A  prominent  manufacturer  a  short  time  since  remarked: 
"  Our  system  of  public  schools,  far  from  being  a  benefit  to 
the  masses,  was  quite  the  reverse,"  giving  as  a  reason  that 
"its  tendency  was  to  encourage  habits  of  idleness  and  a 
distate  for  all  kinds  of  manual  labor;  that  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty he  had  to  contend  with  in  his  establishment  was  to 
obtain  skilled  labor,  for  the  reason  that  boys  in  thes:  days 
do  not  learn  trades."  There  is  no  doubt  some  truth  in 
these  statements;  but  is  the  cause  to  be  looked  for  in  the 
teaching  of  the  schools  ?  Should  it  not  rather  be  attribut- 
ed to  the  manner  in  which  every  kind  of  mechanical  busi- 
ness is  conducted  now  ?  Work  is  everywhere  thoroughly 
systematized  ;  the  boy  is  not  now  expected  to  learn  but 
one  branch  of  any  trade,  and  if  he  is  quick  and  observ- 
ant is  soon  able  to  earn  a  man's  wages.  This  is  what 
has  destroyed  the  old  system  of  apprenticeship.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  let  us  hear  what  foreign  manu- 
facturers think  of  our  educated  workmen.  Says  one  of 
them,  an  Englishman,  a  large  mill  owner:  "There  is  noth- 
ing our  countrymen  have  to  fear  in  their  struggle  for  ex- 
istence as  practical  foreign  intelligence." 

During  the  past  year  District  No.  I  has  been  furnished 
with  a  new  school  house  in  place  of  the  old  one  destroyed 
by  fire.  It  stands  very  nearly  upon  the  site  of  the  old  one. 
It  is  a  substantial  and  commodious  edifice,  containing,  it  is 
said,  heavier  material  than  is  often  put  into  much  larger 
buildings.  It  is  the  largest  school  house  owned  by  the 
town,  though  none  too  large,  for  in  the  fall  term  its  entire 
capacity  was  tested.  The  builders  are  to  be  thanked  for 
the  class  of  work  they  put  into  the  building.  The  finish  is 
neat  and  tasty  inside  and  out.  It  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
$1,999.75,  and  is  worth  every  penny  of  it,  for  it  supplies 
the  school  with  very  attractive  quarters,  and  shines  as  an 
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ornament  to  the  town.  In  the  rear  of  the  house  suitable 
outbuildings  were  erected,  the  well  was  put  in  repair,  and 
a  fence  was  stretched  across  the  yard  to  divide  the  girls' 
from  the  boys'  side.  The  teacher,  Miss  M.  J.  Bump, 
has  taken  unusual  pains  to  prevent  injury  to  the  build- 
ing, and  to  keep  it  tidy  and  unblemished.  We  take 
this  occasion  to  thank  her  for  the  deep  interest  she 
has  shown  in  the  care  of  the  premises,  as  well  as  the 
welfare  of  the  school.  No.  2  is  not  in  the  form 
we  should  desire  it  to  be.  For  some  reason  or  other  the 
work  exemplified  during  our  visits  is  not  of  an  order  that 
we  can  approve  and  endorse.  The  difficulty  should  be 
speedily  investigated  and  rectified.  No.  3  began  the  year 
under  Mrs.  M.  A.  Whitmarsh,  who  failed  to  get  hold  of  it, 
and  she  gave  place  to  Miss  A.  L.  McCormick,  who  in  the 
space  of  two  terms  has  brought  the  school  into  an  excel- 
lent condition.  No.  4,  after  proving  too  much  for  Miss 
A.  A.  Downing,  who  taught  the  first  term,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Miss  C.  E.  White,  who  has  shown  herself  to  be  a 
conscientious  and  tireless  worker.  No.  5  retains  its  former 
head,  and  shows  no  signs  of  halting  in  its  steady  march  of 
progress.  No.  6  has  had  no  change  of  teacher,  nor  any 
change  in  its  superior  condition,  and  the  high  quality  of  its 
work.  At  No.  7  Miss  Adelaide  Austi  taught  with  great 
satisfaction  the  first  term,  and  Miss  L.  Howard  the  winter 
term  with  good  results.  No.  8  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
Miss  F.  E.  Copeland,  who  has  achieved  moderate  success. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Our  teachers  would  prove  better  educators  if  they  would 
rely  less  on  text  books  and  more  on  a  hand-to-hand  en- 
counter with  the  minds  of  their  pupils.  A  text  book 
merely  contains  a  statement  of  the  case,  and  when  once 
the  case  has  been  clearly  presented,  the  statement  of  it 
should  be  entirely  laid  aside,  and  every  effort  be  made  to 
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plant  it  securely  in  the  understanding  of  the  scholars.  The 
teacher  should  try  every  possible  test  to  ascertain  whether 
the  matter  has  been  fastened  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place.  The 
scholar  should  be  made  to  explain  it  in  his  own  words,  and 
to  supply  a  good  reason  for  all  he  says.  In  the  schools  of 
New  Bedford  and  other  places  the  teachers  have  been 
directed  not  to  use  text  books,  with  a  view  toward  making 
them  less  subservient  upon  such  props,  and  more  attentive 
to  the  sense  their  pupils  put  in  answers.  Before  education 
can  become  an  active  power  in  the  mind,  the  stiffness  and 
formality  of  book  recitations  must  be  entirely  dispensed 
with.  Every  branch  of  knowledge  is  composed  of  essen- 
tial principles  and  minute  particulars.  It  has  important 
and  minor  parts.  Now  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  our 
youth  cannot  long  retain  a  quarter  part  of  the  information 
that  is  conveyed  to  them  in  lessons.  Hence  careful  aim 
should  be  taken  towards  bringing  what  is  essential  and  im- 
portant in  their  studies  into  special  prominence,  and  to- 
wards connecting  them  with  so  vivid  an  impression  that 
they  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  While  very  little  time 
and  emphasis  should  be  put  upon  trivial  matters.  Our 
schools  have  a  great  weakness  for  covering  too  much 
ground.  They  run  the  plough  through  more  soil  than 
what  they  can  take  proper  care  of.  The  quantity  and  not 
the  quality  of  work  exacts  the  chief  attention.  Arithme- 
tics are  used  as  if  they  were  a  race  course.  The  reading- 
lesson  is  read  like  a  novel,  to  see  as  quickly  as  possible 
how  the  story  comes  out.  It  ought  not  to  be  so.  To  read 
one  piece  with  reference  to  the  thought,  the  emotion,  the 
cadences,  the  pauses,  and  the  shades  of  emphasis  that  be- 
long to  it,  is  worth  more  than  a  whole  term  of  rushing 
pell-mell  through  piece  after  piece.  It  would  be  an  incal- 
culable advantage  for  our  schools  to  slacken  the  pace,  and 
look  well  to  each  step.  These  remarks  are  thrown  out  in 
the  hope  that  the  committee,  teachers,  and  parents  will  co- 
operate to  bring  about  the  desired  results. 
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TRUANCY. 

We  have  a  very  knotty  and  serious  problem  to  handle. 
Many  of  the  registers  appall  us  with  their  long  lists  of  black 
marks.  After  making  due  allowance  for  sickness,  stormy 
weather  and  other  good  causes  for  absence  we  cannot 
avoid  the  conclusion  that  quite  a  number  of  the  youth 
play  fast  and  loose  with  the  duty  of  attending  school,  and 
thus  commit  one  of  the  most  grievous  offences  of  which 
they  can  be  guilty.  The  child  who  absents  himself  from 
school  even  occasionally,  not  only  receives  an  incurable  in- 
jury, but  also  gives  trouble  to  the  teacher,  and  hinders  the 
progress  of  the  school.  We  are  convinced  that  truancy  is 
an  entering  wedge  to  profligacy  and  other  forms  of  vice. 
Once  let  the  child  get  it  into  his  head  that  attendance  on 
school  is  a  trivial  matter,  and  the  pursuit  of  education  may 
be  subject  to  whim  or  caprice,  and  he  sets  his  face  toward 
an  unworthy  or  ignoble  career.  From  the  start  the  truant 
may  be  regarded  as  a  promising  candidate  for  the  alms- 
house and  the  prison.  That  being  the  case  a  grave  duty 
rests  upon  both  parents  and  committee.  How  easy  it  is 
for  truancy  to  become  a  habit.  The  live  youth  wishes  to 
stay  home  once  in  awhile,  and  have  a  good  time.  So  he 
besieges  his  parents  for  their  permission.  They  argue 
that  occasional  absence  will  not  harm  him,  and  so  yield  to 
his  desire.  That  "once  in  a  while"  soon  doubles  into 
twice  in  a  while,  and  goes  on  increasing  until  staying  away 
from  school  becomes  a  habit.  Do  you  urge  that  the  habit 
is  of  slight  importance  ?  Then  let  us  remind  you  of  a 
couplet  : 

" Small  habits  well  pursued  betimes. 
Attain  the  dignity  of  crimes." 

The  committee  should  understand  that  a  parent's  con- 
sent does  not  remove  absence  from  the  category  of  truancy. 
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It  is  for  the  proper  authorities  to  decide  whether  the  ab- 
sence is  necessary  and  justifiable.  Let  those  authorites 
keep  a  sharp  eye  on  the  registers,  and  probe  the  case  of 
scholars  who  exhibit  too  numerous  a  retinue  of  black 
marks.  Truancy  lacks  the  means  of  adequate  treatment. 
We  are  without  a  lever  with  which  to  right  it.  There  is 
no  systematic  attempt  to  fasten  a  stigma  to  truancy. 
The  State  has  designated  a  set  punishment  for  truants  of 
the  habitual  stamp.  It  compels  us  to  consign  them  to  a 
place  of  confinement.  Where  shall  we  look  for  that  place  ? 
There  is  none.  The  Legislature  has  empowered  the 
County  Commissioners  to  establish  a  truant  institution 
when  it  is  demanded  by  a  given  number  of  towns  in  each 
county.  But  of  what  use  is  the  law  and  provision  which 
the  State  has  adopted,  unless  it  be  borne  out  by  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people  ?  The  town  decided  by  a  vote  to  ap- 
prove and  encourage  attendance  on  school  by  a  special 
mention  of  those  perfect  in  attendance,  in  the  yearly  re- 
port of  your  committee.  Why  may  we  not  bestow  a  simi- 
lar notoriety  upon  those  who  receive  the  largest  score  of 
black  marks  not  properly  accounted  for  ?  At  any  rate  it 
behooves  us  to  do  something  that  will  make  attendance  a 
sacred  duty,  and  unnecessary  absence  an  odious  offence. 
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SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  ATTENDANCE. 
District  No.  1. 

One  Term.—  Fred.  C.  Boss,  Annie  E.  Boss,  Mary  C. 
Stone,  Erank  E.  Boss,  Willie  C.  Clapp,  Eugene  H.  John- 
son, Edith  M.  Boynton,  Cordelia  Briggs. 

Two  Terms. — Hovey  Rancl,  Mary  E.  Oldfield,  Ellen 
Steadman,  George  W.  Boynton. 

One  Year.— Mattie  S.  Oldfield,  John  Oldfield. 

District  No.  2. 

One  Term. — Lottie  M.  Stockwell,  Hattie  M.  Pike, 
Thomas  E.  Skinner. 

Two  Terms. — O.  Elbert  Walker. 

District  Xo.  3. 

One  Term.— John  McAbe,  Lottie  M.  Willis,  Sallie  B. 
Willis,  Hattie  M.  Woodward,  Theresa  Smith,  Edwin  Lin- 
coln, Mary  E.  McAbe. 

District  Xo.  4. 

One  Term. — Lucy  Fletcher,  Agnes  O'Brien,  Flora 
Fletcher,  Everett  Fletcher,  Rosa  Leddy,  William  Cotter, 
Walter  H.  Lane. 

District  Xo.  5. 

One  Term. — George  E.  Smith,  Rosa  Bulley,  Fannie  M. 
Crossman,  Fannie  J.  Wood,  Charles  T.  Crossman,  S.  Ab- 
bot Smith. 

Two  Terms. — Lizzie  A.  Smith,  Louis  Bulley,  Harry  S. 
Wood. 

One  Year. — Florence  G.  Sweet,  Oren  H.  Goff,  James 
A.  Goff,  Horace  F.  Sweet,  Walter  C.  S.  Wood. 
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District  No.  6. 

One  Term.— Fred.  M.  Draper,  Arthur  E.  Mills,  Lillie  V. 
Holmes,  Nellie  H.  Lincoln. 

Two  Terms. — Joseph  Draper,  Edgar  M.  Holmes,  David 
Holmes,  Willie  E.  Leonard. 

One  Year. — Eva  R.  Danforth,  Rhoda  E.  Danforth. 

Two  Years. — Walter  E.  Leonard,  Lizzie  H.  Leonard, 
Joseph  L.  Newcomb. 

District  No.  7. 

One  Term. — Florence  M.  Keith,  Alice  E.  Keith,  Min- 
nie F.  Willis,  Fannie  M.  Willis. 
Two  Terms. — Helen  S.  Butts. 

District  No.  8. 

One  Term. — Lizzie  L.  Lawson. 
Two  Terms. — Dency  M.  Washburn. 

For  the  committee, 


G.  W.  WILD,  M.  D., 
W.  H.  REEBY, 

V isiting  Coin tn  ittee. 
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—  DP  THE- 

SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR, 

TREASURER,  AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 

—  AND  — 

School  Committee, 

—  OF   THE  — 

^FOWH  OF  NORTON, 

—  FDR    THE — 

Year  Ending  March  /, 


ATTLE  B  □  RD ,    MASS . 
$W«^  at  tfto  Office  of  tfic  tittle  Goro  Slbvooatc 
1  B  3  3  , 


Town  Officers, 


Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
AUSTIN  MESSINGER. 

Selectmen,  Assessors  and  Overseers  of  Poor, 

WILLIAM  T.  WITHERELL,  SILAS  A.  STONE, 

WILLIAM  A.  LANE. 

Tax  Collector, 
EARL  C.  WHITE. 

School  Committee, 

H.  S.  FREEMAN,  J.  M,  McCORMICK, 

T.  C.  CARVER,  F.  D.  HUNT, 

GEO.  W.  WILD,  Jr.,  OTIS  B.  DEAN. 


Rev.  W.  II.  REEBY, 
GEO.  H.  ARNOLD, 
H.  G.  DANFORTH, 


Constables, 

D.  K.  CARPENTER,  BENJ.  H.  RICHMOND, 

CYRIL  S.  SWEET,  PETER  MONDAS. 

Highway  Surveyors. 
ALFRED  BARKER,  WILLIAM  H.  CODDING, 

JOSIAH  WOODWARD,       GEORGE  A.  LANE, 
J.  STEPHEN  WOOD,         EARL  C.  WHITE, 
B.  F.  WOODWARD,  JOHN  H.  LINCOLN. 


I 

Selectmen's  Report, 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


District  No.  i. 

Paid  M.  J.  Bump,  Winter  term,  12  weeks,  @$io,  $120  00 
Lucy  C.  Coolidge,  Spring  term,  10  weeks, 

@  $10,  100  00 
A.  Louisa  McCormick,  Kali  term,  1 1  weeks, 

@  $10,  1 10  00 

A.  W.  Wild,  care  of  school-house,  6  00 

Albert  Garfield,  care  of  school-house,  2  00 

Wiftie  Clapp,  care  of  school-house,  1  50 

J.  S.  Wood,  for  coal,  '  15  93 

W.  H.  Reeby,  school  furnishings,  4  54 


#359  97 


District  No.  2. 

Paid  Cora  V.   Chase,  Spring  term,   10  weeks, 

@  $8.50,  $85  00 

"  "       Fall    term,    1 1  weeks, 

@  #8.50,  93  50 

"  "        Winter  term,  12  weeks, 

@.$8.75,  105  00 

I.  T.  Braman,  for  wood,  18  50 

Shaw  and  Freeman,  care  of  school-house,  12  00 


$314  00 
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District  No.  3. 

Paid  A.  Louisa  McCormick,   Spring    term,    1 1 

weeks,  @  $9.00,  $99  00 

Ella  M.  Barker,  Fall  term,  1 1  weeks,  @$8.oo,  88  00 
Lila  P.  McCormick,  Winter  term,  1 1  weeks, 

@  $9.00,  99  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  for  wood,  17  75 
J.  F.  McCormick,  sawTing  wood  and  care  of 

school-house,  14  50 

History  and  school  furnishing,  9  63 


$327  88 

District  No.  4. 

Paid  Nellie  F.  Alexander,  Spring  term,   10  weeks, 

@  $10,  $100  00 
"                "          Fall  term,  1 1  weeks, 

@  $10,  1 10  00 
"               "          Winter  term,  12  weeks, 

@  $  1  o,  1 20  00 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  for  wood,  25  62 

H.  Drew,  care  of  school-house,  3  00 

Willie  F.  Cotter,  care  of  school-house,  9  00 

Walter  H.  Lane,  care  of  school-house,  6  00 

School  furnishings,  1  65 


$375  27 

District  No.  5. 

Paid  I.  W.  Wilcox,  10  weeks,  Winter  term,  @  $9,  $90  00 

Geo.  and  Albert  Smith,  care  of  school  house,  7  50 

I.  W.  Wilcox,  1 1  weeks,  Spring  term,  @  $8,  88  00 

I.  W.  Wilcox,  10  weeks,  Fall  term,  @  $8.50,  85  00 

I.  W.  Wilcox,  12  weeks,  Winter  term,  108  00 

T.  C.  Carver,  wood,  17  25 

G.  and  A.  Smith,  care  of  school  house,  8  00 

Crayon,  1  00 


$404  75 
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District  No.  6. 

Paid'  Arthur  A.  Lincoln,  1 1  weeks,  Spring  term,  $88  oo 

"              "       io  weeks,  Fall  term,  8o  oo 

"              "12  weeks,  Winter  term,  108  oo 

B.  F.  Woodward,  for  wood,  15  75 

Arthur  A.  Lincoln,  care  of  house,  3  terms,  9  00 

Moses  Lincoln,  for  wood,  2  00 

Crayon  and  broom,  1  00 


#303  75 

District  No.  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  10  weeks,  Spring  term,  $60  00 

"              "11  weeks,  Fall  term,  77  00 

"              "       12  weeks,  Winter  term,  84  00 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  for  wood,  9  00 

Alton  White,  care  of  school-house,  6  00 

Reeby,  history  and  crayon,  2  25 

£238  25 

District  No.  8. 

Paid  F.  E.  Copeland,  1 1  weeks,  Spring  term,  @  $8,   $88  00 
11  weeks,  Fall  term,  @  $8,        88  00 
C.  Britton,  care  of  school  house,  16  50 

O.  B.  Deane,  for  wood,  26  qo 

Annie  McAllister,  1 1  weeks,  Winter  term,  (cd,  $8,  88  00 
Dictionary,  pail  and  broom,  4  46 


Total, 


$3i'i  46 

$2,635  33 
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REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

District  No.  i. 

Paid  Charles  Hagerty  for  painting, 
W.  H.  Reeby,  repairs, 
T.  B.  Wetherell,  repairs, 


District  No.  2. 

Paid  Charles  Hagerty,  painting  school-house, 
H.  S.  Freeman,  2d, 


District  No.  3. 

Paid  T.  J.  Lincoln,  pump,  and  clearing  well, 
C.  H.  Smith,  repairs, 
Josiah  Woodward,  lumber  for  repairs, 
M.  Newcomb,  stock  for  repairs, 


District  No.  4. 

Paid  Charles  Hagerty,  painting  school-house 
G.  H.  Arnold, 
John  Harvey, 


District  No.  5. 

Paid  T.  C.  Carver, 

District  No.  6. 
Paid  H.  G.  Danforth, 


$0  50 
4  00 

1  95 

$6  45 


$23  00 
66  16 


$89  16 


$11  04 

5  50 

6  29 
1  24 

$24  04 


$38  50 
12  27 
19  63 

$70  40 
$0  50 


$0  60 
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District  No.  7. 
Paid  Eugene  P.  Bassett,  $55  96 

District  No.  8. 
  $2  79 

$249  90 

Exceeding  appropriation,  $49  90 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Appropriation,  $2,500  00 

District  No.  i.    Alfred  Barker,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $291  32 


Paid  Frank  A.  Clapp, 

$21 

00 

Charles  H.  Smith, 

7 

00 

Lewis  B.  Deane, 

18 

15 

Ichabod  Willis, 

10 

50 

N.  E.  Freeman, 

17 

33 

Joshua  Lucas, 

2 

10 

R.  P.  Hodges, 

10 

50 

L.  B.  Willis, 

1 

65 

E.  B.  Willis, 

3 

00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard, 

18 

00 

R.  A.  Oakes, 

1 

20 

J.  S.  Wood, 

2 

25 

S.  H.  Wilson, 

1 

5o 

Wm.  E.  Payson,  gravel, 

20 

65 

A.  Barker,  gravel  and  stone, 

7 

5o 

Alfred  Barker,  labor, 

148 

99 
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District  No.  2.    William  H.  Codding,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $413  81 

Paid  E.  L.  Briggs,  repairs  on  scraper,  $0  60 

B.  N.  Stanton,  labor,  15  75 

James  McCabe,  "  1  50 

Henry  Gallagan,              *  6  75 

David  Pryor,  1  35 

Oren  E.  Walker,  39  26 

H.  S.  Freeman,  2d,  10  00 

Walter  Sturdy,  97 

Joseph  Green,  1  00 

James  Cole,  1  81 

Benj.  C.  Witherell,     .  38 

H.  S.  Freeman,  gravel,  29  20 

Geo.  B.  Shaw,  13  47 

E.  L.  Witherell,  27  75 
Edmond  Briggs,  labor,  gravel  and 

plank,  59  04 

S.  A.  Witherell,  gravel  15  85 

Geo.  L.  Greene,      "  5  35 

William  Witherell,  "  5  40 

Lemuel  C.  Witherell,  10  80 

William  H.  Codding,  164  08 

Charles  D.  Lane,  gravel,  3  50 


$413  81 


Exceeded  Appropriation,  $4  00 

District  No.  3.     Josiah  Woodward,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $298  88 

Paid  George  F.  Woodward,  labor,  $1  20 

George  P.  Lincoln,           "  1  50 

James  McCabe,               "  7  35 

James  Smith,                   "  3  00 

Henry  Smith,                  "  4  50 
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Paid  Heirs  of  D.  Gallagan,  labor, 

$11 

85 

Albert  Eddy, 

!9 

27 

R.  H.  Hall,  gravel, 

56 

Adam  Jackson,  labor  and  gravel, 

17 

40 

James  Foster,  labor 

1 1 

25 

Lyman  Williams,  " 

5 

40 

George  Williams,  " 

1 

50 

David  Williams,  " 

3 

00 

Fortis  Williams,  " 

1 

5o 

Charles  H.  Smith, 

5 

40 

John  Bolan,  " 

5 

40 

Owen  Gaffeney,  " 

1 

80 

Marshall  G.  Sumner,  " 

3 

00 

E.  B.  Lincoln,  labor  and  gravel, 

20 

05 

Louisa  Eddy,  gravel, 

6 

72 

R.  Eddy, 

25 

Hugh  Cosgrove,  labor, 

1 

5o 

Joseph  Brady,  " 

1 

50 

Lyman  B.  Williams,  " 

1 

5o 

Edwin  A.  Lincoln,  " 

80 

H.  Eddy, 

6 

90 

John  Hogan,  " 

4 

60 

George  B.  Crane,  labor  and  gravel, 

44 

90 

Josiah  Woodward  &  Sons,  labor  and 

gravel, 

105 

28 

$298  88 


District  No.  4.    George  A.  Lane,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  Appropriation,  $347  12 

Paid  John  H.  Arnold,           labor,  $45  20 

George  H.  Arnold,       gravel,  3  75 

William  A.  Lane,          labor,  5 1  20 

T.  B.  Thayer,                  "  15  60 

Samuel  Fletcher,             "  9  75 


2 
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Paid  Patrick  Day,  "               $13  20 

Augustus  L.  Pratt,  "                   3  00 

James  S.  Card,  "                 13  50 

Simeon  L.  Lane,  "                   4  50 

Elmer  E.  Lane,  "                  5  70 

Herbert  Wilbur,  "                 13  95 

Charles  Kenyon,  "                   2  25 

M.  Lambier,  "                  3  00 

Allen  D.  Lane,  gravel,             9  75 

Alvin  D.  Lee,  labor,               4  20 

Hiram  Chapman,  "                10  00 

Walter  H.  Lane,  "                 19  30 

Cyril  S.  Sweet,  "                  2  75 

David  C.  Lane,  "                  3  65 

George  A.  Lane,  "  101  30 
George  A.  Lane,  plank  and  spikes,       8  57 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lane,  gravel,  3  00 

  $347  12 

District  No.  5.     J.  Stephen  Wood,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $296  1 1 

Paid  John  D.  Hardon,  labor,                $16  45 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,  "                     6  40 

J.  Otis  Sweet,  "                    32  10 

Joseph  N.  Tibbits,  "                    25  20 

John  S.  Wood,  "                    53  35 

T.  C.  Carver,  "                      5  00 

W.  Carpenter,  "                      1  50 

W.  R.  Forbes,  "                     3  00 

Charles  Bruce,  "                      1  35 

S.  H.  Cobb,  "                      1  50 

Jason  Thompson,  "                      4  20 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  "                    13  75 

W.  W.  Smith,  "                    19  36 
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Paid  Joseph  Sweet,  for  labor,  $o  75 

Charles  Rogers,           "  2  70 

Moses  Hunt,                "  13  85 

W.  W.  Smith,              "  44  4 

John  Hardon,  gravel,  1  60 

S.  H.  Cobb,                 "  I  56 


Not  expended,  $88.05. 


$208  06 


District  No.  6.    Earl  C.  White,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation,  $251  87 

Paid  Everett  R.  Leonard,  for  labor,  $41  55 

George  L.  Titus,               "  19  65 

Oren  Wilbur,  Jr.,              "  48  40 

Philip  P^agan,                    "  18  90 

Henry  Leonard,                "  1  50 

Elijah  Haskell,                 "  1  35 

Barney  F.  Woodward,       "  2  88 

Earl  C.  White,                 "  80  23 

Moses  Lincoln,  for  gravel,  1  86 

G.  Washburn,  for  spikes,  75 

Joseph  L.  Newcomb,  for  lumber,  5  00 

Joseph  L.  Newcomb,  for  gravel,  1  41 

Alden  H.  Leonard,  for  lumber,  2  40 

Harriet  A.  Newcomb,       "  75 


Earl  C.  White,  for  gravel,  631  loads,    25  24 

  $251  87 


District  No.  7.    B.  F.  Woodward,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $288  93 

Paid  Earl  C.  White,  for  gravel,  $12  60 

Hannah  Lincoln,        "  5  30 

Moses  Lincoln,  "  115 
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Paid  Frank  D.  Hunt,  for  labor,  $61  60 

Samuel  Draper,  "  6  50 

Fred.  Draper,  "  2  40 

Elbridge  Keith,  "  14  14 

George  Keith,  "  5  85 

B.  F.  Woodward,  "  176  84 

Sidney  Pratt,  255 


$288  93 


District  No.  8.    John  H.  Lincoln,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $311  96 


W.  E.  Washburn,  for 

labor, 

$5 

30 

C.  Leonard, 

(i 

3 

90 

D.  Washburn, 

<< 

5 

40 

W.  D.  Washburn, 

5 

40 

D.  B.  Field, 

(( 

5 

17 

A.  Boudry, 

tt 

4 

35 

M.  0.  Lincoln, 

a 

15 

13 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

a 

20 

01 

J.  H.  Washburn, 

4 

05 

O.  Drayton, 

it 

3 

97 

A.  D.  Washburn, 

3 

30 

E.  C.  Lincoln, 

a 

12 

22 

E.  R.  Lincoln, 

a 

6 

61 

A.  W.  Bolton, 

a 

5 

40 

F.  H.  Lincoln, 

3 

97 

L.  S.  Lincoln, 

a 

1 1 

52 

W.  S.  Lincoln, 

a 

3 

97 

H.  T.  Lincoln, 

a 

6 

00 

E.  R.  Lothrop, 

a 

5 

00 

S.  A.  Dean, 

a 

5 

00 

0.  B.  Dean, 

a 

7 

54 

E.  W.  Dean, 

( t 

2 

77 
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Paid  J.  W.  Godfrey,  for  work  and  gravel,   $15  18 

J.  H.  Leonard,        "  4  33 

F:  White,              "  1  35 

C.  L.  Lincoln,         "  1  50 

A.  J.  Lothrop,  "  2  00 
L.  S.  &  J.  H.  Lincoln,  2,154  feet 

plank  and  lumber,  at  3  cts.  per  foot,  64  62 

S.  L.  Leonard,  for  labor,  5  8 1 

G.  H.  Leonard,       "  4  80 

A.  H.  Leonard,  for  work  and  gravel  21  31 

Wm,  D.  Witherell,    "  7  40 

Silas  W.  Lincoln,  work  and  gravel,  22  05 

J.  H.  Lincoln,  for  labor,  15  63 


$311  96 


ALMSHOUSE  INCOME  AND  HOUSEHOLD 
EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $375  80 
Paid  Josiah  Woodward*,  for  grain  and  groceries,       1 18  44 

Maynard  Newcomb,      "  "              125  51 

Caleb  B.  Witherell,      "  "              160  67 

Stafford  &  Co.,            "  "              118  41 

0.  H.  Lane,  for  meat,  106  42 
E.  A.  Briggs  &  Co.,  for  grain,  219  92 

B.  B.  Grossman,  for  paying  sundry  bills,  as 

per  book,  123  81 

1.  S.  Crowell,  for  fish,  12  98 

C.  D.  Lane,  for  one-quarter  beef,  7  48 
J.  H.  Blandin,  for  soap,  3  50 
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Paid  Henry  C.  Perry,  for  boots  and  shoes,  $6  60 
Silas  A.  Stone,  for  boots  and  pigs,  10  50 
Blacksmithing,  »  5  53 
W.  D.  Witherell,  for  meat,  groceries,  etc.,  34  61 
Patrick  Gallagan,  for  2  pigs,  8  00 
Dr.  Rounds,  for  medical  attendance,  13  25 
Silas  R.  Goff,  for  saws  and  repairs,  3  25 
S.  A.  Draper,  for  potatoes,  2  85 
Estate  of  S.  Colby,  for  clothing,  21  32 
Moses  Lincoln,  for  load  of  jointings,  1  00 
J.  Stephen  Wood,  phosphate,  14  25 
F.  J.  Witherell,  for  repairing  harness,  2  95 
Barnum  B.  Crossman,  for  services  as  Super- 
intendent, 225  00 


$1,722  08 

Gr. 

Stock  on  hand  at  Almshouse,  February  26,  1883,  $398  00 

Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account,  289  73 

Board  of  45  tramps,  11  25 

Sixteen  funerals,  24  00 

Support  of  11  paupers  for  year,  999  10 


$1,722  08 

Expense  per  head  for  each  pauper,  $88  81. 


ALMSHOUSE  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

To  real  estate,  buildings,  household  furniture, 
utensils,  farm  implements,  as  per  inven- 
tory, $i,958  75 

Paid  Allen  D.  Lane  &  Co.,  lumber,  16  94 
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Paid  William  D.  Witherell,  lumber,  blanket  and 

stove,  #10  00 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  labor,  etc.,  28  66 

Geo.  White,  repairs  of  sled  and  harrow,  650 

Benj.  E.  Sweet,  lumber,  14  19 

Stafford  &  Co.,  nails,  5  97 

Moses  Lincoln,  lumber  and  planing,  2  18 

E.  L.  Briggs,  repairs,  2  40 


$2,045  59 

Cr. 

By  wear  and  tear,  fuel  consumed,    1  $45  59 

Balance  representing  town  investment,  2,000  00 

 t_ 

$2,045  59 


RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE 

For  Pork,  $21  15 

Calves,  27  80 

Butter,  62  29 

Poultry,  48  75 

Rye  Straw,  -                                       15  22 

Eggs,  91  18 

Milk,  vegetables,  etc.,  4  80 

Onions,  10  54    t  . 

Premium,  8  00 


$289  73 
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INVENTORY,  FEBRUARY  26,  1883. 

INCOME  ACCOUNT. 


4  tons  English  hay,  $80  00 
1-2  ton  meadow  hay,  3  00 
21  bushels  rye,  21  00 
17  bushels  corn,  15  00 

5  bushels  meal,  4  00 
1-2  ton  rye  straw,  7  00 
12  cords  market  wood,  36  00 

12  cords  split  and  sawed  wood,  60  00 

13  bushels  potatoes,  13  00 
12  bushels  small  potatoes,  6  00 

2  bushels  onions,  2  00 

2  1-2  hams,  8  00 

60  lbs.  beef,  6  00 

400  lbs.  pork,  48  00 

1-4  bbl.  soap,  1  00 

1  1-2  bbls.  flour,  10  00 

2  bushels  turnips,  1  00 
90  lbs.  lard,  1 1  00 
10  lbs.  butter,  4  00 
25  lbs.  crackers,  2  00 
1-3  box  of  hard  soap,  1  00 
30  baskets,  7  00 
44  fowls,  27  00 

3  swine,  25  00 

$398  00 
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INVENTORY  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  FARM 

BUILDINGS,  WAGONS,  STOCK,  Etc. 

House,  barn,  outbuildings  and  farm,  $1,200  00 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding  and  utensils,  250  00 

Three  cows  and  one  heifer,  150  00 

One  horse,  125  00 

One  express  wagon,  75  00 

One  farm  wagon  and  one  cart,  40  00 

One  pung  and  grindstone,  12  00 

One  cultivator  and  three  plows,  10  00 

Three  harnesses,  20  00 
One  wheelbarrow  and  three  binding  chains,  three 

draft  chains,  9  00 

One  hearse,  30  00 

Sundry  tools,  35  00 

One  sled,  halter,  two  blankets  and  surcingle,  14  00 

Ten  thousand  cedar  shingles,  $3  per  M,  30  00 


$2,000  00 


INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE,  FEBRUARY,  26, 


Allen  Hill,  72  years  of  age. 

James  Walker,  74  " 

Silence  Bates,  66 

Lucinda  Smith,  80  " 

Hannah  L.  Smith,  57  •* 

Lydia  Shepley,  72  " 

Solomon  Hodges,  73  " 

Nancy  Hodges,  57  " 
3 
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Merick  O.  Newcomb,  59  years  of  age. 

Patrick  O'Brine,  54 
Williams  B.  Wheeler,  admitted  April  8th, 

1882,  78 
Frank  Gardner,  admitted  Nov.  22,  1882,  49 
Robert  Dixson,  admitted  Feb.  2,  1882,        57  " 
Whole  number  for  year,  13. 
Present  number,  13. 
Average  number  for  year,  11  1-4. 


POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE,  1882. 


Paid  town  of  Attleboro,  aid  to  John  Leedham,  $16  00 
"              "         aid  to  and  burial  of  B.  G. 

Skinner,  45  1 5 

"         Easton,  aid  to  Marcus  W.  Wheeler,  9  00 

"  "  aid  to  William  B.  Wheeler,  10  50 
"              "      medical  aid  to  Ellen  V.  Kee- 

nan,  5  00 

Dr.  Rounds,  aid  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  2  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  1853 

Samuel  Hodges,    "         "          "  18  75 

O.  H.  Lane,         "         "  21  05 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  to  Josiah  Harvey,  2  40 

George  H.  Arnold,  aid  to  "         "  1  35 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  aid,  wood,  "         "  1  50 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,            "         "  5  29 

M.  Newcomb,  aid  to         "         "  3  75 

E.  C.  White,  aid  to  Perez  Forstor,  52  00 

Dr.  Rounds,  aid  to  W.  D.  Washburn,  7  00 

"        "       Wm.  E.  Washburn,  7  25 

Samuel  Fletcher,  1  50 
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Paid  George  H.  Arnold,  aid  to  Samuel  Fletcher 

and  boy,  $10  69 
W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  Wm.  E.  Washburn,  5  00 
M.  Newcomb,  aid  to  M.  W.  Wheeler,  6  00 
Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  W.  D.  Washburn,  1  00 
Sallie  Lincoln,  aid  to  Nancy  Lincoln,  19  50 
J.  S.  Wood  and  others,  aid  to  Mrs.  M.  Fitz- 
gerald, 18  44 
Mrs.  J.  Briggs,  aid  to  Esther  Briggs,  6  00 


$294  65 


POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 

Paid  P.  T.  and  H.  S.  Washburn,  and  others,  fune- 
ral expense,  Freetown,  of  Mrs.  E.  West- 
gate, 

Drs.  Rounds  and  Allen,  aid  to  Mrs  E.  West- 
gate,  Freetown, 

M.  Newcomb,  aid  to  Mrs.  E.  Westgate,  Free- 
town, 

Dr.  Rounds,  aid  to  Henry  A.  White,  Easton, 
Dr.  Rounds,  aid  to  Henry  G.  Leonard,  Can- 
ton, 

Dr.  Wild,  aid  to  Henry  G.  Leonard,  Canton, 
M.  Newcomb,  aid  to   Henry  G.  Leonard, 
Canton, 

W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  and  funeral  expenses, 

child,  Canton, 
A.  A.  Woodward,  aid  to  John  F.  Hogan, 

Taunton, 


#15  o° 
8  00 

2  00 
16  50 

26  25 
4  00 

1  95 
12  00 
41  00 
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Paid  Dr.  Rounds,  aid  to  Lucy  J.  Washburn,  Re- 


hoboth, 

$9 

5o 

W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  Lucy  J.  Washburn, 

Rehoboth, 

Dr.  Wild,  aid  to  Betsey  Washburn,  Brockton 

2 

00 

Dr.  Rounds,  " 

5 

00 

-J.  H.  Leonard, 

3 

47 

G.  L.  Kimball,  aid  to  A.  A.  Boody, 

3 

00 

William  A.  Lane,  aid  to  Edwin  F.  Thurber, 

Attleboro, 

3 

82 

W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  L).  K.  Leonard,  btate 

Massachusetts, 

75 

P.  S.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin  and  express, 

Larran  child,  State, 

2 

50 

W.  A.  Lane,  aid  to  David  Sigon,  State, 

6 

00 

W.  D.  William,  aid  to  Win.  Reed,  Brockton, 

3 

00 

Dr.  Rounds,  aid  to  Mary  Oakes,  Lowell, 

1 

$183  70 

STATE  AID. 

(Chapter  30,  General  Statutes.) 
Paid  to  sundry  persons,  $388  00 


PAYMENTS  OF  DEBTS. 


Payment  of  all  outstanding  notes  and  interest 

against  the  town,  $4,167  90 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Austin  Messinger,  services  as  Town  Treas- 
urer, recording  births,  marriages,  deaths, 


postage,  etc., 

$62 

70 

Wm.  D.  Witherell,  services  as  Assessor, 

50 

00 

Silas  A.  Stone, 

50 

00 

William  A.  Lane, 

50 

00 

William  D.  Witherell,  services  as  Selectman 

and  Overseer  of  Poor, 

75 

00 

Silas  A.  Stone,  services  as  Selectman  and 

Ovpvsppr  of  Poor 

7  c 

00 

William  A.  Lane,  services  as  selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor, 

75 

00 

Earl  C.  White,  services  as  Tax  Collector, 

57 

Rev.  Wm.  H.  Reeby,  services'as  School  Com- 

mittee, 

45 

00 

Henry  G.  Danforth,  services  as  School  Com- 

mittee, 

45 

00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  services  as  Constable, 

7 

00 

$592 

20 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  E.  H.  Sweet  &  Co.,  printing  reports, 
C.  H.  Buffington,  printing, 
School  books,  furnished  by  School  Com- 
mittee, 

A.  Messinger,  paying  record  books,  stationery 
and  postage, 


$39  45 
3  65 

62  50 
3  75 
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Paid  William  D.  Witherell,  tax  book,  carfare,  post- 
age and  stationery,  $13  95 
Pratt  &  White,  printing,  50 
William  A.  Lane,  car  fare,  postage,  stationery, 

etc.,  5  94 

Silas  A.  Stone,  car  fare,  postage,  stationery, 

etc.,  3  48 

$138  22 


LOAN. 

Paid  John  Pickering  and  Mosely,  note  and  interest 

against  the  town,  $2,541  67 


BILLS  CONTRACTED  BEFORE  MARCH 
1,  1882. 

City  of  Chelsea,  aid  to  Mrs.  Sabin  Smith,  in  1881,  $5  00 

Town  of  Attleboro,  aid  to  J.  Leedham,  in  188 1,  8  57 

"               "        aid  to  B.  G.  Skinner,  in  1 88 1,  41  00 

M.  Newcomb,  aid  to  Mrs.  Brown,  in  1880,  7  31 

"          aid  to  W.  E.  Washburn,  in  188 1,  3  50 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  in  188 1,  1  29 

Town  of  Mansfield,  aid  to  M.  W.  Wheeler,  in  1881,  97  00 

"            "          aid  to  Geo. W.  Codding,  in  1 88 1,  87  55 

Samuel  Hodges,  wood  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  in  188  [,  20  38 

M.  Newcomb,  aid  to  E.  Westgate,  in  188  r,  6  75 

A.  A.  Woodward,  aid  to  J.  T.  Hogan,  in  188 1,  25  00 

C.  H.  Smith,  for  services  as  surveyor,  in  1881,  20  00 
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M.  Ncwcomb,  articles  for  town  hall,  in  1 88 1,  $$  85 

B.  H.  Richmond,  care  of  town  hall,  in  1881,  10  50 

S.  A.  Wetherell,  f or  gravel  for  town  hall,  in  1881,  75 

A.  P.  Holmes<  for  supplies  for  town  hall,  in  1881,  90 
Daniel  Bradley,  keeping  tramps  in  1880,  1  00 
O.  H.  Lane,  aid  to  Jonah  Harvey,  in  188 1,  4  00 
M.  Ncwcomb,  aid  to  Marcus  W.  Wheeler,  4  00 

B.  H.  Richmond,  constable  on  dogs,  1881,  5  00 


$355  35 


SNOW  BILLS. 


B.  H.  Richmond,  $33  50 

O.  E.  Walker,  93  1 5 

Charles  H.  Smith,  47  10 

Cyril  S.  Sweet,  78  53 

J.  S.  Wood,  44  69 

Earl  C.  White,  42  70 

Chas.  H.  Makepeace,  24  97 

John  H.  Lincoln,  48  00 


$412  64 


ACCOUNT  WITH  TOWN  HALL. 
Dr. 

M.  Newcomb,  supplies  to  hall,  S8  72 

Lewis  &  Moor,  railing,  25  00 

J.  S.  Wood,  for  coal,  17  70 

Isaac  T.  Braman,  hitching  posts,  25  00 
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B.  H.  Richmond,  care  of  hall,  8  oo 

T.  B  Wctherell,  repairs  on  hall,  2  88 

S.  A.  Stone,  articles  for  hall,  3  oo 

Hiram  Smith,  care  of  hall,  27  00 

$117  30 

Cr. 

Received  for  use  hall,  $109  00 

Coal  on  hand,  8  30 

$117  30 


RECAPITULATION. 


for  support  of  schools, 

$2,635  33 

Repairs  of  school-houses, 

249  90 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges, 

2,411  95 

Poor  at  almshouse, 

1,346  28 

Repairs  at  almshouse, 

86  84 

Support  of  poor  out  of  almshouse, 

294  65 

Support  of  poor  belonging  to  other  towns,     183  70 

State  aid, 

388  00 

Temporary  loan  and  interest, 

2,541  67 

Outstanding  notes  and  interest, 

1,626  23 

Town  officers, 

592  20 

Incidental  expenses, 

138  22 

Bills  contracted  in  1881, 

355  35 

Snow  bills, 

412  64 

Expense  of  town  hall, 

1 17  30 

$13,380  26 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

For  Roads  and  Bridges,  $2,500  00 

Poor  and  incidental,  2,000  00 

Schools,  2,000  00 

Repairs  of  school-houses,  200  00 

Snow  bills,  500  00 

Paying  debts,  1,000  00 

State  tax,  980  00 

County  tax,  863  37 

#10,043  37 


Since  the  settlement  of  March  1st,  1883,  upon  petition 
of  the  selectmen  a  resolve  has  passed  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  to  engrossment  authorizing  the  payment  of 
#268  from  the  State  Treasury  to  the  town  of  Norton,  the 
same  being  nine  years  arrears  of  Bank  Tax  from  1873  to 
1882.  Also  the  state  has  allowed  $9.43  for  board  of 
Edward  R.  Walcottat  the  almshouse  in  1881,  which  adds 
to  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  town  as  shown  by  the  Audit- 
ing Committee's  report  and  makes  a  balance  in  favor  of  the 
town  of  $1,180.43,  and  a  gam  from  last  year  of  $2,196.65. 

W.  D.  WITHERELL,  )  Selectmen 
SILAS  A.  STONE,  of 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  )  Norton. 

Norton,  March  1st,  1883. 

<  4 
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Assessors'  Report, 

May  i,  1882. 


Total  valuation  of  real  estate,  $629,725  00 

personal  estate,  168,175  00 


Total,  $797,900  00 

Total  tax  committed  to  collector,  $10,446  80 

Tax  or  rate,  per  $1,000,  $12  00 

Number  of  polls,  436 

Tax  on  each  poll,  $2  00 

Number  of  horses,  298 

cows,  337 

"           sheep,  12 

"           dwelling  houses,  372 

"           acres  of  land,  16,791  1-2 


W.  D.  WITHERELL,  )  Assessors 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  }  of 
SILAS  A.  STONE,      )  Norton. 
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Treasurer's  Report. 


Dr. 


Cash  in  Treasury,  March  1st,  1882,  $1,001  56 

Received  borrowed  money,  2,500  00 

of  City  of  Taunton,  213  00 

City  of  Fall  River,  77  50 

City  of  Brockton,  24  47 

Town  of  Rehoboth,  28  93 

Town  of  Easton,  25  00 

Town  of  Attleboro,  3  82 

Town  of  Freetown,  45  25 

for  sale  of  old  Town  Hall,  175  00 
out    building  at  old  Town 

Hall,  5  50 
stove  at  old  Town  Hall,  6  00 
for  board  of  Frank  Gardiner,  (at  Alms- 
house), 4  50 
Peddler's  license,  6  00 
of  Hannah  Freeman,  (aid  returned),  1  56 
Received  of  State  Treasurer  for  Corporation  tax,  *73  66 

Nat'l  Bank  tax,  *8oo  12 

State  aid,  225  00 

Military  aid,  53  00 


*  $50.61  of  the  above  Corporation  and  Bank  tax  was  secured  upon  claim 
by  the  Selectmen  for  additional  allowance  for  the  year  1882,  and  allowed  by 
the  Board  of  Appeal. 
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Received  of  State  Treasurer  for  State  paupers,  $1000 

Income  from  State 

school  fund,  233  81 

Received  of  County  Treasurer,  dog  fund,  189  05 

for  use  of  Town  Hall,  109  00 

sale  of  bricks,  2  70 

sale  of  school  books,  3  08 

income  of  Town  Farm,  289  73 

from  C.  V.  Rollin,  for  freight  refunded,  3  72 

J.  S.  Wood,  collector,  for  1 88 1,  106  10 


Earl  C.  White,  collector,  for  1882,  9,591  23 

$15,808  29 


Cr. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  the  selectmen,  $  1 3,380  26 


State  tax,  980  00 

Abatement  of  taxes,  188 1,  8  08 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1882,  69  98 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  1st,  1883,               1,369  97 


$15,808  29 


AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1882. 


Date. 

Name. 

Name  of  Parents. 

May 

23- 

Arleen  Kilbourn. 

Jerome  B.  and  Carrie  A. 

17. 

Alice  M.  King. 

Artemas  C.  and  Mary  B. 

Oct. 

t. 

George  Lambert. 

Mitchell  and  Julia. 

March  4. 

Mary  R.  Filbee. 

Lucam  and  Mary. 

Nov. 

4- 

George  Tomby. 

Laurie  and  Jemima. 

16. 

 Cookson. 

Thomas  J.  and  Jane  E. 

Feb. 

1 1. 

Caleb  S.  Wetherell 

C.  Bowen  and  Delia  A. 

April 

4- 

Charles  A.  Fisk. 

S terry  F.  and  Mary  J. 

Oct. 

29. 

 Curtis. 

Gilbert  R.  and  Anna  L. 

Jan. 

13. 

Herbert  L.  Kelly. 

Henry  H.  and  Annie  M. 

Dec. 

22. 

Jessie  E.  Keenan. 

Frank  L.  and  Marietta  A. 

July 

6. 

Hattie  W.  Danforth. 

Henry  G.  and  Mary  J. 

Oct. 

i5- 

Alfred  P.  Talbot. 

Geo.  H.  and  Delia. 

Apr. 

12. 

Maud  M.  Coyle. 

Barney  F.  and  Maggie  A. 

T  1 

July 

19. 

Catherine  Sullivan. 

Timothy  and  Mary. 

Apr. 

1 1. 

John  Fitzgerald. 

William  F.  and  Anna. 

Dec. 

John  Love. 

John  and  Mary. 

Oct. 

6. 

Gertrude  A.Blanding. 

Lester  D.  and  Eliza  J. 

Dec. 

1.3. 

Anna  Kennedy. 

Thomas  and  Kate. 

July 

19. 

Caroline  E.  Ginella. 

Herman  and  Elizabeth. 

April 

8. 

J.  Henry  Larran. 

(Illegitimate)  Delia. 

Feb. 

14. 

George  F.  Jessier. 

George  B.  and  Celista  M. 

Oct. 

10. 

 Bruce. 

George  and  Susan  F. 

Nov. 

1. 

Howard  A.  Foster. 

Walter  E.  and  Elvia  B. 

July 

5- 

Howard  Washburn. 

Everett  W.  and  Ella  F. 

Sept. 

1 1. 

Henry  E.  White. 

Henry  A.  and  Ella  J. 

Feb. 

i5- 

Lester  H.  Holmes. 

John  M.  and  Calista  S. 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Clerk. 
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DEATHS 

IN  NORTON  IN  THE 

YEAR 

188 

2. 

Date. 

Name. 

Years.  Months. 

Day* 

January 

28. 

Julia  A.  Willis, 

J 

6 

28 

February 

1 1. 

Samuel  R.  Lincoln, 

8l 

6 

21 

March 

J- 

E.  Mabel  Westgate, 

8 

27 

4- 

Ann  Eliza  Carter, 

•4-° 

6 

22 

27. 

Mary  L.  Conant, 

8  c; 

I 

April 

10. 

Samuel  Hartshorn, 

AO 

27 

14. 

Albion  Butts, 

2A 

August 

22. 

J.  Henry  Larran, 

*t 

14 

October 

Caroline  E.  Ginella, 

2 

20 

Micah  B.  Allen, 

71 

8 

9 

28. 

Daniel  Cosgrove, 

70 

May 

8. 

Orion  Leonard, 

I 

1 1 

Novemb'r  1 1. 

Dency  Lincoln, 

78 

7 

17 

7- 

Rhoda  Messinger, 

90 

6 

15 

Elizabeth  S.  Briggs, 

17 

28 

9- 

Charles  H.  Briggs, 

74 

7 

27 

Decemb'r  10. 

Jason  Thompson, 

67 

3 

26 

19. 

George  R.  Leonard, 

72 

8 

13 

23- 

Benjamin  Williams, 

76 

7 

2 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Clerk. 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  NORTON  IN 

1882. 


Date. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Age. 

Jan. 

28. 

Edwin  L.  Wet  here]  1, 

Norton, 

17 

Annie  M.  Lee, 

Attleboro, 

16 

March  25. 

Lewis  C.  Bassett, 

Taunton, 

32 

Justina  O.  Smith, 

Taunton, 

27 

./April 

T  1 

1  5- 

William  T.  Cowing, 

Taunton, 

30 

Ida  C.  Talbot, 

Norton, 

27 

Madison  Edwards, 

Falmouth, 

29 

Mary  Ella  Blanding, 

Norton, 

30 

1 0. 

Otis  B.  Crossman, 

Norton, 

29 

Mary  N.  Baldwin, 

Coventry,  R.  L, 

20 

May 

28. 

Alonzo  Brownell,, 

Taunton, 

22 

Mary  Ann  Taylor, 

Norton, 

21 

Henry  M.  Tupper, 

Norton, 

28 

Jennie  M.  Lothrope, 

Norton, 

18 

July 

6. 

Adoniram  J.  Went  worth, 

Bridgewater, 

27 

Ida  Adams, 

Bridge  water, 

'9 

18. 

Walter  E.  Foster, 

Norton, 

26 

Eliza  B.  Eddie, 

Glocester,  R.L, 

26 

Sept. 

12. 

Philip  C.  Pike, 

Norton, 

21 

Olive  A.  Pike, 

Norton, 

2 1 

19. 

Robert  Smith, 

Attleboro, 

22 

Ida  E.  Eddy, 

Norton, 

18 

Oct. 

25. 

Frederick  E.  Bodman, 

Attleboro, 

23 

Lydia  A.  Walker, 

Norton, 

23 
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Date. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Age. 

Oct. 

26. 

Jeremiah  Pierce, 

Maiden, 

66 

Laura.  E.  Godfrey, 

Norton, 

OO 

Nov. 

26. 

Peter  McCue, 

Norton, 

28 

Zilder  Bushee, 

Taunton, 

27 

Dec. 

29. 

Fred.  L.  Mitchell, 

Norton, 

23 

Emma  F.  Lavender, 

Norton, 

29. 

George  S.  G.  Skinner, 

Norton, 

22 

Angie  Pike, 

Norton, 

18 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Clerk. 
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DITIHG  COMMITTEE'S  pijT. 


Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  Sundry  Persons. 

Dr. 


Amount  due  schools, 

to  balance  account, 


Cr. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer, 
due  from  Rehoboth, 
due  from  Canton, 
due  for  State  and  military  aid, 


Net  balance  against  the  town,  March  I,  1882, 
Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  March  1883, 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  town, 


$1,011  98 
803  40 

$1,815  38 


$1,363  97 
27  96 

44  95 
378  50 

$1,815  38 

$1,115  82 
803  40 

$1,919  22 


We,  the  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the 
books  of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

ISAAC  T.  BRAMAN, 
C.  T.  OLDFIELD, 
FRANK  D.  HUNT. 

Norton,  March  1st,  1883. 
5 
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List  of  Jurors, 

Presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  for 
Acceptance. 


ALFRED  BARKER,         RUEL  L.  ROBINSON, 
CHARLES  G.  CLAPP,      LEWIS  H.  WILLIS, 
SILAS  R.  GOFF,  EMMONS  H.  LINCOLN, 

MARTIN  L.  KEITH,        JOHN  COYLE, 
JACOB  A.  LEONARD,     THEODORE  C.  CARVER, 
LLOYD  S.  LINCOLN,      JOHN  H.  LINCOLN, 
EVERETT  R.LEONARD,  CHARLES  HAGGERTY, 
GEORGE  A.  LANE,         ISAAC  T.  BRAMAN, 
CHAS.  H.  MAKEPEACE,  AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 
CHAS.  T.  OLDFIELD,     JOHN  H.  WHITE, 
CHAS.  C.  VALENTINE,    OREN  E.  WALKER, 
THOS.  B.  WITHERELL,  WILLIAM  W.  SMITH, 
GEORGE  B.  SHAW,         GEORGE  E.  HALL, 
BENJ.  E.  SWEET,  JOSEPH  G.  NEWCOMB, 

WILLIAM  H.  LANE. 


W.  D.  WITHERELL,  )  Selectmen 
SILAS  A.  STONE,  of 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  )  Norton. 


Norton,  March  1st,  1 883. 
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ort  of  The  School  Comm 


TTFF 


In  making  its  annual  report  your  committee  will  en- 
deavor to  confine  itself  to  material  facts  and  pertinent  sug- 
gestions. The  recommendations  we  offer  may  be  relied 
upon  as  the  fruit  of  close  scrutiny  and  ripe  reflection.  It 
hardly  seems  our  place  to  draw  the  picture  of  an  ideal 
school,  or  to  describe  the  features  of  perfect  teaching.  Yet 
we  can  affirm  that  we  have  faithfully  tried  to  urge  the 
schools  and  teaching  of  Norton  in  that  direction.  Let  us 
mention  some  of  the  steps  we  have  taken  to  realize  the 
ideal  and  approach  the  perfect. 

THE  EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

i.  We  have  employed  the  examination  of  teachers,  not 
merely  as  a  means  of  ascertaining  how  well  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  several  branches  they  are  required  to 
teach,  but  more  especially  as  an  opportunity  to  discover 
their  ideas  as  to  the  discipline,  management  and  instruc- 
tion of  schools,  and  to  discuss  the  proper  methods  and 
principles  of  conducting  our  seats  of  learning.  It  took  but 
a  moment  to  find  out  whether  the  candidate  had  a  sufficient 
familiarity  with  the  routine  of  studies,  which  is  pursued  in 
our  places  of  instruction.  "  But  having  that,  the  candidate 
had  but  the  smallest  part  of  a  teacher's  equipment.  The 
terms,  a  "good  scholar,"  and  a  "good  teacher,"  cannot  be 
put  in  the  form  of  an  equation.  A  professional  educator 
remarks  :  "  Not  infrequently  the  best  scholars  are  the  worst 
teachers."    Mindful  of  the  fact  that  scholarship  and  teach- 
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ing  do  not  grow  upon  the  same  stem,  we  have  touched  the 
former  lightly,  and  have  probed  deeply  for  natural  aptitude 
and  careful  training,  which  are  parts  of  an  efficient  teacher. 
At  the  same  time  we  have  sought  to  vividly  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  candidates  the  chief  ends  to  be  aimed  at  in 
instruction.  And  we  have  appealed  to  them  to  avoid  such 
methods  as  end  in  covering  the  mind  with  a  veneer  of 
superficial  knowledge,  or  in  burdening  it  with  a  millstone 
of  unassimilated  knowledge.  By  so  conducting  the  exami- 
nation of  teachers,  we  have,  as  we  think,  used  a  strong 
lever  for  placing  our  schools  upon  the  right  basis. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

Again  in  our  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  town  we  have 
aimed  by  precept  and  example  to  encourage  the  right,  and  to 
discourage  the  wrong,  objects  of  learning.  When  lessons 
have  been  recited  in  our  hearing,  we  have  striven  to  learn 
whether  they  came  from  the  understanding  of  principles, 
or  the  remembrance  of  paragraphs.  Is  study  a  discipline 
of  the  mind,  to  develop  the  power  of  thinking?  We  have 
made  it  a  point  to  see  if  it  has  been  turned  to  that  account. 
Is  it  the  stairway  of  a  knowledge  that  leads  to  an  intimacy 
with  definite  facts  and  operations  ?  We  have  labored  to  see 
if  those  tilings  have  come  within  the  firm  and  lasting  grip 
of  the  mind.  Whenever  the  recitations  would  admit  of  it, 
we  have  demanded  a  verification  of  the  thing  learned  by 
appeal  to  some  concrete  instance  in  practice.  And  when 
pupils  have  told  us  that  there  are  different  kinds  of  a  thing  : 
— e.  g.,  noun,  fraction,  civilization,  etc., — we  have  insisted 
upon  being  given,  in  the  scholar's  own  words,  a  description 
of  the  differences,  together  with  a  practical  illustration 
from  life.  Without  indulging  in  a  vein  of  fault-finding,  we 
have  made  it  a  rule  to  talk  directly  at  the  special  needs  of 
each  school.  And  in  many  cases  we  have  seen  our  advice 
bear  its  own  fruit. 
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TEACHERS'  MEETINGS. 

As  a  third  step  in  our  march  toward  the  ideal  and  per- 
fect we  have  held  a  series  of  teachers'  meetings,  which 
have  been  well  attended  by  teachers  and  by  a  few  members 
of  the  school  board.  At  these  meetings  the  f  an  lamental 
principles  of  teaching  have  been  freely  and  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed. Teachers  laid  bare  trying  situations,  and  perplex- 
ing problems  by  which  they  were  hampered,  and  invoked 
enlightenment  with  more  or  less  success.  One  leading 
aim  cherished  by  these  meetings  was  to  discover  how  teach- 
ing can  be  made  interesting,  as  well  as  effective.  It  is  a 
well  known  fact  that  the  ordinary  routine  of  school  life  is 
apt  to  be  monotonous  and  dispiriting.  Hence  there  is  a 
need  for  the  introduction  of  such  measures  as  will  make  it 
attractive  and  energizing.  Our  teachers'  meetings  kept 
that  need  in  view,  and  were  fertile  in  the  suggestion  of 
adequate  means  of  supply.  Our  motto  was  that  the  strong 
ought  to  bear  the  burdens  of  those  who  are  weak.  We 
called  upon  such  as  have  obtained  light  to  communicate 
the  same  to  their  fellow-workers.  And  in  the  course  of 
our  visits  we  have  seen  new  measures  adopted,  which,  the 
teachers  told  us,  were  brought  to  their  notice  at  the  teach- 
ers' meetings.  A  very  important  benefit  gained  is  the 
more  intimate  understanding  that  has  been  planted  be- 
tween teacher  and  committee,  and  fresh  inspiration  given 
to  both. 

OUR  SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

We  purpose  to  offer  some  remarks  upon  the  educational 
machine  at  work  in  Norton.  We  are  emboldened  to  do  so 
because  in  our  judgment  the  higher  welfare  and  progress  of 
our  schools  require  a  change  of  structure.  Without  impeach- 
ing the  present  form  of  government  we  claim  that  it  is  a 
barrier  to  the  proper  conduct  of  our  school  affairs.  It 
stands  to  reason  that  a  machine  best  fitted  to  operate  upon 
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and  through  our  schools  must  embrace  the  least  amount  of 
friction  possible,  and  must  run  with  the  most  equal  regu- 
larity, and  the  greatest  efficiency.  In  order  to  meet 
those  ends  the  machine  must  be  built  compactly,  so  that 
the  power  it  embodies  may  be  equally  distributed  through 
all  its  parts,  and  those  parts  may  co-operate  through  a 
directing  medium.  Does  the  educational  machine  of  Nor- 
ton answer  to  that  description  ?  Let  us  see.  Close  upon 
the  heels  of  the  town  meeting  comes  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  school  board.  Perhaps  six  or  seven  of  the  members 
assemble,  and  elect  a  chairman,  which  is  only  an  empty 
honor.  They  proceed  to  elect  a  visiting  and  examining 
committee,  and  a  secretary,  decide  upon  the  number  of 
weeks'  schooling  for  the  year,  agree  to  put  the  hire  of 
teachers,  and  the  regulation  of  terms  in  the  hands  of  the 
district  committee,  and  then  adjourn  for  a  year  or  until  an 
intervening  emergency  arises  in  which  the  state  laws  com- 
pel the  action  of  the  entire  board.  What  does  the  board 
do  to  secure  a  uniformity  of  care  and  supervision  for  the 
several  schools  and  school-houses?  Perhaps  some  will 
answer :  "  that  is  the  duty  of  the  visiting  committee."  They 
forget  that  the  power  to  hire  and  dismiss  teachers,  and  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  each  school  is  vested  in  the  committee 
for  each  district.  The  utmost  the  visiting  committee  can 
do  is  to  confront  the  ruling  power,  or  appeal  to  the  full 
board.  The  officials  who  are  paid  to  keep  the  schools 
under  close  inspection  have  no  executive  power  whatever 
over  the  things  they  inspect.  That  certainly  looks  like  a 
flaw,  or  a  waste  of  ammunition.  Look  at  this  illustration. 
"  Running  a  school,"  as  it  is  commonly  called,  involves  on 
the  teacher's  part  quite  a  complex  of  duties,  which  may  be 
performed  with  great  or  little  pains.  Now  where  shall  we 
find  a  safeguard  to  insure  the  taking  of  great  pains  ?  In  the 
long  run  it  will  turn  out  to  be  the  engaging  power,  to  whom 
the  teacher  is  accountable.     If  that  power  be  lax  or  indif- 
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ferent,  the  fact  will  show  itself  ill  the  condition  of  the 
school.  Teachers,  like  other  workmen,  are  bound  to  hold 
themselves  amenable  to  the  party  to  whom  they  owe  their 
position,  and  do  not  feel  under  obligation  to  square  their 
work  with  the  judgment  of  a  powerless  visitor.  Accord- 
ing to  the  present  school  system  of  Norton  a  sum  of  money 
is  devoted  to  the  supervision  of  schools,  a  board  of  two 
persons  is  selected  to  administer  supervision,  and  then  this 
board  is  shorn  of  anything  that  amounts  to  a  supervisory 
power.  That  to  say  the  least  is  an  anomalous  state  of 
affairs.  You  have  seen  the  system  as  it  is.  Let  us  offer 
a  few  suggestions  as  to  how  it  ought  to  be. 

The  school  board  as  a  whole  should  form  a  legislative 
and  advisory  body.  The  management  of  all  the  schools 
should  be  subject  to  its  undivided  action  and  approbation. 
The  board  should  not  move  in  any  transactions  through  its 
members,  but  should  act  through  an  agent  whom  it  shall 
appoint  from  year  to  year.  The  employment  and  dis- 
charge of  teachers,  the  care  of  the  schools,  together  with 
the  furnishing  of  all  supplies  for  schools  and  school-houses 
should  be  administered  by  its  agent,  authorized  and  sec- 
onded in  each  instance  by  the  board  at  regular  sessions. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  above  plan  does  not  convey 
any  despotic  or  high-handed  authority  to  one  person,  but 
does  arrange  for  a  systematic  and  impartial  management  of 
school  affairs,  to  be  conducted  by  the  member  of  the  board 
who  is  best  qualified  to  perform  it.  In  this  manner  the 
general  school-level  of  the  town  could  be  marked  out  by 
the  most  competent  person  in  town. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  THE  PLAN. 

1.    It  would  furnish  a  more  guarded  channel  for  the  hire 
of  teachers.    As  soon  as  it  is  generally  known  how  a  posi- 
tion in  our  schools  is  to  be  obtained,  applications  will  be 
made  in  due  form,  and  the  agent  can  select  the  best.  Dur- 
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ing  the  past  year  your  visiting  committee  has  been  be- 
sieged by  many  applicants,  with  whose  fitness,  experience, 
and  reputation  it  has  had  ample  means  to  become  acquaint- 
ed. Whereas  some  of  the  district  committee  have  had  to 
search  far  and  wide,  and  others  have  taken  the  friend  of 
whoever  has  put  in  the  first  request.  The  most  reliable 
way  of  securing  teachers  is  undoubtedly  through  a  dele- 
gated head. 

2.  When  a  workman  is  accountable  to  a  watchful  over- 
seer he  serves  very  differently  from  what  he  does  when  ac- 
countable to  one  who  keeps  no  watch,  and  is  not  a  judge  of 
the  work.  It  is  no  slur  upon  the  teacher  to  say  that  the 
management  of  a  school  that  is  under  bonds  to  meet  the 
standard  of  a  watchful  and  competent  agent  must  vary 
very  much  from  management  that  is  not  under  such  bonds. 

3.  It  is  but  just  that  the  several  schools  be  served  alike, 
and  faithfully  in  things  that  pertain  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  teacher  and  scholar.  The  buildings  with 
their  accessories  should  be  attended  to  by  an  even  hand. 
In  the  matter  of  blackboards,  maps,  heating  apparatus,  etc., 
all  the  schools  should  be  equally  well  furnished.  Equal 
distribution  has  never  yet  been  attained,  and  never  will 
be  until  it  is  guided  by  one  directing  hand,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  whole  board. 

4.  The  proposed  plan  is  in  the  interest  of  economy. 
This  point  alone  ought  to  carry  the  day  for  the  agent. 
Dighton,  for  example,  gets  more  out  of  a  supervision  of 
schools  for  about  the  same  that  is  paid  to  the  two  power- 
less visiting  committee  of  Norton.  It  gets  all  its  school 
supplies  at  wholesale,  instead  of  running  up  a  string  of 
small  accounts  at  the  store.  It  has  paid  no  more  for  fuel 
furnished  to  ten  schools  than  has  Norton  to  seven  schools. 
See  how  it  is  done.  The  proper  authority  in  Dighton  lets 
out  the  supply  of  wood  for  all  the  schools  to  the  lowest 
bidder.    During  the  past  three  years  it  has  paid  less  than 
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$5  per  cord  for  wood  cut  up,  and  packed  away,  ready  for 
use.  More  might  be  offered  on  this  point,  but  enough  has 
been  given  to  prove  that  the  whole  board,  acting  through 
an  agent,  is  a  gateway  to  economy. 

5.  Finally  the  proposed  plan  would  go  to  put  the  man- 
agement of  our  schools  upon  a  basis  of  business  dealings. 
As  it  now  is,  responsibility  for  expenditure  is  divided  up 
into  eight  independent  channels.  A  selectman  of  a  town 
in  Massachusetts  said:  "We  [the  selectmen  of  F — ]  would 
not  look  at  a  bill  brought  in  by  a  single  member  of  the 
school  board.  We  insist  that  every  cent  of  the  town's 
money  shall  be  laid  out  under  the  sanction,  and  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  board.  "  Ordinarily,  when  a  sum  of 
money  is  placed  in  the  keeping  of  a  board  of  officers,  to  be 
expended  for  a  certain  object,  responsibility  is  charged  to  the 
board  as  a  whole.  Why  should  exceptions  be  made  in 
favor  of  a  school  board  ?  A  citizen  asks  :  "  why  was  so 
much  spent  for  a  given  object  in  district  No. —  ?  "  Eight 
of  the  committee  are  just  as  helpless  to  give  an  answer  as  is 
the  citizen  himself.  Surely  that  is  a  loose  way  to  dispose 
of  the  town's  money.  The  only  business  way  is  to  make 
the  whole  board  responsible  for  every  item  of  expense. 
Such  are  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  school  boards  act- 
ing in  strict  co-operation  under  a  guiding  head.  We  trust 
that  they  will  be  cordially  received,  carefully  weighed,  and 
promptly  acted  upon. 

FREE  TEXT-BOOKS. 

There  is  a  law  upon  the  statute  books  of  Massachusetts 
permitting  towns  that  wish  to  do  so,  to  buy,  own  and  con- 
trol the  books  and  school  supplies  used  in  the  public 
schools.  According  to  this  arrangement  the  scholars  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  use  whatever  comes  in  the  line  of 
study.    Books,  pencils,  paper,  etc.,  are  town  property,  not 
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to  be  removed  from  the  building.  If  the  scholars  wish  to 
have  these  things,  they  must  procure  them,  and  keep  them 
at  home.  Some  cities  and  towns  have  adopted  the  system; 
and  find  that  it  works  admirably.  We  would  heartily 
recommend  this  town  to  adopt  it,  and  will  warrant  that 
such  action  will  not  be  regretted. 

SINGING. 

For  some  reason  or  other  very  little  is  clone  in  our  schools 
to  develop  a  musical  taste.  In  most  of  them  great  pains 
are  taken  to  improve  scholars  in  the  ability  to  express  their 
thoughts  on  paper  in  good  form,  and  to  drill  them  in  a 
general  knowledge  of  matters  that  are  not  caged  in  text- 
books. It  is  right  to  adorn  as  well  as  to  instruct  the  mind. 
Now  music  weaves  one  of  the  most  beautiful  threads  of 
life.  Yet  very  little  is  done  to  set  the  spinning  wheel  in 
motion.  At  one  of  our  teachers'  meetings  all  present 
deplored  the  condition  of  the  melodious  art  in  our  schools, 
and  expressed  a  unanimous  opinion  that  something  ought 
to  be  done.  A  gentleman  who  occupies  a  high  positson  in 
our  town  government  said  that  the  school  board  ought  to 
appoint  a  competent  person  to  teach  music  in  our  schools 
at  a  moderate  compensation.  At  any  rate  some  way  should 
be  adopted,  in  order  to  strike  the  latent  chords  in  youthful 
souls,  and  connect  them  with  tuneful  voices. 

CHANGE  OF  BOOKS. 

The  school  board  at  a  special  meeting  unanimously  voted 
to  adopt  Warren's  Geography  in  place  of  Harper's.  In  its 
opinion  the  former  has  many  points  of  superiority  over  the 
latter.  The  change  was  made  at  a  total  cost  to  the  town 
of  about  $60. 
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CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  general  condition  of  our  schools  is  as  good  as  the 
circumstances  will  admit.  In  fact  it  is  better  than  what 
we  have  a  right  to  expect,  under  the  present  method  of 
supervision.  Some  of  our  excellent  teachers  were  secured 
by  accident ;  —  that  is  to  say,  the  manner  of  their  employ- 
ment allowed  fully  as  many  chances  for  poor  as  for  good 
selections.  Thanks  to  our  good  fortune  most  of  the 
schools  have  been  in  good  hands.  How  long  they  will 
continue  so,  is  left  for  eight  independent  individuals  to 
answer.  Only  two  of  our  teachers  had  a  normal  school 
education.  However,  that  fact  is  not  to  be  laid  up  against 
their  ability  to  teach.  The  normal  school  cannot  make 
teachers.  If  the  right  vein  is  in  a  person,  the  normal  can 
bring  it  out.  But  if  it  is  absent,  the  normal  cannot  impart 
it,  or  create  a  substitute.  Our  mixed  or  district  schools  do 
not  furnish  a  good  soil  for  the  normal  methods  to  take  root 
in.  Hence  it  would  be  wise  for  us  to  avoid  the  normal 
craze,  and  get  teachers  with  the  greatest  possible  amount 
of  common  sense  to  the  square  inch.  The  school  at  the 
center  of  the  town  began  the  year  in  charge  of  Miss  Lucy 
Coolidge,  a  graduate  of  Wheaton  Seminary.  It  was 
her  principal  aim  to  care  for  the  wants  of  the  younger 
scholars,  who  had  previously  been  neglected.  She  suc- 
ceeded well,  but  found  the  school  too  large  to  manage  to 
her  own  satisfaction.  So  she  gave  way  to  Miss  A.  L. 
McCormick,  a  high  school  graduate,  who  by  hard  and  skill* 
ful  work  has  brought  the  school  into  rare  good  order. 
The  school  at  Lanes'  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Miss  Cora 
V.  Chace,  a  high  school  graduate.  She  took  it  barren  and 
weedy;  she  has  left  it  blooming  and  fruitful.  The  school 
at  the  Copper  Works  entered  the  year  under  Miss  A.  L. 
McCormick,  slipped  through  the  grip  of  Miss  E.  M.  Barker, 
and  for  the  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  L.  P.  Mc- 
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Cormick.  The  school  is  doing  well.  The  Barrowsville. 
school  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Miss  N.  F.  Alexander,  a 
normal  graduate.  She  has  worked  hard  to  turn  chaos  into 
order,  and  ignorance  into  intelligence,  and  the  school  ex- 
hibits marked  signs  of  her  efforts.  On  the  whole  this  is 
the  hardest  school  in  town  to  managed  It  appears  to  us 
as  though  a  strong  handed  male  teacher  is  needed  to  make 
this  school  what  it  ought  to  be  in  point  of  discipline.  The 
school  at  No.  5,  continued  in  the  care  of  Mr.  I.  W.  Wilcox 
who  has  taught  it  for  nine  consecutive  years.  It  shows  up 
in  about  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years.  The  school 
at  No.  6  has  also  had  the  services  of  a  male  teacher, 
Mr.  A.  A.  Lincoln,  a  graduate  of  the  Easton  high  school. 
Mr.  Lincoln  has  shown  what  a  live  male  teacher  can  do 
towards  arousing  and  invigorating  the  scholars'  wits,  which 
are  too  often  depressed  by  the  slavery  of  text-books.  The 
school  at  No.  7  spent  the  whole  year  under  the  tutelage  of 
Miss  A.  E.  Austin,  who  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  good 
teacher.  In  some  respects  this  school  shows  up  very  well. 
The  Winnicunnet  school  was  kept  during  the  summer  and 
fall  terms  by  Miss  F.  E.  Copeland  in  a  capable  manner. 
Miss  A.  McAllister  took  command  in  the  winter  term,  and 
faithfully  strove  to  conduct  the  task  of  instruction,  at  inter- 
vals between  the  reign  of  smoke  and  storm.  She  was 
bothered  through  the  term  by  defective  stove-pipe,  and 
the  term's  teaching  amounted  to  but  little  good.  The 
school  has  been  dwindling  away  until  it  has  come  to  be  the 
smallest  in  town. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  we  appeal  to  the  parents  and  guardians 
of  school  children  to  see  to  it  that  going  to  school  is  made 
to  be  as  regular  and  systematic  as  are  eating  and  sleeping. 
If  you  desire  that  your  charge  shall  in  the  future  be  prompt 
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in  business  and  on  hand  for  duty,  start  them  on  the  road 
by  insisting  upon  their  being  at  school  in  season.  When 
absence  or  tardiness  is  not  imperative  it  sows  deep  in  char- 
acter the  seeds  of  failure  in  life.  We  appeal  to  you  to  let 
the  teachers  govern  their  schools  unmolested  with  outside 
interference.  Don't  encourage  or  allow  the  children  to 
sit  in  judgment  on  the  teacher,  or  upon  the  way  in  which 
the  school  is  managed.  If  you  think  your  children  are  not 
properly  treated,  keep  it  a  secret  from  them,  and  consult 
the  teacher,  if  that  will  relieve  your  mind.  For  children 
to  be  broken  into  fault-finding  is  ruinous  to  their  present 
and  future  good.  Finally,  we  beg  the  citizens  of  Norton 
to  pay  thoughtful  and  earnest  heed  to  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  this  report.  Since  the  power  vested  in  your  vis- 
iting committee  is  practically  confined  to  the  voice  it  has 
in  the  town  report,  is  it  asking  too  much  to  request  a  con- 
siderate hearing  for  the  by  no  means  uncertain  sounds  of 
that  voice  ? 

W.  H.  REEBY, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
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SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

District  No.  i. 

Two  Terms. — Caspar  Carpenter,  Alfred  Carpenter,  Aus- 
tin Sweet,  George  Boynton. 

One  Term. — Frank  Boss,  Carrie  Briggs,  Samson  Ames, 
Mabel  Ames,  Katie  Coyle. 

District  No.  2. 

Two  Terms. —  Hattie  Freeman,  Elbert  Walker,  Mary 
Shaw,  Esther  Shaw,  Henry  Shaw. 

One  Term. — Josie  Bully,  Carlos  Freeman,  Florence 
Freeman. 

District  No. '  3. 

Three  Terms. — Percy  Sprague. 

Two  Terms. — Lottie  Willis,  John  McCabe. 

One  Term. — Minnie  Hogan,  Theresa  Jackson,  Lillie 
Lincoln,  Delia  Smith,  Russell  Eddy,  Arthur  Hogan,  George 
McCormick,  John  McCormick,  Theresa  Smith. 

District  No.  4. 
One  Term. — Rosa  Leddy,  Everett  Fletcher. 

District  No.  5. 
Two  Years. — Walter  Wood. 

Three  Terms. — Fannie  Wcgxl,  Frank  Harding,  Harry 
Wood. 

Two  Terms. — James  Goff,  Bertie  Tebbetts. 
One  Term. — Orren  Goff,  Arthur  Sweet,  Chester  Sweet, 
Horace  Sweet,  Minnie  Bruce,  Carrie  Carver. 
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District  No.  6. 

Three  Years. — Lizzie  Leonard,  Willie  Leonard. 
Two  Years. — Rhoda  Danforth. 

Two  Terms. —  Nellie  Lincoln,  Lillie  Holmes,  David 
Holmes,  Daniel  Woodward,  Edgar  Holmes. 

One  Term. — Eva  Danforth,  Bessie  Lane,  Harry  Leon- 
ard, Virgil  Leonard,  Merton  Lincoln. 

District  No.  7. 

Three  Terms. — Alton  White,  Warren  White. 
Two  Terms.  —  Minnie  Willis,  Luesia  White,  Alfred 
Keith. 

One  Term. — Fannie  Willis,  Helen  Butts,  Winnie  Butts, 
Lewis  Willis,  Kingman  White,  Albert  White,  Ellen  Keith. 

District  No.  8. 

One  Term. — Josephine  Leonard,  Lizzie  Larson,  Mary 
Leonard. 
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BY-LAWS 


Relating  to  Truants, 


Adopted  by  the  Legal  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Norton, 
May  28,  1879. 

Section  i. — The  town  hereby  assigns,  as  the  place  of 
confinement,  discipline  and  instruction  of  any  person  con- 
victed under  these  by-laws  as  an  habitual  truant,  the  State 
Primary  School  at  Monson,  until  such  time  as  the  County 
Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Bristol,  shall  establish  a 
convenient  place  in  said  County  of  Bristol,  after  which  any 
person  so  convicted  shall  be  confined  in  the  place  estab- 
lished by  said  County  Commissioners. 

Sec.  2. — Instead  of  such  confinement,  any  person  so 
convicted  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars,  or  in  the  alternative,  so  confined — to  be  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Court  before  whom  such  person  may  have 
been  brought. 

Sec  3. — Any  child  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  six- 
teen years,  residing  in  the  town,  who  shall  be  found  wandering 
about  in  the  streets  or  public  places  of  the  town,  or  having 
no  lawful  occupation  or  business,  not  attending  school,  and 
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growing  up  in  ignorance,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  be 
punished  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  in  the  preceding 
section  for  habitual  truants. 

Sec.  4. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  truant  officers  to 
inquire  into  all  violations  of  these  by-laws  relating  to  tru- 
ancy that  are  reported  to  them  by  a  teacher  or  member  of 
the  School  Committee,  and  to  do  all  acts  required  of  them 
herein  ;  and  they  alone  are  authorized  to  make  complaints 
for  violations  thereof,  and  carry  into  execution  the  judg- 
ment thereon. 

Sec.  5. —  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  teacher  of  any 
school  in  the  town,  who  knows  of  any  case  of  habitual  tru- 
ancy in  his  or  her  school,  to  give  immediate  information 
thereof  to  one  of  the  truant  officers  of  the  town. 

Sec  6. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  truant  officer,  prior 
to  making  complaint  before  any  Court,  to  notify  the  truant, 
his  parents  or  guardian,  of  the  penalty  for  the  offence.  And 
if  the  officer  can  obtain  satisfactory  pledges  of  reformation, 
which  pledges  shall  subsequently  be  kept,  he  shall  forbear 
to  prosecute. 

Sec  7. —  Any  truant  officer  who  knowingly  neglects 
the  duties  of  said  office  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  dollars. 

Sec  8. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  truant  officers  to 
keep  a  full  record  of  their  acts  and  doings,  and  to  make  an 
annual  report  to  the  School  Committee. 

A  true  copy.    Attest : 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Bristol,  ss. 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 
June  Term,  A.  D.,  1879. 

July  14,  1879. 

Approved. 

Lincoln  F.  Brigham, 

Chief  Justice  Superior  Court. 

A  true  copy.    Attest : 

Simeon  Borden,  Clerk. 

Sec.  9.  — The  town  hereby  assigns  as  the  place  of  con- 
finement, discipline  and  instruction  of  any  person  convict- 
ed under  these  by-laws  as  an  habitual  truant,  the  almshouse 
in  Norton  until  such  times  as  the  County  Commissioners  of 
the  County  of  Bristol  shall  establish  a  convenient  place  in 
said  County  of  Bristol,  after  which  any  person  so  convict- 
ed shall  be  confined  in  the  place  established  by  said  Coun- 
ty Commissioners. 

A  true  copy.    Attest  : 

Austin  messinge;r, 

Town  Clerk. 


June  16,  1882. 

Approved. 

Edmund  H.  Bennett, 

Judge  of  Probate  Court. 

A  true  copy.    Attest  : 

Wm.  E.  Fuller,  Register. 
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WARRANT  FOR  JlNNU/LTOWpEETII(G 


BRISTOL,  ss. 

To  D.  K.  Carpenter,  or  either  of  the  Constables 
of  the  Town  of  Norton,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters 
in  the  town  of  Norton,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall,  in  said 
Norton,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  April,  1883,  at  ten 
o'clock  a.m.,  then  and  there  to  act  upon  the  following 
articles,  to  wit : 

Article  i..  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting.  * 

ArL  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  3.  To  vote  "  Yes"  or  "No"  by  separate  ballots 
upon  the  question :  "  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year?" 

Art.  4.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  rela- 
tive to  a  claim  of  the  town  of  Easton  for  the  support  of 
Emily  A.  Eddy  and  children. 
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Art.  5.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  rela- 
tive to  the  proposition  of  Cyrus  Hicks,  asking  the  town  to 
accept  funds,  the  income  in  part  to  be  expended  for  keep- 
ing in  repair  his  private  burying-yard. 

Art.  6.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Art.  7.  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  poor 
and  incidental  expenses. 

Art.  8.    To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Art.  9.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  school 
houses. 

Art.  10.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  11.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
Jurors  as  presented  by  the  Selectmen. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  hire  a  physician  by  the  year  to  attend  the  sick  poor. 

Art.  14.  To  see  in  What  manner  the  town  will  expend 
their  money  for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  hire  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes  of  the  current  year,  and  to  issue  notes 
of  the  town  therefor,  and  to  make  payable  from  said  taxes 
the  debts  incurred  under  the  authority  of  this  vote. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  a  committee 
to  settle  with  the  selectmen  and  treasurer. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  paint  the 
town  hall,  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  a 
new  hearse,  and  make  appropriation  for  the  same. 
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Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  an 
addition  to  their  almshouse,  and  raise  money  for  the  same. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  of  the  body  of  this  warrant  at  each  of 
the  public  meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting.  Hereof  fail  not, 
and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  nineteenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

W.  D.   WITHERELL,  )  Selectmen 
SILAS  A.  STONE,      \  of 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  )  Norton. 
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OF  THE 


electien,  Overseers  of  Poor 


TREASURER,  AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 


AND 


School  Committee 


OF  THE 


Tear  Ending  March  /.  1884. 


NORTON,  MASS. 

Lane  Brothers'  Steam  Job  Print,  Howard  Street. 

1  8  8  4. 


Town  Officers. 


Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
JACOB  A.  LEONARD. 

Selectmen,  Assessors,  <t)><l  Overseers  of  Poor. 
WILLIAM  D.  WITHERELL,  WILLIAM  A.  LANE 

OREN  E.  WALKER. 


Rev.  W.  H.  REEBY 
GEO.  H.  ARNOLD. 
H.  G.  DANFORTH. 


Tax  Collector. 
.1.  S.  WOOD. 

School  Committee, 
H.  S.  FREEMAN.  2d., 
T.  C.  CARVER, 
GEO.  W.  WILD.  Jr., 


j.  m.  Mccormick. 

F.  D.  HUNT, 
OTIS  B.  DEAN. 


Constables, 

D.  K.  CARPENTER.  JOSEPH  N.  TIBBETTS. 

CYRIL  S.  SWEET.  C.  T.  OLDFIELD. 

Highway  Sit  rveyors, 

v.  a.  clapp.  william  h.  codding, 

john  m.  Mccormick.  m.  galligan, 

j.  stephen  wood.  earl  c.  white, 

e.  d.  keith.  john  h.  lincoln. 


Selectmen's  Report, 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
No.  1. 

Paid  A.  Louise  McCormick,  12  weeks,  Winter 

term,  $120.00 
11   weeks.  Spring 

term,  110.00 

Arthur  A.  Lincoln,  11  weeks,  Fall  term,  110.00 

10  weeks,  Winter  term,  100.00 

H.  Barstow,  care  of  house,  Winter  term,  6.00 
W.  C.  Clapp,  »          "      Spring,  Fall  and 

Winter  terms,  13.00 

J.  S.  Wood,  coal  and  kindlings,  20.78 

School  furnishings,  2.70 


$482.48 

No.  2. 

Paid  Cora  V.  Chase,  10  weeks,  Spring  term,  $87.50 

I.  W.  Wilcox,  10  weeks,  Fall  term,  87.50 

12  weeks,  Winter  term,  108.00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  for  wood,  2.75 

I.  T.  Braman,  for  wood,  17.75 

Carlos  D.  Freeman,  care  of  house,  one  year,  9.00 

School  furnishings,  13.15 


$325.65 
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No.  3. 

Paid  Lila  P.  McCormick,  11  weeks,  Spring  term,  $88.00 

11  weeks,  Fall  term,  93.50 

10  weeks,  Winter  term,  90.00 

Josiah  Woodward,  for  wood,                      '  18.00 

Joseph  AY.  Coyle,  care  of  house,  Spring,  3.00 

McCormick  and  McCabe,  care  of  house,  Fall,  2.75 

Eugene  Gaifney,  care  of  house.  Winter,  5.00 

"          "       sawing  wood,  4.00 

getting  in  shingles,  1.50 

School  furnishings,  16.fi 7 


$322.42 


No.  4. 


Paid  Mattie  J.  Crawford,  10  weeks,  Spring  term,  $100.00 

1 1  weeks ,  Fall  term ,  110.00 

11  weeks,  Winter  term,  110.00 

Flora  E.  Fletcher,  care  of  house,  3.00 
Chas.  A.  Freeman,  care  of  house,  Fall  and 

Winter,  9.00 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  wood,  etc.,  21.66 

School  furnishings,  15.88 


$369.54 


No 


Paid  I.  W.  Wilcox,  11  weeks,  Spring  term,  $88.00 

F.  E.  Copeland,  11  weeks,  Fall  term,  93.50 

10  weeks,  Winter  term,  85.00 

Geo.  E.  Smith,  care  of  house,  one  year,  10.50 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  wood,  17.00 

School  furnishings,  13.07 


$307.07 
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No.  6. 

Paid  Arthur  A.  Lincoln,  10  weeks,  Spring  term,  $80.00 

care  of  house,  "       "  2.00 

Cora  V.  Chase,  10  weeks,  Fall  term,  80.00 

12  weeks,  Winter  term,  108.00 
Harry  Leonard,  care  of  house,  Fall  and  Winter,    7 .00 

E.  C.  White,  for  wood,  21.00 

School  furnishings,  12.25 


$310.25 


No.  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  10  weeks,  Spring  term,  $70.00 

10  weeks,  Fall  term,  70.00 

"       12  weeks,  Winter  term,  84.00 

Alfred  Keith,  care  of  house,  Winter,  6.00 

F.  I).  Hunt,  for  wood,  12.00 

School  furnishings,  4.16 


$246.16 


No.  8. 

Paid  Alary  E.  Whitcomb,  11  weeks,  Spring  term,  $99.00 

M.  E.  Wilbur,  11  weeks,  Fall  term,  99.00 

^       10  weeks,  Winter  term,  90.00 

C.  Bretton,  care  of  house,  Spring  and  Fall,  11.00 

F.  L.  Lincoln,  care  of  house,  Winter,  5.00 

O.  B.  Dean,  for  wood  and  sawing,  29.00 

School  furnishings,  22.60 

$355.60 


Total, 


$2,719.17 
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REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
No.  1. 

Paid  Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  setting  glass,  $  .40 

W.  H.  Reeby,  repairs,  3.50 


$3.90 


No.  2. 


Paid  Wm.  A.  Lane,  shingles,  nails,  and  work,  $71.55 
H.  S.  Freeman,  repairs,  3.92 


$75.47 


No.  3. 

Paid  Geo.  H.  Arnold,  shingles,  nails,  etc.,  $38.43 
J.  H.  Arnold,  laying  shingles,  19.00 
J.  M.  McCormick,  pump  pipe  and  painting 

blackboards ,  2.62 


$60.05 


No.  4. 

Paid  Wm.  M.  Fales,  repairs,  $4.80 
Geo.  H.  Arnold,    "  8.93 


$13.73 


No.  5. 

Paid  T.  C.  Carver,  repairs  of  stove,  $1.52 

No.  6. 

Pai  d  H .  G .  Dan  to  rtl  l ,  repai  r  s  of  gate ,  $.50 

No.  7. 

Paid  F.  I).  Hunt,  repairs  of  stove  pipe  and  windows,  $5.50 
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No.  8. 


Paid  O.  B.  Dean,  repairs. 
Total, 


$6.15 


$166.82 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
District  No.  1.    F.  A.  Clapp,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $207.07 
Paid  F.  A.  Clapp,  for  labor  and  materials,  $72.65 


E.  B.  Willis, 

6,00 

L.  B.  Willis, 

13.35 

William  Gale, 

9.62 

Thomas  Gale, 

.60 

N.  E.  Freeman. 

20.05 

E.  L.  Brisks, 

9.76 

Joseph  S.  Adams, 

.75 

M.  G.  Sumner, 

6.00 

E.  Freeman, 

14.80 

Alfred  Barker, 

9.40 

Iehabod  Willis, 

3.60 

William  E.  Pay  son, 

11.00 

Oliver  S.  Titus, 

9.82 

Lewis  B.  Dean, 

15.75 

William  Capen, 

3.92 

 $207.07 

District  No.  2.     Wm.  H.  Codding,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $264.92 
Paid  Pierce  &  Carpenter,  $43.41 
Oren  E.  Walker,  40.00 

55.01 
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Paid  William  H.  Codding. 
Albert  Skinner, 
L.  C.  Wetherell, 
L.  E.  Wetherell, 
William  E.  Pay  son, 
G.  L.  Green, 
Charles  Horr, 
Charles  D.  Lane, 
William  E.  Keene, 


$90.33 
5.25 
11.07 
4.50 
1.95 
7.80 
2.85 
.50 
2.25 


$264.92 


District  No.  3.    John  M.  McCokmick,  Surveyor. 

$182.97 


Proportion  of  appropriation, 
Paid  John  Galli^an,  labor  and  materials. 


$5.40 


Miss  E.  B.  Lineoln, 

11.74 

A.  H.  Eddy, 

10.80 

Adam  Jackson, 

18.15 

Marshall  Sumner, 

10.95 

E.  R.  McCormick. 

9.75 

James  H.  Smith, 

9.00 

Lewis  H.  Willis, 

19.50 

Frank  Williams, 

13.87 

Charles  H.  Smith, 

27.60 

John  M.  McCormick, 

31.18 

E.  L.  Briggs, 

1.00 

William  E.  Pay  son, 

3.15 

J.  Stephen  Wood, 

8.00 

Philander  Smith, 

2.88 

$182.97 


District  No.  4.    M.  Gallic  an.  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $234.28 
Paid  Michael  Galligan,  labor  and  materials,  $27.00 
P.  Onlette,  6.00 
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Paid  Joseph  St.  George, 

$6.75 

B.  McCambridy, 

o  r\r\ 

.■5.00 

J.  McNulty, 

l.oO 

1 .  Burcnard, 

12.00 

W.  A.  Lane, 

Vt.  a.  i^ane, 

1Z.UU 

Stafford  &  Co., 

52.61 

A.  D.  Lane, 

3.75 

Herbert  Wilbur, 

"i  o    a  r. 

lo.45 

T~»     l             Til  T 

Peter  Leddy,  Jr., 

5.25 

Barney  Leddy, 

1  .ou 

S.  Fletcher, 

6.00 

A.  Lee, 

1.20 

J.  Lero, 

t    A     O  E 

14.25 

John  Adair, 

H  E 

.75 

T  T 

f Jerry  Lennon, 

C  OK 

Frank  O'Brine, 

2.25 

Patrick  Plunket, 

2.25 

Charles  Davidson, 

8.25 

G.  H.  Arnold, 

2.40 

Mary  A.  Lane, 

1.25 

Barber  Brothers, 

30.00 

District  No.  5.    J.  S.  Wood,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation, 

Paid  Silas  H.  Cobb,  labor  and  materials, 

$1.35 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

14.01 

Moses  Hunt, 

11.61 

John  D.  Hardon, 

11.51 

S.  L.  B.  Smith, 

15.61 

W.  W.  Smith, 

22.41 

Chas.  Rogers, 

4.12 

W.  E.  Foster, 

13.49 

10 
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Paid  Moses  Lincoln,  1.60 

J.  N.  Tibbets,  9.87 

Wm.  R.  Fobes,  1.50 

T.  C.  Carver,  7.41 

J.  S.  Wood,  59.07 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  18.00 

 $191.50 

District  No.  5.  J.  S.  Wood,  Surveyor  for  1882. 
Unexpended  balance  of  1882,  $88.04 
Paid  John  D.  Hardon,  labor  and  materials,  $3.02 
S.  L.  B.  Smith,  9.62 
Otis  J.  Sweet,  8.09 
Moses  Hunt,  4.27 
W.  W.  Smith,  14.43 
J.  Stephen  Wood,  41.87 
J.  N.  Tibbetts,  5.24 
Silas  H.  Cobb,  1.50 

  $88.04 

District  No.  6.    Earl  C.  White,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $169.88 
Paid  E.  R.  Leonard,  labor  and  materials,  $30.66 


H.  G.  Leonard, 

1.00 

George  Keith, 

13.73 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

8.03 

Philip  Fagan, 

10.73 

Oren  Wilbur, 

13.20 

E.  H.  Eddy, 

6.45 

Earl  C.  White, 

58.24 

it  u 

9.80 

J.  G.  Newcomb, 

4.96 

Moses  Lincoln, 

3.08 

H.  G.  Danforth, 

10.00 

$169.88 
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a  District  No.  7.    Elbridge  D.  Keith,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation, 

Paid  E.  D.  Keith,  labor  and  materials, 

$39.45 

George  E.  Keith, 

21.45 

Joseph  Draper, 

13. 65 

Samuel  A.  Draper, 

20.39 

Fred  Draper, 

18.00 

Joseph  Draper,  2d, 

11.97 

George  C.  Crane, 

4.50 

Henry  B.  Crane, 

2.25 

Sidney  Pratt, 

9.00 

E.  Hodges  Eddy, 

18.75 

J.  S.  Wood, 

5.50 

G.  B.  Crane, 

23.17 

G.  T.  Crane, 

1.15 

F.  D.  Hunt, 

7.76 

H.  Hodges, 

7.91 

John  Field, 

1.03 

M.  L.  Keith, 

1.14 

 $207.07 

District  No.  8.    John  H.  Lincoln,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $208.90 
Paid  A.  W.  Bolton,  labor  and  materials,  $11.33 


J.  H.  Lincoln, 

29.74 

Silas  W.  Lincoln, 

16.95 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

15.75 

Willie  Lincoln, 

4.20 

E.  C.  Lincoln, 

14.16 

E.  R.  Lincoln, 

5.45 

C.  L.  Lincoln, 

6.07 

M.  O.  Lincoln, 

14.06 

H.  T.  Lincoln, 

5.50 
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X  (\R 
o .  uo 

A.  H.  Leonard, 

l  o.uu 

G.  H.  Leonard, 

i  7  n 

^     T  ,     T  ,ck/~»no"t*ri 

Clifton  Leonard, 

a  17 

William  Lawson, 

A  87 

v7.  v. .  urayion, 

9  7H 

J .  Vv  .  ijroairev, 

1 1 .  43 

0.  B.  Dean, 

8.50 

E.  M.  Lothrop, 

3.04 

J.  H.  Washburn, 

4.50 

D.  B.  Field, 

4.95 

W.  D.  Witherell, 

6.30 

A.  D.  Washburn, 

7.65 

$208.90 


REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES 
By  the  Selectmen. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $833.33 
Paid  T.  H.  &  M.  P.  Barber,  for  plank,  $112.88 


L.  S.  &  J.  H.  Lincoln, 

4.35 

Barney  F.  Woodward, 

and  sleepers, 

28.15 

Geo.  B.  Crane,  for  labor  and  sleep- 

ers, 

14.50 

W.  D.  Witherell,  for  labor,  plank, 

and  spikes, 

64.49 

Stafford  &  Co.,  for  labor  and  gravel, 

24.31 

Sumner  W .  Lincoln , 4  4  44 

26.50 

Earl  C.  White, 

35.69 

A.  I).  Lane,  for  gravel, 

3.30 
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8.  H.  Bates,  for  gravel, 

$1.70 

M.  A.  Lane,  44 

1.95 

George  L.  Green,  k* 

7.00 

George  H.  Arnold,4' 

4.30 

Wm.  E.  Pay  son,  k4 

10.50 

Elbridge  D.  Keith,  for  labor, 

18.15 

Lloyd  8.  Lincoln,  44 

6.30 

Silas  W.  Lincoln,  44 

12.69 

John  H.  Lincoln,  kk 

12.69 

X.  E.  Freeman,  44 

3.98 

Alfred  Barker,  44 

13.48 

8.  Lincoln,  for  plank, 

62.13 

M.  0.  Lincoln, 

4.00 

Emery  C.  Lincoln, 

4.00 

Chauncy  L.  Lincoln, 

1.35 

Eddie  R.  Lincoln, 

1.35 

0.  E.  Drayton, 

4.05 

A.  W.  Bolton, 

1.35 

J.  H.  Washburn, 

2.70 

Clifton  Leonard, 

2.70 

Forest  White, 

2.70 

J.  8.  Wood, 

3.50 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

65.70 

William  H.  Codding, 

47.25 

L.  C.  Wetherell, 

12.24 

G.  A.  Lane, 

30.80 

William  A.  Lane, 

70.05 

Lyman  Williams, 

4.35 

L.  W.  At  wood, 

4.50 

John  II.  Arnold, 

22.80 

M.  Mar  ley, 

7.50 

B.  C.  Nickerson, 

7.01 

H.  Wilbur, 

4.50 

S.  Fletcher. 

1 .35 
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Adam  Jackson, 

$16.10 

Edgar  E.  Woodward, 

2.25 

J.  M.  McCormick, 

3.15 

F.  A.  Clapp, 

14.51 

John  Murphy, 

2.25 

Frank  Williams, 

2.78 

J.  A.  Leonard, 

6.33 

I.  Willis, 

2.03 

J.  Adams, 

2.85 

0.  S.  Titus, 

5.63 

$833.33 


ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $398.00 
Paid  Josiah  Woodward,  for  grain  and  groceries,  63.15 

Caleb  B.  Witherell,  96.62 

Stafford  and  Co.,  197.73 

E.  A.  Briggs  and  Co.,  grain,  215.27 

J.  Paul  and  Co.,  grain  and  flour,  43.58 

T.  H.  and  J.  O.  Deane,  13.26 

0.  H.  Lane,  meat,  63.93 
Geo.  A.  Deane,  10.61 
W.  D.  Witherell,  meat,  groceries,  etc.,  65.85 
J.  H.  Blandin,  soap,  10.00 

1.  S.  Crowell,  fish,  25.39 
A.  Chase,  blacksmithing,  11.20 
Dr.  Pound,  medical  attendance,  10.75 
Dr.  Wild,  35.25 
J.  Stephen  Wood,  phosphate,  21.37 
Estate  of  S.  Colby,  clothing,  10.74 
S.  L.  B.  Smith,  plowing,  4.75 
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Paid  E.  Lyman  Briggs,  blacksmithing,  $2.40 
W.  A.  Lane,  apples,  6.39 
P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn  and  others,  funeral 
expenses  of  Robert  Dixson,  and  digging 
grave,  14.25 
L.  H.  Go  ward,  meat,  5.07 
Oren  E.  Walker,  shoes  and  brooms,  4.37 
B.  B.  Crossman,  clothing  and  other  bills,  114.10 
Supt.  of  Almshouse,  225.00 


$1,669.03 

Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  Feb.  28,  1884,  $412.20 

Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account,  301.50 

Board  of  41  tramps,  10.25 

Fourteen  funerals,  21.00 

Support  of  12  1-6  paupers  for  year,  924.08 


$1,669.03 

Expense  per  head  for  each  pauper,  $75.95. 


INVENTORY,  FEBRUARY  28,  1884. 

1  1-2  tons  English  hay,  $25.00 

7  bushels  rye,  5.00 

20  bushels  corn,  15.00 

400  pounds  rye  straw,  3.00 

4  bushels  meal,  2.50 

13  cords  market  wood,  40.00 

12  cords  split  and  sawed  wood,  60.00 

80  bushels  potatoes,  40.00 

10  bushels  small  potatoes,  4.00 

2  hams,  6.00 
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1  1  5  hhl«    nf  flmir 

£  no 

o .  ui  J 

O  I^UollclP'  lUIllipa, 

1 .  UU 

1  00 

1  •  UU 

7  5  Tw~*Tinrl*i  lni'n 

10  50 

1U  pOUllQo  Hold  oOdiPj 

i  on 

5.00 

OVJ  lUVVio, 

3*;  oo 

O  A  t '  1  VI  l  \ 

O  oWiIlt!, 

30  00 
ou.uu 

tJ    \  )V>  I  I\    l/dl  1  y 

6.00 

l/ry  gooas, 

7  00 

i  .UU 

7  gallons  molasses, 

3.50 

23  pounds  sugar, 

2.00 

2  bushels  beans, 

5.00 

100  pounds  nails, 

3.00 

40  empty  barrels, 

4.00 

Lot  of  ice, 

25.00 

Sundries, 

5.70 

1412.20 

INVENTORY  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  FARM 
BUILDINGS,  WAGONS,  STOCK,  Etc. 


House,  barn,  outbuildings  and  farm,  $1,200.00 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding  and  utensils,  290.00 

Three  cows  and  one  heifer,  150.00 

One  horse,  125.00 

Two  express  wagons,  75.00 

One  farm  wagon  and  one  cart,  40.00 

One  pung  and  grindstone,  12.00 

One  cultivator  and  three  plows,  10.00 

Four  harnesses,  55.00 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


17 


One  wheelbarrow,  three  binding  chains  and  three 


draft  chains,  $9.00 

One  hearse,  500.00 

Sundry  tools,  35.00 

One  sled,  halter,  two  blankets,  and  surcingle,  14.00 

Seven  thousand  cedar  shingles,  $3  per  M,  21.00 

One  mowing  machine,  25.00 


$2,581.00 


INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE,  FEBRUARY  28,  1884. 


Allen  Hill,  72  years 

James  Walker,  77 

Silence  Bates,  67 

Lucinda  Smith,  80 

Hannah  L.  Smith,  58 

Lydia  Shepley,  73 

Solomon  Hodges,  74 

Nancy  Hodges,  58 

Merick  O.  Newcomb,  B0 

Patrick  O'Brine,  55 

Williams  B.  Wheeler,  79 

Frank  Gardner,  50 
Whole  number  for  the  year,  13. 
Present  number,  12. 
Average  number  for  year,  12  1-6. 


of  age, 
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ALMSHOUSE  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

To  real  estate,  buildings,  household  furniture, 

utensils,  farm  implements,  $2,000.00 

Paid  W.  A.  Lane,  mowing  machine,  25.00 

F.  J.  Wetherell,  repairs  of  harness,  etc.,  14.15 
W.  E.  Barrett  and  others,  churn  and  bed- 
stead, 9.25 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  paint,  2.54 

A.  Foster,  repairs  of  farm  wagon,  9.42 

J.  S.  Wood,  lime,  1.40 

Pierce  &  Carpenter  and  Wetherell,  lumber,  31.75 

G.  T.  Crane  and  E.  L.  Briggs,  blacksmithing,  4.25 
Weir  Stove  Co.,  stove  and  furniture,  39.70 
Eepairs  of  hearse  house,  8.90 
Stove  grate  and  jack,  2.53 
Ice  house  and  filling,  18.00 
George  White,  express  body  and  repairs,  26.75 
W.  R.  Forbs,  carpentering,  3.00 


$2,196.64 


Cr. 

By  wear  and  tear  and  fuel  consumed,  $115.64 
Balance  representing  town  investment,  2,081.00 

$2,196.64 


RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Butter,  $32.22 
Eggs,  67.58 
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Calves,  32.30 

Pigs,  40.00 

Poultry,  56.34 

Rye,  rye  straw,  milk,  vegetables,  etc.,  38.06 

Cow,  '  35.00 


$301.50 


POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  town  of  Mansfield,  aid  to  J.  N.  Drake,  $21.00 

"              "         "       Henry  Bruce,  27.73 

Marcus  W.Wheeler,  2.00 

Geo.  L.  Kimball,    "           "               "  1.24 

W.  D.  Witherell,    "           "               "  8.07 

"            "          "       Henry  Bruce,  5.50 

W.  E.  Washburn,  3.00 

G.  W.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  "           "  1.50 

E.  C.  White,  aid  to  Perez  Foster,  52.00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  5.37 

Samuel  Hodges,    "         "            "  18.00 

O.H.Lane,'         "         "            "  13.09 

M.  Newcomb,       "         "            "  2.00 

Stafford  &  Co.,     "        "            64  2.00 

M.  Newcomb,       "         "     Fitzgerald,  1,00 

J.  S.  Wood,         "         "           "  19.33 

O.  H.  Lane,         "       Josiah  Harvey,  22.67 

W.  A.  Lane,         "          "          "  2.50 

C.  B.  Wetherell,   "          "          "  1.00 

Stafford  &  Co.,      "          "  ^       "  .50 

W.  D.  Witherell,  "  Mary  Leonard,  2.15 
City  of  Worcester,  aid  to  Christopher  Clapp,  2.00 
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Paid  Dr.  Round,  medical  aid  to  W.  D.  Washburn,  $2.00 

Dr.  Wild,           "               "           "  4.50 

John  Gaffney,  coffin  for  Bernard  Ledd}^  10.00 

Sally  Lincoln,  aid  to  Nancy  Lincoln,  35.00 

$265.15 


POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 
Paid  Dr.  Round,  medical  aid  to  Lucy  J.  Wash- 


burn,  Rehoboth, 

$3.00 

Dr.  Round,  medical  aid  to  Mrs.  Henry  A. 

White,  Easton, 

1.50 

Dr.  Round,  medical  aid  to  Mrs.  Henry  G. 

Leonard,  Easton, 

1.50 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Leon- 

ard, Easton, 

1.50 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  Mrs.   Lucy  J. 

Washburn ,  Rehoboth , 

15.00 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  Mrs.  Betsey  Wash- 

burn, 

4.50 

Geo.  L.  Kimball,  aid  to  Lucy  J.  Washburn 

children, 

3.27 

W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  Lucy  J.  Washburn 

and  children, 

14.17 

G.  L.  Kimball,  aid  to  Wm.  Reed, 

6.50 

J.  S.  Wood,  aid  to  Geo.  Maker, 

11.25 

$62.19 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 
Paid  to  sundry  persons,  $470.00 


PAYMENT  OF  DEBT. 


Paid  Taunton  Savings  Bank,  $2,031.56 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Paid  Jacob  A.  Leonard,  services  as  Town  Treas- 
urer,   recording    births,  marriages, 
deaths,  postage,  etc.,  $126.00 
Wm,  D.  Witherell,  services  as  Assessor,  50.00 
William  A.  Lane,         44  44  50.00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  44  44  50.00 

Wm.  D.  Witherell,  services  as  Selectman 

and  Overseer  of  Poor,  75.00 
William  A.  Lane,  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor,  75.00 
Oren  E.  Walker,  services  as  Selectman  and 

Overseer  of  Poor,  75.00 
H.  G.  Danforth,  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee, 45.00 
Wm.  H.  Reeby,  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee, 45.00 
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Paid  J.  S.  Wood,  services  as  Tax  Collector,  $62.70 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  services  as  Constable,  6.00 

$659.70 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Paid  Lloyd  E.  White,  legal  advice,  $1.00 

Charles  A.  Reed,        "  5.00 

E.  H.  Sweet  &  Co.,  printing  reports,  etc.,  43.20 

W.  L.  Wardle  &  Co.  printing,  3.00 

Alfred  Barker,  moving  town  safe,  4.50 

C.  H.  Buffinton,  printing,  1.50 

W.  D.  Witherell,  car  fare,  postage,  etc.,  8.58 

O.  E.  Walker,           "           "  3.59 

W.  A.  Lane,             "           "  7.88 


$78.25 


TOWN  HALL  ACCOUNT. 


Paid  Hiram  Smith,  janitor,  $44.50 

J.  S.  Wood,  coal,  13.90 

Maynard  Newcomb,  5.73 

W.  A.  Lane,  wood,  4.00 

F.  E.  Stewart,  tables,  14.36 

Wm.  Gale,  setting  posts,  3.40 

W.  D.  Witherell,  stove,  4.00 


$90.89 


ANNUAL  REPORT.  23 


Cr. 

Received  for  use  of  hall,  $118.50 
Due  the  town  for  use  of  hall,  5.00 


$123.50 


RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools ,  $2,719.17 
Repairs  of  school  houses,  166.82 
Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges  by  sur- 
veyors, 1,754.69 
Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges  by  se- 
lectmen, 833.33 
Poor  at  almshouse,  1,271.03 
Repairs  at  almshouse,  196.64 
Support  of  poor  out  of  almshouse,  265.15 
Support  of  poor  belonging  out  of  town,  62.19 
State  aid,  476.00 
Hearse  and  fixtures,  539.65 
Temporary  loan  and  interest,  2,031.56 
Town  officers,  659.70 
Incidental  expenses,  78.25 
Expense  of  town  hall,  90.89 


$11,145.07 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


Roads  and  Bridges, 

$2,500.00 

Poor  and  incidental, 

2,000.00 

Schools, 

2,000.00 

Repairs  of  school-houses, 

-200.00 

Hearse, 

500.00 

County  tax, 

840.50 

State  tax, 

735.00 

$6,775.50 

Norton,  March  1st,  1884. 

W.  1).  WITHERELL,  ~)  Selectmen 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  i  of 
OREN  E.  WALKER,  >  Norton. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


25 


mwi$  report. 

May  1,  1883. 


Total  valuation  of  real  estate,  $608,725.00 
personal  estate,  164,575.00 


Total,  $773,300.00 

Total  tax  committed  to  collector,  $9,220.12 

Tax  or  rate  per  $1,000,  $10.80 

Number  of  polls,  430 

Tax  on  each  poll,  $2.00 

Number  of  horses  taxed,  301 

cows,  340 

44          sheep,  12 

kt          dwelling  houses,  375 

acres  of  land ,  16,811 


W.  D.  WITHEEELL,  )  Assessors 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  V  of 
OREN  E.  WALKER,  )  Norton. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  1,  1883,  $1,369.97 
Received  borrowed  money,  2,000.00 
of  City  of  Brockton ,  6.50 
Town  of  Rehoboth,  38.46 
State  Treasurer  for  State  paupers,  6.00 
Bank  tax,  1,101.90 
Corporation  tax,  51.44 
.State  aid,  282.00 
Relief  of  indigent 
soldiers  and 
sailors,  48.50 
Income  of  school 

fund,  232.59 
County  Treasurer,  dog  fund,  198.42 
for  grass  sold  around  Town  Hall,  6.37 
use  of  Town  Hall,  118.50 
income  of  Town  Farm,  301.50 
from  J.  S.  Wood,  collector,  for  1883,  8,353.59 


$14,115.74 
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Cr. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  selectmen,  $11,145.07 

State  tax,  735.00 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1883,  55.01 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  1,  1884,  2,180.60 

$14,115.74 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 


HICKS  TRUST  FUND. 

Agreeable  to  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the 
Town  of  Norton  to  receive  and  hold  certain  property  in 
trust,  I  received  from  Cyrus  Hicks  of  Boston,  on  the 
30th  day  of  June,  1883,  $4,000.00  in  Town  Bonds  of  the 
Town  of  Danville,  Illinois,  as  a  fund  to  be  known  as 
the  Hicks  Trust  Fund. 

Interest  on  the  same  payable  annually,  July  1,  at  the 
rate  of  0  per  cent  .    Said  bonds  are  due  July  1,  1900. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1888. 


Date. 

Jan.  8. 
Feb.  28. 
March  11. 
15. 

April 


Name. 


Name  of  Parents. 


May 

June 
July 
Aug. 

Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


6. 
6. 
16. 
13. 
16. 
10. 
1. 
14. 
15. 
4. 
7. 
14. 
15. 
15. 
5. 
7. 
23. 
26. 
30. 
8. 


William  Galligan.      Michael  and  Julia. 
Chester  Allen  Briggs.  Chas.  E.  and  Angenett. 
Mabel  G.  Sawyer.      Alden  E.  and  May  E. 
Leslie  O.  Wetherell.  Frank  J.  and  Carrie  L. 


Leo  R.  Simms. 
Catherine  Simms. 
Nellie  E.  Pike. 
Agnes  McQuilkin. 
Josephine  Jallow. 
James  F.  Murphy. 
GoldieB.  Chase.' 
Howard  A .  Tinkham 
Belle  I.  Crossman. 
Maggie  O'Leary. 


Robert  and  Catherine. 


Philip  C.  and  Olive. 
John  and  Margaret. 
Henry  and  Mary. 
Robert  A.  and  Mary  A. 
Chester  B.  and  Sarah  I. 
Howard  A.  and  Lizzie  A. 
Charles  I.  and  M.  Helen. 
John  and  Bridget. 
Gertrude  L.  Tucker.  Albert  W.  and  Hattie  W. 
Henry  W.  Blanding.  Lester  D.  and  Eliza  J. 
Phylip  Plant.  Frank  and  Heles. 

Phylius  Plant. 
Mildred  E.  Barney 
William  S.  Lester. 


Frank  P.  and  Ellen  F. 
Frederic  W .  and  Abbie  A . 
Lewis Laprelot Dean.  Lewis  B.  and  Rose  J. 

Mitchell .     Frederic  L .  and  Emma  F . 
Minnie  Larson.         William  O.  and  Ann  F. 
Howard  F.Woodward.  George  F.  and  Mary  A. 

Whole  number,  24.    Males,  13;  females,  11. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON  IN  THE  YEAR 

1883. 


Date. 

Name. 

Years. 

Months. 

Days. 

Jan . 

5. 

Alice  Francis  Tubbs. 

1 

1 

25 

28. 

Timothy  W.  Pryor. 

23 

1 

22 

28. 

William  B.  Blanding. 

55 

6 

2 

31. 

AImw  T\  Lponard 

81 

4 

11 

Feb. 

15. 

.Tospnh  Conpland 

52 

8 

23 

15 

Sarah  A  Tavlnr 

66 

10 

March 

2. 

Marian  J.  Forbes. 

35 

3 

7 

8. 

Lvdia  Patt, 

83 

7 

9. 

Benjamin  H.  Richmond. 

62 

1 

5 

11. 

Bpnptha  Williams 

A.         11  V>  I  H-Cl*      TT    J-  1  lltlilllO  • 

1 

1 

27. 

Greorj^ia  Lumber. 

6 

April 

14. 

Alansnn  Bvnpp 

^  \-  1  ( 1 1  1  ~  V  /  1 1     1^1  U V  V  i 

80 

1 

12 

lfi. 

Rmtiipv  Lpddv 

l  fil  i  1 1  v "  y    1 JV  v  iv  t  y  • 

70 

19. 

TTporocp  L  Maker. 

31 

11 

10 

May 

f» 
f> . 

Cordplia  E  Wptherell 

V          VlV'IJrL   A.  J  .      ▼  T  wilt 

68 

10 

June 

3. 

•Tnhn  I?  Lpwis 

fr  V71111    XV.     -l^JVy  VV  llO  • 

63 

*  2 

14 

18. 

•Tnspuhinp  .Tallow 

1 

2 

20. 

Orpn  Wilbur 

83 

11 

29 

Tnlv 

fJ  HI) 

1  7 

1  ■  7  ci  TVT  f>  lfpnpfi  pp 

_11j11/j<X  AJl.cLri.Kj  IJCClv^C  . 

66 

6 

24 

18. 

Olive  Smith. 

72 

5 

26 

Aug. 

4. 

George  W.  Freeman. 

80 

6 

6 

16. 

Leo  R.  Simms. 

4 

19. 

Walter  H.  Lane. 

17 

6 

25 

25. 

Seth  Simmer. 

82 

4 

25 

28. 

Catherine  Simms. 

4 

22 

Sept. 

5. 

Mary  Ann  Lane. 

90 

9 

14 

12. 

Emma  F.  Drew. 

36 

9 

13 

16. 

Nellie  E.  Pike. 

5 

Oct. 

12. 

Edmund  Brigffs. 

65 

3 

8 

30 
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Date.  Name.  Years.      Months.  Days. 

Nov.  30.    Chloe  Hodges.  78         5  20 

Dec.    6.    Robert  Dixson.  58 

25.    Martha  C.  Meade.  53       10  11 

Whole  number,  32.    Males,  15;  females,  17. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  NORTON  IN  1883. 


Date. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Age. 

_r  en. 

11. 

George  F.  Woodward, 

Norton, 

35 

Mary  A.  Lincoln, 

Norton, 

40 

May 

Zx) . 

Thomas  K.  Hastings, 

Norton, 

28 

Ella  Dora  Boynton, 

Norton, 

19 

9Q 

Simeon  Sylvester, 

Norton, 

27 

Lizzie  Green, 

Norton, 

28 

June 

o 

o. 

Charles  H.  Peck, 

Attleborough, 

28 

Angie  M.  Makepeace, 

Attleborough, 

26 

b. 

Lyman  Williams, 

Norton, 

25 

Annie  M.  Fenno, 

Norton, 

24 

(). 

Charles  A.  Keene, 

Norton, 

25 

Eunice  A.  Briggs, 

Norton, 

25 

27. 

Walter  E.  Harvey, 

Norton, 

25 

Ida  E.  White, 

Attleborough, 

21 

28. 

Eustace  H.  Dean, 

Norton, 

39 

Katie  V.  Shaw, 

Norton, 

25 

Aug. 

1. 

George  H.  Storer, 

Norton, 

35 

Lizzie  V.  Simmons, 

Dighton, 

25 

15. 

John  M.  Do  we, 

Killingly,  Conn., 

25 

Helen  S.  Winter, 

Norton, 

23 

Sept.  25. 

George  L.  Titus,  Jr., 

Norton, 

24 

Mary  L.  Wilbur, 

Norton, 

21 

Nov. 

4. 

Robert  A.  Hadley, 

Taunton, 

29 

Augusta  C.  Foster, 

Taunton* 

33 
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Date.  Name.  Residence.  Age. 


6. 

John  E.  McDougall, 

Minneapolis, 

Minn.,  23 

Isabel  R.  Munro, 

Norton, 

24 

7. 

Rufus  E.  Waterman, 

Norton, 

22 

Mabel  A.  Grossman, 

Norton, 

19 

13. 

Edward  Cosgrove, 

Taunton, 

29 

Mary  E.  O'Brien, 

Norton, 

23 

15. 

Edmund  Lord, 

Fall  River, 

21 

Catherine  O'Brien, 

Fall  River, 

19 

29. 

Daniel  O'Brien, 

Norton, 

25 

Annie  Forest, 

Norton, 

27 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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UIaa) 


mm  committee  s  report. 


Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  Sundry  Persons. 

Dr. 

Amount  due  schools,  $723.82 

to  balance  account,  2,074.26 

$2,798.08 

Or. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $2,180.66 
due  from  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  42.19 
Canton,  50.45 
Easton,  1.50 
city  of  Taunton ,  7.25 
Brockton,  4.50 
J.  S.  Wood,  collector,  1883,  26.03 
the  State,  for  military  aid,  480.50 
for  rent  of  town  hall,  5.00 

$2,798.08 

Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  March  1,  1883,  $803.40 

"     March  1,1884,  2,074.26 
Gain  in  favor  of  town  from  last  year,  1,270.86 


We,  the  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the 
books  of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  mid  them  correctly 
kept,  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 


Norton,  March  1st,  1884. 


AUSTIN  MESSING ER, 
ISAAC  T.  BRAMAN, 
GEORGE  H.  TALBOT. 
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List  of  Jurors 

Presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  for 
Acceptance. 


ALFRED  BARKER, 
JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 
CHARLES  G.  CLAPP, 
THOS.  B.  WETHERELL, 
REUEL  L.  ROBINSON, 
CHARLES  HAGGERTY, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
GEORGE  B.  SHAW, 
GEO.  L.  WETHERELL, 
GEORGE  L.  GREEN, 
SILAS  R.  GOFF, 
LEWIS  H.  WILLIS, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 
LYMAN  WILLIAMS, 

WILLIAM 


J.  STEPHEN  WOOD, 
EMMONS  H.  LINCOLN, 
S.  LEWIS  LEONARD, 
MARTIN  L.  KEITH, 
CHAS.  H.  MAKEPEACE, 
LLOYD  S.  LINCOLN, 
JOHN  H.  WHITE, 
CHARLES  P. LEONARD, 
FRANK  E.  GROSSMAN, 
JOSIAH  E.  WOODWARD, 
FRANK  H.  SMITH, 
EMERY  C.  LINCOLN, 
ALBERT  W.  TUCKER, 
BENJ.  E.  SWEET, 
W.  SMITH. 


W.  1).  WITHERELL,  )  Selectmen 
AVILLIAM  A.  LANE,  [  of 
OREN  E.  WALKER,  >  Norton. 


Norton,  March  1st,  1884. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THK 

School  Committee 

OK  THK 

/ 

TOWN  OF  NORTON. 

FOR  THK 

Year  Ending  March  2,  1884. 


School  Committee. 


W.  H.  REEBY, 
H.  S.  FREEMAN,  2d, 
*J.  M.  McCORMICK, 
G.  H.  ARNOLD, 

*G.  W.  W 


*T.  C.  CARVER, 
H.  G.  DANFORTH, 
F.  D.  HUNT, 
O.  B.  DEAN, 
D,  Jr. 


Organization  of  the  Board. 

Chairman.— W.  H.  REEBY. 

Secretary. — H.  G.  DANFORTH. 

Examining  Committee. — W.  H.  REEBY,  G.  W. 
WILD,  Jr.,  H.  G.  DANFORTH. 

Visiting  Committee.— W.  H.  REEBY,  H.  G.  DAN- 
FORTH. 


Term  expires  this  year. 


REPORT, 


The  close  of  the  school  year  makes  it  necessary  for  your 
Committee  to  give  an  account  of  its  stewardship  and  in- 
dulge in  a  few  harmless  remarks.  There  is  a  trite  saying 
that  "Talk  is  cheap."  As  we  glance  back  over  the  mes- 
sages of  previous  committees,  embodying  many  wise  and 
salutary  suggestions,  and  note  how  persistently  their 
caution  and  advice  have  been  disregarded,  we  are  inclined 
to  think  that  the  talk  of  the  annual  reports  is  the  cheapest 
in  the  market.  This  opinion,  however,  shall  not  hinder 
us  from  furnishing  the  customary  appendage  to  the  Town 
Report. 

THE  BOARD. 

The  system  of  managing  schools  in  town  is  a  mystery 
to  outside  people  and  a  secret  to  not  a  few  at  home.  The 
laws  of  Massachusetts  compel  the  committee  of  every  city 
and  town  to  serve  in  the  capacity  of  a  board,  which  is 
made  responsible  for  every  act  of  the  individual  com- 
mittees. And  yet  the  Norton  board  at  its  annual  meeting 
for  organization,  etc.,  make  haste  to  resign  the  greater 
part  of  its  capacity,  and  thus  allow  power  and  scope  for 
acts,  which  in  many  instances  the  majority  of  the  board 
would  not  sanction,  but  do  oftentimes  condemn.  It  is 
not  an  uncommon  thing  to  hear  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee vigorously  protest  against  the  doings  of  another 
member.  You  ask,  which  of  the  two  represents  the  pre- 
vailing voice  of  the  board?     Xo  attempt  is  made  to 
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ascertain.  Therefore  the  protester  virtually  upholds  what 
he  condemns.  Efforts  are  making  in  every  department  of 
affairs  to  create  more  definite  and  guarded  posts  of  respon- 
sibility. Our  State  distinctly  declares  that  the  Norton 
board — like  all  others — is  responsible  for  every  official  act 
in  the  province  of  school  affairs.  The  board  doles  out  its 
official  prerogative  in  such  a  way  as  to  practically  defeat 
and  defy  the  mandate  of  the  State. 

m 

DOINGS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Soon  after  town  meeting  your  Committee  assembled  and 
cleared  the  deck  for  action.  The  first  step  was  to  organ- 
ize a  board.  It  then  mapped  out  a  school  year  of  thirty- 
two  weeks,  which  is  one  week  less  than  last  year's  course. 
We  found  that  last  year's  board  had  expended  on  schools 
a  sum  in  excess  of  the  appropriation  increased  by  collateral 
funds,  and  since  the  town  voted  the  same  appropriation 
this  year  as  last,  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  retrench,  and  we 
could  see  no  other  way  than  the  one  chosen.  The 
next  step  was  to  vote  the  care  of  each  school  into  the  hands 
of  each  local  committee.  The  power  thus  conferred  was 
guarded  by  a  new  check.  Last  year  the  amount  laid  out 
on  repairs  of  school-houses  exceeded  the  appropriation, 
which  was  $200.  To  prevent  a  similar  occurrence  during 
the  present  year,  we  adopted  the  order  that  a  local  com- 
mittee should  not  lay  out  the  sum  of  $10  and  upwards, 
without  a  vote  of  the  board.  It  having  been  found  that  all 
the  schools,  except  No.  1,  were  without  globes,  the  board 
voted  to  purchase  five,  together  with  a  map  for  No.  7.  At 
a  meeting  held  near  the  end  of  the  school  year,  the  board 
engaged  in  a  deliberation  as  to  what  appropriations  it  would 
recommend  the  town  to  make  for  schools  at  the  town 
meeting  of  1884.  In  regard  to  the  appropriation  for 
schools,  we  decided  to  recommend  the  sum  of  the  present 
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year,  $2000.  In  regard  to  the  repairs  of  school-houses, 
we  went  over  the  houses  by  districts,  and  in  estimating 
the  cost  of  pressing  needs,  we  computed  that  to  meet  them, 
it  is  necessary  to  raise  the  sum  of  $500,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  sum  voted  for  repairs  ($200). 

INSTRUCTION. 

So  far  as  we  have  had  any  influence  in  school  affairs,  we 
have  used  it  as  a  lever  for  a  superior  grade  of  instruction. 
There  is  a  diversity  of  method,  but  only  one  focus  to  re- 
ceive the  gaze  of  the  true  instructor.  It  can  be  summed 
up  in  the  well-known  line, 

"The  mind's  the  measure  of  the  man." 

The  fundamental  principle  of  all  instruction  is  this  ;  the 
mind  can  be  trained  by  the  aid  of  books  and  teachers  to 
become  an  active  and  efficient  agent.  It  has  been  our  aim 
to  make  all  the  exertions  of  the  teachers  and  the  exercises 
of  the  schools  subsidiary  to  the  great  task  of  mental  cul- 
ture. Now  wrhy  do  wTe  go  to  the  great  trouble  and  expense 
of  instruction  ?  Because  life  within  the  pale  of  Civilization 
rests  upon  the  corner-stone  of  intelligence.  The  Ameri- 
can theory  is  that  every  individual  must  be  prepared  to 
take  charge  of  the  affairs  of  state,  and  guide  the  helm 
towrard  the  haven  of  Progress,  in  the  channel  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Ship  of  State  requires  that  every  sailor  on 
board  shall  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  chart,  and  a  well 
trained  reason  to  lay  the  course.  Society  at  large  no  less 
imperatively  requires  the  services  of  individuals,  whose 
minds  are  in  command,  and  can  successfully  cope  with  the 
laws  and  requirements  of  nature  and  art.  The  ways  of 
society  are  as  definitely  and  permanently  established  as 
the  thoroughfares  of  your  town.  And  it  is  the  crowning 
point  of  instruction  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  young  for 
entering  those  ways,  with  credit  to  themselves,  and  with 
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good  effect  to  society.  Hence  the  highest  criterion  and 
the  deepest  significance  attached  to  the  pursuit  of  instruc- 
tion are  to  be  summed  up  in  one  word  —  utility.  Now, 
looking  from  this  standpoint  to  the  daily  operations  of  the 
school  world,  we  clearly  see  the  occasion  for  the  complaints 
against  the  practical  results  in  the  average  instruction  of 
the  schools.  We  will  not  stop  to  enumerate  defects  and 
shortcomings.  The  current  system  of  instruction  is  radi- 
cally wrong.  It  begins  by  turning  the  school  room  into  a 
cloister,  barricaded  by  books  from  the  stir  and  scenes  of 
real  life,  and  ends  by  clogging  the  tongue  and  memory 
with  parrot-like  recitations,  which  do  not  embody  a  spark 
of  brain  and  understanding,  and  which  therefore  do  not 
add  a  jot  or  tittle  to  the  reciter's  capacity  for  usefulness  in 
the  rounds  of  active  duty.  We  have  done  all  in  our  power 
to  counteract  the  evil  described,  and  to  infuse  both  teach- 
ers and  scholars  with  an  ambition  to  excel  in  the  instruc- 
tion that  instructs  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  that 
looks  ahead  to  the  demands  of  society  and  the  world. 
During  the  present  year  we  made  a  special  attempt  in  this 
line.  Four  of  our  schools  (Nos.  1,  3,  6,  and  7,)  had 
classes  in  the  special  geography  of  New  England.  With- 
out forewarning  we  requested  each  of  these  classes  to  take 
pencil  and  paper,  make  atrip  about  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  describe  all  the  places  they  could  call  to  mind, 
under  the  form  of  a  visit.  The  work  was  done  in  our  pres- 
ence, and  passed,  at  the  finish,  into  our  hands.  In  all  but 
two  instances  we  were  highly  pleased  with  the  excellence 
of  the  results.  Two  of  the  papers  are  free  from  errors  in 
spelling.  For  the  best  form  and  writing,  which  were  well 
nigh  perfect,  the  palm  must  be  awarded  to  Miss  Maria 
Fagen  of  No.  6.  The  paper  selected  as  on  the  whole  the 
best,  because  it  mentions  the  most  places  and  gives  the 
most  graphic  descriptions,  was  written  by  John  McCabe 
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of  No.  3.  It  shows  signs  of  hasty  composing,  and  most 
of  the  mis-spelled  words  are  clearly  the  fruit  of  haste,  but 
it  contains  a  round  hand  and  a  good  form.  To  afford  you 
evidence  of  what  one  scholar  did — and  the  rest  are  not  far 
behind — Ave  give  it  entire,  with  corrected  spelling. 

"I  started  from  Norton  and  I  went  to  Boston,  the  capi- 
tal of  Massachusetts.  From  there  I  went  to  Quincy  and  I 
saw  granite  quarries.  From  there  I  went  to  Salem  and  I 
saw  leather  manufactories.  Then  to  Charlestown,  where 
I  saw  Bunker  Hill  Monument.  Then  to  Taunton.  I  saw 
them  coasting,  carrying  coal  and  iron,  locomotive  and 
cotton  works.  Then  I  went  to  New  Bedford  and  I  saw  a 
whaling  vessel  getting  ready  to  go  on  a  whaling  voyage. 
Then  I  went  to  Marblehead  and  saw  them  fishing.  Then 
to  Lynn.  I  saw  boot  and  shoe  manufactories.  Then  to 
Provincetown,  the  place  where  the  Pilgrims  first  landed. 
Then  to  Plymouth  and  saw  Plymouth  Rock,  and  Pilgrim 
Hall  [built]  in  honor  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  Then  to 
Peabody,  the  birthplace  of  George  Peabody,  a  banker, 
and  saw  leather  manufactories.  Then  I  went  to  Attleboro, 
and  saw  about  thirty  manufactories  of  jewelry.  At  North- 
ampton I  saw  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  Clark  In- 
stitute for  deaf  mutes.  Then  to  Springfield  and  saw  the 
U.  S.  Arsenal,  and  Armory.  Then  to  Watertown.  Then 
to  Cohasset,  noted  for  its  ocean  scenery.  Then  to  Pigeon 
Cove,  a  summer  resort ;  Braintree,  the  seat  of  Thayer's 
Academy  ;  Somerville,  the  largest  pork  packing  establish- 
ment in  New  England  ;  Gloucester,  the  best  harbor  on  the 
coast,  and  is  engaged  in  fishing.  North  Adams,  at  the 
western  end  of  Hoosac  Tunnel  is  a  manufacturing  place. 
Lowell  I  visited  next,  there  they  manufacture  cotton  and 
woolen  goods.  Then  to  Chieopee,  and  I  saw  manufac- 
tories of  fire  arms,  bronzes,  and  cotton  goods.  Then  1 
went  to   Beverly  and  Wellfleet,   large  fishing  stations. 
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Then  to  Fall  River  and  saw  manufactories  of  cotton  and 
woolen  goods." 

Some  of  the  papers  give  more  extended  descriptions  of 
important  places.  Most  of  them  are  worth  reading,  and 
if  space  would  admit  we  would  be  glad  to  place  them  be- 
fore you.  We  trust  that  the  schools  in  Norton  (and 
everywhere)  will  be  in  charge  of  committees  and  teachers, 
who  will  do  their  level  best  to  plant  the  seeds  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  subsoil  of  mental  activity,  and  train  the  plant, 
as  it  springs  up,  to  grow  into  a  practical  form  and  service- 
able shape. 

CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  our  schools,  we  are  glad 
to  be  able  to  report  progress  all  along  the  line.  The  av- 
erage attendance  on  the  schools  for  the  year  just  ended  ad- 
vanced three  per  cent  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 
The  causes  that  govern  attendance  are  intimately  connect- 
ed with  those  that  fix  the  state  of  a  school.  When  a 
school  passes  into  the  hand  of  a  more  efficient  teacher, 
the  event  is  almost  invariably  accompanied  by  an  improve- 
ment in  the  register.  There  are  important  exceptions  to 
the  rule  but  it  is  the  subtle  and  sure  effect  of  a  superior 
teacher  to  induce  regularity  of  attendance,  when  insuper- 
able hindrances  do  not  intervene.  With  a  single  excep- 
tion, our  teachers  are  in  full  and  undisputed  command 
over  their  liocks.  Most  of  them  rule  by  love,  rather  than 
by  fear.  The  majority  are  singularly  faithful,  and  con- 
scientious in  the  performance  of  their  trust.  Very  few 
resort  to  intrigue  and  unworthy  devices  in  order  to  win 
favor  and  popularity.  The  average  teaching  ability  in  our 
service  challenges  comparison  with  that  of  any  town  of 
similar  size.  On  the  other  side,  there  is  hardly  a  school 
room  in  town  but  what  is  the  workshop  of  ambition,  en- 
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thusiasm,  and  application,  which  are  the  three  prime  agents 
of  fruitful  instruction.  We  trust  that  our  teachers  will 
make  a  close  study  of  the  most  profitable  ways  for  con- 
ducting recitations,  and  will  carefully  investigate  all  the 
new  methods  for  imparting  instruction,  so  as  to  enliven  the 
interest  of  the  pupils,  and  increase  the  instruct!  veness  of 
study.  If  our  schools  are  to  be  hives  for  increase  in  men- 
tal culture,  it  wholly  depends  upon  the  teachers'  course;. 

RECOMMENDATIONS . 

In  the  first  place,  we  recommend  that  both  the  board  and 
the  people  of  Norton  look  forward  to,  and  get  ready  for, 
the  establishment  of  a  grammar  school,  as  a  step  that  must 
be  taken,  before  Norton  can  discharge  the  full  measure  of 
its  responsibility  to  the  young.  During  the  current  year, 
more  than  a  dozen  youth  have  been  compelled  to  enter 
private  institutions  of  learning,  in  order  to  pursue  studies 
of  a  grammar  grade.  This  ought  not  to  be.  The  size  of 
Nos.  1  and  4  make  it  impossible  to  do  justice,  either  to 
grammar  or  primary  instruction ;  and  for  the  rest  ,  no 
teacher  but  an  angel  from  Heaven  can  properly  cover  the 
ground  from  a  b  c,  to  a  —  (&c)2-  One  school  of  the  high- 
er grade  centrally  located,  would  answer  for  the  town. 
We  are  persuaded  that  the  best  sentiment  of  the  town  is 
in  favor  of  the  establishment,  and  we  are  sure  that  the  in- 
telligent citizens  are  ready  to  raise  an  additional  sum  for 
its  support. 

In  the  second  place,  we  recommend  that  the  Visiting 
Committee  be  required  to  purchase  at  wholesale  prices, 
and  keep  on  hand,  a  complete  assortment  of  school  sup- 
plies. In  the  matter  of  economy  alone,  the  town  and  the 
people  would  be  great  gainers.  But  greater  still  would 
be  the  gain  in  the  matter  of  a  systematic  and  prompt  sup- 
ply of  furnishings,  particularly  of  books.    A  statute  of  our 
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State  requires  that  the  names  of  scholars  to  whom  books, 
etc.,  are  supplied  free,  must  be  given  annually  to  the 
Selectmen.  The  manner  of  conducting  the  supply  up  to 
date  has  seriously  interfered  with  a  proper  compliance  to 
the  statute.  Many  schools  suffer  from  waiting  long  for 
the  books  they  want.  The  only  responsible  and  efficient 
way  is  to  have  the  school  supplies  dealt  out  by  the  party 
whose  business  it  is  to  conduct  a  supervision  of  the  schools. 
Besides  it  is  quite  probable  that,  ere  long,  this  town,  with 
the  others,  may  be  compelled  to  furnish  free  text  books 
to  all  scholars  ;  and  if  this  system,  which  is  now  a  privi- 
lege, should  become  compulsory  by  statute,  it  would  be 
wise  for  the  school  board  to  prepare  for  it  in  the  manner 
suggested. 

In  the  third  place,  we  recommend  a  more  vigorous 
attempt  to  have  every  scholar  in  every  school  furnished 
with  all  the  books  he  is  compelled  to  use.  Many  of  our 
schools  are  injured  by  the  demoralizing  practice  of  bor- 
rowing. Some  scholars  depend  wholly,  or  largely  upon 
books  that  belong  to,  and  should  not  be  removed  from,  the 
teacher's  desk  ;  and  as  a  result  the  desk  books  become 
speedily  defaced  and  dilapidated.  Chronic  borrowing  is 
a  sin,  and  our  schools  should  not  be  guilty  of  tolerating 
it.  If  the  parents  cannot  afford  to  purchase  the  books, 
the  laws  of  our  State  compel  the  committee  to  do  it.  But 
if  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  parental  neglect  ,  the  books  should 
be  furnished  the  same  as  free  books,  and  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  Selectmen,  under  a  statute  of  our  State,  to  collect 
the  bill.  If  people  knew  how  deep-seated  this  wicked 
custom  of  borrowing  has  become,  they  would  be  alarmed 
at  the  evil  effects  upon  the  morals  of  the  young  —  not  to 
mention  the  large  amount  of  precious  time  wasted  in  the 
deed. 
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In  the  fourth  place,  we  recommend  that  the  teacher's 
tenure  of  office  be  held  subject  to  the  action  of  the  board. 
If  the  schools  are  to  be  regarded  as  independent  kingdoms, 
and  the  prerogative  of  hiring  teachers,  and  taking  charge 
of  the  schools  is  to  be  deputed  to  the  local  committees  as  a 
right  divine — in  the  words  of  a  poet, 

"The  right  divine       ...       to  govern  wrong" — 

we  will  not  quarrel  with  the  powers  that  be.  But  justice 
to  teachers,  and  regard  for  the  condition  of  schools  demand 
that  a  school's  head  shall  neither  be  retained,  nor  decapi- 
tated at  the  hat  of  a  single  person,  who  is  virtually  a 
despot — a  good  or  bad  despot  it  may  be,  but  nevertheless, 
and  essentially,  a  despot.  Let  us  invoke  the  guidance  of 
common  sense  in  this  matter.  The  town  under  orders  of 
the  State  pays  a  party  to  keep  watch  over  its  schools. 
This  position  enables  the  party  to  become  deeply  acquaint- 
ed with  the  teacher's  work  and  merit.  The  town  on  its 
own  responsibility  appoints  a  committee  in  each  district, 
so  called,  to  look  out  for  the  interests  of  the  school  there. 
Now  what  would  be  more  in  the  line  of  sound  business 
principles  and  responsible  government  than  to  have  the 
school  board  convene  near  the  close  of  each  term,  listen 
to  the  reports  of  of  visiting  and  local  committees  in  regard 
to  each  school,  make  a  careful  investigation  of  the  fads 
they  offer,  and  then  vote  on  the  retention  or  dismission  of 
all  the  teachers  ?  There  is  another  important  consideration 
to  weigh.  Pending  the  next  town  meeting,  two  schools 
are  left  without  a  head,  under  the  present  mode  of  admin- 
istration, until  the  turning  of  the  ballot  box  at  town  meet- 
ing arms  two  individuals  with  the  proper  authority  to 
supply  the  vacancies.  Xow  if  the  schools  referred  to  are 
in  good  hands,  and  prosperous,  it  would  be  a  seven1  injury 
to  change.    And  if  the  teachers  arc  to  be  retained  or  dis- 
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charged,  it  is  wrong  for  them  to  be  obliged  to  spend  a 
month  or  more  in  a  state  of  suspense.  The  board  has  every 
opportunity  to  learn  what  is  the  standing  of  teachers  and 
schools,  and  if  the  plan  recommended  were  adopted,  the 
interests  of  both  would  be  promoted  very  much.  The  fact 
that  in  two  out  of  three  years  three  teachers  and  schools 
are  plunged  into  this  unfavorable  predicament  adds  em- 
phasis to  the  desirability  of  the  proposed  reform. 

We  recommend  that  the  board  keep  an  itemized  account 
of  all  the  expenditures  made  by  the  local  committees  for 
every  purpose.  It  is  its  business  to  do  this  work,  and  hand 
in  the  account  for  the  annual  report  of  the  town.  From 
lack  of  its  performance  in  previous  years  the  work  has 
been  done  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  town,  in  addition  to  his 
legitimate  duties,  and  at  extra  trouble.  In  the  matter  of 
repairs  on  school  houses,  the  board  has  hitherto  been  com- 
pletely in  the  dark  as  to  how  the  expenditure  compares 
with  the  appropriation.  As  a  result  some  much  needed 
repairs  have  been  left  undone  during  the  present  year,  from 
fear  that  the  appropriation  might  be  exceeded.  The  plan 
proposed  would  furnish  an  adequate  remedy,  and  go  to 
place  the  board  on  its  proper  basis. 

We  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  at  once  toward  the 
introduction  of  supplementary  reading  of  some  kind  into 
our  schools.  We  are  obliged  to  retain  the  same  reading 
books,  or  else  put  the  town  to  a  considerable  expense  to 
change  them.  As  a  result  our  schools  go  tramping  year 
after  year  over  the  same  ground,  and  lose  all  the  benefit 
that  a  trip  into  "green  tields  and  pastures  new"  would 
yield.  Many  cases  have  come  to  our  ears  wherein  young 
scholars  go  home  and  repeat  almost  word  for  word  the 
pieces  read  by  advance  classes.  One  of  the  features  of 
profitable  reading  is  to  have  it  fertile  in  surprises.  But, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  how  can  that  be?  To 
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overcome  this  evil,  papers  are  now  published  with  matter 
readable  and  full  of  present  interest,  and  in  our  opinion  it 
would  be  wise  in  our  board  to  put  such  papers  into  our 
schools. 

We  recommend  that  such  scholars  in  our  schools,  as  can 
produce  a  neat  and  worthy  copy  book  be  promoted  to  the 
study  of  Book-keeping  or  Drawing.  In  writing  under  a 
copy  scholars  are  apt  to  get  to  a  certain  stage  of  proficien- 
cy with  the  pen,  and  stop  there  or  go  down  hill.  The 
change  suggested  would  infuse  the  fresh  zeal  of  a  new  pur- 
suit, make  a  higher  application  of  the  principles  of  writing, 
train  the  faculty  for  calculation,  and  establish  a  path  in  the 
direction  of  active  service. 

Finally  we  recommend — no,  we  pray  for  a  revival  of  in- 
terest in  the  common  schools,  which  are  the  nursery  of 
our  Civilization,  and  the  palladium  of  our  liberties.  We 
appeal  to  the  leaders,  who  guide  the  course  of  town  affairs, 
and  pitch  the  key  of  public  opinion,  that  they  throw  their 
influence  to  protect  the  region  of  school  affairs  from  the 
intrusion  of  personal  or  political  intrigues,  and  keep  it  sa- 
cred to  the  purposes  of  its  ordainment.  We  appeal  to 
the  citizens,  who  rule  with  the  ballot  box,  that  they  keep 
a  sharp  eye  upon  the  administration  of  school  affairs,  and 
permit  none  but  persons  of  high  character,  broad  mind, 
and  educational  sympathies,  to  wear  the  title  of  committee, 
and  stand  guard  over  their  schools.  AVe  appeal  to  the 
parents,  whose  offspring  have  been,  are,  or  will  be,  the 
recipients  of  a  common  school  training,  to  aid  and  spur  on, 
if  need  be,  the  committees  and  teachers  to  aim  at  the  high- 
est standard  of  instruction  and  discipline.  We  appeal  to 
every  soul  within  the  limits  of  this  town  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Common  School,  as  an  institution,  is  second  to 
none  in  power  to  affect  the  welfare  of  the  town  for  good  or 
ill,  and  we  warn  them  that  if  they  desire  to  place  both  the 
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schools  and  the  town  upon  a  stage  of  solid  and  thriving 
prosperity,  they  must  strive  to  overcome  the  misfortune 
of  the  town's  being  cut  up  into  scattered,  and  isolated  sec- 
tions, and  march  arm  in  arm,  with  a  single  heart  throbbing 
with  the  solicitude  of  a  town-wide  embrace,  and  with  an 
undivided  purpose  seeking  with  impartial  eye  the  good  of 
every  school  within  the  area  of  the  township. 

W.  H.  REEBY, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
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SCHOLARS  PERFECT  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

DlST.  1. 

Three  Terms. — John  Oldfield. 

Two  Terms. — Fred  Boss,  Austin  Sweet. 

One  Term.* — Mabel  Anthony,  Mabel  Ames,  Carrie 
Briggs,  Nettie  Briggs,  Etta  Hussey,  Ruth  King,  Sampson 
Ames,  Frank  Boss,  George  Boynton,  Alfred  Carpenter, 
Caspar  Carpenter,  Alfred  Clapp,  Walter  Talbot,  Bertie 
Wetherell. 

Dist.  2.  § 

Three  Terms. — Elbert  Walker. 
Two  Terms. — Henry  Shaw. 

One  Term. — Florenee  Freeman,  Hattie  Freeman,  Esther 
Shaw,  Mary  Shaw,  Willis  Fales,  Carlos  Freeman,  James 
Freeman,  Fred  Keene,  Lloyd  Pike,  Louis  Bulley. 

Dist.  3. 

Three  Terms. — Lottie  Willis. 

Two  Terms. — Cora  Hogan,  Minnie  Hogan,  Theresa 
Smith. 

One  Term. — Mary  Jackson,  Lillian  Lincoln,  Mary 
McCabe,  Sallie  Willis,  Alice  Woodward,  George  Jackson, 
John  McCabe,  Percy  Sprague. 

Dist.  4. 

Two  Terms. — Bridget  Leddy,  Everett  Fletcher. 
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One  Term. — Mary  Galligan,  Annie  Knapp,  Agnes 
O'Brien,  Orice  Trumley,  Burnett  Galligan,  James  O'Brien, 
Napoleon  Trumley. 

Dist.  5. 
Two  Years. — Harry  Wood. 

Two  Terms. — Fannie  Crossman,  Mary  Jellow,  James 
Golf,  Orren  Goff,  Arthur  Sweet. 

One  Term. — Minnie  Bruce,  Susie  Crossman,  Maggie 
Jellow,  Fannie  Wood,  Dana  Bruce,  Frank  Harding,  Ches- 
ter Sweet,  Horace  Sweet,  Bertie  Tebbetts,  Walter  Wood. 

Dist.  6, 

Four  Years. — Lizzie  Leonard,  Willie  Leonard. 
Three  Years. — Rhoda  Danforth. 

Three  Terms. — Eva  Danforth,-  Nellie  Lincoln,  Merton 
Lincoln. 

Two  Terms. — Lillie  Holmes,  Harry  Leonard.  Virgil 
Leonard. 

One  Term. — Bessie  Lane,  Emma  Woodward,  Ida 
Woodward,  David  Holmes,  Edgar  Holmes,  Harry  Lane, 
Horace  Sweet,  Willie  Titus,  Daniel  Woodward. 

Dist.  7. 

Three  Terms. — Helen  Butts,  Winnie  Butts,  Oliver 
White. 

Two  Terms.    Flora  Oilman. 

One  Term. — Ellen  Keith,  Florence  Keith,  Lillian 
White,  Minnie  Willis,  Albert  White, 

Dist.  8. 

One  Term. — Mary  Austin,  Bessie  Larson,  Lizzie  Lar- 
son, Mary  Leonard,  Phenic  Leonard,  Albert  Lincoln. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


51 


Teachers. 

A.  Louise  McCormick. 
\  Arthur  A.  Lincoln. 

Cora  V.  Chase. 
■{  Isaac  W.  Wilcox. 

|  Lila  P.  McCormick. 

|  Mattie  J.  Crawford. 

Isaac  W.  Wilcox, 
-j  i:  lorence  ru.  L/opeianu. 

Arthur  A.  Lincoln, 
j  Cora  V.  Chase. 

|  Adelaide  E.  Austin. 

Mary  E.  Whitcombe. 
j  Marion  E.  Wilber. 
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Warrantf  or  Annual  Town  Meetln 


BRISTOL,  ss. 

To  D.  K.  Carpenter,  or  either  of  the  Constables  of 
the  Town  of  Norton,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters 
in  the  town  of  Norton,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall,  in  said 
Norton,  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of  April,  1884,  at  ten 
o'clock  a.m.,  then  and  there  to  act  upon  the  following 
articles,  to  wit ; 


Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  3.  To  vote  "Yes"  or  "No"  by  separate  ballots 
upon  the  question  :  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year?" 

Art.  4.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 
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Art.  5.  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  poor 
and  incidental  expenses. 

Art.  (k    To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Art.  7.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  school 
houses. 

Art.  8.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  9.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  presented  by  the  selectmen. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  select- 
men to  hire  a  physician  by  the  year  to  attend  the  sick 
poor. 

Art.  12.  To  see  in  what  manner  the  town  will  expend 
their  money  for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  hire  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes  of  the  current  year,  and  to  issue  notes 
of  the  town  therefor,  and  to  make  payable  from  said  taxes 
the  debts  incurred  under  authority  of  this  vote. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  a  committee 
to  settle  with  the  selectmen  and  treasurer. 

Art.  15.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  rela- 
tive to  purchasing  a  road  scraper. 

Art.  16.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  rela- 
tive to  straightening  the  road  leading  from  Willis'  saw  mill 
to  the  corner  where  Chas.  A.  Drake's  shop  formerly  stood, 
in  accordance  with  the  petition  of  George  B.  Crane  and 
others. 

Art.  17.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  selectmen  relative 
to  purchasing  a  new  town  farm,  and  act  thereon. 
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Art.  18.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  rela- 
tive to  the  claim  of  Norton  vs.  Canton.  % 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  make  appli- 
cation to  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  establishment 
of  a  truant  school. 

Art.  20.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  rela- 
tive to  the  Magazine  Club  occupying  a  room  in  the  Town 
Hall. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  of  the  body  of  this  warrant  at  each  of 
the  public  meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at 
least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting.  Hereof  fail 
not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  nineteenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  four. 

W.  D.  WITHERELL,  )  Selectmen 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  [  of 
OREN  E.  WALKER,  )  Norton. 


-OF  THE- 


Selectmen,  Overseer^  of  tie  Poor, 


TREASURER.  AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 


-AND- 


School  Committee 


-OF  THE- 


TOWN    OK  NORTON, 


-FOR  THE- 


NORTON,  MASS. 
IPrii  ited  at  the  C 1 1 1 1 re  1 1  arid  Home  Office. 
1  8  8  5. 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

District  No.  1.    F.  A.  Clapp,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $598 
Paid  F.  A.  Clapp,  for  labor  and  materials,  $79.18 


N.  E.  Freeman, 

39.35 

Robert  Hall, 

7.50 

John  O'Larey, 

3.00 

Frank  Steadman, 

31.01 

John  Murphy, 

29.90 

W m.  Gale, 

23.74 

E.  D.  Keith, 

24.00 

Geo.  Keith, 

18.75 

Loren  B.  Willis, 

54.32 

F.  D.  Hunt, 

17.85 

S.  A.  Draper, 

6.00 

Lewis  B.  Dean, 

13.75 

Joseph  Fitzgerald, 

24.00 

Henry  Galligan, 

16.50 

Ichabod  Willis, 

20.48 

John  Coyle, 

3.60 

James  Coyle, 

3.45 

Eben  B.  Willis, 

24.83 

Patrick  Steadman, 

2.25 

E.  L.  Briggs, 

2.28 

J.  S.  Wood, 

36.75 

Pierce  &  Carpenter, 

9.98 

Wm.  J.  Briggs, 

25.05 

S.  Lewis  Leonard, 

14.58 

G.  H.  Arnold, 

2.62 

James  Murphy, 

1.50 

M.  Murphy, 

3.00 

C.  H.  Smith, 

7.50 
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G.  T.  Crane,  3.92 
A.  Barker,  5.20 
Henry  Hunt,  *  7.00 
W.  D.  Witherell,  35.34 

 $598.18 


District  No.  2.    L.  C.  Wetherell,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation,  $381.49 


L.  C.  Wetherell, 

$78.53 

H.  S.  Freeman, 

20.88 

E.  L.  Wetherell, 

24.24 

G.  B.  Shaw, 

17.08 

W.  H.  Codding, 

33.40 

0.  E.  Walker, 

39.94 

Chester  Chase, 

3.00 

Geo.  W.  Codding, 

22.20 

Hc.nrv  TvflTip, 

2.25 

Joseph  Bulley, 

.45 

S.  A.  Briggs, 

3.60 

Geo.  Green, 

7.55 

Chas.  D.  Lane, 

3.40 

S.  A.  Wetherell, 

9.45 

H.  S.  Freeman, 

3.20 

Frank  Steadman, 

3.45 

B.  Stanton, 

7.50 

H.  Galligan, 

.75 

R.  Steadman, 

.75 

Jas.  McCabe, 

1.00 

Henry  Horr, 

.40 

Wm.  E.  Pay  son, 

4.57 

D.  W.  Makepeace, 

1.70 

Chas.  Horr, 

2.80 

A.  King, 

7.20 
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J.  S.  Wood,  42.00 
Wm.  Chase,  40.20 

 $381.49 


District  No.  3.    J.  M.  McCormick,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation, 

Paid  John  M.  McCormick, 

$78.50 

Adam  Jackson, 

20.86 

A.  H.  Eddy, 

6.75 

E.  B.  Lincoln, 

17.61 

Gr.  W.  Austin, 

5.25 

John  Reynolds, 

1.50 

Frank  Williams, 

3.90 

C.  H.  Smith, 

19.85 

J.  S.  Wood, 

54.00 

L.  H.  Willis, 

12.65 

M.  0.  Brine, 

.90 

John  Galligan, 

8.25 

E.  R.  McCormick, 

18.00 

J.  A.  McCormick, 

12.00 

Josiah  Woodward, 

3.46 

$263.48 


District  No.  4.    Geo.  A.  Lane,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation , 

Paid  W.  A.  Lane, 

$54.00 

John  H.  Arnold, 

44.80 

A.  W.  Tucker, 

20.55 

Chas.  Freeman, 

1.25 

Herbert  Wilbur, 

7.20 

Wm.  Card, 

10.50 

Lyman  Williams, 

1.50 
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Allen  D.  Lane, 

6.20 

Richard  Marley, 

3.75 

L.  W.  At  wood, 

13.50 

P  Plunkett 

8.70 

Barney  Leddy, 

4.95 

Jerry  Bowlin, 

6.00 

Stafford  &  Co., 

12.50 

Samuel  Fletcher, 

3.00 

M.  Mar  ley,  Jr., 

5.70 

John  Adair, 

1.50 

Geo  TT  Arnold 

12.95 

Geo.  A.  Lane, 

72.77 

J.  S.  Card, 

6.90 

A  (XL    V  (X  V  ct  1 J tX  1 1     1 1  ^ 

4.20 

Andrew  O'Brine, 

6.75 

Crosby, 

5.55 

D.  F.  Lane, 

12.15 

E.  K.  Arnold, 

3.50 

 $330.37 

Not  expended,  $7.00. 


District  No.  5.    J.  S.  Wood,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation,  $275.85 

Paid  J.  S.  Wood,  $91.16 

W.  W.  Smith,  49.31 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  29.76 

J.  D.  Hardon,  ,  15.61 

Chas.  Bruce,  2.70 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  16.35 
Geo.  Bruce,  2.32 

Wm.  R.  Forbs,  11.98 
Moses  Hunt,  7.50 

J.  N.  Tibbetts,  34.92 
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B.  E.  Sweet,  1.50 
Geo.  H.  Talbot,  4.52 
Geo.  L.  Titus,  Jr..  8.22 

 $275.85 


District  No.  6.    E.  C.  White,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation.  $244.63 


Philip  Fagan, 

$5.55 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

14.63 

Geo.  L.  Titus,  Jr., 

11.55 

David  Hirth, 

24.56 

Moses  Lincoln, 

7.86 

Joseph  G.  Newcomb. 

4.29 

Geo.  T.  Crane, 

5.1)5 

Geo.  H.  Leonard. 

8.00 

H.  G.  Danforth, 

47.97 

T.  J.  Lincoln, 

5.25 

J.  S.  Wood, 

4.36 

E.  C.  White, 

103.94 

W.  D.  Witherell, 

.72 

$244.63 


District  No.  7.  E.'D.  Keith,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriat i  on ,  $298.18 

Paid  E.  D.  Keith,  $86.94 

Joseph  Draper,  11.32 

S.  A.  Draper,  •  30.04 

J.  Draper,  2d,  30.67 

Fred  Draper,  28.12 

M.  Murphy,  .90  * 

Eugene  Austin,  3.00 
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Moses  Lincoln, 

5.01 

L.  B.  Willis, 

4.20 

Sidney  Pratt, 

6.75 

Geo.  C.  Crane, 

3.75 

Geo.  E.  Keith, 

8.00 

J.  8.  Wood, 

9.75 

J.  H.  Blandin, 

1.95 

Jerry  0' Brine, 

14.25 

F.  D.  Hunt, 

8.90 

Geo.  B.  Crane, 

17.64 

Daniel  Crane, 

1.39 

Josephus  Woodward, 

1.71 

Geo.  T.  Crane, 

,65 

James  Thurber, 

12.00 

S.  Lewis  Leonard, 

14.85 

Martin  L.  Keith, 

1.39 

$298.18 


District  No.  8.    L.  S.  Lincoln,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation,  $300.82 

Paid  Emery  C.  Lincoln,  $15.35 

Arthur  W.  Bolton;  12.65 

Silas  W.  Lincoln.  24.14 

John  H„ Lincoln,  27.58 

Simmer  W.  Lincoln,  36.85 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln,  27.98 

E.  R.  Lincoln,  12.00 

M.  O.  Lincoln.  16.59 

H.  T.  Lincoln,  9.00 
A.  D.  Washburn,  2.40 

I.  H.  Washburn,  9.15 
Clifton  Leonard,  9.15 
Geo.  II.  Leonard,  8.00 
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S.  Lewis  Leonard, 

8.00 

D.  B.  Field, 

5.62 

Rathburn  Field, 

8.1p 

W.  D.  Witherell, 

19.60 

J.  W.  Godfrey, 

13.83 

0.  B.  Dean, 

4.95 

Albert  Dean, 

4.05 

E.  H.  Dean, 

2.70 

A.  J.  Lothrop, 

2.70* 

C.  Bretton, 

5.40 

0.  C.  Drayton, 

8,10 

J.  H.  Leonard, 

6.93 

$300.82 


ALMSHOUSE  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

To  real  estate,  buildings,  household  furniture, 
hearse,  utensils  and  farm  implements,  as 


per  last  report,  $2,500.00 

Paid  Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  blankets,  4.00 

G.  O.  Blandin,  repairing  boots  and  shoes,  2.25 

F.  J.  Wetherell,      "       harness,  f  5.65 

G.  T.  Crane,  blacksmithing,  3.85 
E.  L.  Brings,  "  1.67 
A.  Chase,  "  6.65 
for  ice-chest,  21.70 
A.  Foster,  repairs,  1.50 


$2,547.27 
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Cr. 

Wear  and  tear  charged  Expense  Account,  $11.27 
Balance  representing  town  investment  as*  per 

inventory,  2,536.00 

$2,547.27 


ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $412.20 

Stock  account  wear  and  tear  as  per  inventory,  11.27 

Paid  Josiah  Woodward,  groceries,  87.39 

C.  B.  Wetherell,           "  74.20 

Stafford  &  Co.,             "  80.80 

Noyes  &  Son,               "  81.81 

Cobb,  Bates  &  Yerxa,    "  27.84 

E.  A.  Briggs  &  Co.,  grain,  214.46 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  62.42 

E.  R.  Leonard,  meat,  18.94 

Geo.  A.  Dean,     "  5.81 

L.  H.  Goward,     "  43.13 

J.  H.  Blandin,  soap,  12.00 

A.  Barker,  hay  and  labor,  30.75 
S.  L.  B.  Smith,  labor,  8.12 
J.  S.  Wood,  hay  and  phosphates,  22.94 

B.  B.  Grossman,  superintendent,  200.00 
Funeral  expenses  of  Allen  Hill,  20.00 
S.  Colby  &  Co.,  clothing,  22.21 
B.  B.  Grossman,  paying  bills,  87.20 
Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  9.25 
Walker  and  Lane,  tilling  ice  house,  13.00 


$1,545.74 
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Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  February  28,  1885,  $298.50 


Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account, 

220.78 

lZ>V)tlIQ  (JI  LZi  LlallipS, 

Ol.  i  o 

Nineteen  funerals, 

28.50 

Support  11  1-5  paupers  for  year, 

966.21 

$1,545.74 

Expense  per  head  for  each  pauper,  $86.27. 

INVENTORY  REAL  ESTATE,  FARM  BUILDINGS, 

Etc.  (ALMSHOUSE.) 

House,  barn,  outbuildings  and  farm, 

$1,200 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding  and  utensils, 

290 

Three  cows  and  heifer, 

150 

Horse, 

100 

Two  express  wagons, 

75 

One  farm  wagon  and  cart, 

40 

One  pung  and  grindstone, 

12 

One  cultivator  and  three  plows. 

10 

Four  harnesses, 

55 

Wheelbarrow,  three  binding  and  three  draft  chains,  9 

One  hearse, 

500 

Sundry  tools, 

35 

One  sled,  halter,  two  blankets  and  surcingle, 

14 

Seven  M  cedar  shingles, 

21 

One  mowing  machine, 

25 

$2,536 
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INVENTORY  ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT, 


FEBRUARY  28,  1885. 

1-2  tons  English  hay  and  rye  fodder, 

$20.00 

9  bushels  rye, 

7.00 

16  bushels  corn, 

10.00 

Meal  and  shorts, 

2.00 

2  hams, 

5.00 

4  bushels  beans, 

7.00 

Nails, 

2.50 

10  cords  sawed  and  split  wood, 

50.00 

10  cords  green  wood, 

35.00 

400  lbs.  pork, 

40.00 

3  pork  barrels, 

4.00 

1-3  bbl.  soap, 

1.25 

Cider  and  barrel, 

4.00 

1-2  bbls.  flour, 

9.00 

2  galls,  molasses, 

1.25 

Sugar  and  eg^s, 

2.00 

16  baskets, 

4.00 

1  bbl.  crackers,  ' 

2.50 

50  lbs.  lard, 

6.00 

30  lbs  butter 

9.00 

35  lbs.  soap, 

2.00 

3  swine, 

30.00 

Lot  of  ice, 

25.00 

36  fowls, 

1 

20.00 

$298.50 
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RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 


Potatoes, 

$12.05 

Pork, 

40.57 

Pigs, 

14.50 

Veal, 

17.90 

7^ 
OO  •  1  o 

Poultry, 

55.19 

Straw  and  rye, 

7.57 

Plank, 

1.00 

Use  of  cart  and  hearse, 

3.25 

$220.78 

INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE,  FEBRUARY  28,  1885. 

James  Walker, 

78  years  of  age. 

Silence  Bates, 

68  " 

Lucinda  Smith, 

81  " 

Hannah  L.  Smith, 

59  « 

Lydia  Shepley, 

74  " 

Solomon  Hodges, 

75  U 

Nancy  Hodges, 

59  4 

Merrick  0.  Newcomb, 

61  " 

Patrick  O'Brien, 

56  " 

Williams  B.  Wheeler, 

80  M 

Allen  Hill  died  October  27.    Frank  Gardner  left  May  19. 

Whole  number  for  year,  12.  Present  number,  10. 
Average  number  for  year,  11  1-5. 
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POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

E.  C.  White,  aid  to  Perez  Foster,  $52.00 

W.  D.  Witherell,  «  ^ 44  10.00 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  and  others,  aid  to  C.  W. 

Haskins,  47.35 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and  clothing  of 

Samuel  E.  Lane,  184.45 
Sally  Lincoln,  aid  to  and  funeral  expense  of  Nancy 

Lincoln,  25.00 

Aid  and  funeral  expense  of  M.  Sumner,  33.(34 

Dr.  Round,  surgical  attendance  on  M.  Sumner,  10.00 

Fall  River,  aid  to  Ellen  Lane  and  children,  12.00 

Mansfield,      44     Henry  Bruce,  26.75 

C  B.  Wetherell.  aid  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  26.85 

44            44           44    Josiah  Harvey,  13.40 

G.  H.  Arnold,        44        44          44  4.75 

O.  H.  Lane,           44        44          44  34.44 

44     Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  10.51 

Sam'l  Hodges          44        44          44  18.00 

O.  E.  Walker,        44        4  4          44  3.00 

Taunton,                 kk     Mrs.  Wm.  Woodward,  5.25 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  Ella  Washburn,  6.00 

Easton,  aid  to  the  Kenan  children,  3.00 

New  Bedford,  aid  to  Mrs.  W.  Bruce,  4.00 
Kimball  and  Noyes  &  Son,  aid  to  M.  W.  Wheeler,  5.00 

W.  I).  Witherell,  aid  to  W.  E.  Washburn,  16.42 

44     C.  Horton,  17.00 


$568.81 
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POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 


Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  L.  J.  Washburn,  Reho- 

both,  $45.50 
G.  L.  Kimball  and  others,  aid  to  L.  J.  Washburn, 

Rehoboth,  33.37 
G.  L.  Kimball  and  others,  aid  to  Betsy  Washburn, 

Brockton,  28.60 
Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  Betsy  Washburn,  Brock- 
ton, 7.00 
Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  Albert  Dean,  Taunton,  4.00 
Aid  to  Albert  Dean,  Taunton,  1.50 
Aid  to  James  Bevins,  State  Pauper,  19.00 
Aid  to  James  S.  Washburn,  State  Pauper,  2.00 
Aid  to  M.  Bolen,  State  Pauper,  2.25 
Settlement  of  E.  J.  Brigffs,  of  Salem,  9.45 
Aid  to  E.  R.  Hood  of  Taunton,  5.00 
Aid  to  Mary  Leonard,  of  Easton,  1.15 


I15&.82 


STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 
Paid  sundry  persons,  $555.50 


PAYMENT  OF  DEBT. 
Paid  borrowed  money  and  interest, 


$1,513.75 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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REGISTRY  OF  VOTERS. 

Paid  H.  B.  Pierce,  registry  book,  $1.00 

Lane  Brothers,  printing,  2.57 

J.  A.  Leonard,  clerk  of  registers,  15.00 


$18.57 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  James  P.  Lane,  Supt.  of  Schools,  $125.00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  Treasurer,  100.00 
fck  tk         returning  and  recording  births, 

marriages  and  deaths,  23.87 

H.  G.  Danforth,  Collector  of  taxes,  50.96 

W.  D.  Witherell,  Selectman,  Assessor  and  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,  125.00 

O.  E.  Walker,  Selectman,  Assessor  and  Overseer 

of  the  Poor,  125.00 

W.  E.  Pay  son,  Selectman,  Assessor  and  Overseer 

of  the  Poor,  125.00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  warning  town  meeting,  6.00 


$680.83 


TOWN  HALL  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  H.  Smith,  janitor,  $60.50 

J.  S.  Wood,  for  coal,  13.00 

Lane  &  Morse,  for  wood,  8.00 

Noyes  &  Son,  for  oil  and  chimneys,  13.14 

Goodyear  Rubber  Co . ,  for  spittoons ,  13 . 90 
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Mrs.  Steadman,  for  stove,  5.00 
W.  Gale  and  others,  for  grading  and  repairs,  14.00 

$127.54 

Cr. 

Eeceived  for  use  of  Hall,  $124.50 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


W.  D.  Witherell,  for  order  book,  tax  bills,  post- 
age, express,  and  car  fare,  $20.78 

Lane  Brothers,  printing,  44.99 

Abatement  of  Mrs.  Tucker's  tax,  5.00 

Repairs  of  guide  posts,  2.00 
W.  E.  Payson,  assessors'  book,  stationery,  and  car 

fare,  5.62 

State  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  9.55 

Fairbanks,  Brown  &  Co.,  Aveights,  2.83 

Howard  Clock  Co . ,  weights ,                       *  2.00 

Hospital  commitment  expense,  5.00 

H.  A.  Dickerman,  Hicks  fund  account  book,  4.00 
Council  fees  and  costs  of  suit  Easton  vs.  Norton  to 

date,  58.11 

Selectmen,  for  railing  in  No.  2  district,  10.19 

Ezra  Handy,  damage  by  defect  in  No.  4  highway,  50.00 

W.  A.  Lane,  car  fare,  2.00 

J.  A.  Leonard,  express  and  postage,  4.10 


$226.17 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  $2,529.33 

Repairs  of  school  houses,  656.29 

School  supplies,  455.32 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  2,693.00 

Support  of  poor  at  almshouse,  1,122.27 

out  of  "  568.81 
belonging  out  of  town,  158.82 

State  aid,  555.50 

Temporary  loan  and  interest,  1,513.75 

Town  officers,  680.83 

Incidental  expenses,  226.17 

Expense  of  town  hall,  127.54 

registering  voters,  18.57 

for  repairs  at  almshouse,  47.27 


$11,353.47 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


T?f»orici  finn  TsTMrl  fro  a 
iVUdUo  ttlUJ.  JJlUl^tJOy 

t9  r^00  00 

ip4  )0\J\J  .\J\J 

Poor  and  Incidentals, 

2,000.00 

Schools, 

2,000.00 

Repairs  of  School  Houses, 

700.00 

For  widening  the  road  at  Willis'  mill, 

200.00 

County  Tax, 

760.63 

State  Tax, 

980.00 

$9,140.63 

W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  2,  1885. 
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ASSESSORS'  ROT 

May  1,  1884. 


Total  valuation  of  real  estate, 

$604,775.00 

personal  estate, 

151,300.00 

Total, 

$756,075.00 

Total  tax  committed  to  collector, 

$8,438.75 

Tax  or  rate  per  $1000, 

$10.00 

Number  of  polls, 

439 

Tax  on  each  poll, 

$2.00 

Number  of  horses  taxed, 

280 

cows 

.  344 

sheep 

33 

dwelling  houses 

370 

acres  of  land 

16,811 

W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON, 

Assessors  of  Norton. 
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Dr. 


Cash  in  Treasury  March  2,  1884, 
Received  borrowed  money, 
of  City  of  Taunton, 
Brockton, 
Town  of  Rehoboth, 
Easton, 

State  Treasurer,  for  State  paupers, 
Bank  tax, 


Corporation  tax, 
State  aid, 
Income  of  school 
fund, 
dog  fund, 


$2,180,66 
1,500.00 
12.25 
36.10 
42.19 
1.50 
71.25 
846.60 
70.99 
441.50 


220.29 
214.32 
120.00 
30.10 
6.00 


County  Treasurer 
Hicks  trust  fund, 
for  School  Books  and  Supplies  sold, 
Peddler's  license, 
Loam  sold  from  around  the  Town  Hall,  1.10 
Grass  "  "  3.75 

Use  of  Town  Hall,  124.50 
Income  of  town  farm,  220.78 
from  Henry  Gr.  Danforth,  Collector  for 

1884,  7,595.37 


$13,739.25 
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Cr. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  selectmen,  $11,353.47 
State  tax,  <)*().  00 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1884,  64.50 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  2,  1885,  1,341.28 


$13,739.25 

JACOB  A.  LEONAED, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1884. 


Date.  Name.  Name  of  Parents. 

Jan.    3.  Charles  Faiants.  Lewis  and  Lena. 

(5.  John  Edward  Bully.  Peter  and  Justina. 

9.  Rosanna  Theron.  Napoleon  and  Mary. 

13.  Eunice  Marshall  Kelly.  Henry  H.  and  Annie  M. 

25.  Ellen  Sullivan.  Timothy  and  Mary. 

Feb.    3.  Bertha  A.  Whitman.       Harris  P.  and  J.  Alice. 

6.  Lavina  O'Connell.  John  and  Rosanna. 

23.  Clifford  Merwin  Willis.   Calvin  T.  and  Julia  A. 
Moh.  11.  George  Bowers  Crane.  George  T.  and  C.  Amelia. 

27.  Lizzie  Bertha  Robbing.  William  E.  and  Sarah  E. 

Apr.  30.  Willie  James  Tucker.         John  D.  and  Annie. 

May    1.  Joseph  Fitzgerald.  Maurice  and  Lizzie. 

2.  Winford  Almon Kilburn.  Jerome  R.and  Carrie  A. 

6.  Ada  Baldwin  Grossman,      Otis  B.  and  Mary  N. 

13.  Agnes  McQuilkin.  John  and  Margaret. 

17.  Ralph  C.  Austin.        Granville  D.  and  Julia  E. 

20.  Elizabeth  Adelia  Lincoln.  G.  Palmer  and  Bessie  J. 

27.  Gertrude  Mason  Fales.  William  N.  and  Lydia  M. 

27.  Frank  Washburn.  William  E.  and  Ella  F. 

June   6.  Ernest  Raymond  Williams.  Lyman  and  Annie  F. 

24.  Ethel  Wilhelmine  Hastings. 

Thomas  K.  and  Ella  Dora. 

25.  Fred  Ellsworth  Knight.  John  and  Adda. 
July    6.  George  L.  Titus.     George  L.,  Jr.,  and  Mary  L. 

31.  Ernest  Ellsworth  Waterman. 

Rufus  E.  and  Mabel  A. 

Aug.  15.  Lilian  B.  Washburn.  Alexander  D.  and  Lucy  J. 

Sept.  1.  Sarah  Ellen  Fitzgerald.        William  and  Annie. 

6.  Margaret  Annie  O'Brien.        Daniel  and  Annie. 

1 1 .  Walter  Harl  ey  At  ward .  Leonard  W .  and  Mary  M . 
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Sept.  17.  Edith  Abbie  Blanding.    Lester  D.  and  Eliza  J. 

27.  Joseph  Arthur  Quintel.  Arthur  and  Mary. 

Oct.  18.  Helese  Lileo  Plant.  Frank  and  Helese. 

Dec.    9.  William  Ambrose  Waldron. 

William  F.  and  Bessie. 

17.  Carlton  Lane.  Charles  E.  and  Gertrude  E. 

Whole  number  33.    Males  17.    Females  16. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1884. 


Date. 

Residence* 

Age. 

Jan.  1. 

William         TCn^rm  #Tr 

28 

Ida  A.  Walker. 

Norton. 

26 

Feb.  16. 

Charles  S.  Bruce. 

Norton . 

27 

Samantha  K.  Goff. 

Norton. 

36 

19. 

Will  in  m  H  Morev 

Nni'toU 

XI  V71  UV/11* 

19 

Lena  E.  Westcott  . 

Attleborough. 

19 

26. 

Henry  Ryan. 

Taunton. 

25 

Annie  M.  Coyle. 

Norton. 

22 

Mch.  9. 

•Tosijih  C  MprHp 

fj  VJkj  1  till     V.    •     I'l  V CA. V_A Kj  • 

Novton 

60 

Mary  Thayer. 

Boston. 

53 

May  4. 

Charles  B.  Dean. 

Norton. 

18 

Lizzie  P.  Lincoln. 

North  Raynham. 

18 

29. 

Charles  L.  Wilbur. 

Norton. 

28 

Addie  Bradley. 

Mansfield. 

18 

Auo\  8. 

Benjamin  T.  Haskell. 

Norton. 

24 

Lavia  Eva  Covelle. 

Mansfield. 

25 

oept.  zu. 

James  ivicrioiianci. 

Central  Falls,  R.I.  24 

Ellen  Leddy. 

Norton. 

22 

Nov.  6. 

William  H.  Rider. 

Foxboro. 

27 

Carrie  E.  Crane. 

Norton. 

21 

Dec.  16. 

Willie  S.  Lincoln. 

Norton. 

19 

Mary  A.  Hig^ins. 

Raynham. 

17 

24. 

Thomas  J.  Halliday. 

Attleborough. 

24 

Emma  S.  Tebbitts. 

Attleborough. 

21 
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Dec.  25.  Hyacinthe  Dion.  Norton.  t  28 

Emma  Lambert.  Norton.  25 

31.  Willard  I.  Alger.  Attleborough.  21 

Minnie  E.  Gibbs.  Norton.  21 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1884. 


Date.  Name. 

Jan.    3.  Rebecca  H.  Skinner. 
9.  Catherine  Cosgrove. 
15.  Meheta  Burt. 

18.  John  Lincoln. 

19.  Elizabeth  A.  Cole. 
Feb.  23.  Henry  E.  Messinger. 
Mch.  6.  Eunice  Harclon. 
Apr.  29.  Nancy  Lincoln. 
May   1.  Abigail  Keith. 

2.  Martha  Bullock. 
June  7.  Abigail  Freeman. 

17.  Frederic  E.  Bruce. 

22.  Marshall  Sumner. 
Aug.  26.  Edith  Waldron. 

30.  Sarah  Ann  White. 
Oct.    6.  Freddie  Valentine. 

12.  Elizabeth  Gaffney. 

27.  Allen  L.  Hill. 
Nov.ll.  Jennie  McLehose. 

15.  Avis  P.  Hodges. 

Dec.  17.  Benjamin  Parker. 

26.  Mary  Patten  Pillsbury. 

28.  Nancy  Tripp. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

r  ell  til  yolb . 

81 

4 

24 

I J  lit  UctcB  . 

Olrl  mo-p 

81 

9 

12 

(  U  rl    o  rro 
V71U.  tlgc. 

81 

2 

23 

T^h  t"li  iaia 

I  11  Llllolo  • 

46 

24 

Heart  Disease. 

32 

"Pnpnmonifl 

66 

2 

4 

Olrl   o  nro 
v / in  age. 

89 

9 

11 

Consumption. 

87 

2 

1.  lltJUlllvJlllct. 

84 

11 

-Ciccii  u  .•vi&cci&t; . 

87 

6 

25 

Spinal  Meningitis. 

4 

6 

22 

Suicide. 

72 

1 

14 

Cholera  Infantum. 

1 

6 

Gastric  Fever. 

70 

4 

14 

Septicannia. 

7 

Liver  Complaint. 

51 

5 

Bright's  Disease. 

72 

9 

Consumption. 

17 

1 

4 

Old  age. 

87 

10 

1 

Gastric  Fever. 

68 

1 

1 

Paralysis  of  Heart.  81 

6 

23 

Paralysis. 

93 

3 

29 

Whole  number,  23.    Males,  7  ;  females,  16. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Auditing  Committee'?  Repor 


Dr. 

Amount  due  schools, 

to  balance  account, 


$629  JO 
1,413.83 


Cr. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
due  from  town  of  Rehoboth, 

J.  S.  Wood,  collector,  1883, 
H.  G.  Danforth,  »  1884, 
the  State,  for  military  aid, 

temporary  aid, 


$2,042.93 

$1,341.18 
64.87 
26.03 
100.75 
506.00 
4.00 


$2,042.93 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  town,  March  1,  1884,  $2,074.26 

1885,  1,413.83 


Decrease  in  surplus  since  March  1,  1884,  $660.43 


We,  the  auditing  committee,  having  examined  the  books 
of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

GEO.  H.  ARNOLD. 
GEO.  W.  WILD,  M.  D. 

Norton,  March  2,  1885. 
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Dr.  TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE, 
1883. 

July  1.  Received  from  Cyrus  Hicks  of  Boston,  $4,000.00 
1884. 

July  1.  Received  interest  on  above,  240.00 


$4,240.00 
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TO  THE  HICKS  TRUST  FUND.  Cr. 
1883. 

July  1.  By  cash  invested  in  Danville,  Illinois, 

Town  Bonds,  $4,000.00 

1884. 

July  1.  Paid  Town  of  Norton,  for  care  of  said 

bonds,  120.00 

1.  Deposited  in  Bristol  County  Savings 
Bank",  Taunton,  for  Hicks  reserve 
fund,  100.00 

1.  Paid  Mrs.  Amelia  Lane,  for  care  of 

yard,  10.00 

1885. 

Mch.  2.  Cash  on  hand,  10.00 

$4,240.00 


We,  the  auditing  committee,  have  examined  the  hooks 
of  the  Hicks  Trust  Fund,  and  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

GEO.  W.  WILD,  M.  D. 
GEO.  H.  ARNOLD. 

Norton,  March  2,  1885. 
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0  OF  JURORS 


Presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  for 
Acceptance. 


ALFRED  BARKER, 
CHARLES  G.  CLAPP, 
REUEL  L.  ROBINSON, 
CHARLES  HAGGERTY, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
GEORGE  B.  SHAW, 
GEO.  L.  WETHERELL, 
GEORGE  L.  GREEN. 
SILAS  R,  GOFF, 
LEWIS  H.  WILLIS, 
LYMAN  WILLIAMS, 
WILLIAM  W.  SMITH, 
GEORGE  H.  ARNOLD, 


J,  STEPHEN  WOOD, 
EMMONS  H.  LINCOLN, 
S.  LEWIS  LEONARD, 
LLOYD  S.  LINCOLN, 
JOHN  H.  WHITE, 
CHARLES  P.  LEONARD, 
FRANK  E.  GROSSMAN, 
FRANK  H.  SMITH, 
EMERY  C.  LINCOLN, 
ALBERT  W.  TUCKER, 
BENJAMIN  E.  SWEET, 
JOHN  M.  McCORMICK, 
CHARLES  I.  GROSSMAN, 


DAUPHIN  K.  CARPENTER,      C.  HOWARD  LANE, 
HENRY  G.  DANFORTH. 


W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 


Norton,  March  2,  1*85. 


Annual  Report 

 OF  THE  


School  Committee 


 OF  THE  

TOWN    OF"  NORTON, 

 FOR  THE  

,y  ear  Er)<zlir)Cf  ^lecrcl)  1, 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


D.  K.  CARPENTER,  H.  S.  FREEMAN,  2d, 

O.  B.  DEAN, 
Term  expires  April,  1885. 

G.  H.  ARNOLD,  H.  G.  DANFORTH, 

F.  D.  HUNT, 
Term  expires  April,  1886. 

j.  m.  Mccormick,  t.  c.  carver, 

j.  p.  lane, 

Term  expires  April,  1887. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Chairman. — J.  P.  LANE. 
Secretary. — H.  G.  DANFORTH. 

Examining  Committee.—.).  P.  LANE,  H.  G.  DANFORTH, 

j.  m.  Mccormick. 

Committee  on  Repairs.— H.  G.  DANFORTH,  G.  H.  AR- 
NOLD, J.  M.  McCORMICK. 

Superintendent  of  Schools. — J.  P.  LANE. 


Regular  meetings  first  Monday  evening  of  each  month,  at  the 
committee  room  in  Town  Hall. 


REPORT. 


To  the  citizens,  of  Norton : 

'The  annual  report  of  the  School  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  March  1,  1885  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ORGANIZATION. 

At  their  tirst  meeting  after  the  town  meeting  in  April 
the  committee  organized,  choosing  a  chairman,  a  secretary, 
and  an  examining  committee  as  in  previous  years.  In 
anticipation  of  duties  under  the  new  "Free  supply  law" 
they  elected  a  superintendent  to  have  that  matter  in  charge 
and  the  duties  also  which  have  heretofore  devolved  on  a 
visiting  committee.  A  committee  on  repairs  was  also 
chosen  to  have  in  charge  the  work  contemplated  by  the 
special  appropriation  of  $500,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
appropriation  of  $200.  The  plan  heretofore  pursued  was 
continued,  delegating  to  each  of  the  eight  local  members, 
chosen  according  to  the  old  district  divisions,  the  care  of 
the  school  property  in  his  section  of  the  town,  to  make  all 
necessary  repairs,  to  provide  fuel,  ink  and  janitor's  services 
and  to  select  and  hire  the  teacher  as  "prudential  com- 
mittees" used  to  do  under  the  old  and  abolished  district 
system. 

They  however  further  provided  that  in  case  the  local 
committee  neglected  to  make  needed  repairs,  the  super- 
intendent should  report  the  fact  to  the  board,  when,  by  vote 
of  the  board,  the  committee  on  repairs  would  be  authorized 
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to  supply  the  deficiency.  They  also  further  provided 'that 
the  question  of  retaining  the  teachers  hired  by  the  local 
committees  and  certified  as  qualified  by  the  examining 
committee,  should  be  decided  by  vote  of  the  board  on 
hearing  reports  of  the  superintendent  and  local  com- 
mittees ;  the*  board  to  meet  regularly  on  the  first  Monday 
of  each  month  and  to  hold  special  meetings  whenever  oc- 
casion required,  on  notice  from  the  secretary. 

THE  SCHOOL  YEAR. 

The  committee  decided  that  the  appropriation  of  the 
town  and  other  resources  would  not  allow  continuing  the 
schools  more  than  32  weeks.  They  voted  that  limit,  to 
be  divided  into  three  terms  of  ten,  eleven  or  twelve  weeks 
at  the  discretion  of  the  local  committees. 

THE  TEACHERS. 

The  teachers  who  have  been  heretofore  in  charge  of  our 
schools  have  been  continued  through  the  year,  except  the 
teachers  of  Nos.  1  and  8.  Mr.  W.  H.  Reeby  took  charge 
of  school  No.  1  for  the  Spring  term.  After  the  close  of 
the  term  he  resigned  his  position  as  a  member  of  the  school 
committee.  Mr.  D.  K.  Carpenter  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Miss  Grace  L.  Harlow  of  Sharon  was  employed 
to  teach  the  Fall  term  and  was  retained  for  the  year.  Miss 
Marion  E.  Wilbur,  who  had  taught  school  No.  8  for  sev- 
eral terms,  withdrew  after  the  close  of  the  Spring  term  to 
acceept  an  opportunity  to  teach  in  Easton.  Miss  Louise 
G.  Marshall  of  Easton  was  employed  to  teach  the  Fall 
term  and  was  retained  for  the  year. 
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THE  PROBLEM  OF  NO.  1. 

The  too  large  numbers  of  pupils  and  classes  in  No.  1  for 
a  single  teacher  had  been  a  problem  of  serious  moment  for 
a  long  fime.  For  several  terms  it  had  been  the  one  prom- 
inent feature  of  discouragement  to  teachers  who  success- 
ively had  charge  of  the  school.  The  evil  grew,  and  it  was 
felt  that  something  must  be  done  if  the  pupils  of  this  school 
are  to  have  satisfactory  school  privileges.  The  plan  had 
once  been  tried  to  compel  a  number  of  the  pupils  who  lived 
farthest  away  from  the  schoolhouse  to  go  still  farther  to 
other  schools  that  were  not  so  full.  .  But  the  trial  was  a 
failure,  besides  arousing  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  and 
sense  of  injustice  to  those  who  were  thus  cut  off  from  No. 
1.  Inquiries  made  assured  the  committee  that  a  second 
trial  of  this  plan  would  prove  equally  disastrous. 

After  two  terms  of  struggle  with  this  growing  evil,  it 
was  decided  to  divide  the  school  into  two  sections  for  the 
winter  term,  and  employ  an  additional  teacher.  The 
younger  pupils,  constituting  the  primary  department,  were 
put  in  charge  of  Miss  Hattie  L.  Blandin  at  the  committee's 
room  in  Town  Hall — which  seemed  to  be  the  only,  avail- 
able place  that  could  be  used  even  temporarily  for  this 
purpose — and  Miss  Harlow  continued  in  charge  of  the  ad- 
vanced department  at  the  school  house. 

The  issue  proves  the  wisdom  of  this  course.  It  is  the 
universal  testimony  of  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
facts  that  the  pupils  in  both  departments  made  far  better 
progress  than  was  possible  before  the  division.  For  the 
first  time  for  several  terms  a  satisfactory  success  was 
achieved.  It  is  the  earnest  wish  of  parents  and  pupils  that 
this  may  continue. 
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Additional  school  room  is  greatly  needed,  which  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  the  town  will  provide.  It  is  thought  that 
the  present  school  house  may  be  raised  up,  and  an  addi- 
tional room  secured  in  the  basement,  with  passages  to  the 
upper  room  within  the  building  at  a  not  excessive  cost,  or, 
if  thought  best,  the  house  could  be  extended  and  an  ad- 
ditional room  secured  on  the  same  level  with  the  present 
room.  The  work  could  be  done  in  the  long  summer  vaca- 
tion and  the  house  be  ready  for  use  at  the  Fall  term. 
Meanwhile  for  the  Spring  term  the  arrangement  of  the  last 
Winter  term  could  be  continued.  Seventy  two  pupils 
registered  in  school  No.  1  for  the  year  just  closed  and  a 
probability  that  this  number  will  not  be  much  if  any  less 
for  some  time  to  come,  presents  an  emergency  for  the  town 
to  meet,  which  we  trust  they  will  do  in  the  spirit  of  desire 
to  secure  satisfactory  school  privileges  to  all  who  attend  the 
public  schools. 


REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  repairs  and  improvements,  the  need  of  which  was 
presented  in  the  last  annual  report  and  for  which  the  town 
made  special  appropriation,  have  been  completed  under  the 
direction  of  the  special  committee  on  repairs.  All  the 
school  houses  are  now  in  good  condition  and,  beyond  ordi- 
nary repairs,  will  require  no  extra  outlay  for  some  time  to 
come.  Although  the  work  done  was  quite  extensive  the 
entire  appropriation  was  not  exhausted.  The  balance 
over  might  well  be  used  towards  the  enlargement  of 
school  room  for  No.  1. 
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SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 

We  have  endeavored  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  by 
the  "Free  Supply  Law"  in  the  interest  of  economy  for  the 
town  and  of  meeting  the  needs  of  the  schools  for  efficient 
working'  and  success.  Blanks  for  keeping  accurate  ac- 
counts, requisitions,  etc.,  were  at  first  provided  and  the 
system  subsequently  perfected  so  that  with  little  care  and 
trouble  everything  supplied  can  be  readily  shown  and  the 
responsibility  for  loss  or  injury  or  unnecessary  waste  be 
easily  ascertained.  The  most  advantageous  terms  possible 
for  the  purchase  of  the  supplies  were  obtained  after  con- 
ference with  the  leading  competitive  dealers,  and  the  cost 
to  the  town  has  therefore  been  much  below  the  common 
prices,  even  at  wholesale  rates.  Supplies  have  been  fur- 
nished on  call  of  the  teachers,  who  have  been  careful  not 
to  exceed  in  their  calls  what  they  deemed  to  be  necessary. 
And  very  generally  there  has  been  manifest  on  the  part  of 
both  teachers  and  pupils  a  disposition  to  use  carefully  and 
not  wastefully  what  has  thus  been  furnished.  The  schools 
being  now  very  well  supplied,  the  cost  of  keeping  good 
the  supply  for  the  future  and  furnishing  whatever  more 
may  be  necessary  will  probably  be  considerably  less  than 
the  cos.t  of  this  first  supply. 

Opinions  differ  respecting  the  wisdom  of  the  law.  Some 
think  it  very  unwise  and  burdensome.  Its  friends  claim 
that  when  its  purpose  and  results  come  to  be  generally  un- 
derstood, it  will  have  universal  approval.  Whatever  our 
opinions,  there  is,  of  course,  no  choice  but  to  obey  the 
law  as  best  we  can. 

COURSE  OF  STUDIES  AND  TEXT-BOOKS. 

The  course  of  studies  and  the  text-books  used  have  con- 
tinued as  heretofore,  with  few  changes.    By  vote  of  the 
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board,  after  examination  of  several  competing  series,  Lip- 
pdncott's  Readers  were  substituted  for  Munroe's,  which 
had  become  so  familiar  to  the  pupils  that  their  utility  was 
much  impaired  :  and  Worcester's  New  Spelling  Book  for 
Swinton's,  which  had  not  given  satisfaction. 

In  No.  3  and  No.  5  Physiology  has  been  pursued,  Brand's 
Lessons  on  the  Human  Body  being  the  text-book  used, 
though  instruction  was  not  limited  to  this  but  given  orally 
and  topically  with  excellent  results.  In  nearly  all  the 
schools  Meservey's  Book-Keeping,  single  or  double  entry 
or  both,  has  been  taken  up  with  gratifying  success.  Nat- 
ural Philosophy,  Lippincott's  Science  Series  for  text-book, 
was  undertaken  by  advanced  pupils  in  several  of  the 
schools,  but  for  lack  of  apparatus  and  facilities  for  experi- 
menting which  are  quite  essential,  they  did  not  make  the 
progress  desired,  though  they  laid  a  foundation  of  knowl- 
edge which  will  be  useful  to  them  whenever  they  may 
pursue  the  study  under  more  favorable  circumstances.  Unit- 
ed States  History,  Goodrich's  and  Berard's  the  text-books, 
has  been  a  study  in  most  of  the  schools.  These,  with  the 
common  branches,  arithmetic,  geography,  and  language 
lessons,  with  writing,  reading,  and  spelling,  have  been  the 
chief  studies.  Exercises  of  a  general  character,  compo- 
sitions, declamations,  recitations  of  prose  and  poetry,  with 
talks  and  oral  instruction  on  a  variety  of  topics  outside  of 
text-books  have  also  had  their  place  in  most  of  the  schools. 

The  aim  has  been  to  secure  thoroughness  in  all  studies, 
clear  knowledge  and  intelligent  apprehension  of  facts  and 
principles,  and  not  too  hasty  and  superficial  advancing  to 
higher  branches  before  the  primary  and  lower  are  well  se- 
cured ;  especially  that  there  be  no  mere  memorizing  of 
words,  without  thought  or  apprehension  of  their  meaning. 
And  that  to  this  end  teachers  be  ever  ready  to  supplement 
what  pupils  may  get  from  text-books  with  clear  and 
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definite  instruction  orally  given.  "Any  tyro,"  says  one  of 
New  England's  best  known  teachers,  4 'can  sit  in  an  easy 
chair  to  hear  recitations  from  a  book,  and  to  notice  whether 
they  are  recited  word  for  word.  This  is  not  teaching. 
The  mere  memorizing  from  books  is  the  abomination  of  the 
school  room." 

CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

There  has  generally  very  satisfactory  progress  been 
made,  and  the  schools  are  in  excellent  condition.  We  are 
fortunate  in  our  teachers,  who  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  of  the  class  in  the  State  in  attainments  and  qualifica- 
tions to  succeed.  They  have  labored  faithfully  and  have 
shown  themselves  generally  to  be  well  up  to  the  times  in 
adopting  and  carrying  out  improved  methods  and  impart- 
ing life  and  interest  to  all  the  work  of  the  school  room. 
With  gentle  and  loving  spirit  yet  with  firm  and  decisive 
discipline,  they  have  their  schools  well  in  hand,  maintain- 
ing good  order  without  the  stiffness  of  an  irksome  and 
terrific  restraint.  The  pupils  have  generally  heartily  re- 
sponded to  the  efforts  of  their  teachers  and  have  shown 
themselves  eager  to  learn  and  to  make  the  most  of  their 
opportunities.  There  has  been  very  marked  improve- 
ments in  some  of  the  schools  which,  did  space  allow,  we 
would  be  glad  to  note  particularly.  In  nothing  perhaps 
has  improvement  been  more  noticeable  than  in  reading  and 
language  lessons.  Much  of  this  is  doubtless  the  result  of 
the  change  of  reading  books,  but  more  is  due  to  the  pains- 
taking and  patient  attention  of  teachers  to  all  the  elements 
that  go  to  make  up  a  perfect  reading  exercise,  and  in  show- 
ing the  relations  of  the  words  used,  their  meaning  and 
their  force.  Due  attention  has  been  given  in  most  of  the 
schools  to  instruction  in  morals  and  manners,  two  very  im- 
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pqrtant  elements  often  overlooked  but  made  very  promi- 
nent in  the  requirements  of  the  laws  of  the  State. 

There  is  of  course,  room  for  still  greater  improvement, 
and  we  trust  that  none  will  be  satisfied  with  present  attain- 
ment, but  be  ever  ambitious  to  rise  higher  in  excellence. 
Some  are  higher  lip  the  scale  than  others,  but  none  are 
lagging,  we  think,  and  we  are  happy  to  say  of  all  in  a  re- 
view of  the  year,  "Well  done." 

In  closing  we  would  call  your  attention  to  the  Roll  of 
Honor  of  attendance,  the  Financial  Report,  and  the 
Statis  tical  Tables  which  give  valuable  information  respect- 
ing the  progress  and  work  of  the  year,  and  form  an 
important  part  of  this  annual  report. 

For  the  Committee, 

JAS.  P.  LANE,  Supt. 
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ATTENDANCE,  ROLL  OF  HONOR, 


No.  1. 

Not  Absent  nor  Tardy. 

Three  Terms. — John  Oldfield,  Austin  Sweet,  Alfred 
Carpenter,  Caspar  Carpenter. 

Two  Terms. — Katie  Coyle,  May  Clapp,  Etta  Hussey, 
Mary  Oldfield.  Frank  Boss,  George  Boynton,  Alfred 
Clapp,  Walter  Talbot,  Frank  Talbot. 

One  Term. — Annie  Boss.,  Mabel  Ames,  Mamie  Fitzger- 
ald, Annie  O'Brien,  Fred  Boss,  John  Hussey,  Everett 
Hall,  Bertie  Wetherell. 

Primary  Dept.,  One  Term. — Hallie  Wetherell. 

Not  Absent. 

Two  Terms.— Cora  Elliott,  Bertha  Elliott,  Mabel  Elli- 
ott, Pamelia  Elliott. 

No.  2. 

Not  Absent  nor  Tardy. 

Two  Terms. — Louis  Bulley ;  Fred  E.  Keene. 

One  Term. — Josephine  Bulley,  Hattie  I.  Freeman,  Es- 
ther Shaw,  Emma  F.  Waterman,  Frank  Bulley,  Hallie  A. 
Pike,  Elbert  O.  Walker,  Henry  J.  Bradley,  Joseph  Cra- 
thorne,  Bertie  F.  Fales,  Tommie  E.  Skinner,  Carlos  D. 
Freeman . 

Not  Absent. 

Three  Terms.— Bertie  F.  Fales. 
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Two  Terms. — Josephine  Bulley,  Bartie  A.  Chase,  El- 
bert O.  Walker. 

One  Term. — Florence  B.  Freeman,  Hattie  L.  Fish, 
Willis  E.  Fales,  Henry  I.  Shaw. 

No.  3. 

Not  Absent  nor  Tardy. 

Two  Terms. — Mary  Jackson,  Alice   B.  Woodward, 
George  Jackson. 

One  Term. — Katie  Harney,  Cora  Hogan,  Minnie  Hogan, 
Mary  McCabe,  Thresia  Smith,  Lillian  Lincoln,  John  Mc  1 
Cabe,  John  F.  McCormick,  Percy  Sprague. 

No.  4. 

Not  Absent  nor  Tardy.* 

Three  Terms. — Mary  Galligan,  Bridget  Leddy,  Willie 
Drew,  James  O'Brien. 

Two  Terms. — Agnes  O'Brien,  Lydia  Smith,  Everett 
Fletcher,  Willie  Cavanaugh,  Patrick  Gilroy. 

One  Term. — Eliza  O'Brien,  Jessie  McQuilkin,  Orice 
Trumley,  Napoleon  Trumley,  Peter  Trumley,  Joseph  O' 
Brien,  Clarence  Valentine,  John  Simms,  Burnet  Galligan, 
James  McQuilkin,  Willie  McCann,  Thomas  O'Brien. 

Not  Absent. 

Two  Terms. — James  McQuilkin,  Harry  Littlefield, 
Thomas  O'Brien. 

One  Term. — Nellie  Cavanaugh,  Matthias  Galligan,  Ev- 
erett Fletcher,  Francis  Gilroy. 
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No.  5. 

Not  Absent  nor  Tardy. 

Two  Terms. — Willie  E.  Titus. 

One  Term. — Susan  C.  Grossman,  Alice  E.  Bruce,  Harry 
S.  Wood,  Charles  T.  Grossman.  Horace  F.  Sweet,  Oscar 
O.  Sweet,  Albert  R.  Tibbitts,  Oren  H.  Goff. 

Not  Absent. 

Two  Terms. — James  A.  Goff. 

One  Term. — Evelyn  F.  Harding,  Frank  L.  Harding, 
Richard  S.  Harding,  Chester  W.  Sweet,  S.  Abbot  Smith. 

No.  6. 

Not  Absent  nor  Tardy. 

Three  Terms. — Eva  R.  Danforth. 

Two  Terms. — Rljoda  E.  Danforth,  Nellie  H.  Lincoln, 
Willie  E.  Leonard,  Harry  R.  Leonard. 

One  Term. — Mabel  H.  Perry,  Lizzie  B.  Draper,  Daniel 
A.  Woodward,  David  Holmes. 

Not  Absent. 

Two  Terms. — Daniel  A.  Woodward. 

One  Term. — Ida  L.  Woodward,  Geo.  H.  O'Brien. 

No.  7. 

Not  Absent  nor  Tardy. 

Three  Terms. — Helen  S.  Butts,  Winnie  A.  Butts. 
Two  Terms. — Lucy  E.  Stevens,  Ellen  A.  Keith,  Oliver 
E.  White. 
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One  Term.— Lillian  C.  White,  Fannie  M.  Willis,  Al- 
fred D.  Keith,  Lewis  H.  Willis. 

Not  Absent. 

Two  Terms.— Alfred  D.  Keith. 
One  Term. — Charles  A.  Horton. 

No.  8. 

Not  Absent  nor  Tardy. 

One  Term. — Mary  I.  Austin,  Hattie  G.  Dawley,  Mary 
D.  Leonard,  Lizzie  Larson,  Bessie  E.  Larson,  Merton  C. 
Leonard. 

Not  Absent. 

Two  Terms. — Hattie  G.  Dawley. 
One  Term. — Albert  8.  Lincoln. 


Of  the  foregoing  list  of  pupils  on  the  roll  for  this  year 
we  find  by  the  last  annual  report  several  who  have  an  hon- 
orable record  in  past  years.  We  append  names  of  these 
with  the  time  credit  of  perfect  attendance  given  them. 

Four  Years,  Willie  E.  Leonard  of  No.  6. 
Three  Years,  Rhoda  E.  Danforth  of  No.  6. 
Two  Years,  Harry  S.  Wood  of  No.  5. 
ONe  Year,  John  Oldlield  of  No.  1. 

Elbert  O.  Walker  of  No.  2. 
"         Eva  R.  Danforth,   Nellie  H.  Lincoln, 
of  No.  6. 

"         Helen  S.  Butts,  Winnie  A.  Butts,  Oliver 
E.  White,  of  No.  7. 
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Two  Terms,  Fred  Boss,  Austin  Sweet,  of  No.  1. 
Henry  I.  Shaw  of  No.  2. 
k4  Cora  Hogan,  Minnie  Hogan,  Thresia 

Smith,  of  No.  3. 
k'  Bridget  Leddy,  Everett  Fletcher,  of 

No.  4. 

James  A.  Golf,  Oren  H.  Golf,  of  No.  5. 
kt  Harry  R.  Leonard  of  No.  6. 

One  Term,  Mabel  Ames,  Etta  Hussey,  Frank  Boss, 
George  Boynton ,  Alfred  Carpenter, 
Caspar  Carpenter,  Alfred  Clapp, 
Walter  Talbot,  Bertie  Wetherell, 
of  No.  1. 

kt  Florence  B.  Freeman,  Hattie  I.  Free- 

man, Esther  Shaw,  Willis  E. 
Fales,  Carlos  D.  Freeman,  Fred 
E.  Keene,  Louis  Bulley,  of  No.  2. 

k'  Mary  Jackson,  Lillian  Lincoln,  Mary 

McCabe,  Alice  B.  Woodward, 
George  Jackson,  John  McCabe, 
Percy  Sprague,  of  No.  3. 

"  Mary  Galligan,  Agnes  O'Brien,  Orice 

Trumley ,  James  O'Brien,  Napoleon 
Trumley,  of  No.  4. 

"  Susan  C.  Crossman,  Frank  L.  Harding, 

Chester  W.  Sweet,  Horace  F. 
Sweet,  Willie  E.  Titus,  Albert  R. 
Tibbitts,  of  No.  5. 

4  4  Ida  L.Woodward,  David  Holmes,  Daniel 

A.  Woodward,  of  No.  6. 
Ellen  A .  Keith ,  Lillian  C .  White ,  of  No .  7 . 

"  Mary  I.  Austin,  Lizzie  Larson,  Bessie 

E.  Larson,  Mary  D.  Leonard, 
of  No.  8. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT, 


SUPPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 
No.  1. 

Paid  W.  H.  Reeby,  teaching,  Spring  term,  10 

weeks,  $100.00 
({race  L.  Harlow,     "       Fall     term,  10 

weeks,  100.00 
Winter  term,  12 

weeks,  120.00 
Hattie  L.  Blandin,    kk       Winter  term,  12 

weeks,  72.00 
Richard  Steadman,  care  of  house,  Fall  term, 

1883,  2.75 

John  Oldfield,               kk        Spring  term,  2.50 

Alfred  Carpenter,         "        Fall  term,  2.50 

George  W.  Boy n ton,  kk  Winter  term,  5.00 
Alfred  Carpenter,  care  of  room,  town  hall, 

Winter  term,  3.00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  wood,  9.50 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  sawing  wood,  4.75 

Alvaris  Caswell,  wood,  8.69 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  wood,  1.13 

J.  S.  Wood,  coal,  3.38 

$435.20 
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No.  2. 

Paid  I.  W.  Wilcox,  teaching,  Spring  term,  10 


weeks,  $85.00 

Fall    term,  10 

weeks,  90.00 

"  •             "          Winter  term,  12 

weeks,  108.00 

O.  H.  Lane,  wood,  12.00 

Daniel  Gibbs,  sawing  wood,  4.75 


Carlos  D.  Freeman,  care  of  house  for  the  year,  10.00 


$309.75 

No.  3. 

Paid  Lila  P.  McCormick,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

10  weeks,  $80.00 


Fall  term,  12 

weeks,  96.00 
"                    "        Winter  term, 

10  weeks,  85.00 

A.  Jackson,  wood,  19.13 

"          sawing  wood,  2.25 

J.  F.  McCormick,  care  of  house,  Spring  term,  2.50 

George  Jackson,           "           Fall  term,  3.00 


Winter  term,  5.00 


$292.88 
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No.  4. 

Paid  Mattie  J.  Crawford,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

11  weeks,  $110.00 
Fall  term,  10 

weeks,  100.00 
Winter  term, 
11  weeks,  110.00 
G.  H.  Arnold,  wood  and  sawing  wood,  22.13 
"  pine  wood,  2.00 

Charles  A .  Freeman,  care  of  house ,  Spring  term ,  3.00 
William  Cotter,  4  4  Fall  and  Win- 

ter terms,  9.00 


1356.13 

Mo.  5. 

Paid  Florence  E.  Copeland,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

11  weeks,  $88.00 
Fall  term,  11 
weeks,  93.50 
"  44  Winter  term, 

10  weeks,  85.00 
S.  L.  B.  Smith,  wood  and  sawing  wood,  15.75 
Geo.  E.  Smith,  care  of  house  for  the  year,  10.00 


$292.25 


No.  6. 

Paid  CoraV.  Chase,  teaching,  Spring  term ,  1 0  weeks ,  $80.00 

Fall  term,  10  weeks,  80.00 
Winterterm,12weeks,  108.00 
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E.  C.  White,  wood  and  sawing  wood,  20.00 
Moses  Lincoln,  kindling  wood,  .90 
Harry  R.  Leonard,  care  of  house  for  the  year,  9.00 

$297.90 

No.  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching,  Spring  term, 


10  weeks,  $70.00 
«<                    44        Fall  term, 

11  weeks,  77.00 
«                    *k        Winter  term, 

11  weeks,  82.50 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  wood  and  sawing  wood,  7.22 


$236.72 

No.  8. 

Paid  Marion  E.  Wilher.  teaching,  Spring  term, 

11  weeks,  $99.00 


Louise  G.  Marshall,      "        Fall  term, 

11  weeks,  88.00 
*«                    "        Winter  term. 

10  weeks,  80.00 

L.  S.  Lincoln,  wood,  3.00 

O.  B.  Dean,  wood  and  sawing  wood,  24.50 

Frank  Lincoln,  care  of  house,  Spring  term.  5.50 

"            sawing  wood,  .50 

Frank  Drew,  care  of  house,  Fall  term,  3.00 


Chanhing  Brett  on,  care  of  house.  Winter  term,  5.00 


l 

Total. 


$308.50 
$2,529.33 
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REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 
No.  1. 

Paid  A.  G.  Whitcomb,  chairs,  desks  and  ink  wells,  $17.50 


±.\>»     1    •    IJLUUgCBj    k>CLUlili^    V^llclllO   <Xlll_i  UCiSlVS, 

1  00 

Tl    T\    (  ,i\ mtpnf pt    vmTtmo"  in  mur  wpIIq 

L  f  ,     1  \_  .    V  ><L1  |.yv~llL\yl  ,    putllli^    111    llllv  VVCLlo, 

i  tat/ 

IVfacrpp,  Furnflpp,  Co  stovp. 

12.00 

W.  E.  Payson,  gravel, 

8.40 

G.  A.  Lane,  labor. 

'  4.20 

(t  H  Arnold 

J  S  Wood 

6.65 

E.  R.  Leonard, 

1.80 

E.  C.  White, 

4.80 

H   G   Dan  forth 

4  80 

A.  Barker, 

4.20 

F.  Williams, 

1.80 

J.  M.  McCormick, 

1.80 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  cleaning  house  and  repair- 

ing pump, 

2.50 

window  fastening  and  door 

knob, 

.90 

stove  pipe  and  repairing  pipe 

,  .86 

two  keys, 

.30 

lumber  and  making  foot  rests, 

2.00 

moving  chairs  and  desks, 

1.50 

$83.21 

No.  2. 

Paid  A.  G.  Whitcomb,  chairs  and  ink  wells,  13.00 
Magee  Furnace  Co.,  stove,  8.00 
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Pierce  &  Carpenter,  lumber  for  fence,  $26.10 

o .  xiaivcy,  two  oiu  nouses, 

3ft  no 

.u.  v.*.  vv  eineieii,  lanoi, 

\  i  3 

4.1*) 

W    P    PHaep  1'ihnv 
VV  •  vy.  vylltlnC,   IttMUl  , 

7 
.  1  ') 

G.  G.  Greene,  gravel, 

1  9^ 

VJT.    X1  .     VjlCCllC,  llllJUl, 

») .  V/U 

fj.  Harvey,  labor, 

7  K 

XI.  O.  X1  1  CCllltlll ,   -^O,   1)1  pOSLS, 

7  39 

4-f)  4HHlll(.lo  lltl'llkS, 

1  r»0 

l»il^r»T*   npwino'  >uir  tvii'L'nio' 

JUlMUl,  LICWAllg  dliU  IJdllVUli^ 

9  00 

4.  3_zL  Huvq  T'lhnr  ^y)  <ft1  ^0 

7  1  3 
i  .  _i  o 

4-  days  laooi  (#j  <tt>z.uu, 

ft  nn 

piU  llllg   111  Clltllio, 

1  ^0 

putting  in  stove  and  fix- 

ing pipe, 

1.00 

putty  and  putting  in  glass , 

1.62 

hooks,  screws  and  repair- 

ing gate, 

.50 

cleaning  school  house, 

3.00 

A.  B.  Boynton,  whitewashing  school  house, 

5.00 

$133.55 

No.  3. 

A.  G.  Whitcomb;  chair  and  ink  wells, 

$5.13 

J.  M.  McCormick,  putting  in  chair  and  ink  wells, 

.45 

0.  xjaggerty,  painting  blackboards. 

2.00 

Noyes  &  Son,  locks,  coathooks,  glass,  oil, 

putty  and  paint, 

3.92 

J.  M.  McCormick,  labor, 

3.75 

A.  Jackson, 

4.63 

J.  F.  Hogan,  cleaning  school  house, 

3.71 
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J.  M.  McCormick,  carting,  1.50 

hinges  and  screws,  .25 

nails  and  spikes,  .61 

brackets  and  paint,  1.50 

labor,  7  days,  10.50 

carting,  .75 

G.  H.  Arnold,  643  feet  boards,  12.86 

48  feet  joist,  1.10 

3  chestnut  posts,  .62 

92  feet  plank,  2.30 

Moses  Lincoln,  planing  boards,  2.50 

Chas.  Smith,  labor,  5  days,  11.25 

latches,  screws  and  nails,  .75 


$70.08 

No.  4. 

Paid  A.  G.  Whitcomb,  seats,  $44.20 

J.  Harvey,  putting  in  seats,  2.25 

G.  H.  Arnold,  putting  in  seats,  4.00 

1  gross  screws,  .42 

setting  glass,  and  stove  leg,  2.85 

repairs,  .25 

C.  Haggerty,  painting  blackboards,  2.00 


$55.97 

No.  5. 

Paid  A.  G.  Whitcomb,  ink  wells,  $3.00 
C.  Bruce,  putting  in  ink  wells,  •  .35 

Magee  Furnace  Co.,  stove,  8.00 
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J.  F.  Sweet,  two  outhouses,  42.00 

Labor,  .35 

Thos.  Fulton,  mortar  and  labor,  4.25 

A.  Smith,  cleaning  school  house,  2.25 

T.  C.  Carver,  hooks.  .04 


$60.24 


Paid  A.  G.  Whitcomb,  seat  and  ink  wells,  $4.55 

H.  (I.  Danforth,  putting  in  ink  wells,  .75 

cleaning  school  house,  2.00 

zinc  for  stove,  .84 

glass  and  setting  glass,  .50 

18  red  cedar  posts,      -  4.50 

30  pounds  nails,  .75 

50  pounds  white  lead,  3.25 

3  gallons  oil,  1.95 

•labor,  12  days,  18.00 

gravel,  18  loads,  .54 

labor,  3.30 

Moses  Lincoln,  325  pickets,  11.38 

G.  H.  Leonard,  252  stringers,  5.04 

J.  Harvey,  labor,  1.25 

O.  Leonard,  whitewashing,  5.00 


$63.60 

No.  7. 

Paid  A.  G.  Whitcomb,  chairs,  desks,  table,  etc.,  $70.66 
J.  S.  Wood,  lime  and  brick,  2.90 
 Manahan,  mason  labor  1  day,  2.50 
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G.  T.  Crane,  chimney  iron  and  repairing  stove,  1.05 

H.  G.  Danforth,  stove  pipe  and  zinc  for  stove,  4.25 

padlocks  and  thimble  for  chim- 


ney, .75 

labor,  6  days,  9.00 

J.  F.  Sweet,  labor,  13  3-4  days,  34.37 

688  feet  floor  boards,  15.14 

47  feet  sheathing,  2.11 

door,                        •  .  3.25 

outside  threshold,    nails,  butts 

and  knobs,  2.47 

inside  thresholds,  screws,  latch, 
window  springs  and  blind 

trimmings,  2.03 

7  fence  posts,  1.05 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting,  18.00 

O.  Leonard,  whitewashing,  *  5.00 

F.  D.  Hunt,  repairing  fence,  1.50 


$176.03 

No.  8. 

,  Paid  A.  G.  Whitcomb,  ink  wells,  $2.50 
H.  G.  Danforth,  putting  in  ink  wells,  .75 
Mrs.  Lawson,  cleaning  school  house,  3.00 
O.  B.  Dean,  putty  and  glass,  .60 


$6.85 

INCIDENTALS . 


Paid  O.  C.  R.  R.,  freight  on  furniture  and  stoves,  $3.96 
H.  G.  Danforth,  time  and  car  fare  to  Boston,  2.80 


Total, 


$6.76 
$656.29 
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SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 

Including  text-books  and  other  articles  supplied 
under  the  law  of  March  22,  1884. 


No.  1. 

Paid  Noyes  &  Son,  hooks,  by  W.  H.  Reeby,  $5.04 

crayons,           "  .50 

J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  writing  books  and  crayons,  .73 
D.  K.  Carpenter,  ink,  duster,  broom,  pails 

and  dippers,  1.82 

ink,  1  quart,    ,  .65 

J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  spelling  books  and  readers,  40.76 

geographies,  4.70 

arithmetics,  3.57 

grammars.  2.80 

histories,  7.50 

natural  philosophies,  6.42 

manuals  of  manners,  .50 

writing  and  exercise  books,  7.95 

f    slates  and  paper,  3.10 
pencils,  rubber  and  slate 

*    erasers,  1.94 
pens,  penholders,  and  blotters,  .84 

crayons,  eraser  and  pointer,  .79 


$89.61 

No.  2. 

Paid H.  S.  Freeman,  2d,  broom,  $  .42 

J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  bell,  .65,  4  erasers,  .40,  1.05 
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J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  spelling  books  and  readers,  24.56 

geographies,  5.70 

arithmetics,  6.56 

grammar,  .28 

histories,  6.45 

dictionary,  1.00 

manual  of  manners,  .25 

writing  and  exercise  hooks,  5.44 

slates  and  paper,  1.78 

pencils  and  slate  erasers,  1.25 
pens,  penholders  and  blotters,  .54 

crayons,  2  boxes,  .28 


$55.56 


No.  3. 

Paid  J.  M.  McCormick,  pint  of  ink  and  two  mugs,  $  .60 
J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  blackboard  eraser,  .10 
spelling  books  and  readers,  13.30 
geographies,  6.70 
arithmetics,  6.17 
grammars,  1.40 
book-keepirfg  and  blanks,  3.04 
physiology,  .50 
manuai**of  manners,  .25 
writing  and  exercise  books,  4.30 
slates  and  paper,  1.76 
pencils,  rubber,  and  slate 

erasers,  .90 
pens ,  penholders  and  blotters ,  .  43 
crayons  and  erasers,  .78 


$40.23 
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No.  4. 

Paid  G.  H.  Arnold,  paper  and  ink,  $  .55 
broom,  pail  and  dipper,  .75 
J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  geography  and  erasers,  1.80 
spelli  ng  1  >ooks  and  readers ,  25.79 
primary  geography,  .40 
arithmetics,  1.23 
histories,  4.50 
book-keeping  and  blanks,  4.00 
Bible,  .40 
manual  of  manners,  .25 
writing,  exercise  and  draw- 
ing books,  6.00 
slates  and  paper,  1.87 
pencils,  rubber,  and  slate 
•  erasers,  1.07 
pens,  penholders  and  blotters,  .  69 

crayons,  2  boxes,  .28 

■  *   

$49.58 


No.  5. 


PaidT.  G.  Carver,  ink,  1  quart,  $  .65 

Noyes  &  Son,  broom,  .35 

J.  P.  Lane ,  Supt . ,  crayons ,  .14 

spelling  books  and  readers,  20.49 

geographies,  2.00 

arithmetics,  4.12 

grammars,  .56 

histories,  3.60 

book-keeping  and  blanks,  9.30 

physiologies ,  1.50 
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J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  natural  philosophies,  3.42 

dictionary,  1.00 

manual  of  manners,  .25 

writing  and  exercise  books,  5.11 

slates  and  paper,  1.99 
pencils,  rubber  and  slate 

erasers,  .89 

pens ,  penholders ,  and  blotters ,  .72 

crayons  and  eraser,  .24 

pointer  and  rulers,  .33 


$56.66 


No.  6. 

Paid  H.  G.  Danforth,  ink,  1  quart,  $  .75 

red  ink,  4  bottles,  .45 

dipper,  .25 

J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  4  erasers,  .40 

spelling  books  and  readers,  1  7.30 

geography,          N  .90 

arithmetics,  5.54 

grammars,  1 .  JS2 

histories,  K.25 

book-keeping  and  blanks,  6.00 

dictionary,  1.00 

natural  philosophies,  2.42 

manual  of  manners,  .25 

writing  and  exercise  books,  5.27 

slates  and  paper,  1.62 
pencils,  rubber  and  slate 

erasers,  .77 
pens ,  penholders  and  blotters ,     .  48 

crayons  and  rulers,  .86 

$54.33 
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No.  7. 

Paid  J.  P.  Lane,  Supt. ,  spelling  books  and  readers,  $14.49 


geographies ,  5.20 

arithmetics,  4.17 

grammars,  1.12 

dictionary,  1.00 

manual  of  manners,  .25 
writing  and  exercise  books,  3.68 

slates  and  paper,  1.42 

pencils,  rubber  and  slate 

erasers,  .64 


pens,  penholders  and  blotters,  .48 
crayons,  erasers  and  pointer,  .89 


$33.34 

No.  8. 


Paid  O.  B.  Dean,  ink,  1  pint,  $  .50 

J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.,  spelling  books  and  readers,  7.92 

geography,  .90 

arithmetics.  1.18 

history,  .75 

book-keepi  ng  and  blanks ,  3.00 

manual  of  manners,  .25 
writing,    exercise,  and 

drawing  books,  4.89 

slates  and  paper,  1.68 
pencils,  rubber,  and  slate 

erasers,  1.48 
pens ,  penholders  and  blotters ,  .72 

crayons  and  erasers,  .74 


$24.01 
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INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  Lane  Brothers,  printing  book  labels,  blanks 
for  accounts,  requisitions,  instruc- 
tions, etc.,  $10.2-") 
Freight  and  expressage  on  supplies,  4.30 
Fountain  Ink  Co.,  one  5  gallon  keg  of 

Caw's  ink,  6.00 
Expressage  on  same,  .60 
Lane  Brothers,  printing  certificate  blanks,  .75 

$21.90 

Total,  $425.22 


Additional  to  the  above  there  were  books  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  Eeeby  to  the  amount  of  $1.75, 
and  by  the  superintendent  to  the  amount  of 
$28.35,  which  were  afterwards  sold  and  the  • 
amounts  paid  into  the  town  treasury.  See  Treas- 
urer's report.  $30.10 

$455.32 


The  keg  of  ink  above  charged  in  incidental  account  was 
recently  purchased  by  order  of  the  committee,  and  is  most 
of  it  on  hand  for  the  future  supply  of  the  schools. 


STATISTICAL  TABUS. 


ANNUAL  REPORT., 


XpjB}  JOU  'SqB 

XpjBi.  ;ou  -on 

aoNQO^iOiHooi-HOOOrHca>o«oooo;ioc£ON» 

05tCMHNWHHN«W-+COHHHHHH          ^_  ,_|  ,_ 

lou  ■  o  (sj 

O  O  H  H  CO  O       I  -  N  C  C)  N  W  O  O  N  C'  C!  CO  iO  X  iO  CC  i-O  O 

Qi0N  00  00l>NCCQ0rH00M^«C0a5OiH»Hi0l0  0:C0rH 

T(HOMHC9(MNHHW>*'*«MNHNNHHHHHHH 

diqsjaquiauu 

8SBJ8AV 

H©OMOC)COHHNNexifii.ONrtNHiOt-0®iO'* 

•sja>|  puB  8 
uaaMpq  -ojy] 

CO               CM             O             CM             ^             00             CO  »0 
-*               CO             <M                             CM             i-h             rH             i-l  ■ 

SJB3A"  5 

japun  ■  o j\i 

CO  00--HOOOO 

sjbbX  g| 

J8A0    *  O  fsj 

CO              ^            CM                           CO            O            CM  CM 

p8||0JU9 

s|idnd  p  '0|\j 

CM               50                           19            CM                           O  00 
l~—               i*             CM             i-             CO             CM             CM  i-h 

S>|39M  HI 

suua} 
p  q^Sua-] 

OOCMCMOO^OCMO'— lO^'-H'-iOOOCMOi-H'-i'— ir-io 

TEACHERS 

W.  H.  Reeby. 
Grace  L.  Harlow. 

Hattie  L.  Blandin. 
I.  W.  Wilcox. 

Lila  P.  McCormi^k. 

Mattie  J.  Crawford. 
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arraiitfiir  Annual  Town  Mee 


BRISTOL,  ss. 


Tol).  K.  Carpenter,  or  either  of  the  Constables  of 
the  Town  of  Norton,  Greeting  : 


In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts , 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters 
of  the  town  of  Norton,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall,  in  said 
Norton,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  April,  1885,  at  ten 
o'clock  a.  m.,  then  and  there  to  act  upon  the  following 
articles,  to  wit : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  3.  To  vote  "Yes"  or  "No"  by  separate  ballots 
upon  the  question  :  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year  ?" 

Art.  4.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Art.  5.  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  poor 
and  incidental  expenses. 

Art.  6.    To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 
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Art.  7.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  school 
houses. 

Art.  8.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  to  pro- 
vide additional  room  for  No.  1  school  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  same. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  for 
Memorial  Day  services. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  the. claim  of  Frank  A.  Clapp,  for  expenditures  in 
excess  of  appropriation  in  highway  district  No.  1. 

Art.  11.  To  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  school 
supplies. 

Art.  12.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  13.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  presented  by  the  selectmen. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  select- 
men to  hire  a  physician  by  the  year  to  attend  the  sick 
poor. 

Art.  1().  To  see  in  what  manner  the  town  will  expend 
their  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  hire  money 
in  anticipation  of  taxes  of  the  current  year,  and  to  issue 
notes  of  the  towm  therefor,  and  to  make  payable  from  said 
taxes  the  debts  incurred  under  authority  of  this  vote. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  a  committee  to 
settle  with  the  selectmen  and  treasurer. 
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Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  road  at 
Willis'  mill  and  Norton  Common  as  laid  out  by  the  select- 
men. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  leg- 
acy of  Nancy  Tripp,  to  be  expended  in  keeping  in  repair 
the  cemetery  at  Norton  Common. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  change  the 
date  of  its  annual  meeting. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  school 
committee  at  their  discretion  to  open  a  grammar  school  for 
the  benefit  of  pupils  of  requisite  attainments  from  any 
part  of  the  town. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  establishment  of 
a  truant  school  in  Bristol  county,  or  unite  with  other  con- 
tiguous counties  in  establishing  such  a  school. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  of  the  body  of  this  warrant  at  each  of  the 
public  meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  lea^t  be- 
fore the  time  of  holding  said  meeting.  Hereof  fail  not, 
and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon  to  theTown  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twentieth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 


/*HP#li  REP0RT 

 OF  THE  

slectmen,  Overseers  o 

TREASURER,  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

 AND  

School  Committee 

 OF  THE  

TOWN    OK  NORTON, 

 FOR  THE  

J/ecar  Br)Jir>5  petrel)  % 


1 

00 


NORTON,  MASS. 
1  Ti i  iteel  at  the  CliTirel  i  and  Home  Office. 
1  8  8  6. 


TOWN  CLERK  AND  TREASURER, 
JACOB  A.  LEONARD. 

SELECTMEN.  ASSESSORS,  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 
WILLIAM  D.  WITHERELL,  OREN  E.  WALKER, 

WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON. 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 
J.  S.  WOOD. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Rev.  JAS.  P.  LANE,  Supt., 

GEORGE  H.  ARNOLD,        .J.  M.  McCORMICK, 

H.  G.  DANFORTH,  F.  D.  HUNT, 

L.  C.  WETHERELL,  SILAS  W.  LINCOLN, 

T.  C.  CARVER,  AUSTIN  MESSINGER. 

♦ 

CONSTABLES. 
D.  K.  CARPENTER,        WILLIAM  G.  SAWYER, 
GEORGE  H.  LEONARD. 

HIGHWA  Y  S  UR  VE  YORS. 
ALFRED  BARKER,  J.  STEPHEN  WOOD, 

J.  M.  McCORMICK,  WM.  BRETTUN, 

L.  C.  WETHERELL,  E.  C.  WHITE, 

WILLIAM  A.  LANE,         E.  R,  LINCOLN. 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  by  order  of  the  School  Committee  for  the 

support  of  schools,  $2,717  3(i 

(See  Report  of  School  Committee.) 


REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  by  order  of  the  School  Committee  for  re- 
pairs of  school  houses,  $268  1H 

(See  Report  of  School  Committee. ) 


SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 

(Under  Act  approved  March  22,  1884.  See  Report  of 
School  Committee.) 

Paid  by  order  of  the  School  Committee  for 

School  Supplies,  $265  i>4 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

District  No.  1.    A.  Barker,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $310  64 


J.  S.  Wood, 

$54  93 

Wm.  Gale, 

39  55 

F.  A.  Clapp, 

14  00 

Edwin  Thurber, 

9  00 

William  Fitzgerald, 

1  50 

Joseph  Fitzgerald, 

3  00 

John  Larrey, 

3  00 

Thomas  O'Brine, 

1  50 

Thomas  McAloose, 

1  50 

Ichabod  Willis, 

2  50 

Loren  B.  Willis, 

2  10 

Thomas  Allen, 

1  50 

Arthur  H.  Wetherell, 

75 

R.  P.  Hodges, 

4  85 

Robert  Hall, 

3  00 

Joseph  S.  Adams, 

4  80 

A.  Barker, 

117  71 

Wm.  E.  Pay  son, 

7  42 

Moses  Lincoln, 

4  96 

N.  H.  Wood, 

12  80 

G.  H.  Talbot, 

7  50 

Walter  Leonard, 

3  00 

James  Coyle, 

1  75 

Harrison  Lane, 

2  00 

Cornelius  O'Brine, 

3  00 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace, 

3  02 

$310  64  ' 
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District  No.  2.    L.  C.  Wetherell,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $397  34 


TT          T             TTT         ,  1                       1 -1 

E.  L.  Wetherell, 

$19  85 

S.  A.  Wetherell, 

3  00 

L.  C.  Wetherell, 

83  21 

I  T  T*                TXT"      j  1  11 

Wm.  Wetherell, 

1  50 

TXT"       j  1  ll 

C.  S.  Wetherell, 

4  16 

H.  1.  Lane, 

8  00 

0.  H.  Lane, 

4  00 

0.  E.  Walker, 

43  81 

C.  E.  Walker, 

12  45 

G.  B.  Shaw, 

24  11 

E.  Shaw, 

3  08 

P.  Bully, 

7  50 

W.  H.  Codding, 

54  20 

G.  W.  Codding, 

7  40 

J.  S.  Wood, 

36  00 

Moses  Gorman, 

9  75 

B.  Crossman, 

4  25 

B.  Stanton, 

4  50 

TT      /I  ll* 

H.  Galligan, 

1  05 

C.  Galligan, 

1  50 

B.  Briggs, 

75 

A.  King, 

6  25 

W.  A.  Sturdy, 

3  00 

/1 1  TT 

Chas.  Horr, 

45 

A.  Berry, 

23  25 

Hiram  S.  Freeman, 

3  00 

H.  S.  Freeman,  2d, 

7  50 

Albert  Skinner, 

6  00 

Geo.  Green, 

2  45 

W.  E.  Payson, 

2  17 

B.  E.  Lincoln, 

9  20 

$397  34 
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District  No.  3.    J.  M.  McCormick,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $274  45 

Paid  E.  R.  McCormick,  $21  75 

J.  A.  McCormick,  10  50 

G.  T.  McCormick,  18  00 

J.  M.  McCormick,  86  «S2 

C.  O'Brine,  15  45 

A.  Jackson,  21  50 

Gr.  W.  Austin,  14  74 

L.  H.  Willis,  13  75 

J.  S.  Wood,  318  00 

C.  H.  Smith,  26  G2 

P.  Cosgrove,  7  32 

Mrs.  Eddy,  2  00 

 $274  45 


District  No.  4.    W.  A.  Lane,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation,  $351  42 


Paid  Geo.  H.  Arnold, 

$5  95 

John  H.  Arnold, 

46  80 

S.  H.  Bates, 

1  25 

J.  S.  Card, 

15  00 

Wm.  McCann, 

8  30 

Patrick  Day, 

15  90 

W.  L.  Crosby, 

15  74 

Chas.  A.  Freeman, 

2  75 

Samuel  Fletcher, 

1  50 

James  Foster, 

3  00 

Francis  Gillroy, 

3  30 

Chas.  A.  Lane, 

50  80 

Wm.  A.  Lane, 

73  23 

Harrison  Lane, 

7  50 
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A      TA     T  ana 

i  or> 

Win.  MoLahouse, 

ai .  ivi  aney ,  «•  J  r . , 

Ri  ch ard  Marl  ey , 

9  9^ 

Barney  Leddy, 

o  uu 

1 atnck  r/ lunkett, 

7  hLO 

<  DU 

John  Plunkett, 

1    K  O 
1  OU 

v  ,  n.  ir^weei,  . 

i  ^  on 

C.  F.  Sweet, 

11  10 

A.  W.  Tucker, 

2  25 

J.  S.  Wood, 

27  00 

Herbert  Wilbur, 

18  30 

$851  42 


District  No.  5.    J.  S.  Wood,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $2(S7  34 


J.  S.  Wood, 

$91  13 

N.  H.  Wood  &  Co., 

4  70 

Oscar  A.  Crocker, 

1  98 

J.  D.  Hardon, 

22  12 

G.  H.  Talbot, 

9  00 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

27  54 

S.  L.  B.  Smith, 

29  70 

W  .  W.  Smith, 

48  12 

Moses  Hunt, 

3  60 

Wm.  R.  Forbes, 

3  30 

S.  H.  Cobb, 

1  65 

Geo.  Bruce, 

1  87 

W.  E.  Foster, 

32  51 

G.  L.  Titus,  Jr., 

10  12 

•$287  34 
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District  No.  6.    E.  C.  White,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $254  82 


Philip  Fagan, 

$15  49 

J.  S.  Wood, 

18  00 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

5  55 

Moses  Lincoln, 

1  00 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace, 

5  29 

Oren  Wilbur, 

37  31 

E.  R.  Leonard, 

10  09 

H.  G.  Danforth, 

30  22 

Geo.  E.  Keith, 

12  70 

G.  L.  Titus, 

2  00 

Eugene  Leonard, 

1  50 

G.  B.  Williams, 

9  09 

F.  Washburn, 

70 

E.  C.  White, 

105  88 

-$254  82 


District  No.  7.    Wm.  Brettun,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $310  35 


Paid  H.  B.  Crane, 

$21  00 

E.  H.  Eddy, 

24  15 

C.  T.  Willis, 

31  65 

E.  E.  Willis, 

6  00 

G.  Campbell, 

6  00 

E.  K.  Burns, 

7  35 

E.  D.  Keith, 

9  40 

G.  E.  Keith, 

20  88 

Wm.  Brettun, 

50  22 

F.  D.  Hunt, 

20  45 

J.  S.  Wood, 

39  00 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace, 

8  01 

G.  T.  Crane, 

5  90 
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Paid  O.  A.  White,  $24  85 

G.  C.  Crane,  4  25 

J.  C.  Meade,  11  00 

James  Galligan,  3  00 

Sidney  Pratt,  2  70 

Gilbert  Austin,  3  00 

Willie  T.  Coonts,  4  20 

Fred  Draper,  3  00 

A.  D.  Hunt,  3  84 

Moses  Lincoln.  50 


$310  35 


District  No.  8.    E.  R.  Lincoln.  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation.  $313  64 


A.  H.  Leonard, 

$19  26 

J.  H.  Leonard, 

23  80 

H.  J.  Leonard, 

1  87 

Clifton  Leonard, 

2  70 

Pardon  Leonard, 

97 

L.  S.  Lincoln, 

21  60 

J.  H.  Lincoln, 

23  72 

M.  O.  Lincoln, 

25  53 

E.  C.  Lincoln, 

23  40 

H.  T.  Lincoln, 

7  72 

E.  R.  Lincoln, 

26  84 

J.  F.  Lincoln, 

8  47 

Silas  W.  Lincoln, 

14  92 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

20  33 

B.  E.  Lincoln, 

2  45 

J.  H.  White, 

6  45 

W.  D.  Witherell, 

16  86 

W.  D.  Washburn, 

5  40 

W.  E.  Washburn, 

6  45 

10 
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Paid  A.  D.  Washburn, 
G.  E.  Horton, 
D.  B.  Field, 
Rafchbun  Field, 
A.  J.  Lothrop, 
A.  W.  Bolton, 
J.  W.  Godfrey, 
C.  Brettun, 
Jos.  Post, 
O.  C.  Drayton, 


ALMSHOUSE  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

To  real  estate,  buildings,  household  furniture, 
hearse,  utensils,  and  farm  implements, 
as  per  last  report.  $2,536  00 

Paid  G.  T.  Crane,  blacksmithing  and  repairs,  13  68 

Increase  to  balance  carried  to  Stock  Account,  2  32 

$2,552  00 

Cr. 


$2  70 
8  55 
10  94 

4  12 
2  70 

5  40 
14  87 

2  17 
2  70 
75 

 $313  64 


By  amount  representing  town  investment  as  per 

inventory,  $2,552  00 
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ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $298  50 

Paid  Noyes  &  Son,  groceries,  83  15 

Josiah  Woodward,  groceries,  42  97 

C.  B.  Wetherell,         "  126  58 

C.C.Valentine,          < «  43  75 

J.  S.  Wood,  grain,  fertilizers,  &c,  157  84 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  64  65 

E.  R.  Leonard,  meat,  28  13 

L.  H.  Goward,     "  8  87 

Bessom  &  Co.,  fish,  &c,  12  32 
G.  H.  &  S.  L.  Leonard,  grain  and  grinding,     63  93 

J.  H.  Blandin,  soap,  12  00 

O.  E.  Walker,  provisions,  16  95 

crackers  and  seed,  6  07 

W.  D.  Witherell,  beef  and  potatoes,  12  42 

apples,  8  33 

S.  Tourtellot  &  Co.,  potatoes,  14  59 

Expense  of  filling  ice-house,  21  00 

E.  A.  Briggs  &  Co.,  grain,  7  78 

John  D.  Hardin,  pigs,  9  00 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  22  50 

Dr.  Perry,     "            "  2  50 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  labor,  3  13 

Alfred  Barker,  stock  service,  1  50 

Geo.  H.  Leonard,  bills  as  per  book,  41  89 

services  as  Supt.,  237  50 


$1,347  85 
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Cr. 


Stock  on  hand  Feb.  26,  1886, 

$401  95 

Tnprp'KP    Sfripfc   /\     *on lit 

4  oz 

Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account, 

178  34 

Board  of  325  tramps, 

81  25 

Sixteen  funerals, 

24  00 

Support  of  ten  paupers  for  the  year, 

659  99 

$1,347  85 

Expense  per  head  for  each  pauper,  $66.00. 


INVENTORY  REAL  ESTATE,  FARM  BUILDINGS, 
Etc.  (ALMSHOUSE.) 


House,  barn,  out-buildings,  and  farm,  $1200 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding,  and  utensils,  290 

4  cows,  160 

1  horse,  100 

2  express  wagons,  75 
1  farm  wagon  and  cart,  40 
1  pung  and  grindstone,  12 
1  cultivator  and  3  plows,  10 
4  harnesses,  *  55 
Wheelbarrow,  3  binding  and  3  draft  chains,  9 
1  hearse,  500 
Sundry  tools,  35 
1  sled,  halter,  2  blankets,  and  1  surcingle,  14 
7  M  cedar  shingles,  21 
1  mowing  machine,  25 
1  churn,  4 
1  pair  balances,  2 


$2,552 
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INVENTORY  ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT, 


FEBRUARY  26,  1886. 

Rye  straw, 

$4  00 

2  tons  English  hay, 

40  00 

1-2    Gt  Hungarian, 

30  00 

1-2  ton  corn  fodder, 

3  00 

Meal  and  shorts. 

3  30 

12  bushels  corn, 

7  20 

17      »  rye, 

13  60 

4      kw  beans. 

7  00 

Nails, 

2  00 

Pop  corn, 

1  00 

13  cords  sawed  and  split  wood, 

65  00 

3  bbls.  pork, 

50  00 

4  hams  and  meat, 

10  00 

4  pork  barrels, 

4  00 

Cider  and  barrel, 

3  00 

3  bbls.  apples, 

5  00 

Onions, 

1  00 

50  bushels  potatoes. 

35  00 

Flour, 

5  00 

2  gallons  molasses, 

1  25 

Sugar  and  eggs, 

3  00 

16  baskets, 

4  00 

1  bbl.  crackers, 

2  00 

Soap, 

Q  OA 

45  lbs.  butter, 

12  60 

70   "  lard, 

7  00 

3  swine, 

15  00 

Ice, 

25  00 

75  fowls, 

40  00 

$401  95 
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RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 


Veal, 

$42  04 

Eg£S, 

27  40 

Butter  and  milk, 

29  56 

Lard, 

1  64 

Rye, 

6  38 

Rye  straw, 

23  70 

Onions, 

31  75 

Mowing', 

1  00 

Fowls, 

9  90 

Horse  keeping, 

2  25 

Board, 

*     2  00 

Barrels, 

72 

%\  78  34 

INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE, 

FEBRUARY  28,  1886. 

»Tn  in  e  s  Wh  I  k  er 

79  years  of  age. 

69     '*  44 

Lucinda  Smith, 

82  44 

Hannah  L.  Smith, 

60  44 

Lydia  Shepley, 

75  44 

Solomon  Hodges, 

76  44 

Nancy  Hodges, 

60  44 

Merrick  0.  Newcomb, 

52  44 

Patrick  O'Brien, 

57  44 

Williams  B.  Wheeler, 

81  44 

Whole  number  for  year,  10.    Present  number,  10. 
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POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and  clothing, 

Melvin  D.  Lothrop  and  S.  E.  Lane,  $383  85 

City  of  Fall  River,  aid  to  Ellen  Lane  and  children,  130  00 

Town  of  Easton,     44    Emily  Eddy        "  207  54 

4  4  44  "  and  removal,  Emily  Eddy 

and  children,  134  85 

E.  C.  White,  aid  to  Perez  Foster,  52  00 

Herbert  Woodward,  house  rent,  Josiah  Harvey,  59  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  to  Josiah  Harvey,  6  06 

().  H.  Lane,           "         "         »  '  32  13 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,     "         "         "  10  37 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  aid  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  28  97 

Noyes  &  Son,        44                   "  1  67 

Samuel  Hodges,     44        "           "  2100 

().  H.  Lane,           "        "           "  23  91 

4 4        k4     wood  to  M.  Bolan,  4  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  wood  to  M.  Bolan,                •  3  00 

Noyes  &  Son,  aid  to  M.  Bolan,  1  50 

W.  E.  Payson,  "  38  25 

City  of  Taunton,  aid  to  Thos.  F.  Brady  and  family,  19  78 

"    W.A.Woodward      "  10  20 

"  New  Bedford,  aid  to  Thos.  Donahoe,  Jr.,  33  70 
Town  of  Attleboro,  aid  to  W.  G.  Burton,  17  00 
W.  A.  Lane,  aid  to  S.  Fletcher,  2  75 
J.  S.  Wood,  44  Joshua  Lucas,  4  00 
W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  Joshua  Lucas,  1  08 
Dr.  Wild,  aid  to  W.  D.  Washburn  and  family,  11  00 
Medical  aid  and  funeral  expenses,  M.  W.  Wheel- 
er's wife  in  Easton,  25  35 


$1,262  96 
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POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN 


Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  Lucy  J.  Washburn 
and  child, 

W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  Lucy  J.  Washburn, 
Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  Betsey  Washburn, 
W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  and  burial  of  Betsy  Wash- 
burn, 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  Henry  A.  White, 
W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  Henry  A.  Wrhite, 
Aid  to  Henry  A.  White, 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  O.  C.  Drayton, 
W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  O.  C.  Drayton, 
C.  C.  Valentine,  aid  to  Richard  Donovan, 
O.  H.  Lane, 

P.  T.  &  H.  8.  Washburn,  coffin  tor  M.  Rose  Theron, 
G.  H.  Arnold,  aid  to  Paul  Theron, 
Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  H.  G.  Leonard  and 
family, 

W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  Mary  Leonard, 


14  11 
1  00 

21  01 

1  00 

3  50 

6  50 

14  00 
17  62 
45  59 

15  91 

7  00 

2  00 

4  00 
1  35 


$181  59 


STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 


Paid  sundry  persons, 


$615  67 


PAYMENT  OF  DEBT. 


Paid  borrowed  money  and  interest, 


$1,525  16 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Rev.  J.  P.  Lane,  Supt.  of  Schools,  $125  00 

J.  A.  Leonard,  Treasurer,  100  00 

recording  births,  marriages 

and  deaths,  25  45 

J.  S.  Wood,  Collector  of  taxes,  40  59 

Wm.  D.  Witherell,  Selectman,  Assessor  and 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  125  00 

Oren  E.  Walker,  Selectman,  Assessor  and 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  125  00 

Wm.  E.  Payson,  Selectman,  Assessor  and 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  125  00 

1).  K.  Carpenter,  warning  Town  Meeting,  2  00 
Wm.  G.  Sawyer,        "  "  and 

Expense  on  Dogs,  9  00 


$677  04 


REGISTRY  OF  VOTERS. 
Paid  C.  H.  Buffington,  printing,  $9  25 


TOWN  HALL  ACCOUNT. 


Paid  Thos.  B.  Wetherell,  labor,  $3  50 

Noyes  &  Son,  hardware,  &c,  6  15 

chimneys,  soap,  wicks,  &c,  1  49 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  bbl.  oil  and  faucet,  8  10 

Expense  putting  up  store  room,  10  57 

Hiram  Smith,  services  as  janitor,  27  00 


$56  81 
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Or. 

Received  for  use  of  Hall,  $50  50 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Wm.  D.  Witherell,  assessors'  and  collector's 

books,  stationery, 
postage,  &c.  $5  29 

travelling  expenses  care 

J.  L.  Leonard,  2  50 

removal  state  paupers  to 

Tewksbury,  8  72 

stationery,  postage  car 

fare,  and  ex.,  12  25 

Expense  transportation  State  Aid  Agent,  5  00 

Lane  Brothers,  printing  reports,  warrants, 

and  assessors'  notices,  and  stationery,     49  33 
Gazette  and  Advocate,  advertising  for  Supt. 

Almshouse,  2  50 

Expense  suit  of  Easton  vs.  Norton,  157  01 

E.  W.  Stearns,  services  Memorial  Day,  15  00 

J.  A.  Leonard,  stationery,  blank  books, 

postage,  express,  car  fare  and  printing,    10  15 
Wm.  A.  Lane,  repairs  of  guide  posts,  5  00 

for  guide  posts,  3  50 

S.  H.  Cobb,  surveying  Town  Farm  lines,  3  75 

W.  D.  Witherell,       "  "  1  50 

$281  50 
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BILLS  SETTLED  BY  VOTE  OF  THE  TOWN. 


F.  A.  Clapp,  Repairs  on  highway,  $60  00 

E.  D.  Keith,       "  "  15  00 

J.  Pierce,  whitewashing  No.  8  school  house,  8  00 


$83  00 


RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  $2,717  36 

Repairs  of  school  houses,  268  94 

School  supplies,  265  94 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  2,500  00 

Support  of  poor  at  almshouse,  1,049  35 

out  of  "  1,262  96 
belonging  out  of  town,    181  59 

State  aid,  615  67 

Temporary-  loan  and  interest,  1,525  16 

Town  officers,  677  04 

Incidental  expenses,  281  50 

Expense  of  town  hall,  56  81 

registering  voters,  9  25 

repairs  at  almshouse,  13  68 

Bills  paid  by  vote  of  the  town,  83  00 


$11,508  25 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


Roads  and  Bridges,  $2,500  00 

Poor  and  Incidentals,  2,000  00 

Schools,  2,500  00 

Repairs  of  School  Houses,  200  00 

Talbot  House,  150  00 

Memorial  Day,  15  00 

County  Tax,  791  05 

State  Tax,  735  00 


$8,891  05 

WM.  D.  WITHERELL, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
WM.  E.  PAYSON, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  1,  1886. 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT, 

May  1,  1885. 


Total  valuation  of  real  estate, 

$607,650  00 

personal  estate, 

156,625  00 

Total, 

$764,275  00 

Total  tax  committed  to  collector, 

$8,201  04 

Tax  or  rate  per  $1000, 

$9  60 

Number  of  Polls, 

432 

Tax  on  each  poll, 

$2  00 

Number  of  horses  taxed, 

280 

cows 

384 

sheep 

41 

dwelling  houses 

371 

acres  of  land 

16,811 

WM.  D.  WITHERELL, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
WM.  E.  PAYSON, 

Assessors  of  Norton . 
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WlfS  REPORT. 

Dr. 


Cash  in  Treasury  March  2,  1885,                     $1,341  28 

Received  borrowed  money, 

1,500  00 

of  City  of  Brockton, 

34  36 

Taunton, 

21)  62 

Town  of  Rehoboth, 

110  98 

Easton, 

11  00 

State  Treasurer,  for  State  paupers, 

72  50 

Corporation  tax, 

23  15 

Nat'l  bank  tax, 

846  54 

State  aid, 

495  00 

Income  of  school 

fund, 

217  55 

County  Treasurer,  dog  fund, 

286  02 

Hicks  trust  fund. 

120  00 

Photographer's  stand, 

50 

for  bricks  sold,  Town  Hall, 

2  80 

Peddler's  license, 

6  00 

Grass  sold  around  Town  Hall, 

3  00 

Use  of  Town  Hall, 

50  50 

Income  of  town  farm, 

178  34 

from  J.  S.  Wood,  collector,  1883, 

4  43 

H.  G.  Danforth,  -  1884, 

100  75 

J.  S.  Wood,        "  1885, 

7,366  37 

$12,800  69 
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Cr. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,  $11,508  25 
State  tax,  735  00 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1884,  8  75 

1885,  65  68 

Cash  in  Treasury,  March  1,  1886,  483  01 


$12,800  69 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 

Norton,  March  1,  1886. 
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BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1885. 


DATE. 

Jan.  2. 
Feb.  4. 

6. 

7. 

Mch.  23. 
Apr.  6. 
16. 

May  3. 
4. 

June  26. 
28. 

2. 
21. 
31. 
19. 
24. 
26. 

Nov.  12. 
19. 
21. 

Dee.  9. 
17. 


Aug. 


Oet. 


Hathaway  Leonard, 
Mary  Louise  Reed, 
Mary  Elizabeth  Sullivan. 
Charles  Otis  Bruce, 
Earle  Martin  Barney, 
Julia  Ester  Galligan, 
Carlton  Linus  Foster, 
Ethel  Rose  Ryan, 
Gilbert  Sanford  Bully, 
Alice  Annette  Larson, 


NAME.  NAMES  OF  PARENTS. 

Charles  P.,  Ellen  M. 
William  H.,  Mary  E. 
Timothy  E.,  Mary. 
Charles  S.,  Samantha  K. 
Frank  P.,  Ellen  F. 

Michael,  Julia. 
Walter  E.,  Elva  V. 
Henry,  Annie  M. 
Peter,  Justina. 
William  O.,  Ann  F. 
Mary  Cory  Haskell,  Benjamin  F.,  Laura  Eva. 
Arthur  Lawson  Valentine,  Charles  G,  Ida  L. 
Josiah  Bowlin, 
Lewis  Arthur  Holmes, 
Frank  William  Smith, 
Percy  Suttie  Francis, 
Celia  Cornell, 
Edith  Bowers  Cowing. 

Storer, 
Timothy  Forrest  O'Brien 
Grace  McQuilkin, 
King, 


Josiah,  Mary  A. 
John  M.,  Calista  S. 
Frank  H.,  Ida  M. 
Lorenzo  H.,  Lizzie  M. 
John,  Rosanna. 
William  T.,  Ida  C. 
George  H.,  Lizzie  V. 
,  Daniel,  Annie. 

John,  Margaret. 
Artemas  C,  Mary  B. 


Whole  number  22.    Males,  13  ;  females,  9, 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1885. 


DATE. 

NAME. 

RESIDENCE. 

AGE. 

Jan. 

5. 

Herbert  C.  Joyner, 

Great  Barrington.  46 

Mary  E.  Wild, 

Norton. 

28 

Jan. 

8. 

Frank  E.  Grossman, 

Norton. 

36 

Ella  E.  Braly, 

Attleboro. 

30 

Meh.  15. 

C.  Walter  Clapp, 

Norton. 

22 

Mary  B.  Garfield, 

Norton. 

34 

Apr. 

19. 

James  E.  Cole, 

Norton. 

50 

Jennie  F.  Keene, 

Norton. 

49 

Apr. 

29. 

J.  Herbert  Harvey. 

Norton. 

Annie  L.  Cooper, 

Attleboro. 

28 

June 

1. 

Christopher  L.  Townscnd,  New  Bedford. 

26 

Isabel  McDougall , 

Norton. 

30 

Aug.  15. 

William  S.  Noyes, 

Norton. 

27 

Ellen  H.  Clapp, 

Norton. 

19 

Aug. 

19. 

Irving  E.  Shaw, 

Norton . 

22 
—  *. 

Anna  A.  Waterman, 

Norton. 

Aug. 

20. 

George  H.  Richmond, 

Norton. 

25 

Agnes  Reid, 

Norton. 

18 

Nov. 

10. 

Edward  D'Aubin, 

Norton. 

26 

Jessie  L.  Munroe, 

Norton. 

20 

Nov. 

26. 

Otis  B.  Dean, 

Norton. 

44 

E.  Alice  Thayer, 

Mansfield. 

36 

Nov. 

28. 

Linnaeus  W.  Lunn, 

Easton. 

27 

Ada  E.  Dean, 

Norton. 

is 
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Dec.  16.  Henry  L.  Hunt,  Norton.  41 

Ella  E.  Richmond,  Norton.  36 

Dec.  23.  Everett  H  Crossman,  Norton.  27 

Nellie  H.  Coller,  Attleboro.  24 

Dec.  29.  David  E.  Holman,  New  York,  N.  Y.  33 

Sarah  P.  Round,  Norton.  28 

Whole  number,  15. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1885. 


DATE. 

NAME. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Yrs. 

Mos.  Os. 

Jan. 

16. 

Mark  Morse. 

Cancer. 

64 

\)  13 

Feb. 

4. 

Phebe  Stanley. 

Old  age. 

99 

7  21 

8. 

Daniel  Crane. 

Liver  disease. 

69 

3  4 

10. 

Elizabeth  A.  Briffffs. 

•  Consumption. 

38 

2  15 

21. 

Mary  Rose  Theron. 

Measles. 

2  11  24 

Mch. 

6. 

Bridget  Brady. 

Pneumonia. 

76 

19. 

Harriet  Hunt. 

Old  age. 

75 

5  3 

•28. 

Calvin  Willis. 

Gen'l  debility.  88 

12 

28. 

Mary  Coombs  Freeman . 

Paralysis. 

73 

6  15 

Apr. 

6. 

Mary  A.  Willis. 

Pneumonia. 

40 

2  5 

10. 

Joanna  Gr.  Nickerson. 

Dropsy. 

72 

6  2 

11. 

George  B.  Crane. 

Pneumonia. 

74 

5  1 

13. 

Betsey  Washburn. 

Consumption. 

80 

1  24 

15. 

Bridget  Smith. 

Pneumonia. 

62 

18. 

Marcella  Steadman. 

Cancer. 

53  11  7 

19. 

Josiah  Bowlin. 

Pneumonia. 

36 

2  26 

23. 

Asa  P.  Holmes. 

Pneumonia. 

74 

9  21 

27. 

Charles  Sprague. 

Pneumonia. 

80 

1  22 

28. 

Martha  A  .  Torrey. 

Pneumonia. 

58 

4  25 

May 

3. 

Ellen  Sullivan. 

Convulsions. 

1 

3  8 

6. 

David  Hirth. 

Pneumonia. 

57 

1  8 

8. 

Alfred  Pratt  Talbot. 

Pneumonia. 

2 

6  § 

23. 

William  G.  Nason. 

Consumption. 

45 

6  14 

July 

14. 

Asaph  Carpenter. 

Accident. 

80 

1  16 

25. 

Hannah  P.  Arnold. 

Tumor. 

82 

10 

25. 

Silas  L.  Disbrow.   Intlam.  of  kidneys. 

5 

Aug. 

11. 

Esther  D.  Arnold. 

Heart  disease.  76 

\)  1> 

Sept. 

11. 

James  L.  Babbitt. 

Apoplexy. 

68  11  27 

11. 

Mary  A.  Hood. 

Hemorrhage . 

4  10 

13. 

Ethel  W.  Hastings. 

Dysentery. 

1 

2  20 

2S 
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17.  Henry  A.  Brown.    Heart  disease.       43    4  11 
Oct.     1.  Benjamin  E.  Sweet.  Spinal  meningitis.  58    1  28 

5.  Michael  Reid.  Heart  disease.  64 

26.  Mary  Louise  Reed.  Cholera  infantum.  8  22 
30.  Ward  Richmond.     Old  age.  84  7 

Nov.    3.  Frank  L.  B.  Smith.  Consumption.        31    8  28 

6.  Albert  Messinger.  Accident.  81  11  2 
9.  Bridget  Bolan.        Heart  disease.  55 

12.  David  C.  Lane.        Old  age.  81  11 

18.  Frank  W.  Smith.     Inflam.  of  bowels.  18 
Dec.  30.  Minnie  W.  Larson. 

Post-scarlatinal  croup.    2  1 

Whole  number  41.    Males,  21  ;  females,  20. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Auditing  Committee' 


1 1 


Dr. 


Amount  due  schools, 

to  balance  account. 


Cr. 


$915  31 
240  37 

$1,155  68 


Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $483  01 

due  from  J.  8.  Wood,  collector,  1883,  21  6€ 

1885,  60  24 

State,  for  military  aid,  590  83 


$1,155  68 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  town,  March  1,  1884,     $2,074  25 

,     "         1885,       1,413  83 
1886,         240  37 


Decrease  in  surplus  since  March  1,  1885. 


$1,173  46 


We,  the  auditing  committee,  having  examined  the  books 
of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  find  them  correctly  kept 
;:nd  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

GEO.  W.  WILD,  M.  1). 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE. 

Norton,  March  1,  1886. 
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Dr.  TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  to  the 

1885. 

July  1.  To  cash  on  hand,  $10  00 

Interest  received  from  the  Trust  Fund,  240  00 
Amount  of  Trust  Fund,  4,000  00 

Reserve  fund,  Oct.  1,  1885,  195  98 


$4,445  98 
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HICKS  TRUST  AND  RESERVE  FUND.  Cr. 
1885. 

July    1.  By  cash  paid  town  of  Norton,  for  care 

of  fund,  1120  00 
1 .  Deposited  in  Bristol  Co.  Savings  Bank, 

for  reserve  fund,  90  00 
June  27.  Paid  Cyrus  Hicks,   for   plants  and 

painting,  8  00 

Oct.  31.  Paid  Amelia  Lane,  for  care  of  vases,  10  00 

31.          Henry  Hunt,  for  care  of  lawn,  6  00 
1886. 

Mch.   1.  By  cash  on  hand,  16  00 
1 .              invested  in  Trust  and  Reserve 

funds,  4,195  98 

$4,445  98 


We,  the  auditing  committee,  have  examined  the  accounts 
of  the  Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve  Fund,  and  find  them  cor- 
rectly kept  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

GEO.  W.  WILD,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE. 

Norton,  March  1,  1886. 
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list  of  mm 

Presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  for 
Acceptance  at  their  Annual  Meeting, 

TO  BE  HOLDEN  APRIL   5,  188(i. 


ALFRED  BARKER,         ALBERT  W.  TUCKER, 
CHARLES  G.  CLAPP,     JOHN  M.  McCORMICK, 
CHARLES  HAGGERTY,  CHARLES  I.  GROSSMAN, 
GEORGE  B.  SHAW ,        C.  HOWARD  LANE, 
GEO.  L.  WETHERELL,  HENRY  G.  DANFORTH, 
D.  FRANK  CRANE,         HARRISON  T.  LINCOLN, 
LEWIS  H.  WILLIS,        JONES  W.  GODFREY, 
LYMAN  WILLIAMS,       JOSEPH  F.  SWEET, 
GEORGE  H.  ARNOLD,    JEROME  R.  KILBOURN, 
J.  STEPHEN  WOOD,    EVERETT  A.  WETHERELL, 
EMMONS  H.  LINCOLN,  CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
JOHN  H.  WrHITE,  LEWIS  B.  DEAN, 

FRANK  H.  SMITH,         C.  FRANK  SWEET, 
EMERY  C.  LINCOLN,     CHARLES  HASKELL, 
HIRAM  S.  FREEMAN. 

WM.  D.  WITHERELL, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
WM.  E.  PAYSON, 


Norton,  March  1,  IKKK. 


Selectmen  of  Norton . 
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PAID  TAXES 

In  the  Hands  of  the  Collector,  December  31,  1883. 


Delia  Wood,  $21  60 


LIST  OF  UNPAID  TAXES 
In  the  Hands  of  the  Collector,  March  1,  1*86. 


Wrn.  A.  King, 

$8  24 

Frank  E.  Williams, 

2  00 

Delia  Wood, 

19  20 

Heirs  of  Daniel  Balcom, 

3  60 

Thomas  Hunt, 

1  44 

Heirs  of  Oliver  Clapp, 

1  20 

Solomon  Woodward, 

1  92 

Heirs  of  Marcus  Cobb , 

72 

Edgar  E.  Woodward, 

1  20 

Alfred  W.  Woodward, 

1  44 

Charles  Conity, 

1  92 

Edson  B.  Smith, 

96 

Harriet  A.  Woodward, 

3  36 

Heirs  of  Charles  A.  Eldridge, 

2  88 

Luther  Lincoln, 

7  68 

* 


i'J 


n 
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E.  M.  Aldrich,  48 
James  Galligan,  2  00 

•$60  24 

J  S.  WOOD, 


Collector. 


Annual  Report 

 OF  THE  

School  Committee 

 OF  THE  

TOWN  OF  NORTON,  MASS. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1855-86. 


G.  H.  ARNOLD,  H.  G.  DAN  FORTH. 

F.  D.  HUNT. 
Term  expires  April,  1886. 

J.  P.  LANE,  T.  C.  CARVER, 

(One  Vacancy.) 

Term  expires  April,  1887. 

L.  C.  WETHERELL,  S.  W.  LINCOLN, 

(One  Vacancy.— AUSTIN  MESSINGER 
appointed  until  April,  1886.) 

Term  expires  April,  1888. 


ORGANIZATION. 

J.  P.  LANE,  Chairman  and  Superintendent. 
H.  G.  DANFORTH,  Secretary. 
J.  P.  LANE,  H.  G.  DANFORTH,  Examining  Committee. 
H.  G.  DANFORTH,  G.  H.  ARNOLD,  Committee 
on  Repairs. 


Regular  meetings,  first  Monday  evening  of  each  month. 


REPORT. 


To  the  citizens  of  Norton  : 

We  respectfully  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year 
1885-86. 

To  the  school  committee,  duly  elected  and  qualified,  is 
given  in  trust  by  the  law  of  the  state,  the  organization, 
direction  and  general  supervision  of  the  public  schools, 
including  the  appointing  of  teachers,  the  providing  of  fuel 
and  janitor's  services  and  whatever  is  needful  for  comfort 
and  efficient  support,  the  care  of  school  houses  and  all 
other  school  property  and  the  furnishing  of  text-books  and 
all  other  needed  supplies.  These  trusts  belong  to  the  en- 
tire committee  as  an  organized  board,  in  accord  with 
appropriations  made  by  the  town  and  by  the  state  for 
these  purposes.  A  city  by  ordinance  and  a  town  by  vote 
may  require  the  school  committee  annually  to  appoint  a 
superintendent  who,  under  the  direction  and  control  of 
said  committee,  shall  have  the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
schools.  His  authority  to  act,  in  case  of  the  town — under 
the  law — comes  from  the  vote  of  the  town  requiring  the 
appointment. 

The  school  committee,  by  the  law  of  the  state,  must 
consist  of  any  number  of  persons  divisible  by  three, 
which  the  town  may  decide  to  elect,  one-third  thereof  to 
be  elected  annually  and  to  continue  in  office  three  years. 
No  distinction  is  made  as  to  the  locality  in  town  where 
they  shall  reside,  and  no  distinction  as  to  rank  of  respon- 
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sibility  in  the  board.  In  abolishing  the  old  district 
system  it  was  the  evident  intent  and  purpose  of  the  law- 
makers to  abolish,  both  in  name  and  in  fact,  the  office  of 
district  prudential  committee,  who,  under  the  old  system, 
had  almost  entire  control  of  the  district  school. 

Formerly  there  were  eight  school-districts  in  Norton. 
As  the  school  committee  must  consist  of  three  persons,  or 
some  multiple  of  three,  the  town  decided  to  elect  nine, 
eight  of  them  to  be  residents  respectively  of  the  eight 
old  districts  and  the  ninth  to  be  from  any  part  of  the  town. 
To  these  4 'local"  members,  each  in  his  own  district,  was 
assigned  the  care  of  the  school-house  and  other  school 
property,  the  selecting  and  hiring  of  the  teacher,  the  pro- 
viding of  fuel,  janitor's  services  and  whatever  is  needful 
for  comfort  and  support,  and  the  supply  of  furnishings, 
just  as  "prudential"  committees  used  to  do  under  the  old 
and  abolished  school  district  system.  This  left  not  much 
for  the  "ninth"  member,  save  to  "stand  in  his  lot"  and 
answer  the  "letter"  of  the  law.  The  board  elected  three 
of  their  number  an  "examining  committee"  to  examine 
and  issue  to  teachers  certificates  of  qualification,  and  two 
of  their  number  a  "visiting  committee"  to  visit  the  schools. 
This  continued  until  two  years  ago  when  a  slight  new  de- 
parture was  made. 

In  place  of  a  "visiting  committee"  of  two  members,  the 
duty  was  assigned  to  one,  to  whom  was  also  given  in 
charge  the  duty  of  buying  and  furnishing  the  text-books 
and  other  supplies,  under  the  law  of  March  22,  1884,  re- 
serving to  the  "local"  committees  the  duty  of  furnishing 
ink.  They  dignified  this  office  with  the  title  of  "super- 
intendent," but  did  not  divest  the  "local"  members  of  any 
authority  which  they  had  before  exercised  nor  give  to  the 
superintendent,  who  happened  to  be  the  "ninth"  member, 
any  authority  beyond  that  specified,  except  as  follows. 
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A  committee  on  repairs  was  appointed  to  have  in  charge 
repairs  and  improvements  contemplated  by  a  special  ap- 
propriation of  $500.  It  was  voted  that  in  case  any  "local" 
committee,  neglected  to  make  needed  ordinary  repairs,  the 
superintendent  shall  report  the  fact  to  the  board,  when,  by 
vote  of  the  board,  the  committee  on  repairs  may  be  author- 
ized to  supply  the  deficiency.  It  was  also  voted  that  the 
question  of  retaining  any  teacher,  selected  and  hired  by 
the  "local"  committee,  beyond  the  first  term  of  employ- 
ment, shall  be  decided  by  vote  of  the  board,  on  hearing 
reports  of  the  superintendent  and  local  committee.  In  any 
doubtful  case  under  this  vote,  a  vote  has  uniformly  passed 
k'to  refer  the  matter  for  decision  to  the  local  committee." 

We  call  your  attention  to  this  that  you  may  know  the 
peculiarities  of  the  Norton  system,  and  justly  fix  the  re- 
sponsibility for  any  action  ;  also  to  raise  the  question, 
whether  it  is  wise  to  continue  methods  which  are  evidently 
not  in  accord  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  law,  if  they 
are  not  also  open  to  the  charge  of  violating  its  letter. 
There  are  no  school  districts  in  town  known  to  the  law. 
The  policy  of  the  state  is  to  bring  the  entire  management 
of  the  public  schools  in  the  town  under  a  single  responsi- 
ble board  or  officer  of  the  board.  Is  it  not  better  to  con- 
form to  this  policy  rather  than  to  evade  it  and  set  up  our 
own  way  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  care  for  our  public 
schools  as  the  schools  of  one  community,  rather  than  of 
eight  separate  communities  ? 

THE  SCHOOLS. 
No.  1. 

A  year  ago  this  school  was  in  two  departments,  ad- 
vanced and  primary.    The  latter,  in  charge  of  Miss  Hattie 
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L.  Blandin,  had  been  conducted  with  very  marked  success 
in  a  room  at  the  town  hall.  The  former,  with  like  success, 
in  charge  of  Miss  Grace  L.  Harlow  at  the  school-house. 
Seventy-two  pupils  were  enrolled,  a  number  more  than 
double  that  of  any  other  school  in  town.  The  division  into 
two  departments,  each  with  a  separate  teacher,  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  its  continuance  was  earnestly  desired. 
But  the  room  at  the  town  hall  was  only  suitable  for  tempo- 
rary use  until  a  better  place  could  be  provided.  The  ur- 
gent necessity  of  providing  an  additional  school-room  was 
presented  in  our  annual  report,  and  emphasized  at  the  town 
meeting.  After  discussion  an  appropriation  was  voted, 
and  authority  given  the  school  committee  to  hire  and  lit  up 
a  room  in  the  "Storer  cottage,"  it  being  stated  that  the 
cottage  could  be  hired  for  this  purpose. 

At  their  first  meeting  the  school  committee  referred  this 
matter  to  a  sub-committee  with  full  power  to  act.  This 
sub-committee  decided  it  was  inexpedient  to  take  the  Sto- 
rer  cottage,  and  arranged  to  put  more  desks  and  seats  in 
the  main  room  of  the  school  house  and  put  both  depart- 
ments together  there  in  charge  of  the  two  teachers, 
sheathing  the  gates  of  the  space  between  the  two  entries 
for  a  separate  recitation-room.  Although  this  arrangement 
was  not  satisfactory  to  either  the  superintendent  or  the 
parents  generally,  it  was  accepted  with  disposition  to  give 
it  fair  trial.  Seventy-six  pupils  were  enrolled  for  the 
spring  term.  The  necessity  of  making  a  thoroughfare  of 
the  recitation-room,  the  confusion  of  the  going  in  and  out 
and  of  the  opening  and  shutting  of  the  gates,  the  necessity 
of  the  large  body  of  pupils  of  all  ages  remaining  together 
in  the  school-room  in  care  of  one  teacher — while  the  other 
teacher  was  in  the  recitation-room  with  a  single  class — 
this  teacher  also  having  classes  to  hear  and  instruct  at  the 
same  time,  presented  conditions  that  were  a  daily  and  con- 
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tinuous  distraction.  Faithfully  and  earnestly  the  teachers 
toiled  and  they  deserve  highest  praise  for  their  endeavor. 
But  it  was  impossible,  in  these  distracting  and  demoraliz- 
ing conditions,  to  achieve  success  satisfactory  to  either 
teachers,  pupils,  or  parents.  This  was  hard  to  bear  in 
thought  of  what  might  have  been  and  what  ought  to  have 
been.  In  consequence,  the  attendance  of  pupils  dimin- 
ished. Some  parents  said  they  would  not  suffer  so,  and 
would  take  their  children  from  school  and  send  them  to  a 
private  school.  Some  became  indifferent,  and  their  chil- 
dren didn't  care  whether  school  kept  or  not.  And  many 
anxiously  asked,  4 'Well,  what  next?" 

Before  the  fall  term  one  family  moved  out  of  town,  and 
two  others  removed  to  other  parts  of  the  town.  This,  to- 
gether with  the  fact  that  several  other  pupils  would  be 
taken  out  of  the  school  and  sent  to  the  Seminary  and  to 
school  out  of  town,  led  the  committee  to  put  the  school  in 
charge  of  a  male  teacher,  without  an  assistant.  When  this 
purpose  became  known  an  effort  was  made  to  open  a  pri- 
vate school  for  the  younger  pupils,  with  Miss  Blandin  as 
teacher,  but  the  effort  failed  for  lack  of  sufficient  numbers 
who  could  afford  the  cost.  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Wood,  who 
had  achieved  distinguished  success  in  his  native  town  and 
was  highly  recommended,  was  employed  for  the  fall  term. 
He  entered  upon  his  task  with  an  earnest  purpose  to  suc- 
ceed. Sixty-one  pupils  were  enrolled.  He  very  soon  had 
the  school  in  excellent  order,  and  proved  himself  a  tho- 
rough and  pains-taking  teacher,  worthy  the  cordial  confi- 
dence and  support  of  all.  Considering  the  multiplicity  of 
classes,  the  large  number  of  pupils  for  an  ungraded  school, 
and  the  irregularity  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  many 
which  has  been  a  great  evil,  as  good  progress  was  made  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected.  He  was  retained  for  the 
winter  term  and  has  done  very  satisfactory  work.    We  re- 
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gret  that  so  large  a  number  of  those  who  ought  to  have 
been  in  school  failed  to  attend  this  term — only  forty  en- 
rolled— and  that  so  many  of  those  who  did  attend  were  so 
irregular,  thus  inflicting  serious  injury  upon  the  school  and 
upon  themselves.  But  for  this  the  teacher  is  not  respon- 
sible.   We  hope  for  better  things  another  term. 

No.  enrolled  for  the  year,  76.  Under  5  yrs.,  3.  Over 
15  yrs.,  1.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.,  57.  Average  mem- 
bership, spring  term,  65.33 — attendance,  60.5.  Average 
membership,  fall  term,  49.73 — attendance,  39.82.  Aver- 
age membership,  winter  term,  32.88 — attendance,  25.88. 
Not  tardy,  spring  term,  71  ;  fall  term,  33  ;  winter  term,  20. 

Not  absent  nor  tardy :  Austin  Sweet,  three  terms — a 
year  and  two  terms  before  ;  John  Gldfield,  two  terms — 
two  years  before ;  Mary  Oldfield,  two  terms — two  terms 
before  ;  Alfred  Carpenter,  one  term — one  year  and  a  term 
before  ;  Frank  Boss,  one  term — three  terms  before  ;  Ber- 
tie Wetherell,  one  term — two  terms  before  ;  Everett  Hall, 
one  term — two  terms  before  ;  John  Hussey,  one  term — 
one  term  before. 

Not  absent :  Cora,  Bertha,  Mabel  and  Pamelia  Elliott, 
one  term — two  terms  before  ;  Carroll  Briggs,  one  term — 
but  oh,  Carroll,  those  thirty  tardy  marks  !  ! 

No.  2. 

This  school  for  the  spring  and  fall  terms  was  taught  by 
Mr.  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  who  had  been  previously  employed 
several  terms — our  veteran  school-master,  who  has  taught 
two  generations  of  pupils  in  Norton,  and  is  affectionately 
remembered  by  many.  He  achieved  his  usual  success  and 
the  school  always  appeared  well  on  occasion  of  the  super- 
intendent's visits  and  at  the  examinations  at  the  close  of 
the  term.    But  some  desired  a  change,  and  Miss  Louise  G. 
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Marshall,  who  had  been  eminently  successful  in  the  Win- 
nicunnet  school,  was  employed  as  teacher  for  the  winter 
term.  With  earnest  zeal  and  fidelity  she  entered  upon 
her  work,  and  soon' inspired  her  pupils  with  like  enthusi- 
asm. Her  methods  were  favorably  received  and  there  was 
a  very  marked  progress  in  all  the  studies  of  the  school. 
The  discipline  was  firm,  but  kind  and  impartial,  and  the 
school  under  perfect  control.  She  won  the  love  of  the 
pupils,  the  confidence  of  parents,  and  the  term  closed  with 
universal  approval  and  commendation. 

No.  enrolled  for  the  year,  39.  Under  5  yrs.,  0.  Over 
15  yrs.,  3.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.,  34.  Average  mem- 
bership, spring  term,  35.03 — attendance,  22.36.  Average 
membership,  fall  term,  29.36 — attendance,  27.73.  Aver- 
age membership,  winter  term,  32.67 — attendance,  25.67. 
Not  tardy,  spring  term,  21  ;  fall  term,  27  ;  winter  term,  32. 

Not  absent  nor  tardy  :  Bertie  F.  Fales,  two  terms — 
three  terms  before  not  absent :  Willis  E.  Fales,  two  terms 
— two  terms  before  not  absent ;  Atwood  B.  Chase,  two 
terms — two  terms  before  not  absent ;  Thomas  E.  Skinner, 
two  terms — one  term  before  ;  James  A.  Freeman,  two 
terms  ;  J.  Henry  Bradley,  one  term — one  term  before  ; 
Carlos  D.  Freeman,  Joseph  Crathorne,  C.  Henry  Horr, 
Fannie  A.  Curtis,  Luella  K.  Chase.  Fannie  M.  Grossman, 
Cora  A.  Greene,  one  term  each. 

Not  absent :  Esther  Shaw,  two  terms — three  terms  be- 
fore and  two  of  these  not  tardy ;  O.  Elbert  Walker,  one 
term — six  terms  before  and  four  of  these  not  tardy  ;  Flor- 
ence B.  Freeman,  one  term — two  terms  before  and  one  of 
these  not  tardy  ;  George  R.  Codding,  Arthur  A.  Codding, 
Marcus  W.  Keene,  one  term  each. 
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No.  3. 

Miss  Lila  P.  McCormick,  who  had  been  in  charge  of 
this  school  several  terms,  was  retained-  as  teacher  for  the 
spring  and  fall  terms,  and  duly  elected  for  the  winter  term. 
But  her  family  moving  out  of  town,  she  retired  at  the  close 
of  the  fall  term,  with  the  cordial  respect  and  good  will  of 
all.  Her  success  was  very  satisfactory.  Miss  Hattie  L. 
Blandin,  whose  success  with  the  primary  department  of 
No.  1  had  won  for  her  an  excellent  name,  was  employed 
for  the  winter  term.  She  did  not  disappoint  expectations 
and  has  shown  qualities  that,  with  more  experience,  will 
place  her  in  the  front  rank  of  teachers. 

No.  enrolled  for  the  year,  26.  Under  5  yrs.,  0.  Over 
15  yrs.,  0.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.,  19.  Average  mem- 
bership, spring  term,  22.75 — attendance,  19.6.  Average 
membership,  fall  term,  28.33 — attendance,  23.98.  Aver- 
age membership,  winter  term,  23.4 — attendance,  19.78. 
Not  tardy,  spring  term,  23  ;  fall  term,  29  ;  winter  term,  12. 

Not  absent  nor  tardy  :  Minnie  Hogan,  two  terms — three 
terms  before  ;  Lillian  Lincoln,  two  terms — two  terms  be- 
fore ;  Mary  McCabe,  two  terms — two  terms  before  ;  Alice 
B.  Woodward,  one  term — three  terms  before ;  Harvey 
Hogan,  one  term. 

No.  4. 

Miss  Mattie  J.  Crawford  has  continued  as  teacher  of  this 
school  through  the  year.  Her  reputation  in  previous  years 
of  work  here  has  put  her  in  the  front  rank  of  teachers  and 
has  been  fully  sustained.  Owing  to  the  removal  of  fami- 
lies from  town,  caused  by  suspension  of  the  cotton  mill, 
the  school  has  been  much  smaller  than  before,  but  the 
prospect  now  is  for  a  large  increase  in  the  future,  as  the 
mill  has  started  again  and  families  are  moving  in. 
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No.  enrolled  for  the  year,  46.  Under  5  yrs.,  3.  Over 
15  yrs.,  4.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.,  25.  Average  mem- 
bership, spring  term,  25.27 — attendance,  22.27.  Average 
membership,  fall  term,  25.67 — attendance,  23.33.  Aver- 
age membership,  winter  term,  21.93 — attendance,  19.83. 
Not  tardy,  spring  term,  14  ;  fall  term,  15  ;  winter  term,  24. 

Not  absent  nor  tardy  :  Bridget  Leddy,  three  terms — 
live  terms  before ;  Everett  Fletcher,  one  term  and  one 
other  term  not  absent — four  terms  before  and  one  other 
term  not  absent ;  Jessie  McQuilkin,  one  term — one  term 
before ;  Matthias  Galligan,  one  term—one  term  before 
not  absent ;  Avis  Crossman,  Clara  Valentine,  one  term 
each. 

Not  absent :  Clarence  Valentine,  two  terms — one  term 
before  not  absent  nor  tardy  ;  Mary  Galligan,  one  term — 
four  terms  before  not  absent  nor  tardy  ;  James  McQuilkin, 
one  term — three  terms  before  not  absent  and  two  of  these 
not  tardy  ;  John  McQuilkin,  Eddie  Gilroy,  one  term  each. 

No.  5. 

x\t  the  beginning  of  the  year  this  school  was  put  in 
charge  of  Miss  Lucy  J.  Blackman,  the  previous  teacher, 
Miss  Copeland,  having  resigned  to  accept  a  position  in  At- 
tleboro.  Miss  Blackman,  with  the  reputation  of  an  ex- 
perienced teacher,-  came  well  recommended.  She  soon 
won  the  confidence  of  her  pupils  and  aroused  their  ambi- 
tion. Firm  but  kind  and  impartial  in  discipline,  thorough 
and  faithful  in  her  instructions,  she  led  her  pupils  along  in 
a  steady  and  constant  progress.  Her  valuable  services 
were  retained  through  the  year. 

No.  enrolled  for  the  year,  25.  Under  5  yrs.,  0.  Over 
15 yrs.,  1.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.,  17.  Average  mem- 
bership, spring  term,  14.66 — attendance,  13.93.  Average 
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membership,  fall  term,  21.38 — attendance,  18.88.  Aver- 
age membership,  winter  term,  19 — attendance,  14.97. 
Not  tardy,  spring  term,  11  ;  fall  term,  20  ;  winter  term,  12. 

Not  absent  nor  tardy,  Frank  L.  Harden,  one  term — one 
term  before  ;  Carrie  M.  Carver,  one  term  and  another  ex- 
cept a  half-day ;  Richard  S.  Hardon,  one  term — one  term 
before  not  absent. 

Not  absent,  Frank  L.  Hardon,  two  terms — two  terms 
before. 

No.  6. 

Miss  Cora  V.  Chase  has  taught  this  school  several  pre- 
vious terms  and  through  the  year.  Excellent  order  is 
maintained  and  constant  progress  in  studies  is  manifest. 
A  marked  feature  is  the  attention  given  to  essay-writing 
and  speaking,  not  neglecting  other  departments  of  study. 
Subjects  are  assigned  and  information  obtained  from  any 
available  source.  Then,  without  copying,  the  pupils  are 
expected  to  write  out  in  their  own  language  and  style  the 
facts  acquired  and  their  thoughts  about  them.  Practice 
has  made  many  of  the  pupils  quite  proficient  in  this. 

No.  enrolled  for  the  year,  24.  Under  5  yrs.,  2.  Over 
15  yrs.,  0.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.,  13.  Average  mem- 
bership, spring  term,  22 — attendance,  20.08.  Average 
membership,  fall  term,  21.75 — attendance,  20.44.  Aver- 
age membership,  winter  term,  18.91 — attendance,  16.11. 
Not  tardy,  spring  term,  13  ;  fall  term,  19  ;  winter  term,  16. 

Not  absent  nor  tardy,  Rhoda  E.  Danforth,  two  terms — 
three  years  and  two  terms  before ;  Lizzie  H.  Leonard, 
two  terms ;  Mertin  G.  Lincoln,  two  terms ;  Willie  E. 
Leonard,  one  term — four  years  and  two  terms  before  ; 
Eva  R.  Danforth,  one  term — one  year  and  three  terms  be- 
fore ;  Nellie  H.   Lincoln,  one  term — two  terms  before. 
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Several  of  these  would  doubtless  have  had  a  perfect  record 
for  other  terms,  but  for  the  measles. 

No.  7. 

Miss  Adelaide  E.  Austin  has  been  the  very  efficient 
and  honored  teacher  of  this  school  for  several  years.  The 
school  is  small  in  numbers  but  has  a  large  percentage  of 
bright  girls  and  boys  eager  to  learn,  hearty  in  love  for 
and  appreciative  of  the  worth  of  their  teacher  and  ready 
to  vie  with  her  in  efforts  for  improvement.  She  has  the 
hearty  confidence  and  support  of  the  parents  as  well,  and 
nothing  is  lacking  in  conditions  to  secure  the  best  success. 
A  very  pleasant  occasion  was  a  surprise  visit  of  parents 
and  all  the  pupils  recently  at  the  home  of  the  teacher, 
bringing  good  cheer  and  substantial  gifts,  tokens  of  their 
love  and  confidence. 

No.  enrolled  for  the  year,  21.  Under  5  yrs.,  1.  Over 
15  yrs.,  2.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.,  14.  Average  mem- 
bership, spring  term,  14 — attendance,  11.81.  Average 
membership,  fall  term,  15 — attendance,  13.  Average 
membership,  winter  term,  17 — attendance,  13.38.  Not 
tardy,  spring  term,  15  ;  fall  term,  13;  winter  term,  13. 

Not  absent  nor  tardy,  Helen  S.  Butts,  three  terms — two 
years  before  ;  Winnie  A.  Butts,  three  terms — two  years 
before  ;  Oliver  E.  White,  three  terms — one  year  and  two 
terms  before  ;  Lucy  E.  Stevens,  two  terms — two  terms  be- 
fore ;  Albert  H.  White,  one  term.  Sickness  is  the  chief 
cause  that  this  list  is  not  longer  and  does  not  cover  more 
terms. 

No.  8. 

Miss  Louise  G.  Marshall  had  charge  of  this  school  the 
fall  and  winter  terms  of  the  previous  year  and  the  spring 
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and  fall  terms  of  this  year.  Her  success  was  very  marked 
and  satisfactory.  Though  the  school  was  small  in  num- 
bers there  were  no  idle  moments  in  school-hours.  The 
order  was  perfect  and  the  instruction  thorough,  aiming  to 
inform,  draw  out  and  develop  the  minds  of  the  pupils 
rather  than  to  make  any  mere  show  of  her  own  acquisitions 
and  powers.  Modest  and  reticent,  without  any  apparent 
push  or  show7  of  force,  she  had  remarkable  tact  in  keeping 
her  pupils  interested,  on  the  alert,  and  progressive.  Much 
to  the  regret  of  pupils  and  parents,  whose  love,  conlidence 
and  esteem  she  had  in  marked  degree,  she  resigned  her 
position  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  to  take  a  larger  school 
in  another  part  of  the  town. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  sickness  the  school  for  the 
winter  term  did  not  begin  as  soon  as  the  other  schools, 
and  for  the  same  reason  its  membership  was  less  than 
usual.  Miss  Susie  G.  Cook  was  employed  as  teacher. 
Though  without  experience,  she  had  a  normal  training, 
was  highly  recommended,  and  made  a  favorable  impression, 
^he  has  done  excellent  work,  has  won  love  and  confidence, 
and  the  school  has  made  as  good  progress  as,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances, could  reasonably  be  expected.  She  has 
evinced  qualities  and  qualifications  that,  with  more  expe- 
rience, promise  the  best  success. 

No.  enrolled  for  the  year,  27.  Under  5  yrs.,  1.  Over 
15  yrs.,  1.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.,  19.  Average  mem- 
bership, spring  term,  17 — attendance,  14.67.  Average 
membership ,  fall  term ,  18.  (>  7 — attendance ,  17.38.  Aver- 
age membership,  winter  term,  11.77 — attendance,  8.24. 
Not  tardy,  spring  term,  10  ;  fall  term,  7  ;  winter  term,  0. 

Not  absent  nor  tardy  :  Hattie  G.  Dawley,  two  terms — 
one  term  before  ;  Florence  N.  George,  one  term. 

Not  absent :  Hattie  G.  Dawley,  three  terms — three 
terms  before  ;  Lizzie  S.  Larson,  one  term — two  terms  be- 
fore not  absent  nor  tardy. 
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The  condition  of  all  our  schools,  on  the  whole,  is  quite 
satisfactory.  The  teachers  have  labored  faithfully,  earn- 
estly, and  are  well  approved  as  competent  for  their  work. 
They  have  all  been  retained  for  the  opening  term  of  the 
next  year.  Very  generally  there  has  been  cooperation 
with  the  teachers  on  the  part  of  pupils  and  parents,  which 
is  equally  essential  to  success.  There  is  still  room  for  im- 
provement and  we  desire  that  the  very  best  condition 
may  be  attained.  A  few  things  in  this  connection  should 
be  mentioned. 

The  greatest  hindrance  and  evil  is  irregularity  of  attend- 
ance. Frequent  absences  have  defaced  the  pages  of  the 
school  registers,  and  the  tardy  marks  are  not  a  few.  In 
some  cases,  we  know,  this  has  been  unavoidable  by  reason 
of  sickness  and  other  causes.  But  we  believe  that  in  many 
cases  it  has  not  been  so.  The  defacement  of  the  registers 
with  black  marks  is  of  least  importance.  The  injury  to 
the  schools  is  far  more  serious.  Not  only  do  the  absent 
pupils  suffer  loss — loss  of  instruction  given  to  their  classes 
in  their  absence,  loss  of  the  lessons  to  be  learned,  and,  by 
reason  of  these  gaps,  very  halting  and  indifferent  progress 
made — but  the  pupils  who  are  present  suffer,  because 
these  absent  ones  are  a  drag  and  a  burden  to  their  classes, 
the  tone  of  progress  is  lowered,  the  desired  thoroughness 
and  advance  is  made  impossible.  Pupils  must  be  in  class- 
es, and  classes  as  few  as  possible  to  cover  the  range  of 
studies.  It  is  not  wise  nor  practicable  to  form  continually 
new  classes  for  the  intermittent  and  laggard  ones,  falling 
behind  by  absences.  They  must  generally  be  carried 
along  in  their  classes  as  best  they  may.  But  it  becomes  a 
serious  and  distracting  problem  just  what  to  do  in  justice 
to  those  who  are  constant  in  attendance,  while  doing  the 
best  possible  thing  for  the  intermittent  and  laggard  ones. 
W e  frequently  hear  remarks  made  that  seem  to  estimate 


50 


ANNUAL  .REPORT . 


the  size  of  the  teacher's  work  by  the  average  attendance  of 
pupils.  We  can  hardly  have  patience  with  so  ignorant 
and  false  estimate.  Forty  pupils,  regular  and  constant  in 
their  attendance,  furnish  an  easier  task,  and  one  that  can 
be  far  more  satisfactorily  accomplished,  than  do  an  average 
attendance,  out  of  the  same  number,  of  twenty  pupils. 
We  don't  know  what  to  do  about  it,  but  we  feel  very  deep- 
ly. It  is  a  burning  shame  to  so  seriously  impair  the  value 
of  our  schools.  It  is  a  grievous  wrong.  We  appeal  to 
parents,  to  be  thoughtful  of  this.  We  appeal  to  pupils, 
not  to  suffer  their  golden  opportunities  for  an  education  to 
be  thus  trifled  with.  We  appeal  to  you,  fellow  citizens 
to  do  something  whereby  the  laws  against  truancy  shall 
be  something  more  than  a  dead  letter  and  a  farce.  We 
call  special  attention  to  extracts  from  the  State  laws  ap- 
pended to  this  report. 

We  wish  to  impress  on  all  the  teachers — that  which 
most  do  apprehend — that  their  office  is  not  simply  to  keep 
pupils  in  the  restraints  of  quietness  and  to  hear  their 
unswers  to  questions  from  a  book,  assigned  them  daily. 
A  restraint  of  quietness  that  is  merely  irksome  and  terrific 
is  not  good  discipline  nor  good  order.  The  mere  mem- 
orizing of  words,  without  thought  or  apprehension  of 
their  meaning,  is  useless  drudgery,  tkthe  abomination  of 
the  school  room."  'kThe  sitting  in  an  easy  chair  to  hear 
recitations  from  a  book  and  to  notice  whether  they  are  re- 
cited word  for  word  is  not  teaching — any  tyro  could  do 
that."  A  quietness  that  is  easy  and  free,  because  the 
pupils  are  employed  with  their  studies,  is  order.  Memo- 
ries that  are  alive  with  clear  knowledge  and  intelligent  ap- 
prehension of  facts  and  principles,  with  a  ready  application 
of  these  and  thought  in  channels  outside  of  text-books  as 
well  as  in  text-book  routine,  are  the  fruit  of  a  true  educa- 
tion.   And  progress  to  the  higher  and  more  difficult 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


51 


*  branches  is  secured  only  by  thoroughness,  without  gups, 
in  the  branches  of  lower  and  easier  grade.  The  teacher- 
should  have  enthusiasm,  knowledge,  tact,  and  love  in  this 
work  and  be  able  to  inspire  like  qualities  in  the  pupils. 

It  may  be  well  in  first  going  over  the  studies  to  follow 
pretty  closely  the  order  and  the  forms  of  the  text-book, 
questions  and  answers.  But  in  the  daily  recitations  these 
should  be  supplemented  by  instruction,  by  illustration  and 
whatever  may  secure  a  thorough  and  clear  grasp  of  the 
subject-matter.  But  in  the  reviews,  let  there  be  condens- 
ation by  topics,  a  holding  and  clear  statement  of  essential 
points,  a  combination  of  these  in  such  order  that  they  will 
not  be  forgotten.  For  example,  in  Geography,  let  the  re- 
views be  topical,  dropping  unimportant  questions  and 
holding  the  important  points,  making  use  of  outline  maps 
and  the  globe,  making  journeys  from  point  to  point,  and 
in  other  ways  be  wise  to  make  the  exercise  interesting 
and  abiding  in  results.  In  reading  lessons,  the  object 
should  not  be  to  get  over  so  much  ground— however  in- 
teresting the  story  may  be,  and  however  great  the  desire 
to  see  how  it  is  corning  out — but  to  learn  ho?v  to  read. 
Attention  should  therefore  be  given  to  everything  that  is 
essential  to  good  reading,  strict  accuracy  in  using  the 
exact  words  of  the  author,  and  not  let  a  single  sentence  or 
paragraph  pass  till  it  is  read  perfectly. 

We  think  it  is  well  to  have  one  half-day  of  each  week 
for  general  exercises  and  attention  to  important  matters 
that  otherwise  may  be  overlooked.  Essay  and  letter  writ- 
ing and  speaking  are  important.  The  law  of  the  state  re- 
quires instruction  in  morals  and  good  behaviour;  "to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  children  and  youth  the  principles  of 
piety  and  justice  and  a  sacred  regard  to  truth ;  love  of 
country,  humanity  and  universal  benevolence,  sobriety, 
industry  and  frugality;  chastity,  moderation  and  temper- 
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ance  ;  and  those  other  virtues  which  are  the  ornament  of 
human  society  and  the  basis  upon  which  a  republican  in- 
stitution is  founded."  While  this  is  done  by  the  character 
and  the  silent  daily  influence  of  the  teacher's  life,  it  must 
not  be  left  to  that  alone.  Free  familiar  talks  to  the  school 
should  be  given,  and  a  place  and  time  for  these  may  be 
secured  in  the  half-day  of  general  exercises.  A  manual  of 
manners  has  been  placed  on  each  teacher's  desk  to  aid  in 
this.  We  expect  it  will  be  used.  The  state  also  requires 
instruction  to  be  given  to  all  the  pupils  on  "the  effects  of 
alcohol  and  narcotics  upon  the  human  system."  The  law 
is  imperative  and  the  requirement  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. We  expect  our  teachers  to  be  well  informed  and  to 
give  faithful  instruction  in  this  matter,  aiming  to  make  it 
clear  and  intelligible  to  even  the  youngest  child.  This  is 
of  more  importance  than  mere  technical  instruction  in  the 
science  of  anatomy,  physiology,  and  hygiene.  The  half- 
day  devoted  to  general  exercises  will  give  the  opportunity 
for  it. 

THE  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Believing  it  to  be  wisest  economy,  we  have  aimed  to 
keep  the  school-houses  in  good  repair.  Two  have  been 
painted  outside — Nos.  5  and  8 — and  one — No.  2 — thor- 
oughly renovated  in  the  interior.  A  fence  has  been  built  for 
the  yard  of  No.  1.  New  out-buildings  have  been  provided 
for  No.  4.  The  blackboards  in  nearly  all  need  renovating 
and  it  is  thought  that  one  or  two  of  the  school-houses 
should  have  a  coat  of  paint  annually.  Other  ordinary  re- 
pairs, as  noted  in  the  financial  report,  must  receive  con- 
stant attention  The  usual  appropriation  of  $200  is  asked 
for  this  purpose. 
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THE  SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 

The  school  supplies  have  been  bought  and  furnished  as 
required.  We  have  aimed  to  secure  the  most  favorable 
terms  in  purchasing,  and  in  some  instances  have  secured  a 
discount  from  even  the  very  low  prices  of  the  previous 
war,  while  on  some  of  the  supplies  prices  have  advanced. 
We  have  not  deemed  it  wise  to  limit  purchases  to  the  sin- 
gle book  or  article  called  for,  but  have  bought  from  time 
to  time  in  such  quantity  as  might  be  needed  in  a  near 
future.  Hence  we  have  some  stock  left  over  for  future  use. 
There  is  call  for  additional  maps  and  other  material.  This 
with  the  supply  of  new  books  for  those  worn  out,  the  sup- 
ply of  material  that  is  constantly  used  up,  and  the  ordina- 
ry increase  for  classes  newly  formed,  will  require  a  prob- 
able expenditure  annually,  not  varying  much  from  $250. 
This,  with  the  stock  on  hand,  we  think,  will  be  sufficient. 

THE  SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  advance  of  appropriation  to  $2,500  for  the  support 
of  schools  was  very  gratifying.  It  enabled  us  to  increase 
the  length  of  the  schools  from  32  to  34  and  35  weeks. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  secure  this  permanently  and  even  to 
extend  the  length  of  all  to  36  weeks.  This  puts  the  town 
of  Norton  among  the  towns  in  Bristol  Co.  in  a  rank  of 
liberality  more  satisfactory  to  town-pride  than  heretofore, 
and  more  in  accord  with  the  position  we  ought  to  hold  as 
an  intelligent  people,  wishing  to  secure  to  our  children  the 
best  practicable  advantages  of  education.  In  view  of  the 
extra  burden  of  making  good  the  damages  to  the  highways 
and  bridges  caused  by  the  recent  flood,  we  do  not  ask  for 
an  increase  this  year,  but  we  trust  there  will  be  no  back- 
ward step  and  ask  for  the  same  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  as  last  year,  viz.,  $2,500. 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  of  all  ages  in  all  the  public 
schools  during  the  school  year,  283.  Under  5  yrs.  of  age, 
5.  Over  15  yrs.  of  age,  12.  Between  8  and  14  yrs.  of 
age,  197.  Average  membership  of  all  the  schools,  201.16. 
Average  attendance,  170.86.  The  percentage  of  attend- 
ance based  on  the  average  membership,  84.93.  For  cost, 
both  in  detail  and  aggregate,  we  refer  you  to  the  Financial 
Report. 

For  the  Committee, 

JAS.  P.  LANE,  Supt. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  STATE  LAWS. 

Chapter  47.  Section  1.  Every  person  having  under 
his  control  a  child  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen 
years  shall  annually  cause  such  child  to  attend  for  at  least 
twenty  weeks  some  public  day  school  in  the  city  or  town 
in  which  he  resides,  which  time  shall  be  divided,  so  far  as 
the  arrangement  of  school  terms  will  allow,  into  two  terms 
each  of  ten  consecutive  weeks ;  and  for  every  neglect  of 
such  duty  the  person  offending  shall  forfeit  to  the  use  of 
the  public  schools  of  such  city  or  town  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars. 

[The  remainder  of  this  section  excepts  from  penalty  in 
case  of  a  chi  ld  attending  an  approved  private  or  half-time 
school,  or  who  is  physically  or  mentally  incapacitated.] 

Section  2.  [Defines  a  private  school  that  may  be  ap- 
proved. It  must  offer  equal  advantages  to  the  public 
school.] 

Section  3.  The  truant  officers  and  the  school  commit- 
tees of  the  several  cities  and  towns  shall  vigilantly  inquire 
into  all  cases  of  neglect  of  the  duty  prescribed  in  section 
one,  and  ascertain  the  reasons,,  if  any,  therefor;  and  such 
truant  officers  or  any  of  them  shall,  when  so  directed  by 
the  school  committee,  prosecute  in  the  name  of  the  city  or 
town  any  person  liable  to  the  penalty  provided  for  in  said 
section.    Police,  district  and  municipal  courts,  trial  jus- 
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tices  and  judges  of  the  probate  court  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tion within  their  respective  counties  of  the  offences  de- 
scribed in  section  one. 


It  is  the  policy  of  the  state  to  secure  to  every  child  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education.  If  not  voluntarily  ac- 
cepted, provision  is  made  for  compulsion.  Every  child 
must  be  in  school  for  at  least  20  weeks  of  the  year,  from 
the  time  he  is  eight  until  he  reaches  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  truant  officers  of 
a  town,  acting  under  instructions  from  the  school  commit- 
tee, to  secure  this. 

The  law  further  provides  that  towns  shall  make  all 
needful  provisions  and  arrangements  concerning  habitual 
truants  and  children  between  seven  and  fifteen  years  of  age 
who  have  no  lawful  occupation  or  business  and  are  grow- 
ing up  in  ignorance,  and  provide  suitable  places  for  the 
confinement,  discipline  and  instruction  of  such  children. 
Two  or  more  suitable  persons  must  be  appointed  by  the 
school  committee  as  truant  officers  charged  with  the  duty 
of  enforcing  the  law.  And  the  school  committee  is  re- 
quired to  report  annually  to  the  secretary  of  the  state 
board  of  education  whether  the  town  has  made  the  provis- 
ions required  by  law  relating  to  truants  and  absentees  from 
school. 
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SUPPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOLS, 


No.  1. 

Paid  Grace  L.  Harlow,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

11  weeks,  $110  00 
Hattie  L.  Blandin,        44        Spring  term, 

11  weeks,  66  00 
Arthur  W.  Wood.         "       Fall  term,  11 

weeks,  137  50 

44  44       Winter  term, 

12  weeks,  150  00 
Alfred  Carpenter,  care  of  house,  Spring  term,  2  50 
Wm.  Clapp,               "             Fall  term,  5 

weeks,  1  25 
Fred  Boss,                 4k             Fall  term,  6 

weeks,  1  75 
44                        "             Winter  term,    5  00 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  wood,  3  00 

Alfred  Barker,  wood,  4  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  wood,  sawing  and  packing,  20  00 

44  sawing  and  packing  old  fence,  1  00 
44             pine  wood,  sawing  and  packing,    2  62 

Austin  Messin^er,  wood,  cut  and  housed,  3  00 


$507  62 


58 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


No.  2. 

Paid  Isaac  W.  Wilcox,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

11  weeks,      $93  50 
"                    "       Fall  term,  11 

weeks,  99  00 

Louise  G.  Marshall,      "       Winter  term, 

12  weeks,      108  00 
Thomas  E.  Skinner,  care  of  house,  Spring 

and  Fall  terms,  5  00 


"                   tk          Winter  term,  5  00 

L.  C.  Wetherell,  wood,  sawing  and  housing,  19  60 

6  4           kindlings,  1  00 

Albert  Skinner,  splitting  wood,  70 


$321  80 

No.  3. 


Paid  Lila  P.  McCormick,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

11  weeks,  $88  00 
"                    "        Fall  term,  11 

weeks,  93  50 
Hattie  L.  Blandin,        "        Winter  term, 

12  weeks,  102  00 
George  Jackson,  care  of  house,  Spring  term,  2  50 
Arthur  Hogan,           "           Fall  term,  2  50 

44                 "           Winter  term,  5  00 

J.  M.  McCormick,  wood  and  cutting,  18  50 

C.  H.  Smith,  wood,  3  00 
J.  M.  McCormick,  carting  and  sawing  wood, 

8  cords,  5  50 


$320  50 
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No.  4. 

Paid  Mattie  J.  Crawford,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

12  weeks,    $120  00 


44  44       Fall  term,  11 

weeks,  99  00 
44                    44       Winter  term, 

12  weeks,  108  00 

John  Adair,  care  of  house,  Spring  term,  3  00 

44                 44          Fall  term,  2  50 

"                  44           Winter  term,  5  00 

G.  H.  Arnold,  wood,  sawing  and  housing,  5  19 

"           12  ft.  pine  wood,  3  75 

44           cutting  wood,  50 

28  ft.  hard  wood,  19  50 

"           wood  and  cutting,  2  00 


$368  44 

No.  5. 

Paid  Lucy  J.  Blackman,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

11  weeks,      $88  00 
"  44        Fall  term,  12 

weeks,  102  00 

Winter  term, 

11  weeks,  93  50 
S.  Abbott  Smith,  care  of  fires,  Spring  term,  1  25 
Oren  H.  Goff,  44        Fall  and  Winter 

terms,  6  25 

L.  P.  Smith,  2  cords  wood,  sawed  and  split,    11  00 
1-2  cord  pine  wood,  2  00 


$304  00 
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No.  6. 

Paid  Cora  V.  Chase,  teaching,  Spring  term,  11 

weeks,  $88  00 

Fall    term,  11 

weeks,  88  00 

Winter  term,  12 

weeks,  108  00 

Harry  R.  Leonard,  care  of  house  for  the  year,  9  00 
H.  Gr.  Danforth,  wood,  cutting  and  housing.     20  00 

$313  00 

No.  7. 

Paid  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

11  weeks,      $77  00 
"                    « '       Fall  term,  11 

weeks,  82  50 

"  "        Winter  term, 

12  weeks,  90  00 
Oliver  E.  White,  care  of  house,  6  00 
F.  D.  Hunt,  1  cord  hard  wood,  cut  and  housed,  5  25 

"        1-2  cord  pine  wood,  1  75 

$262  50 

No.  8. 

Paid  Louise  G.  Marshall,  teaching,  Spring  term, 

12  weeks,      $96  00 
"  "       Fall  term,  11 

weeks.  88  00 

Susie  G.  Cook,  "       Winter  term, 

12  weeks,       96  00 
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Mary  Leonard,  care  of  house,  Spring  and 

Fall  terms,  6  00 

Channing  Brettun,         44         Winter  term,  4.00 

Silas  W.  Lincoln,  3  cords  hard  wood,  12  00 

"            2  cords  pine  wood,  5  00 

44            sawing  and  housing,  2  50 


$309  50 

Total,  $2,717  36 


REPAIRS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
No.  1. 

Paid  Moses  Lincoln,  boards,  $3  60 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  labor,  2  30 
P.  J.  Hinchey,  labor,  2  25 
T.  B.  Wetherell,  labor,  8  25 

repairs  on  pump,  1  50 

pump  and  setting,  7  72 

Austin  Messinger,  new  fence,  53  05 

labor,  1  69 

E.  L.  Briggs,  repairing  stove  pipe,  50 

F.  R.  Washburn,  paint  and  hardware,  8  70 
J.  O.  Messinger,  labor,  2  81 


$92  37 

No.  2. 

Paid  L.  C.  Wetherell,  knobs,  springs,  etc.,  $2  50 

Carpenter  &  Co.,  lumber,  2  60 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  interior,  37  33 


$42  43 
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No.  3. 

Paid  C.  H.  Smith,  $1  00 

No.  4. 

Paid  John  Harvey,  labor  on  out  houses,  $24  79 

labor  on  fence,  4  00 
G.  H.  Arnold,  stock  and  paint  for  book  case,    6  00 

slats,  2  50 

boards  for  book  case,  4  69 

whitewashing,  5  50 

cleaning  house,  3  00 

repairing  stove v  2  50 


$52  98 


No.  5. 

Paid  T.  C.  Carver,  clothes  hooks,  etc.,  $  50 

E.  G.  Miller,  labor,  2  50 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  house,  19  85 


$22  85 


No.  6. 

Paid  H.  G.  Danforth,  repairs  on  sink  and  2  lights 

of  glass,  $100 

No.  7. 

Paid  L.  C.  Wetherell,  pump  and  setting,  $7  50 

No.  8. 


Paid  Silas  W.  Lincoln,  pump  and  setting, 


$6  65 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


63 


T.  B.  Wetherell,  366  ft.  plank  for  steps,  7  32 

labor,  7  40 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  house,  27  44 

$48  81 

Total,  $268  94 


SUPPLIES. 

Under  the  free  supply  law  of  1884,  including  also 
furnishings  by  local  committees. 

1.  Supplies  Bought. 
By  the  Superintendent. 

F.  M.  Ambrose,  agency  J.  B.  Lippincott  Co. 

6  First  Readers  @  .17        $1  02 

18  Fourth  Readers  .50         9  00 

15  Fifth  Readers  .75        11  25 


E.  C.  MeClintock,  agency  Cowperthwait  &  Co. 

27  Primary  Geographies          @  .40  $10  80 

39  Com.  Sch       "                      .90  35  10 

10  Physical        "                     1.13  1130 

18  Child's  Histories                     .30  5  40 
259  B.  S.  writing  books  @  1.00  per  doz.     21  59 

92  B.  S.  prim.  w.  books     .70      "  5  37 


Wm.  Ware  &  Co. 

6  Primary  Arithmetics  @  .17        $1  02 

21  Elem.  "  .30         6  30 


$21  27 


$89  56 
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6  Written  Arithmetics  @  .63       $3  78 

5  Arith.  (w.  ans.)@  .75  $3.75 
10     "  .35  3.50 


$7.25  disct.  1-6  6  05 
19  Scudder's  Histories  (exch.  for  Berard's)  8  44 


Boston  School  kSupply  Co. 

5  Wentworth's  Algebras  @  1.12  $5  60 

6  gross-boxes  school  pens  .50  3  00 
2  lbs.  No.  80  rubber  erasers  1.00  2  00 

1-2  gross  No.  23  rulers  2.75  1  38 
6  doz.  White's  prim,  drawing  @  .84  $5.04 

Disct.  1-10  4  54 

6  doz.  lead  pencils  @  .23  1  38 


$25  59 


$17  90 


J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co. 

8  gross-boxes  chalk  crayons  @  .13       $1  04 
6  4-5  reams  paper,  assorted,  five  kinds,        6  10 

  $7  14 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Our 

500  bead  counters  @  .20       $1  00 

100  exercise  books      @  .42  per  doz.         3  50 
100  spelling  ex.  books     .15      "  125 
4  reams  "C"  exercise  paper  @  .40         1  60 
4     M     "F"  «  .65         2  60 

1  gross  lead  pencils,  No.  717,  2  25 

1    w  m  "    800,  1  35 

1    "  m  "    800,  1  25 

1-2  4'  w    447,  @  2.75     1  38 

4  bxs.  German  slate  penc.  @  .03  per  doz,  1  00 

5  boxes  object  forms  @  1.88  1-4  941 
3     44     cubic  blocks  .45  1  35 

24  gross-boxes  chalk  crayons  @  .13         3  12 

  $31  06 
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A.  C.  Stockin,  agency  Harper  &  Bros. 

35  New  Eng.  Grammars  .42  $14  70 

Ginn  &  Co. 

2  Wentworth's  Algebras  (tea.  ed.)  @  1.46  $2  92 
1  Eng.  Grammar  (teacher's  ed.)  60 


Knight,  Adams  &  Co. 

25  exercise  books  @  .50  per  doz.  $1  04 
60  spelling  ex.  books       .40      kt  2  00 


$3  52 


$3  04 


H.  A.  Dickerman. 

36  spelling  ex.  books  @  .40  per  doz.  $1  20 

H.  Hume,  agency  Ivison,  Blakeman,  Taylor  &  Co. 
2  doz.  White's  prim,  drawing  @  .84  $1.68 
2  Industrial  drawing,  No.  8,      .15  .30 

1  "  "         «    9,  .18 

2  keys  .10  .20 


$2.36  dis.  1-6  $1  95 
C.  H.  Whiting,  agency  Potter,  Ainsworth  &  Co. 

12  doz.  Bartholomew's  prim,  drawing  @  .40  $4  80 
Thompson,  Brown  &  Co. 

1  B.  K.  (s.  e.)  and  1  set  blanks  @  .50  $1  00 
3     "         "     blanks  .50      1  50 

8     "     (d.  e.)  .70      5  60 

14     4 '         "     blanks  .70      9  80 

6     »     (s.  e.)     ««       .50  $3.00  dis.  1-8  2  63 

  $20  53 

Leach,  She  well  <&  Sanborn. 

1  Brand's  Physiology,  $  50 

4  "        (a)  .50  $2.00 

8      "     Health  Prim.    .30  2.40 


$4.40  dis.  1-6  3  67 

 $4  17 
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Jas,  P.  Lane. 


o7  slates 

(a)  .06 

$3  42 

2  1-2  doz.  penholders 

.06 

15 

42  doz.  pens 

.U4r 

1  DO 

6  3-4  doz.  slate  pencils 

.03 

20 

3  doz.  rubber  erasers 

.10 

■30 

3  packs  blotters 

.04 

12 

1  set  sliced  animals, 

35 

4  blackboard  erasers 

.10 

40 

1  pointer, 

15 

Incidentals. 


Lane  Brothers,  printing  labels,  etc.,  $2  30 

Davis  Gregory,  agent,  expressage,  5  65 


$7  95 


Total  by  Supt.,  $261  15 
By  Local  Committees. 

D.  K.  Carpenter,  dipper  for  No.  1,  $  15 
L.  C.  Wetherell,  pail,  2  brooms  and  ther- 
mometer for  No.  2,  1  03 
J.  M.  McCormick,  2  brooms  for  No.  3,  70 

G.  Hi  Arnold,  crayons,  ink,  pail,  dipper, 

and  broom  for  No.  4,  1  23 

T.  C.  Carver,  ink  for  No.  5,  1  00 

H.  G.  Danforth,  pail  for  No.  6,  35 
S.  W.  Lincoln,  broom  for  No.  8,  33 

 $4  79 


Total, 


$265  94 
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2.  Supplies  Furnished. 

Text  books,  in  good  condition  for  use,  no  longer  needed 
in  any  school,  were  returned  and  as  needed  supplied  to 
other  schools.  These  are  designated  by  a  *.,  and  as 
their  cost  was  given  on  first  supplying  it  is  not  repeated 
here.  The  cost  is  only  given  of  new  supplies  from  the 
stock  purchased  this  year. 


No.  1. 


3  First  Readers  (a 

)  .17 

$  51 

8  Fourth  Readers 

.50 

4  00 

8  Primary  Geographies 

.40 

3  20 

9  Com.  Sch.  Geographies, 

.90 

8  10 

12  Child's  Histories 

.30 

3  60 

10  Primary  Arithmetics,  7  * 

.17 

.  51 

12  Elementary  Arithmetics, 

.30 

3  60 

1  Written  Arithmetic, 

63 

13  Grammars  (1  Elem.  Gram.*) 

.42 

5  46 

1  Teacher's  Grammar, 

60 

3  Algebras 

1.12 

3  36 

1  Teacher's  Algebra, 

1  46 

1  Health  Primer, 

25 

Writing,  exercise,  spelling  exercise 

and 

drawing  books, 

5  39 

Slates,  pencils,  rubber  erasers  and 

bead 

counters, 

2  47 

Crayons,  pens,  ink,  and  paper  assorted 

kinds, 

1  98 

Dipper, 

15 

$45  27 
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Returned,  4  Spellers,  3  Second  Readers,  4  Third  Read- 
ers, 4  Fifth  Readers,  3  Sixth  Readers,  5  Elem.  Grammars, 
10  Prim.  Arithmetics,  2  Child's  Histories,  6  Berard's  His- 
tories, 3  Algebras,  1  T.  Algebra,  4  Natural  Philosophies. 

No.  2. 

4  Third  Readers,*  1  Fourth  Reader,  $  50 

1  Fifth  Reader,  75 
13  Primary  Geographies  @  .40       5  20 

8  Com.  Sch.  Geographies  .90  7  20 
7  Elem.  Arithmetics  .30  2  10 
7  Written  Arithmetics,  1  *              .63       3  78 

9  Scudder's  Histories  (exch.),  6  33 

1  Book  Keeping  (d.  e.)  and  blanks  @. 70     1  40 

2  Health  Primers  .25  50 
4  Spellers,*.  6  Elem.  Grammars.* 

Writing,  exercise,  spelling  exercise  and 

drawing  books,  6  17 

Slates,  pencils,  rubber  erasers  and  penholders,  1  44 
Crayons,  pens,  ink  and  paper,  assorted  kinds,  1  48 

1  box  object  forms,  1  88 

2  doz.  rulers  @  .23  per  doz.  46 
Pail,  2  brooms,  and  thermometer,  1  03 

  $40  22 


Returned,  1  Speller,  2  First  Readers,  7  Second  Read- 
ers, 4  Fifth  Readers,  1  Primary  Arithmetic,  4  Berard's 
Histories. 

No.  3. 

4  First  Readers,  1  *  @  .17      $  51 

3  Second  Readers,*  2  Third  Readers.* 

2  Fourth  Readers,  1  *  50 
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7  .tilth  Readers 

{Wj  .75 

k  at; 

5  25 

1  Primary  Geography, 

A  A 

4U 

2  Coin.  Sch.  Geographies 

(\  A 

1    C>  A 

3  Written  Arithmetics 

.63 

l  89 

9  Child's  Histories,  3  * 

.30 

OA 

7  Scudder's  Histories  (exch.), 

Z  11 

1  Grammar, 

4z 

1  Teacher's  Grammar,*  3  Spellers.* 

1  Health  Primer, 

Writing,  exercise,  spelling  exercise,  and 

drawing  books, 

2  66 

Slates,  pencils  and  penholders, 

1  70 

Crayons,  pens,  ink  and  paper,  assorted, 

1  39 

1  set  cubic  blocks, 

45 

2  brooms 

(a),  .35 

70 

  $21  83 

Returned,  2  Spellers,  4  Third  Readers,  8  Fourth  Read- 
ers, 1  Elem.  Grammar,  1  Arithmetic,  2  Book  Keeping 
(d.  e.). 

No.  4. 

2  First  Readers,*  2  Second  Readers,*  1  Fourth  Reader.* 


3  Fifth  Readers,  1  *                     @  .75  $1  50 

1  Com.  Sch.  Geography.  90 

3  Brand's  Physiologies  @  .50  disc.  1-6  1  25 
7  Scudder's  Histories  (exch.  and  sold). 
Writing,  exercise,  spelling  exercise  books 

and  blotters,  3  96 

Slates,  pencils,  and  set  of  sliced  animals,  1  03 

Crayons,  pens,  ink  and  paper,  assorted,  1  35 

1  box  object  forms,  1  88 

25  rulers  (a)  .23  per  doz.  48 


70 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Crayons  and  ink,  .40,  pail  and  dipper, 

.50,  broom,  .33,  I  23 

 $13  5* 

Returned,  9  First  Readers,  7  Second  Readers,  6  Third 
Readers,  2  Sixth  Readers,  2  Book  Keeping  (s.  e.),  1 
Written  Arithmetic,  3  Child's  Histories,  9  Spellers. 

No.  5. 


1  Second  Reader,*  2  Third  Readers. 

* 

11  Fourth  Readers,  7  *  @ 

.50 

$2  00 

1  Primary  Geography 

40 

6  Com.  Sch.  Geographies 

.90 

5  40 

3  Primary  Arithmetics 

.17 

51 

5  Elem. 

.30 

1  50 

5  Grammars 

.42 

2  10 

2  Algebras,*  1  T.  Algebra.* 

1  Physiology, 

50 

1  Book  Keeping  (s.  e.), 

50 

3     «         44       (d.  e.) 

.70 

2  10 

3     44         44         1  44  blanks 

.70 

2  10 

Writing  and  spelling  exercise  books, 

3  91 

Slates,  pencils  and  blackboard  erasers 

1  75 

Crayons,  pens,  and  paper,  assorted, 

2  24 

Ink, 

1  00 

  $26  01 

Returned,  3  Book  Keeping  (s.  e.)  and  1  set  blanks,  and 
1  Book  Keeping  (d.  e.)  and  blanks. 

No.  6. 

1  First  Reader,*  5  Third  Readers.* 
1  Fourth  Reader, 

9  Fifth  Readers,     *  @  .75 

3  Sixth  Readers.* 


$  50 
2  25 
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1  Primary  Geography,  40 
7  Com.  Sch.  Geographies  @  .90  6  30 
9  Physical  "  1.13  10  17 
5  Prim.  Arith.,*  2  Elem.  Arith.         .30  60 

2  Algebras  @  1.12,  1  Tea.  Algeb.  1.46  3  70 
4  B.K.(s.e.)*  2B.K.  (s.  e.)  blanks  .50  100 
4  "  (d.  e.)  .70  2  80 
4  »  "  blanks  .70  2  80 
Histories  (exch.  and  sold),  1  Health  Primer,  25 
7  Grammars  @  .42  2  94 
Writing,  exercise  and  spelling  exercise  books,  2  56 
Slates,  pencils,  rubber  erasers  and  blotters,  1  22 
Crayons,  pens,  ink,  paper,  assorted  kinds, 

and  pointer,  2  73 

1  box  object  forms,  1  88 

1  set  cubic  blocks,  45 

1  pail,  35 

  $42  90 

Returned,  5  Second  Readers,  10  Fourth  Readers,  1 
Prim.  Geography,  4  Book  Keeping  (s.  e.),  7  Berard's 
Histories. 

No.  7. 

2  Prim.  Geographies  @  .40  $  80 
1  Book  Keeping  (s.e.)  and  blanks  .50  1  00 
1  Health  Primer,  25 
Writing,  exercise,  spelling  exercise  and 

drawing  books,  4  77 

Crayons,  pens,  pencils,  ink,  paper  and 

rubber  erasers,  92 

  $7  74 


Returned,  3  Third  Readers,  2  Prim.  Arithmetics. 
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No.  8. 

5  First  Read.,*  5  FonrthRead.,  2  *  @.50  $1  50 
2  Fifth  Readers,  1  *  .75  75 

1  Prim.  Geography,*  1  Coro.Sch.  Geography,  90 

2  Histories  (exch.),  1  Elem.  Arithmetic,  30 
2  Elem.  Grammars,*  1  Written  Arithmetic,  63 
Writing  and  Spelling  exercise  books,  1  64 
Slates,  pens,  pencils,  and  exercise  paper,  1  03 
1  box  of  object  forms,  1  88 
1  set  cubic  blocks,  45 
1  broom,  33 


$9  41 


Total,      .  $206  96 

Other  supplies  bought  remain  on  hand  for  future  use 
in  the  schools. 

For  the  Committee, 

JAS.  P.  LANE,  Supt. 
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BRISTOL,  ss. 

To  Wm.  A.  Lane,  or  either  of  the  Constables  of  the 
Town  of  Norton,  Greeting  : 


In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters 
of  the  town  of  Norton,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall,  in  said 
Norton,  on  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  April,  1886,  at  ten 
o'clock  a.  m.,  then  and  there  to  act  upon  the  following 
articles,  to  wit : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  3.  To  vote  "Yes"  or  "No"  by  separate  ballots 
upon  the  question  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year  ?" 

Art.  4.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 
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Art.  5.  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  poor 
and  incidental  expenses. 

Art.  6.    To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Art.  7.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  school 
houses. 

Art.  8.  To  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  school 
supplies. 

Art.  9.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  10.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  give 
for  work  on  roads  and  bridges  rendered  necessary  by  the 
late  freshet. 

Art.  11  To  raise  money  for  expenditures  on  roads 
and  bridges  rendered  necessary  by  the  recent  freshet. 

Art.  12.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  presented  by  the  selectmen. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  select- 
men to  hire  a  physician  by  the  year  to  attend  the  sick 
poor. 

Art.  15.  To  see  in  what  manner  the  town  will  expend 
their  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  hire  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes  of  the  current  year,  and  to  issue 
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notes  of  the  town  therefor  and  to  make  payable  from  said 
taxes  the  debts  incurred  under  authority  of  this  vote. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  a  committee 
to  settle  with  the  selectmen  and  treasurer. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  Howard  Street 
as  Laid  out  by  the  selectmen,  agreeably  to  petition. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  require  their  school 
committee  to  appoint  a  superintendent,  who  under  the  di- 
rection and  control  of  said  committee  shall  have  the  care 
and  supervision  of  the  public  schools,  as  provided  for  in 
Gen.  Statutes,  Chap.  44,  Sec.  43. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  reduce  the 
number  of  its  school  committee. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  change  the  date  of  its 
annual  meeting. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  for 
memorial  day  services. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  select- 
men to  collect  by  law  the  delinquent  tax  of  Delia  Wood, 
if  the  same  is  legally  collectable. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  select- 
men to  construct  a  necessary  out  house  for  the  town  hall, 
and  appropriate  money  therefor. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  of  the  body  of  this  warrant  a  t  each  of  the 
public  meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least  be- 
fore the  time  of  holding  said  meeting.    Hereof  fail  not, 
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and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twentieth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-six. 


WM.  I).  WITHERELL, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 
WM.  E.  PAYSON, 

Selectmen  of  Norton  . 


) 


-OF  THE- 


Selectmen,  Overseer?  of  tire  Poor, 


ASSESSORS,  TREASURER, 


School  Committee, 


-AND- 


COMMITTEE  TO  SETTLE  WITH  THE  SELECTMEN 
AND  TREASURER 


-OF  THE- 


TOWN    OF  NORTON, 


-FOR  THE- 


Printeb  by  £ane  Brothers,  Horton,  ZHass. 


TOW  OFFICERS. 


TOWN  CLERK  AND  TREASURER. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD. 

SELECTMEN,  ASSESSORS,  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOH. 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER,  GEO.  R.  PERRY,  WILLIAM  A.  LANE. 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 

J.  S.  WOOD. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

JAMES  P.  LANE,  E.  LYMAN  BRIGGS,  L.  C.  WETHERELL, 
ALBERT  A.  WOODWARD,  C.  C.  VALENTINE,  T.  C.  CAR- 
VER, H.  G.  DANFORTH,  GEO.  E.  MAKEPEACE,  SILAS 
W.  LINCOLN. 

CONS  TAB  SES. 

ROBERT  HALL,  E.  R.  SHORT,  WILLIAM  BRETTUN,  GEO. 
H.  LEONARD. 


HIGHWA  Y  SURVEYORS. 

ALFRED  BARKER,  CHAS.  D.  LANE,  GEO.  F.  WOODWARD, 
WM.  A.  LANE,  J.  S.  WOOD,  E.  C.  WHITE,  FRANK  D. 
HUNT,  E.  R.  LINCOLN. 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  by  order  of  the  School  Committee  for  the 

support  of  schools,  $2,736  38 

(See  Report  of  School  Committee.) 


REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  by  order  of  the  School  Committee  for  the 

repairs  of  school  houses,  $91  65 

(See  Report  of  School  Committee.) 


SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  by  order  of  the  School  Committee  for 

school  supplies,  $219  XX 

(See  Report  of  School  Committee.) 
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HIGHWAYS  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  FLOOD. 


District  No.  1. 


Paid  William  Gale, 

$11  28 

N.  E.  Freeman, 

6  15 

Lewis  B.  Dean, 

2  48 

Joseph  Fitzgerald, 

4  50 

F  A  ClaDD 

9  45 

L.  B.  Willis, 

3  oo 

ijreo.  Jti.  ±aioot, 

1   7  *\ 
1   i  D 

R.  P.  Hodges, 

3  80 

Alfred  Barker, 

27  01 

J.  S.  Wood, 

2  00 

Wm.  Capen, 

78 

Wm.  E.  Pay  son, 

1  20 

Eben  B.  Willis, 

3  21 

/ 

y 

$76  61 

District  No.  2. 

Paid  Caleb  S.  Witherell, 

$10  62 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

55  28 

Albert  Skinner, 

16  60 

M.  Waterman, 

13  65 

Wm.  H.  Codding, 

30  08 

Geo.  B.  Shaw, 

9  90 

James  E.  Cole, 

13  50 

B.  Crossman, 

7  50 

Isaac  F.  Braman, 

5  00 
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Paid  Wm.  H.  Alden, 
Win.  E.  Godding, 
8.  A.  Witherell, 
Allen  8.  Blanding, 
John  Harvey, 
O.  H.  Lane', 
B.  E.  Lincoln, 
James  McCabe, 
Walter  Harvey, 
H.  Harvey, 
Geo.  Richmond, 
Irving  8haw, 
Moses  Gorman, 
E.  L.  Wetherell, 
Charles  Keen, 
L.  0.  Wetherell, 
G.  W.  Codding, 
P.  Pike, 
G.  L.  Green, 
Wm.  Fales, 
R.  Waterman, 
Wm.  Witherell /Jr., 
Noyes  &  Son, 
A.  H.  Sweet, 


District  No.  3 


Paid  Noyes  &  Son, 


James  Galligan 


$1  95 
2  70 
8  00 

1  20 

2  45 

3  35 
13  65 

6  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 

1  20 
25  15 

2  95 
2  18 

1  80 

2  75 
5  85 

81 
1  40 
1  3  00 


$262  52 


$4  19 

5  85 
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Geo.  H.  Ames, 

$1  05 

F.  H.  Arnold, 

2  00 

Russell  Eddy, 

2  00 

Charles  H.  Smith, 

84  12 

C.  R.  Aldrich, 

1  88 

Lewis  L.  Austin, 

7  37 

Geo.  W.  Austin, 

1  38 

William  Cotter, 

15  20 

Joseph  Brady, 

15  45 

Lewis  H.  Willis, 

9  63 

Josiah  Woodward, 

29  54 

Josiah  E.  Woodward, 

13  58 

F.  C.  Woodward, 

11  25 

James  McCabe, 

6  60 

James  H.  Smith, 

6  60 

Geo.  Hogan, 

8  10 

Patrick  Smith, 

5  50 

Henry  Smith, 

3  00 

Albert  H.  Eddy, 

7  35 

A.  A.  Woodward, 

14  97 

Geo.  F.  Woodward, 

9  47 

E.  A.  Lincoln,  * 

8  10 

Adam  Jackson, 

58  98 

John  Jackson, 

2  70 

Richard  Marley, 

11  40 

John  J.  Galligan, 

9  12 

Thomas  F.  Brady, 

24  75 

Chas.  Brady, 

5  25 

Kate  Brady, 

6  25 

John  Cdyle, 

5  63 

Terry  Smith, 

75 
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Paid  Richard  Marley,  $0  75 

James  McHolland,  75 

William  A.  Lane,  5  25 

John  H.  Arnold,  5  25 

Carlton  Woodward,  7  50 

F.  D.  Hunt,  12  00 

William  Brettun,  2  62 

H.  B.  Crane,  6  00 

Albert  Crane,  1  50 

E.  H.  Eddy,  .  6  00 
W.  D.  Witherell,  26  10 
Elizabeth  B.  Lincoln,  24  34 
James  F.  Gaffney,  1  50 

F.  A.  Clapp,  2  45 
E.  R.  Aldrich  and  James  McHolland,  1  50 
C.  Percy  Sprague,  1  00 
Mrs.  L.  Eddy,  1  04 


$504  56 

District  No.  4. 

Paid  John  H.  Arnold,  $20  00 

Cyril  S.  Sweet,  16  50 

C.  Frank  Sweet,  9  00 

A.  L.  Hamilton,  1  50 

James  Foster,  16  50 

A.  W.  Tucker,  6  00 

Richard  Marley,  11  00 
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Herbert  Wilbur, 

d>n  a  a 

$y  oo 

vv  in.  \j  jorien, 

y  uu 

L/.  K.  Aldricn, 

o.  a  a 

y  oo 

James  McCabe, 

0  O  i 

dames  ivicxioiiaiiu, 

ft  7^ 

Geo.  H.  Richmond, 

1  KA 
1  00 

Andrew  O'Brien, 

W .  Li.  v^iosby, 

lb  00 

P     P    Vq  Ion-fin o 

v^.  vaientme, 

o  uu 

Patrick  Morrisy, 

bio 

Peter  Leddy, 

O  A^ 

y  0o 

W  m.  hotter, 

U  AA 

o  00 

Joseph  Coyle, 

p  At; 

o  0o 

Charles  A.  Freeman, 

H    K  A 

7  00 

Joseph  Dion, 

K  AA 

0  00 

John  Cornell, 

O  OA 

o  oO 

Patrick  Plunket, 

o  oo 

John  Harvey, 

Q  OX. 

o  bo 

J.  K.  rJowlm, 

O  AA 

o  00 

Wm.  A.  Lane, 

o4  o7 

James  S.  Card, 

50 

Nelson  Bassett, 

1  75 

A.  1.  Pierce  &  Co., 

53 

Geo.  H.  Arnold, 

22  12 

H.  Lane, 

3  81 

E.  K.  Arnold, 

2  31 

Geo.  A.  Lane, 

30 

$281  37 
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District  No.  5. 

Paid  Otis  J.  Sweet, 
J.  S.  Wood, 
W.  W.  Smith, 
John  D.  Harding, 
Mike  Marley, 
Geo.  -H.  Talbot, 
T.  C.  Carver, 
N.  H.  Wood, 
H.  Lane, 


District  No.  6. 

Paid  Earl  C.  White, 
H.  G.  Danforth, 
H.  A.  Newcomb, 
Moses  Lincoln, 
Oren  Wilbur, 

E.  H.  Eddy, 

F.  D.  Hunt, 
Geo.  White,  2d, 
W.  H.  Titus, 
Geo.  Titus, 

J.  S.  Wood, 
Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 
W.  D.  Witherell, 
Timothy  Lincoln, 
J.  S.  Macomber,  Jr., 


$6  63 
17  75 
5  36 
7  40 

1  25 
16  40 

2  97 

1  80 

2  40 


$61  96 


$126  85 
10  50 

3  72 

4  08 
9  00 
2  70 
7  14 

10  00 

5  40 
2  70 
1  00 

46  23 
115  81 
92  06 
7  30 


$444  49 
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District  No.  7. 


F  D  Hunt 

$35  90 

21  40 

Geo.  H.  Leonard, 

5  76 

ft   Lp.wis  Lponard 

5  76 

S    A  Dra/npr 

•     ill     -l—'  1.      ts  V,'  _L  ^ 

'  8  66 

J  M  Holmes 

7  50 

E.  C.  White, 

39  24 

VJ  \DKJ  •     V/»     v^l  til  } 

6  15 

D.  Oscar  Smith, 

6  15 

D  E  Crane 

14  15 

10  97 

3  15 

9  65 

H.  B.  Crane, 

8  25 

O  A  White 

2  70 

E  H  Eddv 

9  45 

E  D  Keith 

16  00 

(tpo  Kpith 

6  20 

VV  111.  XJlt3LLiU.il, 

17  50 

H.  G.  Danforth, 

13  12 

Ella  Woodward, 

2  50 

W.  T.  Coonts, 

1  50 

Geo.  Campbell, 

1  50 

H.  W.  Smith, 

1  50 

J.  C.  Babber, 

1  50 

Geo.  T.  Crane, 

4  28 

W.  D.  Witherell, 

33  38 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

66  19 
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Paid  Edwin  R.  Lincoln, 
Moses  O.  Lincoln, 
Emery  C.  Lincoln, 
Jesse  D.  Lincoln, 
John  H.  White, 
A.  W.  Bolton, 
Clifton  Leonard, 


District  No.  8. 

Paid  Benjamin  E.  Lincoln, 
Channing  Brettun, 
Edwin  R.  Lincoln, 
Emery  C.  Lincoln, 
Moses  O.  Lincoln, 
Silas  W.  Lincoln, 
John  H.  Lincoln, 
Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 
H.  T.  Lincoln, 
Jesse  D.  Lincoln, 

F.  O.  Lincoln, 
W.  F.  Lincoin, 
A.  H.  Leonard, 

J.  Henry  Leonard, 
Geo.  H.  Leonard, 
Alfred  F.  Dawley, 
J.  H.  Washburn, 

G.  E,  Washburn, 
W.  D.  Washburn, 


$2  88 
2  88 
2  88 
1  35 
1  35 
1  35 
1  35 


$374  05 


$7  '76 
5  40 
32  45 
32  45 
30  08 
23  85 
15  69 
26  36 
5  55 
60 
5  55 
1  35 
35  43 
1  35 

4  76 
9  45 

5  00 
90 

4  20 
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Paid  A.  D.  Washburn,  $2  85 

Clifton  Leonard,  10  95 

A.  W.  Dean,  1  35 

Daniel  Washburn,  1  57 

A.  W.  Bolton,  18  35 

John  H.  Wnite,  6  75 

D.  B.  Field,  10  20 

Forest  White,  1  35 

W.  D.  Witherell,     .  35  25 

A.  J.  Lothrop,  1  35 


$338  15 


HIGHWAYS. 


District  No.  1.    Alfred  Barker,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $317  64 

Paid  J.  S.  Wood,  $45  20 

Joseph  S.  Adams,  8  25 

William  Gale,  48  17 

N.  E.  Freeman,  25  54 

William  W.  Reed,  5  25 

Geo.  Campbell  &  Co.  18  38 

Loren  B.  Willis,  6  60 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


13 


Paid  Moses  Lincoln,  $14  91 

R.  P.  Hodges,  3  00 

E.  L.  Briggs,  '  60 

F.  A.  Clapp,  10  50 
Michael  O'Brien,  3  68 
Wm.  E.  Payson,  23  30 
A.  Barker,  84  67 
Geo.  H.  Talbot,  19  59 


$317  64 


District  No.  2.    Chas.  D.  Lane,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $396  34 


Peter  Bully, 

$26  18 

B.  B.  Crossman, 

4  50 

M.  Waterman, 

16  45 

R.  Waterman, 

26  77 

Willard  Waterman, 

13  50 

A.  Fisk, 

21  75 

C.  D.  Lane, 

84  15 

Irwin  E.  Shaw, 

27  17 

Henry  Gibbs, 

15  75 

W.  H.  Codding, 

39  72 

W.  E.  Codding,  . 

3  36 

James  Cole, 

4  05 

James  McCabe, 

11  25 

Patrick  Lynch, 

26  92 

Patrick  Griffen, 

12  83 

Nathan  Langill, 

8  62 

William  Dunn, 

6  15 

Patrick  Stedman, 

4  50 

14 
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Paid  Richard  Stedman,  $3  00 

A.  Skinner,  6  00 

J.  Roberts,  9  30 

J.  H.  Foster,  10  58 

H.  S.  Freeman,  11  52 

Thomas  Brady,  2  32 

 $396  34 


District  No.  3.    Geo.  F.  Woodward,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation, 

< 

Paid  Josiah  Woodward, 

499  33 

Geo.  E.  Hall, 

O  AA 

9  00 

Owen  Gaffney, 

4  86 

Patick  McCabe, 

21  45 

Lewis  H.  Willis, 

28  89 

Albert  H.  Eddy, 

27  90 

Geo.  F.  Woodward, 

75  50 

Patrick  Smith, 

.  20  25 

Patrick  Cosgrove, 

7  34 

Mrs.  L.  Eddy, 

1  84 

Mrs.  A.  Woodward, 

5  72 

Herbert  Woodward, 

1  72 

Philander  Smith, 

5  52 

Estate  of  John  McCormick, 

2  48 

Mrs.  Ann  M.  Woodward, 

2  25 

James  McCabe, 

4  65 

Josiah  E.  Woonward, 

1  50 

Henry  Smith, 

3  15 

Fred  C.  Woodward, 

7  50 
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Paid  Edwin  A.  Lincoln,  $7  65 

Michael  Smith,  3  60 

Carlton  Woodward,  1  50 

John  Jackson,  6  85 


District  No.  4.    Wm.  A.  Lane,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $350  42 


Paid  John  H.  Arnold, 

$51  55 

Charles  A.  Lane, 

50  05 

Wm.  A.  Lane, 

68  94 

C.  Frank  Sweet, 

8  82 

Herbert  Wilbur, 

14  70 

Patrick  Day, 

26  32 

Peter  Leddy,  Jr., 

4  50 

Peter  Lcddy, 

2  25 

Charles  I.  Grossman, 

3  75 

Richard  Marley, 

4  50 

E.  K.  Arnold, 

2  85 

Geo.  H.  Arnold, 

23  99 

Harrison  T.  Lane, 

6  00 

W.  L.  Crosby, 

33  15 

James  Foster, 

3  00 

J.  Dion, 

1  20 

John  May, 

4  05 

C.  S.  Sweet, 

8  90 

Patrick  Plunket, 

3  00 

Alvin  D.  Lee, 

1  50 

16 
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Paid  Augustus  L.  Pratt,  $3  90 

C.  R.  Aldrich,  3  90 

Francis  Gillroy,  3  00 

John  Coyle,  3  30 

James  H.  and  John  H.  Foster,  7  30 

0.  A.  Freeman,  2  40 

A.  W.  Tucker,  1  50 

Allen  D.  Lane,  2  10 


-$350  42 


District  No.  5.  J.  S.  Wood,  Surveyor. 

Proportion  of  appropriation,  $286*34 

Paid  J.  S.  Wood,  $103  38 

J.  D.  Harding,  19  95 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  24  74 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  14  79 

Geo.  H.  Talbot,  4  11 

W.  W.  Smith,  36  40 

Moses  Hunt,  3  00 

W.  R.  Forbes,  3  60 

Walter  E.  Foster,  27  95 

G.  E.  Titus,  6  62 

Philip  Fagan,  6  15 

Henry  Schehr,  7  65 

 $258  34 


Balance  unexpended, 


$28  00 
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District  No.  6.    Earl  C.  White,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $253  82 


H.  G.  Danforth, 

$39  58 

Oren  Wilbur, 

38  07 

M.  E.  Burt, 

4  05 

H.  A.  Newcomb, 

2  60 

Geo.  Smith, 

75 

Charles  Haskell, 

1  50 

Joseph  G.  Newcomb, 

2  50 

Everett  K.  Leonard, 

1  50 

Moses  Lincoln, 

S  65 

J.  S.  Wood, 

5  50 

Ella  W.  Woodward, 

2  50 

J.  M.  Kennedy, 

8  40 

F.  D.  Hunt, 

15  20 

Charles  P.  Leonard, 

12  22 

Philip  Legan, 

1  50 

D.  Oscar  Smith, 

1  50 

A.  J.  Lothrop, 

1  50 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace, 

4  26 

F.  E.  Washburn, 

3  77 

John  M.  Holmes, 

5  23 

Earl  C.  White, 

93  04 

$253  82 


District  No.  7.    Frank  D.  Hunt,  Surveyor. 


Proportion  of  appropriation, 


$309  35 
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Paid  S.  A.  Draper, 
Fred  Draper, 
Joseph  Draper, 
J.  C.  Bibber, 
H.  W.  Smith, 
H.  B.  Crane, 
H.  E.  Eddy, 
G.  E.  Keith, 
C.  T.  Willis, 
Geo.  Campbell, 
Murphy, 
Murphy, 
Murphy, 
Jerry  O'Brien, 
W.  T.  Coonts, 
F.  D.  Crane, 

E.  D.  Keith, 
J.  C.  Meade, 
Wm.  Brettun, 
A.  C.  Crane, 

F.  D.  Hunt, 
Moses  Lincoln, 
Homer  Blanding, 
A.  D.  Hunt, 

C.  H.  Makepeace, 
Oliver  A.  White, 
Geo.  Davis, 


$13  50 
8  76 

8  25 
7  50 
7  50 
7  50 

25  50 

7  50 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  00 

3  00 

5  40 

4  35 
20  35 

9  25 
13  50 
16  50 
19  50 
31  74 

8  16 

2  22 

6  00 
6  60 

11  92 

3  75 
 $269  24 


Balance  unexpended, 


$40  11 
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District  No.  8.    Edwin  R.  Lincoln,  Surveyor. 
Proportion  of  appropriation,  $312  64 


W.  D.  Witherell, 

$24  01 

Moses  0.  Lincoln, 

17  95 

L.  C  Lincoln, 

21  do 

J.  H.  Lincoln, 

20  20 

Silas  W.  Lincoln, 

13  18 

Sumner  W.  Lincoln, 

20  68 

H.  T.  Lincoln, 

6  33 

L.  S.  Lincoln, 

10  15 

J.  F.  Lincoln, 

4  35 

E.  R.  Lincoln, 

28  96 

John  H.  White, 

5  70 

D.  B.  Field, 

10  95 

Alfred  Dawley, 

2  40 

TT      T     T  J 

H.  J.  Leonard, 

1  35 

A.  L.  Leonard, 

1  65 

C.  W.  Leonard, 

1  35 

G.  H.  Leonard, 

1  71 

L.  S.  Leonard, 

89 

J.  H.  Leonard, 

9  74 

A.  H.  Leonard, 

3  92 

G.  E.  Washburn, 

5  70 

W.  D.  Washburn, 

3  07 

Wr.  E.  Washburn, 

4  15 

J.  W.  Godfrey, 

6  15 

Gilbert  Austin, 

1  42 

William  Lawson, 

5  40 
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G.  L.  Kimball,  1  30 

A.  W.  Bolton,  5  02 

L.  S.  Lincoln  &  Co.,  42  60 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  20  28 

A.  D.  Washburn,  3  37 

Eugene  D.  Leonard,  1  35 

 $312  64 


INVENTORY  REAL  ESTATE,  FARM  BUILDINGS, 
Etc.  (ALMSHOUSE.) 


House,  barns,  outbuildings  and  farm,  $1200 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding,  and  utensils,  300 

4  cows,  160 

1  horse,                                                ■  100 

2  express  wagons,  75 
1  farm  wagon  and  cart,  40 
1  pung  and  grindstone,  12 
1  cultivator  and  3  plows,  10 
4  harnesses,  55 
Wheelbarrow,  3  binding  and  3  draft  chains,  9 
1  hearse,  500 
Sundry  tools,  35 
1  sled,  halter,  1  blanket  and  1  surcingle,  14 
7  M  cedar  shingles,  21 
1  mowing  machine,  25 
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1  churn,  4 
1  pair  balances,  2 

$2,562 


ALMSHOUSE  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

To  real  estate,  buildings,  household  furniture, 
hearse,  utensils  and  farm  implements, 
as  per  last  report,  $2,552  00 

Paid  Rogerson  Bros,  for  furniture,  10  00 

$2,562  00 

Cr. 

By  amount  representing  town  investment,  as 

per  inventory,  $2,562  00 


INVENTORY  ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT, 
FEBRUARY  26,  1887. 


Rye  straw, 
English  hay,  2  tons, 
Hungarian  hay,  1  1-2  tons, 


$4  00 
40  00 
30  00 


Meal  and  shorts,  .  $4  00 

Corn,  9  bushels,  5  50 

Rye,  9  bushels,  7  50 

Beans,  7  bushels,  13  00 

Nails,  2  00 

Pop  corn,  1  00 

15  cords  sawed  and  split  wood,  75  00 
Pork,  2  1-2  barrels,  42  00 
Hams  and  meat,  12  00 
4  pork  barrels,  4  00 
Vinegar  and  barrel,  3  00 
Onions,  1  00 
Potatoes,  20  bushels,  16  00 
Flour,  9  00 
Molasses,  1  25 
Sugar  and  eggs,  21  50 

16  baskets,  4  00 
1  barrel  crackers,  2  25 
Soap,  1  00 
Butter,  38  pounds,  12  25 
Lard,  7  00 
Swine,  15  00 
Ice,  25  00 
52  fowls,  31  50 
Cheese,  4  50 
Tea,  27  pounds,  10  50 
Tobacco,  15  pounds,  6  00 


$410  75 
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ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $401  95 

Paid  Noyes  &  Son,  groceries,  69  92 

Josiah  Woodward,  44  65  19 

C.  B.  Wetherell,    "  135  61 

A.  T.  Pearce,        44  129  90 

Lewis  H.  Go  ward,  meat,  30  07 

Jesse  H.  Blandin,  soap,  12  00 

Jesse  D.  Lincoln,  fish,  15  42 

G.  H.  &  S.  L.  Leonard,  grain,  86  41 

J.  S.  Wood,  grain,  81  60 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  47  74 

Dr.  G.  W.  Wild,  medical  attendance.  9  33 

Bowker  Fertilizer  Co.,  fertilizer,  25  25 

E.  L.  Briggs,  blacksmithing,  1  70 

Geo.  T.  Crane,         44  10  05 

S.  L.  B.  Smith,  ploughing,  4  50 

Win.  A.  Lane,  mowing  machine  knife,  3  00 

Alfred  Barker,  beef,  6  60 

Filling  ice  house,  16  50 

E.  II.  Leonard,  meat,  17  48 

Geo.  H.  Leonard,  bills  as  per  book,  59  70 

Geo.  H.  Leonard,  services  as  supt.,  250  00 


$1,479  92 
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Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  Feb.  26,  1887,  $410  75 

Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account,  234  86 

Board  of  191  tramps,  47  75 

Twenty-two  funerals,  33  00 

Support  of  12  1-2  paupers  for  the  year,  753  56 


$1,479  92 

Expense  per  head  for  each  pauper,  $60,26. 


RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 


Rye, 

$16  00 

Rye  straw, 

19  64 

Fowls, 

17  91 

Veal, 

20  40 

Pigs, 

21  00 

Milk, 

45 

Rags  and  iron, 

75 

Butter, 

63  44 

Horse  keeping, 

.      1  50 

Barrels, 

1  40 

Mowing, 

1  00 

Onions, 

10  80 

Lard, 

1  16 

Eggs, 

33  52 

Potatoes, 

9  89 

Board  of  Peter  Tracy, 

12  00 

$234  86 
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INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE,  FEBRUARY  26,  1887. 


James  Walker,  81  years  of  age. 

Silence  Bates,  70  " 

Lucinda  Smith,  83  " 

Hannah  L.  Smith,  61  u 

Lydia  Shepley,  76  ' ' 

Salmon  S.  Hodges,  77  "  . 

Nancy  Hodges,  61  " 

Merrick  O.  Newcomb,  63  " 

Patrick  O'Brien,  58 

Williams  B.  Wheeler,  82 

Josiah  Harvey  (came  April  30,  1886),  81  m 
David  W.  Waterman  (came  May  17,  1886, 

died  Sept.  5,  1886),  75 
Everett  M.^Lothrop  (came  May  17, 1886)  ,35 

Harriet  Hunt  (came  July  13,  1886),  72 


Whole  number  for  the  year,  14.  Present  number,  13. 
Average  number  for  the  year,  12  1-2. 


POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  for  board  and 

clothing  for  Samuel  E.  Lane,  $196  78 

Melvin  D.  Lothrop,  86  30 

Eliza  H.  Perry,  102  38 

David  W.  Waterman,  4  56 
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Paid  City  of  Fall  River,  aid  to  John  Leedham,  $2  00 
44            44            44     Ellen  Lane  and 

children,      .  130  00 

Earl  C.  White,  aid  to  Perez  Foster,  52  00 

Noyes  &  Son,      "     Ellen  Elliot,  2  45 

4  4        44     Josiah  Harvey,  150 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  44         "         "  09 

O.  H.  Lane,  »  "  44  8  38 
Herbert  Woodward,  house  rent  to  Josiah 

Harvey,  2*00 
Dr.  F.  D.1  Perry,  medical  aid  to  Wal- 

cot  in  1880,  5  00 

C.  B,  Wetherell,  aid  to  Mrs.  B.  Hunt,  6  60 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  44             44  2  00 

Samuel  Hodges,     44              44  7  02 

O.  H.  Lane,          44             44  6  58 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  W.  D.  Washburn*,  7  25 

4  4              4  4           Samuel  Fletcher,  125 

Horace  S.  Keenan,  aid  to  Nellie  L.  Keenan,  28  00 
City  of  New  Bedford,  aid  to  Thomas  J. 

Donahoe  and  family,  89  00 
City  of  Taunton,  aid  to  Wm.  A.  Wood- 
ward and  family,  7  00 
Selectmen,  aid  to  Michael  Bolan,  43  75 
Shepard  Godfrey,  aid  to  Joshua  Lucas,  5  57 
Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  44  6  50 
J.  S.  Wood,  aid  to  44  13  18 
P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin,  etc.,  for 

Joshua  Lucas,  11  50 


$828  64 
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POOR  BELONGING  OUT  OF  TOWN. 

Paid  Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  Lucy  J.  Wash- 
burn, $36  50 

W.  D.  Witherell,  aid  to  Lucy  J.  Washburn,  19  06 

Noyes  &  Son,          "                  "  4  15 

"            "     Henry  A.  White,  5  00 

Dr.  Wild,  medical    "                "  1  25 

"            "        "     O.  Drayton,  1  50 

Noyes  &  Son,  aid  to  Edwin  F.  Thurber,  2  00 

J.S.Wood,      «               «  4  00 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  attendance,  Edward  Tracy,  6  25 

P.  T.  &  H.  S.  Washburn,  coffin,       «  6  00 


$85  71 


PAYMENT  OF  DEBT. 
Paid  borrowed  money  and  interest,  $4,077  24 


STATE  PAUPERS. 

Paid  Robert  Hall,  aid  to  John  Conners,  $30  00 

Dr.  Wild,  medical  aid  to  H.  G.  Leonard,  1  50 

Austin  Messinger,     "             "  2  00 

Noyes  &  Son,           44             "  22  00 


$55  50 
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Paid  expense  of  registry  of  voters,  $5  65 


Paid  for  repairs  of  almshouse,  $14  25 


Paid  state  aid,  $468  00 


TOWN  OFFICERS, 


Paid  J.  P.  Lane,  services  as  school  committee,     $112  50 
"              "         truant  officer,  50 
C.C.Valentine,4'                 "  50 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  treasurer,  100  00 
"              recording   births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  25  20 
J.  S.  Wood,  collector  of  taxes,  49  38 
Austin  Messinger,  selectman,  assessor  and 

overseer  of  the  poor,  125  00 
Geo.  R.  Perry,  selectman,  assessor  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  125  00 
Wm.  A.  Lane,  selectman,  assessor  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  125  00 
Wm.  A.  Lane,  warning  town  meeting,  2  00 
E.  R.  Short,          "              "  and 

expense  on  dogs,  8  00 
E.  R.  Short,  services  as  constable  at  state 

election,  1  50 


$674  58 
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TOWN  HALL  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

Paid  Noyes  &  Son,  chimneys,  pail  and  bolt,  $2  27 

J.  W.  Gifford,  lamps,  6  00 

J.  S.  Wood,  coal,  8  61 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  wood,  6  00 

Austin  Messinger,  key,  25 

Hiram  Smith,  table,  1  00 

"          services  as  janitor,  28  00 


$52  13 

Cr. 

Eeceived  for  use  of  town  hall,  $55  50 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  S.  A.  Williams  &  Co.,  insuring  town  hall,  $120  00 
P.  Hinchey,  varnishing  hearse,  15  00 

L.  N.  Francis,  collecting  L.  E.  Rounds'  tax,  5  00 
Hiram  Smith,  cleaning  weights  and  measures,  1  00 
Wm.  E.  Pay  son,  appropriation  for  Memorial 

day,  25  00 

W.  D.  Witherell,  expense  to  New  Bedford 

and  Fall  River  on  pauper  cases,  2  30 

W.  D.  Witherell,  stationery,  express  and 

postage,  72 
Moses  Hunt,  helping  survey  town  farm,  50 
Lane  Brothers,  printing  reports,  warrants, 

dog  notices,  orders,  postals,  tramp 

cards,  stationery,  etc.,  56  44 
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Paid  Jacob  A.  Leonard,  paying  for  safe  deposit 

vault,  $10  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  express,  postage,  car 

fare,  etc.,  9  45 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  surveying,  1  00 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  transporting  State  aid,  com- 
mission, car  fare,  postage,  etc.,  7  00 

Austin  Messinger,  collector's  book,  webbing 
for  hearse,  car  fare,  stationery,  post- 
age, etc.,  10  75 

$264  16 


I 


CLEARING  ROADS  OF  SNOW,  1886. 


District  No.  1,  Alfred  Barker,  $3  25 

2,  L.  C.  Wetherell,  8  36 

3,  Charles  H.  Smith,  150 

4,  Wm.  A.  Lane,  14  40 
6,  Earl  C.  White,  13  54 


$41  05 


WATER  CLOSET  AT  TOWN  HALL. 


Franklin  Thompkins,  earth  closet  and  freight,  $20  25 
Pierce  &  Carpenter,  lumber,  4  77 
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James  W.  Gilford,  tin  pipe,  $1  75 

A.  H.  Sweet,  lumber,  1  68 

Thomas  B.  Wetherell,  labor,  6  54 

H.  Bullock,  signs,  1  00 


$35  99 


RECAPITULATION. 


Paid  for  highways  on  account  of  the  flood,  $2,343  71 

highways,  2,431  89 

clearing  roads  of  snow,  1886,  41  05 

expense  town  hall,  52  13 

water  closet  at  town  hall,  35  99 

poor  belonging  out  of  town,  85  71 

temporary  loan  and  interest,  4,077  24 

town  officers,  674  58 

state  paupers,  55  50 

support  of  poor  at  almshouse,  1,077  97 

"    out  of  "  828  64 

incidental  expenses,  264  16 

registering  voters,  5  65 

repairs  at  almshouse,  14  25 

support  of  schools,  2,736  38 

school  supplies,  219  88 

repairs  of  school  houses,  91  65 

military  aid,  468  00 


$15,504  38 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


Roads  and  bridges,  $2,500  00 

Poor  and  incidentals,  2,000  00 

Schools,  2,500  00 

Highways  on  account  of  the  flood,  2,300  00 

School  supplies,  250  00 

Memorial  day,  25  00 

State  tax,  675  00 

County  tax,  846  62 

Over  layings,  125  22 


$11,221  84 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 
GEO.  R.  PERRY, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  1st,  1887. 
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MSOKS'  REPORT. 

May  1,  1886. 


Total  valuation  of  real  estate, 

$606,325 

personal  estate, 

158,075 

Total, 

$764,400 

Total  tax  committed  to  collector, 

$11,221  84 

Tax  or  rate  per  $1000, 

13  60 

Number  of  polls, 

413 

Tax  on  each  poll, 

$2  00 

Number  of  horses  taxed, 

281 

cows, 

349 

sheep, 

53 

dwelling  houses, 

372 

acres  of  land, 

16,811 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 
GEO.  R.  PERRY, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 

Assessors  of  Norton. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT, 


Dr. 

Cash  in  Treasury  March  1,  1886,  $483  01 

Keceived  borrowed  money,  4,000  00 

from  City  of  Taunton,  1  50 

Town  of  Rehoboth,  59  71 

Easton,  4  25 

state  treasurer,  for  state  paupers,  30  00 
corporation  tax,  67  99 
nat'l  bank  tax,  848  24 
state  aid,  508  50 

income  of  school 

fund,  219  27 

county  treasurer,  for  dog  fund,  271  84 
Hicks  trust  fund,  120  00 

for  pedler's  license,  12  00 

auctioneer's  license,  2  00 

school  books  sold,  8  19 

old  plank^X  3  00 

grass  sold  around  town  hall,  2  00 

use  of  town  hall,  55  50 

income  of  town  farm,  222  86 

from  J.  S.  Wood,  collector,  1883,  21  60 

1885,  60  26 

1886,  9,957  62 


$16,959  34 


# 


ANNUAL  REPORT.  35 


Cr. 

Paid  to  sundry  persons  by  order  of  selectmen,  $15,504  38 
state  tax,  .  675  00 

abatement  of  taxes,  1885,  5  44 

1886,  68  82 

Cash  in  treasury  March  1,  1887,  705  70 


$16,959  34 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 

Norton,  March  1,  1887. 
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Dr.  TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  to  the 

1886. 

July  1.  Cash  on  hand,  $16  00 

Received  interest  from  trust  fund,  240  00 

Amount  of  trust  fund,  v  4,000  00 

Reserve  fund  Oct.  1,  1886,  301  83 


$4,557  83 
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HICKS  TRUST  AND  RESERVE  FUND.  Cr. 
1886. 

July  i.  Paid  Town  of  Norton,  for  care  of  food,  $120  00 
Deposited  in  Bristol  Co.  Savings  Bank, 

for  reserve  fund,  97  00 

Paid  Cyrus  Hicks,  plants  and  painting,  8  00 

Oct.  22.        Amelia  Lane,  care  of  vases,  10  00 

Henry  Hunt,  care  of  lawn,  4  50 

1887. 

Mch.  1.  Cash  on  hand,  16  50 


invested  in  trust  and  reserve  fund,  $4,301  83 

$4,557  83 

We,  the  committee  chosen  by  the  town,  have  examined 
the  accounts  of  the  Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve  Fund,  and 
find  them  correctly  kept  and  supported  by  proper  vouch- 
ers. 

W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
WM.  E.  PAYSON. 

Norton,  March  1,  1887. 
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TRIPP  LEGACY. 
Dr. 

Aug.  6,  1885.  Received  from  Austin  Messinger, 
executor  estate  of  Nancy  Tripp, 
to  be  expended  on  the  cemetery 
at  Norton  Common,  under  di- 
rection of  the  selectmen,  $362  82 

Cr. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  selectmen, 
Oct.  22,  1886.  To  Austin  Messinger  and  others, 

for  paint  and  painting, 
Oct.  29,  To  William  A.  Lane  and  others, 

for  labor, 

Dec.  11,  Deposited   in   Taunton  Savings 

Bank, 

$362  82 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 

Norton,  March  1,  1887. 

We,  the  committee  chosen  by  the  town,  have  examined 
the  accounts  of  the  above  legacy  and  find  them  correct  and 
supported  by  the  proper  vouchers. 

W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
WM.  E.  PAYSON. 

Norton,  March  1,  1887. 


$19  05 
59  90 
283  87 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  CHOSEN  BY  THE 
TOWN  TO  SETTLE  WITH  THE  SELECTMEN 
AND  TREASURER. 


Dr. 

Amount  due  schools,  $1,170  04 

to  balance  accounts,  539  34 


$1,709  38 

•   * "  ■  ''''>''■  ' 

Cr. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,  $705  70 

Due  from  J.  S.  Wood,  collector  for  1886,  419  60 

state  for  military  aid,  526  33 

state  paupers,  25  50 

town  of  Hinsdale,  24  25 

Easton,  2  00 

Attleboro,  6  00 


$1,709  38 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town  March  1,  1886,   $240  37 

•     March  1,  1887,     539  34 
Increase  in  surplus  since  March  1,  1886,  298  97 

We,  the  committee  chosen  by  the  town,  having  exam- 
ined the  books  of  the  selectmen  and  treasurer,  find  them 
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correctly  kept  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

W.  D.  WITHERELL, 
WM.  E.  PAYSON. 

Norton,  March  1,  1887. 
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BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1886. 

DATE.  NAME.  NAME  OF  PARENTS. 

Jan.    2.  Arthur  Chester  Chace,        Chester  B,.  Sarah  I. 

11.  Mary  Denison  Clapp,  C.  Walter,  Mary  B. 

12.  George  William  Richmond,  George  H.,  Agnes. 
Feb.  15.  William  Wilson  Mclehose,  Thomas,  Maggie. 
Mar.   1.  Nathan  Elmer  Fiske,  Sterry  F.,  Mary  J. 

1.  John  William  Sayers,  John,  Jessie. 

7.  Ruth  Elizabeth  Eddy,  Alonzo  L.,  Frances  A. 
Apr.  17.  Alice  May  Pierse,  Edwin  S.,  Lattie  C. 

28.  Annie  Gertrude  Witherell,  Edward  L., Annie  L. 
May  19.  Clarence  Chester  Smith,  Daniel  B.,  Caroline  B. 
June  20.  Nelson  Plant,  Nelson,  Ellen. 

July    2.  Frank  Plant,  Frank,  Mary. 

20.  Charles  Eugene  Brady,  Thomas,  Elizabeth. 
23.  Frances  Lucille  Hastings,  Thomas  K.,  E.  Dora. 

Aug.  2.  Marcus  Richmond  Lincoln,  G.  Palmer,  Bessie  J. 

5.  Ernest  Albert  Newman,  Frank,  Etta. 

6.  Flossa  Washburn,  W.  Everett,  Ella  F. 
11.  Percy  Edward  Titus,           George  L.,  Mary  L. 

2 1 .  Jemima  Adelaide  Martha  Butts , 

George  F.,  Ella  E. 

Sept.  6.  Benjamin  Elijah  Haskell, 

Benjamin  F.  B.,  Laura  E. 

11.  Florence  Edna  Wilber,  George,  Cora  F. 
Oct.  3.  Harold  Dane  L'Amoreux,  J.  R.  Clyde,  Sallie  B. 

12.  Paul  Cote,  Joseph,  Phebe. 
Nov.  15.  Leonard,  James  L.,  Sarah  E. 
Dec.  5.  Earl  Raymond  Waterman,    Rufus  E.,  Mabel  A. 

Whole  number  25.    Males,  17,  females,  8. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1886. 


DATE. 

NAIVIt.                                      CAUbt  Or  UtAIM. 

Yrs. 

Mos.  Ds. 

Jan. 

6. 

Filene  Lee               A  contusion 

71  11  18 

Feb. 

19. 

Lurinda  d.  Wetnerell  Heart  disease 

71 

9  18 

Mar. 

15. 

Abigail  P.  Goodwin  Old  age 

87 

5 

f  7 

16. 

William  Capen         Heart  disease 

1  o 

lift 

1  ID 

31. 

Sarah  M.  Smith       Heart  disease 

A.  1  9 

"±  J.  L 

Apr. 

6. 

Williams  Jbreeman  Cancer 

86 

9  21 

9. 

Lottie  M.  Stockwell  Consumption 

19 

6  9 

13. 

Olive  B.  Richmond  Old  age 

83 

6 

15. 

Catherine  Galligan  Paralysis 

67 

17. 

Lovina  Hunt  Cancer 

77 

6  20 

22. 

LucmdaL.  M.  lownsend 

Consumption 

69 

21 

24. 

Anna  R.  Morey  Consumption 

25 

8  19 

25. 

Charles  W.  Knowles  Heart  disease 

58 

30. 

James  E.  Bradford  Consumption 

32 

4  13 

1. 

Ellen  Cahell  Consumption 

32 

19. 

Lyman  Williams  Pneumonia 

28  11  24 

Henry  S.  Freeman   Heart  disease 

76 

1 

30 

Simeon  A.  Dean  Pneumonia 

76 

29 

June 

1. 

Asenath  Bumngton   Heart  disease 

84 

3  18 

3. 

George  A.  Lane  Consumption 

36 

1  7 

7. 

Cornelius  O'Brine     Paralysis  of  heart  49 

10. 

William  H.  Carpenter  Heart  disease 

67 

8 

22. 

George  W.  Thompson  Laryngitis 

6 

7  9 

July 

25. 

Caroline  J.  Hall       Old  age 

80 

7  18 

Aug. 

27. 

Elizabeth  Brady       Heart  disease 

30 

29. 

Ellen  Andrews  Cancer 

80 

4  4 

31. 

Percy  S.  Francis      Cholera  infantum 

10  7 

Sept. 

5. 

David  W.  Waterman  Paralysis 

75 

9  9 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 


43 


Sept.  10. 

Margret  Plunket 

Paralysis 

73 

22. 

Grace  McQuilkin 

Inanition 

8 

Oct. 

14. 

Elizabeth  S.  Clark 

Pneumonia 

67 

1  6 

24. 

Kathburn  Field 

Pyelites 

72 

4  21 

29. 

Myanda  R.  Wood 

Cancer 

58 

5  22 

Nov. 

4. 

Cornelia  Deane 

Consumption 

64 

25 

9. 

Geo.  C.  Eliott 

Pneumonia 

74 

8  22 

18. 

Leonard 

Inanition 

3 

29. 

John  P.  Arlin 

Paralysis 

73 

4 

Dec. 

4. 

Allen  D.  Lane 

Cancer 

75  10 

13. 

Annie  Forest  O'Brien  Septic  peritonitis 

30 

3  12 

13. 

Carrie  A.  Briggs 

Consumption 

17 

2  19 

17. 

Edward  Tracy 

Chronic  malaria 

32 

24. 

Joshua  P.  Lucas 

Old  age 

82  11  27 

31. 

Caroline  Wood 

Cancer 

80 

9  2 

Whole  number,  43.    Males,  20;  females,  23. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1886. 


DATE.  NAMES. 

Feb.    11.    George  L.  Wetherell, 
Sarah  M.  Reiniger, 

Feb.    25.    James  H.  Cosgrove, 
Mary  Jane  Gaffney, 

May      5.    Joseph  Conley, 
Margret  Leddy, 

May    11.    J.  R.  Clyde  L'Ainoreux, 
Sallie  B.  Russell, 

May    30.    Hiram  S.  Freeman, 
Lucy  Mansfield, 

June     1.    Gustavus  L.  Wilber, 
Hattie  A.  Jones, 

June   29.    Charles  E.  Hodges, 
Mariana  Round, 

July     6.    William  R.  Crossman, 
Ida  F.  Whitney, 

Aug.   11.    Alvin  D.  Lee, 
Sarah  Crathorn, 

Aug.  24.    Barney  Leddy, 

Mary  Ann  Mitchell, 

Oct.      7.    William  J.  Bradley, 
Abby  F.  Sliney, 

Oct.    13.    C.  Howard  Lane, 
Alice  D.  Short, 


RESIDENCE. 

Norton. 
Norton. 

Taunton. 
Norton. 

Lincoln,  R.  I. 
Norton. 

Norton. 
Norton. 

Norton. 
Attleboro. 

Taunton. 
Taunton. 

Taunton. 
Norton. 

Taunton. 
Lawrence. 

Norton. 
Norton. 

Norton. 
Norton. 

Norton . 
Mansfield. 

Norton 
Taunton. 
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Oct.    14.    Edgar  A.  Freeman,  Norton. 

Hattie  Atwood,  Hampden,  Me. 

Oct.    19.    Louis  F.  Duchard,  Norton. 

Clara  A.  Mayett,  Norton. 

Nov.     5.    Orr  Hathaway,  Stoughton. 

Marion  G.  Eddy,  Easton. 

Nov.  24.    Henry  O'Brien,  Norton. 

Jane  A.  Foster,  Norton. 


Whole  number,  16. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  for 
Acceptance  at  their  Annual  Meeting, 
April  4,  1887. 


CHARLES  G.  CLAPP,     C.  HOWARD  LANE, 
CHARLES  HAGGERTY,  HENRY  G.  DANFORTH, 
GEORGE  B.  SHAW,       HARRISON  T.  LINCOLN, 
D.  FRANK  CRANE,        JOSEPH  F.  SWEET, 
GEORGE  H.  ARNOLD,    JEROME  R.  KILBOURN, 
J.  STEPHEN  WOOD,    EVERETT  A.  WETHERELL, 
EMMONS  H.  LINCOLN,  CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
JOHN  H.  WHITE,  LEWIS  B.  DEAN, 

FRANK  H.  SMITH,       WILLIAM  D.  WITHERELL, 
EMERY  C.  LINCOLN,     GEORGE  R.  PERRY, 
CHARLES  H.  SMITH,     NATHANIEL  H.  WOOD, 
WILLIAM  L.  CROSBY,  GEORGE  W.  AUSTIN, 
THOMAS  H.  GAFFNEY,  HENRY  L.  HUNT, 
ROYAL  P.  HODGES. 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 
GEO.  R.  PERRY, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  March  3,  1887. 


■I 
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1ST  OF  UNPAID  TAXES. 


Lewis  L.  Austin, 

$5  40 

A.  N.  Briggs, 

3  36 

Mrs.  F.  G.  Boynton, 

16  32 

W.  J.  Bradley, 

2  00 

Est.  of  Edward  L.  Baker, 

40  80 

Alfred  Fisk, 

9  48 

James  Foster, 

10  50 

James  H.  Foster, 

2  00 

John  H.  Foster, 

2  00 

S.  W.  Grimes, 

31  92 

Andrew  J.  Lothrop, 

2  00 

Geo.  W.  Moulton, 

24  78 

Chas.  Rogers, 

8  84 

Lloyd  E.  Rounds, 

4  38 

Eliza  A.  Rounds, 

27  20 

Frank  Steadman, 

3  36 

Alfred  Thompson, 

51  30 

L.  Thomas, 

2  00 

Caroline  Wood, 

20  06 

Nancy  J.  Wilbur, 

11  22 

Henry  T.  Wilbur, 

2  00 

Geo.  W.  Wilbur, 

2  00 

NON-RESIDENTS. 

Fred  L.  Torrey, 

$0  34 

Jacob  Briggs, 

2  72 

T.  G.  Emery, 

4  76 
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b.  r.  Briggs, 

$0  68 

Jonn  ±1.  onort, 

1  H  AA 

Heirs  of  H.  Arnold, 

0  A  A 

1  04 

R.  A.  Leonard, 

1    7 A 

E.  A.  Briggs, 

2  72 

Josiah  J.  King, 

68 

Fred  Fields, 

1  02 

Otis  A.  Thayer, 

10  54 

Henry  K.  Woodward, 

2  72 

Heirs  of  David  Harvey, 

1  36 

Philander  Smith, 

32  30 

Edson  B.  Smith, 

1  36 

James  Webb, 

48  96 

$413  82 

Annual  Report 

 OF  THE  

School  Committee 

 OF  THE  

TOWN  OP  NORTON,  MASS. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1886-87. 


SCHOOI*  COMMITTEE 


J.  P.  LANE,    •  ] 

A.  A.  WOODWARD,  No.  3,  \       Term  expires  1887. 

T.  C.  CARVER,  No.  5,  J 

E.  L.  BRIGGS,  No.  1,  ) 

L.  C.  WETHERELL,  No.  2,  }       Term  expires  1888. 

S.  W.  LINCOLN,  No.  8,  J 

C.  C.  VALENTINE,  No.  4,  1 

H.  G.  DANFORTH,  No.  6,  }       Term  expires  1889. 

G.  E.  MAKEPEACE,  No:  7,  J 


J.  P.  LANE,  Chairman,  Visiting  and  Supply  Agent. 

H.  G.  DANFORTH,  Secretary. 

J.  P.  LANE,  H.  G.  DANFORTH,  C.  C.  VALENTINE, 
Examining  Committee. 

Regular  meetings  at  committee  room,  Town  Hall,  on  the  first 
Monday  evening  of  each  month. 


J.  P.  LANE,  C.  C.  VALENTINE,  Truant  Officers. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Norton : 

We  respectfully  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year 
1886-87. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  PLAN  OF  WORK. 

At  their  first  meeting  in  April,  1886,  the  committee  or- 
ganized in  the  election  of  chairman,  secretary  and  examin- 
ing committee.  To  the  chairman  they  assigned  the  duty 
as  heretofore,  of  visiting  the  schools  and  of  purchasing  and 
furnishing  text-books  and  other  supplies  as  required  by 
law.  To  the  examining  committee,  as  heretofore,  per- 
tained the  duty  of  examining  teachers  and  issuing  certifi- 
cates of  qualification.  To  the  local  members,  as  hereto- 
fore, was  continued  the  responsibility  of  employing  teach- 
ers, of  taking  care  of  school  houses  and  of  providing  fuel 
and  incidental  furnishings.  Regular  meetings  of  the  board 
were  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  evening  of 
each  month,  to  receive  reports,  to  approve  bills,  and  to 
confer  together  respecting  the  interests  of  the  schools. 
Subsequently  arrangements  were  made  for  the  teachers  to 
meet  monthly  by  themselves,  on  the  same  evenings  as  the 
regular  meeting  of  the  committee,  for  their  mutual  advan- 
tage. Truant  officers  were  also  appointed  as  required  by 
law.  f 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  TEACHERS. 


As  has  been  the  case  for  many  years,  the  responsibility 
of  employing  teachers  is  with  the  local  members  of  the 
board,  each  for  his  own  school.  The  chairman  as  such, 
and  as  delegate  to  visit  the  schools,  has  no  authority  in 
that  matter.  The  teachers  employed  by  the  local  mem- 
bers, receive  certificates  of  qualification  from  the  examin- 
ing committee,  which  may,  of  course,  be  withheld  if,  in 
their  judgment,  the  persons  employed  are  not  qualified. 
The  teachers  are  employed  for  one  term  only.  At  or 
near  the  close  of  each  term  the  board  in  regular  meeting 
consider  the  question  of  retaining  the  teachers  for  anoth- 
er term.  The  opinion  and  wish  of  the  local  members, 
who  have  the  responsibility  of  employing  the  teachers,  is 
first  given.  He  is  supposed  to  know  more  definitely  than 
any  other  one,  the  views  and  wishes  of  parents  and  friends 
of  the  school,  and  due  deference  is  given  to  his  authority 
as  responsible  in  employing  the  teacher.  Upon  his  state- 
ments primarily,  the  committee  as  a  board  act.  If  per- 
chance, he  is  not  present,  the  question  is  either  postponed 
until  he  reports  or  is  referred  to  him  with  full  power  of 
decision.  The  chairman  as  visiting  committee  reports 
upon  the  condition  of  the  schools  as  they  have  come  under 
his  observation  and  any  other  member  of  the  board  may 
say  what  he  desires  or  deems  expedient  to  say  upon  the 
question  before  them.  When  the  vote  is  taken  it  is  un- 
derstood to  be  the  decision  of  the  school  committee  as  a 
board,  entrusted  by  the  law  of  the  State  with  the  care  and 
management  of  the  schools. 

The  deliberation  and  action  of  the  school  committee  in 
this  matter  and  in  all  other  matters  that  have  come  before 
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them  during  the  year,  have  been  characterized  by  harmo- 
ny and  substantial  unanimity,  and  we  believe  that  there 
has  been,  on  the  part  of  each  officer  and  agent  of  the 
board  and  of  every  individual  member,  a  singleness  of 
desire  and  purpose,  according  to  their  best  judgment  and 
in  conscientious  fidelity  to  the  trust  committed  to  them  by 
their  fellow  citizens,  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the 
schools. 


% 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


I.    SUPPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 


Town  appropriation, 
State,  school  fund, 
County,  dog  fund, 


$2,500  00 
219  27 
271  84 


■$2,991  11 


No.  1 


Arthur  W.  Wood,  teacher,  spring  term, 

12  weeks,    $150  00 
fall  term ,  1 1 

weeks,         137  50 
winter  term, 
12  weeks,     150  00 
E.  L.  Briggs,  committee,  fuel,  31  50 

care  of  house  and  fires,        10  00 


No.  2. 

Louise  G.  Marshall,  spring  term,  11 

weeks,  $110  00 

fall    term,  11 

weeks,  110  00 

winter  term,  12 
weeks,  120  00 

L.  C.  Wetherell,  committee,  fuel,  18  25 

care  of  house  and  fires,     10  00 


$479  00 


$368  25 
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No.  3. 


Harriet  L.  Blandin,  spring  term, 

11 

weeks, 

$93  50 

fall  term, 

11 

weeks, 

93  50 

winter  term, 

12 

weeks, 

102  00 

A.  A.Woodward,  committee,  fuel, 

25  75 

care  of  house  and  fires, 

9  50 

No.  4. 

Mattie  J.  Crawford,  spring  term, 

11 

weeks, 

$110  00 

fall  term, 

10 

weeks, 

100  00 

winter  term, 

12 

weeks, 

120  00 

C.  C.Valentine,  committee,  fuel,  27  03 

care  of  house  and  fires,     10  00 


No.  5. 

Lucy  J.  Blackman,  spring  term,  12 

weeks,  $96  00 

fall    term,  11 

weeks,  93  50 

winter  term,  11 
weeks,  93  50 

T.  C.  Carver,  committee,  fuel,  16  25 

care  of  house  and  fires,         9  00 


$324  25 


$367  03 


$308  25 
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No.  6. 

Cora  V.  Chase,  spring  term,  11  weeks,  $88  00 

fall  term,  11  weeks,  88  00 

winter  term,  12  weeks,  108  00 

H.  G.  Danforth,  committee,  fuel,  18  65 

care  of  house  and  fires,  9  00 


No.  7. 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  spring  term,  11 

weeks,  $88  00 

fall    term,  11 

weeks,  88  00 

winter  term,  12 
weeks,  96  00 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  committee,  fuel,  11  20 

care  of  house  and  fires,       7  00 


No.  8. 

Susie  G.  Cook,  spring  term,  11  weeks,  $88  00 

HarrietteM.Brettun,  fall  term,  10  weeks,  80  00 
winter    term,  11 

weeks,  88  00 

S.  W.  Lincoln,  committee,  fuel,  21  25 

care  of  house  and  fires,  10  50 


$311  65 


$290  20 


$287  75 


Total, 


$2,736  38 
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II.    REPAIRS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
No  town  appropriation. 
No.  1. 

E.  L.  Briggs,  committee,  $5  70 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,         1  53 


No.  4. 


$7  23 


No.  2. 

L.  C.  Wetherell,  committee,  $8  28 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,         1  53 


$9  81 


No.  3. 

A.  A.  Woodward,  committee,  $4  50 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,         1  53 


$6  03 


C.  C.  Valentine,  committee,  $5  10 

G.  E.  Makepace,  painting  blackboards,  1  53 

R.  P.  Hodges,  removing  desks  and  seats  from 

No.  1,  1  50 

  $8  13 

No.  5. 

T.  C.  Carver,  committee,  $1  30 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,         1  53 

  $2  83 
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No.  6. 

H.  G.  Danforth,  committee,  $3  50 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,  1  53 

school-house,  41  58 


$46  61 


No.  7. 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  committee,  $4.07 

No.  8. 

S.  W.  Lincoln,  committee,  $5  41 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,         1  53 

 $6.94 

Total,  $91.65 


SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 
Town  appropriation  $250.00. 
1.  Supplies  Bought. 

F.  M.  Ambrose,  agent  J.  B.  Lippincott,  Co.,  Phila. 

18  First  Readers                .         @  .17  $3  06 

11  Second  Eeaders                         .28  3  08 

10  Third  Readers                           .37  3  70 

2  Fourth  Readers                          .50  1  00 

16  Fifth  Readers                            .75  12  00 

5  Sixth  Readers                           .84  4  20 


$27  04 

Readers  sold  2  93 


$24  11 
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E.  C.  McClintock,  agent  Cowperthwait  &  Co.,  Phila. 


7  Primary  Geography 

@  .40 

$2  80 

22  Com.  Sch 

.90 

19  80 

4  Physical  44 

1.13 

4  52 

5  doz.  B.  S.  writing  books 

.90 

4  50 

10  doz.  writing  books 

.80 

8  00 

4  doz.  B.  S.  Primary  books 

.70 

2  80 

4  doz  44 

.60 

2  40 

A.  C.  Stockin,  agent  Harper  Bros. 

,  New  York. 

18  Elementary  Grammar 

@  .28 

$5  04 

1  doz.  H.  S.  writing  books 

.90 

90 

6  doz.  64 

.81 

4  86 

3  doz.  H.  S.  Primary  books 

.60 

1  80 

2  doz.    44     Tracing  books 

.54 

1  08 

Wm.  Ware  &  Co.,  Boston. 

10  Primary  Arithmetic    (a),  .20  less  1-6    $1  67 

36  Elementary  Arithmetic    .35  44        10  50 

17  Written  Arithmetic         .75  44         10  63 

10  Scudder'sU.  S.  History  1.00  4  4          8  34 

4       44           44       44   .     .83  3  32 

4  Written  Arithmetic         .63  2  52 


Thompson,  Brown  &  Co.,  Boston. 

12  sets  B.  K.blanks,(s.  e.)@  .50  less  1-6  $5  25 
6  sets      44  (d.  e.)     .80     4  4         4  20 


$44  82 


$13  68 


$36  98 


$9  45 
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Ginn  &  Co.,  Boston. 

1  Wentworth's  Algebra  @  $1.12  less  1-6  $0.93 

1  "    (tea.  ed.)     1.75     "  1.46 

 $2  39 

Clark  &  Maynard,  New  York. 

2  Anderson's  U.  S.  History  @  .72      $1  44 

C.  H.  Whiting,  agent  Potter,  Ainsworth  &  Co.,  New  York. 
2  doz.  Bart,  primary  drawing      @  .40    $0  80 
8  doz.  "  '  .38      3  03 

2  1-2  doz.  language  tablets  .72      1  80 

1  doz.  number  tablets  .60  60 

  $6  23 

H.  Hume,  agent  Ivison,  Blakeman  &  Taylor,  New  York. 
20  doz.  White's  primary  drawing  cards 

@  .15     $3  00 

10  White's  primary  drawing  .10       1  00 

3  White's  drawing  No.  10  .15  45 

  $4  45 


Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  Boston. 

1  set  Munroe  reading  charts  6  00 

1  easel  for  "  •  1  00 

1-2  gross  Academic  lead  pencils  @  $3.25  1  63 
1-2  gross  B.  S.  S.  Co.,   "  2.50  125 

4  reams  paper,  assorted  kinds  3  20 


$13  08 


Geo.  S.  Perry,  Boston. 

2  reams  exercise  paper  @  .36  $0  72 

J.  L.  Hammett,  Boston. 

10  reams  paper,  assorted  kinds  $8  84 

1  gross  lead  pencils,  3  00 
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4  boxes  slate  pencils  @  .20  80 

7  wall-maps  of  North  America     $2.70    18  90 


J.  W.  Gerry,  Boston. 

7  shade  rollers  for  wall-maps  @  .20  $1  40 
1         "      5  feet,       "  60 

J.  P.  Lane. 


8  backs  and  fixtures  for  wall  maps, 

$1  60 

8  Supply  Record  Books 

@  .15 

1  20 

5  1-2  doz.  writing  books 

.80 

A  Af\ 

4  4U 

60  slates 

.06 

3  60 

50  doz.  pens 

.04 

2  00 

13  packs  of  blotters 

.04. 

OZ 

8  pointers 

.15 

1  20 

5  1-2  doz.  penholders 

.06 

33 

2  1-4  doz.  rubber  erasers 

.10 

22 

6  blackboard  erasers 

.10 

60 

1  dial,  .50    1  set  color  cards,  .15 

65 

3  rulers, 

05 

4  doz.  lead  pencils 

@  .27 

1  08 

14  doz.  slate  pencils 

.03 

42 

Lane  Brothers. 

5  gallons  Caw's  black  ink 

@  $1.00 

Express  charges, 

A.  A.  Woodward,  furnishings  for  No.  3, 

$0  21 

C.  C.  Valentine,  " 

No.  4, 

50 

T.  C.  Carver, 

No.  5, 

35 

H.  G.  Danforth, 

No.  6, 

98 

$31  54 


$2  00 


$17  87 

$5  00 
$3  65 
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S.  W.  Lincoln,  furnishings  for  No.  8,  43 

  $2  47 


Total,  $219  88 

Books  sold  and  cash  paid  to  town  treasurer,  8  19 


Total  cost  to  the  town  of  supplies,   $211  69 


2.    SupplIes  Furnished  to  the  Schools. 

Text-books  in  good  condition  for  use,  no  longer  needed 
in  the  schools  to  which  they  were  first  furnished,  were  re- 
turned and,  as  needed,  have  been  given  out  again  to  the 
same  or  other  schools.  As  the  cost  of  these  second-hand 
supplies  was  given  when  first  furnished  they  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  following  list,  which  includes  only  what  has 
been  furnished  new  this  year.  All  supplies,  both  old  and 
new,  that  have  been  furnished  to  the  schools,  and  have 
not  been  used  up,  worn  out  or  lost,  are  in  the  schools  or 
in  the  care  of  the  agent  at  his  office. 

No.  1. 


Supply  Record  Book,  $0  15 

6  Fifth  Reader  @  .75      4  50 

17  Elementary  Arithmetic  .35  less  1-6      5  00 

3  Primary  Geography  .40                 1  20 

6  Scudder's  U.  S.  History  1.00  less  1-6      5  00 

1  Elementary  Grammar,  28 
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34  writing  books 

.90  per  doz. 

2  55 

3  boxes  crayons 

.13 

39 

1  pointer, 

15 

Ink, 

75 

Paper,  pens,  penholders  and  pencils, 

1  88 

3  10 

9 

Supply  Record  Book, 

• 

$0  15 

3  First  Reader  @ 

.17 

5.1 

2  Second  44 

.28 

56 

2  Fourth  44 

.50 

1  00 

2  Fifth  44 

.75 

1  50 

3  Primary  Geography 

.40 

1  20 

3  Com.  Sch. 

.90 

2  70 

10  Elementary  Arithmetic 

.35  less  1-6 

2  92 

9        4  4  Grammar. 

.28 

2  52 

2  Anderson's  U.  S.  History 

.72 

1  44 

38  writing  books 

.90  per  doz. 

2  85 

4 

.80  44 

.  27 

28  primary  writing  books 

.60  44 

1  40 

3  pointers 

.15 

45 

1  box  crayons, 

13 

Ink, 

50 

Paper,  pens,  penholders,  blotters,  pencils 

,  7  80 

Exercise  and  spelling-blank  books, 

92 

Map  of  North  America, 

3  10 

$24  95 


$31  92 
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No.  3. 


Supply  Record  Book, 

4  First  Reader 

f7i\  17 

DO 

1  Second  " 

Oft 

4fc  JD  11  111 

7  ^ 

3  on 
o  uu 

X  XllllldlV    vJ  cUk  I  d.  IJJ1  V 

4.0 

9  Pntn    ^r>li         ' ' 

.  o\J 

8  Elementary  Arithmetic 

.od  less  ±-o 

Z  04: 

9                   4  4                      1  -w-1»nTTim»lT* 

a                                   V  7  I  cllIJIIJUtL 

.28  1 

56 

1  Algebra 

1.12  less  1-6 

93 

1      "  '     tea.  ed. 

1.75  " 

1  46 

1  Health  Lessons, 

25 

28  writing  books 

.80  per  doz. 

1  77 

5  primary  writing  books 

.70 

29 

2  boxes  crayons 

.13 

26 

Ink, 

25 

Paper,  pens,  penholders 

,  blotters,  pencils,  5  08 

Slates,  exercise  and  spelling-blank  books, 

82 

Map  of  North  America, 

3  10 

Furnishings  by  local  committee, 

21 

$23  63 


No.  4. 


Supply  Record  Book,  $0  15 

4  First  Reader                 @  .17  68 

4  Second  "  .28  1  12 

4  Third    <<  .37  1  48 

3  Fifth     "  .75        .  2  25 

3  Primary  Geography  .40  1  20 

3  Com.  Sch.  .90  2  70 
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1  Elementary  Arithmetic,  30 

3  Written              44             .75  less  1-6  1  88 

4  Elementary  Grammar  .28  1  12 
8  Primary  Reader  .04  32 
1  set  reading  charts  and  easel,  7  00 
1  dial,  50 
1  set  color  cards,  15 

21  writing  books                    .80  perdoz.  1  40 

42  primary  writing  books        .7  0      4  4  2  45 

3  boxes  crayons                   .13  39 

Ink,  75 

1  pointer,  15 

3  doz.  drawing  cards             .15  45 

Paper,  pens,  penholders,  blotters,  pencils,  2  67 
Slates,  spelling-blank  books,  and  rubber 

erasers,  1  30 

Map  of  North  America,  3  10 

Furnishings  by  local  committee,  50 


No.  5. 

Supply  Record  Book,  $0  15 

1  Fifth  Reader,  75 

2  Com.  Sch.  Geography    @  .90  1  80 

1  Primary  Arithmetic  17 
6  Elementary  Grammar         .28  1  68 

2  Scudder's  U.  S.  History  1.00  less  1-6  1  67 
14  writing  books                   .80  perdoz.  94 

4  primary  writing  books        .60      44  20 

2  boxes  crayons                    .13  26 

Ink,  50 

Exercise  book  and  rulers,  27 


$34  01 
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Paper,  pens,  blotters  and  pencils,  3  19 

Slates,  erasers  and  number  tablets,  99 
Map  of  North  America,  3  10 

Furnishings  by  local  committee,  35 

  $16  02 


No.  6. 


Supply  Record  Book, 

$0 

15 

3  First  Reader                 @  . 

17 

51 

1  Second  44 

28 

5  Spelling  Book 

20  (exch.) 

1 

00 

5  Com.  Sch.  Geography 

90 

4 

50 

6  Elementary  Arithmetic 

35  less  1-6 

1 

75 

5  Written  44 

75  44 

3 

13 

1  Book-keeping,  double  entry 

70 

5  sets    44                 "  blanks 

.80  less  1-6 

3 

34 

3    4  4     4  4       single  entry  44 

.50  44 

1 

25 

12  H.  S.  writing  books 

.90  per  doz. 

90 

72 

.81  44 

4 

86 

9 

.80  44 

60 

8  H.  S.  Primary  writing  books 

.60  44 

40 

24  B.  drawing  books 

.40  44 

80 

30 

.38  44 

95 

24  language  tablets 

.06 

1 

44 

3  boxes  crayons 

.13 

39 

Ink, 

75 

Exercise  and  spelling-blank 

books, 

80 

Paper,  pens,  penholders,  blotters,  pencils,  5  02 
Slates,  rulers,    rubber   and  blackboard 

erasers,  1  26 

Map  of  North  America,  3  10 
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Furnishings  by  local  committee,  98 

  $38  86 


No.  7. 


Supply  Record  Book, 

$0  15 

4  Physical  Geography     @  1.13 

4  52 

2  Scudder's  U.  S.  History    1.00  less  1-6 

1  67 

4  Written  Arithmetic            .75  " 

2  50 

24  White's  drawing  books  .10 

2  40 

3       "  adv.     "  .15 

45 

21  writing  books                    .80  perdoz. 

1  44 

12  exercise  books                   .40  " 

40 

,1  box  crayons, 

13 

Ink, 

25 

Paper,  pens,  blotters,  slates,  pencils, 

2  25 

Hanging  a  map  of  North  America, 

80 


1M  O .   o . 

Supply  Record  Book, 

$0  15 

2  First  Reader                 @  .17 

34 

2  Second  "  .28 

56 

1  Fifth  " 

75 

4  Com.  Sch.  Geography  .90 

3  60 

1  Elementary  Arithmetic 

30 

5  Written             "               .75  less  1-6 

3  13 

1  Advanced  Grammar, 

42 

3  Scudder's  U.  S.  History  1.00  less  1-6 

2  50 

11  writing  books                    .80  perdoz. 

73 

3  boxes  crayons  .13 

39 

Ink, 

50 

$16  96 
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Paper,  pens,  slates,  pencils,  pointer, 
Map  of  North  America, 
Furnishings  by  local  committee, 


Stationery,  etc.,  by  agent, 


Balance  of  stock  on  hand  for  first  supply 
from  last  year  (1885-86), 

Stock  purchased  this  year  (1886-87) ,  less 
express  charges,  $3.65,  and  books 
sold,  $8.19, 

Supplies  furnished  to  the  schools  (1886- 
87)  and  used  by  agent, 

Balance  of  stock  on  hand  for  first  supply 
hereafter, 


2  40 

3  10 

43 

  $19  30 


$205  65 
7  50 


$213  15 


$51  03 
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ATTENDANCE  of  tie  SCHOLARS. 


We  still  have  occasion  to  lament  the  evil  of  irregular 
attendance  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  scholars  with  conse- 
quent loss  to  themselves  and  injury  to  the  schools.  There 
are  various  causes  for  this,  some  of  which  may  be  suffi- 
cient and  justifiable,  but  others,  we  think,  might  and 
ought  to  have  been  avoided.  We  re-iterate  our  convic- 
tions in  this  matter  as  expressed  in  our  last  annual  report 
and  ask  for  them  your  candid  consideration.  But  we  are 
also  pleased  to  note  that  many  of  the  scholars  are  regular 
in  their  attendance,  a  good  number  of  them  are  never  absent 
nor  tardy,  and  comparatively  few  are  ever  tardy. 

The  statistics  as  shown  by  the  school  registers  are  as 
follows  : 

No.  1. 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  53. 

"  under  5  years  of  age,  0. 

"  over  15  years  of  age,  2. 

"  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  40. 

Spring  term  membership  48  ;  average  membership  39.66  ; 

average  attendance  33.33. 
Fall  term  membership,  51  ;  average  membership  42,33  ; 

average  attendance  36.66. 
Winter  term  membership,  42  ;  average  membership  36.66  ; 
average  attendance  27. 
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Not  absent  nor  tardy, 

Austin  Sweet,  two  terms. 

Charles  Russell,  one  term. 

Alfred  Clapp,  one  term. 

George  Sweet,  one  term. 

Fannie  Briggs,  one  term. 

Kate  Fitzgerald,  one  term. 

May  Lane,  one  term. 
Not  absent. 

Austin  Sweet,  three  terms. 

Charles  Russell,  two  terms. 

Raymond  Briggs,  two  terms. 

George  Anthony,  one  term. 
Number  of  scholars  not  tardy. 

Spring  term  26  ;  Fall  term  27  ;  Winter  term  7. 


No.  2. 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  52. 

"  under  5  years  of  age,  0. 

"  over  15  years  of  age,  1. 

' '  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  44. 

Spring  term,  membership  44  ;  average  membership  40  ; 

average  attendance  35.5. 
Fall  term,  membership  46 ;    average  membership  42 ; 

average  attendance  38.5. 
Winter  term,  membership  39  ;  average  membership  33.5  ; 

average  attendance  27. 
Not  absent  nor  tardy. 

Willie  E.  Fales,  three  terms. 
Bertie  F.  Fales,  three  terms. 
O.  Elbert  Walker,  two  terms. 
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Thomas  Skinner,  two  terms. 
Lloyd  Pike,  two  terms. 
Joseph  Crathorne,  two  terms. 
James  A.  Freeman,  one  term. 
Maynard  N.  Wetherell,  one  term. 
Harrie  J.  Crathorne,  one  term. 
Charles  J.  Grossman,  one  term. 
Henry  J.  Shaw,  one  term. 
Frank  Fiske,  one  term. 
Hallie  C.  Pike,  one  term. 
Frank  Bulley,  one  term. 
Lydia  Smith,  two  terms. 
Carrie  Crathorne,  one  term. 
Fannie  M.  Crossman,  one  term. 
Carrie  E.  Thompson,  one  term. 
Bertha  Greene,  one  term. 
Cora  Wetherell,  one  term. 
Hatte  Fiske,  one  term. 
Number  of  scholars  not  tardy. 

Spring  term  40 ;  Fall  term  41  ;  Winter  term  27. 

No.  3. 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  30. 

"  under  5  years  of  age,  0. 

"  over  15  years  of  age,  1. 

"  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  22. 

Spring  term,  membership  26  ;  average  membership  25  ; 

average  attendance  19.5. 
Fall  term,  membership  2£ ;  average    membership  19  ; 

average  aitendance  17.33. 
Winter  term,  membership  21  ;  average  membership  18.33  ; 
average  attendance  16. 
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Not  absent  nor  tardy,  0. 
Not  absent,  0. 

Number  of  scholars  not  tardy, 

Spring  term  16  ;  Fall  term  13  ;  Winter  term  11. 

No.  4. 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  58. 

"  under  5  years  of  age,  0. 

"  over  15  years  of  age,  1. 

"  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  40. 

Spring  term,  membership  42  ;  average  membership  38  ; 

average  attendance  33.8. 
Fall  term,  membership  52;  average  membership  46.4; 

average  attendance  43.25. 
Winter  term,  membership  41  ;  average  membership  36.6  ; 

average  attendance  31.9. 
Not  absent  nor  tardy, 

Clarence  Valentine,  one  term, 

Peter  Le  Roque,  one  term. 

Fred  Cornell,  one  term. 

Albert  Le  Roque,  one  term. 

Matthias  Galli^an,  one  term. 

Everett  Fletcher,  one  term. 

Clara  Valentine,  two  terms. 

Avis  Crossman,  one  term. 

Bridget  Leddy,  one  term. 

Mary  Galligan,  one  term. 
Not  absent, 

Clarence  Valentine,  three  terms. 

Eddie  Gilroy,  one  term. 

Patsey  Gilroy,  one  term. 
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John  McQuillan,  one  term. 
Michael  May,  one  term. 
James  May,  one  term. 
Bernard  Galligan,  one  term. 
Avis  Crossman,  two  terms. 
Number  of  scholars  not  tardy. 

Spring  term  23  ;  Fall  term  30  ;  Winter  term  27. 

No.  5. 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  20. 

"  under  5  years  of  age,  0. 

44  over  15  years  of  age,  1. 

44  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  14. 

Spring  term,  membership  18  ;  average  membership  16.5  ; 

average  attendance  14.7. 
Fall  term,  membership  18  ;  average  membership  17.33  ; 

average  attendance  16.8. 
Winter  term,  membership  17  ;  average  membership  17  ; 

average  attendance  14.2. 
Not  absent  nor  tardy, 

Oscar  R.  Sweet,  three  terms. 

James  A.  Goff,  two  terms. 

Oren  H.  Golf,  one  term. 

Richard  S.  Hardon,  one  term. 

Carrie  M.  Carver,  two  terms. 

Mary  Bruce,  one  term. 
Not  absent, 

James  A.  Goff',  one  term. 

Lottie  A.  Carver,  one  term. 

Evie  F.  Hardon,  one  term. 
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No.  6. 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  25. 

"  under  5  years  of  age,  0. 

'*  over  15  years  of  age,  3. 

"  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  16. 

Spring  term,  membership  24  ;  average  membership  23.66  ; 

average  attendance  21.7. 
Fall  term,  membership  24 ;  average  membership  22.8  ; 

average  attendance  21. 
Winter  term,  membership  22  ;  average  membership  21.16  ; 

average  attendance  18.5. 
Not  absent  nor  tardy. 

Merton  Lincoln,  two  terms. 

Daniel  Woodward,  two  terms. 

Roy  Lincoln,  one  term. 

Eva  Danforth,  two  terms. 

Nellie  Lincoln,  two  terms. 

Mary  Cowles,  one  term. 

Rhoda  Danforth,  one  term. 

Bessie  Lane,  one  term. 

Mabel  Perry,  one  term. 

Emma  Woodward,  one  term. 

Ida  Woodward,  one  term. 
Not  absent. 

Merton  Lincoln,  three  terms. 

George  O'Brien,  one  term. 

Harry  Lane,  one  term. 

Bessie  Lane,  one  term. 
Number  of  scholars  not  tardy. 

Spring  term  14  ;  Fall  term  15  ;  Winter  term  12. 
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No.  7. 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  21. 

"  under  5  years  of  age,  0. 

"  over  15  years  of  age,  2. 

"  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  14. 

Spring  term,  membership  19  ;  average  membership  17  ; 

average  attendance  14.6. 
Fall  term,  membership  17  ;  average  membership  14.73  ; 

average  attendance  12.5. 
Winter  term,  membership  13  ;  average  membership  12  ; 

average  attendance  10.25. 
Not  absent  nor  tardy, 

Helen  S.  Butts,  three  terms. 

Winnie  A.  Butts,  three  terms. 

Albert  W.  White,  three  terms. 

Ollie  E.  White,  three  terms. 

Leon  W.  White,  two  terms. 

Lucy  E.  Stevens,  one  term. 

Lizzie  B.  Draper,  one  term. 

Jessie  L.  Hunt,  one  term. 

Alfred  D.  Keith,  one  term. 

Irene  A.  Cellarius,  one  term. 
Number  of  scholars  not  tardy. 

Spring  term  15  ;  Fall  term  12  ;  Winter  term  12. 

No.  8. 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  26. 

"  under  5  years  of  age,  0. 

"  over  15  years  of  age,  0. 

"  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  18. 
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Spring  term,  membership  23  ;  average  membership  16 ; 

average  attendance  12.75. 
Fall  term,  membership  24;  average  membership  22.3; 

average  attendance  17.1. 
Winter  term,  membership  23  ;  average  membership  22.1  ; 

average  attendance  17.5. 
Not  absent  nor  tardy, 

Hattie  G.  Dawley,  three  terms. 

Mary  C.  Hall,  one  term. 

Florence  W.  George,  one  term. 

Gertie  Beane,  one  term. 

Albert  S.  Lincoln,  one  term. 
Number  of  scholars  not  tardy. 

Spring  term  18  ;  Fall  term  21 ;  Winter  term  18. 

Summary. 


Whole  number  of  scholars  enrolled  for  the  year,  285 

"                   under  5  years  of  age,  0 

"  over  15  years  of  age,  11 
"                   between  8  and  14  years,  208 

Average  membership  of  all  the  schools,  212.99 

attendance              "  183.81 

Percentage  of  attendance  on  membership,  86.29 
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CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 


The  condition  of  the  schools,  generally,  has  been  quite 
satisfactory.  Not  but  that  higher  attainments  are  possible 
and  much  to  be  desired  and  toiled  for,  but  a  good  degree 
has  been  won,  which  will  compare  favorably  with  other 
towns  in  the  State.  The  teachers,  generally,  have  proved 
their  character,  intellectual,  moral  and  social,  as  worthy 
of  confidence  and  respect,  and  their  fidelity  to  the  work 
committed  to  them  as  worthy  of  praise.  The  parents, 
generally,  have  given  to  the  teachers  sympathy,  coopera- 
tion, and  support,  which  is  equally  essential  to  their  suc- 
cess. And  the  scholars,  generally,  have  shown  a  desire 
and  purpose  to  improve  their  opportunity  for  education, 
and  have  readily  and  heartily  responded  to  the  efforts  of 
their  teachers  to  guide  and  instruct  them,  which  is  also 
vitally  important  to  secure  satisfactory  progress.  So  far 
as  these  three  grand  factors  of  success — the  responsibility 
of  the  teacher,  the  parents,  and  the  scholars — have  been 
met  we  have  reason  to  be  gratified  with  the  results.  So 
far  as  there  has  been  failure  in  either  of  them  we  have  oc- 
casion for  sorrow,  for  the  inevitable  injury  and  loss. 

No.  1. 

This  school,  since  the  spring  term  of  1885,  now  nearly 
two  years,  has  been  in  charge  of  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Wood. 
He  came  highly  recommended  by  those  who  knew  his 
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character  and  worth.  He  had  taught  with  distinguished  sue- 
cess  in  his  native  town,  and  there  was  one  other  town  in 
the  state  whose  school  committee  had  offered  him  a  posi- 
tion as  teacher.  From  various  causes,  which  need  not 
here  be  named,  the  school  had  not  been  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  There  was  need  of  change  in  the  order  and 
discipline  of  the  school,  which  he  purposed,  if  possible,  to 
effect.  He  had  no  liking  for  harsh  measures,  no  wish  to 
inflict  severe  punishments.  A  man  of  kind  spirit,  a  lover 
of  children  and  sympathetic  in  his  intercourse  with  them, 
he  would  govern  his  school  in  love  and  justice,  with  purest 
motive  for  their  highest  good.  But,  to  this  end,  his  re- 
quirements must  be  obeyed.  Whatever  right  measures 
to  secure  this  might  be  necessary  he,  in  fidelity  to  his 
trust,  should  use.  There  was  no  assertion  of  this,  but  it 
was  clearly  manifest,  and  generally  accepted  with  a  cordial 
response. 

A  few  seemed  disposed  to  try  the  metal  of  the  new 
teacher.  They  disobeyed  his  just  and  reasonable  require- 
ments. When  "moral  suasion"  availed  not  to  secure  obe- 
dience, they  were  punished  and  "made  to  mind."  No  one 
received  bodily  injury,  but,  for  just  cause,  some  did  re- 
ceive that  corrective  the  sparing  of  which,  according  to 
Bible  teaching,  "spoils  the  child."  There  were  some, 
even  then,  ready  to  "talk"  against  this  ;  some  who,  with- 
out knowledge  of  the  teacher  or  the  justifying  occasion, 
cried  out  against  the  "strict  discipline."  But  some  of 
these,  when  they  came  to  know,  cordially  approved,  and 
he  was  generally  sustained  by  both  parents  and  scholars. 

Yet  the  school  in  order  and  discipline,  was  not  brought 
up  to  the  standard  of  some  of  the  other  schools  in  town, 
though  in  many. respects  there  was  a  decided  improvement 
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over  what  had  been.  Certain  trying  evils  were  broken 
up.  No  longer  were  there  depredations  on  the  neighbors' 
premises.  No  longer,  at  recess  and  noon-time,  were 
passers  by  on  the  street  greeted  with  unseemly  shoutings 
and  hootings.  And  in  the  school-room  there  was  a  degree 
of  quietness  and  work  in  study  which  gave  promise  of  a 
steady  advance  to  our  ideal.  In  our  visits  to  the  school, 
we  set  that  ideal  before  it,  and  sought  to  foster  an  ambi- 
tion in  all  for  its  attainment.  To  the  same  end  the  teacher 
faithfully  and  diligently  labored,  and  as  we  visited  the 
school  we  were  gratified  to  witness  improvement  towards 
it. 

Not  only  was  good  order  and  discipline  a  constant  aim, 
but  thorough  teaching  and  progress  in  attainments  also. 
Having  himself  clear  and  definite  knowledge,  he  aimed  to 
give  instruction  in  the  same  line.  There  was  no  disposi- 
tion to  permit  a  superficial  and  unintelligent  skipping  over 
the  ground  of  the  lessons.  The  scholars  were  expected  to 
*tudy  their  lessons,  and  help  to  understand  them  was  given 
as  seemed  needful  and  wise.  There  was  constant  drilling 
in  this.  A  few  criticized  the  teacher's  methods  as  being 
"too  fussy  and  particular,"  but  most  of  the  scholars  took 
to  them  readily  and  followed  his  leading.  They  were, 
generally,  carried  along  thoroughly,  with  an  intelligent 
grasp  of  their  lessons.  For  illustration  take  the  Reading 
and  Language  lessons.  We  have  watched  the  progress 
of  scholars  from  a  b  c  to  second  reader,  from  second  to 
third  and  fourth,  and  from  third  and  fourth  to  fifth  reader, 
so  taught  and  drilled  that  you  hear  nothing  of  sing-song 
or  boisterous  tone,  but,  instead,  accuracy  of  pronunciation, 
of  inflection,  of  emphasis,  an  intelligent  grasp  of  the  au- 
thor's meaning,  a  naturalness  and  eloquence  of  utterance 
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that  have  impressive  power.  At  one  of  the  public  exam- 
inations, the  selections  being  taken  at  random  from  the 
studies  of  the  term,  the  reading  of  all  the  classes  was  so 
well  done  that  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  critical  vis- 
itors  expressed  her  great  pleasure  in  listening  to  reading 
exercises  so  good  that  "it  was  not  necessary  to  have  the 
reading-book  open  before  you  to  know  what  the  scholars 
were  reading."  We  have  noticed  similar  characteristics 
of  thorough  instruction  in  spelling,  in  arithmetic,  in  gram- 
mar, etc.,  and  we  have  heard  the  testimony  of  some  of  the 
scholars  themselves  that  they  "never  so  clearly  under- 
stood the  principles  and  rules  and  practical  work  of  their 
studies  as  they  had  under  Mr.  Wood's  instructions."  Thus 
for  a  year  and  a  half  this  school  went  on.  We  do  not  say 
that  no  mistakes  were  made,  that  there  were  no  errors  in 
judgment,  that  there  was  nothing  which  could  be  justly 
criticized,  but  we  do  say  that  excellences  noted  were  sub- 
stantial and  far  more  than  any  defects. 

But  during  the  last  term  new  elements  have  been  work- 
ing to  the  injury  of  the  school.  While  no  parent  or  friend 
of  education  came  to  the  committee  with  criticism  or  com- 
plaint certain  evil  reports  were  started  and  diligently  car- 
ried from  one  to  another,  some  of  which  were  utterly  with- 
out foundation  in  fact,  some  of  which  were  gross  exagger- 
ations. With  little  more  careful  phrase  intimations  of 
these,  as  if  unquestionably  true,  were  given  in  a  local 
newspaper,  and  the  rightful  authority  of  any  teacher,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  to  use  corporal  punishment,  was 
denied.  The  ball  of  slanderous  tale-bearing  was  kept 
moving.  It  does  not  appear  that  parents  were  doing 
much  "talking"  only  as  they  were  approached  by  those 
seeming  to  have  this  in  charge,  and  in  reply  to  what  was 
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told,  said  :  "I  know  nothing  myself,  but  if  that's  true  it  is 
wrong."  It  isn't  strange  that  some  minds  were  poisoned 
and  that  some  slight  criticisms  not  deemed  of  sufficient 
importance  even  to  mention  before,  now  found  utterances 
and  astonishing  growth  in  the  repetition.  All  this  came  to 
the  ears  of  the  teacher  and  was  "talked"  with  scholars  as 
well.  That  it  had  a  demoralizing  influence  is  not  surpris- 
ing. That  the  teacher  with  this  din  about  his  head  some- 
what relaxed  discipline  is  certainly  capable  of  charitable 
construction.  And  that  scholars,  so  disposed,  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  situation  is  just  like  human  nature. 

The  tirade  now  assumed  new  form;  instead  of  "too 
strict  and  harsh  discipline,"  and  "too  great  exaction  in 
study"  it  was  "failure."  Another  newspaper  article  ap- 
peared more  boldly  personal  and  outrageous  than  before, 
and  a  remarkable  eagerness  wras  manifested  by  its  authors 
to  have  it  circulated  and  read  even  as  far  as  the  distant 
hamlet  of  Winnicunnet.  Some  of  its  statements  were 
glaringly  false  and  the  whole  drift  was  misleading.  The 
intimations  respecting  "dwindling  of  numbers"  and  "with- 
drawal of  scholars  from  the  school"  because  of  dissatisfac- 
tion until  there  is  prospect  of  only  empty  seats  to  greet 
the  teacher,  are  not  sustained  by  facts,  as  appears  else- 
where in  this  report  .  That  there  are  not  as  many  scholars 
in  this  school  as  there  were  two  years  ago  is  true.  There 
are  not  as  many  in  the  district  to  go  to  school  anywhere. 
Moreover  some  of  the  older  and  more  advanced  scholars 
have  left  the  school,  either  because  their  school  days  were 
over  or  to  go  to  the  Seminary  or  to  other  schools  for  ad- 
vanced studies,  reasons  which  do  not  reflect  upon  the 
character  of  this  school  or  its  teacher.  The  same  is  true 
in  other  schools,  against  which  not  a  breath  of  evil  report 
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appears.  That  this  school  has  suffered  from  irregular  at- 
tendance is  true.  So  have  others.  The  inferences  in  this 
case  are  no  more  pertinent  than  would  like  inferences  be 
in  other  cases.  The  intimations  implying  brutality  of 
treatment  and  the  absence  of  all  sensibilities  of  a  gentle- 
man of  refined  culture  and  taste,  are  contradicted  by  the 
character  of  the  teacher  as  known  by  all  who  do  know 
him. 

We  have  no  wish  or  motive  to  claim  for  Mr.  Wood 
anything  more  than  is  justly  due  him.  We  do  not  object 
to  any  fair  criticism  or  any  complaint  made  to  the  proper 
authority  to  secure  improvement,  but  we  are  not  willing 
to  allow  the  character  of  a  faithful  and  devoted  teacher,  a 
gentleman  of  refined  taste  and  sensibility,  a  man  of  con- 
scientious integrity,  above  reproach,  to  be  assailed  to  hin- 
der his  usefulness,  to  injure  his  reputation  and  to  blast 
his  prospects  for  life  without  recording  the  truth  in  his  de- 
fence. May  the  truth  win.  To  this,  we  believe,  the  ' 4 peo- 
ple" say  "Amen." 

No.  2. 

Miss  Louise  G.  Marshall  has  been  retained  as  the  teach- 
er of  this  school  through  the  year.  The  school  under  her 
charge  has  always  been  in  good  condition  and  in  a  satis- 
factory state  of  progress.  Our  visits  have  always  been 
rewarded  with  undoubted  evidences  of  this.  The  last 
public  examination  was  specially  gratifying.  The  pres- 
ence of  a  large  number  of  interested  visitors  showed  the 
pride  and  joy  of  the  parents  in  the  school.  The  excellent 
order  of  the  scholars,  their  prompt  and  generally  accurate 
answers  to  questions  asked  in  their  studies,  their  good 
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reading  and  spelling,  the  neat  and  admirable  appearance 
of  their  writing  books,  their  pleasing  recitations  in  speech, 
dialogue  and  song,  all  showed  their  interest  and  ambition 
in  their  work.  And  the  dignified  bearing  of  the  teacher, 
her  tact  and  skill  in  guiding  the  examination,  not  to  pro- 
duce a  mere  show,  but  to  draw  out  and  give  a  fair  exhibit 
of  the  school,  could  not  fail  to  enhance  the  confidence,  re- 
spect and  love  which,  in  this  school  and  among  its  patrons, 
she  has,  so  far  as  we  know,  universally  won. 

No.  3. 

This  school  has  had  through  the  year  the  faithful  guid- 
ance and  instruction  of  Miss  Harriet  L.  Blandin.  Of  her 
excellent  character  and  fidelity  to  her  work,  her  patience 
and  devotion  in  guiding  and  instructing  the  scholars  and 
her  tact  in  governing  to  secure  good  order  there  can  be  no 
question.  And  yet  we  have  not  found  this  school  to  be 
satisfactory  in  all  respects,  though  we  think  there  has 
been  improvement  which  foretokens  a  higher  standard. 
There  has  not  been  apparent  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
scholars  the  desirable  willingness  and  ambition  to  apply 
themselves  to  study  which  involves  thought,  but  rather  a 
disposition  to  have  the  teacher  pour  into  their  minds  what 
they  should  themselves  find  out  and  acquire  by  her  helpful 
guidance  and  instruction.  Their  attendance  has  been  too 
irregular,  the  absences  and  tardinesses  too  numerous  and 
frequent  to  secure  that  ambition  and  zeal  which  are  the 
life  of  success.  We  wish  the  parents  were  more  thoughtful 
of  this,  and  that  they  would  not  allow  their  children  to  be 
either  absent  or  tardy  for  trivial  excuses  or  no  excuse  at 
all,  and  especially  do  we  ask  that  they  be  not  so  unjust  to 
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the  teacher  and  the  school  as  to  allow  their  children  to  be 
absent  from  the  public  examination  at  the  close  of  the 
term.  So  far  as  these  deficiencies  have  not  been  manifest 
we  have  only  words  of  commendation,  and  we  especially 
praise  the  scholars  not  absent  at  the  last  public  examina- 
tion, who  did  credit  to  themselves  and  gave  pleasure  to 
visitors. 

No.  4. 

This  school,  much  increased  in  numbers  from  new  fami- 
lies that  have  moved  into  the  village,  has  been  in  charge 
of  Miss  Mattie  J.  Crawford  as  teacher  through  the  year. 
Her  previous  excellent  reputation  has  been  well  sustained. 
We  have  always  found  the  school  in  our  visits  in  good 
order,  a  hive  of  industry  in  study,  responsive  to  the  teach- 
er's own  alert  and  eager  spirit  for  their  improvement,  and 
intelligently  reciting  what  they  had  learned.  The  results 
of  her  4 ' strict"  and  wise  discipline,  her  clear  and  definite 
instructions,  diligent  study  and  responsiveness  of  the  schol- 
ars and  the  very  general  sympathy  and  support  of  the 
parents  and  friends  of  the  school  are  very  satisfactory. 
She  has  not  escaped  the  ripples  of  adverse  criticism  by 
some,  nor  the  assaults  of  newspaper  abuse  for  exercising 
legitimate  authority  in  punishing  and  subduing  a  stubborn 
and  wilful  disobedience ;  but  she  has  stood  firmly  at  her 
post  of  duty  and  has  conquerecLeven  that  opposition,  re- 
taining the  confidence,  the  respect,  and  honor  of  her  pat- 
rons. 
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No.  5. 

Miss  Lucy  J.  Blackman  has  been  retained  as  teacher  of 
this  school  through  the  year.  The  order  we  have  always 
found  in  our  visits  to  be  good,  and  the  scholars  making 
good  progress  in  their  studies.  The  teacher  has  had  large 
experience  and  is  faithfully  devoted  to  her  work.  The 
parents  are  interested  and  present  in  large  numbers  at  the 
public  examinations,  and  some  visit  the  school  during  the 
term,  an  example  which  we  wish  was  more  generally  fol- 
lowed, both  here  and  in  the  other  schools.  A  happy  com- 
bination of  the  three  great  factors  of  success  has  secured 
for  this  school  an  excellent  name,  which  we  hope  will  never 
be  spotted  by  defects. 

No.  6. 

This  school  has  for  several  years  been  in  charge  of  Miss 
Cora  V.  Chase  as  teacher.  Whenever  we  have  visited  the 
school  we  have  found  the  order  and  discipline  perfect,  all 
industriously  employed  in  the  work  of  the  hour,  the  reci- 
tations indicating  diligent  study  on  the  part  of  the  schol- 
ars and  clear  and  thorough  instruction  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher.  Yet  she  has  not  escaped  the  adverse  criticism 
and  complaints,  not  unfrequently  arising  in  cases  of  long- 
continued  service.  The  fondness  for  change  is  natural  to 
some,  and  by  some  it  is  believed  to  be  a  wise  policy ;  and 
the  liability  to  err  in  judgment  and  make  mistakes,  com- 
mon to  us  all,  almost  inevitably  furnish  targets  for  the 
disaffected.  But  we  believe  not  in  change  unless  you  are 
sure  of  improvement  by  change,  and  we  think  the  distin- 
guished success  of  Miss  Chase  in  this  school  and  the  rally- 
ing of  forces  in  her  support  approve  the  wisdom  of  having 
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her  hold  on  a  while  longer.  The  public  examinations  of 
this  school  have  always  been  satisfactory.  At  the  last  one 
a  very  large  company  of  visitors  were  present,  and  many 
were  the  expressions  of  gratified  interest  in  the  perfect 
order  and  in  the  fine  exhibit  made.  The  writing  books 
attracted  special  attention.  Nearly  all  of  them  were  en- 
tirely free  from  any  soiling  or  blotting  of  the  pages,  with 
a  steady  improvement  from  the  first  to  the  last  page.  The 
few  exceptions  were  evidently  not  the  result  of  careless- 
ness or  failure  of  purpose  to  do  well,  but  of  accident. 
Similar  characteristics  were  noticed  in  other  departments, 
and  were  said  to  be  universal  in  the  school. 

No.  7. 

Miss  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  retaining  the  vigor  and  fresh- 
ness of  a  progressive  teacher,  up  to  the  times  in  aims  to  be 
accomplished  and  in  methods  of  work,  has  continued  in 
charge  of  this  school  through  the  year,  as  for  several  years 
past.  She  has  a  large  place  in  the  confidence,  respect  and 
love  of  parents,  scholars  and  friends,  all  of  whom  have 
seemed  to  vie  together  to  make  this,  though  one  of  the 
smallest,  one  of  the  best  in  town.  We  always  visit  this 
school  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction.  The  public  exam- 
inations, too,  prove  a  very  genuine  and  pleasing  enter- 
tainment for  all  visitors.  At  the  last,  some  specimens  of 
maps  on  the  blackboard  and  topical  recitations  in  geogra- 
phy were  very  fine,  each  scholar  taking  a  state  or  country,- 
telling  all  about  it,  noting  the  chief  points  of  interest  to  be 
remembered,  giving  a  word-picture  that  was  clear  and  im- 
pressive, with  scarcely  a  hint  or  question  by  the  teacher  to 
guide  the  flow  of  the  story ;  or,  taking  a  start  from  any 
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given  point  to  go  to  some  other — perhaps  most  distant — 
point,  telling  the  route  and  noting  all  the  elements  of  land 
and  water,  of  direction  and  place,  as  if  giving  it  from  a 
guide-book.  We  wish  geography  was  so  taught  in  all  our 
schools.  The  reading  exercises  and  classes  in  arithmetic, 
grammar,  history,  etc.,  were  of  the  same  high  character, 
and  it  was  also  evident  that  here,  too,  "order"  is  a  first 
law. 

No.  8. 

Miss  Susie  G.  Cook,  teacher  for  the  fall  term  of  1885, 
was  retained  in  this  school  for  the  following  spring  term 
of  this  year.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Harriette  M. 
Brettun  for  the  fall  and  winter  terms.  Both  were  young 
and  inexperienced,  but  proved  themselves  to  be  competent 
and  faithful.  To  enable  Miss  Brettun  to  complete  her 
studies  at  the  normal  school,  another  teacher  has  taken  her 
place  for  the  present  spring  term.  We  regret  the  necess- 
ity of  so  frequent  changes,  but  are  gratified  that  the  line 
of  succession  has  fallen  into  so  good  hands.  We  have  al- 
ways found  the  school  in  good  order  whenever  we  have 
visited  it,  and  the  work  progressing  satisfactorily.  The 
public  examinations  have  shown  well  for  the  school  and 
reflected  credit  upon  the  teachers.  The  last  was  especially 
satisfactory  to  a  large  company  of  visitors  ;  the  exercises 
were  all  excellent,  and  the  self-possession,  tact,  zeal,  and 
admirable  adaptation  of  the  teacher  to  the  work  of  guiding 
and  instructing  the  scholars  and  drawing  from  them  a  fair 
exhibit  of  attainments,  was  very  gratifying. 
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MORAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Our.  schools  are  supported  in  part  by  state  funds,  and 
certain  requirements  of  law  are  made  emphatic  by  the 
state  board  of  education  as  essential  in  order  to  obtain  this 
aid.  Among  these,  whose  vital  importance  we  would  also 
urge,  is  that  of  moral  instruction.  With  other  qualifica- 
tions our  teachers  are  required  to  have  "good  morals"  and 
teach  "good  behavior."  In  defining  the  duty  of  all  the 
teachers  in  the  State  schools  in  this  particular,  the  law 
says,  "they  shall  exert  their  best  endeavors  to  impress  on 
the  minds  of  children  and  youth  committed  to  their  care 
'  and  instruction,  the  principles  of  piety  and  justice  and  a 
sacred  regard  to  truth ;  love  of  their  country,  humanity 
and  universal  benevolence  ;  sobriety,  industry  and  frugali- 
ty ;  charity,  moderation  and  temperance  ;  and  those  other 
virtues  which  are  the  ornament  of  human  society  and  the 
basis  upon  which  a  republican  constitution  is  founded, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  instructors  to  endeavor  to 
lead  their  pupils  as  their  ages  and  capacities  will  admit 
into  a  clear  understanding  of  the  tendency  of  the  above 
mentioned  virtues  to  preserve  and  perfect  a  republican 
constitution  and  secure  the  blessing  of  liberty  as  well  as  to 
promote  their  future  happiness,  and  also  to  point  out  to 
them  the  evil  tendency  of  the  opposite  vices."  Chap.  44, 
Sections  1  and  15.  We  expect  this  of  all  our  teachers, 
and  we  are  required  in  our  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Board,  to  give  an  affirmative  answer  to  the  question, 
"Are  the  provisions  of  the  law  with  respect  to  moral  in- 
struction in  the  schools  duly  observed?" 
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ALCOHOLICS  AND  NARCOTICS. 

Another  law  made  emphatic  in  the  requirements  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education,  is  the  teaching  of  the  elements 
of  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  including,  in  both  divisions  of 
the  subject,  "special  instruction  as  to  the  effects  of  alcoholic 
drinks,  stimulants  and  narcotics  on  the  human  system." 
This  is  to  be  taught  as  a  regular  branch  of  study  to  all  pu- 
pils in  all  schools  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  public 
money,  excepting  only  the  special  technical  schools. 
Teachers  are  required  to  be  qualified  to  do  this,  and  to  do 
it.  The  penalty  of  neglect  is  the  same  as  in  other  require- 
ments, viz.  forfeiture  of  the  State  aid.  Chap.  332,  Acts 
of  1885. 

In  harmony  with  this  law  an  Act  was  passed  and  ap- 
proved 17  March  1886,  prohibiting  the  sale  or  gift  of  any 
cigarette,  snuff  or  tobacco  in  any  of  its  forms  to  any  per- 
son under  sixteen  years  of  age,  under  penalty  of  a  fine  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

The  intention  of  the  statutes  evidently  is  not  to  have 
the  science  of  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  with  all  its  tech- 
nical terms,  suited  only  to  the  capacity  of  advanced  schol- 
ars, taught  in  our  schools.  However  desirable  and  legit- 
imate it  may  be  to  have  classes  for  such  study  who  are 
sufficiently  advanced  in  their  attainments,  that  is  not  what 
the  law  means.  It  means  instruction  to  all  the  pupils,  the 
youngest  as  well  as  the  oldest,  and  of  course,  means  only 
that  instruction  which  is  adapted  to  their  capacity.  And 
again,  it  means  to  put  into  the  front,  as  the  vital  element 
of  this  requirement,  the  special  instruction  as  to  the  effects 
of  alcoholic  dinnks,  stimulants  and  narcotics  on  the  human 
system. 
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We  have  endeavored  to  secure  this  by  placing  in  the 
hands  of  the  teachers  an  approved  manual,  and  requiring 
them  to  teach  the  subject  to  the  entire  school  orally  and 
topically,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  law.  In  so  doing 
we  have  been  in  line  with  many  other  towns  in  the  state. 
The  results  have  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  we  desire,  nor 
up  to  the  expectations  of  the  state  authorities.  In  loyalty 
to  the  law,  as  well  as  because  of  its  vital  importance  in 
the  education  of  our  children  and  youth,  we  desire  im- 
provement. But  in  order  to  effect  this  we  believe  further 
provision  is  necessary. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  eminent  surgeon,  F.  H. 
Hamilton,  M.  D.,  a  physiological  manikin  has  been  pre- 
pared, by  .the  aid  of  which  teachers  may  illustrate  and  im- 
press their  instruction  so  as  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the 
minds  of  even  the  youngest  pupils  which  shall  be  perman- 
ent and  abiding.  The  price  of  this  manikin  is  $25,  but  the 
manufacturers,  James  T.  White  &  Co.  of  New  York  City, 
in  order  to  introduce  it  into  all  the  public  schools  of  the 
state,  offer,  for  a  short  time,  to  furnish  it  at  a  large  dis- 
count and  on  most  favorable  terms.  It  has  already  been 
adopted  by  a  large  number  of  towns  and  cities,  including 
our  neighboring  city,  Taunton,  and  is  being  rapidly  se- 
cured by  other  towns.  It  has  the  emphatic  approval  and 
endorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, and  we  hope  may  be  secured.  The  cost  may  be 
met  in  part  from  the  state  fund  and  the  balance  from  the 
town  appropriation  for  school  supplies. 
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REPAIRS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

No  appropriation  was  made  by  the  town  for  this,  so 
nothing  has  been  done  beyond  what  seemed  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary.  Of  course  it  will  be  impossible,  with 
proper  care  of  the  property,  to  get  along  without  some 
expense  annually.  More  will  be  necessary  next  year  than 
has  been  this.  One  or  more  of  the  school  houses  should 
be  painted.  One  or  two  more  need  a  thorough  renovation 
of  the  interior,  and  minor  repairs  will  be  necessary  in  all. 

SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 

The  cost  for  the  year  has  been  somewhat  less  than  was 
anticipated.  Our  aim  has  always  been  for  economy  in 
this  department,  consistent  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
schools.  The  purchase  of  wall-maps  of  North  America 
has  proved  to  be  of  great  help  to  the  schools,  and  should 
be  supplemented  by  purchase  of  other  maps  to  complete 
the  series.  The  cost  of  text-books  another  year,  particu- 
larly in  the  line  of  reading,  is  likely  to  be  greater  than  it 
has  been  this  year,  because  a  large  number  of  the  books 
purchased  three  years  ago  are  nearly  worn  out,  and  not  fit 
for  much  further  use.  We  think,  therefore,  the  appropri- 
ation for  school  supplies  should  be  not  less  than  the  sum 
heretofore  named,  $250.00. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this,  our  third  annual  report,  we  desire  to  ex- 
press our  hearty  thanks  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness 
shown  us  by  the  citizens  of  Norton  during  our  term  of 
office,  to  which  we  were  elected  by  unanimous  vote  ;  to 
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the  board  of  school  committee  also  would  we  express 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  their  cordial  cooperation 
and  support  in  the  discharge  of  the  special  duties  assigned 
us  ;  to  the  teachers  for  their  uniform  cordiality  in  receiv- 
ing our  visits,  accepting  our  aid,  and  welcoming  our  sug- 
gestions ;  and  to  the  scholars  and  children  of  the  whole 
town,  who  have  always  greeted  us  with  politeness  and 
respect  as  we  have  met  them,  both  in  school  and  out. 

JAS.  P.  LANE,  Chairman, 

School  Committee  of  Norton. 
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farrantfor  Annual  Tom  Meetln 


BRISTOL,  ss. 

To  Robert  E.  Hall,  or  either  of  the  Constables  of 
the  Town  of  Norton,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters 
of  the  town  of  Norton  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall,  in  said 
Norton,  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  April,  1887,  at  ten 
o'clock  a.  m.,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  arti- 
cles, to  wit : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  3.  To  vote  " Yes"  or  "No"  by  separate  ballots 
upon  the  question  :  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year?" 

Art.  4.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  re- 
ports of  the  selectmen,  assessors,  overseers  of  the  poor, 
treasurer,  school  committee,  and  committee  to  settle  with 
the  selectmen  and  treasurer,  for  the  year  ending  March  1, 
1887.* 
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Art.  5.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Art.  6.  To  raise  money  for  support  of  poor  and  inci- 
dental expenses. 

Art.  7.    To  raise  money  for  support  of  schools. 

Art.  8.    To  raise  money  for  repairs  of  school  houses. 

Art.  9.  To  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  school 
supplies. 

Art.  10.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  11.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  as  presented  by  the  selectmen. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  select- 
men to  hire  a  physician  by  the  year  to  attend  the  sick 
poor.  i 


Art.  14.  To  see  in  what  manner  the  town  will  expend 
their  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasur- 
er, with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  hire  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes  for  the  current  year,  and  to  issue 
notes  of  the  town  therefor,  and  to  make  payable  from  said 
taxes  the  debts  incurred  under  authority  of  this  vote. 
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Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  a  committee 
to  settle  with  the  selectmen  and  treasurer. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money 
for  Memorial  Day  services. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  Mrs.  E. 
K.  Arnold,  for  damages  done  to  her  fence  in  front  of  No. 
4  school  house. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  receive  a  sum 
of  money  from  Joshua  S.  White  of  Pawtucket,  R.I.,  under 
the  provisions  of  Chap.  82,  Section  17,  of  the  public 
statutes ,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  preservation 
and  care  of  his  burial  lot  in  Norton. 

Art.  20.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  re- 
gard to  the  claim  of  Jesse  D.  Lincoln  against  the  town  for 
alleged  injury  causing  the  death  of  his  horse,  received 
while  travelling  upon  the  highway  near  No.  6.  school 
house. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  road  as 
laid  out  by  the  selectmen  in  front  of  the  residence  of 
Charles  D.  Lane,  near  the  jewelry  shop. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  Frederick 
D.  Perry,  M.  D.,  fifty  dollars  for  treating  the  family  of 
Sabrina  Carpenter  for  small  pox,  agreeably  to  a  petition. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  purchase  a  road 
scraper. 
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Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  the  bill 
board  on  the  Centre  common  removed,  agreeably  to  a  pe- 
tition. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  attested  copies  of  the  body  of  this  warrant  at  each  of  the 
public  meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting.  Hereof  fail  not, 
and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixteenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

AUSTIN  MESSINGER, 
GEO.  R.  PERKY, 
WILLMM  A.  LANE, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 
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